Robey Schoolhouse

AL-1-B-045

High Germany Road, Little Orleans
ca. 1910

Residents of the rural area northeast of Little Orleans were
originally served by a log schoolhouse on Ziegler Road. Robey
Schoolhouse was built around 1910 to replace the log structure.
Architecturally the newer schoolhouse is similar to schools built
in the county during the late nineteenth century. It is a small
frame building with german siding and a medium hipped roof. Large
pedimented windows provide adequate 1ight to the classroom.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Roby Schoolhouse is located north of High Germany Road
near Little Orleans. -

The building, in original condition, consists of a rectangular
frame structure, one story by two bays wide with german siding. It
rests on wooden posts with no water table. The medium hipped
roof is covered with tar paper and has snowboards. Eaves consist
of a cornice with fascia, soffit, and frieze. Wall features
include cornerboards.

The main entrance is in the center of the southern facade
and includes a replaced two panel one light door. Windows are
original large two over two lights pegged with wooden lugsills.
A porch roof on the south has been removed. A shed roofed porch
is on the south. A replaced rock-faced cement block chimney is
located inside end.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The school system of Allegany Countywas established in 1865. (1)
During the 1870's and early 1880's many one and two room schoolhouses
were erected thoughout the county. Building was concentrated first in
towns and villages; schoolhouses in rural areas were built later during
the program.

Robey Schoolhouse is located in the rural area northeast of Little
Orleans. It was built to replace an earlier 1og schoolhou se which was
located nearby on Zeigler Road. (2) The property was conveyed to the
Board of County School Commissioners in 1910 and it is 1ikely that the
building was erected at about that time. (3)

The schoolhouse is architecturally similar to schoolhouses built in
the county during the late nineteenth century. It is a small frame
building with german siding resting on wooden posts. It has a medium
hipped roof and pedimented windows large enough to provide ample 1light
to the classroom. Robey Schoolhouse is in fair condition and serves as
a reminder of the progress of education in Allegany County.

(1) John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Philadelphia" L.H. Everts
Co.) p.1355

(2) Interview Mrs. Jessie E. McCusker, Little Orleans, July 30, 1979

(3) Umpublished document "School Properties" Allegany County Board of
Education, Cumberland, Md. p. 131

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EE1FORM PREPARED BY
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David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites C oordniator
ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sltes July 17, 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3 Pershing Street 777-5944
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Cumberland Maryland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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