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NHPRC Documenting 
Democracy:

Finding Freedom



Digitize and make accessible a total of 
111 Manumission and Certificate of 
Freedom record series

These date from 1774-1864 and come 
from 17 different counties

● Inventory
● Public outreach

What are these records and why are they 
important? 



Manumissions

show image of rec, paired with screenshot of spreadsheet



Certificates of Freedom

Former Slave

Born Free 



The Process



mdslavery.exe datatool



Database

Increased access to records 
by the public

Availability off site

Future statistical analysis

micro, macro level

slavery.msa.maryland.gov 

http://slavery2.msa.maryland.gov/pages/Search.aspx
http://slavery2.msa.maryland.gov/pages/Search.aspx
http://slavery2.msa.maryland.gov/pages/Search.aspx


Guide to Government Records 



Guide to Government Records 



Trends and Outliers 

1904 Unknown Black Family Sitting On Porch, MSA SC 1477-1-5812. 

Photograph of Robert Riley, USCT 
Veteran, MSA SC 3836.



Images
Title Slide - 1. Manumission, John Gwinn to Mary Hicks, ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY COURT (Manumission Record), 1797-1807, C109-1, 
page 34, January 24, 1799. 2. Certificate of Freedom for Abraham Brogden. ANNE ARUNDEL COUNT COURT (Certificate of Freedom) 
1806-1851, MSA C46-3, page 54, entry 1, April 27, 1815.

Introduction –Charles Ridgely of Hampton to Mary Jones, alias “Polly”. BALTIMORE CITY REGISTER OF WILLS (Certificates of Freedom) 

1850-1894, MSA C3085-5-74.

Manumissions - 1. Negro Dark Manumission. QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY COURT (Manumissions) 1787-1809, MSA C2511-1-1-1. 2. James 

Darnell Manumission. QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY COURT (Manumissions) 1787-1809, MSA C2511-1-2-1.

Certificates of Freedom - Thomas Jolly & Jack Cornish Certificates of Freedom. DORCHESTER COUNTY COURT (Certificates of Freedom), 

1806-1851, C689-1, pg. 1.

Process - 1. Beale Bordley to Poll, Judah and her children, Manumission, 1789, ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY COURT, (Manumissions), 

1785-1844, C111-1-0027. 2. Photograph, desk of Ryan Cox, research archivist, May 2017. 

Guide to Government Records - Risdon Plummer Manumission of Negro Dark. QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY COURT (Manumissions) 

1787-1809, MSA C2511-1-1-1.

Trends and Outliers - Photograph of Robert Riley, USCT Veteran, MSA SC 3836. 1904 Unknown Black Family Sitting On Porch, MSA SC 

1477-1-5812. 


