AL-V-A-224 early 20th century
Brailler Mining Company House

Bald Knob

Private

This frame house is two stories tall, three bays wide, and one
bay deep. It is typical of houses built in Allegany County early in the
20th century. The house was built by the Brailler Mining Company which
operated the nearby Bald Knob Mine. A small board and batten barn and
the site of a schoolhouse are also located on the property
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The Brailler Mining Company House is located to the east of Bald
Knob Road near Mount Savage. The rectangular dwelling is two stories
tall and three bays wide on tie northeastern facade. A one-story frame
addition with a gabled roof abuts the southwestern elevation of the house.
Wall construction is frame with german siding covered with insul brick
siding. The gabled roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Eaves
consist of a boxed cornice and soffit. Wooden posts which originally supported
the dwelling were replaced with a high foundation of rusticated cement blocks
in the 1920's.

Shed roofed porches on the facade and the southwestern elevation are
not original. Original 2/2 sashes have been replaced with modern 1/1 sashes.
The main entrance is offset on the facade and includes a nine light door.
An added brick chimney is located on the exterior of the southeastern elevation.

A small board and batten barn northeast of the dwelling has a gabled roof

covered with asphalt shingles. The barn rests on wooden posts. To the east of
the dwelling is the site of a schoolhouse which has been removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Brailer Mining Company House was built early in the 20th century
by the Brailer Mining Company. (Bittner interview) 1In 1903-1904
the company, which was then known as the George's Creek and Bald Knob
Coal Company, opened the Bald Knob Mine on property of the Brailer family
north of Mount Savage. In 1918 " an average of 45 miners and 9 laborers
were employed..." at the mine. (Carney interview and Coals of Maryland,
pp. 162-163) The small frame house is typical of houses built in Allegany
County around the turn of the century. A small board and batten barn and the
site of a schoolhouse are also located on the property. (Bittner Interview)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Interview with Mr. Charles V. Bittner, owner, 10/20/80.
Interview with Mrs. Alice Carney 4/2/81.

Second Report on the Coals of Maryland, Maryland Geological Survey, 1920.
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ORGANIZATION DeTE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annctated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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