Cheney Log House
AL-11-A-121

off Black Valley Road
north of Flintstone
first halt 1800's

The Original owner of this house and farm was Thomas Cheney.
This log house was most 1ikely built before his death in 1850.
Cheney's three sons split the farm after his death, and eventually,
his grandson, Millard Cheney, owned the farm property. This log
house is built with "V" notching of the logs, a typical construction
in Allegany County where logs served as a functional building material
because of the abundant forests. Cheney Log House serves as a reminder

of a county-wide building practice and of a prominent 19th century
farming family.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cheney Log House stands on the west of what probably is part
of the 01d Hancock Road north of Flintstone Creek.

This house consists of a two story, three bays wide log structure
with "V" notching. The southern facade is covered with weatherboard.
It rests on a high foundation of random rubble stone with a plain
water table. The gable flank roof is covered with ribbed tin. Eaves
consist of a cornice and fascia. An original brick chimney located outside
end of the original has been enclosed by an addition.

The main entrance in the center of the eastern facade has a replaced
door. Six over six lights windows are pegged. A two story, two bays wide
frame addition with german siding abuts the original on the north. It
rests on a random ashlar stone foundation. The gable flank roof, with
ribbed tin is extended to the west to form a saltbox. A shed roofed
veranda is on the east and north of the addition. A log out building
has square notching and a high random ashlar stone foundation.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Cheney farm property was originally owned by Thomas Cheney.
This 1og house was probably built durin%];homas Cheney's lifetime,

before 1850, which is the year he died.
John, Leonard, and Salathiel Cheney split up the farm.

When Thomas died, his sons,

A deed in 1870 mentions the "Cheney dwelling house."(2) This deed
also mentions that the Cheneys sold one acre of their land to John
Piper to use as a "shanty for the sale of distilled spirits commonly
known as grog hop."(3) The Cheneys specify in the de?g)that they want

no "indecent or angry language" spoken at the shanty.

In 1902, Millard Cheney bought this pafg)of the Cheney farm from

Robert H. Gordon, Trustee for Equity 5105

Millard was the son

of Leonard Ch?g?y. Equity Case 5105 mentions two dwelling houses on

the property;

One of them was this log house and the other one was

Cheney Frame House (AL-11-A-120), already owned by Millard Cheney.

Logs were a very functional type of building material in Allegany
County where forests are abundant. This house stands as a reminder of
a county-wide building practice and a prominent 19th century farming

family.

Ibid

Ibid

ATTegany County Land Records, Liber 90, Folio 321
Allegany County Equity 5105

1)
ggg Land Records, Allegany County, Liber 31, Folio 506
(5
5)
(6)
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Allegany County Land Records, Liber 14, Folio 332, Liber 15, Foli0235
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