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Syllabus
This seminar will explore the development of the Maryland Court system with emphasis on the period 1850-1861.  It will examine significant court cases from that era and the lives of leading lawyers and judges. 

Participants are provided with a self-executing cd of reading materials for the seminar on loan from the instructor.  Because of copyright issues, the cd is loaned for personal use and educational purposes only and should be returned to the instructor upon completion of the reading. 

Participants are asked to read 

1) historical background material taken from Morris L. Radoff, ed. The Old Line State (1971), and Maryland A History (1974), edited by Richard Walsh and William Lloyd Fox. (mdhist01.pdf on the cd) 

2) the debates and proceedings of the Constitutional Convention of 1850 and the resulting Constitution especially as they relate to the Judiciary.  The documents will be found on the Archives of Maryland On Line web site (http://www.aomol.net). 

3) a criminal case heard by Judge Henry Stump, the first Judge to be removed by Address to the General Assembly, along with the proceedings in the removal. 

4) the reported proceedings in ex parte Merryman, including an article by H. H. Walker Lewis. 
  

All readings are in pdf format,  the reader for which should be available on all judiciary computers.  Included on this cd in the folder labeled 'Adobe'  are the installation programs for Adobe Acrobat reader 6.0,  in case your computer does not have the reader. 

The pdf format permits easy reading on screen, but also allows full or excerpt printing. 

If you should have any questions, don't hesitate to call the instructor at 410-260-6401. 
  

While not required, a biography of Chief Justice Roger Brooke Taney would provide good background for the seminar.  Those by Carl Swisher (1935) and  Walker Lewis (1965) are the best and should be available at your local public library.  Swisher's volume in the History of the Supreme Court of the United States (V), 1974, is also helpful. 

Please take time to read the disclaimer in the readme.txt with regard to the use of copyrighted material in the seminar. 
  
  
  
  
  
  

