AL-V-B-112

Pratt Farm

Federal Hill, Mount Savage
1820's

The Pratt Farm was originally settled by John Barncord around
1823. He built the log portion of the farmhouse. James Pratt
purchased the farm in 1875 after Barncord added two other tracts in
the 1840's. It has been farmed by Pratt's descendants for more than
one hundred years.

The original cabin, a larger log addition, a smokehouse, and a
barn are all constructed of logs with locally popular "V" notching.
A11 buildings on the farm have original roofs of wooden shakes.
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The Pratt Farm is located on Federal Hill, southeast of Mount Savage.

The building originally consisted of a one and one-half story, two bays
wide log structure with "V" notching and mud chinking covered with german-
siding. It rests on a high foundation of random rubble stone with a plain
water table. The gable flank roof is covered with wooden shingles. Original
eaves consist of rafter ends. A large outside end stone chimney is original.
The door and windows have been removed. A shed roofed porch with wooden
shingles has collapsed.

A two and one half story, two bays wide addition abuts the original
on the east. Wall construction is of logs with "V" notching and mud
chinking covered with german siding. It rests on a low foundation of
random rubble stone with a plain water table. The gable flank roof is
covered with wooden shingles. Eaves consist of a box cornice with soffit
and returns. The addition has an interior brick chimney.

An addition abuts the log addition on the north. Wall construction is
frame with german siding. It rests on a high foundation of random ashlar
stone with a plain water table. The gable flank roof is covered with wooden
shingles. Eaves consist of a box cornice with soffit and returns. A brick
chimney is in the center of the frame addition. Windows are pedimented
pegged, two over two 1ights with fluted jambs and wooden Tugsills.

What is probably a log smoke house with "V" notching and mud chinking is
west of the Farmhouse. It rests on a high foundation of random rubble
stone and has an excellent wooden shingle roof. Poles are hung across the
interior of this smoke house. Hooks hanging on the poles consist of a piece
of vine with a sharpened piece of wood wrapped around the pole.

A large log barn southeast of the farmhouse is open in the middle. It

rests on a random rubble stone foundation and has a wooden shingle roof,
now collapsed.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One tract of land that is part of the Pratt Farm is
"Mi]i?agy Lot 3386," which was patented to George Sapp in
1801.{1)" Sapp's name appears 1? ? 1788 1ist of settlers
Tiving west of Fort Cumberland.(2) He had settled elsewhere
before receiving this tract, one of several thousand fifty
acre tracts set aside for veterans of the American Revolution.(3)
Sapp sold the tract and another six years later to Jacob Fare
whol sold them to John Barncord in 1822. (4)

Barcord settled the land and buizt the original log portion
of the Farmhouse shortly after 1823. 5)  James Pratt purchased
the farm in 1875 after Barncord had added two other tracts in
the 1840's.(6) It has been farmed by Pratt's descendants for
more than one hundred years. The current owner recalls that

his uncle, a former owner, stated that John Barncord's leg

house was standing in 1875 when James Pratt purchased the

farm. (7) : : -

The original cabin, a larger addition, a smokeheuse, and
a barn are all constructed of logs joined with the Tocally
prevalent "V' notching. A1l of these buildings and a later
frame addition have roofs of wooden shakes which are rare for
the area. The Pratt Farm stands as a physical reminder of the
resourcefulness of the early settlers of the mountains of western
Allegany County.

1. A]]egany County Land Records Liber 93, Folio 145

2. Will H. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland( Baltimore: Regional Publishing
Company) p.265

3. Allegany County Land Records, Liber P, Folio 214 and Harry I. Stegmaier,
Stgg]., Allegany County, A History (Parsons, W. Va. :McClain Printing Co.)

4. Allegany County Land Records, Liber E. Folio 233 and Liber L, Folio 471

5. é]}gga?g3County Assessments Liber 1813-1824, Folio 237 and Liber 1825-1832,
olio

6. Allegany County Land Records, Liber 93, Folio 145

7. Interview with William R. Pratt, May 15, 1979
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EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ 213 Acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
—— CouNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator
ORGANIZATION Allegany County Historic Sites May 15, 1979
STRET&NUMBE? - 3 Pershing Street 777-594%"
cITY OR TOWN Cumberland Maryland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267~-1438
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TITLE SEARCH

Pratt Farm
AL-V-B-112

Allegany County Deed: Liber 443, Folio 4

Grantee: William R. Pratt and Evelyn F. Pratt Date: December 27,1973
Grantor: Anna M. Pratt et al
Notes: "Pratt Farm"

Allegany County Deed: Liber 435, Folio 814

Grantee: Anna M. Pratt et al Date: March 4, 1946
Grantor: John A. Pratt
Notes: This deed filed in 1969

Allegany County Deed: Liber 156, Folio 439

Grantee: Richard A. Pratt and Jane A. Pratt Date: June 24, 1926
Grantor: Hazel F. Pratt
Notes: Widow of Joseph A. Pratt

Allegany County Deed: Liber:149, Folio 316
Grantee: Joseph A. Pratt, et ux Date: January 1, 1925
Grantor: Richard A. Pratt, et ux Consideration: $1,500

Allegany County Deed: Liber 93, Folio 145

Grantee: Richard A. Pratt Date: June 26, 1903
Grantor: James A. Pratt
Notes; This deed Tists all previous deeds and patents

Allegany County Deed: Liber 44, Folio 328
Grantee: James Pratt Date: April 9, 1875
Grantor: John Barncord and Sarah Barncord Consideration: $9,000

Allegany County Deed: Liber L, Folio 471

Grantee: John Barncord Date: April 30, 1822
Grantor: Jacob Fare ~ Consideration: $900
Notes: Lots mentioned in this deed and Liber 93, Folio 145

are "Military Lot 3386" and "Climb the Hil11"

Allegany County Assessments: Liber 1813-1824 Folio 237
"Climb the HiT11" and Military Lot 3386 "Both Date Assessed 1823
assessed at 47 cents per acre.

Allegany County Assessments Liber 1825-1832 Folio 193 Date Assessed 1825
"Climb the Hi11" and "military Lot 3386 "Both
assessed at one dollar per acre .
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