On This Date: December 13 in the Collections of the Maryland State Archives

Hall of Records Commission Meetings have often been scheduled on a commemorative date that bore
special significance to the State of Maryland. For this meeting, staff of the Archives decided to
emphasize that every date can be momentous. Indeed, it is the inestimable power and enduring value of
the collections in our care, that on any given date, the Maryland State Archives can tell a story. These
stories are about events and individuals both large and small, known and unknown, local and global in
scale. These stories may be important because they make up a branch in one family tree, record the
service of an outstanding civil servant, reveal the brutality of racism, or report the heroics and casualties
of war. The stories on this date can be told because of the Maryland State Archives.

Listed below is just a modest sampling of the materials from December 13 within the Maryland State
Archives’ collections. These documents were identified by the Archives’ Research Staff using only
online finding aids freely accessible on http://msa.maryland.gov. Therefore, the very same searches

could be done by the public with equivalent results.

December 13, 1751
On this date, Philip Key, Henry Hooper, Matthew Tilghman, and Charles Carroll
(1691-1755) were added to the Lower House of the Proprietary Assembly.
Excerpt of original volume:
http:/msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/stagser/s900/s974/000000/000049/pdf/msa_s974
49 202-205.pdf
Transcription from Archives of Maryland Online:
http://aomol.net/000001/000046/html/am46--663. html
Citation:
GENERAL ASSEMBLY LOWER HOUSE (Proceedings) MSA S974-49
http://guide.mdsa.net/series.cfm?action=viewSeries&ID=s974

December 13, 1776
On this date, the Council of Safety met during the American Revolutionary War and
the following journal entry of the Council was entered into the Proceedings.
Excerpt of original volume:
http:/msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/stagser/s1/s74/000000/000001/pdf/msa_s74 1 48
1-483.pdf
Transcription from the Archives of Maryland Online:
http://aomol.net/000001/000012/html/am12--525. html
Citation:
COUNCIL OF SAFETY (Proceedings) MSA S74-1
http://guide.mdsa.net/series.cfm?action=viewSeries&ID=s74
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December 13, 1802
On this date, Kitty M. Duckett and William Bowie received their marriage license in
Prince George’s County.
Original:
http://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/coagser/c1200/c1260/000000/000002/pdf/msa_cl
260 2 19.pd
Citation:
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY COURT (Marriage Licenses) 1802 MSA C1260-2
http://guide.mdsa.net/series.cfm?action=viewDetails&ID=C1260-2

December 13, 1805
On this date, Aquila Nelson purchased land from Joseph Husband in Harford County.
In September 1814, four of Nelson’s slaves Peter, George, Mark, and Primus escaped
to the British ship Menelaus in the Chesapeake Bay during the War of 1812. Aquila
Nelson claimed payment for slaves that ran away.
http://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc5400/sc5496/050700/050755/images/ce
113 18 253.pdf
Citation:

Found using http://mdlandrec.net

HARFORD COUNTY COURT, (Land Records), 1805-1807, Liber HD S, Folio 254,
[MSA CE 113-18]
http://guide.mdsa.net/series.cfm?action=viewDetails&ID=CE113-18

For more information see Maryland State Archives Biography,
http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/speccol/sc5400/sc5496/050700/050755/html/050755. html

December 13, 1845
On this date, an advertisement ran in the Baltimore Sun offering a $50 reward for
fugitive slave Rachel Trott who ran away from Elizabeth Ayers from Fells Point,
Baltimore City.
http://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc5400/sc5496/runaway advertisements/
pdf/18451213bs1.pdf
Citation: Baltimore Sun, December 13, 1845 from the Study of the Legacy of Slavery
in Maryland project (http://slavery.msa.maryland.gov)

December 13, 1862
On this date, Private Morrison Lieber of the Second Regiment Infantry Company A
Jfought in the Battle of Fredericksburg during the American Civil War. He died on
December 26, 1862 of the wounds he received in action.
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Citation:

L. Allison Wilmer, J. H. Jarrett and Geo. W. F. Vernon, History and Roster of
Maryland Volunteers, War of 1861-5, Volume 1. (Baltimore: Guggenheimer, Weil, &
Co., 1899). L20937-1, c.2.

Listing of Private Lieber

http://aomol.net/000001/00036 7/pdf/am367--77.pdf

History of Second Regiment Infantry, raised in Baltimore
http:/www.aomol.net/000001/000367/html/am367--71.html

For more information on the battle, see Maryland State Archives Documents for the

Classroom Packet:
http://teachingamericanhistorymd.net/000001/000000/000122/html/t122. html

December 13, 1871
On this date, the infamous Wharton trial continued. Governor Oden Bowie called

upon Andrew K. Syester, Attorney General of Maryland, to assist in the prosecution of
Myrs. Elizabeth (or Ellen) G. Wharton. A resident of Baltimore, Mrs. Wharton was on
trial in Annapolis in December 1871 and January 1872 for the murder by tartar emetic
poisoning of retired U.S. Army General W. S. (William Scott) Ketchum and of the
attempted murder by poisoning of Mr. Eugene Van Ness, a bookkeeper for Alexander

Brown and Sons. In a case that drew nationwide attention, the prosecution presented
an array of conflicting medical evidence and attempted to show a financial
relationship between Mrs. Wharton and General Ketchum in which he owed her
money. The defense argued that General Ketchum died of natural causes and that the
case against Mrs. Wharton was purely circumstantial. A jury found Mrs. Wharton not
guilty.

Citation:

Maryland State Archives Biography Pages:
http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/speccol/sc3500/s¢3520/001400/001465/html/msa01465.ht
ml
http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/speccol/sc3500/s¢3520/001500/001506/html/msa01506.ht

ml
http://msa.maryland, gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc3500/s¢3520/013400/013408/html/1340
8sources.html

Maryland State Archives Documents for the Classroom Packet:
http://teachingamericanhistorymd.net/000001/000000/000038/html/t38. html

December 7, 1931
On this date, the aftermath of the lynching of Matthew Williams on the courthouse
lawn in Salisbury was covered in the New York Times. This clipping, along with
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correspondence to the Governor’s office regarding the incident was saved in the
executive office’s files.

The New York Times, December 13, 1862

http://mdhistory.net/msaref10/msa_s1048 1 and 10/html/msa_s1048 1 _and 10-0790.
html

Related: Letters from concerned citizens -

http://mdhistory.net/msarefl0/msa_s1048 1 _and 10/html/msa s1048 1 _and 10-0017.
html

http://mdhistory.net/msarefl0/msa_s1048 1 _and 10/html/msa _s1048 1 _and 10-0102.
html

http://mdhistory.net/msarefl0/msa_s1048 1 _and 10/html/msa s1048 1 _and 10-0099.
html

Maryland State Archives Biography:
http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/speccol/sc3500/s¢3520/013700/013749/html/msal3749.ht
ml

Citation:

GOVERNOR (Newspaper Clippings) 1931 MSA S1048-1
http://guide.mdsa.net/series.cfm?action=viewDetails & ID=S1048-1
GOVERNOR (Newspaper Clippings) 1931 MSA S1048-10
http://guide.mdsa.net/series.cfm?action=viewDetails& ID=S1048-10

December 13, 1948
On this date, Maryland’s Presidential Electors met to cast their votes in the 1948
election between Harry S. Truman and Thomas E. Dewey.

Transcription of proceedings in Archives of Maryland Online:
http://aomol.net/000001/000208/html/am208--380. html

Citation:

ELECTORAL COLLEGE (Maryland Proceedings) 1789-1980, MSA S81-1

http://euide.mdsa.net/series.cfm?action=viewSeries&ID=s81

December 13, 1967
On this date, the Constitutional Convention of 1967 was in session. Governor J.
Millard Tawes appointed a twenty-seven member Constitutional Convention
Commission on 16 June 1965 to study the existing constitution "'to ascertain if
modification or revision was necessary, whether a constitutional convention should be
held, and to prepare specific recommendations with respect to such revision, and the
holding of a constitutional convention." The commission was divided into ten
committees, including convention procedures, elective franchise, finance and taxation,
local legislation, and the executive, legislative, and judicial branches. The commission
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmdhistory.net%2Fmsaref10%2Fmsa_s1048_1_and_10%2Fhtml%2Fmsa_s1048_1_and_10-0099.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE85MWVXlSp4h0naChnCgMts8xzbg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmsa.maryland.gov%2Fmsa%2Fspeccol%2Fsc3500%2Fsc3520%2F013700%2F013749%2Fhtml%2Fmsa13749.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEq9djXenKOjFT2VQ3W16VHZjcv2g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmsa.maryland.gov%2Fmsa%2Fspeccol%2Fsc3500%2Fsc3520%2F013700%2F013749%2Fhtml%2Fmsa13749.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEq9djXenKOjFT2VQ3W16VHZjcv2g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fguide.mdsa.net%2Fseries.cfm%3Faction%3DviewDetails%26ID%3DS1048-1&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF6iOr76X6pnGKFDn0no0y-EBBb8Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fguide.mdsa.net%2Fseries.cfm%3Faction%3DviewDetails%26ID%3DS1048-1&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF6iOr76X6pnGKFDn0no0y-EBBb8Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fguide.mdsa.net%2Fseries.cfm%3Faction%3DviewDetails%26ID%3DS1048-10&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFUG7khpu7C7Hz64RkMj_NsltM4Sg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fguide.mdsa.net%2Fseries.cfm%3Faction%3DviewDetails%26ID%3DS1048-10&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFUG7khpu7C7Hz64RkMj_NsltM4Sg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Faomol.net%2F000001%2F000208%2Fhtml%2Fam208--380.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGYoc3VldnwATVcP2bnQ-VKOZ7NOg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fguide.mdsa.net%2Fseries.cfm%3Faction%3DviewSeries%26ID%3Ds81&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHQsjjjLpyZhp4fLA19HcKjEYoVBg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fguide.mdsa.net%2Fseries.cfm%3Faction%3DviewSeries%26ID%3Ds81&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHQsjjjLpyZhp4fLA19HcKjEYoVBg

and its committees prepared the specific recommendations requested by the governor
and incorporated them into a draft constitution. The commission held its last formal
meeting in December 1966, published its interim report on 26 May 1967 and its final
report on 25 August 1967, and then disbanded. Acting on the recommendations of the
commission that the present constitution required revision and that a convention
should be called, the General Assembly enacted legislation to that effect in 1966
(Chapter 500, Acts of 1966). In a referendum held on 13 September 1966 to determine
whether Marylanders wanted a convention, the electorate voted overwhelmingly in
favor of a convention. The General Assembly then passed a second law to provide for
apportionment and election of delegates (Chapter 4, Acts of 1967). Delegates to the
convention were apportioned as for the House of Delegates, elected 13 June 1967, and
convened on 12 September 1967. The standing rules of the convention called for
election of officers and eight substantive and three procedural committees. The
president of the convention appointed committee members and their chairpersons,
with each delegate receiving a committee assignment. The 1967 law provided that the
convention session continue as long as necessary but not later than 12 December. A
majority of the delegates, however, could, and did, vote to extend the session up to a
month beyond the legislated end-date. The convention held its last meeting on 10
January 1968, when it signed the proposed constitution. In a referendum held on 14
May 1968, the constitution failed ratification.

Citation:

Guide to documents related to the convention in Archives of Maryland Online-
http://aomol.net/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/html/conventions5.html

December 13, 1976
On this date, Maryland’s Presidential Electors met to cast their votes in the 1976
election between Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford.
Transcription of proceedings in Archives of Maryland Online-
http://aomol.net/000001/000207/html/am207--41. html
Citation:
ELECTORAL COLLEGE (Maryland Proceedings) 1789-1980, MSA S81-1
http://guide.mdsa.net/series.cfm?action=viewSeries& ID=s81

December 13, 2007
On this date, Crystal Dixon Mittelstaedt became an Associate Judge of Prince
George's County Circuit Court in the 7th Judicial Circuit.
Citation:
Maryland Manual
http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/3 1 cc/html/msal4440.html
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December 13, 2011
On this date, Baltimore County Circuit Court Judge Robert N. Dugan retired.
Citation:
Maryland Manual On-Line
http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/3 1 cc/former/html/msal 1841. html

Finally, the majority of the legislative sessions during the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries were in session on December 13. For more information and a glance at the
historical record of these session, see links to Journals of Proceedings and Session Laws
which are available on Archives of Maryland Online at:
http://aomol.net/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/html/legislative2. html
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