Minutes

Reference and Research Advisory Committee, December 11, 2002

Dr. Ed Papenfuse called the meeting to order at 12:25. The minutes of the May 17, 2002 meeting were displayed and approved.  

Present: Harry K. Smith,  Richard E. Johnson,  Dianne Feldman,  John Lyon,  Garrett Powers, Alice Andersen, Trish Surles,  Phil Deter, Stephen Hales, Allender Sybert, Chris Haley, Rocky Rockefeller, Ed Papenfuse, Emily Squires, Ray Connor, David Terry and Tim Baker.

Dr. Papenfuse introduced Tim Baker, Deputy State Archivist. A copy of the Maryland State Archives Transition Document, November 22, 2002 was distributed to the committee.

Dr. Papenfuse discussed the prospect of the likelihood of additional budget cuts.  The archives now self generates 50% of its income.  A picture of the interior of our offsite storage facility showed how full it was with material on the floor on pallets.  Our requests for funds to buy shelving for this site have been declined.  We are getting further behind in servicing vital records requests and currently charge 50% of what it cost us to deliver the product.  Vital records in Baltimore has some online service capability but has not shared this with us.

MSAREF  We do 15% of FBI background checks that come to Maryland.  There is a new person from Public Safety who will be coming to assist with these checks. The State Police have always paid us for this service. 

Recognized Ray Connor for his good work.  

MDLand rec.net  This is not an online program rather in court indices to land records.

Stephen Hales, Clerk of Worcester County, described Worcester’sproblem with deteriorating microfilm. 

Emily and David discussed grants the archives have gotten.

Ed left 1:45.

Tony Murphy, a search room employee has resigned.

2 volunteers in search rooms

1.3% reduction in number of inhouse researchers this past year. 

Rocky thought about proposal to use volunteers offsite via email and doesn’t believe it will work.   We do need to increase our number of volunteers.

John Lyons recommended that we give better feedback to people who have donated materials to the archives.

Rick people said archives are getting away from genealogy.  Rocky’s response, we need to take care of legal questions and paying people first.

Rocky said the staff could be reached via phone or email with your thoughts and concerns.  You don’t have to wait for a meeting to contact us.

Adjourned 2:40

Respectfully submitted,

Dianne Feldman

