AL-1V-A-098 c. 1880s
Wilson Apartments
103-105 Washington Street
(48-50 until c. 1922)
Cumberland

This 3-story hip-roofed double brick house was built in the Romanesque
Revival style in the 1880s. The symmetrical front facade of the duplex features
two 2-story semicircular bay windows. These have three 1/1 windows on each
floor and have continuous stone bands serving as lintels and sills. These bay
window towers have simple wide stone cornices and flat roofs which are used as
balconies for the third floor; there is a door and window recessed within an arch
facing out on these balconies. A stone-capped pedimental gable forms the
terminuses of these two vertical bays. In between these bays are two windows
at the second and third story levels and at the first level there is a recessed,
double entranceway--the building’s main feature--made of the same reddish
brownstone used as trim elsewhere on the facade and flanked by engaged
Romanesque columns. The building is set up on a high stone base, and has
four chimneys, two on each side. It faces south onto Washington Street, with
Plum Alley to the west of the building.

The eastern half is currently 103 Washington Street, but was 48 until c.
1922. In 1919, according to the Cumberland Directory of that year, the occupant
was Philip J. Roman. The western half (105 now, and formerly 50) was
occupied by Benjamin A. Richmond in 1919. In 1923, the Directory lists Mrs.

Benjamin A. Richmond as residing there, probably by then a widow. In 1923,

103 was occupied by Edward F. Webb. The 1935 Directory lists the building as
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the Wilson Apartments, and lists the occupants as Wm. R. Bretz, Mrs. Theresa
H. Dilger, Eula Cook, and Josephine B. Spiker. The duplex had probably been
sold by then, and divided into apartments. According to a tax map of that year,

the owner in 1972 was James E. Wilson, Jr.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

103-105 Washington Street is a double brick house of
3 storeys with each half mirroring the other. Set up on
a high stone base, this house has matching 2 storey semi-
circular bow fronts. These have three windows (1/1) on
each floor and have continuous stone bands serving as
lintels and sills. These bows have simple wide stone
cornices and flat roofs which are used as balconies for
the third floor; there is a door and window recessed withij
an arch facing out on these balconies. A stone capped
pedimental gable forms the terminuses of these two
vertical bays. In between these bays are two windows at
the second and third storey levels and at the first
level there is a deeply recessed, double entranceway —-
the building's main feature -- made of the same reddish
brownstone used as trim elsewhere on the facade and

flanked by engaged Romanesque columns.
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Interesting as a Romanesque revival urban dwelling,
103-105 Washington Street helps to hold together the
courthouse area and to keep it from bleeding out into the

void created by St. Paul's Lutheran Church next door.
It is also a stylistic compliment to the Romanesque {
courthouse. |
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(48-50 until c. 1922)
Wilson Apartments (in 1935)
Sanborn Map Co., 1904
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AL-TIV-A-098
103-105 Washington Street (48-50 until c. 1922)

Wilson Apartments (in 1935 Cumberland Directory)
Sanborn Map Co., 1921
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Aerial View of Cumberiand - 1948
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