Washington, Lafayette & Tilghman

At Yorktown:

One of Maryland’s Many Treasures

The image on the cover depicts George Washington after the Battle of Yorktown in October 1783, with the British troops in defeat in the background. Called Washington, Lafayette & Tilghman at Yorktown, it portrays Washington with his trusted aide-de-camp Tench Tilghman, a Marylander from the Eastern Shore, and the French general the Marquis de Lafayette, Washington’s close friend and ally. Painted by Charles Willson Peale, this famous painting was commissioned by the Maryland General Assembly in 1784 and has hung in the State House ever since. 

Washington, Lafayette & Tilghman at Yorktown and the many other paintings and decorative arts that enhance the State House, Government House, and the rest of the Annapolis Complex are all part of the Annapolis Collection of state-owned artwork that is managed and cared for by the Maryland Commission on Artistic Property of the Maryland State Archives. In addition to the Annapolis Collection, the Commission also manages and cares for the Peabody Art Collection, one of the most important collections of American and European art in the country. The state acquired the Peabody Collection in 1996 as part of the Peabody Plan to ensure the financial future of the Peabody Institute which owned the art collection.
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The Maryland Senate
February 16, 2004 at 8:00 p.m.

The Old Senate Chamber

Maryland State House

Annapolis
George Washington’s “Circular to 
State Governments:” 
Four things that are essential to the

well-being of the nation
The invocation for this evening’s ceremony, called “Prayer for the Nation,” is the final paragraph of a lengthy document written by George Washington on June 8, 1783, as the Revolutionary War was drawing to a close. In this document, known as the “Circular to State Governments,” Washington notified the states of his intention to resign and “to return to that domestic retirement, which.... I left with the greatest reluctance, a Retirement, for which I never ceased to sigh through a long and painful absence....”  This retirement for which Washington so yearned took place in an historic ceremony some six months later, on December 23, 1783, in this room, the Old Senate Chamber. 

Washington’s main purpose in writing the “Circular to State Governments” was not, however, to announce his resignation but to lay out for the states the “four things, which I humbly conceive, are essential to the well being, I may even venture to say, to the existence of the United States as an Independent Power:

1st. An indissoluable Union of the States under one Federal Head.

2nd. A Sacred regard to Public Justice.

3dly. The adoption of a proper Peace Establishment, and

4thly. The prevalence of that pacific and friendly Disposition, among the People of the United States, which will induce them to forget their local prejudices and policies, to make those mutual concessions which are requisite to the general prosperity, and in some instances, to sacrifice their individual advantages to the interest of the Community.”

Program
Session Convenes
The Honorable Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr.

President of the Maryland Senate
Presiding

Recess to the Old Senate Chamber

Invocation

Pastor Dennis E. Whitmore

First United Methodist Church

Laurel, Maryland

Musical Selections

We Are

How Can I Keep From Singing?
Washington’s Birthday Remarks
The Honorable John A. Giannetti, Jr.

Member of the Maryland Senate

The National Anthem

Adjourn

Musical selections courtesy of 
The Children’s Chorus of Maryland

Betty Bertaux, Artistic Director
