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NOMINATION FORM
for the

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

C OMMON:

Cumberland Cloak & Suit Store Building (South building)

AND/OR HISTORIC:
Embassy Theatre
STREET AND NUMBER:

49-53 Baltimore Street (south side of street)

CITY OR TOWN:

Cumberland
STATE COUNTY:
___Marvland e _ 1 Allegany
[3._CLASSIFICATION TlLn N
CATEGQORY ACCESSIBLE
Oow STATUS
(Check One) NERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
] District 3 Building [ Public Public Acquisition: 5] Occupied Yeos:
{j Site ] Structure |X Privote O tn Process (O Unoccupied [d Restricted
O Object O Both 7] Being Considered [ Preservotian wark [ Unrestricted
in progress O Ne

PRESENT USE (Check Cne ar Mare az Appropriate)

[3 Agriculturol [ Government 3 Park [OJ Tronsportotion [J Comments
Commercial {3 Industriol [] Privote Residence (O Other (specity)

{7} Educotionol 5 Milisary [ Religious

(7] Entertainment O Museum [ Scientific

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

Fonadas 4
WNER'S N AME:

L. J. Kauffman

STREET AND NUMBER:

54 Baltimore Street

C!TY OR TOWN: STATE:

Cumberland Maryland

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS., ETC:

Allegany County Courthouse

STREET ANO NUMBER:

30 Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Cumberland Maryland
Title Reference of C Pg, #); 164-352
g S e

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: [0 Federo! [ Stote [d County [ Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:




Ai TV -0
DESCRIPTION Sl e

{Check One) .
CONDITION O Excellent K] Good {3 Fair (O] Deterioroted [ Ruins ) ‘Unexposed
(Check One) {Check One)
K] Altered (] Unaitered {J Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 «D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building stands on the south side of Baltimore Street
near the middle of the block formed by Mechanic and Liberty
Streets. It is located in the second block east of Wills
Creek in Cumberland, Allegany County, Maryland. The property
is known as 49-53 Baltimore Street.

The building is a modernistic style structure approximately
three stories high and of masonry construction. It is the full
width of the property, approximately thirty-three feet, with
only the facade (north side) and back visible. All of the
aesthetic treatment is on the facade with the back being a
plain brick wall with a few openings. The building was
erected about 1933 as a movie theater and is presently used
as a department store.

The facade of the first floor is faced with large black
ceramic tiles and has large show windows of recent vintage.
The upper levels of the facade are covered with flat, cut
stone and have a feeling of verticality to them. There are
six pilasters of which the center two are fluted and topped
with an arch with a radiating motif in low relief. Between
the fluted pilasters and three openings with black marble
panels above and below them. Flanking the center pilasters
are two sets of plain pilasters that extend to the top of
the building. Between each set of these piers are narrow
windows with black marble panels from the top of the bottom
windows to the bottom of the top windows. Three metal, cage-
like finials top the facade.

The interior has been altered from the movie theater to
large show rooms. The general condition of the building is
good.
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All-',;_fll. (}/ 2..

[ SToniFIcANCE

PERIOD (Check One or Mare as Appropriate)

atombion 7] 16th Century ] 18th Century 32, 20th Century
] 15th Century {1 17th Century 0O 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable 2nd Known) c.1933
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Mare as Appropriate)
Abariginal [ Education 0O Pelitical {3 Urban Planning
] Prehistaric O Engineering O Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
3 Historic O Industry losophy
O Agriculture 3 Inventian [} Science
Architecture {3 Landscape O Sculpture
O Arn Architecture O Social/Humon-
] Commerce O Literature itarian
O Communicotions [ Military {1 Theater
[} Conservotion [ Music O Transpertatian

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building that stands at 49-53 Baltimore Street in
Cumberland is significant for its architectural merit and its
preservation through an adaptive use.

oo Dece-

The building is an example of the Modexnistic style of
architecture. Popular in the era between the 1920's and the
early 1940's, the style stressed verticality with rectilinear
ornament. A common motif is fluting and geometrical curves
usually play a secondary role. Normally the ornament is in
low relief.

Presently, the building is being used as a shop by the
Cumberland Cloak and Suit Store which has its main store
across the street at 52 Baltimore Street. The building was
erected about 1932-1933 as a movie theater. For several years,
the Embassy theater was located here. The theater is first
listed in the city directory in 1933. At the end of the 1950s
the theater was out of business and the building was taken oven
by the. Cumberland Cloak and Suit Store. The store is first
listed in the city directory for this location in 1959.




Polk's Cumberland City Directory,

Pittsburgh: R. L. Polk and Company. 1933 and 1958 - 1959
issues.

Ti0. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUOE AND LONGITUOE COOROINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUOE LONGITUOE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° f - ° f - -3 f - ° f »
NE -] . - (-] . -
SE ° f » ° f "
Sw Q * » (-] . »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
Acreage Justification:

The property is approximately 33'x89'.

|
|

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES

STATE: COUNTY
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:

'11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Ronald L. Andrews, Consultant - Historic Sites Survey
DATE

ORGANIZATION
Tri-County Council for W. Md., Inc. 7/31/74

STREET AND NUMBER:

Suite 510, Algonquin Motor Inn

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Cumberland Marvyland

“Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National (7} State [) Local [J

Signature
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ADDENDUM. AND CORRECTION SHEET: (Andrews, 1975)

#1., common name: H49-53 Baltimore Street
#4. owner of property: MNrs. Lena J. Kauffman
#8. significance:
style:s Art Deco
date builts 1931-1932
architects Hodgens and Hills, Philadelphia
contractcr: George Hazelwood, Cumberland
built as Embassy Theatre which was owned by
irs. Grace Fisher who owned other theaters
in Cumberland
building permit issued by city 21 July 1931
to Lena J., Hauffman who still owns the
property - apparently the building was built
to Fisher specifications for Kauffman

#9. Dbibliography:

Polk's Cumberland City Directory. Pittsburgh:
R. L. Polk and Company, various years.

Allegany County Land Records, Courthouse,
Cumberland, laryland.

Cumberland Building Permits, Cumberland,
Maryland,
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