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The extension of the Land Records Improvement Fund is vital to the care, preservation, security, and on-line retrieval of Maryland land records.  In partnership with the Judiciary, the Maryland State Archives developed and placed on line, http://mdlandrec.net  and http://plats.net, two publications of the Archives of Maryland Online.  At present, over 40,000,000 images of land records are index accessible at the court houses and the State Archives.  At our current pace, we will put up over 160,000,000 images by the end of 2006 at a cost to the Fund of $.11 an image.  As we predicted three years ago, approximately 25-30% of the Fund income each year would be necessary for the implementation of this joint e-government service.  In fact, because of economies of scale and internal efficiencies of electronic and personnel management at the Archives, we have been able to bring more images on line for less than our original estimates.  I doubt that there are many, if any, Data Management and Computer Service contracts of the State that can make the same claim:  more for less than the original estimated project costs.

Mdlandrec.net and plats.net are dynamic electronic archival management systems, which means that errors in imaging, recording, and indexing that we cooperatively discover with the clerks and the public are easily corrected in relatively short order, while major lapses in security backup which are uncovered in the process, such as marginal releases, and inflexibility in main frame indexing, can be corrected within existing estimated budget parameters without further drain on the Fund.

Security of the record and accountable, accurate access, are the priorities addressed by mdlandrec.net and plats.net for the Court Clerks, the Judiciary, and the Archives.  While we are all legally obligated to do so under the real property article (for example, 3-301), until the establishment of the current version of the Land Records Improvement Fund, none of us have had the necessary resources to meet these legal mandates.

By continuing the Fund beyond its current sunset provisions, you will be ensuring that the land records of Maryland will be secure and readily accessible.  We at the Archives are proud to be an active part of a partnership that uses the resources of the Fund wisely and economically to the benefit of all concerned and hope that you will support the enactment of HB 640.

