To the PEOPLE

RO W HE following fadls, difclofing the con-
s “w¢ duét ot the late convention of Mary-
;19' T 3% land, is fubmitted to the ferious con-
3 4 fideration of the citizens of tne ftate,
e %  On Monday, the 21 of April, the
convention met in Annapolis, and elefted the ho-
nourable George Plater, Eiq; prefident, On Tuels
dav they eftablifhed rules for the conduét of the bufi-
nefs; and on the farde day the following queftion was
propounded to the convention 3=

¢t When a motion is made and feconded, the mat-~
ter of the motion fhall receive a determination by the
queftion, or be poitponed by general confent, or the
previous queftion, before any other motion fhall be
received.”’

And-the following queftion, viz. .

¢¢ Bvery queition fhall be entered on the journal,
and the yeas and nays may be called for by any
_ member on any queftion, and the name of the mem-
ber r-quiring them fhall be entered on the journal.”

Which two queftions the convention determined
in the negative,

On Wedneiday, -the propafed plan of government
was read the firft rime, and thereupon it was. re-
folved, ¢ "That this convention will not enter into
any refolution upon any particular part of the pro.
poled plan of federal government for the United
States, but that the avbole thereof fhall be read
through a fecond time, after which the fubject may
be fully debated and confidered, and then the prefi.
dent fhall put t e queltion, That this convention do
afivnt 10 and ratity the fame conititution # On which
gueftion the yeas and nays thall be taken.”

On Thuriday, the members who were oppofed to
the ratification of the couftitution, without fuch pre.
vious amendments could be obtained as they thought
effentially neceflary to fecure the liberty and happinefs
of the people (being confined by the laft refolution to
confider in one view the whole of the plan of govern-

ment) flated fome of their ohje¢tions to the conftitue *

tion,~The convention mer in the evening, when
Mr. Paca, member from Harford, having juft take

his feat, vofe and informed the prefident, that he ha?
great objections to the conflitation propoled, in its
prefent form, and meant to propofle a variety of a.
mendments, not to prevent, but to accompany, the
ratification; but, having juft arrived, he was not
ready to lay them before the houfe, and rcqueiled in-
dulgence until the moraning for toat purpofe.~The
propofal being feconded, and the houfe atked if they
would give the indulgence, it was granted without a
divifion, and they adjourned for that purpofe.-«On Fri-
day, at the meeting of the houfe, Mr. Paca rofe and
informed the prefident, that, in confequence of the
permiflion of the houle given him the preceding even-
ing. he had prepared certain améndments, which he
would read in his placeand then lay on the table, when
he v-as interrupted, and one member from each of the
following counties, viz Frederick, Talbot, Charles,
Kent, Somerfet, Prince-George’s, Worcefler, Queen.
«Anne’s, Dorchefler, Calvert and Carclice, and one
aember from the * city of Annapolis, and one from
Baitimore-town, arofe in their places, and-declared
for themfelves and their colleagues, ¢ that they awere
eleficd and YNSTRUCTED by the people they reprefented,
io ratify the propofed. confiitution, and that as fpeedily as
poffible, and to do no other al ; that after the ratification
their poawer ceafed, and they did wot confider themfelwrs
as authorifed by their conflituents. so confider any amend-
ments.”wAfter this Mr. Paca was not permitted even
to read his amendments.—The opponents continued
to make their obje€tions to the conftitution until Sa-
turday noon, ‘I'he advocates of the government, al-
though repeatedly called on, and earneftly requett.

€d, to anfwes the objc&ions, if not juft, remained -

inflexibly filent, and called for the queltion, that

* The member from the city of Annapolis, did not give
it as his opinion that be was not at liberty to confider av
mendments, but faid he bad confalted bis colleague, and
that his colleague had imformed himy the citizens avere
Bgainf amendments,

of MARYLAND.

¢ the convention affent to and ratify the propofed
plan‘of federal government for the United States 7'’
Which was carried in the affirmative by 63 to 1¥.

The vote of ratification having thus paffed, ‘Mr,
Paca again arofe and laid before the convention his
propofitions for amending the conftitution thus a-
dopted, which he had prepared by leave of the
houfe, declaring that he had only given his affent to
the government under the firm perfuafion, and in
full confidence, that {uch amendments wouid be
peaceably obtained, as to enable the people to liva
happy under the government j—that the people of
the county he reprefented, and that he himfelf,
would fupport the government with fuch amend-
ments, but; without them, not 2 man in the ftate,
and no people, would be more firmly oppofed to it
than himfelf and thofe he reprefented.  Sentiments
highly tavourable to amendments were exprefled, and
a general murmar of approbation feemed to arife
from  all parts of the houfe, expreflive of a defire to
confider amendments, either in their charafters as
members of convention, or in their individaal Capa~
cities as citizens 3 and the queftion was put on the
following motion :

““ Refolved, That a committee be appointed to take
into confideration and report to this*houfe on Mon-
day morning next, a draaght of fuch amendments

- and alterations as may be thought neceflary, in the

propoled conftitution” for the United States, to be
reconmended to the confideration of the people of
this ftace, if approved of by this convention : and
Mr. Paca, Mr. Johaion, Mr, §, Chafe, Mr. Potrs,
Mr. Mercery, Mr, Goldfborough, Mr. J. Tilghman,
Mr. Hanfon, Mr ]. T. Chafe, Mr. Lee, Mr. W,
~Tilghman, Mc. M¢Henry and Mr. G Gale, were
appuinted a committee for that purpofe.”

A diwvifion was called for on this refolution, when
there appeared 66 members for, and not more than 7
againit, it, '

And then it was refolved,  That the amend-
ments propofed to the conititution by the delegate
from Harford county thould Le referred to the above
committee.”

The committee thus appointed, and the conventi-
on adjourned to give them time to prepare their pro-
poitisas; they pioceeded with every appearance of
unammity to execute the trult repofed in them.

The following amendments to the propofed cona
ftitution were feparately agreed to by the committee,
moft of them by an wnanimous vote, and all of them
by -a great majority :

b, [hat congrefs fhall exercife no power but what
is exprefsly delegated by this conttita:ion.

By this amendment, the general powers given to
congrefs by the firft and laft paragraphs of the 8:h
fect. of art. 1, and the fecond paragraph of the 6th
article, would be in a great meafure reftrained ;
thofe dangerous expreflions by which the bills of
rights and conftitutions of the feveral ffates may be
v pealed by the laws of congrefs, in fome degree
moderated, and the exercife of confrudiwe powers
wholly prevented.

z That there fhall be a trial by jury in all crimi-
nal cafes; according to the courfe of proceeding in
the ftate where the offence is committed ; and that
there ‘be no appeal from matter of fa®, or fecond
trial after acquittaly bat this provifion fhall not ex-
tend to fuch cafes as may arife in the government of
the land or naval forces,

3. Thatin all aftions on debts or contralts, and
in all other controverfics refpeéting property, - of
which the inferior federal courts have jurifdiction,
the erial of faéts fhall be by jury, if required by ei-
ther party; and that it be exprefsly declared, that
the ftate courts, in fuch cafes, have a concurrent
jurifdiftion with the federal courts, with an appeal
from either, only as to matter of law, to the {upreme
federal court, if the matter in difpute be of the va-
lue ot dollars.

4 That the inferior federal courts fhall not have
jurifdi€tion of lefs than dollars ; and there
may be an appeal in all cafes of revenue, as well to



at.ijouri.ed

matter of fa& as law, and congrefs may give the’
ftate courts jurildiftion of revenue cafes, for fuch
foms, an in fuch manner, as they may think proper.

5 “Thatin all cafes of trefpaffes done within the
body of a coanty, -and within the inferior federal ju.
rifdi&ion, the party injured fhall be entitled to trial
by jury in the ftate where the injury {ball be com-
mitied ; and that it be exprefsly declared; that the
_ftete courts, in fuch cafes, fhall have concurrent ju.
rifdi&ion with the federal courts ; and there fhall be
no appeal from either, except on matter of law;
and that no perfon be exempt from fuch jarifdiction
and trial but ambaffadors and miniiters pravileged by
the law of nations.

6. T'hat the federal courts fhall not. be entitled to
junfdiction by fictions or collufion.

7. 'I'hat the. federal judges do not hold any other
‘office of profit, or receive the profits of any other of-
fice ander congrefs, during the tiwe they hold their
commiffion,

The great objets of thefe amendments were, ¥t
To fecure the trial by jury in all cafes, the boaited
_birtheright of Englifhmen, aod their decendants, and
the palladium of civil liberty ; and to prevent the
appeal from fadit, which not.only deltroys that trialin
civil cafes, but by conffrudtion, may alfo elude it in
.criminal cafes; a mode of procecding both expenfive
and burthenfome, and which by blending law with
fa&, will deftroy all check on the judiciary awthori-
ty, render it almoft: impoflible  te conviét judges of
corruption, and may lay the foundation of that gra.
dual and filent attack on, individuals, by which the
approaches of tyranny become irrefiflible. 2d. To
give a concurrent jurifdi@ion to the fate courts, in
order that congrefs may not be compelled, as they
‘will be under the prefent form, to eftablifh inferior
‘federal courts, which if not numerous will be incon-
venient, and if numerous very expenfive; the cirs
cumftances of the ‘people being unequal to the in.
creafed expence of double courts, and double offi.

cers 3 an arrangement that will render the law fo -

complicated and confufed, that tew men can know
how to condu& themfelves with fafety to their per.

fovs or property, the great and only fecurity of free- =

men, 3dly, To give fuch jurifdition to the flate:
courts, that tranfient foreigners, and perfons from
other ftates, committing' injuries in this ftate, may

be amenable to the ftate, whofe laws they violate, .

and whofe citizens they injure. ~ 4thly, To prevent
an ex.enfion of the federal juritdiction, which may,
and 1 all probability will, {wallow up the ftate jurifs
dictions, and confequently fap thofe rules of defcent
and regulations of perfonal property, by which men
now hold their eflates ; and laftly, To fecure the in-
dependence of the federal judges, to whom the hap.
pinefs of the people of this great continent will be fo
greatly commiited by the extenfive powers afligned
them, .

8. That all warants without eath, or affirmation
of a perfon confcientioufly ferupulous of taking an
oath, to fearch fufpected places, or to feize any per-
fon or his pioperty, are grievous and oppreflive 5 and
all general warrants to fearch fufpetted places, or fo
apprzhend any perfon fufpeéted, without naming® r
defcribing the place or perfon in fpecial, are dan-
gerous, and ought not to be granted.

This amendment was confidered indifpenfable by
‘many of the committee, for congrefs having the

ower of laying excifes, the horror of a free people,
gy which our dwelling-houfes, thofe caftles confi-
dered fo facred by the Englifh law, will be laid open
to the infoleace and oppreflion of office, there could
be no conflitutional check provided, that would
prove fo effeftual a fafeguard to our citizens. | Gene~
ral warrants too, the great engine by which power
may deftroy thofe individuals who refift ufurpation,
are allo hereby forbid to thofe magiftrates who are te
adminifter the general government.

g. That no foldier be enlifted for a longer time
than four years except in time of war, and. then on-
Iy during the war.

10. That foldiers be not quartered in time of
peace upon private houfes, without the confeit of
the owners. _ '

11. That no mutiny bill continve in force longer

- than two yearg, ;

Thefe were the only checks that could be obtain-
ed againft the uniimitted power of raifing and regu-
lating ftanding armies, the natural enemies to free-
dom, and even with, thefe refiri@ions, the new con-
grefs will not be under fuch conflitutional refiraints
as the parliament of Great-Britain ; reltraints which
our anceftors have bled to eftabiifh, and which have
hitherto preferved the liberty of their pofterity,

12. That the freedom of the prefs be inviolably
‘preferved. ;

In profecutions in the federal courts tor libels, the
conftitational - prefervation of this great and funda-
mental right, may prove invaluable,

13. Thart the militia fhall not be {obje® to mar-
{ial law, -except in time of war, invafion or rebel-

iom,

This. provifion to reftrain the powers of congrefs
over the militia, although, by no means fo ample as
that provided by magna charta, and the other fonda-
mental and conflitutional laws of Grear Biitain, {it
being contrary to magna charta to punith a freeman
by martial law in time of peace, and murdet to exe-
cate him,) yet it may prove an ineftimable check ;
for all other provifions in favour oi the rights of men,
would be vain and nugatory, if the power of {ubje&t-
ing all men able to bear aims to martial law at any
moment, fhould remain vetted in congrefs,

Thus far the amendments were agreed to.

The tollowing amendments were laid before the
committee, and negatived by a majority. .

1. Thatthe miiitia, unlefs fele&ed by lot or volun-
tarily enlifted, fhall not be marched beyond the li-
mits of an adjoining flate, without the confent of
their legiflature or executive,

2. ‘T'hat congrefs thall have no power to alter or
change the time, place or manner, of tolding
elections ftor fenators or reprefentatives, ‘unlefs a
ftate fhall neglect to make regulations, or to execute
its regulations, or fhall be prevented by invafion ot
rebellion ; in which cafes only congrels may iater~
fere, until the caufe be removed.

3. That, in every law of congrefs impofing dire@
taxes, the collettion thereof fhall be fufpended for a
certain r2afonable time therein limited, andon pay-
ment of the fam by any flate, by the time appointed,
fuch taxes fhall not be collefted.

4 That no ftanding army fhall be kept up in
time of peace, unlefs with the confent of two thirds
of the members prefent of each branch of congrefs.

5 ‘That the prefident fhall not command the army
in ger{on, without the confent of congrefs,

That no treaty fhall be effe€tual to repeal or a=
brogate the eonflitutions or bills of rights of the fates,
or any part of them.

7 That no régulation of commerce, or navigation
aft. fhall be made, unlefs with the confent of two
thirds of the members of each branch of congrefs.

8. That no member ot congrefs fhall be eligible
to any office of profit under congrefs during the
time for which he fhall be appointed. -

9. That congrefs fhall have no power to lay a
poll tax.

10. That no perfon, confcientionfly fcrupalous of
bearing arms in any cafe, fhall be compelled
perfonally to ferve as a foldier,

11. That there be a refponfible copncil to the
prefident..

12. That there be no national religion eftablithed
by law, but that all perfons be equally entitled to
proteétion im their .3 liberty.

13: ‘That all impofts and duties laid by congrefs
thall be placed to the credit of the ftate in which the
fame be colleéted, and fhall be deduéted out of fuch
ftate’s quota of the common or general expences of
government, ‘ } ;

14. That every man hath a right to petition the
legiflature for the redrefs of grievances in a peaceable
and orderly manner.

15. That it be declared, that al! perfons intrufted
with the legiflative or executive powers of govern-
ment are the truftees and fervants of the public, and
as fuch accountable for their condutt, Wherefore,
whenever the ends of government are perverted, and
public liberty manifeftly endangered, and all other
means of redrels are ineffeftual, the people may,
and of right ought, to reform the old, or effablith




a uew government ; the dofirine of non-refitance
againit arbitrary power and oppreflion, is abfard,
flavith, and ‘deltrulive of the good and happirefs of
mankind.

"T'he committee having proceeded thus far, all the
members who voted for the ratification declared, that
they would engage themfelves under every tie of ho-
nour to fupport the amendments they had agreed to,

. both in their public and private charafters, until
they thould become a part of the general govern.
ment; but a great majority of them infiited on this
exprefs condition, that none of the propefitions re-
jected, or any others, fhould be laid beiore the con-
vention for their confideration, except thofe the
committee had io agreed to.

The gentlemen of the minority, who had made
the propofitions which had been rejeéted, reduced to
the neceflity of accommodating their fentiments to
the majority, through fear of obtaining no fecuiity
whatever for the people—notwithftanding they con-
fidered a// the amendments as highly important to
the welfare and happinefs of the citizens of the flates,
yet to conciliate, they agreed to confine them-
felves to the firlt three of thofe propofitions, and fo-
lemnly declared and pledged themfelves, that if thefe
were added, and fupported by the other gentlemen,
they would not only ceafe to oppofe the government,
but give all their afliftance to carry it into execution
fo amended. Finally, they only required liberty to
take the fenfe of the convention oa the three firft
propofitions, agreeing that they would hold them-
felves bound by the decifion of a majority of that
body.

The firlt of thefe objeftions concerning the militia
they confidered as effential, for to march beyond the
limits of a neighbouring ftate, the general miliiia,
who confilt of fo many poor people that can illy be
ipared trom their familics and domeltic concerns, by
power of congrefs, who could know nothing of their
circumflances, without confent of their own legifla-
ture or executive, ought to be reftrained.

The fecond obje@ion refpe@ing the power of con-
grefs to alter ele€tions, they thought indipenfable,
l‘m,efquieu fays, that the rights of elettion fhould
be eltablithed unalterably by fundamental laws ina
free government,

The third objeftion concerning previous requifi-
tion, they conceived highly impcrtant ; they thought
if money required by dire@t’ taxation could be -uid
with «certainty and in due time to cougrels, that
every good confequence would be fecured to the
union, and the people of the ftate ‘thereby relieved
from the great inconvenience and expence of a derble
colleétion and a double fet of tax-gatherers, and
they might alfo get rid of thofe odious taxes by exife
and poll, without injury to the gencral govern-
ment,

They were, however, again propofed and re.
jefted. 5 ¥

ArrirMATIVE, Mr. Paca, Mr. Johnfon, Mr,
Mercer, Mr J. T. Chafe,, Mr. S. Chafe.

NecaTive, Mt Lee, Mr. Potts, Mr. Goldf-
borough, Mr. J. Tilghman, Mr. W. Tilghman,
Mr. Hanfon, Mr. G. Gale, Mr. M‘Henry.

Previous to this, a'motion was made on Mo ‘ay
the twenty-eighth, in the convention, while the con-
mittee were fitting, in the following words, to wi =
¢« Refolved, that this convention will confider of
no propofitions for amendment of the federal go-
vernment, except fuch as fhall be fubmitted to then
by the committee of thirteen.”

The committee being fent for by the conventior,
the gentlemen of the majority in committee then de-
termined, that they would make no report of ant
amendments whatever, not even of thofe which ¥
had almoft unanimouily agreed to, and the com-
mitiee, under thofe circumftances, attended  the
houfe.  Mr. Paca, @s chairman, ftated to the
convention what had paffed in the committee, read

the ameéndments which had there been agreed to, and
afligned the reafon why no report had been formally
made. A member then rofe and propofed a vote of
thanks to the prefident, which had been once read
before the attendance of the commitiee, fhould have
a fecond reading ; and upon the fecond reading there-
of, the previous queftion was catled for by the mem-
bers who withed to confider the amendmen s agreed
to by the committee, and {uch other amendments as
might be propofed. - The houfe thereupon divided,
and the yeas and nays were called for by the minority,
the fenfe of the convention was taken thereon, and a
majority determined that the yeas and nays fhould
not be taken, nor weald they permit the vote to be
entered on the journal, by which the yeas and nays
were prohigited : to preclude the confideration of any
amendments,

A motion was then made ¢¢ that the convention
adjourn without day,” on which the yeas and nays
were taken ana appeared as follow :

ArrIrRMATIVE, The honourable the Prefident,
Meflrs. Barnes, Chilton, Sewell, W. Tilghman,
Yates, Granger, Chefley, Smith, Brown, Turner,
Stone, Golalborough, Stevens, G. Gale, Wagga-
man, Stewart, J. Gale, Sulivane, Saaw, Gilpin,
Hoillingfworth, Heron, Evans, O. Sprigg, Hall,
Digges, Hanfon, J. Tilghman, Hollyday, Hemiley,
Morris, Lee, Pouts, Faw, J. Richardfon, Edmond-
fon, M¢Henry, Coulter, T'. Sprigg, Stull, Raw-
lings, Shryock, Cramphin, Thomas, Deakins, Ed-
wards, 4

Necarive. Meflrs. Perkins, J. T. Chafe, S.
Chafe, Mercer, Harrifon, Wilkinfon, Grabame,
Parnham, Ridgely, Cockey, Cromwell, Lloyd, Ham-
mond, Bowie, Carroll, Seney, Ch:ille, Martin,
Done, Jobnton, Paca, Love, Pinkuey, L. Martin, W.
Richardfon and Driver, 27

We confider the propofed form of national govern-
ment as very defective, and that the liberty «nd hap-
pinels of the people will be endangered if the [yftem
be not greatly changed and altered. ' The amend-
ments agreed to by the committee, and thofe propofed
by the minerity, are now laid before you for your
confideration, that you may exprefs your {enfe as to
fuch alterations as you may think proper to be made
in the new conftitution.

We remain perfuaded, that the importance of the.
alterations propofed, - calculated to preferve public
liberty, by thofe checks on power which the ex-
perience of ages has rendered venerable, and to pro-
mote the happinefs of the people by a due attention
to their eale and convenience, will juftify the fteps
we have taken to obtain them, to our coniti-
tuents, and the world,

Having no intereft that can diftinguifh us from the reft
of the community, we neither fear cenfure, nor wifh ap-.

laufe. Having thus difcharged ‘the duty of citizens
and truftees of the public, we thall now fubmit to the
people thofe precautions and feeurities which, after
mature reflection on this momentous {ubjeét, we deem
neceflary for their fatety and happinefs.

May that all-wife and omnipotent Being, who
made' us mafters of a fair and fruitful empire, infpire
us with wifdom and fortitude to perpetuate to poite-
rity that freedom which we received from our fathers !

WILLIAM PACA,
SAMUEL CHASE,
JOHN F. MBRCER,
JEREMIAH T. CHASE,

Members of the
committee,

JOHN LOVE,
CHARLES RIDGELY,
EDWARD COCKEY,
NATHAN CROMWELL,
CHARLES RIDGELY, of Wm. ¢
LUTHER MARTIN,
BEN)AMIN HARRISON,
WILLIAM PINKNEY,

Members of
conveution.
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