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September 19, 1988 

The Honorable Leon Albin • 
Maryland House of Delegates 
6512 Edenvale Road 
Baltimore, Maryland  21209 

Dear Delegate Albin: ! 

I am writing, to,follow up on my August 30th letter to you 
and your meeting 6f'\Sep.t:einber 15th with Mr. Charles Adams 
concerning noise impacts" adjacent to 1-695 in the Stevenson area. 

It will be necessary"for us to develop additional data in 
order to provide you with the information you requested regarding 
noise impact, abatement potential and cost of abatement for this 
area.  The studies wi)LL be, completed by the end of October.  I 
will' contact you'with'..thiis,-.ariformation and our recommendation by 
mid-November. 

• I' ! 
*. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

lal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/sl 

cc: Charles  B.   Adams 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro' - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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The Honorable Leon Albin 
Maryland House of Delegates 
6512 Edenvale Road 
Baltimore, Maryland  21209 

Dear Delegate Albin: 

I am writing to provide you with the additional information 
you requested regarding noise-related activities in the eleventh 
legislative district, and in particular, the results of our noise 
impact and abatement studies for the Stevenson area adjacent to 
1-695. 

We have compiled a list of activities, past and present, 
within the eleventh district, a copy of which is attached for 
your information.  At present, there: are five completed noise 
barrier projects, three of which were built as part of the 1-795 
(Northwest Expressway) construction.! The two additional projects 
were retrofit barriers along 1-695. iAs you can see, there are 
also numerous areas that have been studied, or are currently 
being studied, to determine if they are eligible for our program. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

-  noise levels must exceed the impact threshold level of 67 
decibels (dBA); 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000;; 
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- seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must 
favor the project; and 

- funds must be available. 

Our recent evaluation of the Stevenson area ir., ...ad Manor 
Hill Road and the Phillips Drive/Red Barn Court c-.is,..unity.  In 
the area of Manor Hill Road, we found that the r«.-idences were 
constructed prior to 1-695, thereby meeting this  criterion for 
date of construction.  A 24-hour measurement was conducted (copy 
attached) along with several short term measurements to determine 
the extent and degree nff --•   impact in the community.  The 
highest noise levels am 65-69 dBA.  Based on these 
results, it was d<?•   • vaat five residences were impacted at 
67 dBA or above.  A noise barrier to protect the impacted 
residences would cost over $500,000.  Dividing this cost by the 
five residences yields a cost per residence of over $100,000, far 
exceeding our limit of $40,000 per residence. 

Eight residences along Phillips Drive and Red Barn Court 
were also found to be impacted at ori! above 67 dBA, with noise 
levels ranging from 66-68 dBA.  However, these homes were 
constructed after 1-695 was completed.  Therefore, they do not 
qualify for inclusion in the Noise Abatement Program.  Even if 
this area did qualify, the cost per residence would also exceed 
$100,000, due mainly to the low density of development. 

We have completed an investigation of the Manor 
Hill/Phillips Drive area for landscape screening potential, and 
have found that it will be possible to supplement the existing 
vegetation with some evergreen trees to provide a year-round 
visual buffer from the traffic.  This planting project will be 
accomplished next spring. 

I trust this information satisfies your needs at this time, 
and hope that I have clarified our policy as it relates to these 
communities.  Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 
HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoffs 
Administrator 

I! 

HK:prc 
Attachments 
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bcc: Bob B. Myers 
Robert D. Douglass 
Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by:  Ms. Patricia. A. Gauss ^ 321-3607 - 11/'" 33 
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The Honorable Leon Albin 
6 512 Edenvale Road 
Baltimore, Maryland  21209 

Dear Delegate Albin: j 

f 
Thank you for your recent inquiry through District Engineer 

C. Robert Olsen concerning the noise 'problem in the area of 
Phillips Drive adjacent to 1-695.    ! 

Phillips Drive and Red Barn Court have been studied for 
noise impacts, but do not qualify for noise barriers because the 
residences were constructed in 1966, five years after that 
portion of the Beltway was completed.!  One of the criteria which 
must be met for consideration of noise barriers is that the 
affected residences must have been constructed prior to the 
highway.  It was found, however, that noise levels do exceed the 
67 decibel (Leq) impact threshold.   j: 

!! 

While we cannot consider noise barriers for the area, we. can 
consider landscaping as an alternate^solution.  We have found 
that a visual screen of trees and shrubs often provides some 
psychological relief from the traffic noise. 

The Bureau of Landscape Architecture is currently conducting 
a landscape feasibility study for the Manor Hill portion of the 
community, which qualifies for date of construction, but not for 
noise levels.  We will include Phillips Drive and Red Barn Court 
in this study for possible landscape screening, and will notify 
you of the findings in late October. 

Thank you for bringing your conderns to my attention. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:pre 
bec:  Mr. Bob B. Myers 

Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by:  Ms. Patricia A. Gauss - 321-3607 - July 26, 19i 
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August 30, 1988 

The Honorable Leon Albin , 
Maryland House of Delegates      ! 
6512 Edenvale Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 

Dear Delegate Albin: 

Thank you for your August 4th letter regarding noise impacts 
adjacent to 1-695 in the Stevenson area. 

We acknowledge that there are many areas throughout the 
State, which are impacted by highway noise. Our noise policy was 
developed to provide relief for those impacted areas where the 
highway clearly created the impact on an existing community. 
Where developments were built after the highway, people moving in 
clearly knew of the highway in advance, and possibly realized a 
better price because of the proximity of the road. 

To further explain our noise policy and our extensive noise 
abatement program, I have asked Mr. Charles B. Adams, Chief of 
the Bureau of Landscape Architecture, to contact you to offer a 
briefing at your convenience.     ^ 

In all candor, I am unable to defend from either a philo- 
sophical point of view, or a fiscal point of view, the expendi- 
ture of public funds to reduce noise impacts to homeowners whose 
dwellings were constructed after the roadway was there (unless 
there are major changes to the roadway itself that cause a 
significant increase in noise.) 

We appreciate your concerns and thank you for bringing them 
to our attention.  Please call jne if you feel our noise policy is 
unfair or unreasonable and would like to discuss this matter 
further. Thanks. 

Sincerely, 
ORIGINAL STO^D BYl. 

HAL KA33J*'F 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HKrprc/^ 
cc: <-Mr. Charles B. Adams        ' 
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 

Mr. Robert D. Douglass 

Dictated by: Mr. Charles B. Adams-SHA ext. 3521 8/18/88. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation HaTKalsoff 
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Mr. Uri P. Avin |i 
Howard County Planning Director j 
3430 Courthouse Drive  •   . ,. 
Ellicott City, Maryland  21043 

Dear Mr. Avin: 

I am writing in response to County Executive Elizabeth 
Bobo's September 14th letter concerning 1-95 traffic noise in the 
vicinity of the Lawyers Hill and Hunt Club Estate^'communities. 

i 

Repaving of the highway with an asphalt pavement could 
reduce the noise level from 1-95, particularly tire noise. 
However, research is inconclusive as to the longevity of this 
benefit.  As the pavement wears, voids fill in and the surface 
loses some of its quieting properties.  We would give 
consideration-to the use of a bituminous overlay at such time as 
resurfacing is necessary. 

We have studied the possibility of building an earth berm in 
the Lawyers Hill area, north of Montgomery Road.  Although it is 
true that a berm would be less costily, there are several factors 
which make this option impractical.1  First, the dense stand of 
mature trees, between Lawyers Hill Road and 1-95, is already 
providing a partial visual screen for adjacent residences.  Most 
of these trees would have to be removed in order to construct a 
berm, an impact that we normally could not support.  In this 
same area, the existing highway right-of-way is insufficient, and 
would necessitate land donations to accommodate a berm. 

We are currently conducting ajidetailed evaluation of the 
Hunt Club Estates area, south of Montgomery Road, which is 
scheduled to be completed by the end of this year.  This 
evaluation will include the consideration of earth berms as an 
option for that area.  We will contact you in iate January.with 
*the" results" of"this study. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 

,;&<!»::: 



% 

i A ^f-M 

Mr. Uri P. Avin 
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Establishing noise zones along [major highways is a good 
suggestion.  We feel that the implementation of such a program 
is more appropriate at the local level.  It is possible to 
control development that is. more sensitive to noise through 
setbacks and requirements of\ developers to provide noise 
abatement.  We have worked with you in the past regarding the 
county's interest in requiring that new development consider 
existing noise sources.  We are very willing to continue this 
partnership.  Mr. Charles Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape 
Architecture, is available to discuss this further.  Please feel 
free to contact him at (301) 321-3521. ^.•, 

Thank you for bringing your concerns to my attention. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 
cc:  The Honorable Elizabeth,Bobo 

Mr. Charles B, Adams '„/ 

tmim**- 
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December 21, 1988 

The Honorable Raymond E. Beck 
189 East Main Street 
Westminster, Maryland 21157 

Dear Senator Beck: 

I am writing to follow up my May 16 letter to you concerning 
our additional noise impact studies in the Rona Road area 
adjacent to 1-695. 

We have performed additional noise monitoring consisting of 
short-term measurements at residences on Meadowlawn Road, 
Greenlawn Road and Arlene Circle, and two 24-hour measurements at 
2809 Rona Road.  The results of the 24-hour surveys are attached 
for your information. [j 

Noise levels reached a maximum of 70 decibels during the 
short-term measurements and, based on this latest data, a maximum 
of seven residences would be impacted above the 67-decibel 
threshold.  A noise barrier to protect the impacted homes would 
cost approximately $500,000.  Dividing this figure by the seven 
homes results in a cost per residence of over $70,000, well above 
our limit for reasonable cost.  Additionally, as I indicated in 
my earlier letter, our studies concluded that a noise barrier 
would probably be ineffective, especially for those residences on 
Rona Road and Arlene Circle, due to their distance from the 
beltway. 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to 
your concerns, but hope that this additional information is 
adequate for your needs.  If you have additional questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me or Chief of Landscape 
Architecture Charles B. Adams, at 321-3520. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 
Attachments 
tec: Mr. Charles B. Adams 
bec: Mr. Bob B. Myers 

Mr. Robert D. Douglass 

Dictated by:  MfK Patricia A. Gauss - 321-3607 - 12/8/88 
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September 8, 1988 

The Honorable Angela Beltram 
Howard County Council 
The George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 

Dear Councilwoman Beltram: 

T 7n L^r^1"9^0 uPdate you on the status of the studies at 1-70 in the vicinity of Millbrook Road. 

Our first task was to demonstrate to the residents the 
procedures and methodology for taking noise readings.  This was 
a^??ed Jhrou9h **• William Fischbach and done on toy 23rl  in 
S££«i?•£- Mr- ^fchb?ch' only 'our residents attended Ill's 
demonstration.  Delegate Robert Kittleman also was present 

a,•<-?
Ur fecond tafk was to work with Mr. Fischbach to identify 

additional areas where 24-hour noise measurements would be taken 

SiJb•irt;«:rertai- whe5her the ^^^^ on ^ MStr.iSr2i 
SJJS?^ r    were impacted above the 67-decibel threshold 
Sr ;?iS;»^n ?dd;tlon: xt  was to «llw the residents, through 
X;* JS2?  i^ K haV! .ln?Ut r&^rding  the noise measurements so 
that they would be satisfied that the results were based on 
appropriate data. This work has now been completed, and confirms 
our earlier studies, which determined that these seionS-row 
residences do not meet the noise level criterion.  Therefore 
construction of a noise-barrier project would not be colt-  ' 
effective considering the number of impacted homes. 

*- ,, ?Ur ^inah task was to Perform engineering and cost studies 
to determine the feasibility of an earth berm as an alterative 
to a wall-type noise barrier for the area. We are currently 
nearing completion of this work and will contact you in early 
October with the results. ^^xy 

My telephone number is (301)_ 

•»«•*  T = <;C OQu. .. .    Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St., Baltimore. Maryland 21203-0717 
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The Honorable Angela BeItran 
Page Two 

Thank you for your continuing interest in our noise 

any ^estion^""'  ""^ d0n't hesitate to cal1 ne "  you have 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc:  The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo 
Mr. William Fischbach 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

dictated by Charlie Adams 
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GEORGE HOWARD BUILDING 
3430 COURTHOUSE DRIVE 

ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND  21043-4392 
992-2001 

COUNCILMEMBERS 

Ruth Keeton, Chairperson 
Dislricl 4 

C. Vernon Gray, Vice Chairperson 
Dislricl 3 

Angela Beltram 
Dislricl 2 

Charles C. Feaga • 
Dislricl 5 

Shane Pendergrass 
Dislricl i 

April   19,   19 88 

Robert E. Vogel 
Executive Secretary 

Ronald S. Weinstein 
County Auditor 

Mr.  Charles  Adams h 

State Highway Administration i 
2323 W.  Joppa  Road , 
Brooklandville,   MD ,21022 h 

Dear  Mr.   Adams: 

Thank you for meeting with the residents of Millbrook Road to hear their 
concerns about noise generated by interstate 70. They are heavily impacted by 
noise from this road and I appreciate your efforts to explore various options 

to deal with this problem. 

As a result of the April 18 meeting, I understand that the following 

actions will be taken by the State Highway Administration: 

-Th e deb readings for the south, side of Millbrook -Road will be taken, 

-The SHA will notify the community contact person, William Fischbach, 
9310 Millbrook Road, to coordinate schedule and monitoring sites. 

-The engineering and cost feasibility of a dirt berm will be explored, 

...: I would appreciate it if you would keep me informed as to the schedule for 
the noise level test as well as the results of both studies. 

Sincerely, 

Angela   Beltram 
Council  Member 

AB:gt/pc-1137m 

cc:  William Fischbach 

DEAF TDD NUMBER - 992-2323 
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State Highway Administration 
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i^ 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

The Honorable Angela Beltram 
Howard County Council 
The George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 

Dear Councilwoman Beltram: 

I am writing to advise you of the results of the community 
meeting held on October 20th to discuss our noise abatement 
studies for 1-70 adjacent to the Millbrook Road area. 

The results of our follow-up measurements verified the 
results of our original study.  Only the row of homes closest to 
1-70 is impacted above the noise level threshold of our policy. 
Therefore, the cost of a full-height noise wall exceeds the cost 
per residence criterion as previously reported. 

We have determined, however, that a cost-effective solution 
might be achieved for this area through the combined use of an 
earth berm and a shorter height noise wall.  Precise costs cannot 
be determined, however, until the design phase. 

We will begin designing the project by late 1989, to make a 
final determination on whether the barrier meets cost criteria. 
This work should be completed within twelve to eighteen months 
from that time.  Included will be ^oil borings, foundation 
studies, determination of optimal location, including height and 
length, and coordination with affected property owners. 

If, after 
the barrier is 
the community, 
available any a 
will proceed to 
construction wi 
remaining backl 
indication, our 
implement. 

those preliminary design studies are completed, 
found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to 
and adjacent property owners are willing to make 
dditional right-of-way should it be required, we 
final design.  Scheduling of the barrier for 

11 depend upon availability of funds and the 
og of previously approved barriers.  Just as an 
present backlog will require several years to 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech " 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toil Free 

707 North Calvert  St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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The Honorable Angela Beltram 
Page Two 

If there are opportunities to construct the earth berm at an 
earlier date due to the availability of excess material from 
other highway work, we will carefully consider it.  However, we 
do not anticipate the projects now under design in Howard County 
to be advertised within the next two years will have any excess 
material. 

A question was posed at the meeting whether we could 
consider temporary plywood barrier?for the interim.  We do not 
believe this is feasible.  In order to be effective, a barrier 
must be about 14 feet high.  To construct a plywood barrier to 
this height would be expensive.  A barrier only eight feet in 
height, which would be more reasonable in cost, would not be 
acoustically effective.  Therefore, this is not considered a 
viable option. 

Since we might be constructing this project, albeit at some 
future date, we will not provide landscape planting as a visual 
screen next spring as originally planned.  This is because future 
construction of the mound will destroy any vegetation we would 
have planted. 

I trust this information is sufficient for your needs at 
this time.  If you have any questions or desire additional 
information, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at (301) 
321-3521. 

Sincerely, 

HAL KASSOrF 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cct^Jtfr. Charles B. Adams 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

lb Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 8, 1988 

The Honorable Angela Beltram       \ 
Howard County Council 
The George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 

Dear Councilwoman Beltram: 

-r  .,„ * am writing to update you on the status of the studies at 
1-70 in the vicinity of Millbrook Road. 

!• 

Our first task was to demonstrate to the residents the 
procedures and methodology for taking noise readings.  This was 
a^I??ed ^hrou9h Mr. William Fischbach and done on May 23rd.  In 
addition to Mr. Fischbach, only four residents attended this 
demonstration.  Delegate Robert Kittleman also was present. 

^•^<?Ur fecond task was to work with Mr. Fischbach to identify 
additional areas where 24-hour noise measurements would be taken 
This was^to ascertain whether the residences on the south side of 
Millbrook Road were impacted above the 67-decibel threshold 
criterion.  In addition, it was to allow the residents, through 
•£•<- Itchbach't°  have input regarding the noise measurements so 
that they would be satisfied that the results were based on 
appropriate data.  This work has now been completed, and confirms 
our earlier studies, which determined that these seiond-row 
residences do not meet the noise level criterion.  Therefore 
construction of a noise-barrier project would not be cost-  ' 
effective considering the number of impacted homes. 

Our final task was to perform endfineering and cost studies 
to determine the feasibility of an earth berm as an alternative 
to a wall-type noise barrier for the area.  We are currently 
nearing completion of this work and will contact you in early 
October with the results. y 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St., Baltimore. Maryland  21203-0717 
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Thank you for your continuing interest in our noise 

any ^stion£?ran'  PleaSe d0n't hesitate to cal1 me ^ You have 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc:  The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
The Honorable Edward j. Kasemeyer 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo 
Mr. William Fischbach i 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

dictated by Charlie Adams 
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August 3, 191 

The Honorable John Bishop [ 
1520 Doxbury Road 
Towson, Maryland  21204 

Dear Delegate Bishop: 

I am responding to your telephone inquirv .concerning the 
noise abatement pro.iect on the outer Jloop of 1-695 from York Road 
to Dulaney.Valiey Road. 

This project is scheduled for advertisement in 1989.  A 
community meeting will be held before'' the completion of the 
final design in order to present the project to the residents 
and determine if at least 75% are in ;favor of the pro.iect.  When 
the meeting is scheduled, Vve will notify you and other elected 
officials in your district.  I expect, this to be in the Fall of 
this year. - 

Thank you for your interest in our N:o.ise Abatement Program 

Sii 

Hal   Kassoff 
, Ai'im i n i s t rato: 

HK/prc 
cc :  The Honorable Helen Delich Bent.ley 

The Honorable F. Vernon Boozer •• 
The Honorable Michael Gisriel 
The Honorable Martha S. Klima 
The Honorable Dennis F. Rasmuss'en 
The Honorable Barbara F. Bachur 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 



^os-fsss 

Maiyland Department ofTrdnsportation 
State Highway Administ ation 
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Secretary 
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Administrator 
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August 1, 1988 

The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Maryland House of Delegates 
212 House Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Busch: 

Thank you for your July 12th letter to Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
concerning noise and landscaping issues associated with the 
improvements to US 50 at Roscoe Rowe Boulevard. 

First, I would like to address the noise issue.  In order 
for an area to be eligible for a sound barrier, all of the 
following criteria must be met. 

r 
Noise levels must exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels.  This is a national impact criteria established by 
the Federal Highway Admiristration. 

The majority of the impacted residences must have been con- 
structed prior to the highway. 

An effective means to reduce the impact must be available. 

The proposed highway improvement must result in a substan- 
tial increase over noise levels that would occur under a 
no-build condition. 

Cost of abatement must be reasonable.  We consider $4 0,000 
per protected residence to be the maximum reasonable 
expenditure.  A protected residence is one which is impacted 
and will receive a five decibel or greater benefit from a 
barrier. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707   North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore.   Maryland   21203-0717 
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I. 
The area of your concern along Kirkley Road and Gladden Road 

was evaluated during both the planning and design phases of the 
project.  The most recent evaluation was performed in 1987  This 

•' lu     lS1S  loo^ed at both the southwest and southeast quadrants of 
the Rowe Boulevard/US 50 interchange. 

The study concluded that noise Carriers are not warranted 
for either area.  The area in the southwest quadrant is not 
anticipated to experience noise levels in excess of the 67 
decibel impact threshold.  This is'mainly due to the fact that' 
the mainline roadways will be shifted to the north from their 
present location. * 

The area along Kirkley Road in'the southeast quadrant is 
expected to experience noise levels, in excess of the impact 
threshold.  The analysis determined/that a barrier to protect 
this area would range in cost from $63,000 to $101,000 per 
residence depending on the barrier Option costed.  This cost 
greatly exceeds the $40,000 per residence we feel is the maximum 
reasonable expenditure. 

You also asked about the feasibility of landscaping adjacent 
to the interchange ramps to reduce the noise.  In those instances 
where we cannot justify the construction of sound barriers we 
will consider landscaping to providfe a visual buffer.  We have 
found this often results in a positive psychological benefit. 

Following the highway reconstruction project we will prepare 
plans for landscaping of the completed highway. These plans will 
consider the screening opportunities in those areas you expressed 
concern. K ^ 

If you need additional information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Sine 

Ha¥ Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc:  Mr. Charles B. Adams 
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December 9, 1988 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
8270 New Hampshire Avenue 
Langley Park, Maryland^. 20p0 

Dear Senator "-^  rman: 

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent 
traffic noise studies in the Knollwood area adjacent to the 
1-95/495 interchange, and along 1-95 in; the vicinity of Aitcheson 
and Denim Roads. 

Additional noise measurements were1 conducted along Duncan 
Drive adjacent to the 1-95/495 interchange as part of an ongoing 
noise barrier design project in the area.  A 24-hour measurement 
was conducted and it was found that the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA) was exceeded for two of the 24 hours.  Based on 
these results, it was determined that a total of seven residences 
were impacted.  These were located at either end of our existing 
earth berm in this area. 

An evaluation was made regarding the feasibility of building 
a noise barrier wall at each end of the berm to protect the 
impacted residences.  Several factors make a barrier impractical. 
There is a maximum of seven residences impacted and the cost for 
each barrier section would exceed our guidelines.  The cost for 
the two barrier sections was estimated ;.at nearly $400,000, over 
$55,000 per residence.  In addition, there is a major pipeline at 
the north end of the earth mound near Edgemont Drive, which would 
likely increase construction costs. 

We 
end of 
the adj 
mainly 
screen 

propose that additional landscaping be provided at each 
the existing earth mound in the Knollwood area as part of 
acent noise barrier contract.  The plantings will consist 
of evergreens, which will provide a year-round visual 

-#. 

My telephone number is (301)_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

•707    Mnrfh    Oah""-*    0» p-ltlrr. •-rwi -inrf   9 i "n o    ^ " • 



The Honorable Arthur Dormari 
Page 2 

' •'';- .'•.;;vV'X'i',',',;'.^'r5/'v'-"'7 ;•-•* .:,; "•^••^:''.v•^'-"^•Y^;T/;',•Y.,^**^.••'^l'i.•':•, 

The second 'area'fin-, which/Jwe^ioriducted;; 
was in the vicinity of ;Aitbhesoh|;and';Denim; 
north of Powder Mill Road. Noisie^' level j1 tests were*conducted '"at 

••: •'•(:.•; 

I- cannot offer a more:-^6sitive^respbhse^i6^?^SSv;V';;'®-^^ ' I regret that i cannot otter a more positive^respohs< 
your concerns.'.. •• I trust this information has adequately explained 
our studies.  Thank you 'for '^our continuing interest in7lour Noise 
Abatement Program. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY* 
H^ KASSQEB 
Hal Kassoff 

^Administrator 

- / < 
f
t ^-r 

HK:prc 

bcc:  Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass•".y"-, 

\J&x^  Charles B. Adams ^ 

Dictated by:  Ms. Patricia A. Gauss - 11/16/88 - 321-3607 
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August 4, 1988 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
8270 New Hampshire Avenue 
Langley Park, Maryland  20903 

Dear Senator Dorman: 

Thank you for your recent letter to District Engineer 
Michael Snyder concerning additional noise measurements in the 
Adelphi area. 

Our Bureau of Landscape Architecture will perform the study 
to determine if the area meets the criteria for a sound barrier. 
The study will take approximately three months. 

I will contact you with the results by mid-November. Thank 
you for' your continued interest in our Noise Abatement Program. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:ptc 
cv.J  Mr. Charles B. Adams 

dictated by Charlie Adams 



^ Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary Maryland Department of Transportation   \ 

State Highway Administration ALJ*•* 

Decembei: 9, 1988 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
8270 New Hampshire Avenue 
Langley Park, Maryland/ 

Dear Senator>©6rinan 

idQ20pi 

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent 
traffic noise studies in the Knollwood area adjacent to the 
1-95/495 interchange, and along 1-95 in the vicinity of Aitcheson 
and Denim Roads. 

Additional noise measurements were conducted along Duncan 
Drive adjacent to the 1-95/495 interchange as part of an ongoing 
noise barrier design project in the area.  A 24-hour measurement 
was conducted and it was found that the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA) was exceeded for two of the 24 hours.  Based on 
these results, it was determined that la total of seven residences 
were impacted.  These were located at either end of our existing 
earth berm in this area. 

An evaluation was made regarding the feasibility of building 
a noise barrier wall at each end of the berm to protect the 
impacted residences.  Several factors make a barrier impractical. 
There is a maximum of seven residences impacted and the cost for 
each barrier section would exceed our guidelines.  The cost for 
the two barrier sections was estimated at nearly $400,000, over 
$55,000 per residence.  In addition, there is a major pipeline at 
the north end of the earth mound near Edgemont Drive, which would 
likely increase construction costs. 

We propose that additional landscaping be provided at each 
end of the existing earth mound in the Knollwood area as part of 
the adjacent noise barrier contract.  The plantings will consist 
mainly of evergreens, which will provide a year-round visual 
screen. 

My telephone number is (301) 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North Calvert  St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

& 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

DEC i "e BS3 

The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
12400 Clarksville Pike i 
Clarksville, Maryland 21029 

I 
Dear Delegate Flanagan: 

I am writing to advise you of the results of the community 
meeting held on October 20th to discuss our noise abatement 
studies for 1-70 adjacent to the Millbrook Road area. 

The results of our follow-up measurements verified the 
results of our original study.  Only the row of homes closest to 
1-70 is impacted above the noise level threshold of our policy. 
Therefore, the cost of a full-height noise wall exceeds the cost 
per residence criterion as previously reported. 

We have determined, however, that a cost-effective solution 
might be achieved for this area through the combined use of an 
earth berm and a shorter height noise wall.  Precise costs cannot 
be determined, however, until the design phase. 

We will begin designing the project by late 1989, to make a 
final determination on whether the'barrier meets cost criteria. 
This work should be completed within twelve to eighteen months 
from that time.  Included will be soil borings, foundation 
studies, determination of optimal location, including height and 
length, and coordination with affected property owners. 

If, after 
the barrier is 
the community, 
available any a 
will proceed to 
construction wi 
remaining backl 
indication, our 
implement. 

those preliminary design studies are completed, 
found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to 
and adjacent property owners are willing to make 
dditional right-of-way should it be required, we 
final design.  Scheduling of the barrier for 

11 depend upon availability of funds and the 
og of previously approved barriers.  Just as an 
present backlog will require several years to 

m 
My telephone number is (301)- 

#: Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Mgtro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore; Maryland  21203-0717 
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The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
Page Two 

If there are opportunities to construct the earth bertn at an 
earlier date due to the availability of excess material from 
other highway work, we will carefully consider it.  However, we 
do not anticipate the projects now under design in Howard County 
to be advertised within the next two years will have any excess 
material. 

A question was posed at the meeting whether we could 
consider temporary plywood barrier for the interim.  We do not 
believe this is feasible.  In order to be effective, a barrier 
must be about 14 feet high.  To construct a plywood barrier to 
this height would be expensive.  A barrier only eight feet in 
height, which would be more reasonable in cost, would not be 
acoustically effective.  Therefore, this is not considered a 
viable option. 

Since we might be constructing this project, albeit at some 
future date, we will not provide landscape planting as a visual 
screen next spring as originally planned.  This is because future 
construction of the mound will destroy any vegetation we would 
have planted. 

I trust this information is sufficient for your needs at 
this timei  If you have any questions or desire additional 
information, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at (301) 
321-3521. 

O^kl^kb BY: 
HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc :^Mr. Charles B. Adams 
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November 1, 1988 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
3123 Belair Drive * 
Bowie, Maryland 20715 

Dear Senator Green: '> 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mrs. Helen 
Cabbiness and the residents of the Ruxton Drive area in Lanham 
concerning traffic noise from 1-95 (Capital Beltway). 

In April 1987, the State Highway Administration formally 
adopted a Noise Policy because of the great number of potential 
projects that exist well beyond any possibility of funding. 
Since our resources for noise barrier projects are limited, it 
was necessary to develop a policy to address those areas where 
the construction of the highway clearly created the problem. As 
a result, all of the following criteria must be met for an area 
to be eligible for inclusion in our program: 

noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA); 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may 
not exceed $40,000; 

seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor 
the project; and 

funds must be available. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St.. Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 



-36 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Two 

The Ruxton Drive area has been evaluated for inclusion in 
our Noise Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the 
date of construction of the impacted residences. A community 
noise survey was conducted in mid-1986 which found noise levels 
at the residences adjacent to the highway to be at or above the 
impact threshold, thus satisfying this requirement.  However, it 
was determined that a majority (over 80%) of the homes impacted 
by the noise were not constructed until several years after the 
Beltway, which was completed in 1964.  Therefore, the area does 
not qualify for noise barriers under our policy. 

As you are aware, the funding; of highway projects, including 
noise barriers, is obtained from gasoline taxes, highway user 
fees and corporate taxes, not from private citizens' income or 
property taxes. The important point, however, is that only those 
areas which meet our noise policy criteria are eligible for noise 
barriers. 

Finally, the fly-over ramp from westbound US 50 will be 
located a considerable distance south of the Ruxton Drive area. 
Due to this great distance, no noise contribution from the fly- 
over will be perceptible in your area. 

I know Mrs. Cabbiness wrote directly to Secretary of 
Transportation Richard H. Trainor and sent the petition to him. 
His direct response to her conveyed this information. While we 
regret we cannot offer a more positive response to the residents' 
concerns, we trust we have adequately clarified our policy as it 
relates to this community.  Please do not hesitate to contact me 
if you require additional information. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 

HAL KASSOFF 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc:  Secretary Richard H. Trainor 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass      „ 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.-SHA ext. 10/25/88 321-3630 
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October 24, 1988 

The Honorable Paula Hollinger      • 
3708 Lanamer Road 
Randallstown, Maryland 21133      ! 

Dear Senator Hollinger: 

I am writing to follow up on Secretary Richard H. Trainer's 
April 27th letter to you concerning our landscape feasibility 
studies for Manor Hill Road, adjacent to 1-695. 

An investigation of the area indicates that the homes are 
fairly well screened from the highway by the existing roadside 
vegetation.  This buffer will be much less effective, however, in 
the fall and winter when the deciduous plants lose their leaves. 
However, our studies have determined,that it is possible to 
supplement the existing vegetation with additional landscape 
plantings.  These plantings will consist predominantly of 
evergreen trees accompanied by some deciduous material to retain 
the natural appearance.  This will provide a year-round visual 
screen from the traffic, which could1 provide some psychological 
relief from the noise. 

A landscape design based on the feasibility plan will be 
developed this winter and planting for the project will be 
accomplished next spring. 

I trust this information satisfies your needs at this time. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any additional 
questions. 

Sincerely, 
ORIGINAL S.;u.': 

HAL KASSOri- 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

ii 

HK:prc 

cc:  Mr. Richard H. Trainor 

bec: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by:  Patricia Gauss - October 20, 1988 - 321-3607 
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October 25,   1988 

The Honorable Paula C. Hoilinger 
3708 Lananer Road 
Randallstown, Maryland 21183 

N 

Dear Senator Hoilinger: 

Thank you for your letter of October 7th concerning the 
proposed planting for the Annen Woods Community. 

We regret that there has been a delay in procuring the 
contract to accomplish the planting for this area. The contract 
has now been finalized and we have notified the contractor to 
order the necessary plant material.  If the plants are available 
and can be obtained before the end Of the fall planting season, 
the work will be accomplished as scheduled.  Otherwise, the work 
will definitely be completed this coming spring. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

Ohlu./iAL SIGNED BY: 
lHAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

bcc:  Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams-^^ 
Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 

Dictated by:  Mr. Paul A. Georgiou - October 21, 1988 - 321-3608 
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October 25, 1988 

The Honorable Paula C. Hollinger 
3708 Lanamer Road 
RandalIstown, Maryland 21183 

Dear Senator Hollinger: 

Thank you for your letter of October 7th concerning the 
proposed planting for the Annen Woods Community. 

\ 
We regret that there has been a ji delay in procuring the 

contract to accomplish the planting for this area.  The contract 
has now been finalized and we have notified the contractor to 
order the necessary plant material, jlf the plants are available 
and can be obtained before the end of the fall planting season, 
the work will be accomplished as scheduled.  Otherwise, the work 
will definitely be completed this coming spring. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further 
questions. < 

Sincerely, 
ORIGJNAL SIGNED BY' 
HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

bcc:  Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams     ^- J 
Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr."-""^ 

Dictated by:  Mr. Paul A. Georgiou - October 21, 1988 - 321-3608 
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SEP 16 1988 

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer 
U. S; House of Representatives 
1513 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 

Dear Congressman Hoyer: 

Thank you for your recent letter, on behalf of Mr. Brian J. 
Hamilton, concerning the traffic noise impact analysis conducted 
for the Glenn Dale Estates community adjacent to US 50 (proposed 
1-68). 

We have reviewed the issues raised in Mr. Hamilton's July 
29th letter and have determined that Glenn Dale Estates does not 
qualify for noise barriers on the basis of cost effectiveness 
and date of construction. We have forwarded copies of all 
related correspondence to your office, but in the event that you 
have not received the letters, I have enclosed a copy of each for 
your review. The letter dated August 18th responds directly to 
the concerns Mr. Hamilton has raised regarding our analysis. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any 
additional information. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 
HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 
Enclosures 

cc:  Mr. Brian J. Hamilton j 
Secretary Richard H. Trainor  j; 
The Honorable Leo Green 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Hr:   Charles B. Adams 

: 'jfffi&r. ss.- 
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STENY H. HOYER 
6TH DISTRICT, MARYLAND 

DEPUTY WHIP 

DEMOCRATIC STEERING 

AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 

COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND 

COOPERATION IN EUROPE 

Congreas oftlie Bnitei States 
ttoMt of lUprtstntatititB 
UMhinpn, ©£ 20515 

APPROPRIATIONS COMMIT 

TREASURY, POSTAL SERVK 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

LABOR, 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVI' 

EDUCATION 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

August 12, 1988 

Mr. Hal'Kassoff, Administrator 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 J 
Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 I 

Dear Mr. Kassoff, 

The Glenn Dale Estates Civic Association has contacted me 
regarding the sound barriers along U.S. 50 adjacent to the Glenn 
Dale Estates Community.        | 

The Association is specifically concerned about the rationale 
for the number of homes included in the noise reduction cost 
analysis. 

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the correspondence 
I received from the civic association.  I would greatly 
appreciate receiving a response to the association's concerns 
along with an explanation of that portion of the analysis about 
which the residents have expressed doubt. 

Th'ank you for your consideration and with kindest regards, I 
am 

Sincerely yours, 

STENY H. HOYER 

Enclosure 

Please Respond To: 
Hon. Steny H. Hoyer        • .j 
U.S. House of Representatives  ! 
1513 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 

••"—*-« -«'•• 
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Brian J. Hamilton 
Glenn Dale Estates 
Ciyic Association Rep 
11304 Maiden Drive 
Bowie, MD  20715 
JUly 29, 1988 

Mr..Hal Kassoff \ 
Administrator 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box"?17 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. KassoffJ ' 

Thank you for your recent reply concerning the noise barriers 
for the Glenn Dale Estates Community.  Thank you also for your 
explanations regarding the Noise Abatement Policy.  I cannot 
dispute your computer analysis;, which predict the future traffic 
volumes and projected noise impact, because I don't know what 
factors or data that were included.  However, I do stand to 
differ with you oh the number of residences that you used in your 
study.  Your analysis used 34 homes directly adjacent to the 
highway.  My home, along with other homes, is across the street 
from those adjacent to the highway where the noise level is just 
as great.  The residences on the opp-osite side of the street 
should have been included in ybur analysis as well.  Many of us 
have to sleep with the windows closed at night to shut out the 
noise; nonetheless, the vibration from the trucks still shake the 
contents in the houses.      ' 

If you' took into consideration the 27 residences opposite the 27 
homes adjacent to the highway with the high decibel readings, 
the cost per 54 impacted residences wouldibe $29,000 instead of 
*57,000.  This would be less then the *40,,000 limit and deemed 
reasonable. > 

Therefore, I am asking you to reconsider your analysis because 
total data needed was not included.  A further analysis should 
be done on the residences opposite the 27 with high decibel 
readings. i, 

\J. 

Sincerely, 

v^U^A^g^ 
Brian J. Hamilton 

cc:  The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 
The Honorable Leo Green  * 
The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer 
The Honorable Parris N. Glendening 
Mr. Richard H. Trainor 

JGO 2 icu, 

Brian J. Hamilton 
Glenn Dale Estates 
Civic Association Rep 
11304 Maiden Drive 
Bowie, MD  20715 
July 29, 1988 

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer , 
1513 Longworth Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515       , 

Dear Mr. Hoyer: 

Th*nk vou for responding to the concerns of Glenn Dale 
Estatls^unit" ^ou? time^ effort are greatly' apprec.ated. 
I received a reply from Mr. Hal'Kassoff, Administrator, of the 
Maryland Department of Transportation concern ng the sound 
btrriers along US 50 adjacent to the Glenn Dale Estates 
romlunltv   In his letter he identified the three basic criteria 
"^'be^tnt^r to install the -und barriers  However, 

I did not agree with the SHA method of analysis.  I felt tnat 
residences other than the ones adjacent to the highway should be 
measured for noise levels.     \ 

Mv enclosed letter request^ a further study to be conducted 
because "e noise does not'only affect ^e residences ad.acen  to 
the highway but other residences in proximity.  We ask that you 
stick with us in trying to get this problem solved. 

11    Sincerely, 

Brian J. Hamilton 

Encl. 
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B/laiyland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary •; 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

October 21, 1988 

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer 
United States House of Representatives 
4351 Garden City Drive, Suite 625 
Landover, Maryland 20785 

Dear Congressman Hoyer: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Andrew J. 
Lee, concerning the noise problem in the area of Castlewood 
Drive, adjacent to 1-495. We recently received a .similar letter 
from Councilwoman JoAnne Bell on Mr. Andrews' behalf.  Let me 
share with you the information we gave her concerning our policy 
and its application to the Largo-Beltway community.    ' 

In April 1987, the State Highway Administration formally 
adopted a Noise Abatement Policy because of the great number of 
potential projects that exist, well beyond any possibility of 
funding.  Since our resources for noise barrier projects are 
limited, it was necessary to develop a policy to address those 
areas where the construction of the highway clearly created the 
problem.  As a result, all of the following criteria must be met 
for an area to be eligible for inclusion in our program: 

noise levels must exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels; 

the majority of the impacted residences must have been 
constructed prior to the highway; 

an effective solution to reduce noise levels must be 
feasible; 

cost of a noise barrier cannot exceed $40,000 per impacted 
residence; ,: 

a majority of at least 75% of the affected community must 
favor the project; and 

funds must be available. 

Prior to the development of Maryland's policy on noise 
barriers, we were guided by federal eligibility criteria, which 
provided that federal funds may not be used for protecting 
developments which came after the highway, except for develop- 
ments built prior to 1976.  Frankly, we saw little basis 

My telephone number is (301) 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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'.The Honorable Steny H. Hover 
Page Two 

entitled to costly noislbarr?^^ ^ 9i?^lly 0r e(Iuitably be 

properties, and the choices of consumers. 

well afLftSTca^1^* ^'j c^^ity were constructed 
noise baSiarl  Sin  Beltway and, therefore, do not qualify for 

liBUar^easSns"1617 areaS Khere "* haVe de"-' «»»« Sailers for 
11 

your conoids ^St LS^.??^ a "T P°sitlve "sponse to 
policy as it ralaJ.,^ ^ haV,r adeguately clarified our 

Sincerely, 
W^WAL-SIGNED BY: 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/sl 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adarasv/ 

Dictated by: Ms. P. A. Gauss-SHA 321-3607 10/13/88 

007  25 1988 



f.-.-SWftY H. HOYER 
5TH DISTBICT, MARYIANO 

DEPUTY WHIP 

.DEMOCRATIC STEERING 

^o POLICY COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 

COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND 

COOPERATION IN EUROPE 

(TonsreBs of; tjie lanited States ^ 
IHousc of KepresentatioeB 

on, ©C 205)5 

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

TREASURY, POSTAL SERVICE. 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

LABOR. 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 

EDUCATION 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

September 21, 1988 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland  11101 

A^7 
Dear Mr. Ka 

I am writing to you again on behalf\ of Mr. Andrew J. Lee and 
the Citizens of the Largo-Beltway Community, who have contacted 
me regarding the community's request fori the construction of 
sound barriers to lessen the exposure to,noise, pollution, and 
the consequences of the Beltway traffic.' 

Enclosed for your review is a copy 6f the letter outlining 
the problem.  I would greatly appreciate your reviewing their 
concerns and providing guidance for my response. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 

Please respond to: 

4351 Garden City Drive 
Suite 625 
Landover, Maryland  20 785 
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August   29,   1988 

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer 
Landover, MD.    20785 

We are now exposed to noise, pollution, vehicular accidents, 
hazardous materials, and trespassers. We live along the Capital 
Beltway in the Largo community. Sound barriers along the east 
side of the Beltway between mile markers 12 and 15, berms, or 
some other structure should be constructed to remedy the 
problem.  What can you do to help? 

The problem has been accentuated because the 
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) is now installing 
a water main on our property, and all the trees have been 
removed. These trees, many of which were over 10-15 years old, 
provided the only protection from the by-products of the Beltway. 
Although the property is to be restored, we doubt that the big 
trees will be replaced. We have come to realize first-hand that 
trees are valuable resources. 

Our property  is exposed now.  The estimated WSSC completion 
date is not until April 19, 1989.  [Travelers on  the Beltway can 

right  into  our  homes.  Motorists with automobile trouble 
to call for help. Gas 

missing. The noise level 
now is bearly digestable. In 1987, the entire community was 
evacuated because of a potential truck explosion. The grass and 
weeds on the Beltway side of the fence is never mowed, inviting 
snakes and other rodents. 

look 
often jump the fence to come to our'homes 
cans and  other items  often are  found 

Refer to the This is not our first attempt to ask for help, 
enclosed responses to our first inquiry in 1986. Only 
Congressman Steny Hoyer readily provided us with a letter from 
the State Highway Administration which stated, among other 
things, that our houses might not qualify for sound barriers 
because they were built after May, 1976. (Some of the houses were 
built before this date). Other officials alluded to 
significant installation costs or that they were reviewing 
matter. 

the 
the 

So as  members of  your constituency, we are asking for your 
help in resolving this problem.    Trees  cannot  be  replaced so 
easily and  we are  dangerously exposed.  Your assistance will be 
greatly appreciately and remembered.  What can you do to help? 
(25 Petitioners signatures on file) 

Sincerely, 

F  LARGO-BELTWAY   COMMUNITY 
;1001  Castlewood Drive 
'Largo,  MD    20772 
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COMMISSIONERS 

Robert P. Will • 
Chaitman 

kAda Koonce Blumenschein 
Vice-chairman 

Henry T. Arringlon 

Waymond D. Bray 

Gilbert B. Lessenco 

Robert M. Roller 

Richard G. Hocevar 

General Manager 
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WASHINGTON SUBURBAN 

SANITARY COMMISSION 

4017 Hamilton Street [• Hyaltsville, MD 20781 • 301-699-4000 
Department of Engineering • 8103 Sandy Spring Road • Laurel, MD 20707 

June 7, 1988 

Resident 
1001 Castlewood Drive 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

Dear Resident: 

Re:  Contract 7005B 

Contract 86BR7005B, for the installation of a water main, has 
been awarded to the Marona Construction Company by the Washington 
Suburban Sanitary Comnission (WSSC). j 

i 
The following information is being supplied to you in the 

interest of keeping you informed about the progress of the project 
in your area. 

Construction will take place on the East side of 1-95 from 
Central Avenue to Ritchie Marlboro Road.  It is expected that work 
on this project will start promptly and certain portions of the 
project may be completed before others.  The estimated completion 
date for the entire project is April 18, 1989 dependent upon weather 
conditions, etc. j 

The Commission Project Inspector on this job is Ms. Deborah Sluder. 
Questions regarding the project and its progress may be directed to 
the Inspector in the field or to me at my office, telephone number 
699-4951. 

Every effort will be made to restore any disturbed areas as soon 
as possible and as near as practical to their original condition. 

Your cooperation and understanding as the job progresses will 
assist us immeasurably in completing this work with a minimum of 
inconvenience to you and your neighbors. 

Sincerely, 

John L. Byars 
Contract Manager II 

1918 • Years of Dedicated Service • 1988 
1918 • Years of Dedicated Service • 1988 



ANDREW J. LEE 
Certified Public Accountant ifi^ 

Certified Management Accountant 
** 

August 29,   1986 

Congressman Steny Boyer 
1513 Longworth Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Boyer: 

Re:  Beltway Sound Barrier 
Largo Community 
12-15 Mile Markers, Southside 

On behalf of myself and my Largo neighbors, I am writing 
concerning a problem we are experiencing with Beltway traffic. 
We are being plagued by increased noise levels, dying trees that 
have provided a sound break, smog and trespassing motorists whose 
cars have broken down. We have endured it all because we love 
our homes and our neighborhood.  Before moving out, we want to 
know if there are any plans to build a sound barrier, as it has 
so nicely been done in Northern Virginia and along the Beltway 
near Lanham/Greenbelt? 

Please let us know what can be done, if anything. You may 
call or write as indicated below: 

899-1777 (9 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 
350-6295 (after 6 p.m.) 
1001 Castlewood Drive 
Largo, Maryland 20772 

Sincerely, 

Andrew J. Lee 

cc:  Largo Civic Association 
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THE PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
(301; 952-4131 

November 17, 198 6 
Counly F.xcculivp 

l'ARI?IS N. (U.F.NIJENING 

Mr. Andrew J. Lee 
1001 Castlewood Drive 
Largo^ Maryland  20772 

Dear Mr. Lee: I 

This is a follow-up to your concern regarding the 
installation of sound barriers along the east side of the 
Capital Beltway between mile markeris 12 and 15.  We are 
still reviewing this matter, however/ I wanted to share the 
following information with you. 

As the Capital Beltway (1-95) is a State highway, we 
checked with the State Highway Administration as to their 
method of determining when and where they build these 
barriers.  The factors considered ih establishing priorities 
are noise levels, date of development construction, number 

protection per house. 
I with 90% Federal funds 

of persons affected, and the cost ol 
The present program is being funded! 
and 10% State funds for a total of j$10 million dollars a 
year statewide.  The average cost of the barriers is 
approximately 1.8 million dollars per mile which limits the 
construction to about 5.5 miles per 
State. 

year for the entire 

I have asked the State Highway; Administrator to 
investigate your problem area and to inform me of his 
findings with a possible date for cipnstruction of the sound 
barriers.  As soon as the review is; complete, you will be 
provided with a summary of our find 

Again, thank you for bringing 
attention.  If I may be of assistan 
please feel free to contact my offi 

Sincerely 

ings and action taken, 
i 
i 

this matter to my 
ce to you in the future, 
ce. 

w/i^C&^»-«j~**
s" 

Parris N. Glendening 
County Executive 

T7 

cc:     Michael   Snyder 

County Administration Building — Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 



Maryland Depattment of Ttanspoitation 
State Highly Adminislration '•       ' *.* 

"%. AV'' Octbber 27, 1986 

itf 
William K. Hellmann 
SicnUry 

Hal Kasjofl 
Admlnljlritor 

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
4 351 Garden City Drive 
Suite 625 
Landover, Maryland  20785 

Dear CongressmanJteyer: 

ifltf ig j^o* 
V 

w u ,5lefse refer to your letter dated September 15, 1986, on 
behalf of Mr. Andrew J. Lee requesting a sound barrier along 
Interstate Route 95 m the Largo area of Prince Georqe's 
County. , * 

The State Highway Administration has established a noise 
abatement program to provide sound barriers for residential 
areas along existing major highways.  Under guidelines based 
on Federal Hxghway Administration (EHWA) regulations, two 
requirements must be satisfied for ah area to qualify for a 
sound barrier:  1) noise levels at a majority of the residences 
adjacent to the highway roust exceed FHWA noise level criteria 
and, 2) the residences must have come into existence prior to 
May, 1976.  In establishing the regulations, FHWA considered 
that by this date, traffic noise impiact had become a recognized 
condition adjacent to major highways, and that noise abatement 
for development occurring after that date should be the 
responsibility of the developer. 

Noise level studies in the Castflewood Drive area date back 
to 1979.  However, the development came into existence in 19 77. 
Based on Federal guidelines, this area does not qualify for 
sound barriers. 

I hope this information is sufficient for your needs at 
this time.  Thank you for your interest in our noise 
abatement program. 

Sincerely, 

/A 
Hcfl Kassoff 
Administrator 

I 
HK:jb • 

My telephone number Is. 659-1111 
Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearirrg or Speech 

383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-80CM92-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

P.O. Box 717 / 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203 - 0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

DEC 2 7 

1/^ Richard H. Trainor. 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer 
4351 Garden City Drive 

^  Suite 625 
Landover, Maryland  20785 

Dear Congressman Hoyer: 

on behalf of John J. Thank you for your recent letter 
Yannone concerning the proposed improvements to US 50 and MD 197 
in the vicinity of Princeton Square. 

For a community to be considered for the State Highway 
Administration's Noise Abatement Program, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

— noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA); 

— a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded tht 
highway; 

— construction of an effective noi se barrier must be feasible; 

— cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may 
not exceed $40,000; 

— at least 75% of the affected residents must favor the 
project; and 

— funds must be available. 

Our records show 1984 
Square residents were built 
may not have been aware of 
Impact Study for the projec 
the project has been a matt 
Highway Administration gave 
area was not identified as 
not yet exist as a resident 
at the time of the public h 

as the year in which the Princeton 
While EJrinceton Square residents 

the project until recently, the Noise 
t was published in October 1980, and 
er of public record since the Federal 
its location approval in 1982.  The 
impacted in the studies because it did 
ial community, nor was it in existence- 
earing held on March 3, 1981. 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore.  Maryland   21203-0717 
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The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer 
Page 2 

Additionally, the site plan for Princeton Square shows that 
the community was planned with the knowledge of the possible 
relocation of MD 197.  Therefore, the area does not meet the 
requirement for date of construction. 

We have offered to meet with Mr. Yannone and the residents 
to clarify our noise policy and the proposed US 50 project.  If 
they are interested in scheduling a meeting, we will notify you 
as well.  Thank you for your continuing interest in our Noise 
Abatement Program. ; 

HK/eh 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by: 

Sincerely, 
i 

ORIGINAL SIGNFO BY: 
HAL KASSdfF 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

icia A. Gauss-61.5, I ext. 321-3607 on 12-16-88 

d 
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vl'v   ^    '' UlO Richard H. Trainor 

MarylandDepartmentofThnsportaUon J^, 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

^ot ^   ;  . October 21, 1988 

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer 
United States House of Representatives 
4351 Garden City Drive, Suite 625 
Landover;, Maryland 20785 

Dear Congressman Hoyer: 

Thankiyou for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Andrew J. 
Lee, concerning the noise problem in the area of Castlewood 
Drive, adjacent to 1-495.  We recently received a .similar letter 
from Councilwoman JoAnne Bell on Mr. Andrews' behalf.  Let me 
share with you the information we gave her concerning our policy 
and its application to the Largo-Beltway community. 

In April 1987, the State Highwiay Administration formally 
adopted a Noise Abatement Policy because of the great number of 
potential projects that exist/well beyond any possibility of 
funding.  Since our resources for noise barrier projects are 
limited, it was necessary to develop a policy to address those 
areas where the construction of the highway clearly created the 
problem.  As a result, all of the following criteria must be met 
for an area to be eligible for inclysion in our program: 

'--  noise levels must exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels; I 

— ' the majority of the impacted residences must have been 
constructed prior to the highway; 

an effective solution to reduce noise levels must be 
feasible; 

cost of a noise barrier cannot exceed $40,000 per impacted 
residence; 

— . a majority of at least 75% of the affected community must 
favor the project; and 

funds must be available. 

Prior to the development of Maryland's policy on noise 
barriers, we were guided by federal eligibility criteria, which 
provided that federal funds may not be used for protecting 
developments which came after the highway, except for develop- 
ments built prior to 1976.  Frankly, we saw little basis 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
•rvMt-XK&utn. 
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The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer 
Page Two 

for the exception, and did not include it in Maryland's policy. 
Our policy is based on the presumptipn that developments which 
were built after the highway cannot logically or equitably be 
entitled to costly noise barriers at public expense.  The prior 
existence of the highway was an integral part of the value of the 
land, the cost of the properties, and the choices of consumers. 

.       I 
All of the homes in Mr. Lee's community were constructed 

well after the Capital Beltway and, therefore, do not qualify for 
noise barriers.  While we recognize that noise levels are above 
the 67 decibel impact threshold, we Icannot construct noise 
barriers in areas which do not meet all of the policy require- 
ments. To make exceptions would open our program 'to many 
situations in other areas where we have denied sound barriers for 
similar reasons. \ 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to 
your concerns, but trust that I have adequately clarified our 
policy as it relates to this community.  Please do not hesitate 
to contact me if you require additional information. 

Sincerely, 
Om&HAL SJGNED BY: 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/sl 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers \ 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. AdamsS 

Dictated by: Ms. P. A. Gauss-SHA 321-3607 10/13/88 

8UR- OF LANDSCAPE   S 

•^.»wc3BtW:y- : , , L—i 



nh 
SEP 16 1981 

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer       !' 
U. S. House of Representatives 
1513 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 j 

Dear Congressman Hoyer: 

Thank you for your recent lettjer, on behalf of Mr. Brian J. 
Hamilton, concerning the traffic noise impact analysis conducted 
for the Glenn Dale Estates community adjacent to US 50 (proposed 
1-68). 

I' 
We have reviewed the issues raised in Mr. Hamilton's July 

29th letter and have determined that Glenn Dale Estates does not 
qualify for noise barriers on thej basis of cost effectiveness 
and date of construction. We have forwarded copies of all 
related correspondence to your office, but in the event that you 
have not received the letters, I have enclosed a copy of each for 
your review. The letter dated August 18th responds directly to 
the concerns Mr. Hamilton has raised regarding our analysis. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any 
additional information. \ 

Sincerely, 

ORiGINAIL SIGNED BYx 
HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 
Enclosures 

i. 

cc:  Mr. Brian J. Hamilton 
Secretary Richard H. Trainor 
The Honorable Leo Green      ^ 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 

^Jjr. Charles B. Adams » 

. vafflear. scv 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

OEC 1933 

^ 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
12400 Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville, Maryland 21029       [ 

Dear Senator Kasemeyer: 

I am writing to advise you of(the results of the community 
meeting held on October 20th to discuss our noise abatement 
studies for 1-70 adjacent to the Millbrook Road area. 

The results of our follow-up measurements verified the 
results of our original study.  Only the row of homes closest to 
1-70 is impacted above the noise level threshold of our policy. 
Therefore, the cost of a full-height noise wall exceeds the cost 
per residence criterion as previously reported. 

We have determined, however, that a cost-effective solution 
might be achieved for this area through the combined use of an 
earth berm and a shorter height noise wall.  Precise costs cannot 
be determined, however, until the design phase. 

We will begin designing the project by late 1989, to make a 
final determination on whether the|barrier meets cost criteria. 
This work should be completed within twelve to eighteen months 
from that time.  Included will be soil borings, foundation 
studies, determination of optimal location, including height and 
length, and coordination with affected property owners. 

!' 

If, after those preliminary design studies are completed, 
the barrier is found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to 
the community, and adjacent property owners are willing to make 
available any additional right-of-way should it be required, we 
will proceed to final design.  Scheduling of the barrier for 
construction will depend upon availability of funds and the 
remaining backlog of previously approved barriers.  Just as an 
indication, our present backlog will require several years to 
implement. 

My telephone number is (301)_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore.  Maryland  21203-0717 



^ 

I DEC «, 6 
The Honorable Edward J. Kasemever' 
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If there are opportunities to construct the earth berm at an 
earlier date due to the availability of excess material from 
other highway work, we will carefully consider it.  However, we 
do not anticipate the projects now under design in Howard County 
to be advertised within the next two years will have any excess 
material. I 

A question was posed at the meeting whether we could 
consider temporary plywood barrier for the interim.  We do not 
believe this is feasible.  In order to be effective, a barrier 
must be about 14 feet high.  To construct a plywood barrier to 
this height would be expensive.  A barrier only eight feet in 
height, which would be more reasonable in cost, would not be 
acoustically effective.  Therefore, this is not considered a 
viable option. 

ji 
Since we might be constructing this project, albeit at some 

future date, we will not provide landscape planting as a visual 
screen next spring as originally planned.  This is because future 
construction of the mound will destroy any vegetation we would 
have planted. 

I trust this information is sufficient for your needs at 
this time.  If you have any questions or desire additional 
information, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at (301) 
321-3521. ! 

HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HKrprc 

cc: | tyr. Charles B. Adams       ! 
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Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Maryland Department ofTransportation s•*y 
State Highway Administration 

*&^ , aw 
September 20, 1988 

The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer I 
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
12400 Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville, Maryland 21029 

Dear Senator and Delegates:       li 

As a follow-up to our August 17th letter, alternate studies 
have been completed on the Broken Land Parkway/US 29 Interchange 
indicating the various effects on the Sebring Community. 

We are pleased that we can satisfy most of Sebring Civic 
Association's desires: I 

The contract specifications will require that the earth 
berm and fence be constructed during the first stage of 
construction, as soon as the earth is available. 

The earth berm will be immediately seeded and mulched. 
Upon completion of the roadway! construction, our Bureau of 
Landscape Architecture will meet with Sebring Civic 
Association representatives to review the landscape design 
for the berm area.  We will consider the wishes of the 
Sebring Community in selecting planting materials. 

The contract specifications will state that trees and 
shrubbery be removed only from;within the proposed 
construction limits and that indiscriminate tree removal 
will not be permitted. 

Access to construction sites via Covington Road will be 
necessary during the construction of new access roadways off 
Covington Road; however, upon completion of these roadways, 
the contractor will be instructed that construction 
equipment and/or machinery shall not use the Sebring 
streets. 

My telephone number is (301)_ 

Teletypewriter for lmpalre:d Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro \- 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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The earth berm will be extended as far as possible to the 
west, without encroaching on the 100-year flood plain.  The 
lOO-year flood plain elevation has not yet been established, 
but as soon as this informatibn is available we will inform 
you of the exact limits of the berm. 

The chain link fence will be extended both east and west 
into the wooded area. 

Unfortunately, a shift of the alignment is not a practical 
consideration.  An alternate alignment study has been prepared to 
relocate Broken Land Parkway in a northerly direction by 
approximately 100 feet.  The additional costs for this proposed 
realignment are: 1 

Construction $2,780,000 
Additional Right-of-Way 1,050,000 
Utility Relocation    1,800. 000 

Total Cost Including Overhead     $5,630,000 

A lesser alignment shift of approximately 25 feet has also 
been prepared.  The additional costs for this proposed 
realignment are: , 

Construction                    $199,000 
Additional Right-of-Way 105,000 
Utility Relocation 672 ,000 

Total Cost Including Overhead     $976,000 
(• 

Neither of the estimates contains costs for flood plain 
storage replacement land caused by[encroachment on the Little 
Patuxent River Flood Plain.  These'flood plain storage 
replacement land areas cannot be determined at this time because 
of the in-depth, detailed hydrologic studies and the extensive 
coordination that would be required with Federal and State 
Regulatory Agencies.  We do not believe that the environmental 
agencies would support additional construction within the Little 
Patuxent River flood plain. 
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The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer 
The Honorable Robert H.., Kittleman 
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
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We were pleased to meet with the Sebring Civic Association 
on January 18th and April 25th, and I am pleased that we were 
able to accommodate most of their desires.  Please let me know if 
you need additional information corfcernihg this project.  Thank 
you for your continued interest and support. 

Sincerely, 

• ORIGINAL SIGHED BYs 
HAL KASSOW 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/em 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
MryWayne Clingan 

.i^Mf. Charles B. Adams, 
Mr. Anthony M. Capizzi 

Dictated by:  Fred Doerfler, 61.1, Ext. 1281, 8/29/88 
Contract No. HO 630-201-270 
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December 22, 1988 

The Honorable Francis X. Kelly 
5 Shawan Road 
Hunt Valley, Maryland 21030 

Dear Senator Kelly: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Robert 
Paff, concerning the proposed noise abatement project on 1-695 in 
the vicinity of Adcock Road.   ji 

\ 

The State Highway Administration adopted its formal noise 
policy because of the great number of potential projects that 
exist, well beyond any possibility of funding.  Since our 
resources for noise barrier projects are limited, it was 
necessary to develop a policy to address those areas where the 
construction of the highway clearly created the problem. All 
potential projects must meet the policy criteria before we can 
consider noise barriers as a solution.  Decisions on which areas 
will receive noise barriers are based on our policy criteria. 
Each project's priority position is determined by evaluating the 
extent of noise impact in that area. These decisions are by no 
means arbitrary. 

i, 
In this case, it is not a matter of whether or not the area 

qualifies, but of the availability of funds. The project is 
currently under design, but cannot be advertised for construction 
until construction funding becomes available. Regrettably, we 
are unable to commit to a schedule without available funding. 

Thank you for your patience in this matter.   . <-;*; 

Sincerely,  *- 

0R1GH1AL SIGNFD BY: 
HAL KASSofF 
Hal Ka^off 
Administrator 

HK:prc' 

bcc:  Mj?^ Bob B. Myers 
^SKC.  Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by: Patricia A. Gauss - November 28, 1988 - 321-3607 
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August 24, 1988 

The Honorable Winfield M. Kelly, JrL 
Secretary of State 
State House I 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Secretary Kelly: j 

Thank you for your August 9th letter regarding the issue of 
screen fencing adjacent to the ramp from MD 108 to US 29. 

I have enclosed copies of two letters to Councilwoman Angela 
Beltram and a letter to Mr. Franz that explain the Administra- 
tion's position in this issue. We 'do not feel that Mr. Franz is 
in the same category as those residents for whom screen fencing 
was provided. This is because Mr. .Franz already received 
financial compensation, which included the value of the fence. 

We have a project, which will begin next spring, to 
landscape the new interchange. We have included evergreen 
plantings adjacent to Mr. Franz's property to provide a visual 
screen. We feel this will provide an effective solution to the 
problem. p 

I hope this adequately addresses your question.  Please 
contact me if I can be of further Assistance. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL Si*-.-- ±^* 
HAL KASSOPP 

HaljKassoff 
Administrator 

HKrprc I 
Enclosures 

bcc:  Mr. Bob B. Myers » 
Mj". Robert D. Douglass     ' 

••Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by:  Mr. Charles B. Adams'ext. 3521 8/18/88. 



\908-l98a 

61 

Maryland Department of Tmnsportation 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 
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Hal Kassoff 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

^^^ DEC ,,6 

The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
12400 Clarksville Park 
Clarksville, Maryland 21029      t 

Dear Delegate Kittleman: 

I am writing to advise you of the results of the community 
meeting held on October 20th to discuss our noise abatement 
studies for 1-70 adjacent to the. Millbrook Road area. 

The results of our follow-up measurements verified the 
results of our original study.  Only the row of homes closest to 
1-70 is impacted above the noise level threshold of our policy. 
Therefore, the cost of a full-height noise wall exceeds the cost 
per residence criterion as previously reported. 

We have determined, however, that a cost-effective solution 
might be achieved for this area through the combined use of an 
earth berm and a shorter height nbise wall.  Precise costs cannot 
be determined, however, until the design phase. 

We will begin designing the project by late 1989, to make a 
final determination on whether the barrier meets cost criteria. 
This work should be completed within twelve to eighteen months 
from that time.  Included will be! soil borings, foundation 
studies, determination of optimal location, including height and 
length, and coordination with affected property owners. 

i 

If, after those preliminary design studies are completed, 
the barrier is found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to 
the community, and adjacent property owners are willing to make 
available any additional right-of-way should it be required, we 
will proceed to final design.  Scheduling of the barrier for 
construction will depend upon availability of funds and the 
remaining backlog of previously approved barriers.  Just as an 
indication, our present backlog will require several years to 
implement. 

My telephone number is (301)_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Frfe 

707 North Calvert  St., Baltlmlore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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If there are opportunities to construct the earth berm at an 
earlier date due to the availability of excess material from 
other highway work, we will carefully consider it.  However, we 
do not anticipate the projects noW under design in Howard County 
to be advertised within the next two years will have any excess 
material. 

A question was posed at the meeting whether we could 
consider temporary plywood barrier for the interim.  We do not 
believe this is feasible.  In order to be effective, a barrier 
must be about 14 feet high.  To construct a plywood barrier to 
this height would be expensive.  A barrier only eight feet in 
height, which would be more reasonable in cost, would not be 
acoustically effective.  Therefore, this is not considered a 
viable option. 

Since we might be constructing this project, albeit at some 
future date, we will not provide landscape planting as a visual 
screen next spring as originally planned.  This is because future 
construction of the mound will destroy any vegetation we would 
have planted. 

I trust this information is sufficient for your needs at 
this time.  If you have any questions or desire additional 
information, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at (301) 
321-3521. ! 

0f8&ftsegely,, 

WKASSOFF 

Hal; Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:pre ; 

cc:jMr. Charles B. Adams 
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Maryland Department ofTransportaimn 
The Secretary's Office i: 

William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Stephen G. Zentz 
Deputy Secretary 

August   9,    1988 

The Honorable Frank J. Komenda, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Public Safety, Transportation, 
Economic Development and Natural Resources 
4 02 James Senate Office Building \ 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Senator Komenda: | 

As a prerequisite to the expenditure of funds for design or 
construction of a Chesapeake Envirdmmental Education and Visitor 
Center, the Department of Transportation has been directed to 
provide a detailed briefing on the project and obtain the 
approval of your committee.  A briefing has been scheduled for 
August 16, 1988. 

I am pleased to submit for your review, an outline of the 
briefing materials that will be presented in response to the 
legislative directive. 

Sincerely, 

[/B/ EICHAED H. TRAINOR 

Richard H. 
Secretary 

Trainor 

RHTrprc 
Enclosure 

cc:  Warren Deschenaux 
Robbin Marks 

bcc: Missy Drissel 
Gail'a Pry or 
Ron Kreitner 
Fred Licktieg 
Pat Roddy 
Bob B. Myers 
Robert D. Douglass 
Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by: 
Revised by: 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Missy Drissel 8/8/88 

- 321-3521 - August 3 
cmj 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration f 

IP Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hat Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 6, 1988 

The Honorable Frank J. Komenda 
402 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991 

Dear Senator a: 

I am writing to report to you the results of the noise 
studies conducted in the Forest Heights community, adjacent to 
1-95. ' 

There are several criteria which! must be met before we can 
consider noise abatement measures for any area. The first of 
these is that noise levels must meet [or exceed the impact 
threshold level of 67 decibels (Leg). Noise levels of this 
magnitude are usually experienced only at homes which are 
directly adjacent to the highway. 

An earlier study of the Forest Heights area was conducted in 
June 1986. At that time, noise levels were not found to exceed 
the impact threshold. Our most recent study was performed this 
July, using the same monitoring locations as in the earlier 
study. Other studies in the area have found that the highest 
noise levels are experienced between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. Our recent study, therefore, was performed during these 
hours. Measurements were not taken at Mr. Kirschner's residence 
because it is situated approximately,1,000 feet from the highway. 
All readings were taken in the areas of Comanche Drive and Old 
Town Heights, which are much closer to the roadway. 

The results of this study were consistent with our 1986 
study, and indicate that the area does not qualify for noise 
barriers according to our criteria. Because the residences on 
Comanche Drive are 250-300 feet from[the roadway, the noise 
levels measured were well below the 67 decibel level.  Even if 
the threshold was exceeded, a noise barrier would not provide 
perceptible noise reduction for those residences. A barrier is 
most effective only for the area directly behind and adjacent to 
it. • ! 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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The Honorable Frank J. Komenda 
Page Two 

Noise levels in the Old Town Heights community, which is 
closer to the roadway, were also found to be below the impact 
threshold due to an earth mound between the residences and the 
roadway.  This mound acts as a partial noise barrier for the 
community. Additionally, Old Town Heights was built well after 
the completion of the Capital Beltway,.  Our policy allows 
mitigation measures only for communities which were in existence 
prior to the highway. 

\ 

We regret that we cannot accommodate your request on behalf 
of Mr. Kirschner.  However, I hope you can understand our need to 
apply the criteria used in our noise abatement policy consis- 
tently statewide. I 

Sincerely, 
0BIGII7A1 SIGHED BY: 

HAL KASSOPF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc j 

bcc:  Mr. Bob B. Myers i 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 

_JJr< Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by:  Patricia Gauss - August 31, 1988 - 321-3607 
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

JUN 1 3 !j388 

^ Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

/ 

The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
222 Gov. Bladen Boulevard••,'.'•,'•'      \ 
Annapolis, Maryland . 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Kopp: 
'•"••'.'•      !' 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the widening of 
Interstate Route 495 from north of Maryland Route 190 to Virginia 
Route 193. 

We are continuing to examine options to resolve the noise 
barrier issue at sensitive areas B arid E.  As I have previously 
written to you, neither area meets the qualifications for noise 
barriers as a part of the. proposed widening.  This is due to the 
fact that there would not be a substantial difference in noise 
levels between no-build and build conditions. 

Both areas have been evaluate 
eligibility for our retrofit noise 
meets all of the criteria except c 
maximum cost per residence figure 
determined by dividing the total b 
homes which experience noise level 
would receive a five decibel or gr 
proposed barrier. The cost per re 
currently is over $50,000..We are 
studies to determine if there are 
cost per residence. If costs cann 
discussed an option with the resid 
might provide the additional monie 
$40,000 per residence maximum. 

d to determine their 
abatement program.  Area B 

ost.  We have established a 
of ,.$40,000.  This number is 
arrier cost by the number of 
s greater than 67 decibels and 
eater reduction from the 
sidence figure for Area B 
now refining our engineering 

options which would reduce the 
ot be lowered, we have 
ents whereby they or others 
s beyond the Administratioh's 

Area 
criterion 
The majori 
completion 
there are 
wishes but 
policy to 
options in 
screens al 

E, unfortunately, does not meet the eligibility 
of date of construction contained in our noise policy, 
ty of the impacted homes were constructed after the 
of the highway... We are presently considering if 

any solutions which would provide what the community 
would not set; a precedent which would open our noise 
similar issues in the othe:r areas of the state.  These 
elude earth berms, privacy fencing and vegetative 
one or in combination.   ! 

My telephone number is (301 )^ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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The- Honorable Nancy K. Koop 
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We are on a schedule to completie our studies for both Areas 
B and E by mid-July. I will contact you in early August to 
update you. ] 

Thank you for your continuing iriterest in our noise program. 

Sincerely,    ._. 
- • '•• ^nPIGTNM.1 SIGNED BY: 

,.;..:::- ORI
SLK^SOFF 

w'' -   Hal Kassoff 
'••'•' Administrator 

HK/sl •;.-'•••'•• 
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen  ; 
: 

Mr. Robert D. Douglass  ;' ;    ! 
Mr. Louis H. Ege   : ..'.:•'•'' 

iC^Mr. Charles B. Adams^/*; ••     | 
V/Mr. Michael Snyder• v- , 

Dictated by:  Mr. C.B. Adams-SHA (321-3521) on 6/3/88. 

wxpttr'-•. 
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The Honorable Maureen Lamb, Councilwoman 
County Council of Anne Arundel County 
Box 1831 
Annapolis, Maryland  21404 

Dear Councilwoman Lamb: 

. ^p '6>6>/?. 

Thank you for your October 24th letter concerning the Royal 
•Street access at Forest 'Drive. 

District"Engineer Ed Meehan has 
with interlast^d residents and State H 

scheduled a public meeting 
lighway Administration staff 

so that|the'Royal Street access and noise barrier issues can be 
addressed  Thevmeeting will be held on Wednesday, November 30th 
at 5:30 p.m. iri'^'SHA's District 5 office, at 138 Defense Highway, 
Annapolis.  Residents from both Royal Street and Schooner Court 
have been notified and urged to attend the meeting since our 
final decision'will affect their neighborhood and our project., 
We hope to resolve these matters and satisfy concerns of the 
citizens involved.  Once a final decision has been made,"I will . 
contact you with the results.  You may expect to hear from us by 
mid-January. 

I hope this information has been helpful to you.  Please 
feel free to contact me or Mr. Ed Meehan if you have any 
additional questions regarding this matter.  Ed may be reached at 
(301) 841-5450. ! 

HK/tlj 

cc:  Mr.'Edward Meehan 

Sincerelly, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY; 
HAL KASSOFF 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

§ 

bcc: .'Mr.- Bob B. Myers 
Mr. I Robert D. Douglass 
Mr.1 Charles Adamst/'^ 
Mr. Anthony M. Capizzi 

Dictated' by: Lisa Cicio, ext, 1269 R.C., 61.1, 11/16/88 
Contract No. AA 311-501-571 

AA 317-502-570 

• 'H'jKJUCTOPtft.'V./ 
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State Highway Administration 
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Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

The Honorable Lawrence A. LaMotte 
2702 Melrose Avenue 
Woodstock, Maryland  21163 

Dear Delegate LaMotte: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the residents 
of Rona Road in the vicinity of Windsor Mill Road and Interstate 
Route 695. 

I would first like to clarify an apparent misund 
concerning the discussion between your office and Mr. 
Polcak of the Bureau of Landscape Architecture. It i 
intention to acquire additional property from private 
to create buffer zones. We are simply attempting to 
the future development plans, if any, for the parcel 
Road and Interstate Route 695. If development occurs 
area, whatever buildings are constructed will help sh 
existing houses from the traffic noiSe. 

erstanding 
Kenneth D. 

s not our 
landowners 
ascertain 
between Rona 
in this 

ield the 

As you noted, the results of our recent noise measurements 
were below the Federal criterion of 67 decibels in spite of 
weather conditions which produced maximum adverse noise level 
readings.  We will schedule additional measurements to be taken 
in about six months to determine if there has been a change in 
the level of noise impact.  We will contact you with the results 
by early December. 

For your information, our studies also concluded that a 
noise barrier in this area would probably be ineffective even if 
the 67 decibel threshold had been exceeded.  This is because the 
homes are situated 200-250 feet from the highway.  A barrier 
located at such a great distance from the affected residences 
generally provides little perceivablle reduction in noise levels. 
One of our criteria which must be me|t for consideration of noise 
abatement measures is that construct;ion of an effective barrier 
must be feasible. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St., Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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The Honorable Lawrence A. LaMotte 
Page 2 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any- 
additional questions.  Thank you for your interest in our Noise 
Abatement Program. 

Sincerejly, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY*! 
HAL KASSOF? 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/prc j 
cc:  Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 

bcc: Mr. Bpb B. Myers 
Mr^lCobert D. Douglass 

rf'ffr. Charles B. Adams 

^ Of 
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December 21, 1988 

The Honorable Theodore Levin 
114 Slade Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21208 

Dear Delegate Levin: 

I am writing to follow up my Jully 5th letter to you 
concerning our additional noise impadt studies in the Rona Road 
area adjacent to 1-695. 

We' have performed additional noise monitoring consisting of 
short-term measurements at residences on Meadowlawn Road, 
Greenlawn Road and Arlene Circle, and two 24-hour measurements at 
2809 Rona Road.  The results of the 24-hour surveys are attached 
for your information. 

Noise levels reached a maximum of 70 decibels during the 
short-term measurements and, based on this latest data, a maximum 
of seven residences would be impacted above the 67 decibel 
threshold.  A noise barrier to protect the impacted homes would 
cost approximately $500,000.  Dividing this figure by the seven 
homes results in a cost per residence of over $70,000, well above 
our limit for reasonable cost.  Additionally, as I indicated in 
my earlier letter, our studies concluded that a noise barrier 
would probably be ineffective, especially for those residences on 
Rona Road and Arlene Circle, due to their distance from the 
Beltway. \ 

j 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to 
your concerns, but hope that this additional information is 
adequate for your needs.  If you have1 additional questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me or Chief of Landscape 
Architecture Charles B. Adams at 321-3520. 

Sincerely, 

ORKSHML S?GN5D BY: 
HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 
Attachments 
cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams 
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 

Mr. Robert D. Douglass 

Dictated by: ^fcs. Patricia A. Gauss - 321-3607 - 12/8/88 
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Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

August 3, 1988 

The Honorable Theodore Levin 
Maryland House of Delegates 
114 Slade Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland  212 08 

Dear Delegate Levin: 

for- •aMk-Y0U^0f YOUr recent inquiry about the cost criterion for our Noise Abatement Program. j-^-ej-xun 

The $40,000 figure, established in 1986, represented half of 
the average cost of a single family:home in Maryland? Sincfthe 
figure was established, the average!'cost of a single family home 
has increased; however, we feel that the $40,000 per residence is 

othJrstS^in'X^ouSry^3^ "^ ^ *" ^idence San^ 

is di^rg-s: s^sf%^^i J^^^PSSS 
cost 

•impacted" as those homes which currently experience noise 

ir£Sl2f,;Vea8S 67K
dfCibelS and Wil1 ^ceive a Soise Eduction of at least five decibels with a noise barrier in place. 

Because funds for noise barriers are extremely limited it 
is necessary to limit our expenditures to those areas whe?e the 

llt^t       J??6^ Can be derived for the largest number of people.  All of our potential noise barrier projects must meet 
this criterion for cost-effectivenes!s. 

Please contact me if I can be of further assistance.  Thank 
you for your interest in our Noise Abatement Program 

Sine 

Hay Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc:  The Honorable Melvin G. Mintz 

My telephone number is (301)_ 

-,flo_7„«: oaltlm„r<i ,. ,    Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383   7555 Baltimore Metro -565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-600-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

The Honorable Timothy Maloney 
Maryland General Assembly 
Twenty-first Legislative District 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401-1991 

Dear Delegj laloney: 
/ 

This is a follow up to report the results of our detailed 
cost and acoustical studies for the Powder Mill Estates community 
on Sellman Road along Interstate Route 95. 

!' Ji 

For a community to qualify for pur Noise Abatement Program, 
all of the following criteria must be  met: 

- noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels; 

- a majority of the residences must have been constructed prior 
to the highway; | 

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may not 
exceed $40,000; 

- funds must be available; and 

- seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor the 
project. 

Earlier studie 
requirements are me 
determining if a ba 
Sellman Road. In o 
standpoint, a noise 
top of the cut slop 
desired noise reduc 
approximately 17 fe 
required at a cost 
that could be prote 
per residence of $7 
criterion. 

s have determined, that the fir 
t. Our latest studies have ce 
rrier of reasonable cost could 
rder to be most effective from 
barrier would haye to be loca 

e near the right-bf-way line, 
tion for the impacted residenc 
et in height and 1,150 feet in 
of $527,700. There are 7 impa 
cted by the barrier which resu 
5,385, well over our cost-effe 

st two 
ntered on 
be built along 
an acoustical 

ted along the 
To obtain the 

es, a barrier of 
length would be 

cted residences 
Its in a cost 
ctiveness 

My telephone number is (301) 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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The Honorable Maloney 
Page 2 

We are willing to consider landscaping in this area to 
establish a visual screen.  If representatives of the community 
would like to pursue this avenue or mould like to review our 
analysis of a possible noise barrier, they may contact Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture. 
Mr. Adams can be reached at (301) 321-3521. 

! 
I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to 

your concerns.  Thank you for your patience in this matter and 
for your interest in our Noise Abatement Program. 

Sincerely, 

fal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/prc 
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Secretary 
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Administrator 

The Honorable Pauline Menes 
Maryland General Assembly 
Twenty-first Legislative District 
Annapolis, Maryland ,^1401-1991 

Dear Velegattrtfenes Y° o--^ > i 

This is a follow up to report the results of our detailed 
cost and acoustical studies for the; Powder Mill Estates community 
on Sellman Road along Interstate Route 95. 

i 
For a community to qualify for: our Noise Abatement Program, 

all of the following criteria must be met: 

- noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels; j 

- a majority of the residences must'1 have been constructed prior 
to the highway; 

- construction of an effective noisie barrier must be feasible; 

- cost must be reasonable; cost pen protected residence may not 
exceed $40,000; j; 

- funds must be available; and 

- seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor the 
project. 

Earlier studie 
requirements are me 
determining if a ba 
Sellman Road. In o 
standpoint, a noise 
top of the.cut slop 
desired noise reduc 
approximately 17 fe 
required at a cost 
that could be prote 
per residence of $7 
criterion. 

s have determineid that the 
t.  Our latest studies hav 
rrier of reasonable cost c 
rder to be most effective 
barrier would have to be 

e near the right-of-way li 
tion for the impacted resi 
et in height and 1,150 fee 
of $527,700.  There are 7 
cted by the barrier which 
5,385, well over; our cost- 

first two 
e centered on 
ould be built along 
from an acoustical 
located along the 
ne.  To obtain the 
dences, a barrier of 
t in length would be 
impacted residences 
results in a cost 
effectiveness 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metrb - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St..  Baltimore. Maryland  21203-0717 
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We are willing to consider landscaping in this area to 
establish a visual screen.  If repre'sentatives of the community 
would like to pursue this avenue or would like to review our 
analysis of a possible noise barrier, they may contact Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture 
Mr. Adams can be reached at (301)321-3521. 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to 
your concerns.  Thank you for your piatience in this matter and 
for your interest in our Noise Abatement Program. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/prc 
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Mary/and Department ofTmnsportation HaiKassotf 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

November 3, 1988 

' The Honorable Susan V. Mills      I' 
Prince George's County Council 

;. County Administration Building    j 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 

• Dear Councilwoman Mills: f 

I ani writing to follow up my July 13th letter concerning a 
potential noise barrier project for the Birchwood City community, 
adjacent to 1-95. ,, 

:,  As I indicated previously, the community meets the first two 
frequirements regarding noise level and date of construction.  Our 

i preliminary concept studies show that the cost of a noise barrier 
may be reasonable and within the cost per residence guidelines of 

.our?noise policy.  Precise costs cannot be determined, however, 
'until the design phase. 

We will proceed with the design of the project to make a 
final determination on whether the barrier meets cost criteria. 
This work.will be completed within the next twelve to eighteen 
months.* Included will be soil borings, foundation studies, 
determination of optimal location, including height and length, 

;and coordination with affected property owners. 

.If, after those preliminary design studies are completed, 
the barrier is found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to 
the community, and adjacent property owners are willing to make 
available any additional right-of-way required, we will proceed 
to final design.  Scheduling of thej, barrier for construction will 
depend upon availability of funds and the remaining backlog of 
previously approved barriers.  Just as an indication, our present 
backlog will require several years to implement. 

Thank you for your patience and your continuing interest in 
our Noise Abatement Program. 

Sincerelw, 

nil Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/sl 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St., Baltimore^ Maryland  21203-0717 
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The Honorable Catherine I. Riley ji 
James Senate Office Building 
Presidential Wing j 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Riley: ' 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. James G. 
Miller of 37 Lake Drive, Bel Air, regarding traffic noise 
problems adjacent to MD 24.      j 

A landscape planting contract for MD 24 was completed in 
fall 1987.  The design included a number of evergreens and other 
trees for the Lake Drive area to help shield it from the highway. 
It will take some time for this, vegetation to mature to where it 
is effective in this regard. 

i: 
A closer look at this area indicates that perhaps a greater 

number of plants would help accelerate the intended screening. 
(Therefore;''we propose to add some 'more plant material"„in ;thisf 

'area .7 This can be accomplished in 1989.7 
i 

We are certainly willing to perform follow-up noise 
measurements in this area.  Mr. Chtarles B. Adams, Chief of 
Landscape Architecture, has already written to Mr. Miller and has 
told him we will do follow-up measurements this coming fall. 

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any further 
questions. ' 

Sincerely, 
OrUulHAL. o.ur^u BY: 

HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc f 

bcc:  Mr. Bob B. Myers \ 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams        j. 

Dictated by:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. - 12/07/88 - 321-3530 
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Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

The Honorable James C. Rosapepe 
Maryland General Assembly 
Twenty-first Legislative District 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401-1991 

Dear Delegat£_-R*r£apepe: '' 

This is a follow up to report the results of our detailed 
cost and acoustical studies for the EJowder Mill Estates community 
on Sellman Road along Interstate Route 95. 

For a community to qualify for our Noise Abatement Program, 
all of the following criteria must be met: 

- noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels; l: 

- a majority of the residences must have been constructed prior 
to the highway; \ 

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

- cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may not 
exceed $40,000; 

- funds must be available; and       • 

- seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor the 
project. \ 

Earlier studies have 
requirements are met. Our 
determining if a barrier o 
Sellman Road. In order to 
standpoint, a noise barrie 
top of the cut slope near 
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My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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We are willing to consider landscaping in this area to 
establish a visual screen.  If representatives of the community 
would like to pursue this avenue or would like to review our 
analysis of a possible noise barrier, they may contact Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, 
Mr. Adams can be reached at (301)321-3521. 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to • 
your concerns. Thank you for your patience in this matter and 
for your interest in our Noise Abatement Program. 

Sincere!, 

lal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/prc 
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ni Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

November 1, 1988 

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes  , 
United States Senate 
332 Dirksen Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Sarbanes: f 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mrs. Helen 
Cabbiness and the residents of the Ruxton Drive area in Lanham 
concerning traffic noise from 1-95 (Capital Beltway). 

In April 1987, the State Highway Administration formally 
adopted a Noise Policy because of the great number of potential 
projects that exist well beyond any possibility of funding. 
Since our resources for noise barrier projects are limited, it 
was necessary to develop a policy to address those areas where 
the construction of the highway clearly created the problem. As 
a result, all of the following criteria must be met for an area 
to be eligible for inclusion in our program: 

noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA); 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may 
not exceed $40,000;       , 

seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor 
the project; and 

funds must be available.  ' 

My telephone number is (301)- 

Teletypewrlter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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The Ruxton Drive area has been evaluated for inclusion in 
our Noise Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the 
date of construction of the impacted residences. A community 
noise survey was conducted in mid-1986 which found noise levels 
at the residences adjacent to the highway to be at or above the 
impact threshold, thus satisfying this requirement.  However, it 
was determined that a majority (over 80%) of the homes impacted 
by the noise were not constructed until several years after the 
Beltway, which was completed in 11964.  Therefore, the area does 
not qualify for noise barriers under our policyl 

As you are aware, the funding of highway projects, including 
noise barriers, is obtained from gasoline taxes, highway user 
fees and corporate taxes, not from private citizens' income or 
property taxes.  The important point, however, is that only those 
areas which meet our noise policy criteria are eligible for noise 
barriers. , 

Finally, the fly-over ramp from westbound US 50 will be 
located a considerable distance south of the Ruxton Drive area. 
Due to this great distance, no noise contribution from the fly- 
over will be perceptible in your area. 

I know Mrs. Cabbiness wrote directly to Secretary of 
Transportation Richard H. Trainor and sent the petition to him. 
His direct response to her conveyed this information.  While we 
regret we cannot offer a more positive response to the residents' 
concerns, we trust we have adequately clarified our policy as it 
relates to this community.  Please do not hesitate to contact me 
if you require additional information. 

Sincerely, 
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 
HAL KASSOFg 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc:  Secretary Richard H. Trainor 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.-SHA ext. 10/25/88 321-3630 
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The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes (D-MIO 
The United State Senate 
332 DirKsen Building 
Washington, D.C* 20510 

Dear Senator Sarbanest 

My name is Helen Cabbiness and I am a resident of Ruxton Drive in Lanh^e, 
Maryland» ): 

-^ 
This letter has become necessary after many years of trying to get cthe 
Maryland Department of Transportation, (SHA), to properly assess the needa^of 
the residents that live along Ruxton Drive as to the necessity for a noise 
abatement barrier. We also have to endure the donstont noise and pollution 
from the beltway, as do others. The houses along Ruxton Drive are located 
approximately the same distance from the beltway jas other homes that border I- 
95 in Prince George's County who are receiving noise abatement barriers. 
Ruxton Drive is located on the outer loop of the beltway and parallels 1-95 
between Route 450 (Annapolis Road) and Route 50 (John Hanson Highway). Our 
situation will deteriorate even further during and after the redesign 
construction of the 1-95 & 1-68 (Route 50) Interchange, The redesign of this 
major interchange will bring even more noise and pollution when the fly-over 
is completed. The fly-over is designed to taKe those motorists wishing to 
enter the New Carrollton / Metro Complex traveling westbound on Route 50 onto 
an elevated ramp across 1-95 into the complex. This ramp is to be built 
between Route 50 and Route 450, right in our badkyards. 

All the residents (petition enclosed) along Ruxton Drive pay state as well as 
federal taxes, and we see our tax dollars being used to provide barriers for 
others when we are so desperately in need of them. 

Any assistance from your office in helping us obtain a noise abatement 
barrier would be greatly appreciated. l; 

Sincerely Yours, |j 

0        // 
Mrs. Helen Cabbiness 
5526 Ruxton Drive 
Lanham, MD 20706 



LANHAM   STATION   ARliA    C J. . .^ .- •. .•> .•> • 

We' the undersigned are petitioning for abound barrier on the 
Beltvay between Rt.A50 & M.L.King Highway. f %b 
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PAUL S.SARBANES 
MARYLAND 

lanited States 3bate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510[ 
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October 14, 1988 

Hal Kassoff 
State Highway Administrator (l 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 I 

Dear Hal: f' 

I am forwarding correspondence I received from Helen 
Cabbiness, which includes a petition signed by residents living 
along Ruxton Drive in Lanham.  Mrs. Cabbiness and her neighbors 
are requesting noise abatement barriers in thel^r community.  Your 
careful review of the concerns raised would be greatly 
appreciated. 

With best regards, 
t: 

Sincerely, 

Paul S. sarbane^ 
United States Senator 

Enclosure ' 

PSS/gmb 
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The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C.  20510 

Dear Senator Sarbanes: 

I am responding to your October 14, 1988 letter on behalf of 

Mrs. Helen Cabbiness and the residents of the Ruxton Drive area 

in Lanham concerning traffic noise from Intors&ato Route-95 

(Capital Beltway). 

For a community to qualify for noise abatement all of the 

following requirements must be met: 

noise levels  must  meet or 

67 decibels (dBA); 

exceed the impact threshold of 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 

highway; • 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

-  cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may 

not exceed $40,000;       ^' , 

-     seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must 

J 



%£ 

favor the project; and    • 

funds must be available. 
i. 

f The Ruxton Drive area has been evaluated for inclusion in 

our Noise Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the 

date of construction of the impacted residences.  A community 

noise survey was conducted in mid 1986 and found noise levels at 

the residences adjacent to the highway to be at, or above the 

impact,threshold, thus satisfying the first requirement. 

However, it was determined thatta majority (over 80%) of the 

homes impacted by the noise were not constructed until several 

years after the Beltway completion in 1964.  Thus, the area would 

not qualify for noise barriers under the current Policy. 
I 

I regret that we cannot ofter a more positive response to 

the residents concerns.  Please contact me if you have any 

questions or require additional]'information. 

Siricerely, 

Hal Kassoff 

Aldministrator 

•.•'} 



bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 

Mr. Robert D. Douglass 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 

Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 

^ 
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The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 
Page Two 

The Ruxton Drive area has beenievaluated for inclusion in 
our Noise Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the 
date of construction of the impacted residences. A community 
noise survey was conducted in mid-1986 which found noise levels 
at the residences adjacent to the highway to be at or above the 
impact threshold, thus satisfying this requirement.  However, it 
was determined that a majority (over 80%) of the homes impacted 
by the noise were not constructed until several years after the 
Beltway, which was completed in 196$.     Therefore, the area does 
not qualify for noise barriers under our policy. 

As you are aware, the funding of highway projects, including 
noise barriers, is obtained from gasoline taxes, highway user 
fees and corporate taxes, not from private citizens' income or 
property taxes.  The important point, however, is that only those 
areas which meet our noise policy criteria are eligible for noise 
barriers. 

Finally, the fly-over ramp from westbound US 50 will be 
located a considerable distance south of the Ruxton Drive area. 
Due to this great distance, no noise contribution from the fly- 
over will be perceptible in your area. 

I know Mrs. Cabbiness wrote directly to Secretary of 
Transportation Richard H. Trainor aVid sent the petition to him. 
His direct response to her conveyed this information.  While we 
regret we cannot offer a more positive response to the residents' 
concerns, we trust we have adequately clarified our policy as it 
relates to this community.  Please fdo not hesitate to contact me 
if you require additional information. 

i 
Sincerely, 

ORfGifm SIGNED BY: 
HAiFKASS0FF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc:  Secretary Richard H. Trainor 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass      t 
Mr. Charles B. Adams       ! 

Dictated by: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.-SHA ext. 10/25/88 321-3630 
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Colonel Elmer H. Tippett 
Superintendent 
Maryland State Police 
Pikesville, Maryland  21208-3899 

Dear Colonel Tippett: 

This is a follow-up to our previbus correspondence and 
meetings with my staff concerning the! security of your Glen 
Burnie Barrack and the impacts of our proposed highway 
improvement. | 

I'm sure you will be pleased to know we will include the 
requested concrete barrier, to providje safety and security to 
your facility, in our proposed reconstruction of the MD 176/MD 3 
interchange. 

Thank you for your continued intjerest and patience in 
resolving this issue. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY- 
HAL KASSOFF 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/cj 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Edward H. Meehan 
Mr^.-Anthony M. Capizzi 

(^J-fr. Charles Adams 

Dictated by Ron Earls, 61.1, Ext. 1264, 11/30/88 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

f\ 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

November 14, 1988 

Mrs. Barbara Adams 
9089 Gold Amber Garth 
Columbia, Maryland  21045 

Dear Mrs. Adams: j 

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent 24- 
hour study at your home adjacent tcj MD Route 175, in the vicinity 
of Tamar Drive. t 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

noise levels must exceed the ii'mpact threshold level of 67 
decibels (dBA); 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; \ 

-     construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000; 

seventy-five percent (75%) of jthe affected residents must 
favor the project; and 

funds must be available.      |; 

I have attached a summary of the measurement results for 
your information.  As you can see, the highest noise level 
measured was 65 decibels.  Since noise levels did not exceed the 
67 decibel impact threshold at any time during the study,  we 
cannot consider noise abatement measures for this area. 

My telephone number is (3ni)  321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impalredt Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707   North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 



Mrs. Barbara Adams 
November 14, 1988 
Page 2 

qb 

In your conversation with Mr.| Ken Poicak, of my staff, you 
indicated that excessive speeding is causing a safety hazard in 
the area.  By copy of this letter,! I am requesting that the 
Maryland State Police look into thjis matter. 

Concerning your request for restricting heavy trucks at 
night on MD 175, a feasibility stujly would have to be done 
through our District office.  I will forward a copy of this 
letter to Mr. Wayne Clingan, District Engineer, so that he may 
look into this possibility.       | 

I trust that I have clarified our noise policy as it relates 
to your community.  If you requireiany additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

p~>—^ 
fia'rles B. Adams, Chief 

Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

,CBA:prc 
cc:  Mr. Wayne Clingan 

Lieutenant George Pytash 
Mr. Ken Poicak 

• 
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September 19, 1988 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Agrieati,
i 

2 6 Bardeen Court ;"',; 
Dulaney Towers ',X?(      !, 
Towson, Maryland 212 04 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Agriesti: 

Governor William Donald Schaeferj asked me to thank you for 
your August 29th letter concerning noise barriers on the 
Baltimore Beltway near Dulaney Towers.  He asked me to respond to 
your concerns directly. 

The State Highway Administration recently performed an 
evaluation of the noise situation at Dulaney Towers.  This 
evaluation concluded that a noise barrier adjacent to the 
development did not meet the criteria of the Administration's 
noise policy.  The results of this evaluation were detailed in 
Mr. Charles B. Adams' May 6th letter to you.  Mr. Adams' letter 
was a follow-up to my February 16th Ijetter to you. 

A meeting to discuss this issue has been scheduled through 
Delegate Martha Klima's office on October 5th at 7:00 p.m. 
Representatives from SHA will be there to discuss the noise 
policy and its application to Dulaney Towers.  I hope you will be 
able to attend this meeting.  For details of the meeting, please 
feel free to contact Mr. Adams at (301) 321-3521. 

Again, thank you for expressing your concerns. 
i 

Sincerely, 

Ife7 w-rvrr-v  ,:: 'PPAJT,,,,. 

Richard! H. Trainor 
Secretary 

RHT/sl 

cc:  The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 

bcc: Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Bob B. Myers : 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams*/ 

Dictated by: Charles Adams-SHA 321-3521 9/13/88 
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Maryland Department ofTmnsportatmn 
State High way A dministratiop 95- 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDV1LLE, MAR YLAND 21022 

July 11, 1988 

Mr. William J. Baird 
P.O. Box 124 
Brooklandville , Maryland 21022 

Dear Mr. Baird: | 

I am writing to report to you tike results of the noise 
studies conducted at your home on Falls Road, adjacent to 
Interstate Route 695. j. 

Our studies indicate that this area does not qualify for 
noise barriers under the criteria of'our Noise Abatement Policy. 
There are several criteria which must be met before we can 
justify noise abatement measures for'any area.  The first of 
these is that noise levels must meet:or exceed the impact 
threshold level of 67 decibels (Leq)!  Noise levels of this 
magnitude are usually experienced only at the first or second 
of homes adjacent to the highway.  Because your residence is 
nearly 1000 feet from the roadway, the noise levels measured are 
well below this level. f 

We conducted both short-term measurements and a 24 hour 
study to determine existing noise levels.  Noise levels measured 
during the short-term readings ranged from 58-59 decibels, and 
from 53-61 decibels during the 24-hour study. 

As you can see, the highest lev^l attained was 61 decibels 
which is far below the criteria threshold of 67 decibels. 

row 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. William J. Baird 
July 11, 1988 
Page 2 

I trust this information satisfies your request to this 
office.  I regret that I cannot offer you a more positive 
response at this time. 

CBA/prc 

B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau' of Landscape Architecture 

cc:  Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 

m 
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94 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Ha! Kassoff 
Administrator 

'o.   ^x-'y.-sS' 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

. 2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,   MAR YLAND 21022 

November 30, 1988 

Mr. Ron Barnett • 
1619 Sulphur Spring Road j 
Arbutus, Maryland   21227 ; 

I 
Dear Mr . Barnett: !' 

As we discussed recently by telephone, I have enclosed the 
additional information from the noise level testing studies 
recently conducted in your area.  f 

Specifically, I have included!' copies of the actual printouts 
from the two 24-hour noise studies! at your home and the Schatz 
residence.  You will note on the c'hart for the Schatz residence 
that some of the data is missing. ; This was due to an equipment 
problem which result resulted in loss of the data after midnight. 
If you compare this chart with the one for your home, you can see 
that the overall noise level was significantly higher at your 
home. I 

In additional, I have included a copy of portions of a 
Highway Noise training manual published by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA).  The sections highlighted discuss the 
effects of ground cover, vegetation and atmospheric bonditions. 
The information is extensive and somewhat detailed at times. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 321-3481 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metr'b - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

•07  f-Jcrth   Oa!vert   St.,   8a?'t; :>r!e, M? SPn?, -f: 
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Mr. Ron Barnett 
November 30, 1988 
Page 2    ^ .. 

Please feel free to contact me if I can answer any questions, 
you may have. I 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth D. Polcak 
Environmental Specialist 
Leader 
Acoustic Analysis Group 

KDP:eh 
Enclosures • 
cc-:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.^ 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administratidn 

qk Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

^soTs^' 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 

BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

November 7, 1988 

Ron and Cathy Barnett 
1619 Sulphur Spring Road 
Arbutus, Maryland 21227 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Barnett: 

I am writing to report to you the results of the recent 
traffic noise level studies conducted in your community, adjacent 
to the I-695/I-95 interchange.  The studies were initiated based 
on requests received at the June, 1988 Location/Design Public 
Hearing for the expansion of the Baltimore Beltway. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

noise  levels must exceed  the impact  threshold level  of 
67 decibels (dBA); 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000; 

-  seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must 
favor the project; and      t 

funds must be available. 

Figure I (attached) outlines  the study area.  The goal of 
the study was to determine the extent and degree of noise impact 
experienced in the community.  Short-term noise measurements 
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) were taken at 14 locations, as 
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m.  A 24-hour test 
was conducted at site 3, the resullts of which are shown on Figure 
III. ! 

My telephone number is (301)   321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro| - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. & Mrs. Barnett 
November 7, 1988 
Page 2 

As you can see on Figure II, there are two noise level 
values shown.  The top value is thje actual noise level measured 
at the indicated site.  The bottom value is the maximum noise 
level that could be expected at eajch site.  This value was 
determined by adjusting the measured values based on the maximum 
noise level found during the 24-ho;ur test.  The maximum noise 
level period during the 24-hour study was 6-7 a.m., when levels 
were three decibels (dBA) higher than during the 9-11 a.m. period 
(when short-term measurements were taken).  Therefore, we 
projected that the highest noise Ijevel that could be expected at 
any of the sites would be 3 dBA greater than the actual measured 
value.  Based on this information,!; a noise impact zone was 
established, as shown on Figure IV.  The shaded area represents 
the maximum extent of traffic noise impact in the community. 

The area of highest noise levels is found along Old Sulphur 
Spring Road, where the residences are closest to and generally at 
the same elevation as the highway.'  Only four residences in this 
area are impacted above the 67 dBA threshold.  A barrier 500-600 
feet in length would be required, at a cost of well over 
$240,000 which yields a cost per residence of over $60,000.  This 
substantially exceeds our limit of $40,000.  In the vicinity of 
Benson Avenue, limited impact (2-3 residences) and cost also make 
a noise barrier impractical.     ' 

The wooded area and embankment identified on Figure II do 
provide some benefits.  The wooded area provides a significant 
visual screen, particularly for the residents on Lister, Dewitt, 
and portions of Larlin and Marsha, Roads.  There may also be some 
minor noise reduction realized.  ]' 
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Mr. & Mrs. Barnett 
November 7, 1988 
Page 3 

I regret that I cannot offerf a more positive response, but 
hope that I have clarified our policy as it relates to your 
community.  If you have any questions regarding the study 
results, please feel free to contact us. 

.es B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBAtprc 
Attachments 

cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 
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Maryland Department of Tmnsportation 
State Highway Administration 

<ft 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

September 30, 1988 

Mr. and Mrs. William Bennett 
601 Priceville Road 
Sparks, Maryland  21152 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bennett 

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent 
noise studies in the Priceville community adjacent to 1-83, as 
you requested in your recent telephone conversation with Mr. Ken 
Polcak of my staff. | 

For an area to qualify for our Noise Abatement Program, all 
of the following criteria must be met: 

--   Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels ( dBA) ; 1; 

A majority of the residences must have preceded the highway; 
i. 

Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

Cost must be reasonable; cost per residence may not exceed 
$40,000; 

Seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor 
the  project; and 

ise monitoring program at 
24-hour measurement study 

Funds must be available. 

The studies included a thorough no 
seven locations in the community with a 
at 18 Bellclare Circle to determine the peak noise level period 
A copy of the results is attached for your information. 
Additional measurements were then taken during the morning peak 
period between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m.  As you can see, of the seven 
locations studied four experienced noisje levels at or above our 
impact threshold of 67 decibels (dBA). 

My telephone number is (301) 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro -,. 1-800-492-5062 Statewide  Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. and Mrs. 
September 30 
Page 2 

William Bennett 
1988 

From this data, it was determined that a maximum of five 
residences in the community (those closest to the highway) were 
impacted and, therefore, considered in the feasibility analysis 
for a noise barrier.  The homes and properties are scattered over 
a substantial distance along the highway, which would require a 
noise barrier approximately 1800 feet in length at a total cost 
of over $750,000 (cost is based on our  standard noise barrier 
system, which is a pre-cast concrete waill placed within the 
highway right-of-way).  Dividing this figure by the five impacted 
residences yields a cost per residence of over $150,000, well 
above our $40,000 limit. i 

For areas where noise barriers are! too costly, we can 
consider the feasibility of earth mounding and landscaping to 
provide some measure of relief.  Based on recent additional 
requests from other residents of the community, we have initiated 
studies to determine if mounding would be feasible for this 
area.  The study should be completed by 
will advise you of the results in early 

the end of November.  We 
December. 

Thank you for your interest.  If you have any questions, or 
would like additional information, please feel free to contact 
us . 

irles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
Attachments 

cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 

Jr 
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Maryland Department of Tmnsportatidn 
State Highway Administration 

m Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

^JSoVs^ 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

December 7, 1988 

Mrs. P. Blum 
8200 Nina Court 
Pikesville, Maryland  21208 

Dear Mrs. Blum: 

I am writing to report to youithe results of our recent 
traffic noise impact studies conducted in your area adjacent to 
1-695. | 

Our study included several shdrt-term measurements at 
locations on Nina, Tama, and Whisperwood Courts, and a 24-hour 
measurement at your residence, the results of which are attached 
for your information. . 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration policy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: I 

noise levels must exceed the impact threshold level of 67 
decibels (dBA); 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost' per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000; 

seventy-five percent (75%) of! the affected residents must 
favor the project; and 

funds must be available. 

My telephone number is (301)  f 321-3521  

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North Calvert  St.,  Baltlmor'e. Maryland  21P03-0717 
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Mrs. P. Blum 
December 7, 1988 
Page 2 

As the study indicates, noise levels at your residence did 
not meet or exceed the 67 decibel impact threshold at any time. 
I do recognize that you might perceive the noise to be 
disturbing however, the 67 decibel requirement must be met in 
order for us to consider noise abatement measures.  Of all the 
areas studied, only the WhisperwoodjCourt area experienced noise 
levels approaching '67 decibels.  However, these homes were 
constructed at least three years after the Beltway, making them 
ineligible for noise abatement measures. 

I regret that I cannot offer atmore positive response to 
your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our Policy as it 
relates to this community. 

larles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
Attachment 
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

^SoYse*N 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROADs 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

/£* 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

November 21, 1988 

Mr. Donald Bock 
803 Biddle Road 
Glen Burnie, Maryland  21061 

Dear Mr. Bock: 

I am writing in response to youjr recent telephone inquiry to 
this office concerning traffic noise studies along MD Route 10. 

As Mr. Kenneth Polcak indicated' to you, we will perform 
noise monitoring tests at your residence by mid-December '(weather 
permitting), and will contact you wij'th the results by early 
January 1989. 

In addition, we will include your residence in a MD Route 10 
follow-up study, to be performed in [May 1989.  The purpose of 
this study is to document noise levels after the new traffic 
patterns have become established. 

I 
Please feel free to call me if you have any additional 

questions. I 

iarles B. "Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBArprc 
cc:  Mr. 

Mr. 
Ms. 

Kenneth D. Polcak 
Eugene J. Miller 
Patricia A. Gauss 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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December 8, 1988 

Mr. Reno Bonfanti f 
415 Torrington Place 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901      I 

Dear Mr. Bonfanti: .  i 

Thank you for your recent letter (concerning the 1-495 noise 
abatement project in the area of the Ijranklin Knolls community. 

The area between MD 193 (University Boulevard) and MD 650 
(New Hampshire Avenue), and the area between MD 650 and MD 212 
(Riggs Road), were originally planned ^as two separate noise 
abatement project areas.  Because they had very close priority 
positions in our program, we decided to combine the two areas 
into a single project with overall liifiits from MD 193 to MD 212. 
This will simplify the bidding process, allow construction to 
proceed more efficiently and result in some cost savings. 

This change in plans has necessitated a minor delay of the 
> project.  Although all projects are subject to the availability 
> ^^    of funds, v;e do anticipate a projected construction start in the 
^^    summer of 1989.  I understand that Mr! Hal Kassoff has already 

provided this information in a recent letter to you.  Please be 
assured thcit the priority position of [this project in our program 
has not changed. 

\ 
We regret any inconvenience this delay has caused the 

community.  Thank you for your patience in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mi 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

RHTtprc 

cc:  Mr. Hal Kassoff 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass        ; 
Mr. Michael Snyder !' 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by:  Ms. Patricia A. Gauss -^ 11/30/88 - 321-3607 - SHA 
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December 2, 1988 

Mr. Reno Bonfanti 
415 Torrington Place 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 

Dear Mr. Bonfanti: ' • 

I am writing to confirm our recent telephone conversation 
regarding the noise abatement project on 1-495 adjacent to the 
Franklin Knolls community.  Senator Ida Ruben asked that I 
respond to your concerns. 

This noise abatement project wjill be advertised for bids 
this winter and construction is scheduled to begin next summer. 

I understand and appreciate your interest in seeing this 
project completed as quickly as possible.  We are committed to 
providing effective abatement for areas which meet our program 
requirements.  Your patience and support of our program are 
greatly appreciated. 

Sincqrely, 

ORIGINAL S.vi - J'.- 
HAL jKASSOFF 
Hal Kassoff 
Admiriistrator 

HK/sl j 

cc:  The Honorable Ida Ruben 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers ji 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by:  Mr. Charles B. AdamsjsHA (321-3521) on Nov. 28, 
1988. 
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Maryland'DepartmentoiTransportation 
State Highway Administration 

Jf>(0 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

**»$&* 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 

BROOKLANDVILLE.  MARYLAND 21022 

• 

September 6, 1988 

Mr. J. Ralph Bridges 
1127 Concordia Drive        '      I 
Baltimore, Maryland 21204 ! 

Dear Mr. Bridges: 

This is to confirm my understanding of our telephone 
conversation on September 2nd. 

In lieu of moving four dogwood] trees on your property, the 
State Highway Administration will replace them with nursery- 
grown stock of the same variety.  These trees will be large 
caliper size which are commercially available at the time of 
planting.  This will allow us to pr'ovide a one year care and 
replacement period if any were to die, which cannot be offered if 
your existing trees are transplanted.  In addition, we will 
remove one existing elm tree from your property. 

| 
If this is not your understanding, please let me know post- 

hastq.  Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sinceriely, 

Eugene] J\J>liller, JrVV 
Special Assistant to the Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

EJM:prc 
cc:  Mr. George Horvath 

Ms. Diane Szekely 

My telephone number is (301) 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

ol 

^SSofs^ 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

October 18, 1988 

Mr. Steve Buckley 
14838 London Lane 
Bowie, Maryland  20715 

Dear Mr. Buckley: 

I am writing to report to you ithe results of our recent 
studies evaluating the Princeton Square community for traffic 
noise impacts from proposed improvements to U.S. Route 50 and 
Maryland Route 197. 

For a community to be considered for the State Highway 
Administration's Noise Abatement Program, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

-- Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA); 

-- A majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

-- Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

-- Cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may not 
exceed $40,000; 

— At least 75% of the affected residents must favor the project; 
and 

-- Funds must be available. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaire 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore 

321-3521 

d Hearing or Speech 
1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. Steve Buckley 
October 18, 1988 
Page 2 

The only area where noise levels were above our impact 
threshold was at two individual residences at the end of London 
Lane, adjacent to U.S. Route 50.  Noise levels within Princeton 
Square did not meet or exceed the threshold.  Therefore, this 
area fails to meet the first criterion of our noise policy.  Even 
if noise levels had been greater, Princeton Square has only been 
in existence since 1984, well after the construction of U.S. 50. 
Thus, the second criterion is not met. 

Additionally, a study of the site plan for Princeton Square 
shows that the community was planned with the knowledge of the 
possible relocation of MD Route 197, which is proposed as part of 
the improvements to U.S. Route 50.  The Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) gave its location approval in June 1982 for 
the proposed highway project.  The location approval date is 
considered the date of public knowledge of the project.  FHWA 
regulations do not permit funding for noise abatement in areas 
which were developed after location approval of a highway 
project. t 

I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response, but 
hope I have adequately explained the situation.  Please feel free 
to contact me if you have any questions. 

larles B. lAdams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 

11 
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Maryland Department of Tmnsportatmh 
The Secretary's Office 

]<n 
William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Stephen G. Zentz 
Deputy Secretary 

3 •' 1988 

Mrs. Helen Cabbiness , 
5526 Ruxton Drive !' 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 | 

Dear Mrs. Cabbiness: , 
. f 

for yoSrrecent^i^L150113^ S?haef^ has asked me to thank you 
rfvm^f I ?f      ^tter concerning traffic noise from 1-95 
(Capital Beltway)   in the area of Ruxton Drive.     He asked me to 
respond to you directly on this matter. asked me to 

adooteS ^SiL19^7^ .the
w
state Highwa^ Administration formally 

llrSttt    Jt0lSe ?0llcy beca«se of the great number of potential 
lillTtS that exist wel1 beyond any Possibility of fundina 
Since our resources for noise barrie? projects are limited'  it 
the S•£ion 1711?^ Policy to (aLrLs thosl areas'where 
a resSJ?^?? Tf IL ^J^^hway clearly created the problem.    As 
?K vl IiI ^1}    I th® following criteria must be met for an area 
to be eligible for inclusion in our program: 

"      2^?^^^;^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^  ^^ thre^old of  67 

""• highway;ty 0f ^ ilnpacted residences must have preceded the 

--  construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

"•' Sot^ce^^sroo^f16 (cost Nr protected residence ^ 
IS'" 
ir.',.l? 

ST^ST Ind0ent 0f the •"^d residents «•* *«v« 
funds must be available. , 

My telephone number is (301)- 
...TTYFor The Deaf (301) 859-7227 

Post Office Box 8755. Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

K.yy:. 
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Mrs* Helen Cabbiness 
Page Two 

The Ruxton Drive area has been I1 evaluated for inclusion in 
Our Noise Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the 
date of construction of the impacted residences.  A community 
noise survey was conducted in mid-1986 which found noise -levels 
at the residences adjacent to the highway to be at or above the 
impact threshold, thus satisfying this requirement.  However, it 
was determined that a majority (oveir 80%) of the homes impacted 
by the noise were not constructed until several years after the 
Beltway, which was completed in 1964.  Therefore, the area does 
not qualify for noise barriers under our policy. 

• -4 
The funding of highway projects, including noise barriers, 

is obtained from gasoline taxes, highway user fees and corporate 
taxes — not from private citizens'' income or property taxes. 
The importiant point, however, is thjat only those areas which meet 
our noise policy criteria are eligible for noise barriers. 

. v*'i        •   " 
Finally, the fly-over ramp from westbound US 50 will be 

located a considerable distance south of the Ruxton Drive area. 
Due to this great distance, no nois'e contribution from the fly- 
over will be perceptible in your area. 

.,"' '' [ 
I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to 

your concerns, but trust that I have adequately clarified our 
policy as it relates to this community.  Please do not hesitate 
to contact me if you require additijonal information. 

Sincerely, 

>:' i ' liu.:,' 
<":•'. Richard H. Trainor 
i  • Secretary 

RHT:prc 

cc:  The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 

bcc: Mr. Hal Kassoff | 
Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass     ••>,.• 
Mr. Charles B. Adams ^ ••,'".' 

: ('.'•'•.••••',"••.. 

Dictated by: Patricia A. Gauss-SHA ext.  10/26/88 321-3607 

• TaMBfoKE^--."•;-, -1-- , i^ 
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REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

f 
TO:  Hal Kassoff FR0M;  Fran Backus 
DATE:    October 20, 1988 I 
CONCERNING LETTER FROM:  Helen Cobbiness 
SUBJECT:  Petition for noise barrier along Ruxton Rd. 

PLEASE— t 

X    Prepare response for Secretary's Signature 

Reply directly, acknowledgincj Secretary's receipt; show 
cc to Secretary. , 

     Reply directly; return a copy), of the request form with 
notation of action taken to Fran Backus. 

Prepare response for Governor's signature. 

Additional Notes: Prepare for Secretarty Trainer's signature 
acknowledging Governor's receipt; show cc to Governor v 

Wtf^f.  RETURN TO T.s.o. BY:  October 28 ,_1988  

For Use by Responsible Unit 

ASSIGNED TO:  ^^TX^r^c^      !     DATE:   lfr-ao^ 

TO BE RETURNED BY:   Xb-^n-S** 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

For Use by Assigned Area 
I: 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY: 
(Name — Telephone # — Date) 

TYPED BY:  PROOFREAD BY:    

Record of Interim Telephone Response 
i 

Name of Person Called:  Date: 
Explanations/Agreements Reached:    f 

Written follow-up will be prepared by|  .(Date) 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH PREPARED CORRESPONDENCE 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

P . ©3 

Ifr 
D) 
RECORD # 
DATE OF LETTER 
RESPONSE DUE 

NAME 
ADDRESS t 

10/18/88-022 
9/29/88 ';.,:.-.•. 
11/01/88  : 

Mrs. Helen Cobbiness 
5526 Ruxton Drive 

SALUTATION 

SUBJECT 

ACTION REQUESTED 
ASSIGNEE (1) 
ASSIGNEE (2) 
GOV. UNIT, _,_, 

REMARKS : 

Lanham       MD 20706- 

Mrs. Cobbiness: 

NOISE BARRIER 

d    0/00/00 
MDOT 

PG 

MAIL FORM 

AP Appointments 
A/C Art and Culture 
C/SP Cabinet k Special Project* 
ADM Executive Chief for Administration 
FA Financial Administration 
GM Governor's Mansion 
fl Governor ... 
HD Health and Human Services Liaison 
IA Independent Agencies 
LO Legislative Office 
LG Lt. Governor's Office 
MYAB Maryland You Are Beautiful 
OHI      Handicapped Individuals 
OP/PS Operations/Public Safety 
OS Office Services Administration 
PG Programs 
PO Press „   ,     _ , ..    „ 
SI/LR    Special Issues/Labor Relations 
S/PR     Scheduling/Public Relations 
S/S      Secretary of State 
WO      Washington Office 

NAME TO A/R 

INSTRUCTIONS 
« 

Please investigate the attached and take whatever action 

is necessary to respond to our constituent's concern. 

Please forward the response to the Governor's Unit 

indicated above. 

TO 

sutxcT 

RE-DIRECTION 
If the response to this correspondence should be handled by another 
department, please complete the following information and forward the 
completed form and the correspondence to the appropriate department. 
Also, copy the completed, form and send the copy to the Governor s Lmt 
responsible for the correspondence. 

REDIRECTED TO 

DATE_J  

AT 

OAT1 

PLEASE REPLY TO SIGNED 
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September- 2?r 1?88 

The Honoroble WilliQi» Donald Schaefer 
The Governor of Maryland 
Governor's Mansion 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Dear Governor Schaefer? 

Helen Cabbiness and I.an a resideni of Ruxton Drive in Lanh anii My name is 
Maryland. , 

This letter has become necessary after many years of trying to get the 
Maryland Department of Transportation, (SHA), to properly assess the needs of 
the residents that live along Ruxton Drive as to the necessity for a noise 
abatement barrier. We also have to endure the constant noise and pollution 
froft the beltway, as do others, The houses a|long Ruxton Drive are located 
approximately the same distance from the beltway as other homes that border I- 
95 in Prince George's County uho are receiving noise abatement barriers, 
Ruxton Drive is located on the outer loop of the beltway and parqllels 1-9^ 
between Route 450 (Annapolis Road) and Route ,50 (John Hanson Highway). Our 
situation will deteriorate even further during and after the redesign 
construction of the 1-95 % 1-68 (Route 50) Interchange. The redesign of this 
major interchange will bring even more noise and pollution when the fly-over 
is completed. The fly-over is designed to taKe those motorists wishing to 
enter the New Carrollton / Metro Complex traveling westbound on Route oO onto 
an elevated ramp across 1-95 into the compldc. This ramp is to be built 
between Route 50 and Route 450, right in our backyards. 

All the residents (petition enclosed) along Ruxton Drive pay state as well as 
federal taxes, and we see our tax dollars being used to provide barriers for 
others when we are so desparately in need of them. 

Any assistance from your office in helping [is obtain a noise abatement 
barrier would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely Yours, 

C JjjJjuJ (LtU/bta^ 
'  M.i.- Mrs. Helen Cabbiness 
5526 Ruxton Drive 
Lanham, MD 20706 
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State Highway Administration 
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Richard H, Tra.ipg.r 
Secretary ,   S 

HalKassoff _•• "s:*\ 
Administrator     ' ,:   .     ;' 

1.1988 

Ms. Angela F. Campbell '' 
33 Lake Drive | , 

, Bel Air, Maryland  21014 

Dear Ms. Campbell: t 

;; : ;•   I am writing jto report to you the results of our recent 
'noise level studies in your community, adjacent to MD 24. 

,..; .i.': •       ' 'I' .  '    > ' 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
'State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 

'../criteria must be met: I '      . 

..'--  noise levels must exceed the impact'threshold level of 67 
i'f.!,';'••  decibels (dBA); \ 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
':•.';  "' highway; j, 

', -—  construction of an effective nclise barrier must be feasible; 

''••'•-     cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
i i    protected may not exceed $40,000; 

seventy-five percent (75%) of' the affected residents must 
favor.the project; and        j 

-A 

•ft! 

,,— funds must be available.   • \ 

Our study consisted of several' short-term measurements (10- 
20 minutes in duration) at yourj residence, and a 2 4-ho.ur 
measurement at 37 Lake Drive. The measurements taken at your 
home revealed average noise levels (of 49-52 decibels. Based on 
the 24-hour study, we determined that the noise level may be a 
maximum of two decibels higher ('51-54 dBA) than our actual 
measurements, but still well belOjW the 67 decibel threshold. 
Therefore, we cannot consider noise abatement measures for the 
'area. t 

My telephone number is (301)- 

Teletypewrlter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707   North  Cslvert   St.,   Balttmorp!,   Merylsnci   £1203-0717 

^MSJiaftB-ws;."..- 
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Ms. Angela F. Campbell 
Page 2 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to 
your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our policy as it 
relates to your community.        |:      . ... 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY- 
•'•.' -; HAL KASSOFF ' 

Hal K'assoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Doulass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss-SHA 11/14/88  321-3609 

r'.ti-y.-'/.' "; <i{X'£J!'*3Z«r?ri '•-V,'"'; i • 
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August 2, 1988 

Ms. Angela F. Campbell 
33 Lake Drive 
Bel Air, Maryland  21014 

Dear Ms. Campbell: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Secretary Richard H. 
Trainor concerning the noise problem in your community adjacent 
to the new MD 24.  Mr. Trainor has[asked me to respond to you 
directly. j 

I have asked Mr. Charles B. Adams, Chief of the Bureau of 
Landscape Architecture, to investigate the problem.  The noise 
studies will be completed by mid-October.  We will contact you in 
early November with the results.  ji 

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL iflGflEI) BY i. 

Admihistrator 

HK/sl I 

cc:  Mr. Charles B. Adams j 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers i 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass       '' 

Dictated by:  Ms. Patricia A. Gaussl - 321-3607 -July 20, 1988 

AM 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MAR YLAND 21022 

fib Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 2, 1988 

Mrs. Jean L. Cauley \ 
6313 Walton Avenue f 
Camp Springs, Maryland 20746 

Dear Mrs. Cauley: I 

This is a follow-up to my telephone conversation with your 
daughter on September 2nd concerning your inquiry about noise 
barriers for your area. [ 

An investigation of the situation indicates that the homes 
at the end of Walton Avenue closesttto the Beltway were built 
after the construction of the Beltway.  Your daughter confirmed 
that this is true.  Unfortunately,.dur present Noise Policy 
requires that to be considered for noise barriers, homes that are 
impacted by traffic noise must have been there prior to the 
highway. I 

I am sorry I cannot offer you a more positive response to 
your^request.  If you have any additional questions, please don't 
hesitate to contact me. ' 

Sincerely 

Eugene Jvjailler, J] 
Special Assistant to the Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

EJM:prc 

KJ. 

My telephone number is (301) 321-3530 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro |- 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707   North  Calvert  St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

13-1 Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE.  MARYLAND 21022 

July 15, 19 8! 

Ms. Jennie Chow 
8100 Old Georgetown Road 
Bethesda, Maryland  20814 

Dear Ms. Chow: | 

I am writing to report to you the findings of recent noise 
level studies conducted at your property on Old Georgetown Road. 
As you requested, a copy of the results is enclosed.. 

As you can see, noise.levels ranged from 56 to 77 decibels 
(Leq).  While we do recognize that you are experiencing high 
levels of noise, options for noise aibatement are very limited. 
Because the residential properties, the fire station, and 
adjacent streets require direct accefss to Old Georgetown Road, 
placement of any type of noise barrier would not be feasible or 
effective.  The gaps needed to maintiain access to the roadway 
would render a barrier system totalli-y ineffective. 

The only alternative is to consider creating a visual screen 
through the use of landscape plantings, which would provide some 
psychological relief from the traffiic.  This option would depend 
upon whether there is sufficient State owned right-of-way 
available to allow such a project.  If you are interested in 
pursuing this option, please contact me. 

Thank you for your patience in [this matter. 

Charles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
Enclosure 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr'. 

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 

My telephone number is (301 )J 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metki - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707   North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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State Highway Administration \ 

192- 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary   

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Marchi10, 1989 

Mr. Matko Chullin 
408 Oriole Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Chullin: 

21224 

I am writing m response to our recent telephone conversa- 
tions about the results of our recent noise monitoring studies in 
the vicinity of your home, adjacent|to 1-695. 

I would like to make you aware I of our noise barrier 
policy criteria.  In order for an area to qualify for noise 
barriers, all of the following criteria must be met: 

— noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (Leg); | 

a majority of the residences must have preceded the highway; 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

— cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may 
not exceed $40,000; | 

the project must be acceptable!to 75 percent of the people 
affected; and ^ 

funds must be available.     I 

Our studies have concluded that a noise barrier is not 
warranted in your area.  Please let,me explain the study results 
in more detail. ' 

_  It has been determined that the noise levels at a majority 
of the homes along Oriole Avenue exceed the 67 decibel impact 
criteria, and that the homes were built prior to the beltway.  We 
have also determined that an effective barrier could be con- 
structed.  Unfortunately, the cost of a barrier would exceed our 
criteria for reasonable cost. The cost per residence to 
construct a barrier would exceed our criteria for reasonable 
cost.  The actual cost per residence would be approximately 
$48,000 per residence.  It is for this reason that we cannot 
justify a barrier in this location. 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired) Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro -1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St., Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. Matko Chullin 
Page Two 

o•   ??   fbfUt the Possibility Jf planting a dense evergreen 
JK w" adjacent to your neighborhood |to provide some relief from 
the highway visibility and noise.  If you are interested in our 
K^lnS ^his alternative, please contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
reached at ?33^06??Pe Architecture fvision. Mr. Adams can be 

Sincerely, 
ORiGINAU SlC-rJED BY: 
HAL kASSOFH 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/eh 

cc:  Mr. Charles B. Adams 

bcc: ^EfTj. Miller 
K.D. Polcak 
P.A. Gauss 
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Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

March   13,    1989 

Ms. Pearl Cohen 
7308 Old Stage Road 
Rockville, Maryland 

Dear Ms. Cohen: 

20852 

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent 
traffic noise impact studies conducted in your area adjacent to 
.1-270. 

Our study included several short-term measurements at your 
residence and at 7304 Old Stage Road.  Noise levels did not meet 
or exceed the 67 decibel impact threshold at either residence.  I 
do recognize that you might perceije the noise to be disturbing, 
however, the 67 decibel requirement must be met in order for us 
to consider noise abatement measures. 

A noise barrier is currently under construction along 1-270. 
The barrier construction was begun south of your area.  It was 
included in the 1-270 contract because of noise impacts 
identified at residences located directly adjacent to the highway 
where noise levels exceed the 67 dBA threshold.  This includes 
the home across the street from your home.  The barrier will 
extend approximately 125 feet past that home, and was designed to 
substantially reduce noise levels in that area.  Your particular 
location was not used as a specific design point for the barrier 
because the noise levels were not above the impact threshold.  In 
addition, noise barriers are less Effective as the distance away 
from them increases, and the additional cost of extending the 
barrier even farther towards Montrose Road could not be 
justified.  There will be some reduction in the overall noise 
level due to-partial shielding provided by the wall that will be 
built. 

My telephone number is (301)      333-8063 

Teletypewriter for Impaired jHearlng or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - jl-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll 

707 North Calvert  St., Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
Free 
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Ms. Pearl Cohen 
Page 2 
March 13, 1989 

A landscape project for the completed 1-270 corridor 
will be undertaken following consitruct ion.  We will give full 
consideration to visual screening]: for your area in this effort. 
In the meantime, please feel free to contact me if you have any 
additional questions. 

S inperely, 

CBA/eh 

Charles B. Adams, Chief 
Landscape Architecture Divi sion 



J^> 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration\ 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

March   13,    1989 

Officer Robert Collins 
Community Action Group 
9701 Reisterstown Road 
Owings Mills, Maryland  21117 

Dear Mr. Collins: 

I am writing in response to your inquiry to this office 
regarding  our noise studies in the vicinity of the Baltimore 
Highlands, adjacent to the Baltimore/Washington Parkway (Md. 
295). 

In order to qualify for noise barriers, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (Leq). For Type I projects, an increase of 5 
decibels must occur as a result of the highway improvement 
project; l! 

a majority of the residences must have preceded the highway; 

construction of an effectivelnoise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cosit per protected residence may 
not exceed 540,000; 

the project must be acceptable to 75% of the people 
affected; and i 

funds must be available. 

Based on our criteria, this area does not meet ail of our 
^ i 

requirements for noise barriers as part of the proposed 
improvements to Md. 295 (Type I).  Our analysis determined that 
noise levels would increase by onily 1 decibel as a result of the 
proposed project.  A minimum 5 decibel increase must occur for a 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro + 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, [Maryland 21203-0717 
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Officer Robert Collins 
Page 2 
March 13, 1989 

noise barrier to be considered.  As a potential retrofit (Type 
II) project, the area does not meet the requirement for date of 
construction.  The purpose of ourinoise abatement program is to 
consider mitigation where existing developments were impacted due 
to highway construction.  Because of extreme funding limitations, 
we cannot consider noise barriersifor areas where all of our 
policy requirements are not met. 

A landscaping project is currently under design for this 
area and will proceed upon completion of the road construction. 
We will give full consideration to the Baltimore Highlands in 
this effort by providing a visual! buffer between the community 
and the Parkway.  We will contact, you to discuss our concepts 
when they are developed.  We antibipate this will be late this 
fall. I 

I trust that I have adequate 
Please do not hesitate to contact 
additional information. 

ly answered your questions, 
me at 333-8063 if you require 

CBA/eh 
Adams, Chief 

Landscape Architecture Division 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

August 8, 1989 

Mr. Douglas A. Collison 
124 Riverview Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Mr. Collison: 

concerning our noise Thank you for your recent letter 
barrier cost-effectiveness studies for your community, adjacent 
to U.S. Route 50. 

We will review the additional information you have 
presented, and will report back to you. in about a month with our 
findings. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions or comments, 
please feel free to contact me. 

.es [B. TWKms, Chief 
Landscape Architecture Division 

CBA/wt 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro l- 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore,! Maryland 21203-0717 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administratipn 

m 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

May 5, 1989 

Mr. Douglas Collison 
124 Riverview Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Mr. Collison: 

I am writing to report the results of our follow-up noise 
measurement studies and our reevaliliation of impacts from traffic 
on U.S. Route 50. 

As was agreed, we performed additional noise level tests at 
residences which did not meet the noise criterion in our original 
noise studies, to determine if any additional homes could be 
counted in our cost/residence analysis.  First, a series of 24- 
hour tests were conducted, covering the weekend period Saturday 
afternoon through 'Sunday to Monday afternoon, and the weekday 
period Wednesday afternoon to Thursday afternoon.  The results of 
those tests, which have already been sent to you, confirmed that 

occurred during the weekday, 
then performed the additional 

the period of highest noise levels 
mid-morning to late afternoon.  We; 
noise tests at four locations along Riverview Avenue, which are 
identified on the attached map (Exhibit I) as areas 17, 19, 20, 
and 22.  The results of these tests are shown on the attached 
chart, Exhibit II.  None of the test results exceeded the impact 
threshold, thus the original count of 13 impacted residences 
remains unchanged. 

We also re-ran the noise predictions, at you request, from 
our consultant's earlier work utilizing level of service 'C* 
traffic volumes.  The .results are shown on Exhibit III, which is 
a modified version of Table 3 from the consultant's original 
report, dated November; 1987.  The results showed a 1-2 dBA 
increase with the revised traffic volumes. 

Additional information developed for the residences on the 
north side of U.S. Route 50 is also included.  The results 
indicate no significant differences from our previous studies. 
This information is shown on Exhibit IV. 

My telephone number is (301) _ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

TftT   KJ»r»K   raluort   St Raltlmnro     Mnrwlnnri   9190^^0717 
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Mr. Douglas Collison 
Page 2 

If you have any questions regarding these studies or desire 
a meeting to discuss them more fully, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Lands 
es B. Aaams, Chief 
cape Architecture Division 

CBA/db 

Attachments 
cc:  Mr. E.J. Miller, Jr. 

Mr. K.D. Polcak 
Ms. P.A. Gauss 
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State Highway Admi'nistration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary i 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

October 26, 1988 

Mr. Douglas Collison 
124 Riverview Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Mr, /Oilison: 

As you discussed with Ken Polcak of my staff, we are 
forwarding a copy of the results from the 24-hour noise studies 
conducted in your area.  After you have had an opportunity to 
re-view the results and discuss them with others in the community, 
please contact us so we can determine the timing and locations of 
the remaining short-term noise measurements. 

Any questions regarding the 24-hour results, should be 
directed to Mr. Polcak (321-3481).: Thank you for your continued 
cooperation. I 

Sincerely, 

Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 
Special Assistant to the Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

EJMtprc 
Attachment 
cc:  Mr. Kenneth Polcak i 

The Honorable Michael Busch 
The Honorable Gerald W. Winegrad 

My telephone number is (301)_ 321-3530 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert  St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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November 22,   1988 

Mr. Jamal Dajani 
422 East Indian Spring Drive     j 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901-4725 

Dear Mr. Dajani: 

Thank you for your'recent 'letter, which was forwarded to me 
by Senator Paul S. Sarbanes, concerning the 1-495 noise abatement 
project in the area of the Franklin! Knolls community. 

The area between MD 193 (University Boulevard) and MD 650 
(New Hampshire Avenue), and the area between MD 650 and MD 212 
(Riggs Road), were originally planned as two separate noise 
abatement project areas.  Because they had very close priority 
positions in our program, we decided to combine the two areas 
into a single project with overall limits from MD 193 to MD 212. 
This will simplify the bidding process, allow construction to 
proceed more efficiently, and result in some cost savings. 

This change in plans has necessitated a minor delay of the 
project. Although all projects are subject to the availability 
of funds, we do anticipate a projected construction start by mid- 
1989 i j 

I hope I have adequately answered your questions.  If you 
have additional questions, you may wish to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at 321- 
3521.  Your interest in this project is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

' VSSOEE 
soff 

:—Administrator 

HK:prc 

Hal Kassoff 

cc:  The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 

bcc:  Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass^" 
Mr. Charles B. Adams is 

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss - 11/17/88 - 321-3607 
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Maryland Department of Tmnspoitatipn 
State High wa y A dm inistrati on 

}& Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE.  MARYLAND 21022 

October 4, 1988 

Dr. Margaret Fine .•• 
P.O. Box 2274 '"• ''"'":•     j 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203   .        | 

Dear Dr. Fine: '. ;•  ,      ;. 

It was a pleasure meeting with you recently to discuss the 
traffic impacts at your residence:  7801 Greenspring Avenue. 

You raised a number of issues whi 
in sequence. •'  ."• 

ch I would like to address 

1.   Your residence does not qualjify for a noise barrier 
under our Noise Abatement Pojlicy.  For an area to 
qualify, all of the following criteria must be met: 

Noise levels must meet 'or exceed the impact 
threshold of 67 decibel's; 

A majority of residences must have preceded 
construction of the higjhway; 

Construction of an effective barrier must be 
feasible; 

i! 
Cost must be reasonable; cost per residence 
may not exceed $40,000; 

i: 

Since your property fronts the   Beltway for a 
such a great distance, the cost per residence 
would far exceed the $40,000 allowable. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 321-3530 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,!  Maryland  21203-07 17 
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Dr. Margaret Fine 
October 4, 1988 
Page 2 

2. By copy of this letter I am1 asking the Division of 
Project Development to add your name to their mailing 
list.  Any mailings should be addressed to your post 
office box number.  A public hearing for the Beltway 
widening study is currently: scheduled for sometime 
next Spring. For further information, please contact 
Mr. Donald G. Honeywell, the project manager, at 
333-1136. 

3. You pointed out certain sediment problems due to 
the present construction of the Greenspring Avenue 
bridge.  By copy of this letter, I am asking the 
District Engineer, Mr. C. Robert Olsen, to investigate 
this matter and contact you directly at 484-7584. 
In addition, he will be able to advise you who in the 
Baltimore County government would be responsible for 
maintenance beyond State right-of-way limits on 
Greenspring Avenue. 

4. At the conclusion of the construction work for the 
Greenspring Avenue bridge,.this office will develop 
a landscape plan to restore1the roadsides which have 
been disturbed.  This work vill provide aesthetic 
as well as visual screening as necessary. 

I trust I have address the concerns you shared at our 
meeting.  If you have any comments or further questions, don't 
hesitate to contact me. 

Smcerfely, 

Eugen&jjy Miller, 
Special "Assistant to the Chief 
Bureau!of Landscape Architecture 

EJM pre 
cc: Mr 

Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Ms 

Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
C. Robert Olsen 
Donald G. Honeywell 
Paul A. Georgiou 
Patricia A. Gauss 
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PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

October 18, 1988 

Ms. Sharon Fine 
6812 Renita Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Dear Ms. Fine: 

20817 

I am writing to follow up your recent telephone conversation 
with Mr. Eugene Miller, of this office, concerning our landscape 
feasibility studies for Renita Lane, adjacent to 1-495. 

As indicated to you, we have completed the studies and have 
determined that it is possible to supplement the existing 
vegetation with additional landscape plantings.  This will 
provide a visual screen from the traffic, which could provide 
some psychological relief from the noise which you currently 
experience at your residence.  These plantings will consist 
predominantly of evergreen trees acjcompanied by some deciduous 
material to achieve a more natural appearance. 

A landscape design based on the feasibility plan will be 
developed this winter and planting for the project will be 
accomplished next spring. \ 

My telephone number is (301)_ 321=3521 

383 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro i- 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll 

707  North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
Free 
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Ms. Sharon Fine 
October 18, 1988 
Page 2 

I trust this satisfies your understanding in this matter. 
If you have any additional questioris, please feel free to contact 
me or Mr. Miller.  His telephone number is (301) 321-3530. 

larles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller 

Mr. Paul A. Georgiou 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

)$> 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

JUN 13 1988 

The Honorable Brian E. FrosH 
7315 Wisconsin Avenue 
Suite 800 West 
Bethesda, Maryland  20814 , 

Dear Senator Frosh: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the widening of 
Interstate Route 495 from north,'of Maryland Route 190 to Virginia 
Route 193. . '\"!X..[••••.»;•,'. 

<•'  We are continuing to examine options to resolve the noise 
barrier issue at sensitive, areas B and E.  As I have prjeviously 
written to you, neither area meets 
barriers as a part of the proposed 
fact that there would not be a substantial difference in noise 
levels between no-build and build conditions. 

the qualifications for noise 
widening.  This is due to the 

: Both areas have';'--been evaliuated to determine their 
eligibility for our retrofit noisje abatement program. Area B 
meets all of the criteria ^except cost. We have established a 
maximum cost per residence figure of $40,000. This number is 
determined by dividing the total barrier cost by the number of 
homes which experience noise levels greater than 67 decibels and 
would receive a five decibel orgreater reduction from the 
proposed barrier. The cost per residence figure for Area B 
currently is over $50,000. v We are now refining our engineering 
studies to determine if there are cjptions which would reduce the 
cost per residence. If costs cannot be lowered, we have 
discussed an option with the residents whereby they or others 
might provide the additional.monies beyond the Administration's 
$40,000 per residence maximum. . 

.:.,•••••;) 

Area E, unfortunately, does not meet the eligibility 
criterion of date of construction contained in our noise policy. 
The majority of the impacted homes were constructed after the 
completion of the highway. We are presently considering if 
there are any solutions which would provide what the community 
wishes but would not set a precedent which would open our noise 
policy to similar issues in the other areas of the state. These 
options include earth berms, privacy fencing and vegetative 
screens  alone  or   in  combination. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 

,>i»tCrt-l4*» . 
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The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 
Page Two •'...'.'.;, "/: 

We are on a schedule to complete our studies for both Areas 
B and E by mid-July. I will contact you in early August to 
update you. '   f 

Thank you for your continuing interest in our noise program. 

•:•••;..,•: Sinceriely-WT. 

HAi 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/sl 
bcc: Mr Bob B. Myers 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Louis H. Ege 
IMr. Charles B. Adamsvf . 
Mr. Michael Snyder 

Dictated by:  Mr. C.B. Adams-SHA (321-3521) on 6/3/88 

IMBQ.Vj 
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Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Mr. Paul M. Genovese 
315 Kenwood Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland  21228        i 

j: 

Dear  Mr.   Genovese: 

As a follow up to my letter of May 12, 1987, I am writing to 
update you on the status of our .landscaping project for the 
Catonsville  Knolls  community  adjacent  to  1-695. 

The landscaping was to be included in the noise abatement 
project extending from Wilkens Avenue to US Route 1A. This work 
was to be completed this spring.), However, the noise barrier 
project has been deferred until a decision is made regarding 
future widening of the Beltway. This is due to potential 
conflicts that could arise between the two projects. The 
decision to defer the noise abatement project also was made as a 
result  of  concerns  voiced  by   residents   in  the  project  area. 

In addition, we conducted further noise measurements to 
refine our original'noise study which indicated that the 
Catonsville Knolls area did not meet the reasonable cost 
criterion for noise barriers undet our Noise Abatement Policy. 
This study reaffirmed our original findings; in fact, it showed 
that we were conservative in our assessment of the area. Fewer 
homes actually reached the noise threshold level of 67 decibels 
(the qualifying criterion) than orjiginally estimated. This, in 
turn, equates to a higher cost p6r residence than originally 
determined. 

We are currently studying a number of areas adjacent to the 
Beltway that do not qualify for] noise barriers, but would 
benefit from the addition of landscape planting to screen the 
traffic. When we have identified these areas, we will develop a 
program to address the implementation of this work. There is no 
specific timetable for this effort, but it will depend very much 
on  available   funding. i 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St., Baltlmorei Maryland 21203-0717 
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Mr.   Paul   M.   Genovese 
Page  Two 

Thank   you   for your   continuing   interest   in   our   Noise 
Abatement   Program. If   you   have   any   questions,    feel   free   to 
contact  our  Chief  of Landscape  Architecture,   Mr.   Charles  Adams, 
at   (301)   321-3521. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGim, SIGNED BY: 
HAL KASSOFP 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/prc 

cc: The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski 
The Honorable John C. Coolahan 
The Honorable Kenneth H. Masters 
The Honorable Louis P, 
The Honorable Nancy L, 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Bob Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Marsberger 
Murphy 

Dictated bv Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. - 321-3530 - 4/25/88 
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Mr. Andrew Gibson, Jr. 
6406 Tiffany Court ! 
Lanham, Maryland  20706 

Dear Mr. Gibson: 

Governor William Donald Schaefer asked me to thank you for 
your recent letter concerning noise, abatement in the Dresden 
Green area, adjacent to Interstate Route 95.  He has asked me to 
respond to you directly on this matter. 

The State Highway Administration adopted its noise policy 
because of the great number of potential projects that exist, 
well beyond any possibility of funding.  Since our resources for 
noise barrier projects are extremely limited, it was necessary to 
develop this policy to address those areas which are most 
severely impacted, and where the construction of the highway 
clearly created a problem to existing residential communities. 

Since the construction of Dresden Green came after the , 
Beltway, it is not eligible for ourj noise program.  We recognize 
that there is a noise problem, howe'ver, this situation clearly 
existed prior to the construction qf the community.  Our most 
recfent studies have shown that the 'New Carrollton noise barrier 
has not caused any perceptible noise level increases xn the area 
of Dresden Green. 

To make a policy exception in this case would open our 
program to many situations in other areas where we have denied 
sound baririers for similar reasons--namely, the development 
occurring after the highway was built.  We have not constructed 
any noise barriers which do not meet the policy requirements. 



Mr. Andrew Gibson, Jr 
Page  2 
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I regret that I am unable to provide a more positive 
response to your concerns, but hope: that you understand our 
position in this regard. ! 

Sincerely, 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

RHT/sl 
cc:4  The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 
bcc:  Mr. Hal Kassoff 

Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by: P.A. Gauss-SHA (321-3607) on Aug. 26, 1988 



SEP 2  1908 

Mr. Andrew Gibson, Jr. 
6406 Tiffany Court 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 

Dear Mr. Gibson: 

Governor William Donald Schaefer 
your recent letter concerning noise afcjatement in the Dresden 
Green area, adjacent to 1-95.  He has asked me to respond to you 
directly on this matter. 

asked me to thank you for 

adopted its noise policy The State Highway Administration   , r  
because of the great number of potential projects that exist, 
well beyond any possibility of funding.  Since our resources for 
noise barrier projects are extremely limited, it was necessary to 
develop this policy to address those areas which are most 
severely impacted, and where the construction of the highway 
clearly created a problem to existing residential communities. 

Since the construction of Dresden Green came after the 
Beltway, it is not eligible for our nojise program.  We recognize 
that there is a noise problem, but this situation clearly 
existed prior to the construction of the community. Our most 
recent studies have shown that the New Carrollton noise barrier 
has not caused any perceivable noise level increases in the 
Dresden Green area. 

To make a policy exception in this case would open our 
program to many situations in other areas where we have denied 
sound barriers for similar reasons — namely, the development 
occurring after the highway was built.  We have not constructed 
any noise barriers that do not meet th^ policy requirements. 

'I regret that I am unable to provide a more positive 
response to your concerns, but hope that you understand our 
position in this regard. 

Sincerely, 
i 

7s/, EICHAKD |H. TRAINOR 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

RHT/sl 
cc:  The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 

bcc: Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams " 

Dictated by: P.A. Gauss-SHA ext. 3607 8/26/88 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

j^ 

'Mftsofse* 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE.  MAR YLAND 21022 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

October   18,    1988 

Ms. L. C. Howe 
7 510 Cayuga Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Dear Ms. Howe: 

20817 

I am writing to follow up your recent telephone conversation 
with Mr. Eugene Miller, of this office, concerning our landscape 
feasibility studies for Cayuga Aveijiue, adjacent to River Road. 

As indicated to you, we have completed the studies and have 
determined that it is possible to supplement the existing 
vegetation with additional landscape plantings.  This will 
provide a visual screen from the traffic, which could provide 
some psychological relief from the'noise which you currently 
experience at your residence.  These plantings will consist 
predominantly of evergreen trees accompanied by some deciduous 
material to achieve a more natural appearance.  We will also 
investigate the possibility of planting the median to provide 
some additional privacy screening.! If this option is found to be 
feasible, we will include it in the planting contract. 

A landscape design based on the feasibility plan will be 
developed this winter and planting for the project will be 
accomplished next spring. j 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro r 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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Ms. L.C, 
October 
Page 2 

Howe 
18, 1988 

I trust this satisfies your understanding in this matter. 
If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact 
me or Mr. Miller.  His telephone number is (301) 321-3530. 

larles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller 

Mr. Paul A. Georgiou 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE.  MARYLAND 21022 

\f\ Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 6, 1988 

Mr. Cliarles B. Jacobirli 
8 Pasture Brook Court 
Potomac, Maryland  20854 

Dear Mr. Jacobini: 

I am responding to your inquiry through District Engineer 
Michael Snyder regarding noise barriers along Interstate Route 
270 in the vicinity of the Orchard Hill community. 

In order for an area to qualify for noise barriers, all of 
the following criteria must be met 

Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (Leq); .' ^ 

A majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; i 

Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

Cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may 
not exceed $40,000; 

The project must be acceptable 
affected; and 

Funds must be available. 

to 7 5% of the people 

Several factors make a noise barrier impractical in this 
area.  Since the residences are located 300 feet or more from the 
highway and there are several intervening buildings situated 
within that area, it is unlikely that noise levels  would meet or 
exceed the impact threshold.  Even if the threshold was 
exceeded, a noise barrier built along 1-270 would not provide 

My telephone number is (301)_ 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore1,  Maryland  21203-07 17 
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Mr. Charles B. Jacobin! 
September 6, 1988 
Page 2 

perceptible noise reduction for you since a noise barrier is most 
effective only for that area directly behind and adjacent.to it. 
The existing use of this land closest to the roadway is not 
considered noise sensitive and does not require nor warrant a 
barrier. 

As Mr 
purpose of 
impacts wh 
construeti 
apxjears to 
document f 
not identi 
to our pol 
abatement 
developmen 
effective 

. Snyder indicated in his1 August 15 letter to you, the 
our noise abatement program is to address noise 

ere developments existed [prior to the highway 
on.  In the case of Orcha'rd Hill, the development 
have occurred after approval of the environmental 

or the 1-270 improvementsj, because the community was 
fied or studied in the dobument.  Therefore, according 
icy, the community would not be eligible for noise 
consideration.  However, in this situation, the actual 
t date is irrelevant because the construction of an 
noise barrier is just not," feasible. 

I regret that we cannot offer more of a solution to your 
concerns, but trust I have clarified our position.  If you have 
further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

larles B.jAdams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc:  The Honorable Jennie Forehand 

Mr. Michael Synder 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

po Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

i44 Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE UEPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE.   MARYLAND 21022 

October 13, 1988 

Mrs. George Jewell 
8635 Quentin Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 

Dear Mrs. Jewell 

I am forwarding a copy of the; recently completed report on 
the detailed noise barrier studies]conducted in your area 
adjacent to 1-695 (Baltimore Beltway). 

As you can see, the information is extensive.  Of the three 
areas discussed in the report, Area B includes the Quentin Road 

•residences.  The results, which are summarized on page 2 of the 
report in Table A, indicate that the cost per residence criterion 
of $40,000 would be exceeded for a!, noise barrier for Area B. 

Once the community has had the opportunity to review the 
report, we will be happy to meet with you to explain our 
findings and answer any questions you might have.  Please contact 
Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. of my staff (321-3530) at your earliest 
convenience if you wish to discuss!arrangements for such a 
meeting. 

Thank you for your patience in this matter 

"les B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA/sl 
Enclosure 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-300-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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REPORT OH NOISE BARRIER FEASIBILITY 
Interstate Route 695 

From Loch Raven Boulevard tjo Perring Parkway 

INTRODUCTION 

This report presents a summary of the evaluation of the 
subject area for possible inclusion in the Maryland State Highway 
Administration Noise Abatement Program.  In particular, the 
results of detailed acoustical"studies and a thorough evaluation 
of the potential cost of a noise barrier project are presented. 
The data presented in this report documents the number of 
residences currently impacted by undesirable levels of traffic 
noise, how many of those could be protected by a noise barrier, 
and the potential cost .of the barrier!. 

The study area has been divided into three sections as shown 
on Figure 1.  Three (3) separate noise barrier sections were 
analyzed with the goal of affecting substantial noise reduction 
for those residences and a church that are impacted above the 
noise impact threshold level of 67 decibels (dBA).  In this 
report, each area was first analyzed separately and then a 
composite evaluation was conducted for the entire project area. 

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

For an area to qualify for the State Highway Administration 
Noise Abatement Program, all of the following requirements must 
be met: 

- noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA); 

- a majority of the residences must have preceded the highway; 

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

- cost must be reasonable; cost per residence may not exceed 
$40,000; 

- the community must favor the project; and i. 
- funds must be available 

I' 
In determining the cost per residence, the total cost of 

the noise barrier is divided by the number of residences that 
currently experience noise levels at or above the impact 
threshold, and that would derive a minimum noise reduction from 
the barrier of 5 dBA.  The total cost of the noise barrier 
project is estimated based on $27 per Square foot (based on past 
bidding experience on similar projects!) • 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS 

The detailed evaluations have shown that acoustically 
r effective noise barriers for the subject area would exceed the 

guidelines for reasonable cost.  Table A gives a summary of the 
pertinent data upon which the evaluatfions were based. 

TABLE A r 

SUMMARY OF NOISE BARRIER jCOST EVALUATIONS 
"• 1-695  f 

Loch Raven Blvd. to Joppa Rd. 

Study 
Area 

A 

B 

C 

Total 

Number of Residences 
Impacted      Protected 

14 

17 

10 

41 

14 

16 

10 

40 

Estimated 
Barrier Cost 

$510,920 

$947,430 

$666,140 

$2,124,490 

Cost per 
Residence 

$36,500 

$59,210 

$66,610 

$53,110 

The following gives a detailed discussion of each area in 
light of the qualification criteria. 

Area A i 

This area in 
Ave., and Emge Rd 
Loch Raven Blvd. 
March, 19 8 5 and M 
of impacted resid 
Noise levels for 
at the end of thi 

Research int 
this area showed 
the original high 

It was then 
approximately 150 
height would prot 
cost of approxima 
number of impacte 
$36,500. 

eludes residenc 
. along the inn 
Noise level me 

ay, 1988 were u 
ences, which ar 
specific locati 
s report in App 
o the dates of 
that 13 of the 
way constructio 
determined that 
0 feet long and 
ect all of the 
tely $510,920. 
d residences yi 

es on Lack 
er loop of 

awanna Rd., Wayne 
1-695, east of 

asurements conducted between 
sed to determine the number 
e highlighted on Figure 2. 
6ns in this area are listed 
endix A. 
constructi 
i4 impacte 

i n. 
a noise b 
averaging 

14 impacte 
Dividing 

elds a cos 

on of dwellings in 
d homes pre-dated 

arrier 
13.5 feet in 

d residences at a 
this cost by the 
t per residence of 
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Area B 

This area includes residences along Eddington Rd., 
Joppa Rd. , and Quentin Rd. aloncj the inner loop of 1-695, 
west of the Perring Parkway interchange.  In addition, the 
Amelia United Methodist Church land Child Care Center is 
located within the area.  Noise (measurements conducted 
between February, 1985 and May, J1988 for specific locations 
are shown in Appendix A.  Figure 2 shows the extent of 
impact and number of residences 'affected (those 
highlighted).  The church was included and counted as 5 
equivalent residences. 

Only 1 dwelling of the 17 impacted was constructed 
af.ter the highway. 

In this area, a noise barrier 2170 feet long and 
averaging 16 feet in height would be required at a cost of 
$947,430. " One particular problem in this area is that any 

. noise barrier, in order to be efjfective in the vicinity of 
Joppa Rd. and Quentin Rd., would have to extend across the 
1-695 overpass at Joppa Rd.  Alsjo, traffic noise influence 
from Joppa Rd. would limit the reduction in the overall 
"noise level in the area^ adjacent to Joppa Rd.  Sixteen (16) 
residences (including 5 equivalent residences for the 
church) could be protected at a Icost per residence of 
$59,210.  The one dwelling at the corner of Joppa Rd. and 
Quentin Ave. cannot be sufficiently protected due to traffic 
noise influence from Joppa Rd. 

Area C 

Oakl 
wes t 
cond 
d e t e 
high 
loca 

leve 
the 

appr 
woul 
imp a 
barr 
Rd 
calc 

This area includes re: 

o f the 

sidencjes along Jenifer, C 
eigh and Dunwoody Roads along the outer loop of 

a Road overpass.!  Noise mea 
19 8 8 wer 

„ j   along the outer 
w*. v,..- Joppa Road overpass.!  Noise measurement 

ucted between February, 1985 and June, 1988 we 
rruine the number of impacted residences, which 
lighted on Figure 2.  Measurjement results for s 
tions may be found in Appendix A. 
All but one of the dwellings in this area with 

Is above the impact threshold were constructed 
completion of 1-695. 
Detailed acoustical studies showed that a nois 
oximately 1450 feet long and averaging 17 feet 
d provide substantial noise reduction for the 
cted residences in the area.'  As in Area B, th 
ier would be 
The total cost 
ulates to a 

e 1 
B, the 

overpass 
the area.'  As 

required across! the ^ „.._ „.„,.. ._ 
of the barrier would be $666,14 

cost per residence of slightly over 

romwell, 
1-695, 

s 
e used to 
are 
pecific 

noise 
before 

e barrier 
in height 
0 
noise 
at Joppa 

0.  This 
$66,610. 
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Composite Area 

areas were combined and the In this analysis, all threej 
total project cost was divided by the total number of 
residences impacted and protected.  Total cost of the 
project would be $2,124,490.  Dividing this figure by the 
total residences protected (40), yields a cost-per 
residence of approximately $53,lil0. 

ANALYSIS AMD CONCLUSIONS 

From an acoust 
impacts from traffi 
addition, the fact 
prior to the comple 
consideration of no 
development in the 
the estimated cost 
to be considered re 
impacted with noise 
Based on the result 
which spanned a per 
of time periods, th 
residences (includi 
the maxrmum number 

ical standpoint, it is recognized that adverse 
c noise do exist in the study area.  In 
that a majority of the development existed 
tion of 1-695 qualifies the area for  ' 
ise barriers.  Howfever, the overall density of 
total study area is hot sufficient to justify 
of a noise barrier project.  For the project 
asonable in cost, 53 residences would have to 
levels at or above the 67 dBA' threshold, 

s of an intensive noise monitoring program 
iod of several years and covered a wide range 
e worst case impact zone identifies 41 
ng 5 equivalent residences for the church) as 
impacted. 

Area A, if considered separately', appears to be reasonable 
in cost.  The clustered development along Lackawanna Rd. and 
Wayne Ave. allows a noise barrier to provide protection for a 
larger number of residences for a given length and cost of 
barrier. 

Areas B and C as separate projects, would encounter problems 
and conditions that would limit the oX/erall effectiveness of 
noise barriers as a solution.  Structural capacity of the bridge 
over Joppa Rd. to accommodate noise barriers is questionable. 
Also, noise influence from traffic onfJoppa Rd. would keep noise 
levels elevated in the Joppa Rd. areai even if a noise barrier 
along 1-695 were built.  The fact that the development in these 
areas is less dense, requires more linear footage of barrier to 
protect each residence, thus making the cost per residence 
excessive. 
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ATTACHMENT B. 

NSA 

1-695 PERRING PARKWAY TO LOCH RAVEN BOULEVARD 

LOCATION DATE 
Leq 
[dBA! TIME 

/enr 

5' 

6 ' 

8724 Oakleigh Road 

8715/8713/8711 Oakleigh Rd 

Dunwoody Rd. Across from 
1760 

8708 Jenifer Road 

8704 Jenifer Road 

8726/8723 Eddington Rd 

8752 Lackawanna Road 

10 

8645 Quentin Avenue 

8729 Emge Road 

8627^ Quentin Avenue 

2/19/85 

2/19/85 

3/28/85 

2/19/85 

2/19/85 

4/16/85 

2/19/85 

2/19/85 

3/26/85 

3/26/85 

-4^-1-5-/85 

10/17/85 

3/26/85 

4/16/85' 

10/17/85 

71,70 1:45 p.m., 1:55 p.nv. 

6 8 * 2:10 p.m. 

69,70 2:54 p.m., 3:04 p.m. 

70,70 2:30 p.m., 2:40 p.m. 

64 3:00 p.m. 

65 10:08 a.m. 

67,66 3:20 p.m., 3:30 p.m. 

71 3:50p.m. •*, 

70 3:21 p.m. 

6-9- • -•*- 1:04 -p:m: 

68 9:25 a.m. 

67 2:52 p.m. 

67 9:33 a.m. 

63 10:00 a.m. 

NOTE:   Locations are shown on Figure 2 and  correspond  to the  number  in the  circle C   j 



EXHIBIT   2 
MR.  JACK    JEWELL RESIDENCE 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 
BALTIMORE COUNTY 

J^ 
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1 
DIURNAL   NOISE ANALYSIS   

LOCATION: Back yard of O' I  *rfc- £-/ 
8635 Quentin Road J l"^   " 
Baltimore, Maryland 21235 

ROADWAY: Interstate  Route  695   (Baltimore  Beltway) 

DATE'(S):     30 July -   31  July,   1987 

for each measurement.period   (in 

SITE #4    Location shown  on Figure 2 in the  square | [. 

1)    The  "equivalent sound level", which is a measure of the average acoustic energy 
this case,  1 hour). 
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NOTE: All  site  locations  for  this  area  arc  shown  on  Figure  2 

and  correspond to the  numbejr  in  the  square   j | . 
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State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

'asO^ 
& 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,   MAR YLAND 2] 022 

November 30, 1988 

Mrs. Jack Jewell 
863 5 Quentin Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 

Dear Mrs. Jewell 

Enclosed is the missing attachment to our last letter dated 
November 21, 1988 regarding the noijse barrier along 1-695 at 
Providence Road.  I regret any inconvenience this omission may 
have caused. \ 

Sincerely, 

fi D. Polcak 
Environmental Specialist 
Leader 
Acousf-ic Analysis Group 

• 

KDP:eh 
Attachment 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - |1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707   North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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Matyland Department of Trdnsportation 
State Highway Administration 

& 

^fiSoTs^ 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

November 21, 1988 

Mrs. Jack Jewell 
8635 Quentin Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 

Dear Mrs. Jewell: 

I am writing to follow up your recent meeting with Mr. 
Eugene Miller and Mr. Ken Polcak, ofjmy staff, concerning 
additional noise studies in the Oakleigh community, adjacent to 
1-695. I 

Enclosed is a copy of the map showing our proposed 
additional noise monitoring sites for your area.  The proposed 
sites are shown in red.  Previously tested locations are shown in 
blue.  We have tenatively scheduled the additional testing for 
the first full week of December, weather permitting.  We will 
contact you around December 1st to update you on the actual 
starting date and to confirm that the community is satisfied with 
our proposed testing plan.  Please contact us if you have any 
questions, or additional suggestionsjconcerning the plan. 

•Also, as you discussed recentlyjwith Mr. Polcak, I have 
enclosed information regarding the recently constructed noise 
barrier at Providence Road. j 

Thank you for your cooperation, j 

tte 
Charles B. Adams 
Chief, Buredu of Lanscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
Enclosures 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller 

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 

My telephone number is (301)- 

Teletypewrlter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

n\\ Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Mrs. Carolyn Keefe 
5931 Linthicum Lane 
Linthicum, Maryland 21090 

Dear Mrs. Keefe: 

This is a follow-up to my November 30, 1988 letter to you to 
report the results of our investigation of the several issues 
regarding noise barriers on the Baltimore Beltway (1-695). 

The first issue concerned the noise increase attributable to 
addition of the third lane in each; direction of the Beltway. 
The results of our computer simulation of the 4 lane vs. 6 lane 
highway showed that the maximum increase resulting from expanding 
the Beltway from 4 to 6 lanes was 1-2 decibels (dBA).  The" number 
of impacted residences is the same for both the 4 arid 6 lane 
conditions, thus the cost per resilience would not vary from that 
previously calculated and reported, to you. 

We are continuing to coordinalte with the Mass Transit 
Administration concerning the potential noise impact upon your 
area from the proposed light rail facility.  As soon as 
information becomes available I will forward this to you. 

We will perform additional noise level monitoring once the 
construction at this beltway and MD 3 is finished. 

We have investigated earth mounding and landscape screening 
in lieu of noise barriers.  It appears that some additional 
mounding may be feasible in the vicinity of 5935 to 5943 
Linthicum Lane and supplemental evergreen screen plantings are 
also possible.  We will present these studies in more detail at a 
meeting as we discussed in our recent phone conversation.  This 
discussion will also focus on the timing of any of this work. 

We also checked to determine the causes of impact noise on 
1-695.  In general, the impact noises were found to emanate from 
heavy trucks crossing the concrete pavement joints.  Such 
vehicles as unloaded dump trucks with loose tailgates, car 
carriers, and other similar vehicles were observed.  There were 
no specific locations that could be identified as a particular 
problem, however, the general age and condition of the entire 
road surface is such that irregularities do exist which result in 
impact noise events. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltlmora, Maryland 21203-0717 
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Mrs. Carolyn Keefe 
Page two 

The Administration is presently negotiating with the 
contractor working at 1-695 and Md. 3 to have the original two 
lanes of the beltway reconstructed*  The problem of impact noises 
is due primarily to the deteriorated condition of the pavement in 
these two lanes.  If we can negotiate an acceptable price we 
anticipate that this work will be done this year. 

After you have had the opportunity to read this letter, 
please contact me so we can schedule a meeting to further discuss 
these points. 

Lrles B. Adams 
Landscape Architecture Division 

CBA/db 
cc:  Eugene Miller, Jr. 
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November 30, 1988 

Mrs. Carolyn A. Keefe 
5931 Linthicum Lane 
Linthicum, Maryland  21090 

Dear Mrs. Keefe: 

I am writing as a follow up to the meeting hield on October 
.18th in Annapolis concerning the issue of noise barriers adjacent 
to the Linthicum Lane area on 1-695. 

i . 

As a result of the meeting, we will investigate and respond 
to the following: 

1. Determine any noise increase attributable to the 
addition of a third lane to each roadway of the 
beltway, over and above that which would have resulted 
without the lane addition.  This will also include the 
issue of cost per residence. 

2. Determine the potential increase in noise from the 
proposed light rail system. 

3. Monitor noise levels after the completion of the 
current construction at 1-695 and MD. Route 3. 

, 4. investigate alternativesjto noise barrier construction 
including earth berms, plantings and screen fencing if 
noise barriers are not warranted. 

321-3521 



Mrs. Carolyn A. Keefe 
December 1, 1988 
Page  2 

pn 

Look at including landscaping in the noise abatement 
project at the Baltimore-iWashington Parkway and 1-695. 

Check on the schedule for repaying of the section of I- 
695 south of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway. 

7.   Investigate causes of impact noise on 1-695 in the 
vicinity of MD. 170 and the Baltimore-Washington 
Parkway and determine if jthey can be corrected. 

i 

These seven items are my understanding of the information 
your community has requested.  We expect to have our- 
investigations completed by the end of January 1989.  We will 
contact you with the results by mid-February.  If your 
understanding is different or you"have other questions please 
contact me at your convenience. 
3521. 

Myj telephone number is 321- 

''* 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams, Chief  ;^ 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

*•-:  '•*.'. 

/>^;- 

CBA/sl ; 
cc:  Senator Michael Wagner 

Delegate Tyras S. Athey 
Delegate Patrick C. Scannello 
Delegate George T. Schmincke 



Maryland Department ofTransportatm 
State Highway Administration 

PLEASE HEPLY TO: 
UUREAUOF LANDSCAPE ARCIMTEC.TURE 
2323 WEST JOPl'A ROAfi 
llROOKI.ANin'Il.I.I.',   MAHYLANI) 21022 

n1> Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

October 14, 1988 

Mrs. Carolyn Keefe 
5931 Linthicum Lane 
Linthicum, Maryland 

Dear Mrs. Keefe: 

21090 

As requested during your recent telephone conversation with 
Mr. Ken Polcak of ny staff, I am enclosing a copy of the State 
Highway Administration's formal Noise Policy. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sj 

B. Mams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA/jb 
Enclosure 
cc: K. D. Polcak 

E. J. Miller, Jr. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 
321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro -j- 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, (Maryland  21203-0717 
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December, 20, 1988 

'**"••"' 

Mrs. S.' Leishear ." *•) \  "       "• ''''"'' '" .;'"'"'•' T? "' '• "* ^:i''- 
4978 Keppler Road J.  ,!   \    -   ; -      !   - •"  '- ' ' 
Gamp Springs, Maryland  20031 '""' ' ,.   ; 

"'•I       •"       - "        -.,._,.*."'.'•'       • '    * 

•' - *        v. • * 

Dear Mrs. Leishear' - 
.•,'.*'•       -: *• ? ^ * - 

* I am writing to inform you^of the results of_our recent        ; 
landscape feasibility study for Keppler Road, adjacent' to 1-495.4 ' - ' 

We have completed the studies and have'determined/, that ^ it is^X \ A 
possible to supplement tlie existing vegetation^with a'dclitiqnal \ i*j ', 
landscape plantings. .This will provide a visual screen from the_ ,, , , 
traffic, which could provide 'some psychological^ relief- from'j-the -  '"« 
noise which you currently * ' — —  JWU—.- 
plantings^will cons 
accompanied by some .^.^^^^vwv.^ ^^~^*. +.*.*..,„*,  »-w„*^.^ w. —^^^ ..ww^^^.^  ^«^ 

A landscape designt.based< ori'^he feasibility-.p^an will/be.  '•",.V-" 
developed this winter and planting for the project -wi 1^-tj)e 
accomplished next spring/   ' ^ • ' '   ' "      '-"->'• 

appearance. 

'> < 

r,- ?-.s 

-^ , I trust this satisfies your, understanding 'in this matter. . i*; J - ', 
Thank ^you for your patience and cooperation. V-;T^/.'"'•'. "-t-^ "'"i^icL^,  W1"*'•* 

-  * .^' ' ' 'Sindefely, -'- .v *'U r^^, ..^^';'V  -"/...-! 

CBA/eh* **".••. 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller 

Mr. Paul A. Georgipu 

bcc: Mr."Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 

Charles B. Adams* Chief '" 
Bureau of Landscape* Architecture 

Z.'*; -^^ 

•. ^i 



•7S/3-P 

<P 

September 22, 1988 

Mrs. S. Leishear 
4978 Keppler Road 
Camp Springs, Maryland 20031 

Dear Mrs. Leishear: 

Thank you for your recent telephone inquiry concerning the 
possibility of landscaping in the vicinity of Keppler Road, 
adjacent to 1-95 (Capital Beltway). 

We have initiated a study in your area to determine the 
feasibility of landscape plantings, which will provide some 
relief from the traffic noise problem you are experiencing. 

i 
The study will take approximately! three months, at which 

time we will contact you with the results.  Thank you for 
bringing your concerns to my attention. 

Sipcerely, 
*:V 

Charles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 

-M 
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Maryland Department ofTmnsportation 
State Highway Administration 

Hi 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

August 8, 1988 

Linthicum Hills Homeowners 
Association Executive Board 
c/o Mr. Barry Scheitlin and 

Ms. Mary Topa 
P.O. Box 25 
Linthicum, Maryland  21090 

Dear Mr. Scheitlin and Ms. Topa: A 

Thank you for your July 10th commlents on behalf of the 
Linthicum Hills Homeowners Association!. 

We are aware of your concern about the impacts of the 1-695/ 
MD 295 interchange proposals and can understand your preference 
for the no-build alternate or Alternate 2-Option 3 at 1-895.  We 
will be considering your preferences as we put together a recom- 
mendation over the next few months.   I 

The possibility of providing sound barriers for your neigh- 
borhood has been investigated.  There are a number of criteria 
that must be met for an area to qualify for noise barriers under 
the Maryland State Highway Administration's noise policy.  The 
change in noise level as a result of the project is one criterion. 
We do not use the change in noise level that has occurred since 
the houses were constructed because this is the result of a gen- 
eral ^ increase in traffic, not a result of State Highway Adminis- 
tration improvements.  The other criteria we consider are: 

whether the Federal Highway Administration noise abatement 
criterion of 57 dBA is exceeded 

whether noise abatement is feasible 

whether noise abatement can be provided for approximately 
$40,000 per residence j; 

whether a majority of the affected residences were there 
before the highway 

My telephone number is (301)        333-1110 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 



r 
Mr. Scheitlin and Ms. Topa I /^ 
Page Two 

In the case of this project, the plroposed improvements do 
not create a significant increase in noise level.  In addition, 
the cost for providing a noise barrier jis greater than $40,000 
per house and your neighborhood was nod there before the highway. 
Therefore, your community does not qualify for the construction 
of noise barriers. ! 

We will be installing a fence around your community as part 
of the proposed improvements.  In addition, landscaping will be 
investigated during the final design stl'age of the project.  An 
effort will be made to provide additional landscaping for neigh- 
borhoods<-such as yours that will not be1 receiving noise barriers. 
Mr. Charles Adams, Chief of the Bureau ,of Landscape Architecture, 
will receive a copy of this letter to make him aware of your 
concern. 

| 

Every effort will be made to limit the amount of trees im- 
pacted by the project.  However, there [are times when space is 
needed that is beyond the actual roadway area.  I do not antici- 
pate that this would be required in your area, but a final 
determination will not be made until final design of the project. 
Once this project has been designed, Mr. Frank Rosensweig, the 
project engineer, will be able to provide you with up-to-date 
information regarding this issue.  Mr. 'Rosensweig's telephone 
number is 333-1269. 

In the meantime, if you have any further questions, please 
feel free to call Ms. Catherine Pecorajat 333-1191. 

Very truly vours. 
! 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP:tn ' 

: m 
V  M 

cc: /Mr. Edward H. Meehan 
Mr. Charles Adams 
Mr. Frank Rosensweig 
Ms. Catherine Pecora 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

r%?SofS^ 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary \ 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

\ 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

November 1, 1988 

Mr. Richard Lonigro i 
1-B Pafel Road j 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Mr. Lonigro: 

I am writing to advise you of .the status of noise abatement 
studies in the area of your residence adjacent to U.S. Route 50. 

-rr  At present, noise measurements have not been completed. 
This work should be accomplished within the next few months.   In 
addition, an investigation will begin shortly to see if earth 
mounding is feasible for any of the areas along U.S. Route 50. 
We should know the results of the^e studies by the end of the    * 
year. 

; You may expect to hear from me when these studies are 
completed.  If you have any questions in the meantime, please let 
me know. 1 

Sincerely, 

^^ 

EugeneW-/ Miller, 
Special Assistant to the Chief 

EJMrprc 
cc:  Mr. Ernie Hodshon 

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 

My telephone number is (301) J     321-3530 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore.  Maryland  21203-0717 
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BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
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Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 
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Sepltember   30,    1988 

Mr. Elmer Mack 
P.O. Box 693 
Sparks, Maryland 21152 

Dear Mr. Mack: [ 

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent 
noise studies in the Priceville communii'ty adjacent to 1-83. 

As you know, a thorough noise monitoring program was 
conducted at seven locations in the community and included a 24- 
hour measurement study at your home.  A copy of the results is 
attached for your information.  The 24-jhour study was conducted 
to determine the peak noise level period.  Additional 
measurements were then taken during the morning peak period 
between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m.  As you can see, of the seven locations 
studied, four experienced noise levels .at or above our impact 
threshold of 67 decibels (dBA).        | 

From this data, it was determined that a maximum of five 
residences in the community (those closest to the highway) were 
impacted and, therefore, considered infthe feasibility analysis 
for a noise barrier.  The homes and' properties are scattered over 
a substantial distance of highway, which would require a noise 
barrier approximately 1800 feet, in length at a total cost of 
over $750,000 (cost is based upon our standard noise barrier 
system, which is a pre-cast concrete wall placed within the 
highway right-of-way).  Dividing this figure by the five impacted 
residences yields a cost per residencejof over $150,000, well 
above our $40,000 limit. 

For areas where noise barriers are too costly, we can 
consider the feasibility of earth mounding and landscaping to 
provide some measure of relief.  We have initiated studies to 
determine if mounding is feasible in this area.  The study 
should be completed by the end of November.  We will advise you 
of the results in mid- December. 

My telephone number is (301)_ 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert  St.,  Baltimore,! Maryland   21203-0717 
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Mr. Elmer Mack 
September 30, 1988 
Page 2 

Thank you for your cooperation during the field measurement 
process.  If you have any questions, or) would like additional 
information, please feel free to contact me. 

CBA:prc 
Attachments 

Charles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of] Landscape Architecture 

cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 
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Ms. Judy P. Martin 
.35 Lake Drive 

v Bel Air, Maryland  21014 

Dear Ms. Martin: 

I   am  writing   to   report   to   you  the   results   of   our   recent 
noise   level,  studies   in  your  comrnunity,   adjacent  to  MD  24. 

"•"'.'''..'.'' ' ' 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 
criteria  must  be  met: 

;—     noise   levels  must   exceed  the   impact  threshold   level   of   67 
'••'" •:; • •.-:  decibels   (dBA) ; 

--  a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
-V; "•••' highway; 

%}'^-.-r  construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

f4,)';-;7;i .cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000; 

seventy-five percent (75%) of 
favor the project; and 

the affected residents must 

--  funds must be available. 

Our study consisted of several short-term measurements (10- 
20 minutes in duration) at your residence, and a 24-hour 
measurement: at 37 Lake Drive. The1 measurements taken at your 
home revealed average noise levels of 49-52 decibels. Based on 
the 24-hour study, we determined tliat the noise level may be a 
maximum of two decibels higher (51-54 dBA) than our actual 
measurements, but still well below the 67 decibel threshold. 
Therefore, we cannot consider noise abatement measures for. the 
area. i 

• A: My telephone number is (301) 

'    ' Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Bsitlmore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metrd - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Tod Free 

707  North Ca!vert   St.,  SaHlmwA,  Msryi&r.d  #1263-0717 

•A; - fc<ui .,**. '.•SSSSffi-J:-. ..I .KS'- 
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Ms. Judy P. 
Page 2 

Martin 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to 
your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our policy.as it 
relates to your community. 

HK:pre > 

bec: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Doulass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kasfeoff 
Administrator 

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss-SHA 11/14/88  3 21-3609 
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PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,   MARYLAND 21022 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Sepltember 30, 1988 

Mr. Vincent A. Martin 
16 Bellclaire Circle 
Sparks, Maryland  21152 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

I am writing in response to your recent letter concerning 
our noise studies in the Priceville community adjacent to 1-83. 

For an area to qualify for our Noise Abatement Program, all 
of the following criteria must be met: 

•.''••. ' 

Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA); I 

A majority of the residences must have preceded the highway; 

Construction of an effective noiseibarrier must be feasible; 

Cost must be reasonable; cost per Residence may not exceed 
$40,000; 

Seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor 
the project; and 

Funds must be available. 

The studies included a thorough noise monitoring program at 
* seven locations in the community with a 24-hour measurement study 

at 18 Bellclare Circle to determine the peak noise level period. 
A copy of the results is attached for your information. 
Additional measurements were then taken during the morning peak 
period between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m.  As you can see, of the seven 
locations studied four experienced noise levels at or above our 
impact threshold of 67 decibels (dBA). 

My telephone number is (301 ). 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - J1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. Vincent A. Martin 
September 30, 1988 
Page 2 

From this data, it was determined that a maximum of five 
residences in the community (those closest to the highway) were 
impacted and, therefore, considered in the feasibility analysis 
for a noise barrier.  The homes and properties are scattered over 
a substantial distance of highway, which would require a noise 
barrier approximately 1800 feet in lengjth at a total cost of over 
$750,000 (cost is based on our  standard noise barrier system, 
which is a pre-cast concrete wall placed within the highway 
right-of-way).  Dividing this figure by the five impacted 
residences yields a cost per residence ijf over $150,000, well 
above our $40,000 limit. 

For areas where noise barriers aretoo costly, we can 
consider the feasibility of earth mounding and landscaping to 
provide some measure of relief.  Based on recent additional 
requests from other residents of the conmunity, we have initiated 
studies to determine if mounding is feasible in the area.  The 
study should be completed by the end of 'November, 
you of the results in mid-December. 

We will advise 

Thank you for your interest.  If you have any questions, or 
would like additional information, please feel free to contact 
us . 

Charles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
* Attachments 

cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr, 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 
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PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BHOOKLANDVILLE,  MAR YLAND 21022 

November 7, 1988 

Ms. Helen McGarrigle 
1550 Sulphur Spring Road 
Arbutus, Maryland 21227 

Dear Ms. McGarrigle: 

I am writing to report to you the results of the recent 
traffic noise level studies conducted in your community, adjacent 
to the I-695/I-95 interchange.  The studies were initiated based 
on requests received at the June, 1988 Location/Design Public 
Hearing for the expansion of the BJaltimore Beltway. 

For a community to be considejred for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

noise  levels must exceed  the impact  threshold level  of 
67 decibels (dBA); | 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; ! 

-' construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000; 

seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must 
favor the project; and 

funds must be available. 

Figure I (attached) outlines 'the study area.  The goal of 
the study was to determine the extent and degree of noise impact 
experienced in the community.  Short-term noise measurements 
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) were taken at 14 locations, as 
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m.  A 24-hour test 
was conducted at site 3, the results of which are shown on Figure 
III. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 
321-352\ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro I- 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,i Maryland   21203-0717 
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Ms. Helen McGarrigle 
November 7, 1988 
Page 2 

As you can see on Figure II, (there are two noise level 
values shown.  The top value is the actual noise level measured 
at the indicated site.  The bottom| value is the maximum noise 
leveil that could be expected at each site.  This value was 
determined by adjusting the measured values based on the maximum 
noise level found during the 24-hour test.  The maximum noise 
level period during the 24-hour study was 6-7 a.m., when levels 

Kan during the 9-11 a.m. period 
taken).  Therefore, we 

were three decibels (dBA) higher t 
(when short-term measurements were 
projected that the highest noise ifevel that could be expected at 
any of the sites would be 3 dBA greater than the actual measured 
value.  Based on this information,!'a noise impact zone was 
esrtablished, as shown on Figure IV;  The shaded area represents 
the maximum extent of traffic noise impact in the community. 

The area of highest noise levels is found along Old Sulphur 
Spring Road, where the residences are closest to and generally at 
the same elevation as the highway.! Only four residences in this 
area are impacted above the 67 dBA threshold.  A barrier 500-600 
feet in length would be required, at a cost of well over 
$240,000 which yields a cost per residence of over $6.0,000.  This 
substantially exceeds our limit of I$40,000.  In the vicinity of 
Benson Avenue, limited impact (2-31 residences) and cost also make 
a noise barrier impractical.      j 

The wooded area and embankment identified on Figure II do 
provide some benefits.  The woodedjarea provides a significant 
visual screen, particularly for the residents on Lister, Dewitt, 
and portions of Larlin and Marsha Roads.  There may also be some 
minor noise reduction realized. 
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Ms. Helen McGarrigle 
November 7, 1988 
Page 3 

, I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response, but 
hope that I have clarified our policy as it relates to your 
community.  If you have any questions regarding the study 
results, please feel free to contact us. 

arles B; Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
Attachments 

cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr, 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A, Gauss 
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BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

)q4 Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary ; 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

November 7, 1988 

Mr. John Merson 
5001 Benson Avenue 
Arbutus, Maryland  21227 

Dear Mr. Merson 

I am writing to report to you:the results of the recent 
traffic noise and vibration studies conducted at your home 
adjacent to 1-695.  The studies wepe initiated based upon your 
request at the June 1988 Location/Design Public Hearing for the 
expansion of 1-695. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under  i 
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: j 

noise  levels must exceed  the impact  threshold level  of 
67 decibels (dBA); 

-' a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; j 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000; 

seventy-five percent (75%) of jthe affected residents must 
favor the project; and       I 

funds must be available. 

My telephone number is (301) *<•*•' ^-^ ' 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North Calvert   St.,   Baltimore, Maryland   21203-0717 
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Mr. John Merson 
November 7, 1988 
Page 2 

The studies conducted at your home consisted of simultaneous 
testing of both airborne noise and) ground vibrations generated 
from passing trucks on 1-695.  The average noise level measured 
was 66 decibels (dBA).  Though this level did not exceed the 
impact threshold, it is likely that the 67 decibel threshold 
would be exceeded during  periods bf heavier traffic.  From 
another study recently conducted in the Arbutus area, we 
determined that the potential "worjst case" noise levels may be 3- 
4 dBA higher during periods of heavier traffic. 

Assuming that noise levels dol exceed the 67 decibel 
threshold, the feasibility and potjential cost of a noise barrier 
for the area was analyzed.  Because the highway is substantially 
higher in elevation than the adjacent homes, the edge of the 
roadway is serving as a partial nojise barrier.  As a result, only 
2-3 residences are impacted.  This makes the cost per residence 
for a noise barrier well above our] limit of $40,000. 

In addition to the average noise level, the maximum, or peak 
noise level was noted for individujal trucks that passed by the 
test site.  The peak noise levels were found to be approximately 
77 dBA.  These peak noise level readings were made simultaneously 
with vibration measurements in an attempt to relate the peak 
noise level with the vibration levels.  The results showed that 
while the levels of vibration were annoying, they were well below 
the'threshold where structural damage could result.  The 
vibrations were generally of short duration, and on the same 
order of magnitude as those produded by normal activities within 
the structure, such as walking or closing doors.  After examining 
the results, it was concluded that the major source of vibration 
within the house is likely the airborne noise and not ground 
vibration. ; 



Mr. John Merson 
November 7, 1988 
Page 3 

I trust this information has sufficiently presented our 
study results.  If you have any qujestions, please feel free to 
contact us. 

Charles B^ Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 
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November 7, 1988 

Mr. Dave Mocko 
1560 Lister Road 
Arbutus, Maryland 21227 

Dear Mr. Mocko: 

I am writing to report to you the results of the recent 
traffic noise level studies conducted in your community, adjacent 
to the I-695/I-95 interchange.  The studies were initiated based 
on requests received at the June,j 1988 Location/Design Public 
Hearing for the expansion of the Baltimore Beltway. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: I 

noise  levels must exceed  the impact  threshold level  of 
67 decibels (dBA); 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; • 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $401,000; 

seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must 
favor the project; and     !; 

funds must be available.    j: 

Figure I (attached) outlines  the study area.  The goal of 
the study was to determine the extent and degree of noise impact 
experienced in the community.  Short-term noise measurements 
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) [were taken at 14 locations, as 
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m.  A 24-hour test 
was conducted at site 3, the results of which are shown on.Figure 
III. [ 

My telephone number is (301). 327-352/ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
38 3-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
! 
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Mr. Dave Mocko 
November 7, 1988 
Page 2 

As you can see on Figure II, there are two noise level 
values shown.  The top value is th;e actual noise level measured 
at the indicated site.  The bottom1 value is the maximum noise 
level that could be expected at each site.  This value was 
determined by adjusting the measured values based on the maximum 
noise level found during the 24-hour test.  The maximum noise 
level period during the 24-hour study was 6-7 a.m., when levels 
were three decibels (dBA) higher than during the 9-11 a.m. period 
(when short-term measurements were taken).  Therefore, we 
projected that the highest noise llevel that could be expected at 
any of the sites would be 3 dBA greater than the actual measured 
value.  Based on this information,]; a noise impact zone was 
established, as shown on Figure IV*.  The shaded area represents 
the maximum extent of traffic noise impact in the community. 

The area of highest noise levels is found along Old Sulphur 
Spring Road, where the residences are closest to and generally at 
the same elevation as the highway.!:  Only four residences in this 
area are impacted above the 67 dBA threshold.  A barrier 500-600 
feet in length would be required, at a cost of well over 
$240,000 which yields a cost per ijesidence of over $60,000.  This 
substantially exceeds our limit of $40,000.  In the vicinity of 
Benson Avenue, limited impact (2-3 residences) and cost also make 
a noise barrier impractical.     i 

The wooded area and embankment identified on Figure II do 
provide some benefits.  The wooded area provides a significant 
visual screen, particularly for the residents on Lister, Dewitt, 
and portions of Larlin and MarshaJRoads.  There may also be some 
minor noise reduction realized. 
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Mr. Dave Mocko 
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hope th^rL^Lmrouf^n: r^i? rernse'but 
community.      if   vOU   hav„   „„„     ,    p":Xic^   as   11   relates   to   your 
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irles   B.   Adams,   Chief 
Bureau   of   Landscape  Architecture 

CBA:prc 
Attachments 

cc:      Mr.   Eugene   J.   Miller,   Jr. 
Mr.   Kenneth   D.   Polcak 
Ms.   Patricia  A.   Gauss 
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RECEIVED 
Ms.   Denise  E.   Myers 
2953   Freeway 
Baltimore,   Maryland     21227 

Dear  Ms.   Myers: 

?EP  29-1988' 

BUR. OF LANDSC*»£ 
ARCHITECTURE 

I am writing to follow up my Jiune 3rd letter to you on the 
status of our recent noise studies 'in the vicinity of your home 
adjacent  to  the  Baltimore-Washington! Parkway   (MD  295). 

A final decision has not been made concerning noise 
barriers. However, the Draft Envirjonmental Impact Statement for 
this highway project, published in May, indicates that though, 
noise levels do exceed the Federal criteria.of-67'decibels, no 
substantial noise increases are anticipated-asra •result of the 
construction.. We expect a finalj; decision concerning noise 
barriers  this winter,   at which  time we will  contact you. 

We are currently proceeding with design of a landscaping 
plan to be implemented following completion of the current 
highway project. The area adjaceht to your community will be 
heavily planted with both evergreen and deciduous trees, which 
will provide a visual screen and possibly afford some perceived 
relief   from  the  traffic  noise. 

If you have any questions at this time, please feel free to 
call Mr. Charles Adams, Chief ojf our Bureau of Landscape 
Architecture,   at   (301)   321-3521. ! 

Sincerely, 
OBIOTAL SIG^B BY* 

HAL jKASSOW 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/sl    / 
cct^^^Mx.   Charles  B.   Adams 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 
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June 3, 19 

Ms. Denise E. Myers 
2953 Freeway J 
Baltimore, Maryland  21227     ! 

Dear Ms. Myers: 

Thank you for your recent 
impacts in the vicinity of your home adjacent to Maryland Route 
2 95. 

letter concerning noise 

In order to consider an area for inclusion in our 
retrofit Noise Abatement Program,; all of the following criteria 
must be met: ; 

Noise levels must equal or exceed the impact threshold 
of 67 decibels.        ' >-I '-.'= •'''•  -,".,'•-•-•• 

The majority of the impacted residences must have been 
constructed prior to the highway. 

An effective solution to reduce the noise must be 
available. 

The cost of noise mitigation must be reasonable. 
Currently, cost per protected residence may not exc^^d 
$40,000. ; 

The project must be acceptkble to 
peoole affected. '" 

'5 percent of :ne 

9 

l-ioise levels measured in the area ranged from 61 to 54 
cec:..Dels, and the development of your ccmmunit-/ occurred after 
zhe highway, making the area ineligible for our retrofit Noise 
Abatement Program. j 

Noise studies in conjunction with the proposed upgrading 
of the Baltimore-"Washington Parkway are underway by our'Project 
Development office. These studies will determine the extent of 
future noise impacts as a result of the highway widening, and 
if a barrier is warranted as a result of this project. We 
should reach a decision concerning this area by the end of this 
year, at which time we will contact you. 

My telephone number is (301 )_^ 

Teletypewriter 'for 
383-7555 BaJtlmcre Metro - 565-0451 D.C 

slmpalred Hearing or Speech 
Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Tdl Free 

707   North  Calvert  St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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Ms. Denise B. Myers 

Page Two 

In addition, we will investigate the opportunities for 
landscaping to establish a visual] buffer between the hiqhwav 
and your community.  This study Jill take approximately four 
months^to complete.  We will contact you with the results in 
the fall.  In the meantime, if yop have any additional 
questions please feel free to contact Mr. Charles Adams, Chief 
of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at 321-3521. 

Thank you for your interest in our Noise Abatement 
Program. 

Sine 

. Hal Kassoff - 
Administfatbr 

HK/prc        - 

cc:   Mr. Charles Adams 
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October 18, 1988 

Mr. Richard E. Petty 
100 Old Mill Bottom Road 
Annapolis, Maryland   21401 

Dear Mr. Petty: | 

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent 
studies concerning traffic noise at your home, adjacent to U.S 
Route 50. I 

For an area to be considered for the State Highway 
Administration's Noise Abatement Program, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

-- Noise levels must meet or exceed! the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA); 

—A majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; ! 

-- Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

-- Cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may not 
exceed $40,000; 1 

-- At least 75% of the affected residents must favor the project; 
and . 

-- Funds must be available.       , 

My telephone number is (301)   1  321-3521  

Teletypewriter for Impali-ed Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metrb - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North Calvert  St.,  Baltlmorb,  Maryland  21203-0717 



Mr. Richard 
October 18, 
Page 2 

E. Petty 
1988 

H^ 

Our studies involved monitoring! traffic noise levels at 
three locations on your property.  Nloise levels exceeded the 67 
decibel impact threshold at two of the three test sites.  This 
level is applicable to residential land use and is the same as 
the Federal Highway Administration (IFHWA) regulations on traffic 
noise impact.  The tabulated results are attached for your 
information, as is a copy of the actual printout from the noise 
monitor as you requested.  These results satisfy the first 
requirement for consideration of a rioise barrier. 

If your residence was built prior to the construction of 
U.S. Route 50, the State would consider a noise barrier under 
current policy.  Assuming that the Residence meets the second 
requirement regarding date of construction, we conducted an 
evaluation of the feasibility of a noise barrier for the 
property. 

For a noise barrier to be effective for the area at your 
house, the barrier would have to wrap around both ends of the 
property, a distance of at least 250-300 linear feet, and be a 
minimum of 16 feet in height.  The maximum benefit would only be 
realized in the yard and ground level of the house, and would not 
provide substantial noise reduction]for the upper story of the 
house.  The cost of such a barrier would exceed $100,000, which 
is well above our per-residence limit of $40,000.  Thus, it does 
not meet our criterion for cost effectiveness.  I trust this 
answers your concerns and the questions you raised. 

I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response 
however; if you have any questions,!; please feel free to contact 
me. 1 

Charles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of (Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
Attachments 
cc:  Mr. E.J 

Mr. K.D. 
Ms. P.A. 

Miller, 
Polcak 
Gauss 

Jr 



^08-1985 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration \ 

Qfi& Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff . 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
DROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

Dedember 21, 1988 

Mr. William Pickett 
First Technology Corporation 
P. 0. Box 4 4 46 
Alexandria, Virginia   22303 

Dear Bill: 

Enclosed is a copy of the report summarizing the freeze/thaw 
testing of the absorptive sound barrier panel performed by the 
Federal Highway Administration.    I 

The report is pretty much self --explanatory.  The concern you 
shared with me regarding the methodj, of handling the panels is 
not specifically addressed in the report.  Although this may have 
had some effect, the magnitude of the panel failure would suggest 
to me other causes besides the handlling methods. 

Please contact me when you've had^an opportunity to review 
the report. 

fjles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA/eh 
Enclosure 

My telephone number is (301)- 

Teletypewrlter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore! Maryland  21203-0717 
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Maiyland Department of Tmnsportatiqn 
State Highway Admihistratioh 

£<# Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary j 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 

BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

Resident 
419 Biggs Avenue 
Frederick, Maryland 

Dear Resident: 

21701 

November 4, 1988 

I am writing to update you and the other residents of your 
community on the status of our noise studies for Biggs Avenue, 
adjacent to U.S. Route 15. 

As I indicated in my January 22nd letter to Ms. Paulette 
Kolb, our research into the potential cost-effectiveness of a 
noise barrier requires new mapping and more detailed studies of 
the area.  Our investigations are underway and we anticipate that 
they will be completed by the end of this year.  I will contact 
you and the other residents in the area with the results by mid- 
January 1989. i 

Charles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc:  Ms. Paulette L. Kolb 

Mr. Wayne Clingan, District Engineer 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 
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NovmbeA 3,  19&& 
i 

The ^ollouolng ptuonA /izczlvnd the. mcloAzd loXttA'. 

1. IK6. Sibyl LZppa/U ' 

2. M6. BeXtt/ /^cngeA I1 

3. M^6. J. kl^fitd CutAcul | 

4. MA..  FA.(ZHC-C6 Holdzn | 

5. M6.  Q,aXhtnA.n<L l/on VOMCH 

6. M6. Vdbblz OA-anczak 

'•• 7. M/i.  Lloyd M.  Fog£e. 

"S.-'-TMA..  £ Mta.  Fsie.deAA.di Fleming 

9. M6. Made^/ine SeegeA 

10. MA.. g M^6. Jamei H. Bow>eA. 

11. R6.. F£oAx.an LindneA 

12. MA; Rath G^oue 

13. MA. Martha OuicWet/ 

14. M6. Sa££(/ Sm^tfi 

15. MA. Wat/ne TuckeA. 

16. MA. C£c[Aence E.  POIOCA 



^908-195,9 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Q& 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
<-    BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDV1LLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

\ 

September 9, 1988 

Resident 
5501 Hill Way 
Suitland, Maryland 20746 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Thank you for responding to our recent questionnaire 
concerning the noise barriers on l495 from MD Route 5 to Auth 
Road. | 

I have read your letter and can understand your concern with 
the apparent drainage problem adjacent to your property.  I am 
forwarding your request to Mr. Michael Snyder, District Engineer, 
who is responsible for the highways in your area.  Mr. Snyder's 
office will investigate the problem and contact you as to when 
and how this situation might be corrected.  For your information, 
Mr. Snyder can be reached in Greenbelt at 220-7313. 

Again, thank you for your comments on the noise barrier 
project, and for bringing this mattjer to my attention. 

harles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc: Mr. Michael Snyder 

My telephone number is (301)_ 1321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  BaltlmofeJ Maryland  21203-0717 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

&> 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

P.LEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDV1LLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

September 30, 1988 

Dr. Paul Rick 
7707 Arrowwbod Court   ,", 
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 

Dear Dr. Rick: 

I spoke to John Vanderveen on September 26th concerning 
additional information about the performance of the noise barrier 
studied for the Arrowwood Road area.  Specifically, John asked if 
we could provide data on those homes that would receive a minimum 
2.5 dB noise reduction if a barrier were constructed.  Since, 
John asked me to transmit this information to you. 

We have identified all of the homes in this area which would 
receive at least a 3 dB noise;reduction but were not included in 
our, cost calculations^ .'The enclosed map delineates these 
residences. .•-*:•> ' 

'If you have any questions, plea 
3521. 

se contact me at (301) 321- 

"Charjles B. Adams, Chief 
Bure!au of Landscape Architecture 

CBArprc 
cc:  Mr. 

Mr, 
Hal Kassoff 
John Zackrison 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 321^-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

:     7.07  North  Calvert  St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 



5U0 

I' 

&-,i deuces  i W^ ©l6,7^ Yi0^'- -^ 

cr"r   least a. SJfr reciud' \Ov^ . 

/ 



Jf/jiil!l3! 

I i 



4B0B/18Q9 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

^ 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

October 19, 1988 

Mrs. Florence Roberts 
715 Greentree Road 
Linthicum Heights, Maryland 21090 

Dear Mrs. Roberts: j 

I am responding to the letter (.from Mr. Seymour M. (Joe) 
Spears dated September 15th, concerning the situation at the 
residence at 715 Greentree Road.  Unfortunately, for some reason 
we never received the original letter, but did received a follow- 
up copy dated October 15th. 

Mr. Spears indicated that as a result of the noise barrier 
project adjacent to this residence I one of the pine trees is dead 
and the chain link fence is not properly completed. 

Since construction activities|are the responsibility of 
each S.H.A. district, by copy of this letter I am asking the 
District Engineer for your area, Mr. Edward H. Meehan to 
investigate this matter and respond to you directly at 859-1863 
after October 24th. ' 

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention 

Th'arjles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:EJM:prc 
cc:  Mr. Edward H. Meehan 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro 4 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, IMaryland  21203-0717 

J 
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Maryland Department of Transportation ^ 
State Highway Administration •Q'*^ 

'*4*sf&^ 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
_ _ Administrator 

& 

December 13, 1988 

Mr. Kenneth A. Rubin I 
7313 Heatherhill Court I 
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 

Dear Mr. Rubin: , 

Thank you for your November 16th iletter concerning noise 
barriers on 1-495. 

We have received several inquiries regarding the issue of 
reflected noise where a noise barrier is constructed on one side 
of a highway. A noise monitoring study was conducted to try and 
determine if noise had increased on the opposite side of the 
highway. This study did not discern aj'ny appreciable differences 
opposite the barrier compared to noise levels in the vicinity 
where there were no noise barriers. 

The State Highway Administration Jdoes not have any plans to 
construct noise barriers on the east side of 1-495, south of 
River Road.  This area was studied durjing the planning phase for 
the project and it was determined that all of the criteria for 
construction of a noise barrier were njot met.  This data is 
contained in the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the 
project, together with information regarding other potential 
environmental effects.  A copy of the FONSI is included for your 
information. 1 

The FONSI was approved by the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) on July 20, 1988.  The person to contact regarding this 
document or to discuss project funding I by'the FHWA is Mr. Porter 
Barrows; Division Administrator, Federal Highway Administration; 
The Rotunda - Suite 220; 711 West 40thjStreet; Baltimore, 
Maryland 21211-2187. Mr. Barrows can be reached by telephone at 
(301) 962-4440. j 

We have added your name to our mailing list for this project 
as you have requested. '' 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewrlter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-8 00-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 



9,i4> 
Mr. Kenneth A. Rubin 
Page Two 

If you would like additional information, please feel free 
to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, Chief) of our Bureau of Landscape 
Architecture. Mr. Adams can be reached at (301) 321-3521. ^ 

Sincerely, 

lal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/t 

Enclosure 

cc: ^Mr. Charles B. Adams 



*908-l985 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administratioh 
^ 

^ ̂  
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

October 19, 1988 

Mr. Kenneth A. Rubin j 
7313 Heatherhill Court 
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 | 

Dear Mr. Rubin: | 

Secretary of Transportation Ridhard H. Trainor asked me to 
thank you for your September 26th letter concerning noise 
barriers on the Capital Beltway between River Road and MacArthur 
Boulevard.  He asked me to look into the matter and reply to you 
directly. I: 

We have looked into whether th^ area fronuRiver Road to 
south of Seven Locks Road qualifies for a noise barrier.  For an 
area to qualify, the following criteria must be met: 

—  noise levels must exceed the iibpact threshold of 67 
decibels; ! 

the impacted areas must predate the highway; 

an effective barrier must be feasible; 

cost to protect the area must be reasonable; 

the community must favor the barrier; and 

funds must be available.     ! 

The residences from River Road to south of Seven Locks Road 
were constructed after the beltway; therefore, the area does not 
qualify for a noise barrier.      ] 

However, there is interest on[the part of a segment of the 
community to share the cost of a barrier with the State Highway 
Administration.  We are willing to[consider this option and it is 
presently being investigated.     : 

My telephone number is (301 ). 333-1111 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

70? North Calvert  St., Saitlmoire. Maryland 21203-0717- 



^ 

Mr. Kenneth A. Rubin 
Page Two 

I understand your concerns about an increase in noise 
levels if noise barriers are constructed on one side of the 
beltway.  Our experience has not shown that such an increase 
results in locations where barriers are constructed on only one 
side of the highway. | 

<y<\ 
., * Please feel free to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, Chief of the 

Bureau.of Landscape Architecture, at (301) 321-3521, if you would 
like additional information regarding the specifics of our 
studies, or if you have any other questions regarding noise 
abatement. 

-A 

V-\ Thank you for taking the time j to bring your concerns to our 
attention.'' i 

Sincerely, 

lal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/sl 

cc:  Secretary Richard H. Trainor 
Mr. Charles B. AdamsiX 



^os-tess 

Ma/y/and'Departmentoi^Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

y*A«7K^ 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MAR YLAND 21022 

^ 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary , 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

November 7, 1988 

Ms. Jackie Schatz | 
1615 Sulphur Spring Road ! 
Arbutus, Maryland 21227 j 

Dear Ms. Schatz: ' 

i 
I am writing to report to you the results of the recent 

traffic noise level studies conducted in your community, adjacent 
to the I-695/I-95 interchange.  Ttie studies were initiated based 
on requests received at the June, .1988 Location/Design Public 
Hearing for the expansion of the Baltimore Beltway. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Poliiy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: j 

- noise  levels must exceed  tllie impact  threshold level  of 
67 decibels (dBA); j 

- a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

i 
-' construction of an effectivejnoise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40i, 000; 

- seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must 
favor the project; and 

funds must be available.    j 

Figure I (attached) outlines]  the study area.  The goal'of 
the study was to determine the ex/tent and degree of noise impact 
experienced in the community.  Short-term noise measurements 
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) [were taken at 14 locations, as 
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m.  A 24-hour test 
was conducted at site 3, the resuilts of which are shown on Figure 
III. 

My telephone number is (301 )\321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvsrt   St.,   Baltlmolre,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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Ms. Jackie Schatz 
November 7, 1988 
Page 2 

As you can see on Figure II, there are two noise level 
values shown.  The top value is thfe actual noise level measured 
at the indicated site.  The bottom!value is the maximum noise 
level that could be expected at each site.  This value was 
determined by adjusting the measured values based on the maximum 
noise level found during the 24-hour test.  The maximum noise 
level period during the 24-hour study was 6-7 a, m , when levels 
were three decibels (dBA) higher than during the 9-11 a.m. period 
(when short-term measurements were I taken) .  Therefore, we 
projected that the highest noise level that could be expected at 
any of the sites would be 3 dBA greater than the actual measured 
value.  Based on this information, a noise impact zone was 
established, as shown on Figure IV1  The shaded area represents 
the maximum extent of traffic nois4 impact in the community. 

The area of highest noise levels is found along Old Sulphur 
Spring Road, where the residences are closest to and generally at 
the same elevation as the highway.  Only four residences in this 
area are impacted above the 67 dBA threshold.  A barrier 500-600 
feet in length would be required, dt a cost of well over 
$240,000 which yields a cost per residence of over $60,000.  This 
substantially exceeds our limit of 
Benson Avenue, limited impact (2-3 
a no'ise barrier impractical. 

The wooded area and embankment identified on Figure II do 
provide some benefits.  The wooded area provides a significant 
visual screen, particularly for th^ residents on Lister, Dewitt, 
and portions of Larlin and Marsha Roads.  There may also be some 
minor noise reduction realized. 

$40,000.  In the vicinity of 
residences) and cost also make 



Ms. Jackie Schatz 
November 7, 1988 
Page 3 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response, but 
hope that I have clarified our policy as it relates to your 
community.  If you have any questions regarding the study 
results, please feel free to contact us. 

"harles B. 7\dam's, Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
Attachments 

cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State High way A dministration 

o- ^ Richard H Tramor. 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator   •"•"•  ~     ' 
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Mrs. Sharon M. Shank 
20105 York Road 
Parkton, Maryland  21120 

Dear Mrs. Shank:    :; 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the status of 
noise abatement and privacy measures for the Apple Valley 

measurements fwil n^ot^ 
the criterion for"^ date' of construction. " - ':- =r7" *       - •.-- *  ".-. -  *  .; 

You will be pleased to know, however, that we are proceeding 
with the landscape planting for your iarea.  Please be assured 
that the priority rating for this has not changed.  Final 
approval for the landscaping contract project was received later 
than we had originally anticipated. jiTherefore, the planting will 
be done in the spring of 1989. 

The planting will consist of evergreen trees, five to six 
feet tall, placed close to the highway.  We feel that evergreens 
will provide privacy and some psychological relief from the 
traffic noise as well.  We investigated your request for planting 
in the median, and have determined that shrubs would provide no 
significant benefits in terms of privacy or noise reduction. 

My telephone number is (301) 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mrs. Sharon M. Shank 
Page Two 

OCT i 4 1988 

If you have""anyfadditional questions," please feel free to - 
contact Wr. Charles B. Adims, Chief of the Bureau of Landscape'' 
Architecture, -at (301) 321-3521.-; Thankjyou^fot-bringing-ybu^^ 
concernS':,.to\my attention. O-,     .• • 'V •>^'''--^^^^^^'^^.-'::^i^;;:^ 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY^      - 
HAL KAJSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator    " " r 

HK/sl-  . -       .... -", .  "^   - v 

cc: * The^Honorable -Helen Delich Bentley •»  js ^ 
^ ' ;r The .^Honorable Francis X. Kelly .^ T  ^- 

"The Honorable' AC Wade Kach .    <_"T"  '* _ 
/' The Honorable *Robert L.- Ehrlich,"1 Jr. ^ .;,  ^ 

," The'Honorable Ellen R. Sauerbrey . 
The Honorable Charles A. Ruppersberger III 
Mr. Charles B. Adams j 

-  » i- 

t        » 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass • ' 
Mr. Charles B. Adams „/ 

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia Gauss-SHA 321-3607-10/4/88. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary I 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

November 7, 1988 

Mr. Dan Siskey 
4930 Gateway Terrace 
Arbutus, Maryland  21227 

Dear Mr. Siskey: 

I am writing to report to youj the results of the recent 
traffic noise and vibration studies conducted at your home 
adjacent to 1-695.  The studies were initiated based upon your 
request at the June 1988 Location/Design Public Hearing for the 
expansion of 1-695. i 

The studies conducted at your, home consisted of simultaneous 
testing of both airborne noise and ground vibrations generated 
from passing trucks on 1-695.  The average noise level was 69 
decibels (dBA), which is above our impact threshold of 67 dBA. 
In addition to the average noise level, the maximum, or peak 
noise level was noted for individual trucks that passed by the 
test site.  The peak noise levels iwere found to be approximately 
82-84 dBA.  These peak noise level readings were made 
simultaneously with vibration measurements in an attempt to 
relate the peak noise level with the vibration levels.  The 
results showed that the levels of i vibration were below the 
threshold of perception.  Because (the vibration levels were so 
low, it was concluded that the major source of vibration within 
the house is likely the airborne noise and not ground vibration. 

As you are probably aware, tliis section of 1-695 between 
Wilkens Avenue and Southwestern Boulevard is slated for noise 
barriers.  The project is currently under design and is scheduled 
for construction in fall 1989 if funding is available at that 
time. 1 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 327-35ZI 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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Mr. Dan Siskey 
November 7, 1988 
Page 2 

I trust this information satisfies your needs at this :time. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

larles Bi Adams, Chief 
Bureau of(Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr, 

.. ?*  Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 



Maiyland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration I 

^>' 
A Richard H. Trainor 

Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 1,   1988 

Mr. and Mrs. Kingsley Smith        j 
115 Arbutus Avenue | 
Catonsville, Maryland  21228       , 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Smith: 

I am writing to you to follow up on your recent meeting 
with Messrs. Eugene Miller and Ken Pcllcak, from our Bureau of 
Landscape Architecture, regarding noise impacts at your home 
adjacent to 1-695 (Baltimore Beltway). 

As you know, the studies conducted for the Arbutus Avenue 
area indicated that a noise barrier could not be justified on the 
basis of excessive cost. The total cost of the barrier divided 
by the number of residences that experience noise levels above 
our impact threshold exceeds our $40,1000 per residence limit. 

You also indicated that a major jconcern is the potential 
loss of the existing trees and shrubs within the right-of-way as 
a result of the proposed expansion of the beltway.  I want to 
assure you that every effort will be (made to minimize disturbance 
of the existing vegetation along the highway in your area.  In 
addition, upon completion of the proposed project, a landscaping 
plan will be-prepared to restore vegetation lost during construc- 
tion and to adequately buffer your area from the highway. 

You also indicated that glare from the lights on the 
existing overhead exit sign in front [of your home is creating a 
problem.  I have asked our District Engineer, Mr. Charles R. 
Olsen, to investigate the situation a(nd contact you directly with 
his findings.  You may expect to hear from Mr. Olsen by the end 
of September. 

My telephone number is (301). 

„„„ „ Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - i-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. and Mrs. Kingsley 
Page Two 

We appreciated the opportunity tl> meet vith you to clarify 
our criteria and the studies that havte been performed.  Please 
don't hesitate to contact us if you have any additional ques- 
tions. ^ 

Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc: Mr^£harles R. Olsen 
^JftrT Eugene J.  Miller,  Jr. 

Mr.  Kenneth D.   Polcak 



sml Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

9* ^ 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA.ROAD 
DROOKLANDVILLE.   MARYLAND 21022 

December 19, 1988 

Mr. Joseph Sperber 
3546 Raymoor Road 
Kensington, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Sperber: 

20895 

I am writing in response to your recent inquiry to this 
office concerning noise barriers for your community adjacent to 
1-495. I 

I can certainly understand your feelings regarding the 
traffic noise impacts on your community.  We investigated this 
area as part of the 1-495 widening)project and found that noise 
levels were far below the 67 decibel impact threshold, averaging 
approximately 55 decibels. 

In addition, since the residences are located at a 
considerable distance from the highway, it is unlikely that a 
noise barrier would have much effect on the noise you perceive. 
In general, noise barriers are most effective for areas within 
200 feet of the highway. 

In regard to noise barriers for Rock Creek Park, it was 
determined during the environmental studies that noise barriers 
were not warranted. The Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission concurred with ithis decision. 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. Joseph Sperber 
Page 2 
December 19, 1988 

We will schedule some additional measurements at your 
community to monitor current noise levels.  This work should 
take approximately three months to[complete, at which time I will 
notify you of the results. 

Chief 
Buresiu of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

^sofS^ 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

2* £ Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

October 18, 1988 

Stevenson Village Condominiums 
3205 Old Post Drive 
Pikesville, Maryland  21208 
Attention:  Mrs. Gold 

Dear Mrs. Gold: j: 
l ' 

I am writing to follow up yourj recent telephone conversation 
with Mr. Eugene Miller, of this offlice, concerning our landscape 
project for Stevenson Village, adjacent to 1-695. 

As indicated to you,  final approval for the landscaping 
contract was received later than wel had originally anticipated 
which will not allow us to do fall planting.  Therefore, the 
planting will be done in the spring of 1989.  Please be assured 
that the priority rating for this work has not changed. 

I trust this satisfies your understanding in this matter. 
If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact 
me or Mr. Miller.  His telephone number is (301) 321-3530. 

Adams, Chief 
Bureaii of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc:  Mr 

Mr 
Eugene J. Miller 
Paul A. Georgiou 

My telephone number is (301)    321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro 

Hearing or Speech 
1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Or C^ Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary i 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

TO Of 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE.  MARYLAND 21022 

j     November 7, 1988 

Mr. William Szymanski 
1550 Lister Road I 
Arbutus, Maryland 21227 ji 

Dear Mr. Szymanski: j 

I am writing to report to you the results of the recent 
traffic noise level studies conducted in your community, adjacent 
to the I-695/I-95 interchange.  The studies were initiated based 
on requests received at the•June, 1988 Location/Design Public 
Hearing for the expansion of the Baltimore Beltway. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Polidy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

noise  levels must exceed  the impact  threshold level  of 
67 decibels (dBA); I 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000; 

i • 
seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must 
favor the project; and 

funds must be available. 

Figure I (attached) outlines 'the study area.  The goal of 
the study was to determine the extent and degree of noise impact 
experienced in the community.  Short-term noise measurements 
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) were taken at 14 locations, as 
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m.  A 24-hour test 
was conducted at site 3, the resultis of which are shown on Figure 
III. 

My telephone number is (301)    '?'   352/ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro J- 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. William Szymanski 
November 7, 1988 
Page 2 

As you can see on Figure II, there are two noise level 
values shown.  The top value is the actual noise level measured 
at the indicated site.  The bottom value is the maximum noise 
level that could be expected at edch site.  This"value was 
determined by adjusting the measuii-ed values based on the maximum 
noise level found during the 24-hour test.  The maximum noise 
level period during the 24-hour study was 6-7 a.m., when levels 
were three decibels (dBA) higher ijhan during the 9-11 a.m. period 
(when short-term measurements were taken).  Therefore, we 
projected that the highest noise iJevel that could be expected at 
any of the sites would be 3 dBA gtjeater than the actual measured 
value.  Based on this information, a noise impact zone was 
established, as shown on Figure 1^.  The shaded area represents 
the maximum extent of traffic noise impact in the community. 

The area of highest noise levels is found along Old Sulphur 
Spring Road, where the residences are closest to and generally at 
the same elevation as the highway.! Only four residences in this 
area are impacted above the 67 dBA threshold.  A barrier 500-600 
feet in length would be required, at a cost of well over 
$240,000 which yields a cost per residence of over $60,000.  This 
substantially exceeds our limit ofj $40,000.  In the vicinity of 
Benson Avenue, limited impact (2-3 residences) and cost also make 
a noise barrier impractical. 

The wooded area and embankment identified on Figure II do 
provide some benefits.  The wooded;area provides a significant 
visual screen, particularly for the residents on Lister, Dewitt, 
and portions of Larlin and Marsha loads.  There may also be some 
minor noise reduction realized.   • 



p/ 

Mr. William Szymanski 
November 7, 1988 
Page 3 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response, 
hope that I have clarified our pojlicy as it relates to your 
community.  If you have any questions regarding the study 
results, please feel free to contlact us. 

but 

Adams, Chief 
Bureau of   Landscape Architecture 

K> CBA:prc 
Attachments 

cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 



September 26, 1988 

Ms. Ruth Thomas 
16 Acorn Drive 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401 

Dear Ms. Thomas: 

Governor William Donald Schaefer has asked me to thank you 
for your September 6th letter and to respond to yoU directly 
^Sa  no9.. e 1SSUe 0f SOUnd barriers for the Weems Creek area aj.ong ub 50. 

The State Highway Administration 
additional noise impact studies in1 th 
been coordinated with community re'pre 
Acorn Drive area and Riverview Manlor, 
south side of'us 50. Upon completlion 
will be presented to the community], 
meeting by early November, at which t 

to this area under the criteria of 

is currently conducting 
e area.  These studies have 
sentatives from both the 
which is located along the 
of this work, the results 

We anticipate scheduling a 
ime we will contact you. 

I want to assure you that every consideration will be given 
is area nnrtoi- -t-ho ^v-i t-^^i ~ „*:   _ _ i _. .  ,  .     .      yj-veu 

our noise abatement policy, 
Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention 

Sincerely, 

!/s/ RICHARD H. TRAIJiOR 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

RHT:pre 

cc:  The Honorable Gerald W. Winegrad 
The Honorable Michael Busch 

bec: Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams / 

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. GaussJ-SHA 321-3607 9/20/38 
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22 1988 
^S> 

Ms.   Ruth   Thomas 
16 Acorn Drive j 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401        [ 

Dear Ms. Thomas: 

I am writing to follow up Secretary Richard H. Trainor's 
September 26th letter to you concerning the Weems Creek area 
along US 50.  In that letter, Mr. Trainor indicated that we 
anticipated schedulln.g_a. meeting in.-early November to p-re-^ent - 
the results of additional noise studies in the area. 

I 
The additional noise measurements, which are being done in 

cooperation with community residentls, have not all been 
completed.  We have also initiated la study to determine the 
feasibility of earth mounding in the area.  We should have the 
results of both studies by the end 
will contact you concerning a meeti 

Thank you for your patience in 

of the year, 
ng. 

this matter. 

at which time we 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED 3Y; 

HAL KASSCifF 
Hal Kkssoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

cc:  Mr. Richard H. Trainor 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

iX 
Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss f   11/16/88  321-3607 
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September 26, 1988 

Ms. Ruth•Thomas 
16 Acorn Drive | 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

'"''' 

Dear Ms. Thomas: .  i   • 

Governor William Donald Schaefer has asked me to thank you 
for your September 6th letter andj.to respond to ydlx directly 
regarding the issue of sound barriers for the Weems Creek area 
along US 50. j. 

The State Highway Administration is currently conducting 
additional noise impact studies in the area.  These studies have 
been coordinated with community representatives from both the 
Acorn Drive area and Riverview Manor, which is located along the 
south side of US 50.  Upon completlion of this work, the results 
will be presented to the community.  We anticipate scheduling a 
rmeeting by early November, at which time we will contact you. 

I want to assure you that eveiry consideration will be given 
to this area under the criteria of our noise abatement policy. 
Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention. 

Sincerely, 

7s/ RICHABD H. TRAIliOfi 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secrbtary 

RHT:pre 

cc:  The Honorable Gerald W. Winegrad 
The Honorable Michael Busch  ! 

bec: Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert Douglass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams /       [ 

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss+SHA 321-3607 9/20/88. 

• nfiBvmr-ju- >• 
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Maryland Department of Tmnsportatmn 
State Highway Administration 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

9^ 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

June 30. 1988 

Mr. Harry Traurig 
5729 Richardson Mews Circle 
Relay, Maryland 21227 

Dear Mr. Traurig: 

As a follow-up to your recent telephone conversation with 
Mr. Ken Polcak of my staff, I have enclosed a copy of the interim 
report on noise level studies for the Richardson Mews community. 
We regret the oversight in forwarding the report to you earlier. 

As indicated in the report, we will be conducting additional 
measurements in the area.  Specif icajlly, we have scheduled 
additional testing in July, to expand our current data before 
the eventual completion of the I-195|. project and will follow-up 
again approximately six (6) months after the 1-195 opening.  We 
will forward supplements to the attabhed report to you upon 
completion of the additional studies!. 

r 
i 

If you have any questions in thb meantime please feel free 
to contact Mr. Polcak at 321-3481. 

.es b. Adaivis , Chief 
Bureau of   Landscape Architecture 

CBA/prc 
Enclosure 

cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr' 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaireb Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro j- 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvcrt  St.,  Baltimore, 'Maryland  21203-0717 



A908-J9ee 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

&* 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

^SofS^ 21 1988 

Mr. William Vesperman 
1919 Cypress Drive 
Bel Air, Maryland  210l\ 

Dear Mr. Vesperman: 

I am writing to report to youjthe results of our recent 
noise level studies in your communityt adjacent to MD 24. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: i 

noise levels must exceed the impact threshold level of 67 
decibels (dBA); 1 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

construction of an effective noi se barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000; 

seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must 
favor the project; and f 

funds must be available. 

Our study consisted of severaljshort-term measurements (10- 
20 minutes in duration) at yourjresidence, and a 24-hour 
measurement at 37 Lake Drive. The measurements taken at your 
home revealed average noise levels of 49-52 decibels. Based on 
the 24-hour study, we determined that the noise level may be a 
maximum of two decibels higher (51-54 dBA) than our actual 
measurements, but still well belo\|i/ the 67 decibel threshold. 
Therefore, we cannot consider noise abatement measures for the 
area. 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 



93 n 
Mr.   William Vesperman 
Page   2 

I regret that I cannot offer la more positive response to 
your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our policy as it 
relates  to  your  community. 

Sincerely, 

HK:pre 

QWJW^ k,G^ 3y. 
^ MSSOFF ' 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

bec: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Doulass i 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss-SHA 11/14/88  321-3609 

. ^.VSfWWa.:*. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE.  MAR YLAND 21022 

gO 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 30, 1988 

Mr. T.H. Weingroff 
3324 Southgreen Road 
Baltimore, Maryland  21207 

Dear Mr. Weingroff: 

I am responding to your recent letter to Baltimore County 
Executive Dennis Rasmussen, which was forwarded to me from 
District Engineer C. Robert Olsen, regarding your idea for 
improving our noise barrier performance. 

Your suggestion to place a cap on top of the barrier is an 
idea that has some merit from an acoustical standpoint.  By 
making the top of the barrier wider, the sound must travel a 
greater distance to pass over the barrier, which further reduces 
its volume.  This approach has been utilized on a limited basis 
in both Canada and Japan. 

In Toronto, Canada, a noise barrier with a 30 inch wide cap 
(forming a T-shaped wall section) was tested and found to provide 
an additional 1.5-2.5  decibel (dBA) noise reduction over a wall 
of the same height without the cap.  Unfortunately, this 
additional reduction is not significant in terms of human 
perception.  Other Canadian studies also suggested that barriers 
of lower overall height may be possible 
employed. 

if a cap system were 

The Japanese have approached the issue of transportation 
noise with the overall emphasis on acoustical performance without 
regard to cost or aesthetics.  The best example of a barrier 
system incorporating the concept you suggest is located adjacent 
to a toll plaza in Tokyo.  The barrier system consists of nearly 

My telephone number is {301) 321-3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707   North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore, jMaryland   21203-0717 
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Mr. T. H. Weingroff 
September 30, 1988 
Page 2 

3200 feet of noise walls over 30 feet in height and arching out 
over a portion of the roadway, creating!a partial cap over the 
roadway.  The surface facing the highway is absorptive and the 
overall noise reduction is nearly 20 dBA, making it almost twice 
as effective as a typical highway noise barrier.  However, the 
cost of this system was $9 million dollars, or nearly 4 times the 
cost of a barrier of comparable dimensions here in Maryland. 

The general consensus in the research community is that 
additional study is needed to more accurately evaluate the 
complex acoustical phenomena associatedi with a barrier of this 
type.  Additionally, the benefits of such a system must be 
weighed against some practical considerations, such as 
construction methods and costs, foundation requirements, and 
performance under extreme weather condi 
heavy snow, for example). 

tions (strong winds and 

We appreciate your taking the time! to give us your thoughts. 
We are always reviewing the latest research and technology in the 
transportation noise field in search ofj the most effective 
solutions.  If you have any further comments, please feel free to 
contact us. 

irles B 
Bureau of 

Adams, Chief 
Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
cc:  Mr Dennis Rasmussen 
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

; Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
OFFICE OF DISTRICT ENGINEER 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,   MAR YLAND 2 1022 August 29, 1988 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Mr. Charles Adams,. Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

Charles R. Olsen 
Metropolitan District Engineer 

SUBJECT:  Noise Abatement Idea 

The attached idea to improve noise abatement was forwarded 
to this office by the Baltimore County Executive, Dennis 
Rasmussen. 

Would you please respond to Mr. Weingroff acknowledging my 
receipt and forwarding, it to you and also copying the County 
Executive. 

Thanks. 

CRO:ko 

Attachment 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 
321-3461 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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^Baltimore County, Maryland 

Executive Office 
Courthouse Mezzanine 
Towson, Maryland 21204 
494-2450 
494-3728 (TTY) 

fyll 

T. & H. Weingroff 
3324 Southgreen Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21207 

ugust 16, 1988 

Dennis F. Rasmussen 
County Executive 

Subject: 

Dear T. & H. Weingroff 

Noise "Barriers 
Baltimore Beltway (1-695) 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter received July 
19, 1988 recommending a noise abatement treatment for the barrier 
walls along the Baltimore Beltway (I-f695). 

Since the walls were designed b^ the State Highway Adminis- 
tration and are maintained by them, your letter is being referred 
to Mr. C. Robert Olsen, District Engineer, State Highway Adminis- 
tration, with the request he reply to you on your idea. 

Very truly yours. 

DENljfIS  F.   RASMUSSEN 
County Executive 

DFRrcjp 

cc:  Mr. C. Robert Olsen 

Bl/cc:  John J. Trenner 

/- 
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Maty/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

i-   ': 

'•'•If 

i 

Ms. Sandra L. Westervelt 
31 Lake Drive 
Bel Air, Maryland  21014 

Dear Ms. Westervelt: 

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent 
noise level studies in your community, adjacent to MD 24. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under 
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

Richard H. Traim 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff     ' 
Administrator 

Hoy 21 1968 

i 
i 

• • . i 

noise   levels must  exceed  the   impact  threshold  level   of   67 
decibels   (dBA); 

— a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

.;;;1— construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is 
protected may not exceed $40,000; 

— seventy-five percent (75%) pf the affected residents must 
favor the project; and 

funds must be available. 

Our study consisted of several short-term measurements (10- 
20 minutes in duration) at your residence, and a 24-hour 

The measurements taken at your 
s of 49-52 decibels.  Based on 
that the noise level may be a 
(51-54 dBA) than our actual 

low the 67 decibel threshold. 
we cannot consider noise abatement measures for the 

measurement at 37 Lake Drive. 
home revealed average noise level 
the 24-hour study, we determined 
maximum of two decibels higher 
measurements, but still well be 
Therefore, 
area. 

My telephone number is (301). 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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Ms.   Sandra L.  Westervelt 
Page  2 

. ..V 

W 

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to 
your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our policy as it 
relates tQj your community. .        » 

Sincerely,- ,   « "j ,       . 
•• . QfilGtMAI. SW-r'ir: feY: '      *. 

HAL iv.-A'^ii'Ji']'": 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Doulass 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss-SHA 11/14/88  321-3609 

fcV? :.:•>:>«- t rK»x..< 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

9-1 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Mr. John J. Yannone 
The Law Firm of Eugene M. Zoglio, P 
4309 Northview Drive 
Bowie, Maryland  20716 

Dear Mr. Yannone: 

I have received copies of your recent letters to Senator 
Paul S. Sarbanes and to our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, 
concerning the proposed improvements to U.S. 50 and MD Route 197 
in the vicinity of Princeton Square I 

For a community to be considered for the State Highway 
Administration's Noise Abatement Program, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

-- Noise levels must meet or exceed 
decibels (dBA); 

the impact threshold of 67 

—- A majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the 
highway; 

— Construction of an effective noiSe barrier must be feasible; 

— Cost must be reasonable; cost peir protected residence may not 
exceed $40,000; ) 

— At least 75% of the affected residents must favor the project; 
and 

— Funds must be available. 

The site plan for Princeton Square shows that the community 
was planned with the knowledge of the possible relocation of MD 
197.  While Princeton Square residents may not have been aware of 
the project until recently, the Noise Impact Study for the 
project was published in October 1980, and the project has been a 

My telephone number is (301 )_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  rdwort   St     Rs.mrnnrpi,   MarvianH   ^isns-O^i? 



Mr. John J. 
Page 2 

Yannone 

matter of public record since the Federal Highway Administration 
gave its location approval in 1982.| The area was not identified 
as impacted in the studies because it did not yet exist as a 
residential community, nor was it in existence at the time of the 
public hearing held on March 3, 1981.  Our records show 1984 as 
the year in which Princeton Square residences were built, three 
years after the public hearing and two years after location 
approval.  Therefore, the area does not meet the requirement for 
date of construction. 

We would be glad to meet with you and the residents to 
clarify our Noise Policy and the proposed U.S. 50 project. 
Please contact Mr. Charles B. Adamsl Chief of the Bureau of 
Landscape Architecture, if you are interested in scheduling a 
meeting.  Mr. Adams can be reached at (301) 321-3521. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:prc 
cc:  The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 

bcc:  Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 

Dictated by:  Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 12/14/88 - 321-3607 



RAUL S.SARBANES 
MARYLAND 

mitti &tm Senate 
WASHINGTON. DC 2051 
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.iqge CEC -2 A !G: '-n 
November   29f   1988,/ 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

I recently received Enclosed is a copy of correspondence 
from Mr. John Yannone, representing the Princeton Square 
Homeowner's Association.  The letter raises some serious concerns 
regarding the impact of proposed improvements to U.S. 50 and 
Maryland Route 197 on the community of Princeton Square. 

Although this is not primarily a Federal matter, I would 
appreciate it if you would address the concerns raised and 
provide Mr. Yannone with an appropriate response. 

Your attention to this matter is appreciated. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Paul S. Sarbanes 
United States Senator 

Enclosure 

PSS/csb 
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EUGENE  M. ZOGLIO* 

JOHN  J. YANNONE + 

PATRICIA   McCARTHY-RIEGEL + 

*MO.. D.C., FLA. BAR 
+ MD. BAR 

EUGENE M. ZOOLIO, P. A 
""     '-'        4309  NORTHVIEW  DfjilVE 

SOWIE, MARYLAND  20716 

Novembet 21,   1988 

(301) 262-7500 

U.S. Senator Sarbanes 
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20510 

Dear Senator Sarbanes; 

Re:  Princeton Square 

Please be advised that I represent Princeton Square 
Homeowner's Association. In this regard, I am writing to you to 
seek your assistance with a matter which is of utmost importance 
to the members of the communitly of Princeton Square. 
Specifically, Princeton Square Community is being substantially 
impacted by the widening of Route 50 in that the ramp from Route 
197 onto 50 is taking the frontage of jPrinceton Square, but, more 
importantly, the location of the xamp in proximity to the 
residences of Princeton Square is of great concern. It is clear 
from the construction drawings that have been recently provided 
to me, that there exists no plans for Ifencing or a barrier of any 
kind between the ramp and the residences which border the right- 
of-way of the ramp. This is of concern for two major reasons: 
(1) The noise levels as a result of (the traffic flow which will 
now be so close to the residences of Princeton Square who boarder 
the ramp; and (2) that there have bben made no provisions for 
ensuring the safety of the community with a ramp so close to the 
residences of the community. 

I am enclosing, for your information, a response a homeowner 
of Princeton Square received to his inquiry as to the recent 
study evaluating the Princeton Square Community for traffic noise 
impact from the proposed improvements jto U.S. 50 and Maryland 
Route 197. As you can see, no provisions are being made in this 
regard. 

Further, I am enclosing my response indicating my concern 
that whereas the widening of U.S. Route 50 is impacting the 
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community, the substantial impact comes from the relocation of 
the ramp which is now in such close proximity to the residences 
of Princeton Square.   I believe [that this issue has been 
overlooked and as construction nears commencement, we have only 
recently been made aware of such impact as a result of our 
request to have the placement of the ramp staked out. It was not 
until we pursued the issue in requesting copies of the 
construction drawings and requesting the stakeout that this issue 
came to the forefront. I have expressjed the great concern of the 
residents of Princeton Square with regard to this latest 
development, but this issue has received little attention. 

Consequently, I am seeking the assistance of your office on 
behalf of Princeton Square, so that these matters will attain the 
level of importance which they deserve. 

I would be happy to meet with you or your staff to provide 
further information, and I look forward to working with you on 
these matters. I 

Your prompt attention and response to these matters will be 
most appreciated. f 

JJY/dw 

Very truly yours, 

L, IY*- « bRnvy J; Yannone 
Attorney Law 

\ 

End 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration\ 9^0 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
OUREAUOF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2J:J WESTiOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE.   MAR YLAND 21022 

October 18, 1988 

Mr. Steve Buckley 
14838 London Lane 
Bowie, Maryland  20715 

Dear Mr. Buckley 

<Y£ 
J f> 

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent 
studies evaluating the Princeton Square community for traffic 
noise impacts from proposed improvements to U.S.- Route 50 and 
Maryland Route 197. 1 

For a community to be considered for the State Highway 
Administration's Noise Abatement Program, all of the following 
criteria must be met: ' 

— Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA); 1 

-- A majority of tht; impacted residences must-have preceded the •-•• 
highway; I 

-- Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

-- Cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may not 
exceed $40,000; 

-- At least 75% of the affected residents must favor the project; 
and 

- Funds must be available. 

My telephone number is (301)_ 321-3521 

"oletypewrlter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St..  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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Mr. Steve Buckley 
October 18, 1988 
Page 2 

«.*,   !h?J
0nly area Where noise levels were above our impact ; 

threshold was at two individual residences at the end of London 

Snu^e ATZ\ ^S- ^^Z0-  NoJise levels within Princeton square did not meet or exceed the threshold 

show/fhi?1?^11^ a StUdy 0f the Si|e Plan for Princeton Square shows that the community was planned with the knowledge of the 
possible relocation of MD Route 197, 'which is proposed as part of 
the improvements to U.S. Route 50.  The Federal Highway 

the1nronoLtd0^!KFHWA, "^ itS locat^ approval-in .June 1982 for 
roncHH P 2 ?K  5h?ay project-  The location approval date is 
considered the date of public knowledge of the project.  FHWA 
regulations do not permit funding forl noise abatement in areas 
which were developed after location approval of a highway 
project. J 

houe I h^rL^V? Cann?t 0ffer a m0re Positive response, but hope I have adequately explained the situation. Please feel fre 
to contact me if you have any questions. 

CBA pre 
cc: Mr 

Mr 
Ms 

mrles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau of Lanldscape Architecture 

Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 
Kenneth D. Polcak 
Patricia A. Gauss 
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OOl) 362-7500 

Charles B.   Adams 
Chief,   Bureau of Landscape Architecture 
Maryland Department of  Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
23 23  West Joppa Road 
Brooklandville,   Maryland     21022 

Dear Mr.   Adams: 

Please be advised that I represent Princeton Square 
Homeowner's Association. I have recently been made aware of your 
response to a homeowner's inquiry as to the' results of your 
recent studies evaluating the Princeton Square community for 
traffic noise impact from proposed improvements to U.S. Route 50 
and Maryland Route 197. 

In reviewing your response, I believe one major issue has 
been overlooked. That is, that thejjramp onto Route 50 from 197 
is being relocated. As a result of the relocation, the frontage 
of Princeton > Square as it now exists is being destroyed and the 
Route 50 ramp is being constructed! very, very close to the 
townhouses of Princeton Square which border on the right-of-way 
for the ramp. 

Upon reviewing the State Highway's blueprints for 
construction of the ramp, it has been made clear that there are 
no provisions for a barrier of any sort, natural or otherwise, to 
shelter the townhouses on the border of the ramp from noise, 
access and to provide for overall safety. 

It seems inconceivable that Isuch a major project has 
overlooked such essential details. That is to say, regardless of 
when the community came into existence, the fact remains that the 
details of the plan are just coming to light and that there is no 
question that this construction shaljl have a substantial impact 
on the community of Princeton Square, changing it drastically in 
terms of entrance and in terms of noise and safety without a 
barrier between the community and the Route 50 ramp. 
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There exists, no doubt, that I as a result of the close 
proximity of the ramp to the Princeton Square Community, that 
funds will have to be expended to ensure the safety and well- 
being of the members of the Princeton Square community and to 
lessen the impact of noise and trjaffic flow which will be so 
close to residences which border the rjamp. 

I am writing in hopes that we cari enter into a constructive 
dialogue relative to the State Highway Administration bearings at 

least some of these costs, as a result of the construction of the 
Route 50 ramp. We are presently jjn negotiations as to the 
compensation Princeton Square will | receive for the taking of 
certain property from the entrance of the community and I will 
state, unequivocally, that as a result of the recent discovery as 
discussed above as to the closeness add proximity of the ramp to 
the residences of Princeton Square, we] will not be able to settle 

become an integral of the that issue since this issue has now 
compensation package. Consequentlyj, your prompt attention and 
response to these matters would be most appreciated. Of course, 
if others in the administration rJeed be made aware of this 
correspondence, I trust that you will forward it to them for 
appropriate response. 

Thank you for your cooperation, 

Very truly yours. 

JJY/dw 

n J. lYanrione 
Attorney at Law 

(J 
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Charles B. Adams J 
Chief, Bureau of Landscape Architecture 
Maryland Department of Transportatiori 
State Highway Administration 
2323 West Joppa Road , 
Brooklandville, Maryland 21022     I 

! 

Dear Mr. Adams: i 

Please be advised that I represent Princeton Square 
Homeowner's Association. I have recently been made aware of your 
response to a homeowner's inquiry as to the results of your 
recent studies evaluating the Princeton Square community for 
traffic noise impact from proposed improvements to U.S. Route 50 
and Maryland Route 197. | 

In reviewing your response, I believe one major issue has 
been overlooked. That is, that the ramp onto Route 50 from 197 
is being relocated. As a result of the relocation, the frontage 
of Princeton Square as it now exists is being destroyed and the 
Route 50 ramp is being constructed very, very close to the 
townhduses of Princeton Square which border on the right-of-way 
for the ramp. [ 

Upon reviewing the State , Highway's blueprints for 
construction of the ramp, it has been made clear that there are 
no provisions for a barrier of any sort, natural or otherwise, to 
shelter the townhouses on the border of the ramp from noise, 
access and to provide for overall safety. 

It seems inconceivable that i such a major project has 
overlooked such essential details. That is to say, regardless of 
when the community came into existence, the fact remains that the 
details of the plan are just coming jto light and that there is no 
question that this construction shall have a substantial impact 
on the community of Princeton Square, changing it drastically in 
terms of entrance and in terms of noise and safety without a 
barrier between the community and thfe Route 50 ramp. 
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There exists, no doubt, that I as a result of the close 
proximity of the ramp to the Princeton Square Community, that 
funds will have to be expended to ensure the safety and well- 
being of the members of the Princeton Square community and to 
lessen the impact of noise and traffic flow which will be so 
close to residences which border the ramp. 

I am writing in hopes that we can enter into a constructive 
dialogue relative to the State Highway Administration bearing at 

least some of these costs, as a result of the construction of the 
Route 50 ramp. We are presently in negotiations as to the 
compensation Princeton Square will[ receive for the taking of 
certain property from the entrance of the community and I will 
state, unequivocally, that as a result of the recent discovery as 
discussed above as to the closeness and proximity of the ramp to 
the residences of Princeton Square, we will not be able to settle 
that issue since this issue has now!become an integral of the 
compensation package. Consequently, your prompt attention and 
response to these matters would be most appreciated. Of course, 
if others in the administration need be made aware of this 
correspondence, I trust that you will forward it to them for 
appropriate response. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Very truly yours, 

_ JTT J. | ^anrijphe 
/Attorney a/d Law 

JJY/dw 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

$5% 

^Q?&^ 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 9, 1988 

Mr. John Zackerson 
Kirkland and Ellis 
655 15th Street N.W. 
Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C.  20005 

r.•a»l^  writing.to summarize the investigations which have been 
?-«S in fSrSSiS the iSSUe of.noise ba^ier construc2?on on I 495 in the Bethesda area.  Specifically, I wish to discuss our 
position regarding Noise Sensitive Are^s B and E?   CilSCUSS our 

was m^S0^1^111' ^ construct noise barriers, at Areas B and E 
was made by former Governor Hughes.  Ak I have stated to vou and 
members of the communities involved, the State Highway Adminis- 
tration^takes pride in honoring coir^itinents.  We believe that we 
have defined options which both meet die spirit of GovI?nor 

policy COminitinent' and at the same t4e comply with our present 

In order for noise barriers to be 
the following requirements must be met: 

approved and constructed. 

noise levels must exceed the impact threshold of 67 dBA, 

hiehwaJ°ritY 0f the impacted recep!tors must predate the 

a barrier to reduce the impact must be feasible; 

o5e<?nSLnf the noise barrier must be reasonable (a maximum 
Shni i   P^ Protected residence is considered reasonable, 
while a protected residence is defined as one which 
experiences noise levels greater than the impact threshold 

SSsTESrlS*;" a fiVe deCibel 0f greater ^-tionSf?om a 

My telephone number is (301)_ 

•*8i  y.** Roiti - » .    Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Fr«o 

707 North Calvert  St..  Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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Mr. John Zackerson 
Page Two 

QbO 

—      the community must favor the noise barrier construction; and 

funds must be available. 

w^h X haVe df*:erinined that Area B meets all of our criteria 
with the exception of cost per residence. Our  studies have 
determined that a barrier to protect 'this area would cost 
^^•""W $58'000-$59'°00 per protected residence.  We have 
aSh?ttJ3?^  n nUineJous barrier optionsj in Area B in an attempt to 
achieve the lowest possible cost alternative. Unfortunately 
this lowest cost alternative is significantly greater than the 
maximum expenditure considered reasonable.  Ihe State Highway 
Administration is willing to fund up to the naximum of $40,000 
S? «-SS  ?Ce f°ru

barrie^ construction in this area.  The balance 
of the cost must be provided through ^n alternative source or 

locarjurisdic?ioid lnClUde ^ COBmuf^ and/or funds from the 

•  ^fea 5 does not qualify for a noise barrier because the 
majority of the impacted residences were constructed after the 
completion of 1-495.  However, Federai policy permits th! states 
to use Federal funds for noise barrieifs in iLatio^s whe?e the 
community post-dates the highway, if iihe  majority of residences 
were built prior to 1976.  This is the case in Area E. Hart 
willing to consider a refinement to our State policy in such 
cases.  The State Highway Administration would be willing to fund 
up to one-half of the maximum cost per residence toward the 

thTt  aUbar?L? to ^ ^T1^ in thi!s area.  We have determined that a barrier to reduce noise levels in Area E would cost 
approximately $47,000 per protected residence.  If alternative 
funding was provided, we could provide up to $20 000 oer 
residence toward the construction of a barrier. 

Additionally, at your request, we!have looked into the 

Sffect^Jft SLh?nHtrUC-ing 5 8?reen-type fence to determine what 
JJSSM?  2 95*   ! m reducing noise levels at Areas B and E. 
Effective reduction of noise requires A barrier with a height 
range of 16-20 feet for Area B and 18-24 feet for Area E? 
Anything significantly lower in height would have a much reduced 
effect on noise levels.  A screen fence could be constructed to 
the same height as a noise barrier at less cost than a noise 

??5flerihhorVer: We d0.n0t feel this 4s a reasonable alterna- 
tive.  The long-term maintenance needed would be substantial and 
the finished product would be less desirable visually struc- 
turally and acoustically.  The maximum screen fence h4ight which 
?n.T1^6 ^J1"15 t0 construct is 10 feet, based upon^truc- rural and maintenance considerations. 
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Mr. John Zackerson 
Page Three 

Drovid/nnL^ W- hav\defined a wi»y to meet commitments to 
provide noise barriers at Areas B and E.  I hope that this 
letter clarifies our position concerhing this issue? 

X 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kas'soff 
Administrator 

HK/sl 

cc:  The Honorable Nancy Kopp 
The Honorable Brian Frosh 

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mp~ Robert D. Douglass 

t^Xr. Charles B. Adams 

dictated by C.Adams 
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Maryland Department of Tmnsportation 
State High way A dministration 
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PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDV1LLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

November 1, 1988 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Mr. Joseph J. Zeren 
1102 Hampton Garth j 
Towson, Maryland  21204 I 

Dear Mr. Zeren: \ 

Thank you for your October 21St letter concerning 
construction of the proposed sound barrier on 1-695 adjacent to 
your community. ; 

"  As I have conveyed to you previously, construction is 
scheduled to begin on this project|in the Spring of next year. 

If you can be of further assistance, please contact me. 

Sine 

irles B. Adams, Chief 
Bureau df Landscape Architecture 

CBA/sl 

321-3521 
My telephone number is (301) 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro L 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

wO.     ^m-Mj^^ 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

July 29, 1988 

Mr. Arnold Zerwitz 
8 Saxony Court 
Pikesville, Maryland 21208 

Dear Mr. Zerwitz: 

I am writing to you to report the findings of our latest 
m 1-695 adjacent to the Eden 
new noise measurements and a 

studies concerning traffic noise fro 
Roc community.  The studies included 
reevaluation of the community for qualification for a noise 
barrier. I: 

The results of our studies showied that an effective noise 
barrier would be too costly for the Eden Roc community.  The 
first two requirements regarding noise levels and date of 
construction of the majority of the {homes are met.  The criteria 
for consideration of noise abatement measurements are as follows: 

| 
Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA); | 

A majority of the residences must have preceded the highway; 

Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible 
and reasonable in cost (may not exceed $40,000 per impacted 
residence); 

The community must favor the project; and 

Funds must be available. 

My telephone number is (301)      321    3521 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Baltimore, Maryland   21203-0717 
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•J-urt 
Mr. Arnold Zevvritz 
July 29, 1988 
Page 2 

The results of the latest noise'measurement study (chart 
attached) indicated that.under worstjcase conditions, a total of 
8 residences are impacted above the 67 decibel threshold by the 
traffic noise.  An effective noise barrier for the community 
would have to be over 1500 feet in length and would cost over 
$765,000.  Dividing this figure by the 8 impacted residences 
yields a cost per residence of over $95,000, well above the 
$40,000 limit.  Therefore, we cannot justify noise barrier 
construction for the area. ! 

For areas where noise barriers are too costly, we can 
consider landscaping to provide some) measure of psychological 
relief from the traffic noise.  If y|ou are interested in pursuing 
this option, please contact me.     i 

•les B. jAdams , Chief 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 

CBA:prc 
Attachment 
cc:  Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 


