Hall of Records Commission Meeting

Summer Internship Program 2004 Report

The Maryland State Archives hosted a very successful internship program this year.


-It was the largest ever program in terms of applicants (68% increase over last year), interns employed (48 for the fiscal year), and projects undertaken (26)


-Volunteer student internships to meet community service requirements increased by 150%


-Cooperative funding was received from many sources:  The US Department of Education, Morgan State University, Maryland Commission for Women, and serval private donors (Martenet, Sen. Lapides, and Kathy Blue)


-Diverse nature of project undertaken (please consult the Summer 2004 Bulldog newsletter for details)



-traditional archival tasks of original records appraisal of land reds, processing and description of a former legislator’s papers and Plats, inventorying of art collections in the Baltimore City Court, and the transcription of land patents and papers of the War of 1812



-our conservation program conducted a thriving program mending books (by teaching interns basic skills, the staff can concentrate on complex, large scale projects while mentoring the students)



-more modern archival tasks of IT programming and records digitization of a significant collection of surveyor’s files and interactive mapping



-research projects (Underground Railroad and Women’s Hall of Fame)

The Archives presented a number of education seminars/events for the students during the internship program.


-training seminars by staff members on records handling, use of finding aids, and practical on the job knowledge

-topical seminars by staff and outside guest speakers on different aspects of the work of historians/archivists/museum professionals/librarians (such as furniture, biography, the history of the Oblate Sisters, art, government documents, and digitization projects)


-2 off-site field trips (walking tour of the State House and Government House and a bus trip to Roedown Plantation)

All time by both staff and outside speakers was donated to the program.  We even received a donated bus to use for the field trip.

Through the cooperation of other state agencies and institutions, the good will of private citizens, the hard work of staff, and the enthusiasm of our student interns, the program was a productive, all around success.

Now we will highlight the work of two ongoing programs:


-the Women’s Hall of Fame Exhibit Online


-the Underground Railroad Project

