Darnley and Stevenson Store
AL-V1-C-184

This store building is located in the village
of Moscow, in the George's Creek coal mining region.
The store was built in 1876 by John Darnhley and James
Stevenson. The store was most likely an "all-inclusive"
general store which were common in mining towns at this
t1‘m<'i:.'I James Jones used the building as a dance hall
in 1910.

The two story frame building, covered with both
german and weatherboard siding, has a two tiered porch
on the eastern side and the eastern side with transomed
entrances.
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The store consists of a two story, three bays wide frame structure
with german siding on the east and south and weatherboard siding on the
west and north. It rests on a low stone foundation of random rubble,
partially sheathed with cement on the south, with a plain water table.
The gable front roof is covered with tin and tar paper. Eaves consist of
a boxed cornice, soffit, and wide frieze with returns. Wall features
include capped cornerboards. An added rectangular bay on the south rests
on a foundation of cement, has a hipped roof and a pedimented pair of windows.

Entrances are located in the center of the eastern facade first and
second floors. They are pedimented and have fluted jambs and one 1light
transoms. The first floor entrance has a four panel door with one beveled
glass 1ight. The second floor entrance has a three panel one light door.
Pedimented first floor windows of the eastern facade have fluted jambs and
nailed six over six 1ight wide windows with wooden lugsills. Pedimented
second floor windows of the eastern facade are one over one lights with
wooden lugsills. Other windows are six over six lights and one over one
lights. The two tiered porch on the eastern facade has a hipped roof
supported by large decoratively lathed wooden posts and pilasters with a
decorative railing on the second tier. A shed roofed porch on the north
has decoratively lathed posts.

A gabled frame addition is on the western facade. A small outbuilding,
probably a summer kitchen, is frame with german siding and has a gabled roof
with tar paper and eaves consisting of a boxed cornice, soffit, and frieze
with returns.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



A o~ L
KA SIGNIFICANCE AL~Vi- C-f5y

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
_-1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION ——LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—-1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
_x1700-1799 —ART _-ENGINEERING —-MuUSsIC _—THEATER

—1800-1899 X.COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
--1900- __COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

_-INVENTION
A SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This store building is located in the village of Moscow, in
the George's Creek coal mining region. Moscow was founded around
mid nineteenth century, along with the villages of Pekin and Barton,
to house the workers of the nearby mines. (1) The three villages
originally belonged to the twelve hundred acre estate of the
Reverand ?i;]iam Shaw, a Methodist minister who settled there
in 1794. (2

The store was built in 1876 by John Darnley and James
Stevenson. That year they were assessed as having $1,000 worth
of stock and merchandise and a store house worth 3600. (3)
The store was most 1ikely an "all-inclusive" general store which
were common in mining towns at this time. (4) They ran the store
until 1887 when it was sold to Ebenezer Jones in a mortgage sale. (5)
Ebenezer's son, James, used the building as a dance hall, according
to the assessment of 1910. (6)
(1) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners; Life and Labor in the Maryland Coal

Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p.77

(2) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al., Allegany County, A History, (Parsons
W. Va.: McClain Printing Co.) p.140

(3) Allegany County Assessments 1876-95 District 10, Vol. A-L

§43 Harvey, p.85-86
Allegany County Equity Case, #3693

(6) Allegany County Assessments, 1910
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