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In 1758, three years after Braddock's defeat, the combined
forces of the British and their colonies were gathering for an
assault on Fort Duquesne. The British Colonel Bouquet was stationed
in Reastown (Bedford, Pa.) to prepare for the assault while Col. George
Washington was doing the same in Fort Cumberland. Bouquet wrote
Maryland's Governor Sharpe in June 1758, that a "road of communication"
between Fort Cumberland and Reastown should be constructed. Colonel
Mercer of the colonies directed the work on the road on which Washington

and Bouquet later conferred.
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In 1758, three years after Braddock's defeat, the combined forces of the

British and their colonies were gathering for an assault on Fort Duquesne. The

British Colonel Bouquet was stationed in Reastown (Bedford, Pa.) to prepare for the

assault while Col. George Washington was doing the same in Fort Cumberland.

Bouguet

wrote ilaryland's Covernor Sharpe in June of 1758 that a "road of communication™

setween Fort Cumberland and Reastown should be constructed.l tork was begun imme-

diately but was constantly interrupted by attacks by hostile Indians.2

the road was directed by a colonial Colonel Mercer.

on the road halfway between Cumberland and Reastown.

Work on

Washington and Bouguet conferred

1. Will 4. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland, (Originally published, Washington,
1878, reprinted, Regional Publishinq Co., Baltimore, 1972) n. 232-3.

2. Lowdermilk, r.. 234.

3. Lowdermilk, p. 236,
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