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Kern's Boarding School 136 1=1875
Frostburg

Between 1867 and 1875, Kern's Boarding School was built
for the purpose of education of young girls whose family could
afford the expense of a private school., The building is a
two and one half storv, five bay wide rectangular frame struc-
ture, supported bv a low stone foundation. The roof is
gabled, and the gables include double hung wooden sash frames
with two-over-two lights while the remainder of the facade
features four-over-four light windows. The structure ex-
hibits a front and rear porch; the front being a three bay end

porch, while the rear is two stories high with a shed roof.
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3 DESCRIPTION A1-VII-A-023

—~ CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED _LORIGINAL SITE
4 Goop —RUINS LALTERED —MOVED DATE
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kern's Doarding School is located at 37 Frost Avenue in Frostburg, Allegany
County on the northeast side of the street at the intersection of lLocust Street.

The old school consists of a two story, five bays wide, irregular shaped
rectangular block, with another large rectangular wing extending northeast. 4 rear,
northeastern side, two story porch, with a hip roof supported by five wooden columns
abuts the wing. The wooden frame structure is covered with weatherboard and a wood
belt course encircles the entire building at the top of the first story. The frame
is supported by a low stone foundation and a plain water table, with a bulkhead
entrance to the basement to the rear of the structure. The gable roof of the principal
facade as well as the wing are covered by the original slate shingles and feature
soffit and plain trim frieze. Wwindows in the structure all feature a double hung,
wooden sash frames with four-over-four lights, and topped by cornice pediments. On
the southeastern side there is a three sectional two story bay window with double
hung sashes, four-over-four lights on the first story and one-over-one lights on the
second story. Also on this southeastern side is a small porch with hip roof covering
a side entrance. The main entrance is located on the southwest face of the principal
facade, and includes a transom, transom light and side lights. The entrance is covered
by a three bay end porch with a flat roof supported by four square cushion columns.

Une corbeled brick chimney which appears to be original is located on the interior of
the structure.

The o0ld school structurally seems to be very sound and appesrs to be in original
condition of construction.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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. —1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
" SPECIFIC DATES 1860-187% BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kern's Boarding School was erected between 1860 and 1875 and operated until
near the end of the nineteenth century. The school was originally built for the purpose
of education of young girls whose family could afford the expense of a private boarding
school. Sold in 1890 the school became a residence, and recently has become the property
of E. A, Smith, son-in-law of former owners the Townsend femily. The structure is in
good condition and appears to have all the original features of the boarding school,
all of which enhances the cultural and architectural heritage of Frostburg.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland

"Kern's Boa rding School'", Heritage Press;
Volume 1, Number 8, June 1972,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FlIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 60" x 160*

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
37 Frost Avenue

Boundary Lines Southwest & Northeast 160" Lines Southeast &
Northwest 60t

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
John E, Nelson, Program Coordinator of All, Co., Histaric Sites
ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites Survey L/21/76
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
10 Park Lane 689-8486
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frostburg Maryland
The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 1

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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'Key points regarding interior architecture.

1. Floor plan

No through hall--How many rooms lcng and deep?
| Where is stairway? Straight or winding?
With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many?

Rooms on one side only? How many?

Is stair in through hall?

Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing

: - How many? Curved.

If not in hall, where is stair?

2. wWall finish: plaster, paneled, board partition
: Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc.

3. Fireplaces:-How many? Parallel to walls or diagonal in
corner? .
Mantels: wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns

" masonry--marble(what color? ), Brici

3. Doors: on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical,
horizontal). In general are doors paneled or ledge or other?

L, Door aﬂd window trim: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded:
: pilasters

§. Kitchen: Where is original if extant or known (marked by very
large fireplace)? Separate building; wing to principal

‘ ' dwelling; within principal dwelling? On which floor of any

: of the above?
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