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Dutch Hollow School
Blank Road, Mount Savage
1870's

Although the county's public school system was established in 1865,
it was not until the 1870's that adequate schoolhouses were built. In the
mining area many schools were built on land donated by the mining companies.
The Dutch Hollow School was built during the 1870's. The building has
been partially remodeled but one remaining feature of interest is the large
brick chimney of white glazed brick, a local product. Although the school
was closed in the 1950's it serves as a reminder of the progress of education
in Allegany County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Dutch Hollow School is located northwest of Mount Savage at the
intersection of Blank Road and Dutch Hollow Road.

The building consists of a one story rectangular frame structure
with german siding. It rests on a replaced low cinderblock foundation
with a plain water table. Eaves consist of a fascia and frieze
with brackets. The gable flank roof is covered with asphalt shingles.
An original chimney of white glazed brick with a corbeled cap is
located outside end. A1l windows and doors have been replaced. A
central gabled portico is on the northeastern facade.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




RL-V-I 125

B} SIGNIFICANCE
ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LAND'SCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEQLOGY-HISTQRIC __CONSERVATION —_LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _)S\RCHITECTURE _)gDUCATION —MILITARY _.SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _—ART __ENGINEERING __MuSIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 —-COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
~.1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY}
_.INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The public school system of Allegany County was estab]jsed in 1865. (1)
A state report of that year described teachers as "ignorant" and schoolhouses

as "very inferior." (2) Despite the county's high rate of illiteracy, Georges'
Creek miners "registered a higher rate of literacy than laborers in town or
upper George's Creek rgion, including Mount Savage, reported that in 1865
there were fifteen schools houses and one thousand and three hundred students
in the district. (4) More substantial schoolhouses were built with funds
raised by students and citizens on lands donated by the coal companies. (5)
"Once the building program really began, the mining areas were well looked
after." (6)

One schoolhouse erected in the 1870's during the schoolbuilding program
was the Dutch Hollow School near Mount Savage. The land on which it stands was
eventually acquired by adverse possession, the Board of Education had "continuous-
1y openly, and notoriously used and occupied said property for the period of
at least seventy years." (7) One interesting feature of this long frame building
is the Targe original chimney of white glazed brick, a local product. Although
the school was closed in the early 1950's when a modern high school was built
nearby. The Dutch Hollow School stands as a reminder of the importance of
education in the lives of the miners of the Georges Creek area.

(1) Katherine Harvey, Best Dressed Miners; Life and Labor in the Maryland Coal
Region, 1835-1910.(Tthaca: Cornell University Press.)p. 109

(2) Harry Stegamier, et al. Allegany County-A History (Parsons, W Va.: McClain
Printing Co.) p.155

§3) Ibid

4) Harvey, pp. 109-110

(5) Stegmaier, p.263

(6) Harvey, p.111

(7) Allegany County Land Records, Liber 256, Folio 149
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