TESTIMONY OF EDWARD C. PAPENFUSE

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS COMMITTEE

THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2003 1:00 P.M.

HB887 – REAL PROPERTY – UNPOSSESSED VACANT LAND
Good Afternoon  

My name is Edward C. Papenfuse and I am State Archivist and 

Commissioner of Land Patents.    With me today is Richard Richardson, 

Deputy Commissioner of Land Patents.   



We appear today in support of the bill with amendments.  Specifically we 

support amendments removing the confusion caused by the language 

"unpossessed vacant land" by substituting the wording  "abandoned land" 

because vacant land already has a very clear legal definition, one that means 

land for which no land patent exists.



We also agree with the advice of our counsel that "abandoned land" be 

defined as land for which no taxes have been paid for more than twenty 

years. 



There is legislation already enacted governing the reservation of previously 

unpatented land for public purposes.  This addition to existing law will 

permit the Commissioner of Land Patents, on review of the evidence, to 

permit a State agency to claim abandoned land within the bounds of, or adjacent to Green Ridge State Park where a failed land development scheme of the early 20th century has produced a tangle of small properties which may have been sold but for which no taxes have been paid for well over 20 years.  

It is in the best interest of the citizens of Maryland that these titles revert back to the State and that no further funds be expended in a futile effort to find elusive owners who have not paid taxes over such a long period of time.

