Fautz Loghouse
AL-V1-C-195
Metz Mine Road, Barton

This log house was for many years the home of the Fautz family.
Because it has been owned by various coal companies over the years it
is impossible to tract its ownership for the clues necessary to determine
the date of its construction.

The house is atypical for log houses of this area due to its four
bay width and central location of the chimney. Logs of the building are
Joined with the locally prevalent "V" notching. The house may have been
the home of a miner who had accumulated enough money to buy land to farm
or it may have been an original farm of the area before mining began.
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Fautz Log House is located on Barton Hill southeast of Barton.

The building in nearly original condition, consists of a one
and one-half story, four bays wide log structure with "V" notching.
It rests on a high stone foundation of random rubble with no apparent
water table. The gable flank roof is covered with tar paper. Eaves
consist of a cornice and fascia, close pent on the gable ends. One
brick chimney in the center of the house is original.

An original entrance offset on the north has been converted into
a window. Windows are original six over six lights, pegged, on the
first floor six light casement windows are on the second floor. A
shed roofed porch is on the east.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located in the middle of the Georges Creek mining area, this
log house was for many years the home of the Fautz family. (1)
Because it has been owned by various coal companies over the years
it is impossible to trace its ownership for the clues necessary to
determine the date of its construction. (2)

During the 1830's mining companies turned to log construction
to solve the problems of housing miners in the villages which
developed around their mines.(3) Abundant forests in Allegany
County provided more than enough timber for building needs. This
Tog house is on an isolated mountainside removed from the mining
villages. "How many Georges' Creek farmers were miners who saved
enough money to buy Tand is impossible to tell, but agricultural
habits were persistent." (4)

The house is atypical for Tog houses of this area due to its
four bays width and the central location of the chimney. Logs of
the house are joined with the locally popular "V" notching. Fautz
Log House is a reminder of the resourcefulness of early residents
of western Allegany County who utilized what was around them to
meet the challenges of their isolated existence.

Interview Mr. Fazenbaker, occupant, October 25, 1978

Allegany County Land Records, Liber 314, Folio 514

Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners:Life and Labor in

in the Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910 (lthaca: Cornell
University Press) p.82

(4) Harry Stegmaier, et al, Allegany County-A History (Parsons, W Va.
McClain Printing Co. ) p.213
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LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
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ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites July 30, 1979
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: 3. Pershing Street 777-5944
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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