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Not Eligible

The Consolidation Coal Company built Hoffman Hollow in the late 1860s or early 1870s. This
typical company town housed miners from the Hoffman mine. Although at its peak in 1880, 203 people
lived in the town there are only about a dozen houses remaining today. Many of the buildings were
destroyed during construction of Route 48, now Interstate Route 68.

The vernacular frame dwellings in Hoffman Hollow are mainly two-story or saltbox shaped
buildings. They have been largely altered in design, materials, workmanship, and feeling by modern
materials such as aluminum and vinyl siding and by additions. The adjacent interstate highway has
drastically marred the entire setting. Therefore this survey district is recommended as not eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places.
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View of Hoffman Hollow Survey District (Al-V-285).



AL-V-A-285

Hoffman Hollow Survey District
Hoffman
Private

1860s - 1870s

The Hoffman Hollow Survey District is located on the northern side
of Maryland Route 48, east of the intersection of Route 48 and Route 36,
south of Frostburg in the Georges Creek coal region of Allegany County.
The architecture of the survey district is characterized by vernacular-
styled frame buildings. The majority of these are saltbox houses.

Hoffman Hollow is a typical company town in the Georges Creek coal
region of Allegany County. The town was built by the Consolidation Coal
Company, probably during the late 1860s or early 1870s to house miners
employed at the company's #3 or Hoffman Mine.
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The Hoffman Hollow Survey District is located on the northern side
of Md. Rt. 48 east of the intersection of Rt. 48 and Rt. 36, south of
Frostburg in the Georges Creek coal region of Allegany County. Hoffman
Road travels NE to SW through the survey district. The terrain of the
survey district is hilly.

A 1% story, 4 bay by 2 bay log house, (AL-V-A-025, Map #3) has walls
of v-notched logs. Additions and aluminum siding have obscured much of
the original building.

The architecture of the survey district is characterized by vernacular-
styled frame buildings. The majority of these are saltbox houses. The
1% story, 3 bay by 1 bay structures rest on stone foundations and have gabled
roofs. Shed-roofed porches shelter their facades. Shed-roofed additons
abutting their rear elevations give these buildings the saltbox shape
common to the Georges Creek region. An example is #15 on the attached
map. One saltbox house in Hoffman Hollow, #16 on the attached map, is
five bays wide, which may indicate that this dwelling was the home
of a mine boss or foreman.

Several buildings in Hoffman Hollow are typical 2 story, 3 bay
by 1 bay frame houses based on the ell plan. They rest on stone foundations
and have gabled roofs. Shed or hip-roofed porches shelter their facades.
An example is #2 on the attached map.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hoffman Hollow is a typical company town in the Georges Creek coal
region of Allegany County. The town was built by the Consolidation
Coal Company, probably during the late 1860's or early 1870's to house
miners employed at the company's #3, or Hoffman Mine.l It was common in
the Georges Creek region during this period for houses to "spring up"
in the vicinity of newly opened mines.? The houses of the town were
either built by the company or by employees of the company who leased
building lots form the company.3 The monthly rent for Consolidation
company houses in the early 1880's was between $3.50 or $6.00.4 The
population of the town in 1880 was 203 people.5

The Hoffman Mine was one of the larger mines in the Georges Creek
region. Approximately 500 men were employed in the mine early in the
20th century. 6In 1885 Consolidation installed the first ventilation
fans in the region at the Hoffman Mine.7 It was on of only 2 mines in
the region at which bathing facilites were provided for the miners.8
Most of the buildings associated with the mine were removed during the
construction of Maryland Route 48.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Footnotes

lKatherine Harvey, The Best-Dressed Miners, Life and Labor in the
Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910. Ithica: Cornell University Press, 1969
pp- 43 and 84.

2Ibid, p. 90

3Ibid., p. 92 and Consolidation Coal Co. Insurance Map #3, 1931.

4Ibid., p. 90

>Tbid., p. 84

6Ibid., p. 43

7Ibid., p. 45

81bid., p. 43




ALV A-285
HOFF AN HOLLOW SuRVEY DISTRICT
| ALLEG ANY COUNTY | MD

i SCALE = | T=72007 O*Pho’to Wiewds

4
NoRTH




ing

o/ " '=Cross

V-A-285

AL-

Frostburg, MD:PA

]
O Y4 &0
o OO
O o3
L S R ]
0w n L
'~ O un
A o O
1S
By~
U o
RN LT
~ (o]
e
5 &5
O (o]
lms
—
C U =
== s o liVo}
o N
o
§co
S '
U4 M
O 0 A
o= =

3
0 ~
(] o)}
o~ —
¥
(o) o
wn (4]

0
(0] o
HOo P
S0 o
g0 M
w a0
b S
™~ O
n e O
e — A,
~
e-’
m — o\
o
0 U o
Do

T a
7




1 an’
)¢ A A

- gl =
P“!-“J/_,,q—ﬁl‘:’-’-
- l‘ — o | .
™ - % =
- W- _n - -
g - ..-// - i

- v

- Pt L S B

= m‘\‘u“ ' e

L
Gl

|




AL-V=A-285

Bof fman Hollow Survey District
Allegany Co., MD

David A. Dorsey 2/82

photo #1, looking west
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photo #2, looking northeast
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photo #3, looking northeast
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photo #4, looking northeast
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photo #5, looking west



