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7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One) ““
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OESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A c 1840 frame farmhouse, now occupied by tenants, the Ricks house is
located on the South side of Owensville Road near Chew's Church. The

farm, consisting of about 225 acres on both sides of the road is still in
operation. The 1860 and 1878 county maps show James Bird and Frank M. Byrd
respectively, as owners of the house and approximately the same area of land.

The house stands in a large yard surrounded by tall hemlocks and an
unusually old and beautiful white ocak. The exterior of the house is clad
in white painted rough siding. It has a wood shingle roof and dark green
shutters. The structure is in two parts, both two stories high and one
room deep. On the front (North) elevation, the Westermmost part has
three bays. The first floor windows have 9/9 pane sashes; the second
floor windows: 9/6. The main entrance is located in the East bay of

this part of the house. The door is framed by transom and side lights.
There is a stuccoed brick chimey at the (West) end of this part of the
house. The only opening in the West elevation is a 4/2 pane attic window.

The Easterrmost section of the house has a two bay front elevation. The
windows on both floors have 6/6 pane sashes. There is a stuccoed brick
chimmey at the (East) end of this section, and one small window opening on
the second floor level.

A hip roofed columned porch has been built on the front of the house
exterding across both sections.

A 1 1/2 story kitchen is attached to the rear of the house by a low hyphen
and later shed-roofed addition. The kitchen has an interior chimmey.

The interior of the West section of the house is more refined than that of
the East section; the mantels on both floors have reeded pilasters with
double arched capitals. The window trim is typical of the 19th Century;
molded frames and square corner blocks with medallions. The staircase,

in the entrance hall, has a round hand rail and slender newel post.

The East sectlon of the house has a fireplace on the first floor but none
on the second. There is a winding stair in the Southeast corner. The

low ceilings and the low placement of the windows indicate that the roof
of this section has probably been raised to match that of the West section.

The house is in fair condition.
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