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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ringzsold Zouse is located on the east side of Trocx
oridee Zoad, off of Jessup =1 (Ht. 175) and near the Lomen's
touse of Correction. It is at the end of =2 dirt lane,

It is a 2372 story, 5 bay frame dwelling urder a hipped roof wWith
wide flaring eaves., A rectansular tower rises from the second
story oivinmg the structure the avpearance of an Italian villa.
The vprircipal facade faces west. The winz of the house , which
was ﬁct examined, is thoucht to date fronm before the Civil Jar

ard the front part from the late 7270's.

A five-bay over porch with a flat roof and balustrade on the
cecond storv extends across the entire front elevation., It has

o cornice with dentils and modillions andi is supvorted hy stylized
vosts which create wide seamental arches in each bayv,

The main entrance is in the center bav of the frort elevation.

The paneled door is surrounded by a six-light transom ard sidelights.
211 of the first and seconi storyv fenestration has wide board
enfrarerents uith crossets,

Windows are svaced evenly on the facade. The v contaln A/6
lizht sash on the first two stories. The dormer windows have
round headed frames and sash with curved muntins. The tower
has a bull's eve Winfow on line with the dormers and three
round arcred windows , occuring below the roof, on 211 sides

A one storv vay addition joins the rorth elevation. The
flaring hioped roof has a molded hracketed cornice; the roof

of the tower is 2 smaller version of it. Two interior chimneys
are situated toward the rear of the roof.

Since the owner w2s not cooverative, the z ove description was
based largely on photorranhs althoush the site wWas visited briefly.
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=« STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Ringrold House is one of three frame dwellings still standing
in Jessup which were built in the Italian Villa style (c.1860-80).
Other examples are Trusty Friend (AA-123) and the Asa Linthicum
House (AA-91); the Rappaport House is a site (AA-82). At one time
the town contained six or more frame dwellings of similar design
With either towers or cupolas. Some of these are pictured in The
Story of Jessup by G. Marie Biggs. The Ringgold house, a a rectangular,
two and a half story, five bay dwelling has many unusual features.
Some of the features typical.of the other Italian villas which were
built in Jessup are the hipped roof with wide bracketed eaves, the

= balustraded veranda, the bay window on the side, and the presence
of round arched windows. What is unusual is the prominent flare of
the roof, the three story center tower, and the fact that the
round arched windows are dormers.

This building and the others mentioned reflect the wide spread
influence of designs by Alexander Jackson Davis for plcturesque
dwellings which were published in Cottage Residences (1842) and The
Architecture of Country Houses (1850)by Andrew Jackson Downing.

The value cf these dwellings is heightened because there are so

few of them, the style never having really caught on in the rest

of Anne Arundel County.

. The name Walter S. Ringgold appears in large letters next to
the mark showing his residence and 77 acres on the Hopkins map of
1878.

Jessup today is much dominated by the penal institutionsslocated
there. Little remains , with the exception of a few buildings, to
remind on of the town's pre World War 1 prosperity.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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