February 24, 2005

The Honorable John Adams Hurson, Chair

Committee on Health and Government Operations

Lowe House Office Building, Room 161
84 College Avenue
Annapolis, MD 21401–1991

Dear Delegate Hurson:

I am writing in support of House Bill 403, a bill requiring electronic submission of certain State government reports to the General Assembly.
While electronic submissions are a cost-saving convenience for the General Assembly, such submissions are critical to the mission of the State Archives, where record copies of State government publications and reports have been collected since 1948. Increasingly, users prefer online access to records.

The State Archives seeks to ensure that electronic State government publications and reports of permanent value are identified, preserved, and made accessible to the public and government officials in perpetuity. Such materials include those deemed to have administrative, fiscal, legal, historical or other archival value. Electronic formats can provide permanent public access to these materials via the Internet. Therefore, we suggest amending HB 403 to require that the State Archives also receive record copies of any reports and other publications submitted to the General Assembly electronically. 

The State Archives continuously works to improve access to State government information through web-based reference services. This amendment would support such digital initiatives to better serve Maryland government and its citizens. 

Sincerely yours,

Edward C. Papenfuse

State Archivist and

Commissioner of Land Patents
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Attachment

cc w/attachment: 
Committee on Health and Government Operations

The Honorable Warren E. Miller
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BILL NO. 403
(First Reading File Bill)

             On page 2, in line 16, after “MEANS” insert “, ONE ELECTRONIC RECORD COPY OF WHICH ALSO SHALL BE DEPOSITED WITH THE STATE ARCHIVES”

