HELMICK GROCERY STORE
AL-II-A-044
0ld Route 40, Flintstone
ca. 1855

The Helmick Grocery Store is believed
to have been built circa 1855 for James
and Jemima Wilson, heirs of the original
settler in Flintstone, Eli jah Robosson.
The store consists of a two story, two
bay wide frame structure with a gable
roof. Eli and James Ash operated the
store during the years of ownership of

the Wilsons, and during the Civil War

%

era, the store was raided and looted by
Confederate troops. The Ash family
finally purchased the store in 1876 and
continued the business. The store is
still in operation and remains a docu-
ment to a way of life once found in Alle-

gany County in the mid 19th century.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

AL-II-A-044

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TBINAME

HISTORIC
Helmick's Grocery Store
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BALOCATION
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corner of Murley's Road & 0ld Route 40

CITY, TOWN

CONGRESS!IONAL DISTRICT

Flintstone X_ viciniTY OF Sixth
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Allegany
[EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X occuriep _AGRICULTURE  _ MUSEUM
X BUILDINGIS) ZPRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED XcoMMmERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  __ PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY __OTHER
EJ OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME - o .
Cleland Helmick "Telephone #: 478-2414
STREET & NUMBER
Route 2
CITY. TOWN STATE,, 2Z1p code
Flintstone X_ VICINITY OF Maryland
[ LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 374
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 526
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Allegany County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER
30 Washington Street
CITY, TOWN STATE
Cumberland, Maryland
A REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
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—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —.DETERIORATED KUNALTERED &ORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0D —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
XraR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Helmick's Grocery Store lies on the south east corner of the
intersection of Murley's Branch Road and 0ld Route 40 in Flintstone,
Maryland.

The store is a basic two story , two bay wide frame structure
covered with novelty siding. It is rectangular in shape and rests
upon a low stone foundation. A rear addition of the same description
but of lesser width as above abuts the south side of the block. The
addition is covered with plain weatherboarding. Windows have plain
trim and are mostly double hung wooden sash frames with two over two
lights. There is, however, a six over six window on the first story
of the south side of the store. Entrances on the north and south ends
both have replaced hardware. The north (front) entrance used to have
a transom light, but now has an electric fan in the opening. The sof-
fit under the eaves used to contain brackets spaced at two foot inter-
vals, but they have been since removed. Roofs over both blocks are
simply gabled and are covered with replaced tin sheeting. There are
no covered porches on the structure. Circular ventilators decorate
the gables of the main block. One original corbeled brick chimney
has a central location on the main block.

Helmick's Grocery Store retains most of its original fabric

and appears much as it did when built in the 1800's. It currently
stands structurally sound and is in fair to good condition.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B3 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
PREHISTORIC __ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —_ LAW _SCIENCE
—1500-1599 ~—AGRICULTURE _ _ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
- 1600-1699 KARCH”ECTURE __EDUCATION - KMILITARY —SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING —_MUSIC —THEATER
z'l 800-1899 _X.COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
© —-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —_INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1855 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Helmick Grocery Store is believed to have been built circa
1855 for James and Jemima Wilson, heirs of the original settler in
Flintstone, Elijah Robosson. Jemima Robosson Wilson inheirited the
property from her father Francis Robosson and construction of the
store was begun. During the time of ownership of the Wilson family,
Eli and son James Ash operated the store room. During the Civil War,
Confederate troops raided and looted the store, taking what they
needed and strewning the remainder in the street. 1In 1876, the Ash
family finally bought the store from the Wilsons and later sold to
John Robinette.

The store is still in operation as one of the oldest stores
in the county, and is in very near original appearance. It remains
a cultural and architectural reminder of a way of life once found
in small communities in Allegany County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FEIAMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

t 1
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 85' x 122

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY o
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
o o John Nel'son, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale

ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 11/8/76

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
507 National Highway 777-8991

CITY OR TOWN STATE
LaVale, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



TITLE SEARCH

Helmick's Grocery
AL-II-A-038"YY

Allegany County Deed; Liber 413, Folio 215
grantee: (leland H. Helmick, et. ux.
grantor: Leah B. Twigg, widow, et. al.
October 18, 1967

Consideration: $9,000.00

Allegany County Deed; Liber 374, Folio 526
grantee: Howard C. Willison, et. ux.
grantor: Leah B. Twigg, widow, et. al.
August 5, 1964

Congideration: $3,000.00

Allegany County Will; Liber S, Folio 214

grantee: Laura M. Browning

grantor: Richard S. Bell, et. al., Trustees

August 17, 1918

Consideration: $1,500,00
(Trustees sold the land on June 29, 1918 to the grantee. They were
appointed to sell the estate of John B. Robinette.)

Allegany County Deed: Liber 107, Folio 333
grantee: John B. Robinette

grantor: James Ash, et. al.

November 15, 1910

Allegany County Deed; Liber 47, Folio 97
grantee: James Ash, et. al.
grantor: James Wilson, et. ux.
February 4, 1876
Consideration: $2,200.00
(James and Jemima Wilson owned the store throughout the Civil War,
but it was operated by Eli Ash and was later bought by the Ash family.)
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DATE: 2/2 q/?(a ’
RENCDELING: rastic, moderate, minor

NAME CF I'ROPERTY: gCo!z/uElk OF Munier= RoaD & oLn AT 4o, FLINT STONVE
>

LOCATICH OF provERFY: HELM (K s (Roceel

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: NoRrH
NANE OF OwNER: CLELAND HE L MICK 79 -2 4 if
ADDRESS Rowde 2 L Flmts e 1530

J

GTORIES: 10 ) 2075 ) B( ) 5 ) 6( ) BAYS: 1¢ ) 205 ) B( ) 5C ) 600 7() ()

WINGS, SDDITIONS: Resv 2 $&n’3/ Gl Bou) Addition - Fgoitﬁlaz*’s oﬂf

Dwelling Shape: (squzre, cross,irectangularb

WAL CCNSTRUCTION:
No
(Q/F}UJ-KE: Bevel, clapboard, [veatherbosrd] wood shingles, board & batten (type?)
( ) BRICK: Bond type~ cormon, inglish, Flemish. Sketch variants.
( ) STGNE: Bond type~ rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated
{ 0 les
( ) Other: Coverings

WALL FEAZTURES: BELT COURSE, PILASTERS, CTHERS PL A 4
FCUNDATICHS: HIGH, (LOW] BRICK
WATER TiBIE: MNCNE, (PLAIN, BEVELED, MOULDED BRICK

WINDCWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) ?/2(//6(//0( ) 9/9( ) other( )

pecged nailed( ) wide ( ) narrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( )

ENTRANCE, DCORS: LOCATICH:
HARDWARE: original( ) replaced( ) ﬂwwa>

FAN LICHT, SIDE LIGHTS, PLATN (Wow Mus

Paneled, Vertic e, Horizontal Boards

e B
] ] . g paste [rackeds
CCRNIUE, BAROE, FAVES: (crown, fascia, bed) nseb 4 €
original( ) replaced( ) Rafter Ends, Modillions, Dentils, Irieze,
Lrchitrave

HIP, SHED, LANSARD, G/AMBREL, FLAT, DCRMERS #
3 1 3

2o - slate, asphalt original( ) replaced(\ Q=
PORCHES: SHADE CF RCOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( ) ——"

CHIKNEYS: MUMRER | PRICK(Y s70NE( ) CCRBELEZD( o originel(L3replaced ( )
TCCATICH: Flush end{ ) Inside end( ) Outside end( ) Central(ﬁ/ Interior ( )

g

CGF:  GABLL FRONT
3
I2TuRIAL:  woo

LRCHIS: Door and window: Keystone, Cegmental, Semicircular

ICOMMIENTS
Use - -Sfo., = Jﬂv/
Significance -~ was p{p[;éd» 3? M}nl bol!\ ,}f.‘:_ d A y Q/u'( e
Date Constructed - Lygs 0 i
Condition - 4 -
A
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