BRICK MINING BUILDINGS
AL-V=A-049
0ld Legislative Road, Midlothian
ca. 1850

The Brick Mining Buildings consist
of a cluster of three brick buildings; a
two story "L" shaped facade flanked by
one story, square shaped structures. The
facades are of American Common Bond con-
struction and are believed to have served
as gtables and scales for the New Central
Mining Company. The New Central Company
built the structures circa 1850 and were
soley responsible for the operation of
the mines and the growth of the village

of Midlothian.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Brick Mining Buildings are located on the east side of the
0ld Legislative Road in Midlothian, Allegany County, near the in-
tersection of the road to Carlos.

The site basically consists of a cluster of three brick build-
ings; a two story, "L" shaped facade flanked by one story, square
shaped structures. A two story wing with shed roof abuts the cen-
tral building while the other two have no additifions. The buildings
are brick facades with American Common Bond construction. All of
the structures are supported by low stone foundations with plain
water tables. The roof of the central building is gabled while the
two flanking buildings feature hipped roofs, and all are covered
with asphalt materials. The eaves feature boxed cornices and soffit
and the two end buildings exhibit louvered copulas. Windows in the
buildings include double hung wooden sash frames with one over one
and six over six lights with semi~circular arches and hood molds.
Entrances are located on the front western faces and exhibit replaced
doors. Two original corbeled brick chimneys are located to the in-
terior of the two northern buildings, while only one is found on the
southern structure.

The buildings are structurally sound but have been somewhat al-
tered to be used for garage and storage spaces.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brick Mining Buildings are a series of structures that were
erected by the New Central Mining Company in the mid 19th century.
The New Central Company owned and operated the mines in the Village
of Midlothian during the mining era in the George's Creek Valley, and
the mines supported a population of 398 according to the tenty U.S.G.S;
ceasus report,1880.1 The buildings were used for stables for the
housing of workponies and also the housing of the scales for weighing
the coal. 1In 1873, miners became convinced that the company was cheating
them of their full salary and struck. The miners "complained of short
weight and demanded that the scales be adjusted, that the miners be
granted the privilege of placing a check weighman at the dump, and that
the weight of each car be marked upon its side."? The company granted
all of these demands.

To bring attention to their greivences, the miners of the New Cen=
tral Company advertised their complaints in the "Frostburg Mining Jourpal
and also scheduled a meeting concerning the forming of a miners union.

The forming of the union came into being and were to be known as "The
Miners and Laborers Protective and Benevolent Association of Allegany Co.
Maryland. The union was inigtiated by the workers at the Midlothian mines.

The buildings are presently in fair condition and are being used for
garage space.

1 HARVEY, Katherine A. The Best Dressed Miners, Cornell Univeristy Press,
1969, pp. 84

ibid pp. 168

3 1bid pp. 169

N
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John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale

ORGANIZATIOIN. DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 12/10/76

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
507 National Highway 777-8991

CITY OR TOWN STATE
LAVale Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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