Willet's General Store and Post Office
AL-V-A-149

Carlos Road, Midlothian

1902

This general store and post office was opened in 1902 in
the village of Midlothian Mines. It was owned by Francis Willets
who operated the store on a parcel of land he purchased from the
New Central Coal Company in 1900. The general store was a fixture
of 1ife in the mining villages of the Georges Creek coal region;
each had "at least one store.”

The frame building is of a simple utilitarian design with a
three bay store front consisting of large double windows on
either side of a pedimented entrance.
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The Willet's General Store and Post Office is located on the
northern side of Carlos Road in Midlothian.

The store consists of a one and one-half story, three bays
wide rectangular frame structure with shiplap siding. It rests
on wooden posts and blocks with no water table. The gable front
roof is covered with asphalt shingles and tar paper. Eaves
consist of a cornice and fascia on the ends and of rafter ends
on the flanks. Wall features include cornerboards. One replaced
concrete block chimney is located outside end.

The three bay store front is on the southern facade. The
pedimented entrance in the center of the facade includes a one
Tight transom and a four panel door with original hardware.
Pedimented double windows with mullion are on either side of the
entrance. These are wide two over two lights with fluted jambs
and wooden Tugsills. One one over one 1ight window is on the
southern second floor. A frame addition on the east is of german
siding with a shed roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This general store and post office was opened in 1902 in the
village of Midlothian Mines. (1) It was owned and operated by
Franc1s Willets on a parcel of land he purchased from the New
Central Coal Company in 1900. (2) Some members of the mining
population attempted to enter the world of business often with
great sucess. Katherine Harvey wrote that... "By 1900 former
miners or miners' sons were engaged in selling a great variety
of goods, not only in the all-inclusive general store"...(3)

The general store was a fixture of 1ife in the mining
villages! each had "at least one store." (4) A description
of 1ife in Midlothian Mines during the 1920's in Allegany
County- A History, relates that although many residents had
managed to Tive with a high degree of self-sufficiency some
"neccessary supplies were purchased from Willets General
Store"...(5) An assessment of the store in 1914 lists an
average value of stock in the store of = $300.00. (6) In 1947
the store had a merchandising inventory of $2,671.48 and a 1938
Ford delivery truck. (7) Francis Willet's venture into
merchandising proved to be a profitable one for him and his
descendents who are still in business at the original site.

The frame building is a simple utilitarian design with a
three bay store front consisting of large double windows on
either side of a pedimented entrance. A shed roofed addition
runs the length of the eastern facade.

(1) Interview with Matthew Willets, Midlothian, Md. October 10,1978
(2) Allegany County Land Records, Liber 88, Folio 74

(3) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland Coal
Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p.p. 85-86

(4) Tbid, p84

(5) Harry I. Stegmaier Jr. et al., Allegany County, A History (Parsons W. Va.:
McClain Printing Co) p.p. 312-313

263 Allegany County Assessments District 19, 1910-1917, p.274

7) Allegany County Wills, Estate #2819
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David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator
ORGANIZATION DATE
Alleqgany County Historic Sites Augqust 28, 1979
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Cumberland Marvland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Willet's General Store and Post Office
AL-V-A-149

Allegany County Deed. Liber 481, Folio 411

Grantee: Matthew Willets and Mabel Willets Date: September 5, 1975
Grantor: Donna Jean Parker, et al
Notes: Conveyed small interest to the Willets

Allegany County Deed: Liber 322, Folio 131
Grantee: Matthew Willets and Mabel Willets Date: May 23, 1960
Grantor: William R. Carscaden, trustee

Allegany County Deed: Liber 322, Folio 118
Grantee: William R. Carscaden Date: May 23, 1960
Grantor: Lillian Willets, et al

Allegany County Wills Estate#2819
Grantee: Lillian Willets, et al Date: September 17, 1947
Grantor Julia Willets
Notes: Merchandise inventory of $2,671.48 including delivery
truck

Allegany County Wills Liber S. Folio 74
Grantee: Julia Willets Date: April 1, 1938
Grantor: Frank Willets

Allegany County Deed: Liber 322, Folio 118

Grantee: Frank Willets and Julia Willets Date: October 14, 1913
Grantor: Francis Willets and Frances Willets Consideration: $1,200.00
Notes: This conveyance was not recorded or legal.

Grantees obtained the property through the doctrine
of adverse possession. Reference is 1iber 322, folio 118.

Allegany County Deed: Liber 88, Folio 74
Grantee: Francis Willets Date: November 1,1900
Grantor: The New Central Coal Company Consideration: $100.00

Allegany County Assessments 1910-1917 District #19
Notes: Average valUe of stock in Willets Store is $300.00
assessed in 1914
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