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Blue Shield’s mission

Working for the protection of the world’s cultural 
heritage by coordinating preparations to meet 
and respond to emergency situations



• Raise Awareness

• Execute & Coordinate Emergency Response
• Execute the role provided in the Second Protocol

to the 1954 Hague Convention (ICBS)

• Promote & assist National Blue Shield organizations

Blue Shield’s activities
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ANCBS
Association of National Committees of the Blue Shield

International Coordination Center in The Hague

• Brings the expertise of the national committees    
together to assist worldwide action

• Facilitates communication between ICBS, the National 
Committees and all relevant external parties

• Identifies resources
• Works in close cooperation with ICBS in Paris



Historical Archive Cologne

- Open in 1971

- 30 km storage space

- 780 personal archives



Historical Archive Cologne



Background Information

Historical Archive Cologne
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The New Subway Line
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Blue Shield Mission
27 April - 1 May 2009



Current activities

• Firemen rescue materials on location
• Separation of rubble and collection
• Try to remove most rubble
• Register all material
• Separate dry & wet materials
• Dry damp material
• Pack and transport wet material for 

freeze drying



Firemen





First Assessment Center



Drying moist materials



Blue Shield Mission - 27 April / 1 May
Participants from The Netherlands

• Amsterdam:
(Stadsarchief) Janien Kemp, Henk Urban, Jan-Willem Schilt, 
Lydia Hagoort, Marc Hameleers, Marion Kuipers, Liesbeth 
Hoogeveen, Anne Leenaarts, Erik Swierstra, Ate Kahrel

• Den Haag:
(Gemeentearchief)Paul Kempff,Hans Peter Ros, Wendy Louw, 
Nicolette Faber, Wilna Louwrier, Phil Swenker, Maarten Schenk, 
Henk Duits, Fred Siliakis, Henk Dekker, Sjoukje Atema, Frans van 
Rooijen, Chaib Hakil, Corien Glaudemans, Frans den Breejen, 
Annick Malick, Marieke Kronen,
(Nationaal Archief) Bogusia van Slooten, Eline de Graaf
(Koninklijke Bibliotheek) Constant Lem, Paulien Rings



Blue Shield Mission - 27 April / 1 May
Participants from The Netherlands

• Rotterdam:
(Gemeentearchief) Guus van Veldhuizen, Ronald Grootveld, 
Ginie de Waal Malefijt, Vincent Robijn, Martin de Bruijn, Ronald 
Rommelse, Miranda Demuijnck, Leonard van der Sluijs 
(waarschijnlijk), Rene Spork, Josje Everse, Daniel van Bokhoven, 
Corrie-Christine van der Woude



Blue Shield Mission - 27 April / 1 May
Participants from The Netherlands

• Alkmaar: Benita Jansma
• Amsterdam: Loukie Volker, Adriaan van Oosten
• ANCBS: Eline Zantvoort, Marjan Otter,
• Delft: Fokko Verboom
• Groningen: Mirjam de Jonge, Wout Kranendonk 
• Haarlem: Alexander de Bruin
• Purmerend: Linda Folkers
• Schiedam: Frederiek Verheijen
• Utrecht: Theo van de Sande
• Wageningen: Liesbeth Missel
• Zwolle: Ester Smit
• Leischendam-Voorburg: Klaas Abelsma, Kezia Theis, Johan 

Lieuw-On



Blue Shield Mission - 27 April / 1 May
Participants from other Countries

• France
Jacobs, De Rosa, Brasseur, Rameau, Coscino, Senger, Riester, 
Burckle, Montat, Pinauldt, Monneron

• Switserland
Baptiste de Coulon, (Archives et Territoire, Bienne, Suisse)

• USA
Vicki Lee (Head of Conservation  - Book Conservator,  Maryland 
State Archives)



• Start: Monday 27 April in the morning - extra stops? 
Return: Friday 1 May (holiday) When do we return?

• Transport to Cologne:
Touring car leaves from The Hague and.....
Transport by Touring car to and from Cologne is 
sponsored by BRAIN
Transport before / after or with other means is for your 
own expenses

• Transport within Cologne: Transport to /from 
accommodation to working locations is free and with a 
special shuttle bus.

Blue Shield Mission
Practicalities



• Activities by Volunteers:

Separation of rubble and collection
Try to remove most rubble
Register all material
Separate dry & wet materials
Dry moist material
Pack and transport wet material for freeze drying

Blue Shield Mission
Practicalities



• Accommodation: The city of Cologne offers 
accommodation, food and beverage and transport within 
Cologne

• Insurance: The City of Cologne has an insurance for all 
volunteers

• Security and Safety : Regular checks

• Please bring yourself: strong shoes, coat-hangers, 
passport

Blue Shield Mission
Practicalities



Daily Program Volunteers

Morning shift:

Wake up between 5 & 6
6.10    departure Shuttle bus
9.00    breakfast
13.00  warm meal 
14.00  end shift

Afternoon shift:

13.10  departure Shuttle bus
14.00  coffee break
19.00  bread meal
21.00  end shift 
22.00  back in youth hostel



Future Action

• Extra Mission(s)?
• Request for Adoption of material
• Digital materials





More information:
Blue Shield: www.ancbs.org
Blue Shield Office: Laan van Meerdervoort 70

Den Haag
070- 346 61 61

Nationaal Archief:
Bogusia van Slooten

BRAIN:
Maarten Schenk
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