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LOCK HOUSE #70 and LIFT LOCK
C & O Canal at Greensprings Road
1845

Lock House #70 is one of seventy-five
lock houses located along the C & O Canal. 1t
is a rectangular frame building covered with
weatherboard and was originally used to house
a locktender and his family. Like the other
Lock Houses along the canal, Lock House #70 is
owned by the National Parks Service which is
currently responsible for its maintenance and

upkeep.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X goop __RUINS —_ALTERED __MOVED DATE
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lock House #70 and Lift Lock #70 are located along the C & O
Canal at Greenspring Road in Oldtown, Allegany County.

Lock House #70 is a rectangular frame building that is two
stories high and three bays wide. It is covered with weatherboard. The
entire facade is supported by low pillars msde of stone and cement. The
roof is gabled with eaves and a soffit covered with tin. The main en-
trance is located on the north side of the building under a partially
enclosed shed-roof porch. THe entrance itself consisted of a verticle
panaled door with replaced hardware. Windows in the building have plain
wooden trim with cornices. Those on the 2nd floor have been boarded up
while those on the first floor are covered with shutters. One original
brick chimney is located in the interior of the building.

The house is structurally sound and retains much of its ori-
ginal fabric and appearance.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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locktender and his family.

Lift lock Houses along the C & O Canal were built to house the

The locktender was on call 24 hours a day and

his job was to maintain and operate his respective lock. 74 locks were

built along the 184 mile canal to ascend the 609 foot rise from Georgetown

to Cumberland.

The canal opened for navigation to Cumberland on October

10, 1850, so the lock houses in Allegany County were probably built in the
late 1840's.!

granted the lock house to live in and an acre of land for a garden.

The locktender's salary was only $25.00 a month, but he was

Many

of them also had hogs, chickens, or a cow OF two that would also graze on
the land.

locktender.

If a boat approached at night, it was necessary to arouse the

When near the lock, the mule driver would loudly chant, '"Lock
ready -- Lock ready -- Hey -- ey -- ey, Lock!",
back of the back of the boat would sound off a bugle.

and the steersman in the
The locktender would

then signal with a lantern as to whether or not the lock was ready to enter.
It took ten to fifteen minutes for a canal boat to clear the lock with the

help of the boat crew as well as the locktender.

used for all of the 74 years the canal was in Operation.2

remained in the houses until they found other jobs.

This same system was

The canal ceased operation in 1924, and many of the locktenders

Construction materials

of lift-lock houses in Allegany County include frame and log with stone

foundations.

Their use is now limited in this county to public viewing

in the C & 0 Park areas, although specific entrance into them is restricted.

History of Western Marvland, Scharf: Everts Pub. Co., Philadelphia,

1882, p. 712

Wolfe George, I Drove Mules on the C & O Canal, Dover Graphic Co.,

Dover, 1969, p. 51

-ONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EDIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 121.75 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ° COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
John Nelson, Steve Beale, Joan Baldwin 9/1/76
ORGANIZATION G DATE
Allegany ounty Historie Sites Survey 777-8991
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
507 National Highway
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Lavale Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438 1
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Key points regarding interior architecture.

1. Floor plan
" No through hall--How many rooms lcng and deep?
Where is stairway? Straight or winding?

- With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many?
Rooms on one side only? How many?
Is stair in through hall?
Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing
: How many? Curved.
If not in hall, where is stair?

2. Wall finish: plaster, paneled, board partition
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc.

3. Fireplaces: -How many? Parallel to walls or diagonal in
corner? . .
Mantels: wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns

' masonry--marble{what color? )}, brick

3. Doors: on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical,
horizontal). In general are doors paneled or ledge or other?

4, Door and window trims: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded;
pilasters

5. Kitchen: Where is original if extant or known (marked by very
large fireplace)? Separate building: wing to principzal
dwelling: within principal dwelling? On which flcor of any
of the above?
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