
To the PEOPLE of MARYLAND. 
}#'!<08(WM H E following fads, difclofing the con-
£ W duct ot the late convention of Mary-
)!£ T " $ land, is fubmilted to the ierious con-
>g ){* fiderat on ot the citizens of cue Uate. 
^ ' $ " # ) & # [ On -Monday, the 2il l of April, the 
convention met in Annapolis, and elected the ho­
nourable George Plater, Eiq; president. On Tues­
day they eitabliihed rules tor the conduct of the bufi-
nefs; and on the fame day the following queition was 
propounded to the convention :— 

*• When a motion is mavie and feconded, the mat­
ter of the motion lhall receive a determination by the 
quelHon, or be poitponed by general content, or the 
previous queition, before any other motion fhall be 
received." 

And the following queftion, viz. 
•* Every queition fhall be catered on the journal , 

and he yeas and nays may be calico lor by any 
member on anv queition, and the name ot tne mem­
ber r qui'ting them thal.l be entered on the journal . " 

Which two qudiions the convention determined 
in the nfg.itive, 

Oti We ..'ackiay, the propofed plan of government 
was read the fir it lime, and thereupon it was re-
folved, '.' Tha t this convention will not enter into 
any refolutiof upon any particular part o: the pro . 
pofed plan of federal goven nunt for the United 
States, but that the whole thereol lhall be re^d 
through a fecond time, after which the iubject may 
be <uUy debated and countered, and then the piefi-
dent fhall put t e queition, Tha t this convention do 
afK»t to and ratify the tame conUitutiou ? Un which 
qutifion tht yeas and nays (hail be taken ." 

C n Thursday, the members w: o were oppofed to 
the ratification ot the conthtution, without fuch pre­
vious amendments could be obtained as they thought 
efientially nectffary to fecurc the liberty and happintfl 
of the people (being confined b) tlie lull reiolutior. to 
confider in one view the whole of the plan of govern­
ment) Mated fomc of their objections to the conltitu-
t i on .—The convention met in the evening, when 
Mr. Paca, member from Harfo'd, having juit lauea, 
his feat, rofe and informed the prtlident, that he had 
great objections to the confutation propoied, in its 
prefent form, and meant to propofe a variety of a-
mendments, not to prevent, but to accompany, the 
ratification; but, having jutt arrived, he was not 
ready to lay them before the houfe, and requeUed in­
dulgence until the morning for tnat purpofe.—The 
propofal being feconded, and the houfe aiked it they 
would give the indulgence, it was granted without a 
divifion, and they adjourned/br that purpofe,**On Fri­
day, at the meeting of the houfe, Mr. l'ac.i role «nd 
informed the pnfident, that, in c nlequence of the 
per million of the houfe given him the preceding even­
ing, he had prepared certain amendments, which he 
would read in hit. place and then lay on the table, when 
lie v as interrupted, and one member from each ot the 
following counties, viz Frederick, Talbot , Charles, 
Ken t , Somerfet, Prince-George's, Worceller, Queen-

• Anne 's , Dorchtfier, Calvert and Caroline, and one 
member from the * city of Annapolis, and one from 
Eait'more-tcvvn, arofe in their places, and declared 
for themfelves and their colleagues, , ( that they were 
defied and I N S T R U C T E D by the people they represented, 
to ratify the propofed conftituticn, and that as fpeedily as 
pojfihle, and to do no other ail ; that after the rat feat ion 
their po*Sutr ctq/ed, and they did not confider the/njeiws 
as authorised by their tonjlituents to co/fider any amend­
ments."—After this Mr, Paca was not permitted even 
to read his amendments .—The opponents continued 
to make their objections to the constitution until Sa­
turday noon. T h e advocates of the government, al­
though repeatedly called on, and earneftly requeit-
*d, to anfwei the ob je t ions , if not jult , remained 
inflexibly filent, and called for the queftion, that 

* The member from the city ofjnnapolis, did not give 
it as his opinion that he was not at liberty to confider a-
mendments. but /aid he had consulted his colleague, and 
that his colleague had informed him, ths (itixem were 
ygainft amendments. 

«* the convention afTent to and ratify the propofed 
plan of federal government for the United States ?'* 
Which was carried in the affirmative by 63 to i l . 

T h e vote of ratification having thus paiTed, Mr , 
Paca again arofe and laid before the convention his 
proportions for amending the coaihtution thus a-
dopted, which he had prepared by leave of the 
houfe, declaring that he had only given his afTent to 
the government under the firm perfusion, and rn 
full •confidence, that fuch amendments would be 
peaceably obtained, as to enable the people $0 live! 
happy under the government;—that the people of 
the county he npref tnted, and that he him/elf, 
would fupport the government with fuch amend­
ments, but. without them, not a man in the ltate, 
and no people, would be more firmly oppofed to i t 
than himktf and thofe he reprefented. Sentiments 
highly tavourabieto amendments were expreifed, and 
a general murmur ot approbation {eemzd to ari/e 
from all pans of the hoofe, cxprelhve of a defire to 
coafidef amendments, either in their characters as 
members of convention, or in their individual capa­
cities as c i t izens; and the queition was put on the 
following motion : 

'*• Re/o/'ued, T h a t a committee be appointed to take 
into cuo federation and report to this houfe on Mon­
day nurni i ig next, a draught of fuch amendments 
and alterations as may be thought neceffary, in the 
propoied constitution for the United States, to be 
recommended to the confederation of the people of 
t lm ltate, if approved of by this convention ; and 
Mr. Paca, Mr. Johnlon, Mr. S. Chafe, Mr . Pons , 
Mr . Mercer, Mr. Gole: thorough, Mr . J. T i l g h n a n , 
Mr . Hanfon, Mr J. T . Chafe, Mr . Lee, Mr. Vv\ 

^Ti ig i iman, Mr . M'Henry and Mr. G Gale , were 
appointed a committee for that curpofe." 

A divifion was called ki on this refolution, when 
there appeared 66 m e m o e s for, and not marc than 7 
againtt, rt, 

And then it was rtfolved, " Tha t the amend­
ments propofed to the con t inuum by the delegate 
from Hurford county fhou'd oc referred to the above 
committee." 

T h e Committee ihus appointed, and the conventi­
on at.ijouri.ed to give them time to prepare their p i o -
polni - ; ; s ; they p;oceeded with every appearance of 
unanimity to execute the truit rep. fed in them. 

Ths following arnendm;n:s to the propofed con­
ititution were feparately agr ed to by the committee, 
molt of them by an unanimous vote, and all of them 
by a great majority : 

1. That congreft fhall exercife no power but what 
is exprefsly delegated by this conititu;ion. 

By this amendment, the general powers given to 
congrefs by the fiift and lalt paragraphs of the 8th 
feet, ot art. I , and the fecond paragraph of the 6th 
article, would be in a great mealure r e t r a ined ; 
thotie dangerous expreffions by which the bills of 
r.ghts and constitutions of the feveral thtes may be 
r pealed by the la^vs of congrefa, in fome degree 
moderated, and the exercife of conflruiime powers 
whoiiy prevented. 

2 T h a t there fhall be a trial by jury in all crimi­
nal cafes, according to the courfe of proceeding in 
the ltate where the offence is committed ; and that 
there be no appeal from matter of fac>, or fecond 
trial after acqui t ta l ; but this provifion fhall not ex­
tend to fuch cafes as may arife in the government of 
the land or naval forces. 

3. Tha t in all actions on debts or contracts, and 
in ail Other coniroverties refpecting property, of 
which tne inferior federal courts have jurifdiction, 
the trial of fads fhall be by jury, if required by e i ­
ther party ; and that it be exprefsly declared, that 
the ifate courts, in fuch cafes, have a concurrent 
junfdi&ion with the federal courts, with an appeal 
from either, only as to matter of law, to the fupreme 
federal court, if the matter in difpute be of the va­
lue ;vf dollars. 

4 That the inferior federal courts fhall not have 
jurildidion of lefs than dol lars ; and there 
may be an appeal in all cafes of revenue, as well, t.? 
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matter of l a d as law, and congrefs may give the ' 
ftate courts jmi ld id ion or' revenue caies, for fuch 
fums, an in fuch manner,' as they may think proper. 

5 T h a t in ail cafes of trelpaiies done within the 
body ct a county, and within the inferior federal ju­
risdiction, the party injured fhall be entitled to trial 
by jury in the itate where the injury fhall be com­
mit ed ; and that it be exprefsly declared, that the 
ftEte courts, in fuch cafes, fhall have concurrent ju-
rifdidion with the federal courts ; and there ibiall be 
no appeal irom either, except on matter of l a w ; 
and that no perfon be exempt from fuch jurifdidion 
and trial but ambailadors and miniiters privileged by 
the law of nations. 

6. T h a t the federal courts fhall not be entitled to 
jurifdidion by fidiois or collufion. 

7. T h a t the federal judges do not hold any other 
office of profit, or receive the profits of any other of-
fice under congrefs, during the time they hold their 
com million. 

T h e great objects of thefc amendments were, ift. 
T o fecure the trial by jury in all cafe?, the boaited 
birth-right of Englifhmen, a .d their decaidar.ts, and 
the palladium of civil liberty ; and to prevent the 
appeal from fail, which nut only deHroys that trial in 
ov i l cafes, bu: by conftruttion, may alio elude it in 
criminal cafes; a mode of proceeding both expenfive 
and burthenfome, and which by blending law with 
f ad , will deilroy all check on the judiciary authori­
ty, render it almoft impofliole to convict judges of 
corruption, and may lay the foundation of that gra­
dual and filent attack on individuals, by which the 
approaches of tyranny become irrefillibie. 2d. T o 
give a concurrent jurifdidion to the Hate courts, in 
order that congrefs may not be compelled, as they 
will be under the prefent form, to eftablilh inferior 
fedtral courts, which if not numerous will be incon­
venient, and if numerous very expenfive ; the cir­
cumstances of the people being unequal to the in-
creafed expence of double cour s, and double offi­
cers ; an arrangement that will render the law fo 
complicated and confufee, that few men can know 
how to conduct themtelves with fafety to their per-
fons or property, the great and only (txurity of free­
men. 3dly, T o give fuch jurifdidion to the ftate' 
courts, that tranfient foreigners, and perfons from 
other Hates, committing injuries in this Hate, may 
be amenable to t :.e Hate, whofe laws they violate, 
and whofe citizens they injure, ^.thly, T o prevent 
a exenfio of the federal juri ididion, which may, 
and in all probability will, fwallow up the ftate jurif­
didion** and coiiftquently fap thofe rules of dcictnt 
and reguiations of perfonal proper y, by which men 
now hold their ellaiea ; and laltly, T o fecure the in­
dependence of the federal judges, to whom the hap . 
pinefs of the people of this great continent wil! be fo 
greatly commuted by the attentive powvrs afligned 
them. 

8. T h a t all warant* without oath, or affirmation 
of a perfon crnfcientioufly fcrupulous of taking an 
oath, to fearch fufpeded places, or to feize any per-
fo ' or his pioperty, are grievous and oppieffive ; and 
ail general warrants to fearch fufpected places, or fa 
appr-hend any perfon fufpeded, without naming r 
defcribing the place or perfon in fpecial, are dan­
gerous, and ought not to be granted. 

This amendment was confidered indifpenfable by 
m.'iny of the committee, for congrefs having ths 
power of laying excifei, the horror of a free people, 
by which our dwelling-houfes, thofe caflles confi­
dered fo facred by the Engliih law, will be laid open 
to the infolence and oppreffion of office, there could 
be no conllitutional check provided, that would 
prove fo effectual a fafeguard to our citizens. Gene­
ral warrants tco, the great engine by which power 
may deilroy thofe individuals who refill ufurpation, 
are alio hereby forbid to thofe magiftrates who are to 
adminifter the general government. 

9. T h a t no foldier be enliftcd for a longer time 
than four years except in time of war, and then on­
ly during the war. 

10. T h a t foldiers be not quartered in time of 
peace upon private houfes, without the content of 
the owners. 

i t . T h a t no mutiny bill continue in force longer 
• than two year*. 

Thefe were the only checks that could be obtain­
ed againft the uniimitted power of railing and rega­
i n i n g Handing armies, the natural enemies to free­
dom, and even with theie reflriciions, trie new con-
grefo will not be under fuch conllitutional restraints 
as the parliament of Great-Britain ; reitraints which 
our anceltors have bled to eilabi:ih, and which have 
hitherto preferved the liberty of their pcfterity. 

12. T h a t the freedom of the prefs be inviolably 
preferved. 

In profecutions in the federal courts tor libels, the 
conftiiutional prefervation of this great and funda­
mental right, may prove invaluable. 

13, Tha t the miiitia fhall not be fubjed to mar­
tial law, except in time of war, invafion or rebel­
lion. 

This provifion to reftrain the powers of congrels 
over the militia, although, by no means fo ample as 
that provided by magna charta, and the other funda­
mental and conllitutional laws of Great Bntairt, (it 
being contrary to magna ehatta to punii'h a freeman 
by martial law in time of peace, and murder to exe­
cute him,) yet it may prove an ineilimable c h e c k ; 
for all other provifions in favour o< the rights of men, 
would be vain and nugatory, if the power of fubject-
ing all men able to bear aims to martial law at any 
moment, fhouid remain vetted in conprefs. 

Thus far the amendments were agreed to. 
T h e following amendments were laid before the 

committee, and negatived by a majority. 
1 Tha t the militia, unlefs feleded by lot or volun­

tarily enlifted, fhall not be matched beyond the li­
mits of an adjoining ftate, without the confent of 
their legiflature or txecutive. 

2. T h a t congrefs fhall have no power to alter or 
change the time, place or manner, of holding 
elections for fenators or representatives, unlefs a 
ftate fhall negled to make regulations, or to execute 
its regulations, or fhall be prevented by invafion or 
rebellion ; in which cafes only congrels may in ter ­
fere, until the caufe be removed. 

3 . Tha t , in every law of congrefs impofing direQ 
taxes, the colledion thereof (hall be fujpended for a 
certain r^afonable time therein limited, and on pay­
ment of the fum by any ftate, by the time appointed, 
fuch taxes fhall not be collected. 

4 T h a t no Handing army fhall be kept up in 
time of peace, unlefs with the confent of two thirds 
of the members prefent of each branch of congrefs. 

5 T h a t the prefident fhdl not command the army 
in perfon, without the confent of congr fs. 

6 Tha t no treaty fivaii be effedual to repeal or a-
brogate the conftituUons or bills of rights of the ftates; 
or any part of them. 

7 T h a t no regulation of commerce, or navigation 
a d fhall be made, unlefs with the confent of two 
thirds of the merit beTS of each branch of congrefs. 

8 Tha t no member of congrefs fhall be eligible 
to any office of profit under congrefs curing the 
time tor which he fhall be appointed. 

9. That congrefs fhali have no power to lay a 
poll tax. 

I O . T h a t no perfon, confcientioufly fcrupulous of 
bearing arms in any cafe, fhall be compelled 
perfonally to ferve as a foldier. 

11 . T h a t there be a refponfible council to the 
prefident. 

12. Thai there be no national religion cftabKlhed 
by law, but that all perfons be equally entitled to 
protedion in their o ,„« liberty. 

\y. T h a t all imports and duties laid by congrefs 
fhali be placed to the credit of the ftate in which the 
fame be colleded, and fhall be deduded cut of fuch 
ftate's quota of the common or general expences of 
government. 

14. T h a t every man hath a right to petition the 
legislature for the redrefs of grievances in a peaceable 
and orderly manner. 

15. T h a t it be declared, that al! perfons intruded 
with the legiflative or executive powers of govern­
ment are the uuHees and fervants of the public, and 
as fuch accountable for their condud. Wherefore, 
whenever the ends of government are perverted, and 
public liberty manifeftly endangered, and all other 
means of redrefs are ineffedual, the people may, 
and of right ought, to reform the old, or eftablifh, 
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a new government ; the dofirlne of npn-refiftanei 
nil arbitrary power and eppreffion, is abfurd, 

ll i -ifli, and deftruftivc of the good and happinefs of 
mankind. 

'The committee having proceeded thus far, all the 
members who voted tor the ratification declared, that 
they would engage themfeives under every tie of ho­
nour to fupjjort the amendments they had agreed to, 
both in their public and private characters, until 
they fhould become a part of the general govern­
ment ; but a gnrat majority of them infilled on this 

Is condition, that none of the propofuions re­
jected, or any others, fhould be laid beiore the con-

ion for theif confideration, except thofe the 
committee had to agreed to. 

T h e gentlemen of the minority, who had made 
the propofuions wfich had b 'en rejected, reduced to 
the neceflity of accommodating their fentiments to 
the m ijority, through tear of obtaining no fecuiity 
whatever for the people—notwithstanding they con-
fidered all the amendments as highly important to 
the welfare and happinefs of the citizens of ttte llatea, 
yet to conciliate, they agreed to confine them­
feives to the firil th:ee of thofe proportions, and io-
lemnly declared and pledged themfeivei, that if thefe 
were added, and fupported by the other gentlemen, 
they would not only ceafe to oppofe the government, 
but give all their afMance to carry it into execution 
fo amended. Finally, they only required liberty to 
take the fenfe of the convention on the three firlr. 
piopofnions, agtceing that they would hold them* 
lelvei bound by the detifion of a majority of that 
body. 

T h e firfl of thefe objections concerning the milit 'a 
they considered as eflential, for to march beyond the 
limits of a ne-ghbou ing ftate, the general milkia, 
who conftlt of fo many poor people that can illy be 
fpared from their families and dorneltic concerns, by 
power of congrefs, who could know nothing of their 
c;rcumllancf*s, without confent of their own legdla-
ture or execuiive, ought to be retrained. 

T h e fecond objection refpecling the power of con­
grefs to alter elections, they thought indipenfable. 
Mbntefquieu fays, that the rights of election fhould 
be elUblilhed unalterably by fundamental laws ill a 
free government. 

T h e third objection concerning previous requifi-
tion, they conceived highly important ; they thought 
if money required by direct taxation could be uid 
with certainty and in due time to coi.grefs, that 
every good confequence would be fecurcd to the 
union, and the people of the ftate thereby relieved 
from the great inconvenience and expence of a d^-ble 
collection and a double fet of tax-gatherers, <nd 
they might alfo get rid of thofe odious taxes by wife 
and poll, without injury to the general govern­
ment. 

They were, however, again propofed and re­
jected. 

A F F I R M A T I V E , Mr . Paca, Mr . Johnfon, Mr. 
Mercer, Mr J T. Chafe, Mr. S. Chafe. 

N E G A T I V E , Mr . Lee, Mr . Potts, Mr. Goldf-
borough, Mr. J . Ti lghman, Mr. W . Ti lghman, 
Mr. Hanfon, Mr. G . Gale , Mr. M'Henry . 

Previous to this, a motion was made on Mo; ay 
the twenty-eighth, in the convention, while the co li­
mit tee were fitting, in the following words, to wi : 
** Refolved, that this convention will confider of 
no propofuions for amendment of the federal go­
vernment, except fuch as mall be fubmuted to thci; 
by the committee of thir teen." 

T h e committee being fent for by the convention, 
the gentlemen of the majority in committee then de­
termined, that they would make no report of an* 
amendments whatever, not even of thofe which 
had almoit unanimouily agreed to, and the com­
mittee, under thofe circumitances, attended the 
houfe. Mr . Paca, as chairman, ftated to the 
convention what had palled in the committee, read 

the amendments which had there been agreed to, and 
afiigned the reafjrj why no report had been formally 
made. A member then rofe and propofed a vote of 
thanks to the prefident, which had been once read 
before the attendance of the commit.ee, mould have 
a fecond reading ; and upon the fecond reading there­
of, the previous queltiOn was called for by the mem­
bers who wifhed to confider the amendmen t agreed 
to by the committee, and fuch other amendments as 
might be propofed. T h e hcufe thereupon divided, 
and the yeas and nays were called for by the minority, 
the fenfe of the convention was taken thereon, and a 
majority determined that the yeas and nays fhould 
not be taken, nor would they permit the vote to bo 
entered on the journal , by which the yeas and nays 
were prohibited : to preclude the confiderarion of any 
amendments, 

A motion was then made " that the convention 
adjou/n without day ," on which the yeas and nays 
were taker, anti appeared as follow : 

A F F I R M A T I V E , T h e honourable the Prefident, 
Mefl'rs. Barnes, Chilton, Sewell, W. T i lghman , 
Yates, Granger, Chefley, Smith, Brown, Turner , 
Stone, Golalborough, Stevens, G . Gale, Wagga-
man, Stewart, J. Gale , Sulivane, Shaw, Gi lp in , 
Hoilingfworth, Heron, Evans, O . Sprigg, Ha l l , 
Diggcs, Hanfon, J Ti lghman, Hollyday, Hemfley, 
Morris, Lee, Potts, Faw, J . Richardfon, Edmond-
fon, M ' H e n r y , Coulter, T . Sprigg, Stull, Raw-
lings, Shryock, Cramphin, Thomas , Deakins, Ed­
wards. - 47. 

N E G A T I V E . Meflrs. Perkins, J . T . Chafe, S. 
Chafe, Mercer, Harrifon, Wilkinfon, Grahame, 
Parnham, Ridgeiy, Cockey, Cromwell, Lloyd, Ham­
mond, Bowie, Carroll, Seney, Cn iile, Ma ' t in , 
Done, Johnfon, Paca, Love, Pinkney, L. Aiartin, W. 
Richardfon and Driver. 27. 

We confider the propofed form of national govern­
ment as very defective, and that the liberty and hap­
pinefs of the people will be endangered if the iyitem 
be not greatly changed and altered. T h e amend­
ments agreed to by the committee, and thofe propofed 
by the minority, arc now laid before you for your 
confideration, that you may expreis your fenfe as to 
fuch alterations as you may think proper to be made 
in the new conilitution. 

We remain pcrluaded, that the importance of the-
alterations propofed, calculated to preferve public 
liberty, by thofe checks on power which the ex­
perience of ages has rendered venerable, and to pro­
mote the happinefs of the people by a due attention 
to their eale and convenience, will juftlfy the fteps 
we have taken to obtain them, to our coniti-
tuents, and the world. 

Having no intereit that can diftinguifh us from the reft 
of the community, we neither fear cenfure, nor wifh ap-
plaufe. Having thus difcharged the duty of citizens 
and truftees of the public, vvc lhall now iubmit to the 
people thofe precautions and feeurities which, alter 
mature reflection on this momentous fubjecf, we deem 
neceflary for their iafcty and happinefs. 

May that all-wile and omnipotent Being, who 
made us mailers of a fair and fruitful empire, infpire 
us with wiidom and fortitude to perpetuate to pofte-
rity that freedom which we received from our fathers I 

WILLI \ M P A C A , ~) 
S A M U E L C H A S E , / Members of the 
J O H N F . M E R C E R , f committee. 
J E R E M I A H T . C H A S E , J 

J O H N L O V E , -] 
C H A R L E S R I D G E L Y , 
E D W A R D C O C K E Y , | 
N A T H A N C R O M W E L L , [ Members of 
C H A R L E S R I D G E L Y , of Wm. f convention 
L U T H E R M A R T I N , \ 
B E N J A M I N H A R R I S O N , 
W I L L I A M P I N K N E Y , J 
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