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Capsule Summary

Shief House
1301 Douglass Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland

c. 1925

Private access

The Shief House is a summer cottage located in the incorporated
private, community of Highland Beach. it is a large, two and one half
storey structure built for a prominent black family. i+ is a fine
example of the architectural preferences of descendants of people who
were influenced by slavery and an African and European dialectic.

The house is a substantial element in the design of the Hightand
Beach resort community and exists as a preamble or harbinger of the
quality of design in the rest of the community. |+ serves significantly
as a socio-spatial element in tThe town and its position at the entrance
to the community complements the unconscious design of the town.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Shief Cottage is a large gambrel| roof structure standing
two and one-hal f storeys. I+ has recessed dormers on the second
;Torey gable end and an exposed chimney. The roof over the porch
'S supported by Tuscon columns. The first floor is encircled
With a screened porch. The coftage is quite imposing as one enters

Highltand Beach and may be one of the |and mark structures in +he
settlement.

The frame house was constructed in the first quarter of the
twentieth century and the New England gambrel roof design is repeated
on the small storage building in the rear of +the fot.

The Shief Cottage is located at the intersection of Douglass Avenue
and Walnut Avenue in Highland Beach. I+s site is the southwest corner
of the intersection and borders the corporate limits of the town separating
the settlement from Venice Beach. Lying approximately ten miles south of
Annapolis, the site is also surrounded by Oyster Creek in the south, the
Chesapeake Bay towards the eastern extremity and Black Walnut Creek towards
the northeast. The topography slopes towards the creeks and the Chesapeake
Bay and it has dense vegetation on both the deve loped and undeveloped lots.

This two and a half storey cottage is a dewelling with a rectangular plan.
The low stone foundation is composed uncoursed fieldstone on rubble. The
norths elevation faces Douglass Avenue. The principal facade is three bays
wide and is composed of beveled, wood siding. The enclosed porch which
compliments this view is constructed of a twelve bay screened facade
supported by wood posts. The three bay entrance porch is one storey in height.
The Tuscon order columns support the shed roof which extends the length of
the porch.

On the second storey of the north elevation, three dormers are recessed
into the curved side of the roof. One central dormer is three bays wide
and is shielded by a hip roof. Symmetrical ly balancing the central dormer
are two single bay, dormers wi+th hipped roofs. The shingle siding on the
dormers, the curve of the gamarel roof and the hip roofs is a diamond shaped
imbricated pattern. The windows are sash type six lights over a single
pane with white, wooden surrounds.

The east elevation is bordered by an eight bay screened porch although
the principal facade is only two bays wide. This view exhibits an outside
end, block chimney. The chimney is constructed of a red brick with a running
band. The beveled wood siding is exposed on the first, second, and half
storey. Windows are symmetrically situated, flanking the narrow chimney.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The actual date of the construction of the shief house is not known.
Many of the houses in Highland Beach were constructed by the owners and
their children over several years. The Anne Arundel County Building
Permits Division does not have record of improvements to real estate that

were done in this part of the county prior to 1963.

The Shief property chains back to the Will of Charles R. Douglass and

is one of the properties that was owned by Haley G. Douglass.

This cottage

is one of several properties that were originally designed by prominent

- African-Americans in the community. |It's primary significance rests within
its value as a structure that is located in the plan of the town of Highland
Beach. Structurally it is a functional example of high-style twentieth century
architecture and symbolizes an expression of prominence and power in an
era of Jim Crow legislation segregationist policy and black self-consciousness.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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see Highland Beach Settlement
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[QIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 24 & 25 Block 5
Highland Beach

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Barbara Collins Turner April 1982
ORGANIZATION DATE
Morgan State University 301-444-3225
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Center for Built Environment Studies
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Baltimore, Maryland 21259

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Jennie B Shief M-X&O

1301 Douglas 24+25 (5)

Charles R. Douglass
To (WILL) 1920
Haley G. Douglass & Evelyn (Wife)
To (Deed) 6/4/26 WMB 32 215
Mary E. Williams(Scott)
To (WILL) 3/9/43
George A. Scott
To (Deed) 4/12/54 L 0825 518

Ambrose Shief & Jennie (Wife)










AA 820 Shief House

1301 Douglass Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland
General View

Fern Eisner, Photographer
March, 1982



