AA-2873 c. 1800-1860
Chew House private
Owensville

This nearly square, two-and-a-half story, three bay frame
house with a side hall plan has two large brick chimneys and a kitchen
wing on the east elevation. The house was enlaged by one bay around 1%0.
It is less than a quarter of a mile from the center of Owensville, one

of the few communities in Anne Arundel County to retain the appearance
of a small 19th century town.
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DESCRIPTION AA-283
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chew House is approached from a dirt lane on the east side
of Owensville-Sudley Rd., 1/4 mile south of the junction with
Rt. 255 (Owensville Rd.) at Owensville. Large elms and maples
surround the house which now appears to be unoccupied, although
it was once.the dwelling a large farm.

The structure, bullt before the Civil Wair,is a nearly square, <
2 1/2 story, three bay frame dwelling with a two story, two

bay frame kitchen wing on a brick foundation joining the east
elevation. Once weatherboard, both sections are now covered

with brown wood shingleS. & breek v the covuice line nchicake s that the boute
weas culavged- ey, e laewy r to Srde hall aetlolodf-

A four bay porch with a flat roof supported by plain posts

extends across the front of the house., and an above grade porch
with a shed roof is on the south elevation of the kitchen.

The main entrance in the west bay of the front elevation has
a six panel door with a four light transom above it.

Windows on the front elevation have 6/6 light, double-hung

sash and appear to be slightly smaller on the second than on

the first story. Louver shutters are on the first story, front
elevation only. The wing also has 6/6 light sash with small win-
dows on the second story.

The main block has a high gable roof covered with asbestos
shingles. Large shingled dormer units on the south slope look

to have been added in the 20th century. Two large exterior,
weathered chimneys are at the east gable end; they narrow con-
gsiderably above the second floor. The first chimney is in front
of»Bhe wing while the second chimney rises between the wing and
the main block.

The house has a side hall plan., A wimple wooden mantelpiece

is on the east wall of the front room, first floor, the doors have
architrave framing with bulls eye corner blocks and the celling

is wainscoted.

A large vertical board barn is east of the house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



AA 283

K} SIGNIFICANCE
T
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC !COMMUNITY PLANNING _.LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION
—-1400-1499 __ARCHEOQOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAw —SCIENCE
—.1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 i.ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __ _MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
2.1700-1799 _ART _.ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
~.1800-1899 —.COMMERCE — EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —.COMMUNICATIONS - INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
- INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ¢ . mo: late 1844 - BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This nearly square , 21/2 story , three bay , frame house has

large, brick,exterior chimneys and a kitchen wing adjoining it.
Martha Peake of Tamarack Hill (AA-282) states that her grandmother,

a teenager in 1863, was born in the house which belonged to her
father William Peake. Tamarackﬁ as built to resemble a more spacious
version of the old family farmhouse. The house does not appear to

be occupied now. It is located less than a 1/4 of a mile from
Owensville, one of the few settlements in Anne Arundel County to
retain the appearance of a small 19th century village.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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telephone conversation with Martha Peake, June , 1978
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small, frame,brown single covered,house has been associated with
Chew family since the late 19th century. It appears on the 1878 county
map as owned by William H. Peake, a farmer with 97 acres. The Peake
and Chew families were prominent members of the West River community.
Peake built several of the houses in the area: Tamarack Hill, the
watts residdere (AA-247). The Chews (AA-282) owned part of the Chew
and Hopkins Store in West River (now Owensville).
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