MELLOS LOG CABIN
AL-VI-B-086
84 E. Main Street, Lonaconing
ca. 1840

The original portion of the Mellos
House is a two room, log cabin that was
probably constructed during the first half
of the 19th century to serve as housing
for an employee of the George's Creek Coal
and Iron Company. The house was remodeled
extensively during the late 19th century
and it is now a two story frame building

with a wrap-around porch.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT _—_DETERIORATED —UNALTERED _XORlGI‘NAL SITE
Xeoop __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mellos Log Cabin is located at 84 East Main Street in Lona-
coning, Allegany County, on the east side of the road near the S5t.
Peter's Place intersection.

The Mellos' House was constructed in two parts; the southern
portion being a log structure while the northern wing is frame. The
entire facade basically consists of a two story, three bay wide, "L"
shaped structure. A one story, shed roof wing abuts the main block
on the rear eastern side. The entire structure, both the log and
frame portion, is covered with weatherboarding and is supported by a
low stone foundation with a plain water table. The roof of the struc-
ture is gabled and is covered with replaced asphalt shingles. The
eaves of the structure include a soffit and frieze, and return ends
in the gables. Windows are all double hung wooden sash frames with
one over one lights and wooden cornices. The main entrance is located
on the front western side and exhibits a replaced paneled door and
storm door with a pediment. The main entrance is covered by a wrap-
around porch, with hipped roof supported by circular columns with
Roman Doric Capitals. Three original corbeled brick chimneys are
found within the facade. One is located on the inside southern end,
one on the outside east end and one to the interior of the main block.

The house is structurally very sound; however, it has been
drastically altered from its original appearance.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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_‘1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC — THEATER
.2(1 800-1899 —COMMERCE — EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY — TRANSPORTATION
—1900- — COMMUNICATIONS lINDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Melldls Log Cabin is a good example of an early house that
was built by the coal companies to serve as a residence for miners.
The log portion of the house is believed to have been built in the
late 1830's to supplement housing.

"In these growing communities, at least until the Civil War
period, the Coal Companies supplied the bulk of housing for mine em-
ployees".l The log houses were the logical means of shelter for early
housing shortages in the mining communities because of the abundance
of trees for logs. "The George's Creek Coal and Iron Company provided
these small log shelters for its men in the late 1830's, at a cost of
$40 to $50 per cabin without chimneys, which were supplied for an
extra $18.00".2

The house, although totally renovated, remains an architectural
reminder of a way of life once found in the Maryland Coal Regions.

CONTI

1 Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners; Cornell University
Pregs, 1969, p. 77

2 Ibi
NUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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BEMAJOT BIOLIGGE APHICAL REFERENCES

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland

Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, New York:
Cornell University Press, 1969)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
ELJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY LESS than 1 acre

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERT!ES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

John Nelson & Joan Baldwin

ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 2/24/717

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
507 National Highway 777-8991

CITY OR TOWN STATE
LaVale, Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 1108



TITLE SEARCH

Mellos Log Cabin

Allegany County Deed; Liber 152, Folio 255
grantee: J. 0. Mellos

grantee: FElkins Read & Lida M. Read
January 20, 1926

Consideration: $5,000.00

Allegany County Deed; Liber 140, Folio 477
grantee: Elkins Read

grantor: Richard T. Spears

May 18, 1922

Consideration: $4,000.00

Allegany County Deed; Liber 104, Folic 722
grantee: Richard T. Spears

grantor: John Ferguson Sommerville

July 31, 1909

Consideration: $2,000.00

Allegany County Deed; Liber 101, Folio 679
grantee: John Ferguson Sommerville

grantor: George's Creek Iron & Coal Company
August 22, 1907

ALV -6-05¢



ITNVINUCRY NO. AL-VI-B-086 152/255

DATE: February 92, 1977 Lot - Less than 1 acre

REMCDII IMG: Drastic, moderate, minor

NAME CF LRCPERTY: Mellos lLog Cabin

LOCATICN OF PROPERTY: 84 E. Main Street, Lonaconing, Maryland 21539

DIRZCTICN DWELLING FrCES: West

NAME OF OwNER: J. 0. Mellos
ADDRESS: 84 E. Main Street

Lonaconing, Maryland 21539

SERRIES: M0 D 200) 20 0) HC IS0 )80 D BEEss Ll Yoal hs( DAt 50 ) & ) 7 )¢ )
WINGS, ADDITICHS: 1 shed roof - rear
Dwelling Shape: (square, cross, rectangular)

WAELL CCNSTRUCTION:

(X) FRiliE: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?)

( ) BRICK: DBond type- common, inglish, Flemish. Sketch variants.

( ) STONE: Bond type~ rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated
(X) 1.0G Stone & mud chinking - 1 room

( ) Other: Coverings

WALL FELTURES: BELT CCURSE, PILASTERS, CTHERS Plain
PCUNDATICRS: HIGH, ICwW, BRICK, STCNE
WATER TeBLE: HCRE, DLATN, ALVELLD HOULDED BRICK

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1(X® 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6C ) 9/9( ) other( ) Cornices
pegged () pailed( ) wide ( ) narrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( )

ENTR/LNCE, DCORS: LOCATICH: West
HARDWARL: original( ) replaced( X
FAN LIGHT, TRANSCH, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN Replaced
' Paneled, Verticle, Horizontal Boards

CRRARTON,) RSN PAEIE (c”own, fuscia, soffit, bad) Cornice & returns
originzl{ ¥ replaced( ) Rafter linds, Modillions, Dentils, ¥rieze,
frchitrave
ROCF: GABLE FRONT, GABIY FLAMNK, HIP, SHED, HANSARD, GAMBREL, FLAT, DTCRMERS #

[ATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, asphalt original( ) replaced('X)
PORCHES: SHAPE OF RCOF - shed( ) hip( X pgable( )

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER 3 BRICK( ¥ STONu( ¥ CORBELED( X original(y) replsced ()
LOCATICH: }lush end( ) Inside end(A) Cutside end(X) Central( ) Interior (¥)

ARCHES: Door and window: Keysteone, Flat, legmental, Semicircular

CERMMENIS
Use - Private residence
Significance -~ Architecture
Date Constructed - CA. /8§ 30 s
Condition - Good
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Lonaconing Historic District

Allegany County

1982 Photo: Mark R. Edwards

Neg: Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD.
George's Creek Coal & Iron Co. offices
(AL-VI-B-086) Park Street, from S.W. corner.
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