AN

/ Richard H. Trainor

Secretary
»: . e K Hal Kassoff
‘ State Highway Administration Administrator

September 19, 1988

tx
3

The Honorable Leon Albin -
Maryland House of Delegates
6512 Edenvale Road :
Baltimore, Maryland 21209

Dear Delegate Albin: = .. - |

I am writingbtgnfqi;gw up on my August 30th letter to you
- and your meeting of September 15th with Mr. Charles Adams
concerning noise impacts-adjacent to I-695 in the Stevenson area.

It will be necessary, for us to develop additional data in
order to provide you With the information you requested regarding
noise impact, abatement potential and cost of abatement for this
area.. The studies will: be.completed by the end of October. I
will' contact you:with'.thi$, Ainformation and our recommendation by
mid7November. :

i

+ If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

al ﬁassoff
Administrator

\

HK/s1 ' - .
cc: kyff(/Charles B. Adams

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewrlter for Impalré_ad Hearing or Speech
3837555 Baitimore Metro ~ 565-0451 D.C. Metro. - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 »
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The Honorable Leon Albin

Maryland House of Delegates

6512 Edenvale Road i
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 {

@

Dear Delegate Albin: )

I am writing to provide you with the additional information
You requested regarding noise- related activities in the eleventh
legislative district, and in partlcular, the results of our noise

impact and abatement studies for the Stevenson area adjacent to
I1-695. !

We have compiled a list of actrv1t1es, past and present
within the eleventh district, a copy of which is attached for
your information. At present, there are five completed noise
barrier projects, three of which were built as part of the I-795
(Northwest Expressway) construction.! The two additional projects
were retrofit barriers along I-695. :As you can see, there are
also numerous areas that have been studied, or are currently
being studied, to determine if they are eligible for our program.

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under

State Highway Administration Policy, a11 of the following
cr1ter1a must be met:

- noise levels must exceed the 1mpact threshold level of 67
decibels (dBA);

- a majority of the impacted re51dences must have preceded the
highway;

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible:

- cost must be reasonable; cost peﬁ impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed $40,000a



The Honorable Leon Alb:-
Page 2

- seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must
favor the project; and ‘

- funds must be available.

Our recent evaluation of the Stevenson area “:- . ed Manor
Hill Road and the Phillips Drive/Red Barn Court carouenity. In
the area of Manor Hill Road, we found that the r<::dences were
constructed prior to I-695, thereby meeting the c¢riterion for
date of construction. A 24-hour measurement was conducted (copy
attached) along with several short term measurements to determine

the extent and degree n~f --. impact in the community. The
highest noise levelsg ~a2m 65-69 dBA. Based on these
results, it was 3¢ - .+ «anat five residences were impacted at

67 dBA or above. A noise barrier to protect the impacted
residences would cost over $500,000. Dividing this cost by the
five residences yields a cost per residence of over $100,000, far
exceeding our limit of $40,000 per residence.

Eight residences along Phillipq Drive and Red Barn Court
were also found to be impacted at or, above 67 dBA, with noise
levels ranging from 66-68 dBA. However, these homes were
constructed after I-695 was completed. Therefore, they do not
qualify for inclusion in the Noise Abatement Program. Even if
this area did qualify, the cost per residence would also exceed
$100,000, due mainly to the low density of development.

We have completed an investigation of the Manor
Hill/Phillips Drive area for landscape screening potential, and
have found that it will be possible to supplement the existing
vegetation with some evergreen trees to provide a year-round
visual buffer from the traffic. This planting project will be
accomplished next spring.

I trust this information satisfies your needs at this time,
and hope that I have clarified our policy as it relates to these
communities. Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
HAL KASSOFF
Hal Kassoff"
Administrat@r
I
HK:prc )
.Attachments

|




The Honofable Leon Albin
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Robert D. Douglass

‘ _ bcc: Bob B. Myers
Charles B. Adams

‘ Dictated by: Ms. Patriciz . Gauss = 321-3607 - 11/°< ‘23
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‘ The Honoréble LLeon Albin
6512 Edenvale Road
Baltimore, Marvland 21209

Dear Delegate Albin: |

Thank you for your recent inqui%y through District Engineer
C. Robert Olsen concerning the noise |problem in the area of
Phillips Drive adjacent to I-695. f

Phillips Drive and Red Barn Court have been studied for
noise impacts, but do not qualify for noise barriers because the
residences were constructed in 1966, five years after that
portion of the Beltway was completed. One of the criteria which
must be met for consideration of noise barriers is that the
affected residences must have been constructed prior to the
highway. It was found, however, that noise levels do exceed the
67 decibel (Leq) impact threshold. r :

[)
While we cannot consider noise barrlers for the area, we can
P consider landscaping as an alternate, 'solution. We have found
" that a visual screen of trees and shrubs often provides some
psychological relief from the traffic noise.

The Bureau of Landscape Architecture is currently conducting
a landscape feasibility study for the Manor Hill portion of the
community, which qualifies for date of construction, but not for
noise levels. We will include Phillips Drive and Red Barn Court
in this study for possible landscape screening, and will notify
vou cf the findings in late October.

Thank vou for bringing your conderns to my attention.

> B
L

Sincerelvy,

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc
bce: Mr. Bob B. Myers _ '
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams : '
. Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss = 321-3607 - July 26, 1988




Auguék 30, 1988

The Honorable Leon Albin |
Maryland House of Delegates

6512 Edenvale Road

Baltimore, Maryland 21209

Dear Delegate Albin:

Thank you for your August 4th letter regarding noise impacts
adjacent to I-695 in the Stevenson area.

We acknowledge that there are many areas throughout the
State, which are impacted by highway noise. Our noise policy was
developed to provide relief for those impacted areas where the
highway clearly created the impact on an existing community.
Where developments were built after the highway, people moving in
clearly knew of the highway in advance, and possibly realized a
better price because of the proximity of the road.

To further explain our noise policy and our extensive noise
abatement program, I have asked Mr. Charles B. Adams, Chief of
the Bureau of Landscape Architecture, to contact you to offer a
briefing at your convenience. i

In all candor, I am unable to defend from either a philo-
sophical point of view, or a fiscal point of view, the expendi-
ture of public funds to reduce noise impacts to homeowners whose
dwellings were constructed after the roadway was there (unless
there are major changes to the roadway itself that cause a
significant increase in noise.)

We appreciate your concerns and thank you for bringing them
to our attention. Please call me if you feel our noise policy is
unfair or unreasonable and would like to discuss this matter
further. Thanks.

Sincerely,
ORIGIFLL STIANTED BYL.
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:pf;//// :
cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams ?
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers

Mr. Robert D. Douglass

Dictated by: Mr. Charles B. Adams~§HA ext. 3521 8/18/88.
i
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. . ) /) Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation | e ot
State Highway Adniinistration Administrator -

&
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Mr. Uri P. Avin ﬁ
Howard County Planning Director i
3430 Courthouse Drive .
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Dear Mr. Avin:

I am writing in response to County Executive Elizabeth
Bobo's September l4th letter concerning I-95 traffjc noise in the
vicinity of the Lawyers Hill and Hunt Club Estates communities.

Repaving of the highway with ah asphalt pavenmnent could
reduce the noise level from I-95, particularly tire noise.
However, research is inconclusive as to the longevity of this
benefit. As the pavement wears, voids fill in and the surface
loses some of its quieting properties. We would give R
consideration ‘to the use of a bituminous overlay at such time as
resurfacing 1s necessary. :

We have studied the possibility of building an earth berm in
the Lawyers Hill area, north of Montgomery Road. Although it is
true that a berm would be less costly, there are several factors
which make this option impractical! First, the dense stand of
mature trees, between Lawyers Hill Road and I-95, is already
providing a partial visual screen for adjacent residences. Most
of these trees would have to be removed in order to construct a
berm, an impact that we normally could not support. In this
same area, the existing highway right-of-way is insufficient, and
would necessitate land donations to accommodate a berm.

We are currently conducting aEdetailed evaluation of the
Hunt Club Estates area, south of Méntgomery Road, which is
scheduled to be completed by the end of this year. This
evaluation will include the consideration of earth berms as an
option for that area. We will contact you in late January with
‘the” Tesalts of this study. ST T T

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltlmore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimoeore, Maryland 21203-0717

R o _ : R




Mr. Uri P. Avin
Page 2

P
b

Establlshlng noise zones along!major highways is a good
suggestion. We feel that the implementation of such a program
is more appropriate at the local level. It is 90551b1e to
control development that 1s more sensitive to noise through
setbacks and requirements of developers to provide noise
abatement. We have worked with you in the past regarding the
county's interest in requiring that new development consider
existing noise sources. We are very willing to continue this
partnership. Mr. Charles Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape
Architecture, is available to discuss this further. Please feel
free to contact him at (301) 321-3521. g

Thank you for brlnglng your concerns to my attention.

|

Slncerely,
ORiGiFAL SIGHED Bf

HAL’ V{\,JU\C“ F

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc
cc: The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo
Mr. Charles B. Adams




Decemb?r 21, 1988

The Honorable Raymond E. Beck
189 East Main Street
Westminster, Maryland 21157

Dear Senator Beck:

; ) .
I am writing to follow up my May 16 letter to you concerning

our additional noise impact studies in the Rona Road area
adjacent to I-695.

We have performed additional noise monitoring consisting of .

short-term measurements at residences on Meadowlawn Road,
Greenlawn Road and Arlene Circle, and two 24-hour measurements at
2809 Rona Road. The results of the 24-hour surveys are attached
for your information. h

Noise levels reached a maximum of 70 decibels during the
short-term measurements and, based on this latest data, a maximum
of seven residences would be impacted above the 67-decibel
threshold. A noise barrier to protect the impacted homes would
cost approximately $500,000. Dividing this figure by the seven
homes results in a cost per residence of over $70,000, well above
our limit for reasonable cost. Additionally, as I 1ndlcated in
my earlier letter, our studies concluded that a noise barrier
would probably be ineffective, espe01ally for those residences on
Rona Road and Arlene Circle, due to their distance from the
beltway. -

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to
your concerns, but hope that this additional information is
adequate for your needs. If you have additional questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me or Chief of Landscape
Architecture Charles B. Adams, at 321-3520.

Sincerely, av:
GINAL SIGNED &Y
OFAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Adnministrator

HK:prc

Attachments

tcc: Mr. Charles B. Adams
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers

- Mr. Robert D. Douglass |
Dictated by: §§</;;:;icia A. Gauss - 321-3607 - 12/8/88

i
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/ b Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation o
State Highway Administration Administrator

Septemﬁer 8, 1988

The Honorable Angela Beltram
Howard County Council

The George Howard Building
3430 Court House Drive
Ellicott city, Maryland 21043

Dear Councilwoman Beltram:

I am writing to update you on the status of the studies at
I-70 in the vicinity of Millbrook Road.

Our first task was to demonstrate to the residents the

- procedures and methodology for taking noise readings. This was
arranged through Mr. William Fischbach and done on May 23rd. 1In
addition to Mr. Fischbach, only four residents attended this
demonstration. Delegate Robert Kittleman also was present.

Our second task was to work with Mr. Fischbach to identify
additional areas where 24-hour noise measurements would be taken.
This was to ascertain whether the residences on the south side of
Millbrook Road were impacted above the 67-decibel threshold
criterion. In addition, it was to allow the residents, through
Mr. Fischbach, to have input regarding the noise measurements so
that they would be satisfied that the results were based on
appropriate data. This work has now been completed, and confirms
our earlier studies, which determined that these second-row
residences do not meet the noise level criterion. Therefore,
construction of a noise-barrier project would not be cost-
effective considering the number of impacted homes.

Our final task was to perform engineering and cost studies
to determine the feasibility of an earth berm as an alternative
to a wall-type noise barrier for the' area. We are currently
nearing completion of this work and will contact you in early
October with the results. .

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech

383-7555 Baitimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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The Honorable Angela Beltranm
Page Two

Thank you for your continuing interest in our noise
abatement program. Please don’t hesitate to call me if you have
any questions.

Sincerely
QINAL SIGNED B!

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc

cc: The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman
- The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan
The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo
Mr. William Fischbach

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams

dictated by Charlie Adams
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(Tlnuntg Gouncil of Hofvard County

GEORGE HOWARD BUILDING
3430 COURT*HOUSE DRIVE

ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043-4392 @@PYZ
992-2001 |
COUNCILMEMBERS ‘ ! . Robert E. Vogel
N Executiv
Ruth Keeton, Chairperson ' Ron:cld‘ Se S\jcvr:::r:tein ™
Disirici 4 ' I 1o Aud:
C. Vernon Gray, Vice Chairperson ; ' County Ruditer
Disirict 3 i
Angela Beltram - , '
District 2 ' . -
Charles C. Feaga : .
Do . ARL’ il 19, 1988
Shane Pendergrass
District 1 {:

Mr. Charles Adams b
State Highway Administration

2323 W. Joppa Road ' , : .
Brooklandville, MD .21022 ' .

Dear Mi. Adams:

Thank you for meeting with the residents of Millbrook Road to hear their
concerns about noise generated by Interstate 70. They are heavily impacted by
noise from this road and I appreciate your efforts to explore various options

to deal with this problem. ~

i

As a result of the April 18 meeting, I udderstand that the following
actions will be taken by the State Highway Administration:

-The dcb readings for the south . side of,Millbrbok Road will be taken.

-The SHA will notify the community contact person, William Fischbach,
9310 Millbrook Road, to coordinate schedule and monitoring sites.

-The engineering and cost feasibility of a dirt berm will be explored.

.1 would appreciate it if you would keep me informed as to the schedule for
the noise level test as well as the results}of both studies.

' : ' " Sincerely,

7 Angela Beltram
Council Member

AB:gt/pc-1137m

cc: William Fischbach X

DEAF TDD NUMBER - 992-2323
L]
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Richard H. Trainor
Secretary

Hal Kassoff

Administrator

I
DEC 1€ B

The Honorable Angela Beltram !
Howard County Council §
The George Howard Building
3430 Court House Drive
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Dear Councilwoman Beltram:

I am writing to advise you of the results of the community
meeting held on October 20th to discuss our noise abatement
studies for I-70 adjacent to the Millbrook Road area.

|

The results of our follow-up measurements verified the
results of our original study. Only the row of homes closest to
I-70 is impacted above the noise level threshold of our policy.
Therefore, the cost of a full-height noise wall exceeds the cost
per residence criterion as previously reported.

We have determined, however, that a cost-effective solution
might be achieved for this area through the combined use of an
earth berm and a shorter height noise wall. Precise costs cannot
be determined, however, until the design phase.

We will begin designing the project by late 1989, to make a
final determination on whether the barrier meets cost criteria.
This work should be completed within twelve to eighteen months
from that time. Included will be doil borings, foundation
studies, determination of optimal location, including height and
length, and coordination with affected property owners.

If, after those preliminary design studies are completed,
the barrier is found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to
the community, and adjacent property owners are willing to make
available any additional right-of-way should it be required, we
will proceed to final design. Scheduling of the barrier for
construction will depend upon availability of funds and the
remaining backlog of previously approved barriers. Just as an
indication, our present backlog will require several years to
implement.

-~ g
My telephone number i$(301)_.

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech ™~ -~
383-7555 Baltimore Metro — 565-0451 D.C. Metro — 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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The Honorable Angela Beltram

‘ Page Two

If there are opportunities to construct the earth berm at an
earlier date due to the availability of excess material from
other highway work, we will carefully consider it. However, we
do not anticipate the projects now under design in Howard County
to be advertised within the next two years will have any excess
material.

A question was posed at the meeting whether we could
consider temporary plywood barrier: for the interim. We do not-
believe this is feasible. 1In order to be effective, a barrier
must be about 14 feet high. To conhstruct a plywood barrier to
this height would be expensive. A barrier only eight feet in
height, which would be more reasonable in cost, would not be
acoustically effective. Therefore, this is not considered a
viable option. ,

Since we might be constructing this project, albeit at some
future date, we will not provide landscape planting as a visual
screen next spring as originally planned. This is because future
construction of the mound will destroy any vegetation we would
have planted.

I trust this information is sufficient for your needs at
this time. If you have any questions or desire additional
information, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Charles B.
Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at (301)

321-3521.
Sincerely,
ORKHNﬂLb&:'l)if
HAL KASSCFF
Hal Kassoff
Administrator
HK:prc

. Charles B. Adams

LAy =T




/ o Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation :a, P
State Highway Administration Administrator

September 8, 1988

The Honorable Angela Beltram f
Howard County Council [
The George Howard Building

3430 Court House Drive

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Dear Councilwoman Beltram:

I am writing to update you on the status of the studies at
I-70 in the vicinity of Millbrook Road.
3

Our first task was to demonstrate to the residents the
procedures and methodology for taking noise readings. This was
arranged through Mr. William Fischbach and done on May 23rd. 1In
addition to Mr. Fischbach, only four residents attended this
demonstration. Delegate Robert Kittleman also was present.

Our second task was to work with Mr. Fischbach to identify
additional areas where 24-hour noise measurements would be taken.
This was to ascertain whether the residences on the south side of
Millbrook Road were impacted above thé 67-decibel threshold
criterion. In addition, it was to allow the residents, through
Mr. Fischbach, to have input regarding the noise measurements so
that they would be satisfied that the results were based on
appropriate data. This work has now been completed, and confirms
our earlier studies, which determined that these second-row
residences do not meet the noise level criterion. Therefore,
construction of a noise-barrier project would not be cost-
effective considering the number of impacted homes.

Our final task was to perform engineering and cost studies
to determine the feasibility of an earth berm as an alternative
to a wall-type noise barrier for the area. We are currently

nearing completion of this work and will contact you in early
October with the results.

My telephone number is (301)

) Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Marylanzd 21203-0717
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The Honorable Angela Beltram

Page Two

Thank you for your continuing interest in our noise
abatement program. Please don’t hesi;ate to call me if you have

any questions.

HK:prc

cc: The Honorable Robert H
The Honorable Edward J

-sinceref§
GINAL SICNED BT

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

. Kittleman
. Kasemeyer

The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan
The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo

Mr. William Fischbach

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams

‘dictated by Charlie Adams




N Maryland Department of Transportation ;al P
‘ State Highway Administration” Administrator

August 3, 1988
.

The Honorable John Eishop
1520 Doxbury Road
Towson, Marvland 21204

Dear Delegate Bishop:
;
I am responding to vour telephoné inquiry concerning the
noise abatement project on the outer Joop of 1-695 from York Road
to Dulaney . Valliev Road.

This project is scheduled for advertisement in 1989. A
community meeting will be held before the completion of the
final design in order to present the project to the residents
and determine if at least 75% are in ifavor of the project. When
the Meeting is scheduled, we will notify vou and other elected
officials in vour district. T expect this to be in the Fall of
this vear. : )

Thank »ou for vour interest 1n our MNolse Abatement Program.
; 4
Sin erel//,

Hal hassoff
CAdministrato:

HRK/prc S
ce: The Honorable Helen Delich Bentlew
The Honorable F. Vernon Boozer :
The Honorable Michael Gisriel
The Honorable Martha S. Klima
The Honorable Dennis F. Rasmusslen
The Honorable Barbara F. Bachur

I

h
i

My telephone number is (301} i

[ '
_ Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech -
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
’ 707 North Caivert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

L _ __

Richard H. Trainor




Richard H. Trainor

YA Maryland Department of Transportation e
State Highway Adminisi. ation | Administrator

August 1, 1988

The Honorable Michael E. Busch
Maryland House of Delegates
212 House Office Building

- Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991

Dear Delegate Busch: u
Thank you for your July 12th letter to Mr. Charles B. Adams,
concernlng noise and landscaping issues associated with the
improvements to US 50 at Roscoe Rowe Boulevard.
First, I would like to address the noise issue. In order
for an area to be eligible for a sound barrier, all of the

following criteria must be met.

t:
- Noise levels must exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels. This is a national impact criteria established by
the Federal Highway Admiristration.

- The majority of the impacted residences must have been con-
structed prior to the highway.\

-- An effective means to reduce tﬁe impact must be available.
--. The proposed highway improvement must result in a substan-

tial increase over noise levels that would occur under a
no-build condition. !

—_ Cost of abatement must be reasonable. We consider $40,000

per protected residence to be the maximum reasonable
expenditure. A protected residence is one which is impacted
and will receive a five decibel or greater benefit from a
barrier. .

“ My telephone number is (301)_

Teletypewrliter for Impalred Hearlng or Speech
383 7555 Banlmore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St,, Baltimore. Marviand 21203-0717
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- The Honorable Michael E. Busch
Page Two ) i

| _
The area of your concern along Kirkley Road and Gladden Road
was evaluated during both the planning and design phases of the
project. The most recent evaluation was performed in 1987. This
ranalysis looked at both the southwest and southeast quadrants of
the Rowe Boulevard/US 50 interchange.

The study conc¢luded that noise;barriers are not warranted
for either area. The area in the southwest guadrant is not
anticipated to experience noise levels in excess of the 67 _
decibel impact threshold. This is mainly due to the fact that
the mainline roadways will be shiftéd to the north from their
present location. "

i “

The area along Kirkley Road in, the southeast quadrant is
expected to experience noise levels;in excess of the impact
threshold. The analysis determined. that a barrier to protect
this area would range in cost from $63,000 to $101,000 per
residence depending on the barrier option costed. This cost
greatly exceeds the $40,000 per residence we feel is the maximum
reasonable expenditure. ' :

_ You also asked about the feasibility of landscaping adjacent
' to the interchange ramps to reduce the noise. 1In those instances
‘ where we cannot justify the construbtion of sound barriers, we
will consider landscaping to provide a visual buffer. We have
found this often results in a positive psychological benefit.

Foilowing the highway reconstrhctioh project we will prepare
plans for landscaping of the completed highway. These plans will

consider the screening opportunities in those areas you expressed
concern. :

If you need additional information, please do not hesitate
to contact me. 1

Sincerely;

HaV' assoff
Administrator

HK:prc

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams
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fg Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation | :a”'(also y
State Highway Administration ; Administrator | i

December é, 1988

The Honorable Arthur Dorman
8270 New Hampshire Avenue
Langley Park, Maryland Oﬁ/} t

Dear Senator rman:
Is

I am wr1t1ng to report to you the results of our recent
traffic noise studies in the Knollwood area adjacent to the
I-95/495 interchange, and along I-95 1n the vicinity of Aitcheson
and Denim Roads.

Additional noise measurements were' conducted along Duncan
Drive adjacent to the I-95/495 interchange as part of an ongoing
noise barrier design project in the area. A 24-hour measurement

was conducted and it was found that the impact threshold of 67

. decibels (dBA) was exceeded for two of the 24 hours. Based on
these results, it was determined that a total of seven residences
" were impacted. These were located at elther end of our existing

earth berm in this area.

An evaluation was made regarding the feasibility of bulldlng
a noise barrier wall at each end of theé berm to protect the
impacted residences. Several factors make a barrier impractical.
There is a maximum of seven residences impacted and the cost for
each barrier section would exceed our guidelines. The cost for
the two barrier sections was estimated.at nearly $400,000, over
$55,000 per residence. In addition, there is a major pipeline at
the north end of the earth mound near Edgemont Drive, which would
likely increase construction costs. .

We propose that addltlonal 1andscap1ng be prov1ded at each
end of the ex1st1ng earth mound in the'Knollwood area as part of
the adjacent noise barrier contract. The plantings will consist
mainly of evergreens, which will prov1de a yvear-round v1sua1
screen.

,%W;z:,% fw@w
/1/7 I2f14/FP ;
*‘I’ | 74?.4443 —t CAéLovfcﬂrC e :#:
Noree Wﬁ/@%y‘ 44

My telephone number is (301)

i;
Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baitimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
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The Honorable Arthur Dorman
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" Hal ' Kassoff
,Admlnlstratorj»

HK:prc

bce: Mr. Bob B Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
LMr’ Charles B Adams

chtated by. .Ms.




August 4, 1988

' The Honorable Arthur Dorman
8270 New Hampshire Avenue
Langley Park, Maryland 20903 :

Dear Senator Dorman:

Thank you for your recent letter to District Englneer
Michael Snyder concerning additional noise measurements in the
Adelphi area.

Our Bureau of Landscape Architecture will perform the study
to determine if the area meets the criteria for a sound barrier.
The study will take approximately three months.

I will contact you with the results by mid- November Thank
you for your continued interest in our Noise Abatement Program.

Sincerely,

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

) HK27£; L .
cc:/ Mr. Charles B. Adanmns

dictated by Charlie Adams




Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation ' e ot
State Highway Administration Administrator

December 9, 1988

The Honorable Arthur Dorman
8270 New Hampshire Avenue

Langley Park, Marylan2;>£%£93 é

Dear Senator rman:

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent
traffic noise studies in the Knollwood area adjacent to the
I-95/495 interchange, and along I-95 in the vicinity of Aitcheson
and Denim Roads.

Additional noise measurements were conducted along Duncan
Drive adjacent to the I-95/495 interchange as part of an ongoing
noise barrier design project in the area. A 24-hour measurement
was conducted and it was found that the impact threshold of 67
decibels (dBA) was exceeded for two of the 24 hours. Based on
these results, it was determined that ia total of seven residences
were impacted. These were located at ‘either end of our existing
earth berm in this area.

An evaluation was made regarding the feasibility of building
a noise barrier wall at each end of the berm to protect the
impacted residences. Several factors make a barrier impractical.
There is a maximum of seven residences impacted and the cost for
each barrier section would exceed our guidelines. The cost for
the two barrier sections was estimated at nearly $400,000, over
$55,000 per residence. 1In addition, there is a major pipeline at
the north end of the earth mound near Edgemont Drive, wh1ch would
likely increase construction costs.

We propose that additional landscaping be provided at each
end of the existing earth mound in the Knollwood area as part of
the adjacent noise barrier contract. The plantings will consist
mainly of evergreens, which will provide a year-round visual
screen.

My teiephone number is (301)

Teietypewriter for impalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baitimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free
707 North Calvert St., Baitimore, Maryiand 21203-0717
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QLP Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of ﬁanspaﬂatmn ;al""(a’;so ,
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The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan
12400 Clarksville Pike
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Dear Delegate Flanagan:

I am writing to advise you of the results of the community"
meeting held on October 20th to discuss our noise abatement
studies for I-70 adjacent to the M;llbrook Road area.

The results of our follow-up measurements verified the
results of our original study. Only the row of homes closest to
I-70 is impacted above the noise level threshold of our policy.
Therefore, the cost of a full-height noise wall exceeds the cost
per residence criterion as previously reported.

We have determined, however, that a cost-effective solution
might be achieved for this area through the combined use of an
earth berm and a shorter height noise wall. Precise costs cannot
be determined, however, until the design phase.

We will begin designing the project by late 1989, to make a
final determination on whether the barrier meets cost criteria.
This work should be completed within twelve to eighteen months
from that time. Included will be soil borings, foundation
studies, determination of optimal location, including height and
length, and coordination with affected property owners.

If, after those preliminary design studies are completed,
the barrier is found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to
the community, and adjacent property owners are willing to make
available any additional right-of-way should it be required, we
will proceed to final design. Scheduling of the barrier for
construction will depend upon availability of funds and the
remaining backlog of previously approved barriers. Just as an
indication, our present backlog w1ll require several years to
implement.

: . ' My telephone number is (301)

Nt Teletypewriter tor Impalred Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltlmore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Mgtro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan
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1

If there are opportunities to construct the earth berm at an

earlier date due to the availability of excess material from

other highway work, we will carefully consider it. However, we
do not anticipate the projects now under design in Howard County
to be advertised within the next two years will have any excess
material.

A question was posed at the meeting whether we could
consider temporary plywood barrier for the interim. We do not
believe this is feasible.  In order to be effective, a barrier
must be about 14 feet high. To construct a plywood barrier to
this height would be expensive. 'A barrier only eight feet in
height, which would be more reasonable in cost, would not be
acoustically effective. Therefore, this is not considered a
viable option.

Since we might be constructing this project, albeit at some
future date, we will not provide landscape planting as a visual
screen next spring as originally planned. This is because future
construction of the mound will destroy any vegetation we would
have planted.

I trust this information is sufficient for your needs at
this time. If you have any questions or desire additional
information, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Charles B.
Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at (301)
321-3521.

OR?d!RXL ERHEh By:
‘HAL KASSQFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc

ccy Mr. Charles B. Adams




gi Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation e
State Highway Administration Administrator

November 1, 1988

I

The Honorable l.eo E. Green
3123 Belair Drive ‘ '
Bowie, Maryland 20715

Dear Senator Green: !

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mrs. Helen
Cabbiness and the residents of the Ruxton Drive area in Lanham
concerning traffic noise from I-95 (Capital Beltway).

In April 1987, the State Highway Administration formally
adopted a Noise Policy because of the great number of potential
projects that exist well beyond any possibility of funding.
Since our resources for noise barrier projects are limited, it
was necessary to develop a policy to address those areas where

. the construction of the highway clearly created the problem. As
a result, all of the following criteria must be met for an area
to be eligible for inclusion in our program:

- noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels (dBA):

-- a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the
highway;

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may
not exceed $40,000;

- seventy~-five percent of the affected residents must favor
the project; and

- funds must be available.

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewrliter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

o . i .
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The Honorable Leo E. Green
Page Two

h

The Ruxton Drive area has been evaluated for inclusion in
our Noise Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the
date of construction of the impacted residences. A community
noise survey was conducted in mid-1986 which found noise levels
at the residences adjacent to the highway to be at or above the
impact threshold, thus satisfying this requirement. However, it
was determined that a majority (over 80%) of the homes impacted
by the noise were not constructed until several years after the
Beltway, which was completed in 1964. Therefore, the area does
not qualify for noise barriers under our policy.

As you are aware, the funding' of highway projects, including
noise barriers, is obtained from gasoline taxes, highway user
fees and corporate taxes, not from private citizens’ income or
property taxes. The important point, however, is that only those

- areas which meet our noise policy criteria are eligible for noise
barriers.

Finally, the fly-over ramp from westbound US 50 will be
located a considerable distance south of the Ruxton Drive area.
Due to this great distance, no noise contribution from the fly-
‘ over will be perceptible in your area.

I know Mrs. Cabbiness wrote directly to Secretary of
Transportation Richard H. Trainor and sent the petition to him.
His direct response to her conveyed this information. While we
regret we cannot offer a more positive response to the residents’
concerns, we trust we have adequately clarified our policy as it
relates to this community. Please do not hesitate to contact me
if you require additional information.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

HAL KASSOFF
Hal Kassoff
Administrator

|! |
HK:prc |

|
cc: Secretary Richard H. Trainor

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams

Dictated by: Mr. Eﬁgene J. Miller, Jr.-SHA ext. 10/25/88 321-3630

|
i
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October 24, 1988

The Honorable Paula Hollinger
3708 Lanamer Road
Randallstown, Maryland 21133 b

Dear Senator Hollinger:

I am writing to follow up on Seéretary Richard H. Trainor’s
April 27th letter to you concerning our landscape feasibility
studies for Manor Hill Road, adjacent to I-695.

An investigation of the area indicates that the homes are
fairly well screened from the highway by the existing roadside
vegetation. This buffer will be much less effective, however, in
the fall and winter when the deciduous plants lose their leaves.
However, our studies have determined.that it is possible to
supplement the existing vegetation with additional landscape
plantings. These plantings will consist predominantly of
evergreen trees accompanied by some deciduous material to retain
the natural appearance. This will provide a year-round visual
screen from the traffic, which could' provide some psychological
relief from the noise.

A landscape design based on théifeasibility plan will be
developed this winter and planting for the project will be
accomplished next spring. '

I trust this information satisfies your needs at this time.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any additional
questions.

Sincerely,
ORIGINAL Siv
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator
[

HK:prc
cc: Mr. Richard H. Trainor
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers i

Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams

Dictated by: Patricia Gauss - October 20, 1988 - 321-3607




3

October 25, 1988

The Honorable Paula C. Hollinger
3708 Lanamer Road
Randallstown, Maryland 21183

Dear Senator Hollinger: :

Thank you for your letter of October 7th concerning the
proposed planting for the Annen Woods Community.

We regret that there has been a delay in procuring the
contract to accomplish the planting for this area. The contract
has now been finalized and we have notified the contractor to
order the necessary plant material. If the plants are available
and can be obtained before the end of the fall planting season,
the work will be accomplished as scheduled. Otherwise, the work
will definitely be completed this coming spring.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further
questions. ‘

Sincerely,

ORiw AL SIGNED BY:
‘HAL KASSOFF

Hél Kassoff

Administrator

HK:prc

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams
Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.

Dictated by: Mr. Paul A. Georgiou - October 21, 1988 - 321-3608




The Honorable Paula C. Hollinger
3708 Lanamer Road |
Randallstown, Maryland 21183

Dear Senator Hollinger:

’4

I

October 25, 1988

Thank you for your letter of October 7th concerning the

proposed planting for the Annen Woods Community.

{

We regret that there has been ajdelay in procuring the
contract to accomplish the planting for this area. The contract
has now been finalized and we have nétified the contractor to
order the necessary plant material. |'If the plants are available
and can be obtained before the end of the fall planting season,
the work will be accomplished as scheduled Otherwise, the work
will definitely be completed this: comlng spring.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further

questions.

HK:prc

bcc:

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

1
i

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

Bob B. Myers

Robert D. Douglass
Charles B. Adans

Eugene J. Miller, Jr.—"

Dictated by: Mr. Paul A. Georgiou -iOctober 21, 1988 - 321-3608
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SEP 16 1988

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer ;
U. S. House of Representatives

1513 Longworth House Office Bulldlng
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hoyer:

Thank you for your recent lettFr, on behalf of Mr. Brian J.
Hamilton, concerning the traffic noise impact analysis conducted
for the Glenn Dale Estates communlty adjacent to US 50 (proposed

1-68).

We have reviewed the issues raised in Mr. Hamilton's July
29th letter and have determined that Glenn Dale Estates does not
qualify for noise barriers on the basis of cost effectiveness
and date of construction. We have forwarded copies of all
related correspondence to your office, but in the event that you
have not received the letters, I have enclosed a copy of each for
your review. The letter dated August 18th responds directly to
the concerns Mr. Hamilton has raised regarding our analysis.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you requlre any
additional information.

Sincerely,
OnxGINAL SIGNED BY;
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc

Enclosures

cc: Mr. Brian J. Hamilton %

Secretary Richard H. Trainor
The Honorable Leo Green

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
_Mr. Charles B. Adams
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STENY H. HOYER _ ’ . : 3{# APPROPRIATIONS COMMI

" i
6TH DISTRICT, MARYLAND . !‘i
. ! TREASURY, POSTAL SERVI

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

DEPUTY WHIP

DEMOCRATIC STEERING aungrzﬁg nf‘ tﬁz %nitzd %tatzs HEALTH ANDLQTJ':‘A'N SERVI
| Ano Poucy Coumres ., Rouse of Representatives S
Coumission on SECURITY AND Washington, D 20515

COOPERATION IN EUROPE . .

August 12, 1988
. ﬁ _ |

.Mr. Hal Kassoff, Administrator

Maryland Department of Transportation

State Highway Administration
P.0. Box 717 |
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 |

i

Dear Mr. Kassoff,

‘The Glenn Dale Estates Civic Association has contacted me
regarding the sound barriers along U.S. 50 adjacent to the Glenn
Dale Estates Community. - ° F

The Association is specifically concerned about the rationale
for the number of homes included in the noise reduction cost

analysis.

‘Enclosed for your information is a copy of the correspondénce
I received from the civic association. I would greatly
appreciate receiving a response to the association's concerns
along with an explanation of that portion of the analysis about
which the residents have expressed doubt.

‘“Think you for your consideration and with kindest regards, I
am

isincerely'yours,

| STENY H. HOYER

Enclosure

Please Respond To:

Hon. Steny H. Hoyer : Sy
U.S. House of Representatives !
1513 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 :
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Brian J. Hamilton Do
Glenn Dale Estates . K
Civic Association Rep i
11304 Maiden Drive
Bowie, MD 20715
July 29, 1988 ‘
Mr.,Hal Kassoff
Administrator o
Maryland Department of Transportation
State Highway Administration

F.0. Box 717 :

Baltimore, MD 21203-0717

4

Dear Mr. Kassoff: '
Thank you for your recent reply concerning the noice barriers
for the Glenn Dale Estates Community. Thank you also for your
explanations regarding the Noise Abatement Folicy. I cannot
dispute your computer analysis, which predict the future traffic
volumes and projected noise impact, because I don’t know what
factors or data that were included. However, I do stand to
differ with you on the number of residences that you used in your
study. Your analysis used 34 homes ditrectly adjacent to the
highway. My home, along with-bther homee, is across the street
from those adjacent to the highway where the noise level is just
ac qreat. The recidences on the opposite side of the stregt
should have been included in your analysis as well. Many of us
have to sleep with the windows closed at night to shut out the
noise; nonetheless, the vibration from the trucks.still shake the
contente in the houses. = r '
i .
If you' took into consideration the 27 residences oppocite the 27
homes adjacent to the highway with the high decibel readings,
the cost per 54 impacted residences would be $29,000 instead of

$57,000. This would be less then the $40,000 limit and deemed
reasonable. .

A

Therefore, I am asking you to éeconsider your analysis because
total data needed was not incluided. A further analysis should

be done on the residences opposite the 27 with high decibel
readings.

Sincerely, :

Briis f Fan: |
/Vd/)vﬂa, % :
Brian J. Hamilton -
cc: The Honorable William Donald Schaefer
The Honorable Leo Green f
The Honorable Steny H, Hoyer
The Honorable Parris N. Glendening
Mr. Richard H. Trainor '

Brian J. Hamilton
Glenn Dale Estates
Civiec Association Rep :
11304 Maiden Drive d
Bowie, MD 20715 ;
July 29, 1988 :

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer . .
1513 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 ;
Dear Mr. Hoyer: ' '

Thank you for responding to the concerns of Glenn Dalg
Estates Community. Your time and effort are grgatly appreciated.
I received a reply from Mr. Hal'Kassoff, Admlpxstratqr, of the
Maryland Department of Transportation concerning the sound
barriers along US S0 adjacent to the Glenn Dale Estatgs ' .
Community. In his letter he identified the three pasxc criteria
that must be met inorder to install the sound barriers. However,
I did not agree with the SHA method of analysis.. I felt thht
residences other than the ones adjacent to the highway should be
measured for noise levels. i

: My enclocsed letter requesté a further stuqy to be cqnducted
because the noise does not only 'affect the residénces adjacent to
the highway but other residences in proximity. He ask that you
stick with us in trying to get this problem solved.
' Sincérely,

B f fe i

' Brian J. Hamilton

Encl.
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. En ' @ Richard H. Tramor

Malyland Depaﬂmentoﬂianspoﬂatmn - :e; j‘(";so ,
State Highway Administration |  Administrator -
& ‘ - :

{D

October 21, 1988

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
United States House of Representatives
4351 Garden City Drive, Suite 625
Landover, Maryland 20785

Dear Congressman Hoyer.

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Andrew J.
Lee, concerning the noise problem in the area of Castlewood '
‘Drive, adjacent to I-495. We recently received a .similar letter

from Councilwoman JoAnne Bell on Mr. Andrews’ behalf. Let me ~

share with you the information we gave her concerning our pollcy"
and its application to the Largo-Beltway community.

In April 1987, the State Highway Administration formally
adopted a Noise Abatement Policy because of the great number of.
potential projects that exist, well beyond any possibility of
funding. Since our resources for noise barrier projects are

- *limited, it was necessary to develop a policy to address those-
- areas where the construction of the highway clearly created the

' problem. As a result, all of the follow1ng criteria must be meti;*”'*

for an area to be ellglble for inclusion in our program'
C - noise levels must exceed the impact threshold of. 67 T
decibels; -
-- the majorlty of the impacted res1dences must have been
constructed prior to the highway;

- an effective solution to reduce noise levels must be'
feas1ble,

- cost of a noise barrier cannot exceed $4O 000 per 1mpacted :
, residence, L V

- a majorlty of at least 75% of the affected communlty must
favor the project; and

== . funds must be available.

Prior to the development of Maryland’s policy on noise
barriers, we were guided by federal eligibility criteria, which:
provided that federal funds may not be used for protecting -
developments which came after the highway, except for develop-
ments built prior to 1976. Frankly, we saw little basis

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewrlter for Impalred Hearing or Speech '
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C., Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
Page Two ‘

for the exception, and dig not include it in Maryland’s policy.
Our policy is based on the presumption that developments which
were built after the highway cannot logically or equitably be )
entitled to costly noise barriers at public expense. The prior
existence of the highway was an integral part of the value of the
land, the cost of the pProperties, and the choices of consumers.

All of the homes in Mr. Lee’s community were constructed
well after the Capital Beltway and, therefore, do not qualify for
noise barriers. While we recognize that noise levels are above .

barriers in areas which do not meet all of the policy require-
ments. To make exceptions would open our program 'to many -
situations in other areas where we have denied sound barriers for
similar reasons. - :

It
v

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to
your concerns, but trust that I have adequately clarified our
policy as it relates to this community. Please do not hesitate
to contact me if you require additional information., ' C

Sincerely,
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

Hal Kassoff

Administrator
HK/sl ~
bce: Mr. Bob B. Myers

Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams.” ,

Dictated by: Ms. P. A. Gauss-SHA 321-3607 10/13/88
RECoIvEp
' OCT 25 189
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‘September 21, 1988

Mr. Hal Kassoff I
State Highway Administration

707 North Calvert Street ?
Baltimore, Maryland 11101

Dear Mr. Ka \

I am writing to you again on behalf; of Mr. Andrew J. Lee and
the Citizens of the Largo-Beltway Community, who have contacted
me regarding the community's request forithe construction of
sound barriers to lessen the exposure to, noise, pollution, and
the consequences of the Beltway traffic.:

Enclosed for your review is a copy of the letter outlining
the problem. I would greatly apprec1ate your reviewing their
concerns and providing guidance for my response.

With kindest regards, I am

Lok
Sincerely yours,

1

STENY H. HOY

Enclosure

Please respond to:

4351 Garden City Drive
Suite 625
Landover, Maryland 20785
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Augqust 29, 1988

fiad

- The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
Landover, MD. 20785

We are now ‘exposed to noise, pollution, vehicular accidents,
hazardous materials, and trespassers. We live along the Capital

Beltway in the Largo community. Sound barriers along the east
side of the Beltway between mile markers 12 and 15, berms, or
some other structure should be - constructed to remedy the

problem. What can you do to help?

The problem has been accentuated because the
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) is now installing
a water main on our property, and all the trees have been
removed.  These trees, many of which were over 10-15 years old,
provided the only protection from the by-products of the Beltway.
Although the property is to be restored, we doubt that the big
trees will be replaced. We have come to realize first-hand that
trees are valuable resources. ;
: Our property is exposed now. 'The estimated WSSC completion

date is not until April 19, 1989. ITravelers on the Beltway can
look right 1into our homes. Motorists with automobile trouble
often jump the fence to come to our'homes to call for help. Gas
cans and other items often are found missing. The noise level
now is bearly digestable. In 1987, the entire community was
evacuated because of a potential truck exp1051on The grass and
weeds on the Beltway side of the fence is never mowed, inviting
snakes and other rodents.

This is not our first attempt to ask for help. Refer to the

enclosed responses to our first inquiry in 1986. Only
Congressman Steny Hoyer readily provided us with a letter from
the State Highway Administration which stated, among other

things, that our houses might not qualify for sound barriers
because they were built after May, 1976. (Some of the houses were
built before this date). - Other officials alluded to the
significant installation costs or that they were reviewing the
matter.

So as members of your constituency, we are asking for your
help in resolving this problem. Trees cannot be replaced so
easily and we are dangerously exposed. Your assistance will be
greatly appreciately and remembered. What can you do to help?
(25 Petitioners signatures on file) '

Sincerely,

CITIZENS OF LARGO-BELTWAY COMMUNITY
1001 Castlewood Drive
}Largo, MD 20772




‘Ada Koonce Blumenschein
Vice-Chairman i

41
WASHINGTON SUBURBAN

SANITARY COMMISSION
|

4017 Hamilton Streetis Hyattsville, MD 20781 ¢ 301-699-4000

COMMISSIONERS

Robert P. Will -

Chairman <

Henry T. Arrington ’
Waymond D. Bray
Gilbert B. Lessenco

Robert M. Potter Department of Engineering * 8103 Sandy Spring Road ¢ Laurel, MD 20707
Richard G. Hocevar
General Manager June 7, 1988

Resident f

1001 Castlewood Drive
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

Re:. " Contract 70058
Dear Resident:

Contract 86BR7005B, for the installation of a water main, has
been awarded to the Marona Construction Company by the Washington
Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC). i

5
The following information is being supplied to you in the
interest of keeping you informed about the progress of the project

in your area. ‘

Construction will take place on the East side of I-95 from
Central Avenue to Ritchie Marlboro Road. It is expected that work
on this project will start promptly and certain portions of the
project may be completed before others. The estimated completion
date for the entire project is April 18, 1989 dependenL upon weather

conditions, etc. ,

The Commission Project Inspector on this job is Ms. Detorah Sluder.
Questions regarding the project and its progress may be directed to

the Inspector in the field or to me at my office, telephone number
699-4951.,

Every effort will be made to restore any disturbed areas as soon
as possible and as near as practical to their original condition.
4 ‘ !
Your cooperation and understanding as the job progresses will
assist us immeasurably in completing this work with a minimwm of
inconvenience to you and your neighbors.

Sincerely,

Syt . Spps

John L. Byars
Contract Manager II

1918 ® Years of Dedicated Service © 1988
1918 ® Years of Dedicated Service ® 1958
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- ANDREW J. LEE \

| Certified Public Accountant Lo~
Certified Management Accountant
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August 29, 1986

Congressman Steny Hoyer
1513 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

-Dear Congressman Hoyer:

Re: Beltway Sound Barrier
Largo Community
12-15 Mile Markers, Southside

On behalf of myself and my Largo neighbors, I am writing
concerning a problem we are experiencing with Beltway traffic.
We are being plagued by increased noise levels, dying trees that
have provided a sound break, smog and trespassing motorists whose
cars have broken down. We have endured it all because we love
our homes and our neighborhood. Before moving out, we want to
know if there are any plans to build a sound barrier, as it has
s0 nicely been done in Northern Virginia and along the Beltway
near Lanham/Greenbelt?

Please let us know what can be done, if anything. You may
~call or write as indicated below:

899-1777 (9 a.m. - 5 p.m.)
350-6295 (after 6 p.m.)
1001 Castlewood Drive
Largo, Maryland 20772

Sincerely,
;SLC/
Andrew J. %ee
cc: Largo Civic Association

i

It
i
i
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November 17,

Mr. Andrew J, Lee

1001 Castlewood Drive
Largo, Maryland 20772
Dear Mr. Lee:

This is a follow-up to your co
installation of sound barriers alon
Capital Beltway between mile markers
still reviewing this matter, howeve|
following information with you.

As the Capital Beltway (I-95)
checked with the State Highway Admi
method of determining when and wher
barriers. The factors considered i
are noise levels, date of developme
of persons affected, and the cost o
The present program is being funded
and 10% State funds for a total of
year statewide. The average cost o
approximately 1.8 million dollars p
construction to about 5.5 miles per
State.

I have asked the State Highway
investigate your problem area and t
findings with a possible date for ¢
barriers.
provided with a summary of our find

Again, thank you for bringing
attention. If I may be of assistan.
please feel free to contact my of fil

Sincerely,

A

Parris N. G
County Exec

cc: Michael Snyder

County Administration Building — Upper Ma

As soon as the review is complete,

4>

THE PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY GOVERNMENT

| | (301) 952-4131

County Fxecutive
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Maryland Department olliansponaflon Willlam K. Hellmann

State, HighWly Administration R Secrstary
: | Hal Kassoft
" October 27, 1986 Admintstrator
I[nf.' {H{w\‘; i
The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer : DT IR
: { P iy

U.S. House of Representatives : : NQXJ Z{)]}uo
4351 Garden City Drive ‘ .
Suite 625

Landover, Maryland 20785
Dear Congie%ffgg,ﬁeyéf?'s;l,55; f

Please refer to your letter dated September 15, 1986, on
behalf of Mr. Andrew J. Lee requesting a sound barrier along
Interstate Route 95 in the Largo area of Prince George's
County. - ' i

fe

The State Highway Administration has established a noise
abatement program to provide sound barriers for residential
areas along existing major highways. Under guidelines based
on Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) regulations, two
requirements must be satisfied for an area to qualify for a
sound barrier: 1) noise levels at a majority of the residences
adjacent to the highway must exceed FHWA noise level criteria
and, 2) the residences must have come into existence prior to
May, 1976. 1In establishing the regulations, FHWA considered
that by this date, traffic noise impact had become a recognized
condition adjacent to major highways, and that noise abatement
for development occurring after that date should be the
responsibility of the developer.

Noise level studies in the CaséleWood Drive area date back
to 1979. However, the development came into existence in 1977.

Based on Federal guidelines, this area does not qualify for

sound barriers.

. . L ) :
I hope this information is sufficient for your needs at
this time. Thank you for your interest in our noise

abatement program.
Sincerelb,
O
_ [

Hdl Kassoff
Adminisﬁrator
:

HK:jb

My telephone number is 659-1111
- Teletypewrlter for Impaired Hearing or Speech

383-7555 Baltimore Metro — 565-0451 D.C. Metro ~ 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toli Free
P.O. Box 717 / 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Marytand 21203 - 0717
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Maryland Department of Transportation B ;wmfv |
] ‘N ol al Kassoff
State Highway Adm/n/strat/on]; Admintstrator

i
DEC 27 1988

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
4351 Garden City Drive

Suite 625

Landover, Maryland 20785

i

Dear Congressman Hoyer: i
Thank you for your recent 1etter on behalf of John J.

Yannone concerning the proposed 1mprovements to US 50 and MD 1¢7
in the vicinity of Princeton Square.

For a community to be considered for the State Highway
Administration's Noise Abatement Program, all of the following
criteria must be met:

~— noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
: decibels (dBR);

-— a majority of the impacted res1dences must have preceded th=z
highway; C

|
-- construction of an effective noise barrier must ‘be feasible;

-- cost must be reasonable; cost per'protected residence may
not exceed $40,000; ' '

-—- at least 75% of the affected residents must favor the
project; and

-- funds must be available.

Our records show 1984 as the year in which the Princeton
Square residents were built. While Princeton Square residents
may not have been aware of the progeét until recently, the Noise
Impact Study for the project was publlshed in October 1980, and
the project has been a matter of public record since the Federal
Highway Administration gave its location approval in 1982. The
area was not identified as impacted in the studies because it did
not yet exist as a residential community, nor was it in existence
at the time of the public hearing held on March 3, 1981.

My telephone number is {(301)

Teletypewriter for impaired Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

o - | S
Lf{ RlchardH Trainor.: -
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DEC - 7 1088

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
Page 2 |
t'.

H

_ Additionally, the site plan for Princeton Square shows that

" the community was planned with the knowledge of the possible
relocation of MD 197. Therefore, the area does not meet the
requirement for date of construction.

. We have offered to meet with Mr. Yannone and the residents’
to clarify our noise policy and the proposed US 50 project. If
they are interested in scheduling a meeting, we will notify you
as well. Thank you for your continuing interest in our Noise

Abatement Program. ' N I

si#céfely,
ORIGINAL SIGNFD BY:
HAL KASSGFF.

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK/eh
‘ bcec: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adans *

Dictated by: g;nfiZEa A. Gauss-61.5,| ext. 321-3607 on 12-16-88.

&




Rlchard H. Tramor

Secretary

- Maryland Department of Transportation | $
al Kassoff
State H/ghway Adm/n/strat/on - - Administrator

October 21, 1988

3

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer

r,Unlted States House of Representatlves

4351 Garden City Drive, Suite 625
Landover, Maryland 20785

- Dear Congressman Hoyer.

_ :nThank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Andrew J.
Lee, concerning the noise problem in the area of Castlewood -
Drive, adjacent to I-495. We recently received a .similar letter

. from Councilwoman JoAnne Bell on Mr. Andrews'’ behalf. Let me
. share with you the information we gave her concerning our pollcy
V,and 1ts appllcatlon to the Largo- Beltway community. :

In Aprll 1987 the State nghway Admlnlstratlon formally

ohﬂﬂﬂadopted ‘a Noise Abatement Pollcy because of the great number of
';h-potentlal projects that exist, well beyond any possibility of

funding. Since our resources for noise barrier projects are
limited, it was necessary to develop a policy to address those
areas where the construction of the highway clearly created the
‘problem. - As a result, all of the follow1ng criteria must be met -
for an area to be ellglble for 1nclu51on in our program:

”'45 _lnolse levels must exceed the 1mpact threshold of 67
X dec1bels,
-— the majorlty of the impacted re51dences must have been
constructed prior to the highway;

- an effective solution to reduce noise levels must be
A feasible;

--  cost of a noise barrier cannot exceed $40,000 per impacted
' re51dence, h

--. a majority of at least 75%'ofithe affected community must
favor the project; and i

- == - funds must be available.

‘ Prlor to the development of Maryland's policy on noise
barriers, we were guided by federal eligibility criteria, which
provided that federal funds may not be used for protecting
developments which came after the highway, except for develop-
ments built prior to 1976. Frankly, we saw little basis

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech
- 383- 7555 Baitimore Metro - 565~-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baitimore, Maryland 21203-0717

CRVEPABIOREY e e R - !
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“. ‘The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
.. Page Two '

for the exception, and did not include it in Maryland’s policy.
Our policy is based .on the presumption that developments which
were built after the highway cannot iogically or equitably be
entitled to costly noise barriers at public expense. The prior
existence of the highway was an integral part of the value of the
land, the cost of the properties, and the choices of consumers.

.. All of the homes in Mr. Lee’s community were constructed
‘well after the Capital Beltway and, therefore, do not qualify for
. noise barriers. While we recognize that noise levels are above
the 67 decibel impact threshold, we cannot construct noise
barriers in areas which do not meet all of the policy require-
ments. To make exceptions would open our program 'to many
situations in other areas where we have denied sound barriers for
similar reasons. |
: I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to
- your concerns, but trust that I have adequately clarified our
. =-pokicy as it relates to this community. Please do not hesitate.
to contact me if you require additional information. '

Sihcefely,
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
Hiat: KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Admin%strator

- HK/sl
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers |
. Mr. Robert D. Douglass ‘
Mr. Charles B. Adams.

Dictated by: Ms. P. A. Gauss-SHA 321-3607 10/13/88

BUR. OF Lan
DSC
ARCHITECTURE? &
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The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer

U. S. House of Representatives

1513 Longworth House Office Bulldlng
Washington, D.C. 20515 i

Dear Congressman Hoyer:

Thank you for your recent lettler, on behalf of Mr. Brian J.
Hamilton, concerning the traffic noise impact analysis conducted
for the Glenn Dale Estates community adjacent to US 50 (proposed
I-68). 1

We have reviewed the issues raised in Mr. Hamilton's July
29th letter and have determined that Glenn Dale Estates does not
qualify for noise barriers on the|ba51s of cost effectiveness
and date of construction. We have forwarded copies of all
related correspondence to your office, but in the event that you
have not received the letters, I have enclosed a copy of each for
your review. The letter dated August 18th responds directly to
the concerns Mr. Hamilton has ralsed regarding our analy51s.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you requlre any

additional information. f

Sincerely,
OR;GLQAL SIGNED BY;.
HAL KASSOFF
Hal Kassoff
Admin;strator
HK:prc
Enclosures
cc: Mr. Brian J. Hamilton

Secretary Richard H. Tralnor
The Honorable Leo Green

bec: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
_Mr. Charles B. Adams I
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j} Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of ransportation e
State Highway Administration Administrator

DEC ¢+ € 138
I:

The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyver
12400 Clarksville Pike
Clarksville, Maryland 21029 t

Dear Senator Kasemeyer:

I am writing to advise you othhe results of the éommunity
meeting held on October 20th to discuss our noise abatement
studies for I-70 adjacent to the Millbrook Road area.

The results of our follow-up measurements verified the
results of our original study. Only the row of homes closest to
I-70 is impacted above the noise level threshold of our policy.
Therefore, the cost of a full-height noise wall exceeds the cost
per residence criterion as previou?ly reported.

We have determined, however, that a cost-effective solution
might be achieved for this area through the combined use of an
earth berm and a shorter height noise wall. Precise costs cannot
be determined, however, until the design phase.

We will begin designing the project by late 1989, to make a
final determination on whether the barrier meets cost criteria.
This work should be completed within twelve to eighteen months
from that time. Included will be soil borings, foundation
studies, determination of optimal location, including height and
length, and coordination with affegted property owners.

[

If, after those preliminary design studies are completed,
the barrier is found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to
the community, and adjacent property owners are willing to make
available any additional right-of-way should it be required, we
will proceed to final design. Scheduling of the barrier for
construction will depend upon availability of funds and the
remalining backlog of previously approved barriers. Just as an
indication, our present backlog will require several years to
implement.

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impa;lred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro -~ 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toli Free
707 North Calvert St., Baitimore, Maryliand 21203-0717
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The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyver '
Page Two

I
If there are opportunities to construct the earth berm at an
earlier date due to the availabil;ty of excess material from
other highway work, we will carefully consider it. However, we
do not anticipate the projects now under design in Howard County
to be advertised within the next two years will have any excess
material. [

A question was posed at the meeting whether we could )
consider temporary plywood barrier for the interim. We do not
believe this is feasible. 1In order to be effective, a barrier
must be about 14 feet high. To coéonstruct a plywood barrier to
this height would be expensive. A barrier only eight feet in
height, which would be more reasoﬁable in cost, would not be
acoustically effective. Therefore, this is not considered a
viable option. '

i

Since we might be constructigg this project, albeit at some"
future date, we will not provide landscape planting as a visual
screen next spring as originally planned. This is because future
construction of the mound will destroy any vegetation we would
have planted.

I trust this information is sufficient for your needs at
this time. If you have any questions or desire additional
information, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Charles B.

Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at (301)
321-3521. ¢

ORIGHRC]KSLY gy.
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc¢

ce: Lyff/;harles B. Adams




. ' 52/ Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation

Secretary
. . . . Hal Kassoff
_ ‘ State Highway Administration Administrator
: . '
) s
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September 20, 1988

The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer !
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan
12400 Clarksville Pike

Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Dear Senator and Delegates: %

As a fbllow-up to our August 17th letter, alternate studies
have been completed on the Broken Land Parkway/US 29 Interchange
indicating the various effects on the Sebring Community.

We are pleased that we can satisfy most of Sebring Civic
Association’s desires: |
- The contract specifications will require that the earth
berm and fence be constructed during the first stage of
construction, as soon as the earth is available.

--  The earth berm will be immediaﬁely seeded and mulched.

- Upon completion of the roadway' construction, our Bureau of
Landscape Architecture will meet with Sebring Civic
Association representatives to review the landscape design
for the berm area. We will consider the wishes of the
Sebring Community in selecting planting materials.

-- The contract specifications wihl state that trees and
shrubbery be removed only from within the proposed
construction limits and that indiscriminate tree removal
will not be permitted.

-- Access to construction sites via Covington Road will be
necessary during the construction of new access roadways off
Covington Road; however, upon ¢completion of these roadways,
the contractor will be instructed that construction
equipment and/or machinery shall not use the Sebring
streets. ‘ T

My telephone number is (301)

. Teletypewriter for Impalre;'d Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer |
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan
Page Two

= The earth berm will be extended as far as possible to the
west, without encroaching on the 100-year flood plain. The
100-year flood plain elevation has not yet been established,
but as soon as this information is available we will inform
you of the exact limits of the berm.

-— The chain link fence will be extended both east and west
into the wooded area.

‘Unfortunately, a shift of the alignment is not a practical
consideration. An alternate alignment study has been prepared to
relocate Broken Land Parkway in a hortherly direction by
approximately 100 feet. The additional costs for this proposed
realignment are: ‘

Construction $2,780,000

Additional Right-of-Way 1,050,000
Utility Relocation 1,800,000
Total Cost Including Overhead $5,630,000

‘A lesser alignment shift of aﬁproximately 25 feet has also
been prepared. The additional costs for this proposed
realignment are: . K

Construction ‘ $199,000
Additional Right-of-Way ‘ 105,000
Utility Relocation 672,000
Total Cost Including Overhead $976,000

; .

Neither of the estimates contains costs for flood plain
storage replacement land caused by |[encroachment on the Little
Patuxent River Flood Plain. These'flood plain storage
replacement land areas cannot be determined at this time because
of the in-depth, detailed hydrologic studies and the extensive
coordination that would be required with Federal and State
Regulatory Agencies. We do not believe that the environmental
agencies would support additional construction within the Little
Patuxent River flood plain.




The Honorable Edward J. Kasemeyer
The Honorable Robert H., Kittleman
The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan
Page Three T '

We were pleased to meet with the Sebring Civic Association
on January 18th and April 25th, and I am pleased that we were
able to accommodate most of their desires. Please let me know if
you need additional information coricerning this project. Thank
you for your continued interest and support.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
HAL KASSQF®P

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK/em

becec: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass

Vﬁ;,/Wayne Clingan .
) - Charles B. Adams, ,

Mr. Anthony M. Capizzi

Dictated by: Fred Doerfler, 61.1, Ext. 1281, 8/29/88.
Contract No. HO 630-201-270
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DeLember 22, 1988

The Honorable Francis X. Kelly
5 Shawan Road
Hunt Valley, Maryland 21030

Dear Senator Kelly:

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Robert
Paff, concerning the proposed noise abatement project on I-695 in

the vicinity of Adcock Road. :

.

The State Highway Adninistration adopted its formal noise
policy because of the great number of potential projects that
exist, well beyond any possibility of funding. Since our
resources for noise barrier projects are limited, it was
necessary to develop a policy to address those areas where the
construction of the highway clearly created the problem. All
potential projects must meet the policy criteria before we can
consider noise barriers as a solution. Decisions on which areas
will receive noise barriers are based on our policy criteria.
Each project’s priority position is determined by evaluating the
extent of noise impact in that area. These decisions are by no
means arbitrary. | : -

|

In this case, it is not a m#tter of whether or not the area
qualifies, but of the availability of funds. The project is
currently under design, but cannét be advertised for construction
until construction funding becomes available. Regrettably, we
are unable to commit to a schedulé: without available funding.

Thank you for your patience in this matter. 'g'u:§2
) Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNFD BY: -
HAL KASSUiF

Hal Kagsoff
Ad?inistrator

HK:prc

bcc:’/gp{/Bob B. Myers
r. Robert D. Douglass

Mr. Charles B. Adams

Dictated by: Patricia A. Gauss - November 28, 1988 - 321-3607

BT 3




August 24, 1988

The Honorable Winfield M. Kelly, JJ.
Secretary of State

State House 3 k
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 i

Dear Secretary Kelly: ﬁ

Thank you for your August 9th letter regarding the issue of
screen fencing adjacent to the ramg from MD 108 to US 29.

I have enclosed copies of two letters to Councilwoman Angela
Beltram and a letter to Mr. Franz that explain the Administra-
tion’s position in this issue. We 'do not feel that Mr. Franz is
in the same category as those residents for whom screen fencing
was provided. This is because Mr. Franz already received
financial compensation, which 1ncluded the 'value of the fence.

We have a project, which will begin next spring, to
landscape the new interchange. We 'have included evergreen
plantings adjacent to Mr. Franz’s property to provide a visual
screen. We feel this will prov1deran effective solution to the
problem. f

I hope this adequately addresses your questlon. Please
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Slncerely,
ORIGINAL Siua ..o okl
HAL KASSOFF
Hal}Kassoff
Administrator
HK:prc :
Enclosures G

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers |
. Robert D. Douglass ‘
/ﬁr. Charles B. Adams

Dictated by: Mr. Charles B. Adamskext. 3521 8/18/88.
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:»‘s i’”‘ Secretary
E%SH!A% . . . . Hal Kassoff
< . State Highway Administration Administrator
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The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman?
12400 Clarksville Park :
‘Clarksville, Maryland 21029 |

Dear Delegate Kittleman:

I am writing to advise you of the results of the community
meeting held on October 20th to discuss our noise abatement
studies for I-70 adjacent to the Millbrook Road area.

The results of our follow-up measurements verified the
results of our original study. Only the row of homes closest to
I-70 is impacted above the noise ievel threshold of our policy.
Therefore, the cost of a full-height noise wall exceeds the cost
per residence criterion as previously reported.

We have determined, however, that a cost-effective solution
might be achieved for this area through the combined use of an
earth berm and a shorter height noise wall. Precise costs cannot
be determined, however, until the design phase.

We will begin designing the project by late 1989, to make a
final determination on whether the barrier meets cost criteria.
This work should be completed within twelve to eighteen months
from that time. Included will be} soil borings, foundation
studies, determination of optimal location, including height and
length, and coordination with affected property owners.

t

If, after those preliminary éesign studies are completed,
the barrier is found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to
the community, and adjacent property owners are willing to make
available any additional right-of-way should it be required, we’
will proceed to final design. Scheduling of the barrier for
construction will depend upon avajilability of funds and the
remaining backlog of previously approved barriers. Just as an
indication, our present backlog will require several years to
implement.

1

-+~ My telephone number is (301)

' : Teletypewrlter for Impalred Hearlng or Speech S |
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Métro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Frde |

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 : . . .
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The Honorable Robért H. Kittleman,
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OEC 1 6 1988

If there are opportunities to construct the earth berm at an

earlier date due to the availability of excess material from
other highway work, we will carefully consider it. However, we _
do not anticipate the projects now under design in Howard County

to be advertised within the next two years will have any excess
material.

A question was posed at the meeting whether we could
consider temporary plywood barrier for the interim. We do not
believe this is feasible. 1In order to be effective, a barrier
must be about 14 feet high. To construct a plywood barrier to
this height would be expensive. ' A barrier only eight feet in
height, which would be more reasonable in cost, would not be

acoustically effective. Thereforé, this is not considered a
viable option.

Since we might be constructihg this project, albeit at some
future date, we will not provide landscape planting as a visual
screen next spring as originally planned. This is because future
construction of the mound will debtroy any vegetation we would
have planted.

I trust this information is sufficient for your needs at
this time. If you have any questions or desire additional
information, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Charles B.

Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Langscape Architecture, at (301)
321-3521. >

ORKh@ﬁ?E%#Ystr
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc ’ ;

cc:LM{t Charles B. Adams




William Donald Schaefer
Governor

a {
Maryland Department of Transportation
Richard H. Trainor

‘ The Secretary’s Office * . Secretary
; Stephen G. Zentz
Deputy Secretary
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August 9, 1988

I
The Honorable Frank J. Komenda, Ch&irman
Subcommittee on Public Safety, Transportation,
Economic Development and Natural Resources
402 James Senate Office Building |
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 :

Dear Senator Komenda: - ' f

As a prerequisite to the expenditure of funds for design or
construction of a Chesapeake Environmental Education and Visitor
Center, the Department of Transportation has been directed to
provide a detailed briefing on the project and obtain the
approval of your committee. A briefing has been scheduled for

August 16, 1988.

. ' I am pleased to submit for your review, an outline of the
‘ briefing materials that will be présented in response to the

) legislative directive.

éincereiy,

| |/s/ RICHARD H. TRAINOR

Richard H. Trainor
Secretary

RHT:prc i
Enclosure

cc: Warren Deschenaux !
- Robbin Marks '

bce: Missy Drissel ?
Gaila Pryor |
Ron Kreitner
Fred Licktieg ’ «
Pat Roddy . :
Bob 'B. Myers: |
: Robert D. Douglass i
. Charles B. Adams ?

Dictated by: Mr. Charles B. Adams - 321-3
> ‘ . - - 521 - A
Revised by: Missy Drissel 8/8/88 temj noust 3
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Septeerr 6, 1988

5 b
The Honorable Frank J. Komenda |

402 James Senate Office Building i
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991 ‘

k
Dear Senéfgzlgomeﬂagr ;j;’“”h::
f

I am writing to report to you the results of the noise
studies conducted in the Forest Hengts community, adjacent to
1-95.

There are several criteria which must be met before we can
consider noise abatement measures for any area. The first of
these is that noise levels must meet lor exceed the impact
threshold level of 67 decibels (Leq). Noise levels of this

‘ magnitude are usually experienced only at homes which are
directly adjacent to the highway.

An earlier study of the Forest ﬁeights area was conducted in
June 1986. At that time, noise 1eve¥s were not found to exceed
the impact threshold. Our most recent study was performed this
July, using the same monitoring locations as in the earlier
study. Other studies in the area have found that the highest
noise levels are experienced between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. Our recent study, therefore, was performed during these
hours. Measurements were not taken at Mr. Kirschner’s residence
because it is situated approximately,1,000 feet from the highway.
All readings were taken in the areas of Comanche Drive and 0ld
Town Heights, which are much closer Fo the roadway.

The results of this study were consistent with our 1986
study, and indicate that the area doés not qualify for noise
barriers according to our criteria. Because the residences on
Comanche Drive are 250-300 feet from!the roadway, the noise
levels measured were well below the 67 decibel level. Even if
the threshold was exceeded, a noise barrier would not provide
perceptible noise reduction for those residences. A barrier is
most effective only for the area dirgctly behind and adjacent to
it. ' !

|
|
My telephone number is (301) .‘

Teletypewriter for impalred Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro ~ 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
: 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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The Honorable Frank J. Komenda |
Page Two {
{

Noise levels in the 01d Town Heights community, which is
closer to the roadway, were also found to be below the impact
threshold due to an earth mound between the residences and the
roadway. This mound acts as a partial noise barrier for the
community. Additionally, Old Town Heights was built well after
the completion of the Capital Beltway. Our policy allows
mitigation measures only for communities which were in existence
prior to the highway. +

We regret that we cannot accommodate your request on behalf
of Mr. Kirschner. However, I hope you can understand our need to
apply the criteria used in our noise abatement policy consis-
tently statewide. : ;

Sincerely, :
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
HAL KA§SOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc F
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers |

Mr. Robert D. Douglass ‘
‘'_Mp{ Charles B. Adams F

 Dictated by: Patricia Gauss - Augusty__ 31, 1988 - 321-3607




. : , Zﬁég’; Richard H. Trainor

Ma/y/and Department af Iianspartatlan - | :; ‘-’:a”sso ,
. State H/gh way Adm/n/strat/on | Administrator
, o R | '
&msm sﬁ"‘\‘ - o JUN 13 1988

P ~ The Honorablé Nancy K. Kopp o :
: - 222 .Gov. Bladen Boulevard " ...". f
. ' Annapolls, Maryland 21401 1991

Dear Delegate Kopp: i
' Thank you for your recent letter concerning the widening of

Interstate Route 495 from north of Maryland Route 190 to V1rg1n1a
Route 193 . . . 1

. , "We are continuing to examlne optlons to resolve the noise
barrler issue at sensitive areas B and E. As I have prev1ously
written to you, neither area meets the qualifications for noise
barriers as a part of the’ proposed w1den1ng This is due to the
fact that there would not be‘a substantlal difference 1n noise
.levels between no-build and bu11d conditions.

_ Both areas have been’ evaluated to determine their
, eligibility for our retrofit noise abatement program. Area B
' ‘meets. all of the criteria except cost. We have established a
maximum cost per residence. figure of ;$40,000. This number is
determined by d1v1d1ng the total barrler cost by the number of
homes which experience noise levels greater than 67 decibels and
would receive a five dec1be1 or greater reduction from the
__proposed barrier. The cost per residence figure for Area B
-_currently is over $50,000. :-We.are now refining our engineering
.studies to determine if there are optlons which would reduce the
~cost per residence. If costs cannot be lowered, we have
discussed an option with the residents whereby they or others
might provide the additional monies beyond the Administratioh's
 $40,000 per residence maximum. i

Area E, unfortunately, does not meet the ellglblllty

criterion of date of construction contained in our noise policy.
" The majority of the 1mpacted homes were constructed after the

- completion of the highway.. We are presently considering if
there are any solutions which would provide what the community
wishes but would not set 'a precedent which would open our noise
policy to similar issues .in the other areas of the state. These
"options include earth berms, pr1vacy fencing and vegetative
'screens alone or 1n comblnatlon '

f
My telephone numb'er is' (301) ‘

. Teletypewrlter for Impaired Hearing or Speech

383-7555 Baltlmore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
‘ 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
(

|




AN .

The}ﬁohbrable.Néncy_KyiKbdp“Vi

Page Two
.]'

: We are on a schedule to completle our studies for both Areas
B and E by mid-July. "I will contact you in early August to
L 1 .

update you.

Thank you for your contlnulng 1nterest in our noise program.

e

Slncerely,

THAL STG],\TED BY!:
ORIGM KASSOFF

 Hal Kassoff
. Administrator
HK/sl
bec: Mr. .Bob B. Myers ' .
" "."Mr. Neil J. Pedersen @ . . .
' Mr. Robert D. Douglass- b
"~ Mr. Louis H. Ege : o
i 'Mr.'Charles B. Adams
Y Mr. Mlchael Snyder -

“

. . Vo ’i )
Dictated by: Mr. C.B. Adams ~SHA (321-3521) on 6/3/88.

USRS [ . | )
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:The Honorable Maureen Lamb Councilwoman .

County Council of Anne Arundel County
Box 1831

Annapolls, Maryland 21404

Dear Counc1lwoman Lamb:.

' Thank you for your Oc

tober 24th Hetter concernlng the Royal

Street access at Forest Drive. . .

addressed.
at 5:30 p.m.
Annapolis,

B ¥

D1str1ct Englneer Ed Meehan has SCheduled a publlc meetlng :

with 1nterested residents and State thhway Admlnlstratlon staff

S0 thatgthe Royal Street access and nblse barrier issues can be’

The meetlng will be held on Wednesday, November 30th
if“'SHA's District 5 offlce, at 138 Defense Highway,

Residents from both Royal Street and Schooner Court

MD &&5

~

have been notified and urged to attend the meeting since our

final decision ‘will affect their neighborhood and our project.. B

We hope to resolve these matters and satisfy concerns of the

citizens involved.
contact you with the results.

nid-January.

~additional questions regarding this matter.

e i e

il

chtated by Llsa Cicio, ext. 1269 R.C., 6#51{

I hope this information has’ been‘helpfulwto you.
feel free to contact me or Mr. Ed Meehan if you have ‘any

(301) 841 5450

HK/tlj

cc: Edwardeeehan
_bcc:"Mr..Bob B. Myers

Sincereéy,_
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY;
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator.

Mr.|Robert D. Douglas L l
Mr.' Charles Adame/gss _ _

Mr.’Anthony M. Caplzz

Contract No.

i

AA 317-501-571 -

AA 317-502-570

Once a final decision has been made, "I will .
You may expect to hear from us by’

Please

Ed may be reached at

11/16/88
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State Highway Administration oo
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\\

a Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary

MAY 23 1983

The Honorable Lawrence A. LaMotte
2702 Melrose Avenue
Woodstock, Maryland 21163

Dear Delegate LaMotte:

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the residents
of Rona Road in the vicinity of Windsor Mill Road and Interstate
Route 695.

I would first like to clarify an apparent misunderstanding
concerning the discussion between your office and Mr. Kenneth D.
Polcak of the Bureau of Landscape Architecture. It is not our
intention to acquire additional property from private landowners
to create buffer zones. We are simply attempting to ascertain
the future development plans, if any, for the parcel between Rona
Road and Interstate Route 695. If development occurs in this
area, whatever buildings are constructed will help shield the
existing houses from the traffic noise. :

As you noted, the results of our recent noise measurements
were below the Federal criterion of 67 decibels in spite of
weather conditions which produced maximum adverse noise level
readings. We will schedule additional measurements to be taken
in about six months to determine if there has been a change in
the level of noise impact. We will contact you with the results
by early December.

For your information, our studies also concluded that a
noise barrier in this area would probably be ineffective even if
the 67 decibel threshold had been exceeded. This is because the
homes are situated 200-250 feet from the highway. A barrier
located at such a great distance from the affected residences
generally provides little perceivablie reduction in noise levels.
One of our criteria which must be met for consideration of noise
abatement measures is that construction of an effective barrier
must be feasible.

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

Richard H. Trainor




The Honorable Lawrence A. LaMotte
Page 2 ‘

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
additional questions. Thank you for your interest in our Noise
Abatement Program.

Sincerely,
RIGINAL SIGNED BYf.
0 HAL KASSOFP

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK/prc P
¢¢c: Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak

bcec: Mr. Bob B. Myers
kg;//ﬁgbert D. Douglass
r. Charles B. Adams




Decembér 21, 1988

The Honorable Theodore Levin
114 Slade Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21208

Dear Delegate Levin:

I am writing to follow up my July 5th letter to you
concerning our additional noise 1mpact studies in the Rona Road
area adjacent to I-695.

We have performed additional noise monitoring cons1st1ng of
short-term measurements at residences on Meadowlawn Road,
Greenlawn Road and Arlene Circle, and two 24-hour measurements at
2809 Rona Road. The results of the 24-hour surveys are attached
for your information.

Noise levels reached a maximum of 70 decibels during the
short-term measurements and, based on this latest data, a maximum
of seven residences would be impacted above the 67 decibel
threshold. A noise barrier to protect the impacted homes would
cost approximately $500,000. Dividing this figure by the seven
homes results in a cost per residence of over $70,000, well above
our limit for reasonable cost. Addltlonally, as I 1ndlcated in
my earlier letter, our studies concluded that a noise barrier

- would probably be ineffective, especilally for those residences on
Rona Road and Arlene Circle, due to their distance from the
Beltway. _ ﬁ -

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to
your concerns, but hope that this additional information is
adequate for your needs. If you havq additional questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me or chief of Landscape
Archltecture Charles B. Adams at 321~ 3520.

Slncerely,

ORIGINAL SIGHED BY:
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc
Attachments
cc: Mr. Charles B. Adans
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass

Dictated by: ‘/Ms Patrlcla A. Gauss - 321-3607 -~ 12/8/88

#




Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation ;e”e'a'v
] '/ ; al Kassoff
State Highway Administration | Administrator

!
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August 3, 1988

The Honorable Theodore Levin
Maryland House of Delegates
114 Slade Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21208

Dear Delegate Levin:

Thank you for your recent inquiry about the cost critericn
for our Noise Abatement Procgram. ' '

The $40,000 figure, established in 1986, represented half of
the average cost of a single family home in Maryland. Since the
figure was established, the average: cost of a single family home
has increased; however, we feel that the $40,000 per residence is

a reasonable figure. Maryland spends mcre per residence than any
other State in the country. ‘

To determine the cost per residence, the total project cost
is divided by the number of impacted residences. We define
"impacted" as those homes which currently experience ncise
levels of at least 67 decibels and ' will receive a noise reduction
of at least five decibels with a noise barrier in place.

Because funds for noise barriers are extremely limited, it
is necessary to limit our expenditures to those areas where the
greatest benefit can be derived for the largest number of

pecple. All of our potential noise barrier projects must meet
this criterion for cost-effectiveness.

Please contact me if I can be of further assistance. Thank
you for your interest in our Noise Abatement Program.

Sincerel

HaY Kassoff
Administrator

[l

HK:prc

cc: The Honcorable Melvin G. Mintz

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewrlter_for lmpalred%Hearlng ‘or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro ~{1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toil Free
) 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryliand 21203-0717
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Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Depanmentofhnspartau'on | Secretary
Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administration Administrator
wAY 3 :3.‘3%

The Honorable Timothy Maloney
Maryland General Assembly ;
Twenty-first Legislative District
Annapolis, Maryland 2{59;—1991

Dear DeieggLe/METSHey:

This is a follow up to report the results of our detailed
cost and acoustical studies for the Powder Mill Estates community
on Sellman Road along Interstate Route 95,

For a community to qualify for pur Noise Abatement Program,
all of the following criteria must be met:

- noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
dec1bels, :

- a majority of the re51dences must have been constructed prlor
to the highway; F

a

. . . , .
- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may not
exceed $40,000; \ .

- funds must be available; and !
- seventy~five percent of the affectgd residents must favor the

project. L

Earlier studies have determined. that the first two

requirements are met. Our latest studies have centered on
determining if a barrier of reasonable cost could be built along
Sellman Road. In order to be most effective from an acoustical
standpoint, a noise barrier would have to be located along the
top of the cut slope near the right-of-way line. To obtain the
desired noise reduction for the impacted residences, a barrier of
approximately 17 feet in height and 1 150 feet in length would be
required at a cost of §527,700. There are 7 impacted residences
that could be protected by the barrier which results in a cost
per residence of $75,385, well over our cost-effectiveness
criterion.

My telephone number is (301)

. Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717




The Honorable Maloney ;
Page 2 . F

|
We are willing to consider landscaping in this area to
establish a visual screen. If representatives of the community
would like to pursue this. avenue or}would like to review our
analysis of a possible noise barrier, they may contact Mr.
Charles B. Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture.
Mr. Adams can be reached at (301) 321-3521.

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to
your concerns. Thank you for your patience in this matter and
for your interest in our Noise Abatement Program.

Sincerely,

/)

s
H/éyéﬁ
.al Rassoff

Administrator

HR/prc
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| | i | Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation e
. . . . . al Kassoff
State Highway A dm/_n/strat/on | Administrator

. VAY 5 ;983

The Honorable Pauline Menes
Maryland General Assembly
Twenty-first Leglslatlve Dlstrlct
Annapolis, Maryland 1401 1991 f

A
Dear Dg;gga%e’ﬂénesj

This is a follow up to report the results of our detailed
cost and acoustical studies for the Powder Mill Estates community
on Sellman Road along Interstate Ropte 95.

[

For a community to qualify for our Noise Abatement Program,

all of the following criteria must be met:

- noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels;

- a majority of the residences muscahave been constructed prior
to the highway: '

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost pquprotected residence may not
exceed $40,000; f

- funds must be available; and

- seventy- flve percent of the affected residents must favor the

project. :
b

Earlier studies have determineld that the first two

requirements are met. OQOur latest studies have centered on
determining if a barrier of reasonable cost could be built along
Sellman Road. 1In order to be most effective from an acoustical
standpoint, a noise barrier would have to be located along the
top of the cut slope near the rightrof—way line. To obtain the
desired noise reduction for the impacted residences, a barrier of
approximately 17 feet in height and 1,150 feet in length would be
required at a cost of $527,700. There are 7 impacted residences
that could be protected by the barrier which results in a cost
per residence of $75,385, well over our cost-effectiveness
criterion. :

My telephone number is (301) \‘
|

) Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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The Honorable Menes
Page 2

We are willing to consider landscaping in this area to
establish a visual screen. If representatives of the community
would like to pursue this avenue or would like to review our
analysis of a possible noise barrier, they may contact Mr.
Charles B. Adams, Chief of our Bureﬂu of Landscape Architecture.
Mr. Adams can be reached at (301)321-3521.

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to
your concerns. Thank you for your pbtlence in this matter and
for your interest in our Noise Abatement Program.

Slncerely,

Hal Kassoff
Admlnlstrator




/)j Richa}d H. Trainor

.-Maryland Department of lransportation

$ecretary
R A Ce s . ' - ‘ Hal Kassoff
a% . State Highway Administration S Administrator

i%

November 3, 1988

'The Honorable Susan V. Mills

~ Princé.George’s County Council

© . County Administration Building ;
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

» Dear Cpuncilwbmah Mills: o

'I am writing to follow up my July 13th letter concerning a
© potential noise barrier project for the Birchwood City community,
- adjacent to I-95. : :

7. - As I-indicated previously, the community meets the first two
+requirements regarding noise level and date of construction. Our
‘preliminary concept studies show that the cost of a noise barrier
‘may be reasonable and within the cost per residence guidelines of
" "ourfnoise policy. Precise costs cahnot be determined; however,
s+ ’until- the"design phase. ' - -

.+ We.will proceed with the design of the project to make a
-final determination on whether the barrier meets cost criteria.
This'work. will be completed within the next twelve to eighteen
" months.”-Included will be soil borings, foundation studies,
.. "determination of optimal location, including height and length,

" ‘and coordination with affected property owners. :

,If, after those preliminary degign studies are completed,
the barrier is found to be both cost-effective and acceptable to
the community, and adjacent property owners are willing to make
available any additional right-of-way required, we will proceed
to final design. Scheduling of the|barrier for construction will
depend upon availability of funds and the remaining backlog of
previously approved barriers. Just as an indication, our present
backlog will require several years to implement.

Thank you for your patience and your continuing interest in
our Noise Abatement Program.

Kassoff
Administrator.

HK/sl = . i

My teiephone number is (301)

: ' Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baitimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
o 707 North Calvert St., Baitimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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The Honorable Catherine I. Riley |
James Senate Office Building
Presidential Wing

Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991

Dear Senator Riley: !

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. James G.
Miller of 37 Lake Drive, Bel Air, regarding traffic noise
problems adjacent to MD 24. !

A landscape planting contrac? for MD 24 was completed in
fall 1987. The design included a number of evergreens and other
trees for the Lake Drive area to help shield it from the highway.

It will take some time for this vegetatlon to mature to where it
is effective in this regard. i

!

A closer look at this area indicates that perhaps a greater
number of plants would help accelérate the intended screenlng.
[thyegore, wé propose to add some ‘more ‘plant material in thig’
-area. This ¢an be accomplished 1q 1989.7

We are certainly willing to perform follow-up noise
measurements in this area. Mr. Charles B. Adams, Chief of
Landscape Architecture, has already written to Mr. Miller and has
told him we will do follow-up measurements this coming fall.

Please do not hesitate to ca%l me 1f you have any further
questions.

Sin&erely,
UI’\i\JiNr‘n. RRCIIY U BY:

HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc r
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers

Mr. Robert D. Douglass

Mr. Charles B. Adams ;

Dictated byi Mr. Eugene J. Miller} Jr. - 12/07/88 - 321-3530
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i 45 Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation e
State Highway Administration Administrator

| |
MAY 3 1293

The Honorable James C. Rosapepe- !
Maryland General Assembly ;
Twenty-first Legislative District '
Annapolis, Maﬁgland 21401-1991

e

|
Dear Delegat apepe: L

This is a follow up to report the results of our detailed
cost and acoustical studies for the Powder Mill Estates community
on Sellman Road along Interstate Route 95.

|

For a community to qualify for our Noise Abatement Program,

all of the following criteria must be net:

- noise levels must meet or exceed thb impact threshold of 67
decibels; t

- a majority of the residences must heve been constructed prior
_ ‘ _ to the highway; !s
- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible:

- cost must be reasonable, cost per pfotected residence may not
exceed $40,000;

- funds must be available; and

- seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor the
project. ‘

Earlier studies have determined that the first two
requirements are met. Our latest studles have centered on
determining if a barrier of reasonable cost could be built along
Sellman Road. In order to be most effective from an acoustical
standpoint, a nolse barrier would have to be located along the
top of the cut slope near the right- of- -way line. To obtain the
desired noise reduction for the impacted residences, a barrier of
approximately 17 feet in height and 1,150 feet in length would be
required at a cost of $527,700. There are 7 impacted residences
that could be protected by the barrier which results in a cost
per residence of $75,385, well ove our cost-effectiveness
criterion. , |

My telephone number is (301) ;

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewida Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717




The Honorable Rosapepe i
Page -2 P

?

We are willing to consider lands&aping in this area to
establish a visual screen. If representatives of the community
would like to pursue this avenue or wguld like to review our
analysis of a possible noise barrier, they may contact Mr.
Charles B. Adams, Chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture.
Mr. Adams can be reached at (301)321-3521.

I regret that I cannot offer a mére positive response to -
your concerns. Thank you for your patience in this matter and
for your interest in our Noise Abatement Program.

ii
Singere?ﬁ,

al Kaséoff
Adminiskrator




Maryland Department of Transportation )
State Highway Administra(ion

NoVember 1, 1988

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes
United States Senate
332 Dirksen Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Sarbanes:

concerning traffic noise from I- 95 (Capital Beltway).

a result,

725262ﬁ%ﬁrw

Richard H. Trainor

Secretary

Hal Kassoff

Administrator

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mrs. Helen
Cabbiness and the residents of the Ruxton Drive area in Lanham

In April 1987, the State Highway Administration formally
adopted a Noise Pollcy because of the great number of potential
pro;ects that exist well beyond any possibility of funding.
Since our resources for noise barrier projects are limited, it
was necessary to develop a policy to address those areas where
the construction of the highway clearly created the problem. As

to be eligible for inclusion in our program:

all of the following criteria must be met for an area

noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67

decibels (dBA);

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the

highway:

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

4

cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may

not exceed $40,000;

{,

seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor

the project; and

funds must be available. 7

|
My telephone number is (301)

Teietypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free

707 North Calvert St.,

Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

]




The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes b
Page Two

)

The Ruxton Drive area has been evaluated for inclusion in
our Noise Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the
date of construction of the impacted residences. A community
noise survey was conducted in mid-1986 which found noise levels
at the residences adjacent to the highway to be at or above the
impact threshold, thus satisfying this requirement. However, it
was determined that a majority (over 80%) of the homes impacted
by the noise were not constructed until several years after the
Beltway, which was completed in 1964. Therefore, the area does
not qualify for noise barriers under our policy.

As you are aware, the funding of highway projects, including
noise barriers, is obtained from gasoline taxes, highway user
fees and corporate taxes, not from private citizens’ income or
property taxes. The important point, however, is that only those
areas which meet our noise policy criteria are eligible for noise
barriers. !

Finally, the fly-over ramp from westbound US 50 will be
located a considerable distance south of the Ruxton Drive area.
Due to this great distance, no noise contribution from the fly-
over will be perceptible in your area.

I know Mrs. Cabbiness wrote 'directly to Secretary of
Transportation Richard H. Trainor and sent the petition to him.
His direct response to her conveyed this information. While we
regret we cannot offer a more positive response to the residents’
concerns, we trust we have adequately clarified our policy as it
relates to this community. Please do not hesitate to contact me
if you require additional information.

Sincerely,
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

HA+ KASSQOFE

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK:prc
cc: Secretary Richard H. Trainor
bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers

Mr. Robert D. Douglass

Mr. Charles B. Adams

Dictated by: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.-SHA ext. 10/25/88 321-3630
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September- 29, 1988

;; 79

The Honorable Paul S, Sarbanes (Ii-MID
The United State Senate

332 Dirksen Building 1
Washington, D.C. 20510

Lhy nag

Dear Senator Sarbanes! . ﬁ

My name is Helen Cabbiness and I am a resident of Ruxton Drive in Lonh;b,

Maryland., ‘ 9‘ P
‘ ac

This letter has become necessary after many vyears of trying to get Chhe
Maryland Department of Transportation, (SHA), to properly assess the needs- of
the residents that live along Ruxton Drive as to the necessity for a nbise
abatemrent barrier., We also have to endure the dOnstont noise and pollution
from the beltway, as do others. The houses along Ruxton Drive are located
approximately the same distance from the beltwoy{os other homes that border I-
99 in Prince George’s County who are receiving noise abatement barriers,
Ruxton Drive is located on the outer loop of the beltway and parallels I-95
between Route 450 <(Annapolis Road) and Route 90 (John Hanson Highway)., OQOur
situation will" deteriorate even further during and aofter the redesign
construction of the I-95 & I-48 (Route 50) Interchange. The redesign' of this
major interchange will bring even more noise and pollution when the fly-over
is completed. The fly-over is designed to take those motorists wishing to
enter the New Carrollton / Metro Complex traveling westbound on Route S50 onto
an elevated ramp across I-95 into the complex., This ramp is to be built
between Route 50 and Route 450, right in our backyards.

A1l the residents (petition enclosed) along Ruxton Drive pay state as well as

federal taxes, ond we see our tax dollars being used to provide barriers for

others when we are so desparately in need of .them.
!1

Any assistance from your office in helping us obtain o noise abatement

barrier would be greatly appreciated. f

Sincerely Yours, F

Lodo il ,f

Mrs. Helen Cabbiness :
5526 Ruxton Dirive f
Lanham, MDI 20704
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LANHAM STATION AREA ClL1 i

we' the undersigned are petitioning for a*sound barrier on the _
" Beltway between Rt.450 & M.L.King nghway %b
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Rnited States a%matz

WASHINGTON, DC20510
i
Octobef 14,

\
80 100 2

PAUL S. SARBANES
MARYLAND
£ R

Pumivd
v
LK 4

ROY XBH 3rvyg

61

1988

Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administrator C

707 N. Calvert Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 T

Dear Hal:
I am forwarding correspondence I received from Helen

Cabbiness, which includes a petition signed by residents living
along Ruxton Drive in Lanham. Mrs. Cabbiness and her neighbors
are requesting noise abatement barriers in their community Your

careful review of the concerns raised would be greatly
¢

Slncerely,
Paul s. Saréaneg : —

United States Senator

appreciated.
With best regards,

i

Enclosure

f

PSS/gmb




The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Sarbanes:
“
3
|

I am responding to your Octdber 14, 1988 letter on behalf of
{‘!
Mrs. Helen Cabbiness and the residents of the Ruxton Drive area
in Lanham concerning traffic noise from IntersLate—Rowute-95

(Capital Beltway).
For a community to qualify for noise abatement all of the

. i
following requirements must be met:
- noise levels must meet or| exceed the impact threshold of

67 decibels (dBA);

'
- a majority of the impacted #esidences must have preceded the

‘ highway;

132

¥
i
!

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost per protected'residence may

not exceed $40,000; 75

- seveﬁtnyive pefcent (75%) of the affected residents must l




favor the project; and
- funds must be available. r

The Ruxton Drive area has ﬁeen ev%iuated for inclusion in
our Noiée Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the
date of construction of the impécted/residences. A community
noise survey was conducted in mid 1986 and found noise levels at
the residences adjacent to the ﬁighway to be at, or above the
impact,thresh§ld, thus satisfyiﬁg the first requirement.
However, it was determined that%a majority (over 80%) of the
homes impacted by the noise weré not constructed until several

i
yvears after the Beltway completion in 1964. Thus, the area would

not qualify for noise barriers under the current Policy.
{

I regret that we cannot of?er a more positive response to

the residents concerns. Please contact me if you have any
. questions or reqd&re additionalLinformation.
S&ncerely, )

|
f
Hgl Kassoff

‘Mdministrator




bcc:

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Ms.

Bob B. Myers

Robert D. Douglass

Charles B. Adams

Eugene J. Miller, Jr.

Kenneth D. Polcak

Patricia A. Gauss
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The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes i

Page Two

|

The Ruxton Drive area has been’evaluated for inclusion in
our Noise Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the
date of construction of the 1mpacted residences. A communlty
noise survey was conducted in mid-1986 which found noise levels
at the residences adjacent to the hlghway to be at or above the
impact threshold, thus satisfying this requirement. However, it
was determined that a majority (ovef 80%) of the homes impacted
by the noise were not constructed untll several years after the
Beltway, which was completed in 1964. Therefore, the area does
not qualify for noise barriers under our policy.

As you are aware, the funding Lf highway projects, including
noise barrlers, is obtained from gasollne taxes, h1ghway user
fees and corporate taxes, not from prlvate citizens’ income or
property taxes. The 1mportant p01nt however, is that only those
areas which meet our noise policy cr1ter1a are eligible for noise
barriers.

Finally, the fly-over ramp from westbound US 50 will be
located a considerable distance south of the Ruxton Drive area.
Due to this great dlstance, no noise contribution from the fly-
over will be perceptible in your aﬂea.

I know Mrs. Cabbiness wrote directly to Secretary of
Transportation Richard H. Trainor and sent the petition to him.
His direct response to her conveyed this information. While we
regret we cannot offer a more p051t1ve response to the residents’
concerns, we trust we have adequately clarified our policy as it
relates to this community. Please /do not hesitate to contact me
if you require additional information.

{‘
Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Admlﬁlstrator

HK:prc

T:

I

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers 5
Mr. Robert D. Douglass {

Mr. Charles B. Adams |

cc: Secretary Richard H. Trainor

Dictated by: Mr. Eugene J. Miller,?Jr.—SHA ext. 10/25/88 321-3630
|




Colonel Elmer H. Tippett _
Superintendent r
Maryland State Police ;
Pikesville, Maryland 21208-3899

‘.‘

This is a follow-up to our previous correspondence and
meetings 'with my staff concerning the security of your Glen
Burnie Barrack and the impacts of our}proposed highway
improvement. &

Dear Colonel Tippett:

I'm sure you will be pleased to know we will include the
requested concrete barrier, to provide safety and security to
your facility, in our proposed reconstruction of the MD 176/MD 3
interchange. 3

1

Thank you for your continued inJérest and patience in
resolving this issue,

Sﬂhcerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED By:
HA} KASSOFE

Hal Kassoff

Administrator
|

HK/cj

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers J

Mr. Robert D. Douglass

Mr. Edward H. Meehan :

Mr,- Anthony M. Capizzi i
Q)ﬁf Charles Adams

Dictated by Ron Earls, 61.1, Ext. 12§4, 11/30/88




Richard H. Trainor

. , ‘1 Secretary
Maryland Department of Transportation qﬁ Hal Kassoff

‘State Highway A dministratioriv Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE :
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD ’ “
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 ‘;

November 14, 1988

Mrs. Barbara Adams b
9089 Gold Amber Garth
Columbia, Maryland 21045

|

Dear Mrs. Adams: |

I am writing to report to you :.the results of our recent 24-
hour study at your home adjacent to MD Route 175, in the vicinity
of Tamar Drive. :

.' For a community to be consideﬂed for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following
criteria must be met: 3
- noise levels must exceed the ﬂhpact threshold level of 67
decibels (dBA); |
' 1 |
~ a majority of the impacted reJidences must have preceded the _
highway; ; _ }
J
|

. |

~' construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed $40,000;

- seventy-five percent (75%) of khe affected residents must
favor the project; and :

-~ funds must be available. k

I have attached a summary of the measurement results for
vour information. As you can see, the highest noise level
measured was 65 decibels. Since noise levels did not exceed the
67 decibel impact threshold at any time during the study, we
cannot consider noise abatement mea?ures for this area.

i

My telephone number is {301) 321-3521

Teietypewriter for Impalred[: Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baitimore Metro — 565~-0451 D.C. Metro -;1-800—492—5062 Statewide Toli Free
707 North Caivert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717




Go

Mrs. Barbara Adams &
November 14, 1988 _
Page 2 _

In vour conversation with Mr.LKen Polcak, of my staff, you
indicated that excessive speeding is causing a safety hazard in
the area. By copy of this letter, I am requesting that the
Maryland State Police look into thPs matter.

Concerning your request for restricting heavy trucks at
night on MD 175, a feasibility study would have to be done
through our District office. I will forward a copy of this
letter to Mr. Wayne Clingan, District Engineer, so that he may
look into this possibility. |

i

I trust that I have clarified our noise policy as it relates

to your community. If vyou require!any additional information,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

iarles B. Adams, Chief _
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

.CBA:prc

cc: Mr. Wayne Clingan
Lieutenant George Pytash f
Mr. Ken Polcak



4; h k C7F

e

.« September 19, 1988

Mr. and Mrs. Rlchard Agrlestr
26 Bardeen Court o
Dulaney Towers st
Towson, Maryland 21204

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Agriesti:

- Governor William Donald Schaefer asked me to thank you for
your August 29th letter concerning nqlse barriers on the .
Baltimore Beltway near Dulaney Towers. He asked me to respond to
your concerns directly.

The State nghway Admlnlstratlon recently performed an
evaluation of the noise situation at Dulaney Towers. This
evaluation concluded that a noise barrier: adjacent to the
development did not meet the criteria of the Administration's
noise policy. The results of this evaluation were detailed in
Mr. Charles B. Adams' May 6th letter to you. Mr. Adams' letter
was a follow-up to my February 16th létter to you.

A meeting to discuss this issue has been scheduled through
Delegate Martha Klima's office on October 5th at 7:00 p.m.
Representatives from SHA will be there to discuss the noise
policy and its application to Dulaney, Towers. I hope you will be
able to attend this meeting. For details of the meeting, please
feel free to contact Mr. Adams at (301) 321-3521.

Again, thank you for expressing your concerns.

Sincerely,
T&7 p't!*_T-T[i_jw EONTA T
Richard! H. Trainor
Secretary

RHT/s1
cc: The Honorable William Donald Schéefer

bcc: Mr. Hal Kassoff
Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams }

Dictated by: Charles Adams-SHA 321-3521 9/13/88.
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P
Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation 0o bt Kot

State Highway Administration Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO: . I . ‘
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD i
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 ' ‘IE

) July 11, 1988

Mr. William J. Baird ' _ ‘
P.O. Box 124 f
Brooklandville, Maryland 21022 1

Dear Mr. Baird: !

I am writing to report to you the results of the noise
studies conducted at your home on Falls Road, adjacent to
‘ Interstate Route 695. ‘

Our studies indicate that this area does not qualify for
noise barriers under the criteria offour Noise Abatement Policy.
There are several criteria which must be met before we can
justify noise abatement measures forrany area. The first of
these is that noise levels must meet or exceed the impact
threshold level of 67 decibels (Leq)} Noise levels of this

: magnitude are usually experienced only at the first or second row
of homes adjacent to the highway. Because your residence is
nearly 1000 feet from the roadway, the noise levels measured are
well below this level. 3

We conducted both short-term meésurements and a 24 hour
study to determine existing noise levels. Noise levels measured
during the short-term readings ranged from 58-59 decibels, and
from 53-61 decibels during the 24-hour study.

As you -can see, the highest levél attained was 61 decibels
which is far below the criteria thre%hold of 67 decibels.

k
x
;

Sla
(

L
My telephone number is (301) 321-3521

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech
383<7555 Baltimore Metro -~ 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1~-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717




Mr. William J. Baird |
July 11, 1988 S
Page 2 %

I trust this information satisfées your request to this
office. I regret that I cannot offer you a more positive
response at this time. .

arles B. Adams, Chief
Burea%;of Landscape Architecture

CBA/prc | %

T
I

cc: Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak |




% .
- S . _ ' Richard H. Trainor
/W&i}//aﬁd ﬁepaﬂmeﬂmf Transportation a4 e

State Highway A dministration | Administrator
Ol |
N

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ‘i
. 2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD . f
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

| November 30, 1988

Mr. Ron Barnett - . .
.+ 1619 Sulphur Spring Road f
Arbutus, Maryland 21227

- Dear Mr. Barnett: =

As we discussed recently by t%lephone, I have enclosed the
additional information from the noise level testing studies
"_ . recently conducted in your area.

Specifically, I have inoludedrcopies of the actual printouts
from the two 24-hour noise studies at your home and the Schatz
residence. You will note on the chart for the Schatz residence
that some of the data is missing. . This was due to an equipment
problem which result resulted in loss of the data after midnight.
If you compare this chart with tha'one for your home, you can see
that the overall noise level was SJganloantly higher at your

home.

In additional, I have inoludéd a copy of portions of a
Highway Noise training manual published by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA}. The seoti?ns highlighted discuss the
effects of ground cover, vegetation and atmospheric tconditions.
The information is extensive and %omewhat detailed at times.

My telephone number is (301) ' 321-3481

Teletypewrlter for Impaired Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro ~ 565-0451 D.C. Metro ~ 1~-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free

TOT Morth Talvert St., Saltimore, Meoryiand 29208-0737

{




. Mr. Ron Barnett )

November 30, 198§ o ‘
Page 2 .. o r

Please feel free to contact mé if I can answer any questions,
you may have. : :

5 o . _ o E _ Sincerely, ;2>;?/%£::i;i;;§¢/

Kenneth D. Polcak

f o | Env1ronmen$al Specialist
Leader _
. Acoustic Analysis Group
KDP:eh ?
Enclosures :
ce: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.V//T

f




C/k : Richard H. Tramor

Malyland Department of Iianspo/tatlon | e
State H/gh way A dm/n/stra t/on Administrator

 PLEASE REPLY TO:
BUREAU OF LANDSGAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD . )
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 o {i

November 7, 1988

Roh and Cathy Barnett
1619 Sulphur Spring Road
Arbutus, Maryland 21227 ;

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Barnett: : L

I am writing to report to you the results of the recent
traffic noise level studies conducted in your community, adjacent
to the I-695/1-95 interchange. The studies were initiated based
on requests received at the June, 1988 Location/Design Public
Hearing for the expansion of the Baltimore Beltway.

For a community to be considqred for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration POllCV, all of the following
criteria must be met: '

- noiée levels must exceed fﬂe impact threshold level of
67 decibels (dBA);

- a majority of the impacted re31dences must have preceded the
highway;

:
- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible:

- cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed $40,000;

- seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must
favor the proJect and

|
I

- funds must be available. !

Figure I (attached) outlines | the study area. The goal of
the study was to determine the extent and degree of noise impact
experienced in the community. Short-term noise measurements .
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) were taken at 14 locations, as
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m. A 24-hour test
was conducted at site 3, the resuqts of which are shown on Figure
ITI. !

My telephone number is (301) 321-3521

Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro/ - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717




.

Mr. & Mrs. Barnett g
November 7, 1988 f
Page 2 . b

As you can see on Figure II, there are two noise level
values shown. The top value is thle actual noise level measured
at the indicated site. The bottom value is the maximum noise
level that could be expected at edch site. This value was
determined by adjusting the measured values based on the maximum
noise level found during the 24-hodur test. The maximum noise
level period during the 24-hour study was 6-7 a.m., when levels
were three decibels (dBA) higher than during the 9-11 a.m. period
(when short-term measurements were taken). Therefore, we
projected that the highest noise level that could be expected at
any of the sites would be 3 dBA greater than the actual measured
value. Based on this informationﬁ a noise impact zone was

-~ established, as shown on Figure IV. The shaded area represents

the maximum extent of traffic noise impact in the community.

The area of highest noise levels is found along 0Old Sulphur
Spring Road, where the residences are closest to and generally at
the same elevation as the highway} Only four residences in this
area are impacted above the 67 dBA threshold. A barrier 500-600
feet in length would be required,{at a cost of well over
$240,000 which yields a cost per yesidence of over $60,000. This
substantially exceeds our limit of $40,000. In the vicinity of
Benson Avenue, limited impact (2-3 residences) and cost also make
a noise barrier impractical. 1

The wooded area and embankmeht identified on Figure II do
provide some benefits. The wooded area provides a significant
visual screen, particularly for the residents on Lister, Dewitt,
and portions of Larlin and Marsha, Roads. There may also be some
minor noise reduction realized. ?

T.:




Mr. & Mrs. Barnett
November 7, 1988 ot
Page 3 ‘

- I regret that I cannot offer{a more positive response, but
hope that I have clarified our policy as it relates to your

community. If you have any questions regarding the study
results, please feel free to conthct us.

ot

ries B. Adams, Chief
Bureau OF Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc I
Attachments - !

cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. f
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss §




!; Richard H. Trainor

) ‘ _ | ecretar
S Maryland Department of Transportation M ; il
“ . .. . . : al Kassoff
State Highway Administration Administrator
D % ST
9

il
PLEASE REPLY TO: fl
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ' !
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD ’ |
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

- September 30, 1988

Mr. and Mrs. William Bennett
601 Priceville Road
Sparks, Maryland 21152

Y

A |
_ I am writing to report to you the results of our recent
noise studies in the Priceville community adjacent to 1-83, as
you requested in your recent telephone conversation with Mr. Ken
Polcak of my staff. S ;

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bennett:

For an area to qualify for our Noise Abatement Program, all
. of the_ following criteria must be met:

-~ Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels (dBA);

- A majority of the residences must ﬁave preceded the highway;
' |
- Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- Cost must be reasonable; cost per residence may not exceed
$40,000;

- Seventy-five percent of the affect?d residents must favor
the project; and

- Funds must be available.

The studies included a thorough nolise monitoring program at
seven locations in the community with a' 24-hour measurement study
at 18 Bellclare Circle to determine the peak noise level period.
A copy of the results is attached for your information.
Additional measurements were then taken during the morning peak
period between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m. As you can see, of the seven
locations studied four experienced noise levels at or above our
impact threshold of 67 decibels (dBA). ! :

321-3521

Mytewphonénumberh(3on

Teletypewriter for Impalred_ Hearing or Speech
383-75565 Baltimore Metro ~ 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717




Mr. and Mrs. William Bennett
September 30, 1988
Page 2

|
| | |
From this data, it was determined that a maximum of five

residences in the community (those closgst to the highway) were
impacted and, therefore, considered in the feasibility analysis
for a noise barrier. The homes and properties are scattered over
a substantial distance along the highway, which would require a
noise barrier approximately 1800 feet in length at a total cost
of over $750,000 (cost is based on our standard noise barrier
system, which is a pre-cast concrete waﬂl placed within the
highway right-of-way). Dividing this fligure by the five impacted
residences yields a cost per residence pf over $150,000, well
above our $40,000 limit. §

For areas where noise barriers are too costly, we can
consider the feasibility of earth mounding and landscaping to
provide some measure of relief. Based on recent additional
requests from other residents of the community, we have initiated
studies to determine if mounding would be feasible for this

area. The study should be completed by the end of November. We
will advise you of the results in early| December.
Thank you for your interest. If ybu have any questions, or

would like additional information, please feel free to contact
us.

arles B. Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc !
Attachments }

cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. i
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak

Ms. Patricia A. Gauss




. W

Richard H. Trainor |

Maryland Department of Transportation J6! e f
State Highway Administration | Administrator |
< J;

e 5

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD '
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

December 7, 1988

1
Mrs. P. Blum |
8200 Nina Court i ‘
Pikesville, Maryland 21208

Dear Mrs. Blum:
I am writing to report to you:/the results of our recent
traffic noise impact studies conducted in your area adjacent to
I-695. ’

OQur study included several short-term measurements at
locations on Nina, Tama, and Whisperwood Courts, and a 24-hour
measurement at your residence, the results of which are attached
for your information. ﬁ

For a community to be consideféd for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration policy, all of the following
criteria must be met: | '

noise levels must exceed the 1mpact threshold level of 67
decibels (dBA);

- a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the
highway; :

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; !

- cost must be reasonable; costfper impacted residence that is
proteqted may not exceed $40,000;

- seventy-five percent (75%) offthe affected residents must
favor the project; and

- funds must be available.

Teletypewriter for Impal‘red Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Balﬂmor}e. Karyland 21203-0717

|
{
My telephone number is (301) i 321-3521




Mrs. P. Blum
December 7, 1988
Page 2

As the study indicates, noise Hevels at your residence did
not meet or exceed the 67 decibel impact threshold at any time.
I do recognize that you might perceive the noise to be

disturbing however, the 67 decibel requirement must be met in

order for us to consider noise abatement measures. Of all the
areas studied, only the Whisperwood jCourt area experienced noise
levels approaching 67 decibels. However, these homes were

constructed at least three years af?er the Beltway, making them
ineligible for noise abatement measures.

I regret that I cannot offer ajmore positive response to
your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our Policy as it

relates to this community. ’

~

'9ce‘ely,

3

harles B. Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc ' f

Attachment



I
. T Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation /63 :“""a’y
. . . . al Kassoff
State Highway A dm/n/strat/oq Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD\ T’
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

F November 21, 1988

Mr. Donald Bock f
803 Biddle Road i
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 }

Dear Mr. Bock: T

. . I am writing in reéponse to yo&f recent telephone inquiry to
this office concerning traffic noise studies along MD Route 10.

As Mr. Kenneth Polcak indicate&’to you, we will perform
noise monitoring tests at your residence by mid-December (weather
permitting), and will contact you wﬁth the results by early
January 1989. ' :

In addition, we will include your residence in a MD Route 10
follow-up study, to be performed in |May 1989. The purpose of
this study is to document noise levels after the new traffic
patterns have become established. F

Please feel free to calljme inyou have any additional

questions.
erply, z‘ '
arles B. Adams, Chief _ .

'Bureay of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc .

cc: Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak f
Mr. Eugene J. Miller
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss b

i
L F i
M ’ f

My telephone number is (301).

|
Teletypewrlter for Impalred Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800~-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717




|
December' 8, 1988

Mr. Reno Bonfanti : i
415 Torrincton Place ‘
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 1

Dear Mr. Bonfanti: . 1

Thank you for your recent letter .concerning the I-495 noise:
abatement project in the area of the ﬂranklin Knolls community.

The area between MD 193 (Unlver51ty Boulevard) and MD 650
(New Hampshire Avenue), and the area between MD 650 and MD 212
(Riggs Roacdl), .were origlnally planned as two separate noise
abatement project areas. Because they had very close priority
positions in our program, we decided to combine the two areas
into a sin¢le project with overall limits from MD 193 to MD 212.
This will simplify the bidding process, allow construction to
proceed more efficiently and result in some cost savings.

This change in plans has nece551tated a minor delay of the
project. Zlthough all projects are subject to the avallablllty
of funds, we do anticipate a projected construction start in the
summer of 2989. I understand that MrI Hal Kassoff has already
provided tris information in a recent letter to you. Please be
assured that the priority position Of’thls project in our program
has not changed.

i ; _
We regret any inconvenience this' delay has caused the
community. Thank you for your patienFe in this matter.

Sincerely,
A
5
Richard H. Trainor
Secretary

RHT:prc

cc: Mr. Hal Kassoff

becec: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass %

Mr. M.chael Snyder”
Mr. Charles B. Adams

4:
Dictated byf Ms. Patricia A. Gauss -+ 11/30/88 - 321-3607 - SHA
k : : '

1
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December 2, 1988

Mr. Reno Bonfanti
415 Torrington Place
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901

Dear Mr. Bonfanti:

I am writing to confirm our recent telephone conversation
regarding the noise abatement project on I-495 adjacent to the
Franklin Knolls community. Senator’Ida Ruben asked that I
respond to your concerns.

This noise abatement project Hll be advertised for bids
this winter and construction is scheduled to begin next summer.

I understand and appreciate your interest in seeing this
project completed as quickly as possible. We are committed to
providing effective abatement for ﬁreas which meet our program
requirements. Your patience and support of our prodram are
greatly apprec1ated.

Sincéfely,

ORIGINAL S5, ...

HAL ‘KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
.Admlnlstrator

HK/sl l
cc: The Honorable Ida Ruben

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers k
Mr. Robert D. Douglass ’ ‘
Mr. Charles B. Adams
Dictated by: Mr. Charles B. AdamsiSHA (321-3521) on Nov. 28,
1988.




Richard H. Trainor

Secretary
Mafyland Depaftment aﬂianspaltatlan 1% Hal Kassoff

State Highway Adm/n/strat/on Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

September 6, 1988

Mr. J. Ralph Bridges
1127 Concordia Drive
Baltimore, Maryland 21204

Dear Mr. Bridges:
"

9

This is to confirm my understandlng of our felephone

conversation on September an

In lieu of moving four dogwood] trees on your property, the
State Highway Administration will replace them with nursery-
grown stock of the same variety. These trees will be large
caliper size which are commercially available at the time of
planting. This will allow us to prbvide a one year care and
replacement period if any were to die, which cannot be offered if
your existing trees are transplanted. In addition, we will
remove one existing elm tree from your property.

f

If this is not your understandﬁng, please lpt me know post-

hastg. Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sinceﬂely,

Eugene (:;;;ler,

Special Assistant to the Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

EJM:prc }
cc: Mr. George Horvath j
Ms. Diane Szekely '

My telephone number is (301)_

Teletypewriter for lmpalfed Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro -~ 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
o i )




PLEASE REPLY TO: .
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

Mr. Steve Buckley
14838 London Lane
Bowie, Maryland 20715

Dear Mr. Buckley:

I am writing to report to youjthe results of our recent
studies evaluating the Princeton Square community for traffic
noise impacts from proposed improvements to U.S. Route 50 and

Maryland Route 197.

For a community to be considered for the State Highway
Administration’s Noise Abatement Program, all of the following

criteria must be met:

i

-~ Noise levels must meet or exceed
decibels (dBA);

-- A majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the

~highway;

-- Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

-- Cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may not

exceed $40,000;

~-- At least 75% of the affected residents must favor the project;

and

= |

—- Funds must be available.

My telephone number is (301)

Maryland Department of Transportation
State Highway Administration

) D’) Richard H. Trainor

Secretary

Hal Kassoff

Administrator

October 18, 1988

the impact threshold of 67

321-3521

Teletypewrliter for lmpalre!d Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro|- 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore| Maryland 21203-0717




. Mr. Steve Buckley ;
October 18, 1988
Page 2

The only area where noise levels were above our impact
threshold was at two individual residences at the end of London
Lane, adjacent to U.S. Route 50. Nélse levels within Princeton
Square did not meet or exceed the threshold Therefore, this
area fails to meet the first criterion of our noise policy. Even
if noise levels had been greater, Princeton Square has only been
in existence since 1984, well after‘the construction of U.S. 50.
Thus, the second criterion is not met.

Additionally, a study of the 81te plan for Princeton Square
shows that the community was planned with the knowledge of the
possible relocation of MD Route 197, which is proposed as part of
the improvements to U.S. Route 50. The Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) gave its location approval in June 1882 for
the proposed highway project. The %ocation approval date is
considered the date of public knowledge of the project. FHWA
regulations do not permit funding for noise abatement in areas
which were developed after location |approval of a highway
project. ‘

I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response, but
hope I have adequately explained the situation. Please feel free
to contact me if you have any questﬂbns.

arles B. Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc

cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss




R 3 et -~

William Donald Schaefer

Maryland Department of Transportation | Governor -
. : . ~ Richard H. Trainor
The Secretary’s Office ' : ¢ Secretary
' . Stephen G. Zentz
; : ' Deputy Secretary

WOV, 3 ‘ 1988

Mrs. Helen Cabbiness oy
5526 Ruxton Drive : :
Lanham, Maryland 20706 _ A

Dear Mrs. Cabbiness: F

Governor William Donald Schaefer has asked me to thank you
for your recent letter concerning traffic noise from I-95 _
- (Capital Beltway) in the area of Ruxton Drive. He asked me to.
respond to you directly on this matter. ' '

, In April 1987, the State Highway Administration formally
adopted a Noise Policy because of the great number of potential
projects that exist well beyond any Possibility of funding. _
Since our resources for noise barrier projects are limited, it

‘; R the construction of the highway_cleafly Created the problem.  As
o a result, all of the following critegia must be met. for an area
- to be eligible for inclusion in our program: :

| - o o -
/== noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
' decibels (dBA); ' b - '
== a majority of the impacted residences'must have'preceded the
.~ highway; ‘i ‘ 3
- _ , ' _ .
== construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- - cost must be reasonable (cost per protected residence may
_ not exceed $40,000) ; :

| | ! L |
==+ seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor
< - the project; and : k - o

-~  funds must be available. i

I
1

I

b
k - | i?
i . \

. My telephone number is (301)- L
' ... TTY For The Deaf (301) 859-7227 i
Post Office Box 8755, Ba‘timbre/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755

Lo ey




Mrs. Helen Cabblness f
Page Two _ f

1

< The Ruxton Drive area has been‘evaluated for inclusion in
our Noise Abatement Program, but does not qualify based on the
date of construction of the 1mpacted residences. A communlty
noise survey was conducted in mid-1986 which found noise-.levels
at the residences adjacent to the hlghway to be at or above the
impact threshold, thus satlsfylng th1s requirement. However, it -
was determined that a majority (over 80%) of the homes impacted
by the noise were not constructed until several years after the
Beltway, which was completed in 1964. Therefore, the area does.

not quallfy for nolse barriers under our policy..

The funding of highway prOJects, including noise barriers,
is obtained from gasoliné taxes, hlghway user fees and corporate
taxes -~ not from private citizens'' income or property taxes.
The 1mportant point, however,- is that only those areas which meet
our noise policy crlterla are ellglble for nolse barrlers.

4

Flnally, the fly- over ramp fer westbound US 50 will be
located a considerable distance south of the Ruxton Drive area.
Due to this great dlstance, no nolde contrlbutlon from the fly-
over will be perceptible in your aﬁea. '

(3]

I regret that I cannot offer a more pos1t1ve response to
your concerns, but trust that I have adequately clarified our
policy as- 1t relates to this communlty Please do not hes1tate.
to contact me if you require addltﬂonal information.

Slncerely,

L fi‘\"‘f
; . ‘ : ' o [L ‘

g o Richard H. Trainor
e : Secretary

RHT:prc |

cc: The Honorable William Donald échaefer

bcec: Mr. Hal Kassoff ¢
Mr. Bob B. Myers :
Mr. Robert D. Douglass b
Mr. Charles B. Adams

_ - , o S -
Dictated by: Patricia A. Gauss-SHA! ext. 10/26/88 321-3607
. : ’ : ‘!

i
'
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REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF éORRESPONDENCE
To: Hal Kassoff | FROM: FJan Backus
DATE: October 20, 1988 !

CONCERNING LETTER FROM:! Helen Cobbiness
SUBJECT: Petition for noise barrier along Ruxton Rd.

PLEASE-- 1
Prepare response for Secretaﬁy's Signature

Reply directly, acknowledgind Secretary's receipt; show
cc to Secretary. j

Reply directly; return a copy of the request form with
notation of action taken to F*an Backus.

—r————
————tn
—————————

Prepare response for Governo: s signature.

Addltlonal Notes: Prepare for Secretary Trainor's signature
- acknowledging Governor's receipt; show cc to Governor

2LEA§E*BEIQBN_IQ__*§;_;_EXL October. 48 1988

For Use by Responsible Unit

ASSIGNED TO: el Louons, %
\3 "
TO BE RETURNED BY: \O-27-8% |

DATE: W0 -2 %

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

For Use by Assigned Area |
1

(Name -~ Telephone 4§ -- Date)

RESPONSE PREPARED BY:

TYPED BY: PROOFREAD BY:

----_---------u--———------———--—---m--

Record of Interinm Telephone Response
!

Name of Person Called: } Date:
Explanations/Agreements Reached: I

|

" Written follow-up will be prepared by (Date)

***é.**

'PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH PREPARED CORRESPONDENCE




DATE OF LETTER
RESPONSE DUE
NAME . .. ¢
ADDRESS 3 -

SALUTATION
SUBJECT

ACTION REQUESTED
ASSIGNEE (1)
ASSIGNEE (2)
UNIT..

.

GOV,

e

REMARKS

NAME TO A/R

indicated above.

. OoCT—28—88 THU
RSP
))
"RECORD #

INSTRUCTIONS

Please investigate the attached and take whatever action
is necessary to respond to our constituent’s concern, '
Please forward the response to the Governor's Unit

1i4:39 MDOT TsSO

.- Mrs. Helen Cobbiness
- 5526 Ruxton Drive

.Lanham 'MD 20706~
Mrs., Cobbiness: '
NOISE BARRIER

d 0/00/00
MDOT

PG

If the res;'ion
department,
compieted form and
Also, copy the comp
responsible for the correspondence.

RE-DIRECTED TO
DATE

;
¢

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
o o r;: j:  » . I
.10/18/88-022 ¢
9/29/88 ... |
11/01/88 |

" LG

RE-DIRECTION
se to this correspondence should be handled by another
please complete the following information and forward the
the correspondence to the appropriate department.
leted. form and send the copy t the Governor's Unit

FP.O3
-
MAIL FORM

AR ATPand Culture

C/SP Cabinet & Special Projects _
ADM Executive Chief for Administration
FA Financial Administration

GM  Governot's Mansion

G Governor . o
HD  Health and Human Services Liaisor

1A Independent Agencies

LO Legisiative Office

Lt. Governor's Office _
MYAB Maryland You Are Beautifut
Handicapped Individuals

OHI

OP/PS Operations/Public Safety

(0] Office Services Administration
PG Programs

PO Press _
SUVLR Spectal Issues/Labor Relations
SPR Scheduling/Public Relations
S/8 Secretary of State

WO  Washington Office

l




e
>~
-

ol Corllosisnr

" 0CT—-20-88 THU 14:40 MDOT TSO Y
85 ‘

123

Septemberu29rl988

The Honorable William Donald Schaefer

The Governor of Maryland }
Governor’s Mansion ;
Annapolis, MD 21401 b

Dear Governor Schaefer! f
My naeme 1is Helen Cabbiness and I am @ résiden? of Ruxton Drive in Lanham,
Maryland., ‘

This letter has become necessary after many Leors of trying to get the

Maryland Department of Transportation, (SHA), to properly assess the needs of
the residents that live along Ruxton Iirive as to the necessity for a noise
abatement barrier. We also have to endure the constont noise and pollution
from the beltway, as do others. The houses along Ruxton Drive are located
approximately the same. distance from the beltway as other homes that border I-
95 in Prince George’s County who are receiviﬁg noise abatement barriers,
Ruxton Drive is located on the outer loop of the beltway and pargllels I1-95
between Route 450 (Annapolis Road) and Route 50 (John Hanson Highway). Our
situation will deteriorate even further during and after the redesign
construction of the 1-95 & I-68 (Route 50) Interchange. The redesign of this
major interchange will bring even more noise oﬁd pollution when the fly-over
is completed, The fly-over is designed to taKe those motorists wishing to
enter the New Carrollton / Metro Complex traveling westbound on Route S0 onto
an elevated ramp across I-9% into the complek. This ramp is to be built
between Route S0 and Route 450, right in our backyards.

All the residents (petition enclosed) aleng Ruxton Drive pay state as well as
federal taxes, and we see our tax dollars beipg used to provide barriers for
others when we are so desparately in need of them. ’

Any assistance from your office in helping Ls obtain a noise abatement -
barrier would be greatly aeppreciated. ,
‘4

Sincerely Yours, &
L IANEETE , :

Mrs. Helen Cabbiness _
§524 Ruxton Iirive i
Lanham, MI 20706
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ST : | "/ Richard H. 1Taingr'

o : . : - ' . _ :Secretary R r .

& Maryland Departmentof Transportation Hal Kassoff 1 4
State H/ghway Administration. . - Adwinisvaor 0

: KOV 21 1959

'Ms. Angéla F. Campbell
7 33 Lake Drive
; Bel Alr, Maryland 21014

"Pear Ms. Campbell

L , I am wrltlng to report to you the results of our recent'
'Ln01se level studles in your communlty, adjacent’ to MD 24.

: For a communlty to be consldered for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration Pollcy, all of the following:
cr1ter1a must be met | . - b K o

'n01se levels must exceed thejlmpact threshold level of 67'
de01bels (dBA); ;

. a majorlty of the impacted res1dences must have preceded the
*.hlghway, SRS !

constructlon of an effective naise barrler must be feaslble;

costlmust be reasonable; cost ﬁer impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed S40 000

seventy~f1ve percent (75%) oftthe affected residents must
favor the project' and i '

funds must be available. : i

Our study con51sted of severaﬂ short-term measurements (10-

20 minutes in duration) at your, residence, and a 24-hour

measurement at 37 Lake Drive. The measurements taken at your

home revealed average noise levels {of 49-52 decibels. Based on

- the 24-hour study, we determined that the noise level may be a
maximum of two decibels higher (51-54 dBA) than our actual.

measurements, but still well below the 67 decibel threshold.

. Therefore, we cannot consider nolse abatement measures for the
. area. i

: |
My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for |mpa|r‘ed Hearing or Speeéh i
383~7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451D.C, Metro - 1-800-492~5062 Statewlds Toll Free
707 Maorth Czivert t P”Hf”“&~" s V\—u W Q12030717

i . .
Brdimes Lt e
|




Ms. Angela F.

Campbell
Page 2 '

- .

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to
your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our policy as it

relates to your community.

\

HK:prc S

-Bob B. Myers
Robert D. Doulass
Charles B. Adams

bce: Mr.
Mr.

Mr .

Dictated

by: Ms. Patricia A.

Sincérely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED By:
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
AdminFstrator '
ie

Gauss-SHA 11/14/88 321-3609




AuguFt 2, 1988

Ms. Angela F. Campbell
33 Lake Drive
Bel Air, Maryland 21014

Dear Ms. Campbell:

b
Thank you for your recent letter to Secretary Richard H.
Trainor concerning the noise problem in your community adjacent

to the new MD 24. Mr. Trainor hasfasked me to respond to you
directly. %

I have asked Mr. Charles B. Adams, Chief of the Bureau of
Landscape Architecture, to investiéate the problem. The noise
studies will be completed by mid-October. We will contact you in
early November with the results. |

Thank you for bringing your c?ncerns to our attention.

Sinc%rely,

ORIGIFAL $IGNED 3Y:
Bidn SpisSEF s

Administrator
HK/sl | l_
cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams i

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers t
Mr. Robert D. Douglass '

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss! - 321-3607 -July 20, 1988

l,

1
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) : . F [ :it> Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary
. . . .l Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administration Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO: '
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

September 2, 1988

Mrs. Jean L. Cauley
6313 Walton Avenue
Camp Springs, Maryland 20746

Dear Mrs. Cauley:

This is a follow-up to my telephone conversation with your
daughter on September 2nd concerning your inquiry about noise
barriers for your area.

An investigation of the situation indicates that the homes
at the end of Walton Avenue closest|to the Beltway were built
after the construction of the Beltwgy. Your daughter confirmed
that this is true. Unfortunately,.our present Noise Policy
requires that to be considered for noise barriers, homes that are
impacted by traffic noise must have been there prior to the
highway. :

I am sorry I cannot offer you a more p081t1ve response to
your request. If you have any addlélonal questlons, please don’t
he81tate to contact me. !

Slnverely.

AT
Eugene J iller,

Spe01al Assistant to the Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

EJM:prc

Mytembhonenumbers(3OH 321-3530

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baitimore Metro - 565-0461 D.C. Metro -~ 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryiand 21203-0717




| o

[ ' /&/ Richard H. Trainor |

&> Maryland Department of Transportation Secretery 1
) . . .. . Hal Kassoff |
] é State Highway Administration Administrator

July 15, 1988

PLEASE REPLY TO: i
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ¥
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD ‘
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 ’

Ms. Jennie Chow .
8100 Old Georgetown Road t
Bethesda, Marvland 20814 }

Dear Ms . Chow: _ r

I am writing to report to you the findings of recent noise
level studies conducted at your property on 0ld Georgetown Road.
As you requested, a copy of the resuits is enclosed.

As you can see, noise levels ranged from 56 to 77 decibels
{Legq). While we do recognize that y%u are experiencing high
levels of noise, options for noise apatement are very limited.
Because the residential properties, the fire station, and
adjacent streets require direct accelss to 0ld Georgetown Road,
placement of any type of noise barrier would not be feasible or
effective. The gaps needed to maintain access to the roadway

‘ would render a barrier system total].y-,v ineffective.

The only alternative is to consider creating a visual screen
through the use of landscape plantings, which would provide some
psychological relief from the traffic. This option would depend
upon whether there is sufficient State owned right-of-way
available to allow such a project. 'If you are interested in
pursuing this option, please contac@ me.

l

Thank you for your patience in{this matter.

Charles B. Adams, Chief
] Bureau of Landscape Architecture
CBA:prc ' |
Enclosure !
cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr’ _
y Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak f
. Ms. Patricia A. Gauss '

!
321-3521

My telephone number is {301) £

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltlmofe, Maryland 21203-0717
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1
Secretary

Maryland Department of Transportation' |98~ e
é State Highway Administration | Administrator

)

|

Marchyld, 1989

:

Mr. Matko Chullin 7
408 Oriole Avenue L
Baltimore, Maryland 21224

(
Dear Mr. Chullin: i

I am writing in response to our recent telephone conversa-
tions about the results of our recent noise monitoring studies in
the vicinity of your home, adjacentwto I-695.

I would like to make you aware!of our noise barrier
policy criteria. In order for an area to qualify for noise
barriers, all of the following criteria must be met:

== noise levels must meet or exceéd the impact threshold of 67

decibels . (Leq) ; |
-- . a majority of the residences mist have preceded the highway;
-- construction of an effective néise barrier must be feasible;

1:
-- cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may
- not exceed $40,000; 3

== the project must be acceptable‘to 75 percent of the people
affected; and ' Y

- funds must be available. !

Our studies have concluded that a noise barrier is not
warranted in your area. Please 1etéme explain the study results
in more detail. : :

’:

It has been determined that the noise levels at a majority
of the homes along Oriole Avenue exceed the 67 decibel impact
criteria, and that the homes were built prior to the beltway. We
have also determined that an effective barrier could be con-
structed. Unfortunately, the cost 6f a barrier would exceed our
criteria for reasonable cost. The cost per residence to
construct a barrier would exceed our criteria for reasonable _
cost. The actual cost per residence would be approximately
$48,000 per residence. It is for this reason that we cannot

justify a barrier in this 1ocation.i
|

My telephone number is (301) !

Teletypewriter for ImpalredYHearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, ?Aaryland 21203-0717

Richard H. Trainor 1
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Mr. Matko Chullin

|

We spoke about the possibility of planting a dense evergreen
screen adjacent to your neighborhood to provide some relief from
the highway visibility and noise. If you are interested in our
pursuing this alternative, please contact Mr. Charles B. Adams,
Chief of the Landscape Architecture Division. Mr. Adams can be
reached at 333-8063. :

Y

Sincerely,
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

HAL l%{ASSOFE

Hal Kaﬁsoff
Administrator

HK/eh ' F
cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams *

b
bece: /E{&. Miller

K.D. Polcak t
P.A. Gauss *




Richard H. Trainor

'S *g; Mauylam/DepautmentofIianspon‘::vtmn1 /9,4 Secretary

Hal K ff
State Highway A dmlmstratlon | _ Administrator

Maréh 13, 1989
Ms. Pearl Cohen

7308 0ld Stage Road
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear Ms. Cohen:

|
I am writing to report to you|the results of our recent

traffic noise impact studies condu¢ted in your area adjacent to
1-270. :

Our study included several short-term measurements at your
residence and at 7304 0ld Stage Road. Noise levels did not meet
or exceed the 67 decibel impact threshold at either residence. I
do recognize that you might perceiye the noise to be disturbing,
however, the 67 decibel requirement must be met in order for us
to consider noise abatement measures.

A noise barrier is currently under construction along I-270.
The barrier construction was begun|south of your area. It was
included in the 1-270 contract because of noise impacts
identified at residences located dlrectly adjacent to the highway
where noise levels exceed the 67 dBA threshold. This includes
the home across the street from your home. The barrier will
extend approximately 125 feet past that home, and was designed to
substantially reduce noise levels in that area. Your particular
location was not used as a specific design point for the barrier
because the noise levels were not above the impact threshold. In
addition, noise barriers are less ¢ffective as the distance away
from them increases, and the additional cost of extending the
barrier even farther towards Montrése Road could not be
jJustified. There will be some reduction in the overall noise
level due to-partial shielding pro&ided by the wall that will be
built. |

My telephone number is (301)__333-8063

Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Caivert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

S o0 S ULy
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Ms. Pearl Cohen
Page 2
March 13, 1989

A landscape project for the completed I-270 corridor
will be undertaken following consftruction. We will give full
consideration to visual screening for your area in this effort.
In the meantime, piease feel free to contact me if you have any
additional questions.

Sincerely,

Charles B. Adams, Chief
Landscape Architecture Division

CBA/eh




‘ / 9(0 Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation e
State Highway Administration f | Administrator

March 13, 1989

Officer Robert Collins
Community Action Group
9701 Reisterstown Road
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117

Dear Mr. Collins:

I am writing 1in response to your inquiry to this office
regarding our noise studies 1in tpe vicinity of the Baltimore
Highlands, adjacent to the Baltimore/Washington Parkway (Md.

! 3

295) .

In order to qualify for noise barriers, all of the following
criteria must be met:

-- noise levels must meet or ex%eed the impact threshold of 67

decibels (Leq). For Type I projects, an increase of 5
decibels must occur as a result of the highway improvement
pro.ject; ;

-- a ma.jority of the residenceslmust have preceded the highway;
-- construction of an effectivel noise barrier must be feasible;

-- cost must be reasonable; cosit per protected residence may
not exceed $40,000; i

- the pro.ject must be acceptable to 75% of the people
affected; and ‘ '

- funds must be available.

Based on our criteria, this{érea does not meet all of our
requirements for noise barriers as part of the proposed

improvements to Md. 295 (Type I). Our analysis determined that
noise levels would increase by only 1 decibel as a result of the
proposed project. A minimum 5 decibel increase must occur for a

I
|

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro T i-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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Officer Robert Collins
Page 2
March 13, 1989

noise barrier to be considered. As a potential retrofit (Type
I1) project, the area does not meet the requirement for date of
construction. The purpose of our|lnoise abatement program is to
consider mitigation where existing developments were impacted due
to highway construction. Because of extreme funding limitations,
we cannot consider noise barriers; for areas where all of our
policy requirements are not met. |

A landscaping project is currently under design for this
area and will proceed upon completion of the road construction.
We will give tull consideration tb the Baltimore Highlands in
this etffort by providing a visual, buffer between the community

and the Parkway. We will contact you to discuss our concepts
when they are developed. We anti%ipate this will be late this
fall. ;

I trust that I have adequate;y answered your questions.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 333-8063 if you require
additional information.

. Aaams, Chief
CBA/eh Laﬂdscape Architecture Division
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|

|
} August 8, 1989
\
|
\

Mr. Douglas A. Collison
124 Riverview Avenue w
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Mr. Collison:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning our noise
barrier cost-effectiveness studies for your community, adjacent
to U.S. Route 50. %

We will review the additional information you have
presented, and will report back to you in about a month with our

findings.

In the meantime, if you have any_questions or comments,
. please feel free to contact me.
e eL ,
I
rles B. ms, Chief

Landscape Architecture Division

CBA/wt

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro — 565-0451 D.C. Metro |- 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free

N o 5 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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' 1 _ 5 @\ Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation d ey
State Highway Administration Administrator

Mr. Douglas Collison
124 Riverview Avenue
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Mr. Collison:

I am writing to report the results of our follow—up noise
measurement studies and our reevaluatlon of impacts from traffic
on U.S. Route 50.

As was agreed, we performed additional noise level tests at
residences which did not meet the noise criterion in our original
noise studies, to determine if any additional homes could be
counted in our cost/residence analysis. First, a series of 24-
hour tests were conducted, covering the weekend period Saturday
afternoon through ‘Sunday to Monday\afternoon, and the weekday
period Wednesday afternoon to Thursday afternoon. The results of
those tests, which have already been sent to you, confirmed that
the period of highest noise levels occurred during the weekday,
mid-morning to late afternoon. Welthen performed the additional
noise tests at four locations along Riverview Avenue, which.are
identified on the attached map (Exhibit I) as areas 17, 19, 20,
and 22. The results of these tests are shown on the attached
chart, Exhibit II. None of the test results exceeded the impact
threshold, thus the original count: of 13 impacted residences.
remains unchanged. .

We also re-ran the noise predictions, at you request, from
our consultant's earlier work utilizing level of service 'C'
traffic volumes. The results are shown on Exhibit III, which is
a modified version of Table 3 from the consultant's original
report, dated November; 1987. The" results showed a 1-2 dBA
increase with the revised traffic Wolumes.

Additional information developed for the residences on the
north side of U.S. Route 50 is also included. The results
indicate no 51gn1f1cant differences from our previous studies.
This information is shown on Exhlqlt iv.

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro ~ 565-0451 0.C. Metro - 1~800~492- 5062 Statewide Toll Free




Mr. Douglas Collison
Page 2

If you have any questions regafding these studies or desire
a meeting to discuss them more fully, please do not hesitate to

contact me.

es B. A ms, Chief
cape Architecture Division

ar
Lands

CBA/db

cc: Mr. E.J. Miller, Jr. :
Mr. K.D. Polcak i |
Ms. P.A. Gauss
|
\
|

{ . Attachments 1:
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Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary |
: . o . . Hal Kassoff
State Highway Adminhistration Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO: .

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

October 26, 1988

‘Mr. Douglas Collison
124 Riverview Avenue
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Mr. Cé6llison:

As vou discussed with Ken Polcak of my staff, we are
forwarding a copy of the results from the 24-hour noise studies

oy conducted in your area. After you/ have had an opportunlty to
“+ review the results and discuss them with others in the community,
please contact us so we can determine the timing and locations of
the remaining short-term noise mea%urements. .

Any questions regarding the 24 hour results, should be

directed to Mr. Polcak (321~ 3481) Thank you for your continued

cooperation.

Sinéerely,

f«, AL
. Gon
Eu@ene J. Miller, Jr.
Special Assistant to the Chief

Bureau of Landscape Architecture
EJM:prc
Attachment

cc: Mr. Kenneth Polcak
' The Honorable Michael Busch |
The Honorable Gerald W, Winegrad

My telephone number is (301) " 321-3530

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech

383-7555 Baltimore Metro — 565-0451 D.C. Metro — 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toli Free
: 707 North Calvert St Baltlmor:e Maryland 21203-0717
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November 22, 1988

i

Mr. Jamal Dajani
422 East Indian Spring Drive.
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901-4725

Dear Mr. Dajani:

Thank you for your- recent letter, which was forwarded to me
by Senator Paul S. Sarbanes,’ concern1ng the I-495 noise abatement
project in the area of the Franklln‘Knolls community.

The area between MD 193 (Un1ver51ty Boulevard) and MD 650
(New Hampshire Avenue), and the area between MD 650 and MD 212
(Riggs Road), were originally planned as two separate noise
abatement prOJect areas. Because they had very close priority
-positions in our program, we decided to combine the two areas
into a single project with overall 11m1ts from MD 193 to MD 212.
This will simplify the bidding process, allow construction to
proceed more efficiently, and resulF in some cost savings.

This change in plans has necessitated a minor delay of the
project. Although all projects are subject to the availability
of funds, we do anticipate a projected construction start by mid-
1989. ) k

I hope I have adequately answered your questions. If you
have additional questions, you may wish to contact Mr. Charles
Adams, chief of our Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at 321~
3521. Your interest in this progect is appreciated.

Slncerely,

URIGINAL SIGNED BY:
L. MSQQFE

Hal Kassoff
?-Adm1n;strator

HK:prc :
‘,

cc: The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes

bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass |
Mr. Charles B. Adanms f

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss - 11/17/88 - 321-3607
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N | )54 Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation

Secretary
. S . Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administration Administrator

1

PLEASE REPLY TO: L

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE e

2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD l ' i
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 ‘ ' . {

{ October 4, 1988

Dr. Margaret Fine SRR ;
P.0O. Box 2274 IR i
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 . - t
Dear Dr. Fine:
"It was a pleasure méétiﬁg with ydu recently to discuss the

traffic impacts at your residence: 7&01 Greenspring Avenue.

. . e -

You raised a number-of issues which I would like to address
in sequence. PR '

- ,
PR

1. Your residence does not quaﬂify for a noise barrier
under our Noise Abatement Policy. For an area to
qualify, all of the following criteria must be met:

-— Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact
threshold of 67 decibel's;

- A majority'of'residenceﬁ must have preceded
construction of the highway;

- Construction of an effective barrier must be
feasible; @ - i
) ' i

- Cost must be reasonable; cost per residence
may not exceed $40,000;

Since your propert& fronts the Beltway for a
such a great distance, the cost per residence
would far exceed the $40,000 allowable.

:

My telephone number is {301) 321-3530

Teletypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlide Toil Free |
707 North Caivert St., Baltlmore,‘y Maryland 21203-0717
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Dr. Margaret Fine
October 4, 1988
Page 2

!

2. By copy of this letter I am asking the Division of
Project Development to add your name to their mailing
list. Any mailings should be addressed to your post
office box number. A public hearing for the Beltway
widening study is currentlylscheduled for sometime
next Spring. For further information, please contact
Mr. Donald G. Honeywell, the project manager, at
333-1136.

3. You pointed out certain sediment problems due to
the present construction of the Greenspring Avenue
Bridge. By copy of this letter, I am asking the
District Engineer, Mr. C. Robert Olsen, to investigate
this matter and contact you directly at 484-7584,
In addition, he will be able to advise you who in the
Baltimore County government|would be responsible for
maintenance beyond State right-of-way limits on
Greenspring Avenue. '

4. At the conclusion of the Copstrucfion work for the
Greenspring Avenue bridge, this office will develop
a landscape plan to restore’ the roadsides which have
been disturbed. This work will provide aesthetic

as well as visual screening;as necessary.

I trust I have address the concerns you shared at our
meeting. If you have any comments or further questions, don’t
hesitate to contact me. !

Sincerely,

’,//é%%;w%.

Eugens: JJ/ Miller,~d
Spe01al Assistant to the Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

EJM:prc f
cc: Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr.
Mr. C. Robert Olsen
Mr. Donald G. Honeywell
Mr. Paul A. Georgiou i
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss '




Richard H. Trainor

b Secretary
/& Hal Kassoff

Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO: |

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

October 18, 1988

Ms. Sharon Fine
6812 Renita Lane
Bethesda, Maryland 20817

Dear Ms. Fine:

I am writing to follow up youf recent telephone conversation
with Mr. Eugene Miller, of this office, concerning our landscape
feasibility studies for Renita Lang, adjacent to I-495.

As indicated to you, we have completed the studies and have
determined that it is possible to dupplement the existing
vegetation with additional landscape plantings. This will
provide a visual screen from the traffic, which could provide
some psychological relief from the noise which you currently
experience at your residence. These plantings will consist
predominantly of evergreen trees adcompanied by some deciduous
material to achieve a more natural]appearance.

A landscape design based on the feasibility plan will be
developed this winter and planting;for the project will be
accomplished next spring. r

My telephone number is (301) ;321:352 1

Teletypewriter for Impalre:d Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baitimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baitimore, Maryland 21203-0717




Ms. Sharon Fine

October 18, 1988
Page 2.

I trust this satisfies your understanding in this matter.
If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact
me or Mr. Miller. His telephone number is (301) 321-3530.

arles B. Adams, Chief

Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc.
cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller
Mr. Paul A. Georgiou

"
i




' b‘é Richard H. Trainor
,) ! Secretary

Maryland Depa/tment of Iiansportatlon o
al Kassoff
S tate H/gh way A dm/n/strat/on Administrator

5':-. JUN l_13 1983
The Honorable Brian E. Frosh :
7315 Wisconsin Avenue . o ;
Suite 800 West o |;
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 . o

Dear.Senator Frosh:

Thank you for Vour recent letter concerning the widening of

Interstate Route 495. from north of Maryland Route 190 to Virginia
Route 193.. .. = - o L i . _ ‘
. o S e S
" We are continuing to ‘examine Lptions to resolve the noise
barrier issue at sensitive. areas B and E. As I have previously
written to you, neither area meets the qualifications for noise
barriers as a part of the proposed widening. This is'due to the
fact that there would not be ‘a substantial difference in nOise
.levels between no- build and build conditions.
. _";Both areas havevbeen;evaluated to determine their
- eligibility for our retrofit noise abatement program. Area B
" nmeets all of the criteriax except cost. We have established a
maximum cost per residence figure of $40,000. This number is
determined by diViding the total barrier cost by the number of
homes which eéxperience noise levels greater than 67 decibels and
would receive a five decibel origreater reduction from the
proposed barrier. The cost per residence figure for Area B
_ currently is over $50, 000." We are now refining our engineering
- studies to determine if there are dptions which would reduce the
, cost per residence. "If costs cannot be lowered, we have
discussed an option with 'the’ residents whereby they or others
might prOVide the additional monies beyond the Administration's
$40 000 per residence maximumn.

|:-

Area E, unfortunately, does not meet the eligibility
criterion of date of construction contained in our noise policy.
The majority of the impacted homes were constructed after the
completion of the highway. We are presently considering if

" there are any solutions which would provide what the community
wishes but would not. set a precedent which would open our noise
policy to similar issues in the other areas of the state. These
options include earth berms, privacy fencing and vegetative
screens alone or in combination.

My telephone number is (301) |

Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro -~ 565-0451 D.C. Metro i- 1-800-4982-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
, 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

|
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"The" Honorable Brlan E. Ffoéh[i*@ 
Page Two R

We are on a schedule to cbmpléte our studies for both Areas
B and E by mid- July. I will contact you in early August to
update you. ' :

Thank you for youf_éohtinuing interest in our noise program.

.SlncereL ,
S B‘I! | :
ORIGéfﬁLKASSOFF

,sTHal Kassoff
" Administrator

HK/sl
‘becc: Mr. Bob B. Myers.
.. Mr. Neil J. Pedersen
‘*. Mr. Robert D. Douglass
© ‘Mr. Louis H. Ege . -
iMrK.Charles B. Adams
- Mr. Mlchael Snyder . 'l . “

chtated by " Mr. C.B. Adams SHA (321-3521) on 6/3/88.
| |

il
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: /40 Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation ot Ko o
State Highway Administration Administrator

MAY 18 1988
|

Mr. Paul M. Genovese
315 Kenwood Avenue
Baltimore, Marvland 21228 |

Dear Mr. Genovese:

As a follow up to my letter oﬁ May 12, 1987, I am writing to
update you on the status of our ;landscaping project for the
Catonsville Knolls community adjacent to I-695,

The landscaping was to be included in the noise abatement
project extending from Wilkens Avenue to US Route 1A. This work
was to be completed this spring.; However, the noise barrier
project has been deferred until a decision is made regarding
future widening of the Beltway. This is due to potential
conflicts that could arise between the two projects. The
decision to defer the noise abatement project also was made as a
result of concerns voiced by residents in the project area.

In addition, we conducted further noise measurements to
refine our original noise studvy which indicated that the
Catonsville Knolls area did not meet the reasonable cost
criterion for noise barriers under our Noise Abatement Policy.
This study reaffirmed our original findings; in fact, it showed
that we were conservative in our assessment of the area. Fewer
homes actually reached the noise threshold level of 67 decibels
(the gqualifving criterion) than originally estimated. This, in
turn, equates to a higher cost per residence than originally
determined.

We are currently studyving a number of areas adjacent to the
Beltway that do not qualify for| noise barriers, but would
benefit from the addition of landscape planting to screen the
traffic. When we have identified these areas, we will develop a
program to address the implementation of this work. There is no

specific timetable for this effort, but it will depend very much
on available funding. i

MY telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro. - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717




Mr. Paul M. Genovese
Page Two

Thank vyou for vour continhing interest in our Noise
Abatement Program. If vou have any questions, feel free to
contact our Chief of Landscape Architecture, Mr. Charles Adams,
at (301) 321-3521.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
HAL KASSOFF

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

HK/prc b

cc: The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski
The Honorable John C. Coolahan
The Honorable Kenneth H. Masters
The Honorable Louis P. Marsberger
The Honorable Nancy L. Murphy

bcec: Mr. Bob B. Myers !
Mr. Bob Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adanms

Dictated by: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. - 321-3530 - 4/25/88




Mr. Andrew Gibson, Jr.
6406 Tiffany Court
Lanham, Maryland 20706 ‘ |

Dear Mr. Gibson:

Governor William Donald Schaefer asked me to thank you for
your recent letter concerning noiseiabatement in the Dresden
Green area, adjacent to Interstate Route 95. He has asked me to
respond to you directly on this matter.

. §

The State Highway Administratibn adopted its noise policy
because of the great number of potential projects that exist,

"well beyond any possibility of funding. Since our resources for

noise barrier projects are extremely limited, it was necessary to
develop this policy to address those areas which are most
severely impacted, and where the construction of the highway
clearly created a problem to existing residential communities.

Since the construction of Dresden Green came after the .
Beltway, it is not eligible for ouqlnoise program. We recognize
that there is a noise problem, however, this situation clearly
existed prior to the construction df the community. Our most
recknt studies have shown that the New Carrollton noise barrier
has not caused any perceptible noise level increases in the area

of Dresden Green.

To make a policy exception in this case would open our
program to many situations in other areas where we have denied
sound barfiers for similar reasons—-namely, the development
occurring after the highway was built. We have not constructed
any noise barriers which do not meet the policy requirements.

1%
]1




’ Mr. Andrew Gibson, Jr.
Page 2

I regret that I am unable to provide a more positive
response to your concerns, but hope that you understand our
position in this regard. :

Sincerely,

Richafd H. Trainor
SecreFary

RHT/s1 : ‘ .
cc:' The Honorable William Donald Schaefer
bcec: Mr. Hal Kassoff 1
Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams
Dictated by: P.A. Gauss-SHA (321-3607) on Aug. 26, 1988.
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Mr. Andrew Gibson, Jr.
6406 Tiffany Court
Lanham, Maryland 20706 '

Dear Mr. Gibson:

Governor William Donald Schaefer |asked me to thank you for

| your recent letter concerning noise abatement in the Dresden

Green area, adjacent to I-95. He has asked me to respond to you
directly on this matter.

The State Highway Administration ladopted its noise policy
because of the great number of potential projects that exist,
well beyond any possibility of funding. Since our resources for
noise barrier projects are extremely limited, it was necessary to
develop this policy to address those areas which are most
severely impacted, and where the construction of the highway
Clearly created a problem to existing residential communities.

‘Since the construction of Dresden Green came after the
Beltway, it is not eligible for our noise program. We recognize
that there is a noise problem, but this situation clearly
existed prior to the construction of the community. Our most
recent studies have shown that the New Carrollton noise barrier
has not caused any perceivable noise 1bve1 increases in the
Dresden Green area. i '

: . I ~

To make a policy exception in this case would open our
program to many situations in other areas where we have denied
sound barriers for similar reasons -- namely, the development
occurring after the highway was built.! We have not constructed
any noise barriers that do not meet the policy requirements.

'I regret that I am unable to provﬁde a more positive
response to your concerns, but hope that you understand our
position in this regard.

H

Sincerely,
|

[/s/ RICHARD H. TRAINOR

Richard H. Trainor
Secretary

RHT/s1 , |

cc: The Honorable William Donald Schaefer
bcc: Mr. Hal Kassoff

Mr. Bob B. Myers

Mr. Robert D. Douglass

Mr. Charles B. Adams ~ |

Dictated by: P.A. Gauss-SHA ext. 3607 8/26/88.




Richard H. Trainor

. | -
Maryland Departmentoﬂiansponat/lim IM{# e ot
‘ State Highway Administration Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

October 18, 1988

Ms. L. C. Howe
7510 Cayuga Avenue
Bethesda, Maryland 20817

Dear Ms. Howe:

. I am writing to follow up you# recent telephone conversation
with Mr. Eugene Miller, of this office, concerning our landscape
feasibility studies for Cayuga Ave$ue, adjacent to River Road.

As indicated to you, we have completed the studies and have
determined that it is possible to éupplement the existing
vegetation with additional landscape plantings. This will
provide a visual screen from the traffic, which could provide
some psychological relief from the 'noise which you currently
experience at your residence. These plantings will consist
predominantly of evergreen trees accompanied by some deciduous
material to achieve a more natural |appearance. We will also
investigate the possibility of planting the median to provide
some additional privacy screening.! If this option is found to be
feasible, we will include it in fhe planting contract.

|

A landscape design based on the feasibility plan will be
developed this winter and planting for the project will be
accomplished next spring. |

My telephone number is (301) %321-3521

Teletypewriter for |mpa|reld Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800~492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

e e




Ms. L.C. Howe
October 18, 1988
Page 2

I trust this satisfies youf understanding in this matter.
If you have any additional questioﬁs, please feel free to contact
me or Mr. Miller. His telephone number is (301) 321-3530.

*harles B. Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc
cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller
Mr. Paul A. Georgiou
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BYe,
: >

GEEy, | s ),_)(') ~ Richard H. Trainor
.' . ¥: T . ' ' H ) Secretary

S |.£ Maryland Department of Transportation Hal Kassoff
e State Highway Administration Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

September 6, 1988

Mr. Charles B. Jacobini
8 Pasture Brook Court
Potomac, Maryvland 20854

Dear Mr. Jacobini:

I am responding to your inquirL through District Engineer
Michael Snyder regarding noise barr@ers along Interstate Route
270 in the vicinity of the Orchard Hill community.

In order for an area to qualif& for noise barriers, all of

the following criteria must be met:

-- Noise levels must meet or excegd the impact threshold of 67
decibels (Leq); ; t .

-— A majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the
highway; ' &

-- Construction of an effective npise barrier must be feasible;
kN

1 .
-- Cost must be reasonable; cost %er protected residence may
not exceed $40,000; ¥

--+  The project must be acceptable|to 75% of the people
affected; and 5

-— Funds must be available. ‘
|

Several factors make a noise bgrrier impractical in this
area. Since the residences are locéted 300 feet or more from the
highway and there are several intervening buildings situated
within that area, it is unlikely that noise levels would meet or
exceed the impact threshold. Even if the threshold was
exceeded, a noise barrier built alo$g I1-270 would not provide

‘,;

!
My telephone number is (301) 321-3521

Teletypewrlter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
‘383~7555 Baltimore Metro - 565~0451 D.C. Metro| - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Banlmor% Maryland 21203~0717




Mr. Charles B. Jacobini
September 6, 1988
Page 2

i
perceptible noise reduction for you since a noise barrier is most
effective only for that area directlly behind and adjacent to it.
The existing use of this land closest to the roadway is not
considered noise sensitive and does not require nor warrant a
barrier.

As Mr. Snyder indicated in his’August 15 letter to you, the
purpose of our noise abatement program is to address noise
impacts where developments existed prior to the highway
construction. In the case of Orchard Hill, the development
appears to have occurred after approval of the environmental
document for the I-270 improvements; because the community was

not identified or studied in the dobument. Therefore, according
to our policy, the community would Pot be eligible for noise
abatement consideration. However, in this situation, the actual

development date is irrelevant because the construction of an
effective noise barrier is just not, feasible.

»

I regret that we cannot offer more of a solution to your
concerns, but trust I have clarified our position. TIf vou have
further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

L A

harles B.| Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc
cc: The Honorable Jennie Forehand
Mr. Michael Synder




|

7j Z’%ﬁichard H. Trainor

; Secretary
Maryland Department of Transportation 144 Hai Kassoff
Administrator

State Highway Administration

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

October 13, 1988

Mrs. George Jewell
8635 Quentin Road ;
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 #

Dear Mrs. Jewell:

I am forwarding a copy of the;recently completed report on
the detailed noise barrier studies|conducted in your area
adjacent to I-695 (Baltimore Beltw?y).

1

As you can see, the information is extensive. Of the three
areas discussed in the report, Area B includes the Quentin Road
«residences. The results, which are summarized on page 2 of the
report in Table A, indicate that the cost per residence criterion
of $40,000 would be exceeded for a;noise barrier for Area B. '

Once the community has had thé opportunity to review the
report, we will be happy to meet with vou to =xplain our
findings and answer any questions you might have. Please contact
Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. of my staff (321-3%30) at vour earliest
convenience if vou wish to discusslarrangements for such a
meeting. -

Thank vou for your patience in this matter.

Zharles B. Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA/sl
Enclosure
cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss

l - -
i 321-3521

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-300-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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REPORT ON NOISE BARRIER FEASIBILITY

Interstate Route 695
From Loch Raven Boulevard to Perring Parkway

INTRODUCTION o J

'This report presents a summary of the evaluation of the
subject area for possible inclusion in the Maryland State Highway
Administration Noise Abatement Program. In particular, the
results of detailed acoustical- studleE and a thorough evaluation
of the potential cost of a noise barrier project are presented.
The data presented in this report documents the number of
residences currently impacted by undesirable levels of traffic
noise, how many of those could be protected by a noise barrier,
and the potential cost,of the barrier.

, The study area has been divided into three sections as shown
on Figure 1. Three (3) separate noise barrier sections were
analyzed with the goal of affectlng sﬁbstantlal noise reduction
for those residences and a church that are impacted above the
noise impact threshold level of 67 dec1bels (dBA). In this
report, each area was first analyzed separately and then a
composite evaluation was conducted fof the entire project area.

EVALUATION CRITERIA , ';

For an area to qualify for the State Highway Administration
Noise Abatement Program,_all of the fellowing requirements must
be met: '

- noise levels must meet or exceed the 1mpact threshold of 67
decibels (dBA);
|

- a majority of the residences must have preceded the highway;
- construction of an effective noise parrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonablef cost per residence may not exceed
$40,000; .

- the community must favor the projec#; and
- funds must be available.

In determining the cost per resi&ence, the total cost of
the noise barrier is divided by the number of residences that
currently experience noise levels at or above the impact
threshold, and that would derive a miﬂimum noise reduction from
the barrier of 5 dBA. The total cost of the noise barrier
project is estimated based on $27 per isquare foot (based on past
bidding experience on similar projects) .
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The detailed evaluations have shown that acoustically

tive noise barriers for the subiect area would exceed the
lines for reasonable cost. Table A gives a summary of the
nent data upon which the evaluations were based.

“TABLE AL

SUMMARY OF NOISE BARRIER COST EVALUATIONS
_ . I-695 &
Loch Raven Blvd. to Joppa Rd.

i

Humber of Residences ' Estimated Cost per

Impacted Erotected ' Barrier Cost Residence
14 'iq | $510,920 ~$36,500
17 16 b 947,430 $59,210
10 10 | $666,140 $66,610

41 40 0 $2,124,490 $53,110
The following gives a detailed discussion of each area in
Of the qualification criteria.

Area A

This area includes residences on Lackawanna Rd., Wayne
Ave., and Emge Rd. along the inner loop of I-695, east of
Loch Raven Blvd. Noise level measurements conducted between
March, 1985 and May, 1988 were u%ed to determine the number
of impacted residences, which are highlighted on Figure 2. -
Noise levels for specific locations in this area are listed
at the end of this report in Appéndix A.

Research into the dates of construction of dwellings in
this area showed that 13 of the 14 impacted homes pre-dated
the original highway construction.

It was then determined that a noise barrier
approximately 1500 feet long and averaging 13.5 feet in
height would protect all of the 14 impacted residences at a
cost of approximately $510,920. |Dividing this cost by the
number of impacted residences yields a cost per residence of
$36,500. _ ;




. located within the area. Noise
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rea B

This area includes residendes along Eddington Rd.,

 Joppa Rd., and Quentin Rd. along the inner loop of I-695,

west of the Perring Parkway interchange. In addition, the
Arnolia United Methodist Church jand Child Care Center is
‘measurements conducted

between February, 1985 and May, 31988 for specific locations
are shown in Appendix A. Flgure 2 shows the extent of
‘impact and number of residences jaffectzd (those
highlighted). The church was included and counted as 5
egquivalent residences.

Only 1 dwelling of the 17 1mpactcd was constructed

-after the highway.

In this area, a noise barrier 2170 feet long and

averaging 16 feet in height would be required at a cost of

$947,430. * One particular problem in this area is that any

.noise barrier, in order to be effective in the vicinity of

Joppa Rd. and Quentin Rd., would have to extend across the

I-695 overpass at Joppa RA4. Also, traffic noise influence
from Joppa Rd. would limit the ﬂeduction in the overall
noise level in the area adjacent to Joppa Rd. Sixtezen (16)
‘residences (including 5 equivalent residences for the
‘church) could be protected at a lcost per residence of

. $59,210. The one dwelling at the corner of Joppa Rd. and

Quentin Ave. cannot be suff1c1ently protected due to traffic

_Zn01se influence from Joppa Rd.

Area C

This area includes residendes along Jenifer, Cromwell,
Oakleigh and Dunwoody Roads alodg the outer loop of I-695
west of the Joppa Road overpass. Noise measuremants’
conducted between February, 198@ and June, 1988 wazre used to
determine the number of 1mpacted residences, which are
highlighted on Figure 2. Measuqement results for specific
locations may be found in Appendlx A.

All but one of the dwelllngs in this area with noise
levels above the impact threshold were constructed before
the completion of I-695.

Detailed acoustical studies showed that a noise barrier
approximately 1450 feet long and averaging 17 feet in height
‘would provide substantial noise reduction for the 10
impacted residences in the area. As in Area B, the noise
barrier would be required across the I-695 overpass at Joppa
Rd. The total cost of the barrier would be $666,140. This
calculates to a cost per residenke of slightly over $66,610.

|

i




Composite Area

In this analysis, all three areas were combined and the
total project cost was divided by the total number of
residences impacted and protected. Total cost of the
project would be $2,124,490. Dividing this figure by the

~total residences protected (40), yields a cost per
residence of approximately $53,110.

i

i

ANALYSIS AUD COHNCLUSIONS

“From an acoustical standpoint, it is recognized that adverse
impacts from traffic noise do exist inh the study area. In
addition, the fact that a majority of| the developmenL existed
prior to the completion of I-695 qualifies the area for '
consideration 6f noise barriers. Howéver, the overall density of
development in the total study. area i$ hot sufficient to justify
the estimated cost of a noise barrier project. For the project
to be considered reasonable in cost, 53 residences would have to
impacted with noise levels at or above the 67 dBA threshold.
Baseld on the results of an intensive noise monitoring program
which spanned a period of several yea%s and covered a wide range
of time periods, the worst case 1mpact zone identifies 41
residences (including 5 equivalent residences for the church) as
the maximum number impacted. '

Area A, if considered separately, appears to be reasonable
in cost. The clustered development aiong Lackawanna Rd. and
Wayne Ave. allows a noise barrier to prov1de protection for a
larger number of residences for a glven length and cost of
barrier.

"Areas B and € as separate projects, would encounter problems
and conditions that would limit the overall effectiveness of
noise barriers as a solution. Structural capac1ty of the bridge
over Joppa Rd. to accommodate noise barrlers is questionable.
Also, noise influence from traffic on|Joppa Rd. would keep noise
levels elevated in the Joppa Rd. area; even if a noise barrier
along I-695 were built. The fact that the development in these
areas 1s less dense, requires more linear footage of barrier to
protect each residence, thus making the cost per residence
excessive. !

!
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APPENDIX A

NOISE LEVEL DATA - SPECIFIC LOCATIONS




~ 1988 STUDIES .

- AUG., 1987 STUDY.
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ATTACHMENT B.
I-695 PERRING PARKWAY TO LOCH RAVEN BOULEVARD

| : Leg
| NSA LOCATION : DATE : (dBA) TIME

1 8724 Oakleigh Road B 2/19/85 71,70 ©1:45 p.m., 1:55 p.h;
2. 8715/8713/8711 Oakleigh Rd. 2/19/85 68 ''2:10 p.m.
) 3/28/85 69,70 2:54 p.m., 3:04 p.m.

3 Du?gggdy Rd. Across from 2/19/85 - 70,70 5:30 b.m.. 2:40

~

4 8708 Jenifer Road ~ 2/19/85 64 3:00 p.m.
4/16/85 - "85 10:08 a

5 8704 Jenifer Road o 2/19/85 67,66 3,20 p.m.., 3:30 p.m.
6 8726/8723 Eddington Rd.  2/19/85 o7 3:50_p.m! T
' 3/26/85 ' 71 o '

7 8752 Lackawanna Road 3/26/85 70 3:21 p.m
e el 28)15/85 69 1104 prm. S

8 8645 Quentin Avenue 10/17/85 68 9:25 a.m.

9 8729 Emge Road 3/26/85 67 . 2:52 p.m.
4/16/85 67 9:33 a.m.

10 8627% Quentin Avenue 10/17/85 ' 63 10:00 a.m.

NOTE: Locations are shown on Figure 2 and correspond to the number in the circleo.

}



EXHIBIT 2
MR. JACK JEWELL RESIDENCE |
‘ BALTIMORE, MARYLAND )69
1 | | BALTIMORE COUNTY | :
i o 1 .
Leq (dBA) |60 |60 |59 |58 |58 |60 |63 |65 |66 |67 |64 |64 |64 |64 |63 |63 |63 |63 |63 |63 |62 62,161 |6
v 2 | 2 3 4 5 s 7 8 9 10 112 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 95 101
M AM PM M
; quly 300 | E
70— | —|—|—|—|—|—|— — | — === |||
1 _ ______f;YB_QE§LN_NQ§E"§BU£BHEE¥_EQ_____J:
65 — L 65
1tav |
: T-60

HOURLY Leq NOISE LEVEL (dBA)
S

DIURNAL NOISE ANALYSIS

ROADWAY: Interstate Route 695 (Baltimore Beltway)

DATE(S): 30 July - 31 July, 1987

LOCATION: Back yard of
8635 Quentin Road g\‘% -

Baltimore, Maryland 21235

1) The "equivalent sound level", which is a measure of the average acoustic energy for each measurement.period {in
this case, 1 hour).

SITE #4 Location shown on Figure 2 in the square D
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NOTE: All site locations are shown on Figure 2 and:

correspond to the number in the triangle A _
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' . ‘ > Richard H. Trainor
Y Maryland Department of Transportation L Secretery -
: . , .. . _ Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administration , Administrator

S <

- G .
, s :

€4Rg of SE© |

PILEASE REPLY TO: l

BUREAU OF LANDSGAPE ARCHITECTURE
. 2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD |
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

November 30, 1988
-

Mrs. Jack Jewell , r
8635 Quentin Road 1
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 .

Dear Mrs. Jewell:' X

Enclosed is the missing attachment to our last letter dated

November 21, 1988 regarding the noise barrier along I-695 at

Providence Road. I regret any inconvenience this omission may
. have caused.

b

Sincegely,

ﬁ%//
Kennef} D. Polcak :
Environmental Specialist

Leader :
Acoustic Analysis Group

KDP:eh ' X

Attachment . V////
cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. 1

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impaired ‘:Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baitimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

|
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Richard H. Trainor
]’j) Secretary
Hal Kassoff

Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO: ’ (
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTUR.

2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD

BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 ' ‘

. November 21, 1988

Mrs. Jack Jewell
8635 Quentin Road [
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 . j

Dear Mrs. Jewell: - 1

I am writing to follow up your fecent meeting with Mr.
Eugene Miller and Mr. Ken Polcak, of&my staff, concerning .
additional noise studies in the Oakleigh community, adjacent to
I-695. .

Enclosed is a copy of the map sﬁowing our proposed
additional noise monitoring sites for your area. The proposed
sites are shown in red. Previously tested locations are shown in
blue. We have tenatively scheduled the additional testing for
the first full week of December, weaﬁher permitting. We will
contact you around December lst to u?date you on the actual
starting date and to confirm that the community is satisfied with
our proposed testing plan. Please céntact us if you have any

questions, or additional suggestionslconcerning the plan.

*Also, as you discussed recently jwith Mr. Polcak, I have
enclosed information regarding the recently constructed noise
barrier at Providence Road. i

Thank you for your cooperation.k

|
]

Sz r 1y€é
|

Charles B. ﬁdams
Chief, Bure%p of Lanscape Architecture

CBA:prc ' |
Enclosures '
cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller !
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss !

i
{
My telephone number is (301)

_ Teletypewriter for |mpa|red' Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toil Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

| -




‘r7L¥ Richard H. Trainor

Secretary

S PA. Maryland Depaftmentaﬂiansponatlan
' ﬁ\ é State Highway Administration Hal Kagsoft

Mrs. Carolyn Keefe
5931 Linthicum Lane
Linthicum, Maryland 21090

Dear Mrs. Keefe:

This is a follow-up to my November 30, 1988 letter to you to
report the results of our 1nvest1gat10n of the several issues
regarding noise barriers on the Baltlmore Beltway (I-695).

The first issue concerned the noise increase attributable to
addition of the third lane in each!direction of the Beltway.
The results of our computer simulation of the 4 lane vs. 6 lane
highway showed that the maximum 1nprease resulting from expandlng
the Beltway from 4 to 6 lanes was 1 2 decibels (dBA). The number
of impacted residences is the same\for both the 4 and 6 lane
conditions, thus the cost per re51dence would not wvary from that

previously calculated and reported to you.

: We are continuing to coordinate with the Mass Transit
Administration concerning the potent1a1 noise impact upon your
. area from the proposed light rail fac111ty As soon as
information becomes available I w1;1 forward this to you.

We will perform additional noise level monitoring once the
construction at this beltway and MD 3 is finished.

We have investigated earth mounding and landscape screening
in lieu of noise barriers. It appEars that some additional
| -mounding may be feasible in the v1%1n1ty of 5935 to 5943
| Linthicum Lane and supplemental evergreen screen plantings are
also possible. We will present these studies in more detail at a
meeting as we discussed in our recent phone conversation. This
discussion will also focus on the jtiming of any of this work.

| We also checked to determine the causes of impact noise on

| I-695. 1In general, the impact nomses were found to emanate from
heavy trucks crossing the concrete pavement joints. Such
vehicles as unloaded dump trucks with loose tailgates, car
carriers, and other similar vehicles were observed. There were

| no specific locations that could be identified as a particular
problem, however, the general age'and condition of the entire
road surface is such that 1rregular1t1es do exist which result in
impact noise events.

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
i 383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
{ 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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Mrs. Carolyn Keefe
Page two

The Administration is presently negotiating with the
contractor working at I-695 and Md. 3 to have the original two
lanes of the beltway reconstructed. The problem of impact noises
is due primarily to the deteriorated condition of the pavement in
these two lanes. If we can negotiate an acceptable price we
anticipate that this work will be done this year.

After you have had the opportunity to read this letter,
please contact me so we can schedule a meeting to further discuss
these points.

rles B. Adams
Landscape Architecture Division

CBA/db
cc: Eugene Miller, Jr. .




Mrs. Carolyn A. Keefe
5931 Linthicum Lane
Linthicum, Maryland 21090

Dear Mrs.

I am writing as a follow up to
.18th in Annapolis concerning the 1§sue of n01se barriers adJacent

i November 30, 1988

Reefe:

the meeting held on October

to the Linthicum Lane area on I-695.

i

_ As a result of the meeting, wé will 1nvest1gate and respond
to the following: j . : .

1.

Determine any noise increase attributable to the
addition of a third lane to each roadway of the
beltway, over and above that which would have resulted
without the lane addition. This will also include the
issue of cost per resideﬁce. o -

Determlne the potential 1ncrease in n01se from the

~ proposed light rail systﬁm.

Monitor noise levels aftér the completion of the

current construction at I-695 and MD. Route 3.

Investigate alternatives |to noise barrier construction
including earth berms, p%antings and screen fencing if
noise barriers are not warranted.

321-3521




ok

Mrs. Carolyn A. Keefe
December 1, 1988 -
Page 2

5. Look at including landscaping in the noise abatement
project at the Baltimore-rashington Parkway and I-695.

6. Check on the schedule forjrepaving of the section of I-
695 south of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway.
i.
7. Investigate causes of imphct noise on I-695 in the
vicinity of MD. 170 and the Baltimore-Washington
Parkway and determine if Fhey can be corrected.

These seven items are my understanding of the information
.your community has requested. We expect to have our.
investigations completed by the end of January 1989. We will

contact you with the results by mldgFebruary. If your - L R
understanding is different or you have other questions please s
contact me at your convenlence. . G

Mthelephone number as "321-

3521.
Sinéegeiy,
Charles B Adams, Chief ‘;ﬁ};
' Bureau of Landscape Archltecturez"
' cBA/sl o S S 1 e

cc: Senator Michael Wagner

Delegate Tyras S. Athey AR : I
- Delegate Patrick C. Scannello
Delegate George T. Schmincke




; —-)% Richard H. Trainor’
Maryland Department of Transportatior ) | ;ecretary
al Kassoff

State Highway Administration | Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPI'A ROAD

BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

October 14, 1988

Mrs. Carolyn Keefe
5931 Linthicum Lane
Linthicum, Maryland 21090

Dear Mrs. Keefe:

As requested during your recent telephone conversation with
Mr. Ken Polcak of my staff, I am enclosing a copy of the State
Highway Administration's formal Noise Policy.

' Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Al

arles B Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

Sincdrdly

CRA/jb
Enclosure
cc: K. D. Polcak
E. J. Miller, Jr.

P .2

My telephone number is (301) 321—352]_

Teletypewriter for Impalrecii Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro + 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltlmore,!lMaryIand 21203-0717

i
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" Mrs. S. Leishear NN e

) 4978 Keppler Road ; | g . ) )
Camp Springs, Maryland 20031 1 ' - ;

Dear Mrs. Leishear: ,;. -

X . . “” .-»6; . . L - . .
. . I am wrltlng to inform you, of the results of our recent :;

_— landscape fea31b111ty study for Keppler Road, adJacent to I 495.'

CBA/eh
cc:  Mr.

Mr.

Ms.

‘ bc’é. Mr."‘Kenneth D Polcak

'whlch could—prov1de eome

Eug;ne J Milier
Paul A. Georglou

Patrlcla A. Gauss

Deceﬁbeh 20,

e"’}rs-&»’ At

1988

Th1s w111 prOYlde a, v1sua1 scree
}peychologl

ca.

Charlea B-:Adems, "
'ﬁBureau of LandecapeeArchltecture

!
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September 22, 1988

Mrs. S. Leishear
4978 Keppler Road
Camp Springs, Maryland 20031

Dear Mrs. Leishear:

Thank you for your recent telephone inquiry concerning the
possibility of landscaping in the vicinity of Keppler Road,
adjacent to I-95 (Capital Beltway).

We have initiated a study in your area to determine the
feasibility of landscape plantings, which will provide some
relief from the traffic noise problem you are experiencing.

The study will take approximatelyithree months, at which
time we will contact you with the results. Thank you for
bringing your concerns to my attention.

Sincerely,

Charles P. Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture




7555

Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Depaﬂmentaﬂianspaﬂatlan )81 e
State Highway A dministration Administrator
W | !

August |8, 1988

Linthicum Hills Homeowners

Association Executive Board

c/o Mr. Barry Scheitlin and
Ms. Mary Topa

P.O. Box 25

Linthicum, Maryland 21090

Dear Mr. Scheitlin and Ms. Topa: A

Thank you for your July 10th corvn\entQ on behalf of the
Linthicum H111s Homeowners Assoc1atloﬂ

We are aware of your concern about the impacts of the I-695/
MD 295 interchange proposals and can uhderstand your preference
for the no-build alternate or Alternate 2- Option 3 at I-895. We
will be considering your preferences as we put together a recom-
mendation over the next few months.

The possibility of providing sound barriers for your neigh-
borhood has been investigated. There are a number of criteria
that must be met for an area to quallfy for noise barriers under
the Maryland State Highwayv Administration's noise policy. The
change in noise lesvel as a result of the project is one criterion.
We do not use the change in noise level that has occurred since
the houses were constructed because thls is the result of a gen-
eral increase in traffic, not a result.of State Highway Adminis-
tration improvements. The other criteria we consider are:

- whether the Federal Highway Administration noise abatement
criterion of 57 dBA is exceeded |

- whether noise abatement is feasible

- whether noise abatement can be orov1ded for approximately
$40,000 per residence *

- whether a majority of the affected residences were there
before the highway

|

\
My telephone number is (301) 333 1110

»

Teletypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free

707 North Cailvert St., Baitimore, h{laryland 21203-0717 |
; o PR R SRR W RERAEEE Fe S YIS S eV VA




Mr. Scheitlin and Ms. Topa
Page Two i

T.

In the case of this project, the pFoposed improvements do
not create a significant increase in noise level. In addition,
the cost for providing a noise barrier {is greater than $40,000
per house and your neighborhood was notTthere before the highway.
Therefore, your community does not quaHify for the construction
of noise barriers.

We will be installing a fence arodnd your community as part
of the proposed improvements. 1In addition. landscaping will be
investigated during the final design sﬁage of the project. An
effort will be made to provide additional landscaping for neigh-
borhoods<such as yours that will not be receiving noise barriers.
Mr. Charles Adams, Chief of the Bureau of Landscape Architecture,
will receive a copy of this letter to make him aware of your
concern. {

Every effort will be made to limit the amount of trees im-
pacted by the project. However. therefare times when space is
needed that is beyond the actual roadway area. I do not antici-
pate that this would be reaquired in yodr area. but a final
determination will not be made until final design of the project.
Once this project has been designed, Mr. Frank Rosensweig, the
project esngineer, will be able to provide you with up-to-date
information regarding this issue. Mr. Rosensweig's telephone
number is 333-1269.

In the meantime, if you have anv further gquestions, please
feel free to call Ms. Catherine Pecoraiat 333-1191.

Vary tru}y vours.,
Ml % Fodeduw

Neil J. Pedersen, Director
Office of Planning and
Prelimin?ry Engineering

cc: /Mr. Edward H. Meehan
Y Mr. “harles Adams T
Mr. Frank Rosensweig T

Ms. Catherines Pacora {







‘ Richard H. Trainor,

" Maryland Department of Transportation ) ‘6‘( Secretary ‘
- . s .| Hal Kassoff
Y State Highway Administration Administrator
BEL” \o : i
GZRSofSﬁﬁS. |
PLEASE REPLY TO: L oo [‘ ' \.
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ‘ o~

-2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD : i
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 1

' Dear Mr;_Lonigro:

T November 1, 1988

Mr. Richérd Lonigro
1-B Pafel Road -
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

: - .~ : | .
I am writing to advise you of the status of noise abatement
studies in the area of your residénce adjacent to U.S. Route 50.

b

- .% At present, noise measurements have not been completed.

This work should be accomplished within the next few months. In
addition, an investigation will bqgin shortly to see if earth
mounding is feasible for any of the areas along U.S. Route 50.

We shguld know the results of the%e studies by the end of the

year.

-,}Yéu may expect to hear from &e when these studies are

" completed. If you have any questions in the meantime, please let

me know. B 1

L]

Sincerely,

| ugene Miller, :j
Special Assistant to the Chief

EJM:prc
cc: Mr. Ernie Hodshon
' Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak

My telephone number is (301)“ 321-3530

. Teletypewriter for Imp;alred Hearing or Speech .
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baitimore, Maryland 21203-0717




Richard H. Trainor
Y Maryland Depaltment of Iiansponatmn ) & e
% State Highway A dm/n/strat/on Administrator
‘ .w\ &
C4Rs of SE© |
PLEASE REPLY TO: ' . ) ‘ I . S

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 210232

September 30, 1988

Mr. Elmer Mack t
P.O. Box 693. o
Sparks, Maryland 21152 . f

Dear Mr. Mack:

I am writing to repoft to you the fresults of our recent
noise studies in the Priceville community adjacent to 1-83.

- As you know, a thorough noise monitoring program was
'conducted at seven locations in the communltv and included a 24-
hour measurement study at your home. A copy of the results is
. attached for your information. The 24.—-;hour study was conducted
to determine the peak noise level period. Additional
measurements were then taken durlng the morning peak period
between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m. As ‘you can see, of the seven locations
studied, four experienced noise levels1a1 or above our impact

threshold of 67 decibels {(dBA).

From this data, it was determined fthat a maximum of five
residences in the community (those closest to the highway) were
impacted and, therefore, considered inﬁthe feasibility analysis
for a noise barrier. The homes and properties are scattered over
a substantial distance of highway, Whlch would require a noise
barrier approximately 1800 feet, in length at a total cost of
over. $750,000 (cost is based upon our standard noise barrier
system, which is a pre-cast concrete wall placed within the
highway right-of-way). Dividing this figure by the five impacted

¥ residences yields a cost per residence|of over $150,000, well
above our $40,000 limit.

For areas where noise barriers are too costly, we can
consider the feasibility of earth mounding and landscaping to
provide some measure of relief. We have initiated studies to
determine if mounding is feasible in this area. The study
should be completed by the end of November. We will advise you
of the results in mid- December.

o | |

My telephoné number is (301) 321-3521

Teletypewriter for lmpalre‘d Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltlmore Metro - 5665-0451 D.C. Metro — 1-800-492-5062 Statewlide Toll Free
. 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore/ Maryland 21203-0717




Mr. Elmer Mack
September 30, 1988
Page 2 j

Thanlk you for your coopération during the field measurement
process. If you have any questions, or! would like additional
information, please feel free to contact me.

*

“harles B. Adams, Chief
Bureau oﬁ Landscape Architecture

' CBA:prc T i
Attachments ' ' , !
cc: ‘Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. ‘

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak = J
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss : 1 '



i | : " Richard H. Trainor

. | : . | ' J Secretary
- Maryland Department of Transportation [e) Hal Kassoff

~ State Highway Administration |  Administrator

-.Ms;'Judpr;QMartin
.35 Lake Drive
" Bel Air, Maryland 21014

Dear Ms. Martin:_

. I am writing to report to. you the results of our recent
“n01se level -studies in your community, adjacent to MD 24.
. v

For a communlty to be considered for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following
criteria must be met: '

'1f5 hoise}levels must exceed the impact threshold level of 67
“:;fﬁ decibels-(dBA)‘ .

- .a majorlty of the impacted residences must have preceded the
'thghway,-

constructlon of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;
::cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted resldence that is
“”fprotected may not exceed $40, 000; :

:;seventy-flve percent (75%) of the affected residents must
favor the project; and

f—— "funds must be available.

Our study consisted of severalj short ~term measurements (10~
20 minutes  in duration) at your] 'residence, and a 24-hour
neasurement. at 37 Lake Drive. The measurements taken at your
home revealed average noise levels of 49-52 decibels, Based on
the 24-hour study, we determined that the noise level may be a
maximum of two decibels higher (51-54 dBA) than our actual
. measurements, but still well below the 67 decibel threshold.
'Therefore, we cannot consider noisq‘abatement neasures for the

drea. . . : '

My telephone number is (301) \

‘ : 7 Teletypewriter for (mpalred Hearlng or Speech
. 383 7555 Bgitimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-80¢-422-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Saltitmord, Maryland 21265-071F




Ms. Judy P. Martin
Page 2

%

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to
your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our policy as it

relates to your community.

Sincere

ORICGINAL s
HAL Ka
Hal Kas

Adminis
HK:prc N

bce: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Doulass
Mr. Charles B. Adams

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss-SH

ly.

G

.0_;‘

soff

trator

A 11/14/88 321-3609




Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Depaftment af Iianspoltatmn ) 'S Secrory
al Kassoff
‘State Highway Admm/strat/on' Hal Kassof

PLEASE REPLY. TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

September 30, 1988

Mr. Vincent A. Martin
16 Bellclaire Circle
Sparks, Maryland 21152

Dear Mr. Martin:

I am writing in response to your recent letter concerning
our noise studies in the Prlcev1lle commun:tv adjacent to I-83.

For an area to qualify-for our Noise Abatement Program, all.

of the following criteria ' must be met:

|

-- Noise levels must méef'or}exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels (dBA); ’

-- A majority of the resideﬁces must have preceded the highway;

--  Construction of an effective noiselbarrier must be feasible;
1 . 3

-- Cost must be reasonable; cost per residence may nol exceed

$40,000;

-- Seventy-five percent of the affected residents must favor
.the project; and

-— Funds must be available.

The studies included a thorough noise monitoring program at
¥t seven locations in the community with ai24-hour measurement study
at 18 Bellclare Circle to determine the |peak noise level period.

A copy of the results is attached for your information.
Additional measurements were then taken {during the morning peak
"period between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m. As you can see, of the seven
locations studied four experienced noise levels at or above our
impact threshold of 67 decibels (dBA). |

My telephone number is (301) 321_3521

Teletypewriter for impalred Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - ¢1 800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, MarWand 21203-0717



190

Mr. Vincent A. Martin
September 30, 1988
Page 2

From this data, it was determined that a maximum of five
residences in the community (those clos%st Lo the highway) were
impacted and, therefore, considered in the feasibility analysis
for a noise barrier. The homes and properties are scattered over
a substantial distance of highway, which would reguire a noise
barrier approximately 1800 feet in length at a total cost of over
$750,000 (cost is based on our standard noise barrier system,
which is a pre-cast concrete wall placed within the highway
right-of-way). Dividing this figure by! the five impacted
residences yields a cost per residence ef over $150,000, well

above our $40,000 limit.

For areas where noise barriers are'too costly, we can
consider the feasibility of earth mounding and landscaping to

provide some measure of relief. Based ?n-recent additional
requests {rom other residents of the community, we have initiated
studies to determine if mounding is feasible in the area. The

study should be completed by the end o{lNovember We will advise
you of the results in mid- December. . !

Thank you for your interest. If y?u have any questions, or
would like additional 1nformat10n, please feel free to contact

us.

f

Charles B. Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc

¥ Attachments

cc:  Mr. Fugene J. Miller, Jr.
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss




“Richard H. Trainor

Y Maryland Department of Transportation 19) Z‘”’e‘a” o
. . . . .| al Kassoff
State Highway Administration | Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:" N

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

November 7, 1988

a Ms . Heien McGarrigle
1550 Sulphur Spring Road
Arbutus, Maryland 21227

Dear Ms. McGarrigle:

I am writing to report to you the results of the recent
ﬁraffic noise level studies conducted in your community, adjacent
to the I-695/I-95 interchange. Tﬂe studies were initiated based

~ ‘on requests received at the June, 1988 Location/Design Public
Hearlng for the expansion of the Haltlmore Beltway.

For a communltv to be considered for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration Policly, all of the following
criteria must be met: l '

- noise levels must exceed the impact threshold level of
67 decibels (dBA); {

- a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the
highway; '

|
N . | . N .
-’ construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost;per impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed $40,000;

- seventy-five percent (75%) of‘the affected residents must
favor the project; and |

1.5

- fﬁnds must be available.

Figure I (attached) outlines ‘the study area. The goal of
the study was to determine the extent and degree of noise impact
experienced in the community. Short-term noise measurements
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) were taken at 14 locations, as
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m. A 24-hour test
was conducted at site 3, the results of which are shown on Figure
III. |

].

x

My telephone number is (301) %27'3527

Teletypewrlter for Impalred Hearlng or Speech
383- 7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro i" 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 212030717




Ms. Helen McGarrigle
November 7, 1988

Page 2 . L

|

As you can see on Figure II,‘there are two noise level
values shown. The top value is the actual noise level measured
at the indicated site. The bottom value is the maximum noise
leveél that could be expected at each site. This value was
determined by adjusting the measur%d values based on the maximum
noise level found during the 24-hour test. The maximum noise
level period during the 24-hour study was 6-7 a.m., when levels
were three decibels (dBA) higher than during the 9-11 a.m. period
(when short-term measurements were| taken). Therefore, we
projected that the highest noise lgvel that could be expected at
any of the sites would be 3 dBA greater than the actual measured
value. Based on this information,'a noise impact zone was

~+established, as shown on Figure IV. The shaded area represents

the maximum extent of traffic noise impact in the community.

The area of highest noise levels is found along 0Old Sulphur
Spring Road, where the residences are closest to and generally at
the same elevation as the highway. ‘ Only four residences in this
area are impacted above the 67 dBA threshold. A barrier 500-600
feet in length would be required, &t a cost of well over
$240,000 which yields a cost per résidence of over $60,000. This
substantially exceeds our limit of|$40,000. In the vicinity of
Benson Avenue, limited impact (2-3iresidences) and cost also make
a noise barrier impractical. {

The wooded area and embankment identified on Figure II do
provide some benefits. The wooded{area provides a significant
visual screen, particularly for the residents on Lister, Dewitt,
and portions of Larlin and Marsha Roads There may also be some
minor noise reduction realized.
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Ms. Helen McGarrigle
November 7, 1988
_Page 3

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response, but
hope that I have clarified our policy as it relates to your
community. If you have any questions regarding the study
- results, please feel free to contact us.

arles B% Adams, Chief
Bureau of’ Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc’ | N
Attaqhments

cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr. *
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak |
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss &
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| . ; CY‘/‘ Richard H. Trainor
> Maryland Department of Transportation | Secretary

1 g . Hal Kassoff
é State Highway Administration Adminiatrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

. BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

November 7, 1988 :

Mr. John Merson
5001 Benson Avenue
Arbutus, Maryland 21227

Dear Mr. Merson:

I am writing to report to youjthe results of the recent
"traffic noise and vibration studie§ conducted at your home
.~adgacent to I-695. The studies were initiated based upon your
request at the June 1988 Location/?esign Public Hearing for the

expansion of I-695.
. , !
. ’ For a community to be considez:ﬁed for noise abatement under |
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following

criteria must be met:

- noise levels must exceed thé impact threshold level of
67 decibels (dBA); !

-' a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the
highway; i '

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be. feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost}per impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed $40,q00;

- seventy-five percent (75%) of [the affected residents must
favor the project; and ’ '

-~ funds must be available.

{
|

My telephone number is (301) 321-3521

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Banlmore,WarWand 21203-0717
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Mr. John Merson i
November 7, 1988 i
Page 2

] ' \

The studies conducted at your home consisted of simultaneous
testing of both airborne noise andrground vibrations generated
from passing trucks on I-695. The! average noise level measured
was 66 decibels (dBA). Though thiF level did not exceed the
impact threshold, it is likely that the 67 decibel threshold
would be exceeded during periods of heavier traffic. From
another study recently conducted in the Arbutus area, we
determined that the potential "worst case" noise levels may be 3-

4 dBA higher during periods of heavier traffic.

Assuming that noise levels do‘exceed the 67 decibel
threshold, the feasibility and potFntial cost of a noise barrier
for the area was analyzed. Because the highway is substantially

+higher in elevation than the adjacent homes, the edge of the

roadway is serving as a partial nohse barrier. As a result, only
2-3 residences are impacted. This makes the cost per residence
for a noise barrier well above our/ limit of $40,000.

In addition to the average noise level, the maximum, or peak
noise level was noted for individdal trucks that passed by the
test site. The peak noise levels were found to be approximately
77 dBA. These peak noise level réadings were made simultaneously
with vibration measurements in an attempt to relate the peak
noise level with the vibration le%els. The results showed that
while the levels of vibration were annoying, they were well below
the threshold where structural damage could result. The
vibrations were generally of short duration, and on the same
order of magnitude as those produded by normal activities within
-the structure, such as walking or 'closing doors. After examining
the results, it was concluded that the major source of vibration
within the house is likely the airborne noise and not ground
vibration. j

5

[=



Mr. J§hn'Merson_
" November 7, 1988
Page 3 - :

I trust this information has sufficiently presented “our
study results. If you have any qu%stions, please feel free to
contact us.

8 (th—

[
Charles Q. Adams, Chief
Bureau oq-Landscape Architecture

=~ CBA!prc

- cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.
' Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak

Ms. Patricia A. Gauss




PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD .
BROOKLANDVILLE, MAR YLAND 21022

}
3

Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation 147) ceeretery !
. . . il Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administration | Administrator
< | |
@

November 7, 1988

Mr. Dave Mocko
1560 Lister Road :
Arbutus, Maryland 21227

Dear Mr. Mocko:

I am writing to report to you the results of the recent
traffic noise level studies conducted in your community, adjacent
to the I-695/I-95 interchange. The studies were initiated based
on requests received at the June,(1988 Location/Design Public

Hearing for the expansion of the Baltimore Beltway.
) For.a éommunity to be considered for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following
criteria must be met: 1 o

- 'noise levels must exceed the impact threshold level of

67 decibels (dBA); }

- a majority of the impacted rLsidences must have préceded the

~highway; '

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed $40,000;

- seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must
favor the project; and

- funds must be available.

Figure I (attached) outlines the study area. The goal of
the study was to determine the extent and degree of noise impact
experienced in the community. Short-term noise measurements
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) |[were taken at 14 locations, as
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m. A 24-hour test
was conducted at site 3, the results of which are shown on.Figure
III. '

‘r‘

- My telephone number is (301){,‘ 521-3521

Teletypewriter for Impaflred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baitimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

| _ . o



Mr. Dave Mocko
November 7, 1988
Page 2 . f

As you can see on Figure 11, there are two noise level
values shown. The top value is the actual noise level measured
at the indicated site. The bottoﬂ value is the maximum noise
level that could be expected at each site. This value was
determined by adjusting the measured values based on the maximum
noise level found during the 24-hcur test. The maximum noise
level period during the 24-hour sﬂudy was 6-7 a.m., when levels
were three decibels (dBA) higher than during the 9-11 a.m. period
(when short-term measurements were taken). Therefore, we
projected that the highest noise ﬁével that could be expected at
any of the sites would be 3 dBA greater than the actual measured
value., Based on this informationJia noise impact zone was

»established, as shown on Figure IV. The shaded area represents

the maximum extent of traffic noise impact in the community.

The area of highest noise levels is found along 0ld Sulphur
Spring Road, where the residencesﬂare closest to and generally at
the same elevation as the highway? Only four residences in this
area are impacted above the 67 dBﬁ threshold. A barrier 500-600
feet in length would be required, at a cost of well over
$240,000 which yields a cost per ﬁesidence of over $60,000. This
substantially exceeds our limit of $40,000. In the vicinity of
Benson Avenue, limited impact (2-3 residences) and cost also make
a noise barrier impractical.

The wooded area and embankment identified on Figure II do
provide some benefits. The wooded area provides a significant
visual screen, particularly for the residents on Lister, Dewitt,
and portions of Larlin and Marsha!Roads. There may also be some
minor noise reduction realized.




Mr. Dave Mocko

November 7, 1988
_Page 3

I regret that I cannot offer; a more positive response, but
hope that T have clarified our policy as it relates to your
community. If you have any. questions regarding the study
results, please feel free to contact us.

&

arles B. Adams, Chief .
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc-
Attachments

¢c: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss
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Ms. Denise E. Myers . S : - SEP 29 1088
2953 Freeway '

Baltimore, Maryland 21227 BUR. OF LANDSCAPE

ARCHITECTURE

Dear Ms. Myers:

I am writing to follow up my June 3rd letter to you on the
status of our recent noise studies 'in the vicinity of your home
adjacent to the Baltimore-Washington| Parkway (MD 293).

A final decision has not been made concerning noise,
barriers. However, the Draft Env1rbnmental Impact Statement for. .
this highway project, published in May, 1ndlcates that thoughj —
noise levels do exceed the Federal criteria.of-67"decibels, mo . "
substantial noise increases are- ant1c1pated -as’a result of: theﬁ
constructlon. We expect a flnaﬂ ‘decision concerning n01se»:
barrlers this w1nter, at which tlme we will: contact you. LR

We are currently proceeding &ith design of a. landscaping

plan to be implémented follow1ng completion of the current
hlghway project. The area adjacent to your community will be
heavily planted with both evergreen and deciduous trees, which
will provide a visual screen and possibly afford some perceived
relief from the traffic noise. #

If you have any questions at this time, please feel free to
call Mr. Charles Adams, Chief o& our Bureau of Landscape
Architecture, at (301) 321-3521.

Slncerély,

ORiGiNAL SIGHEED BY?
HAL KASSOFF
Hal Kaésoff
Administrator

HK/sl
cc: _Mr. Charles B. Adams

My telephone number is (301) i

Tetetypewriter for lmpalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565 0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free

- o
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State Highway Administration - ~ Administrator
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June 3, 1988

Ms. Denise E. Myers BN _ o o
2953 Freeway A S . - CCrPLETE
Baltimore, Maryland 21227 ‘

Dear Ms. Myers:

Thank you for your recent|letter concerning noise
impacts in the vicinity of your home adjacent to Maryland Route
295. " : | o

In order to consider an area for inclusion in our
retrofit Noise Abatement Program, all of the following criteria
must be met: : . o o . ' :

- Noise levels musthéQUallérfeXceed'théﬂiﬁpaétfthreshbld-
-of 67 decibels. Do B -

- The majority of the impacted residences. must have been

7. constructed prior to the highway. '

- An effective solution to reduce the noise must be
available. L

e cost of noise mitigation must be reasonable.

rrantly, cost per protected residence may not excesed

c,000. |

he project must be accepthle o 75 percant of the
eoble affectad. :

S|

-

Hoise levels zeasured in the areza ranged from 61 to 54
cecikels, and the cevalopment of your cemmunity cccurred after
the highway, making the area ineligible for cur retrofit Noise

sbatement Program.

Noise studies in conjunction with the proposed upgrading
of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway are underway by our Project
Development office. These studies will determine the extent of
Tuture noise impacts as a result of the highway widening, and
if a barrier is warranted as a result of this project. We
should reach a decision concerning this area by the end of this
year, at which time we will contact you.

|
My telephone number is {301)

Teletypewriter 1orl::lmpa|red Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimcre Metro - 565-0451 D.C.| Metro -~ 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Tdl Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

S T Richard HT

[




Ms. Denise B. Hyers

Page Two

In addition, we will investigate the opportunities for
landscaping to establish a visual buffer between the highway
and your community. This study will take approximately four
months to complete. We will contact you with the results in
the fall. 1In the meantime, if you have any additional .

questions please feel free to contact Mr. Charles Adams, Chief

of our Bureau of Landscape Archithture, at 321-3521.

Thank you for your interest in our Noise Abatenent
Program. ' =

- Administrator .

HK/prc -

L e T

cc:  Mr. Charles Adams
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Secretary |
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BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD

“PLEASE REPLY TO: i
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 (

October 18, 1988

Mr. Richard E. Petty
100 01d Mill Bottom Road
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

|

Dear Mr. Petty: (

I am writing to report to you Fhe results of our recent
studies concerning traffic noise at your home, adjacent to U.S.

Route 50.
. . For an area to be considered fkr the State Highway
. Administration’s Noise Abatement Pr{fogram, all of the following

criteria must be met:
-- Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels (dBA); *

-~ A majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the
highway;

|

—- Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

-- Cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may not
| exceed $4O 000; *- '

-- At least 75% of the affected re51dents must favor the project;
- and

~— Funds must be available.

N
|
|
|
1
t

My telephone number is (301) T 321-3521

Teletypewriter for Impalfed Hearing or Speech
‘ 383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro — 1-800-482-5062 Statewide Toil Free
| 707 North Calvert St., Banlmorﬁ Maryland 21203-0717
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October 18, 1988

|
|
Mr. Richard E. Petty ‘
Page 2 {

x;

Our studies involved monitoring traffic noise levels at
three locations on your property. Noise levels exceeded the 67
decibel impact threshold at two of the three test sites. This
level is applicable to residential land use and is the same as
the Federal Highway Administration qFHWA) regulations on traffic
noise impact. The tabulated results are attached for your
information, as is a copy of the actual printout from the noise
monitor as you requested. These reéults satisfy the first

requirement for consideration of a qoise barrier.

If your residence was built prﬂor to the construction of
U.S. Route 50, the State would consider a noise barrier under
current policy. Assuming that the #esidence meets the second
requirement regarding date of construction, we conducted an

evaluation of the feasibility of a ﬁoise barrier for the
property. :

For a noise barrier to be effective for the area at your
house, the barrier would have to wrap around both ends of the
property, a distance of at least 250-300 linear feet, and be a
minimum of 16 feet in height. The maximum benefit would only be
realized in the yard and ground level of the house, and would not
provide substantial noise reduction|for the upper story of the

house. The cost of such a barrier would exceed $100,000, which
is well above our per-residence limit of $40,000. Thus, it does
"not meet our criterion for cost effectiveness. I trust this

answers your concerns and the questions you raised.

I regret that we cannot offer L more positive response
however; if you have any questions,rplease feel free to contact
me.

harles BJ Adams, Chief
Bureau ofTLandscape Architecture

CBA:prc L
Attachments :
cc: Mr. E.J. Miller, Jr. T
Mr. K.D. Polcak }
Ms. P.A. Gauss |




PLEASE REPLY TO: .
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD ’
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

Mr. William Pickett
First Technology Corporation
P. O. Box 4446

Alexandria, Virginia 22303

Dear Bill:

Maryland Department of Iianspoltatlon:
State Highway Administration

Richard H Trainor

Secretary

Hal Kassoff .

Administrator

Deqember 21, 1988

Enclosed is a copy of the report summarizing the freeze/thaw
testing of the absorptive sound barrier panel performed by the
Federal Highway Administration,

The report is pretty much self-explanatory.

*;

The concern you

shared with me regarding the methodkof handling the panels is

not specifically addressed in the report.

Although this may have

had some effect, the magnitude of the panel failure would suggest
to me other causes besides the handhing methods.

Please contact me when you've ha

the report.

CBA/eh
Enclosure

My telephone number is (301) !

an opportunity to review

4
#rles B. Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

T:

Teletypewrlter for lmpalréd Hearlng or Speech

383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore;, Maryland 21203-0717

- 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free




| | gbCP Richard H. Trainor

R , ' o Secretary {
-Maryland Department of Transportation Hal Kassoff

State Highway Administration Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

November 4, 1988

" Resident
419 Biggs Avenue
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Resident:
I am writing to update you and the other residents of your
community on the status of our noise studies for Biggs Avenue,
- adjacent to U.S. Route 15. :
"As I indicated in my January 22nd letter to Ms. Paulette
. Kolb, our research into the potential cost-effectiveness of a
noise barrier requires new mapping {and more detailed studies of
the area. Our investigations are underway and we anticipate that
they will be completed by the end of this year. I will contact
vou and the other residents in the ‘area with the results by mid-
January 1989. i

4

/-
Charles B. Adams, Chief
Buredau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc
cc:  Ms. Paulette L. Kolb ;
Mr. Wayne Clingan, District Engineer

|
My telephone number is (301).__.

Teletypewrlter for Impaired Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltlmore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., BaltlmoreJMaryland 21203-0717
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2. Ms. Betty Yinger
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Maryland Department of Transportation . e
State Highway A dministrat/;.on Administrator
v | |

2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

September 9, 1988

Resident :
5501 Hill Way
Suitland, Maryland 20746

|
|
:
;
L
|
|

Dear Sir or Madam:

Thank you for responding to our recent questionnaire
concerning the noise barriers on 1%95 from MD Route 5 to Auth
Road. ' ‘

I have read your letter and can understand your concern with
the apparent drainage problem adjadent to your property. I am
forwarding'your request to Mr. Micﬁael Snyder, District Engineer,
who is responsible for the highways in your area. Mr. Snyger’s
office will investigate the_probleﬁ and contact you as to when
and how this situation might be corrected. For your information,
Mr. Snyder can be reached in Greengelt at 220-7313.

Again, thank you for your comAents on the noise barrier

projgect, and for bringing this mattFr to my attention.

harlés B. Adams, Chief
_Bureap of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc ‘
cc: Mr. Michael Snyder

‘f
|

|

My teléphone number is (301) 1.321 -3521

Teletypewriter for lmpalrdd Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro ~ 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltlmore,y Maryland 21203-0717

QO% Richard H. Trainor
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: ' oo | ecretar
o Maryland Department oﬂiansportatllon & ot
State Highway Administration Administrator

PLEASE REPLY To: ’
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

September 30, 1988

Dr. .Paul Rick S |
7707 Arrowwood Court i 0 ;
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 L 1

Dear Df, Rle:

1 spoke to John Vanderveen on September 26th concerning
additional information about the performance of the noise barrier
studied for the Arrowwood Road area. Specifically, John asked if
we could provide data on those homes that would receive a minimum
2.5 dB noise reduction if a barrier jwere constructed. Since,
John‘asked me. to transmitcthis'infofmation to you.

t

We have 1dent1f1ed all of the Homes in this area which would
o recelve at least a 3 dB noise: reductlon but were not included in
.. our.cost calculations: '”The enclosed map delineates these
: residences. = . L

‘If yeu have any questions, pleiSe contact me at (301) 321-

3521.
A /,
Chaﬂles B. Adams, Chief
_ Bureau of Landscape Architecture
B} - ‘ '
CBA:prc ' ;

cc: Mr. Hal Kassoff '
Mr. John Zackrison ‘

My telephone number is (301) 3217'3521

Teietypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro —~ 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free
. 707 North Calvert St,, Baitimore, Maryland 21203-0717

\
|
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l | Richard H. Trainor

7y M . I‘ Secretary
SN Maryland Department of Transportation Yo
@ J) State Highway Administration ¢ Hal Kasso

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

1_5
L October 19, 1988
#

Mrs. Florence Roberts t

715 Greentree Road L

Linthicum Heights, Maryland 21090 L

Dear Mrs. Roberts: ' {

I am responding to the letter«from Mr. Seymour M. (Joe)
Spears dated September 15th, conce?ning the situation at the
residence at 715 Greentree Road. Unfortunately, for some reason
we never received the original letter, but did received a follow-
up copy dated October 15th.

Mr. Spears indicated that as a result of the noise barrier
project adjacent to this residence*one of the pine trees is dead
and the chain link fence is not pr?perly completed.

Since construction activities[are the responsibility of
each S.H.A. district, by copy of this letter I am asking the
District Engineer for your area, Mﬁ. Edward H. Meehan to
investigate this matter and respond to you directly at 859-1863
after October 24th. !

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.

|

harles B. Adéms, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:EJM:prc
cc: Mr. Edward H. Meehan

|
|
|
{:
|

My telephone number is (301) :£21 -3521

Teletypewrliter for lmpalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, “Maryland 21203-0717

{
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{; ' Richard H. Trainor

. . Secretary
Maryland Department of Ifaqsppnqtloq_ | ©  Hal Kossoft
State Highway Administration | o Administrator
Q/ i
9

|

December 13, 1988

Mr. Kenneth A. Rubin
7313 Heatherhill Court
Bethesda, Maryland 20817

Dear Mr. Rubin:

Thank you for your November 16th letter concerning noise
barriers on I-495.

We have received several inquiriés regarding the issue of
reflected noise where a noise barrler‘ls constructed on one side
of a highway. A noise monltorlng study was conducted to try and
determine if noise had increased on the opposite side of the
highway. This study did not discern &ny apprec1ab1e differences
opposite the barrier compared to noise levels in the vicinity
where there were no noise barriers.

The State Highway Administration Hoes not have any plans to
construct noise barrlers on the east 51de of I-495, south of
.River Road.
the project and it was determined that all of the criteria for
construction of a noise barrier were not met. This data is
contained in the Finding of No Slgnlflcant Impact (FONSI) for the
project, together with information regarding other potential
environmental effects. A copy of the FONSI is included for your
information.

The FONSI was approved by the Fed?ral Highway Administration
(FHWA) on July 20, 1988. The person to contact regarding this
document or to discuss project funding by the FHWA is Mr. Porter
Barrows; Division Administrator, Federal Highway Administration;
‘The Rotunda - Suite 220; 711 West 40th Street; Baltimore,
Maryland 21211-2187. Mr. Barrows can be reached by telephone at
(301) 962-4440. }
We have added your name to our maﬁllng list for this project

as you have requested.
\

|

|

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impalred Hea‘rlng or Speech :
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1- 800 492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 .

| D

fee
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Mr. Kenneth A. Rubin
Page Two

If you would like additional infoimation, please feel free
to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, Chief; of our Bureau of Landscape
Architecture. Mr. Adams can be reached at (301) 321-3521. -

2=

Kassoff
Administrator

HK/t ‘
Enclosure

cc:"Mr. Charles B. Adams
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Richard H. Trainor

Malyland Depa/tmentoﬂianspoltatm!n o e
- State H/ghway Administration |  Administrator
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|

Octob%r 19, 1988
1
i

Mr.‘Kenneth:A. Rubin {
7313 Heatherhill Court |
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 r

_Dear Mr. Rubln. : ' ﬁ

_ . Secretary of Transportation Ridhard H. Trainor asked me to
thank you for your September 26th letter concerning noise

barriers on the Capital Beltway bet&een River Road and MacArthur

~*. Boulevard. He asked me to look 1nto the matter and reply to you

~'directly.

L We have looked into whether the area from-River Road to-
'south of Seven Locks Road qualifies' for a noise barrier. For an

' }_area to quallfy, the follow1ng cr1ter1a must be met:

"f}.--f‘“n01se levels must exceed the 1ﬁpact threshold of 67

_de01bels,l:
-- " the 1mpacted areas must'predate the highway;
- == - an effective barrier must be feasible;
_— ‘cost to protect the area must be reasonable;
- the community must favor the bgrrier; and
- funds must be available. ?.
l'The.residences from River Road to south of Seven Locks Road

were constructed after the beltway; therefore, the area does not
quallfy for a noise barrier. .

. However, there is interest on{the part of a segment of the

" community to share the cost of a barrier with the State Highway
Administration. We are willing tofcon51der this option and it is
presently being investigated. |

| ]

My telephone number is (301) 4 333-1111

Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearlng or Speech
383- 7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492~ 5062 Statewlde Toll Free
) orth Calvert St.. -0 _
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‘ - Mr. Kenneth A. Rubin T
Page Two _

- I understand your concerns abqut an increase in noise
levels if noise barriers are constructed on one side of the:
beltway. Our experience has not shown that such an increase
results in locations where barrlers are constructed on only one

s1de of the highway.

. * Please feel free to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, Chief of the
Bureau of Landscape Architecture, at (301) 321-3521, if you would
¢1ike additional information regardlng the specifics of our
stud1es or if you have any other questlons regarding noise

abatement.

,.\

17;} - Thank .you for taking the t1me*to bring your concerns to our

attentlon." ;
l“‘;‘ o : . Si-CTEKe Y,
" &
- o ' :al gassoff
‘ . | Administrator
HK/s1 o

|
|

- cc: Secretary Richard H. Trainor
Mr. Charles B. Adams

*
|
3
(
r
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[ .
Richard H. Trainor

| o A
Maryland Department of Transportation e Secretary

1 ‘n/ : Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administration Admin o,

{

PLEASE REPLY TO:
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE i
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD '
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 . ‘

i

( November 7, 1988
1t, _ »+ Ms. Jackie Schatz }
' 1615 Sulphur Spring Road .
Arbutus, Maryland 21227 {
i

Dear Ms. Schatz:

_ I am writing to report to you the results of the recent
traffic noise level studies conducted in Your community, adjacent
to the I-695/1-95 interchange. Tﬁe studies were initiated based
on requests received at the June, 1988 Location/Design Public

K Hearing for the expansion of the éaltimore Beltway.

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under
i State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following

B criteria must be met: % -

. ' - noise levels must exceed t'l;ixe impact threshold level of
K 67 decibels (dBA); { :
|
- a majority of the impacted r?sidences must have preceded the
highway; 1

- construction of an effective’noise barrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed $4OPOOO; ' .

- seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must
favor the project; and |

- funds must be available. |

Figure I (attached) outlinesr the study area. The goal of
the study was to determine the extent and degree of noise impact
experienced in the community. Short-term noise measurements
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) were taken at 14 locations, as
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m. A 24-hour test
was conducted at site 3, the resdlts of which are shown on Figure
I1T. '

; ' ' !‘

|

My telephone number is (301 )132 1-3521

Teletypewriter for Impa{lred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimofe, Maryland 21203-0717
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Ms. Jackie Schatz
November 7, 1988
Page 2

As you can see on Figure 1I, there are two noise level
values shown. The top value is the actual noise level measured
at the indicated site. The bottom{value is the maximum noise
level that could be expected at each site. This value was
determined by adjusting the measuréd values based on the maximum
noise level found during the 24-hour test. The maximum noise
level period during the 24-hour study was 6-7 a.m., when levels
were three decibels (dBA) higher than during the 9-11 a.m. period
(when short-term measurements wereltaken). Therefore, we
projected that the highest noise level that could be expected at
any of the sites would be 3 dBA gréater than the actual measured
value. Based on this information, la noise impact zone was

- established, as shown on Figure IV! The shaded area represents

the maximum extent of traffic noise impact in the community.

The area of highest noise levels is found along 0ld Sulphur
Spring Road, where the residences are closest to and generally at
the same elevation as the highway.  Only four residences in this
area are impacted above the 67 dBA threshold. A barrier 500-600
feet in length would be required, at a cost of well over
$240,000 which yields a cost per residence of over $60,000. This
substantially exceeds our limit of |$40,000. 1In the vicinity of
Benson Avenue, limited impact (2-3 |[residences) and cost also make
a noise barrier impractical.

The wooded area and embankment identified on Figure 11 do
provide some benefits. The wooded jarea provides a significant
visual screen, particularly for the residents on Lister, Dewitt,
and portions of Larlin and Marsha Roads. There may also be some
minor noise reduction realized. '
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Ms. Jackie Schatz
November 7, 1988
Page 3

I regret that I cannot offer' a more positive response, but
hope that I have clarified our policy as it relates to your
community. If you have any questions regarding the study
results, please feel free to contact us.

harles B.. dams, Chief
s Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc .
Attachments

cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss




'Mrs{'éhafon M. Shank<*'

" community adjacent t

A MalylzmdDepanmentoﬂfansponatmn SO T LA Z,ty 'ff 3
i ié ' State H/ghway Adm/n/strat/on St el Kassoff w20
A N S . | LA .Tlnlsfretor. L

20105,York Road I
Parkton,’Maryland-,2ll20
Dear Mrs.'Shank: 3
: . S
Thank you for your ‘recent letter concerning the status of
noise abatement and prlvacy measures | for the Apple Valley .

the crlterlon for'date‘of constructlon.

You will be pleased to know, ho&ever, that we are proceeding:
with the landscape planting for your tarea. Please be assured
that the priority rating for this has not changed. Final
approval for the landscaping contract project was received later
than we had originally anticipated. ‘Therefore, the planting will
be done in the spring of 1989.

The planting will consist of evergreen trees, five to six
feet tall, placed close to the hlghway We feel that evergreens
will provide privacy and some psychological relief from the
traffic noise as well. We investigated your request for planting
in the median, and have determined that shrubs. would provide no
significant benefits in terms of privacy or noise reduction.

My telephc’me number is (301)

Teletypewrlter for Impalred Hearlng or Speech S ’

- 383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Matro ‘-— 1-800-482-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
) 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

Lo . 1 .




Mrs.

The

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dictated

becce:

Sharon M.

Archltecture,<at (301)
'concernS-to .my attentlon.i{

Shank7

321- 3521

Honorable Charles A Ruppefsbergen.III
Charles B. Adams

Bob B. Myers

Robert D. Douglass
Charles B. Adams ///
by: Ms. Patricia Gauss-SHA 321-3607. 10/4/88
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Richard H. TTalnor

Maryland Department of Transportation e
State nghway Adml'nl'stratl'OI‘?l . ' Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 -

November 7, 1988

Mr. Dan Siskey |
4930 Gateway Terrace :
Arbutus, Maryland 21227 }

. Dear Mr. Siskey: +

K | : I am writing to report to you, the results of the recent
- +w=traffic noise and vibration studies conducted at your home

adgacent to I-695. The studies were initiated based upon your
, request at the June 1988 Locatlon/De51gn Public Hearing for the
‘ -, expansion of I-695. 1

The studies conducted at your, home consisted of simultaneous
testing of both airborne noise and’ground vibrations generated
from. passing trucks on I-695. The average noise level was 69
decibels (dBA), which is above ouﬂ'impact threshold of 67 dBA.
In addition to the average noise level, the maximum, or peak
noise level was noted for individual trucks that passed by the
test site. The peak noise levels were found to be approximately
82-84 dBA. These peak noise leveﬂ readings were made
simultaneously with vibration measurements in an attempt to
relate the peak noise level with the vibration levels. The
results showed that the levels of ;vibration were below the
threshold of perception. Because |[the vibration levels were so
low, it was concluded that the major source of vibration within
the house is likely the airborne ﬁoise and not ground vibration.

, As you are probably aware, tﬁis section of I-695 between
4 Wilkens Avenue and Southwestern Boulevard is slated for noise

barriers. The project is currently under design and is scheduled
for construction in fall 1989 if fundlng is available at that
time.

x‘.
‘

Mytebphonenumberﬁ(301\r 321-3571

Teletypewriter for !mpalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free

/07 North Calvert St., Baltlmor’e Maryland 21203-0717




‘Mr. Dan Siskey
November 7, 1988
Page 2 '

|
]

I trust this information sati%fies your needs at this .time.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me-.-.

S'jfe ly, 52 .
arles B! Adams, Chief
Bureau of |Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc
cc: Mr., Eugene J. Miller, Jr.
.% Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak

Ms. Patricia A. Gauss




~Gh ' | ’a—\"\ Richard H. Trainor
S@F Mal}'/aﬂd DGPHIIIHEI” of Tiansponat/on¥ 2 Secretary

. .. , Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administration | Administrator

Septemﬁer 7, 1988

Mr. and Mrs. Kingsley Smith
115 Arbutus Avenue
Catonsville, Maryland 21228

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Smith:

I am writing to you to follow up on your recent meeting
with Messrs. Eugene Miller and Ken qucak, from our Bureau of
Landscape Architecture, regarding noise impacts at your home

adjacent to I-695 (Baltimore Beltway”@

As you know, the studies conducted for the Arbutus Avenue
‘ area indicated that a noise barrier could not be justified on the
basis of excessive cost. The total cost of the barrier divided
by the number of residences that experience noise levels above
our impact threshold exceeds our $40,000 per residence limit.

You also indicated that a major concern is the potential
loss of the existing trees and shrubs within the right-of-way as
a result of the proposed expansion of the beltway. I want to
assure you that every effort will befmade to minimize disturbance
of the existing vegetation along the highway in your area. 1In
addition, upon completion of the proposed project, a landscaping
pPlan will be-prepared to restore vegetation lost during construc-
tion and to adequately buffer your area from the highway.

You also indicated. that glare from the lights on the
existing overhead exit sign in front of your home is creating a
problem. I have asked our District Engineer, Mr. Charles R.
Olsen, to investigate the situation and contact you directly with
his findings. You may expect to hear from Mr. Olsen by the end
of September. ‘

{:

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impalred THearIng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1~-800-492~5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, M1aryland 21203-0717
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Mr. and Mrs. Kingsley
Page Two :

We appreciated the opportunity tL meet with you to clarify
our criteria and the studies that have been performed. Please

don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any additional ques-

tions. }
Singce Cé::;iéﬁ/
Ly
Kas%off
Administrator
HK:prc {

cc: Mr. arles R. Olsen {
- Eugene J. Miller, Jr. _
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak !




?_Lp Richard H. Trainor
'SmA Maryland Department of Iianspaftatlan CA e ot
i ,é State nghway Admlnlstl‘atIO{'i Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA .ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

December 19, 1988

Mr. Joseph Sperber
3546 Raymoor Road
Kensington, Marvland 20895

Dear Mr. Sperber:

I am writing in response to your recent inquiry to this
office concerning noise barriers for your community adjacent to
I1-495.

I can certainly understand yoLr feelings regarding the
. traffic noise impacts on your community. We investigated this
area as part of the [-495 widening| pro.ject and found that noise
levels were far below the 67 decibel impact threshold, averaging
approximately 55 decibels.

In addition, since the residehces are located at a
considerable distance from the highway, it is unlikely that a
noise barrier would have much effect on the noise you perceive.
In general, noise barriers are most effective for areas within
200 feet of the highway. 1

In regaurd to noise barriers for Rock Creek Park, it was
determined during the environmentaL studies that noise barriers
were not warranted. The Maryland-National Capital Park and

v . * Planning Commission concurred with this decision.

Teietypewriter for Impalred{Hearlng or Speech
383~ 7555 Baitimore Metro — 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free
' 707 North Caivert St., Baltimore, Maryiand 21203-0717

My telephone number is (301)




Mr. Joseph Sperber
Page 2
December 19,

CBA:prc

1

We will schedule some additio&al measurements at your
community to monitor current noise levels. This work should
take approximately three months tojcomplete, at which time I will
notify you of the resuits. '

,i A .
Jrles B. Adam¥, Chief
Buredu of Landscape Architecture




PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

<

] o
1 % Richard H. Trainor
’;, Secretary
. . . . . Hal Kassoff
é State Highway Administration Administrator

October 18, 1988

Stevenson Village Condominiums : .
3205 0ld Post Drive
Pikesville, Maryland 21208
Attention: Mrs. Gold

Dear Mrs. Gold:
I am writing to follow up your recent telephone conversation

with Mr. Eugene Miller, of this offlice, concerning our landscape
project for Stevenson Village, adjacent to I-695.

As indicated to you, final approval for the landscaping
contract was received later than wel had originally anticipated
which will not allow us to do fall planting. Therefore, the
planting will be done in the spring of 1989. Please be assured
that the priority rating for this w%rk has not changed.

I trust this satisfies your un?erstanding in this matter.
If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact

me or Mr. Miller. His telephone number is (301) 321-3530.

arles B. Adams, Chief
Bureah of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc
cc: Mr. Eugene J. Mililer
Mr. Paul A. Georgiou

|

My telephone number is (301) 32;1 -3521

Teletypewriter for lmpalred‘ Hearing or Speech .
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toli Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltlmore, Maryland 21203-0717

A s S ‘




fa.rb‘Q Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Iiansponat/on Secretary |
Hal Kassoff
State Highway A dministration Adminiatianr

\C’{o

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSGAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

November 7, 1988

»  Mr, Williém Szymanski
1550 Lister Road
Arbutus, Maryland 21227

Dear Mr. Szymanski:

I am writing to report to you the results of the recent
traffic noise level studies conduéted in your community, adjacent
to the I-695/1-95 interchange. The studies were initiated based
on requests received at the June, [1988 Location/Design Public
Hearing for the expansion of the Baltimore Beltway.

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration Policly, all of the following
criteria must be met: '

- noise ' levels must exceed the impact threshold level of
67 decibels (dBA);

- a majority of the impacted re%idences must have preceded the
highway; 1

- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

- cost must be reasonable; cost' per impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed $40,000;

- seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must
favor the project; and 1

!.

- funds must be available. |

Figure I (attached) outlines !the study area. The goal of
the study was to determine the extent and degree of noise impact
experienced in the community. Shoét—term noise measurements
(each 10-20 minutes in duration) were taken at 14 locations, as
shown on Figure II, during the hours of 9-11 a.m. A 24-hour test
was conducted at site 3, the resul@s of which are shown on Figure
I1T.

|

Mytaepﬁonenumberm(301) 321-3521

Tmetypewrnerforlmpakeé Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro + 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baitimore, Maryland 21203-0717
) |




Mr..William Szymanski
November 7, 1988
Page 2 : . i
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- 'Attachments

Mr. William Szymanski
November 7, 1988
Page 3

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response, but

hope that I have clarified our p&licy as it relates to your
community.

If you have any questions regarding the study
results, please feel free to contact us.

arles : Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

cec: Mf.'Eugene J. Miller, Jr. {

Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak ‘
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss |



Ms. Ruth Thomas
16 Acorn Drive
Annapolis, Maryland
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\ Sincérely,
[/s/ RICHARD H. TRAIloR
Richérd H. Trainor
Secrétary
RHT:prc _
cc: The Honorable Gerald W. Wineg?ad
- The Honorable Michael Busch
bce: Mr. Hal Kassoff
Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert Douglass -
Mr. Charles B. Adams?
Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss:

-SHA 321-3607 9/20/88.
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NOV 22 188

Ms. Ruth Thomas
16 Acorn Drive
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Ms. Thomas:

I am writing to follow up Secgetary Richard H. Trainor's
September 26th letter to you concerning the Weems Creek area
along US 50. 1In that letter, Mr. Trainor indicated that we

~anticipated scheduling_a meeting in_early November. to. present. - . - ...

the results of additional noise studies in the area.

The additional noise measurements, which are being done in
cooperation with community residenﬂs, have not all been
conmpleted. We have also initiated la study to determine the
feasibility of earth mounding in the area. We should have the
results of both studies by the end {of the year, at which time we
will contact you concerning a meeting.

Thank you for your patience in: this matter.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED 8Y;

Hal Kgssoff

Administrator
HK:prc 3
cc: Mr. Richard H. Trainor
- bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams y
v

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss 11/16/88 321-3607
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September 26, 1988

Ms. Ruth'Thomas . _ _
16 Acorn Drive R L
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

e . (

Governor William Donald Schaefer has asked me to thank you
for your September 6th letter and{to respond to yol directly

regarding the issue of sound barriers for the Weems Creek area
along US 50.

Dear Ms. Thomas:

The State Highway Admlnlstraélon is currently conducting
additional noise impact studies 1n the area. These studies have
been coordinated with communlty representatlves from both the
Acorn Drive area and Riverview Manor which is located along the
south side of US 50. Upon completlon of this work, the results
will be presented to the community. We anticipate scheduling a
fmeetlng by early November, at which time we will contact you.

I want to assure you that evéry ‘consideration will be given
to this area under the criteria ofl our noise abatement policy.
Thank you for bringing your conce ns to our attention.

‘ o Slnéerely,

[/s/ RICHARD H. TRAILOR

Richard H. Trainor
Sechtary

RHT:prc ' #
cc: The Honorable Gerald W. Wlnegrad

The Honorable Michael Busch ;
bce: Mr. Hal Kassoff

Mr. Bob B. Myers - |
Mr. Robert Douglass
Mr. Charles B. Adams? .

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Causs+SHA 321-3607 9/20/88.
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| ~  Richard H. Trainor

* Maryland Department of Transportation > ot Kassoft

Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

June 30, 1988

Mr. Harry Traurig
5729 Richardson Mews Circle
Relay, Maryland 21227

Dear Mr. Traurig:

As a follow-up to your recent telephone conversation with
Mr. Ken Polcak of my staff, I have enclosed a copy of the interim
report on noise level studies for tﬂe Richardson Mews community.

We regret the oversight in forwarding the report to you earlier.

As indicated in the report, we will be conducting additional
measurements in the area. Specific%lly, we have scheduled
additional testing in July, to expand our current data before
the eventual completion of the I-195 project and will follow-up
again approximately six (6) months after the I-195 opening. Ve
will forward supplements to the attached report to you upon

completion of the additional studiesl.
|

: |
If you have any questions in the meantime please feel free
to contact Mr. Polcak at 321-3481. 1

{farles B. Ada1s, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA/prc
Enclosure

cc: .Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr:
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech

383~7555 Baltimore Metro ~ 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toli Free

|
|
1321-3521 |
{
767 North Calvart St., Baltimore, (Maryiand 212030717

. |
o4 ! . e . - |




Secretary

- Maryland Department of Transportation 9
al Kassoff
State Highway A dmm/stratlon Administrator

@$

gﬁp Richard H. Trainor

- Mr. William Vesperman
1919 Cypress Drive .
Bel Air, Maryland 2101%

Dear Mr. Vesperman

I am writing to report to youjthe results of our recent
noise level studies in your communlty‘ adjacent to MD 24.

For a community to be considereh for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following
criteria must be met:
|
|
|
\

-- noise levels must exceed the impact threshold level of 67
decibels (dBA); *

--- a majority of the 1mpacted re51dences must have preceded the

‘ highway;

- construction of an effective noiFe barrier must be feasible;

-- cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed S40,000F

-- seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must
favor the project; and

-- funds must be available. {

Our study consisted of several |[short-term measurements (10-

20 minutes in duration) at your [residence, and a 24-hour

measurement at 37 Lake Drive. The nmeasurements taken at your
home revealed average noise levels 6f 49-52 decibels. Based on |
the 24-hour study, we determined that the noise level may be a |
maximum of two decibels higher (51-54 dBA) than our actual
\
|

measurements, but still well belo& the 67 decibel threshold.
Therefore, we cannot consider noise abatement measures for the
area. :

My telephone number is (301)

Teietypewriter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
383~ 7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baitimore, Maryland 21203-0717

" .. - , ‘ .
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Mr. William Vesperman
Page 2

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive responge to
your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our policy as it
relates to your community. ‘

Sincerély,

Hal Ka§soff
Administrator
HK: prc ‘

bce: Mr. Bob B. Myers T
Mr. Robert D. Doulass
Mr. Charles B. Adans &

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss-SHA 11/14/88 321-3609




BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

: . . % - Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation O N
State Highway Administration . Administrator

PLEASE REPLY TO:
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD

September 30, 1988

Mr. T.H. Weingroff
3324 Southgreen Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21207

Dear Mr. Weingroff:

I am responding to your recent letter to Baltimore County
Executive Dennis Rasmussen, which was forwarded to me from
District Engineer C. Robert Olsen, rega%ding your 1idea for
improving our noise barrier performance|

Your suggestion to place a cap on top of the barrier is an
idea that has some merit from an acoustical standpoint. By
making the top of the barrier wider, the sound must travel a

. greater distance to pass over the barrier, which further reduces
its volume. This approach has been utilized on a limited basis
in both Canada and Japan.

In Toronto, Canada, a noise barrie& with a 30 inch wide cap
(forming a T-shaped wall section) was thted and found to provide
an additional 1.5-2.5 decibel (dBA) noise reduction over a wall
of the same height without the cap. Unfortunately, this
additional reduction is not significantiin terms of human
perception. Other Canadian studies also suggested that barriers
of lower overall height may be possible‘if a cap system were

employed.

i The Japanese have approached the issue of transportation
noise with the overall emphasis on acoustical performance without
regard to cost or aesthetics. The best example of a barrier
system incorporating the concept you suggest is located adjacent
to a toll plaza in Tokyo. The barrier system consists of nearly

My telephone number is {(301) 321-3521

Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro — 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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Mr. T. H. Weingroff
September 30, 1988
Page 2

3200 feet of noise walls over 30 feet in height and arching out
over a portion of the roadway, creating|a partial cap over the

roadway. The surface facing the highway is absorptive and the
overall noise reduction is nearly 20 dBA; malking it almost twice
as effective as a typical highway noise| barrier. However, the

cost of this system was $9 million dollars, or nearly 4 times the
cost of a barrier of comparable dimensipns here in Maryland.

The general consensus in the research community is that
additional study is needed to more accurately evaluate the
complex acoustical phenomena associated} with a barrier of this
type. Additionally, the benefits of such a system must be
weighed against some practical considerations, such as
construction methods and costs, foundation requirements, and
performance under extreme weather conditions (strong winds and
heavy snow, for example).

We appreciate yvour taking the time| to give us your thoughts.
We are always reviewing the latest research and technology in the
transportation noise field in search of!the most -effective
solutions. If you have any further comments, please feel free to

contact us.

arles Bl. Adams, Chief
Bureau ofl Landscape Architecture

.

CBA:!prc
cc: Mr. Dennis Rasmussen
%




PLEASE REPLY TO:

o M) »Richard H. Trainor

‘ Secretary :

Hal Kassoff

Administrator

OFFICE OF DISTRICT ENGINEER
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD

BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 . Augus t 2 9 . 1 9 8 8

MEMORANDUM

TO: Mr. Charles Adams,. Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architectu;e

FROM: Charles R. diéen /ff£;;f§/ " v”

Metropolitan District Engineer

SUBJECT: Noise Abatement Idea ot
T . - .

The attached idea 'to improve noisé abatement was forwarded
to this office by the Baltimore qunty_Executive, Dennis
Rasmussen. '

Would you pleése respond to Mr. Weingxoff acknowledging my
receipt and forwarding it to you and also copying the County
Executive. ' )

4

Thahks.

CRO:ko

Attachment

321-3461

My telephone number is (301)

Teletypewriter for impaired Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baitimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

N p——



*s4 Baltimore County, Maryland
" Executive Office
Courthouse Mezzanine
Towson, Maryland 21204
494-2450
494-3728 (TTY)

T. & H. Weingroff

3324 Southgreen Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21207
Subject: “Noise "Barriers :
Baltimore Beltway (I-69

Dear T. & H. Weingroff:

b

5)

august 16, 1988

Dennis F. Rasmussen
County Executive

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter received July
19, 1988 recommending a noise abatem?nt treatment for the barrier
walls along the Baltimore Beltway (I-695).

Since the walls were designed by the State Highway Adminis-
tration and are maintained by them, your letter is being referred
to Mr. C. Robert Olsen, District Engineer, State Highway Adminis-
tration, with the request he reply to you on your idea.

Ver§ truly yours,

DENNIS F. RASMUSSEN
County Executive

DFR:cjp

ccC:

~ = e b m—

Mr. C..Robert Olsen

/__ .

Bl/cc: John J. Trenner
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' M) Richard H. Trainc
Maryland Department of Transportation T

Hal K tf
State High way Admm/strat/on | administrator

g! Ms. Sandra L. Wesﬁérvelt
' 31 Lake Drive
Bel Air, Maryland 21014

Dear Ms. Westervelt:

"I am writing to report to‘you'thé results of our recent
noise level studies in your community, adjacent to MD 24.

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under
State Highway Administration Policy, all of the following
criteria must be met:

ﬁ' . -- noise levels must exceed the impact threshold level of 67
dec1bels (dBA) ; |

4 ol ' '

. -- a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the
o highway:

‘ ".;d.-";'ﬁ-- construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

-- cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is
protected may not exceed $40,000;

-- seventy-five percent (75%) 6f the affected residents must
favor the project; and

|
- funds nust be available.
|

our study consisted of several short-term measuremnents (10-

20 minutes in duration) at your residence, and a 24-hour

. measurement at 37 Lake Drive. The measurements taken at your

G home revealed average noise levels of 49-52 decibels. Based on

- the 24-hour study, we determlned‘that the noise level may be a

B maximum of two decibels higher (51-54 dBA) than our actual

& measurements, but still well bellow the 67 decibel threshold.

L Therefore, we cannot consider noise abatement measures for the
R area.

My telephone number is (30‘1\

Teletypewriter for lmpalred Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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pr Ms. Sandra L. Westervelt
.;. Page 2 . | ‘
T ’ J

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to

ﬁﬁ your concerns, but trust that I have clarified our poliey as it
ﬁﬁ relates tq your communlty. i . o
.'cll",; ) 5 ,
ﬁj F K Sincerely.- B .
s S CRAGHNAL 51 By '
1-."-'.‘ L . : ' - H‘{L i \ S \\:Il }
% . ' : Hal [Kassoff.
% FERE : _ Administrator
ﬁj - HK:prc S _ ' - - '
i bcc: Mr. Bob B. Myers .

"? - Mr. Robert D. Doulass
' - Mr. Charles B. Adams

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss-SHA 11/14/88 321-3609




Richard H. Trainor.

Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary
Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administration i

Mr. John J. Yannone
The Law Firm of Eugene M. Zoglio, P.A.
4309 Northview Drive !

Bowie, Maryland 20716 b

Dear Mr. Yannone: , 1

I have received copies of your recent letters to Senator
Paul S. Sarbanes and to our Bureau of Landscape Architecture,
concerning the proposed improvements to U.S. 50 and MD Route 197
in the wvicinity of Princeton Squarei

.For a community to be considered for the State Highway
Administration's Noise Abatement Program, all of the following
criteria must be met:

-— Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels (dBA);

-- A majority of the impacted re51dences must have preceded the
hlghway,

—-— Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible:

-- Cost mdst be reasonable; cost peE protected residence may not
exceed $40,000; |
-- At least 75% of the affected resgdents must favor the project;

and

- Funds must be available.

The site plan for Princeton Square shows that the community
was planned with the knowledge of the possible relocation of MD
197. While Princeton Square residents may not have been aware of }
the project until recently, the Noilse Impact Study for the
project was published in October 1%80, and the project has been a .

My telephone number is (301) . _ |

] Teletypewriter for impalred Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro — 565-0451 D.C. Metrol - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvart St Raltimare, Marviand 212023-0717




Mr. John J. Yannone
Page 2

matter of public record since the Federal Highway Administration
gave its location approval in 1982.] The area was not identified
as impacted in the studies because it did not yet exist as a
residential community, nor was it iﬁ existence at the time of the
public hearing held on March 3, 1981. Our records show 1984 as
the year in which Princeton Square residences were built, three
years after the public hearing and two years after location
approval. Therefore, the area does|not meet the requirement for
date of construction.

We would be glad to meet with you and the residents to
clarify our Noise Policy and the proposed U.S. 50 project.
Please contact Mr. Charles B. Adams% Chief of the Bureau of
Landscape Architecture, if you are interested in scheduling a
meeting. Mr. Adams can be reached ét (301) 321-3521.

Sincefely,

Hal Kgssoff
Administrator

HK:prc \
cc: The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes
Mr. Charles B. Adams -

bcec: Mr. Bob B. Myers
Mr. Robert D. Douglass

Dictated by: Ms. Patricia A. Gauss - 12/14/88 - 321-3607

i
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PAUL S..SARBANES l = i
MARYLAND ~ | ] o
_._ ’ =
= Rnited 5tatzs Smate
: WASHINGTON, DC 20610 RESERRF S
0ge 020 -2 A G T
November 29, 1988y - i,y Suy MY

Mr. Hal Kassoff
Administrator

State Highway Administration
707 North Calvert Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Dear Mr. Kassoff:

Enclosed is a copy of correspondehce
from Mr.

John Yannone, representing the P
Homeowner's Association. The letter rais
regarding the impact of proposed improvem

Maryland Route 197 on the community of Pr:

Although this is not primarily a Fed
appreciate it if you would address the co

provide Mr. Yannone with an appropriate r

Your attention to this matter is app
With best regards,

Sincer

Paul S.
United;

Enclosure

PSS/csb

I recently received
rinceton Square

es some serious concerns
ents to U.S. 50 and
inceton Square.

eral matter, I would
ncerns raised and
esponse.

reciated.

ely,

Sarbane
States Senator
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THE LAW FlRM OF

EUGENE M. Zoomo, P A.
1 4309 NORTHVIEW DANE

EUGENE M. ZOGLIO* SOWIE, MARYLAND 20716 ’ {301) 262-7500

JOHN J. YANNONE *

PATRICIA McCARTHY-RIEGEL™ ‘

*MD.. D.C.. FLA. BAR November 21, 1988
*MD. BAR

U.S. Senator Sarbanes
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

|
Re: Princeton Square

Dear Senator Sarbanes:

Please be advised that I represent Princeton Square

Homeowner's Association. In this regard, I am writing to vyou to
seek your assistance with a matter whlch is of utmost importance
to the members of the communlty of Princeton Square.
Specifically, Princeton Square Communlty is being substantially
impacted by the widening of Route 50 in that the ramp from Route
197 onto 50 is taking the frontage of«Princeton Square, but, more
importantly, the 1location of the !ramp in proximity to the
residences of Princeton Square is of great concern. It is clear
from the construction drawings that ﬂave been recently provided
to me, that there exists no plans for{fencing'or a barrier of any
kind between the ramp and the‘residencps which border the right-
of-way of the ramp. This is of concern for two major reasons:
(1) The noise levels as a result of khe traffic flow which will
now be so close to the residences of Prlnceton Square who boarder
the ramp; and (2) that there have been made no provisions for
ensuring the safety of the community wath a ramp so close to the
residences of the community. .

I am enc1051ng, for your informatﬁon, a response a homeowner
of Princeton Square received to his inquiry as to the recent
study evaluating the Princeton Square Community for traffic noise
impact from the proposed improvements lto U.S. 50 and Maryland
Route 197. As you can see, no provisions are being made in this
regard.

Further, I am enclosing my response 1indicating my concern
that whereas the widening of U.S. Routeé 50 is impacting the




% i~ e ” k] { ?W

|

community, the substantial impact comes from the relocation of
the ramp which is now in such close prOlelty to the residences
of Princeton Square. I Dbelieve ithat this issué has been
overlooked and as construction nears commencement, we have only
recently been made aware of such impact as a result of our
request to have the placement of the ramp staked out. It was not
until we pursued the issue in requestlng copies of the
construction drawings and requesting the stakeout that this issue
came to the forefront. I have expressed the great concern of the
residents of Princeton Square with regard to this latest
development, but this issue has received little attention.

Consequently, I am seeking the aL51stance of your ‘office on
behalf of Princeton Square, so that these matters will attain the
level of importance which they deserve.

I would be happy to meet with ypu‘or your staff to provide
further information, and I look forward to working with you on
these matters. ;

Your prompt attention and responée to these matters will be
most appreciated. ‘

Very truiy yours,
U e

n J. Y none
/At orney: Law

JJY/dw

Encl




: _ ‘ Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Iiansportatm}) e
State Highway Administration 0 Administeator

o | GFS
.

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCINTEC TURE
233 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

| October 18, 1988

. I T -
Mr. Steve Buckley Fjik"

14838 London Lane _ sk
Bowie, Maryland 20715 e

Dear Mr. Buckley:
; | .

I am writing to report to you the results of our recent
studies evaluating the Princeton Square community for traffic
noise impacts from proposed improvements to U.S:-Route 50 and
Maryland Route 197.

For a community to be con51dered for the State Highway
Administration’s Noise Abatement Program, all of the following
‘criteria must be met: '

: . |
-- Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels (dBA);

-- A majority of the impacted res1dences must -have preceded the ~ '~ -
highway; ;

-~ Construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible;

-- Cost must be reasonable; cost per protected residence may not
exceed ¢40,000;

-- At least 75% of the affected residents must favor the'project;
and

-- Funds must be available.

My telt phone number is (301) 321'3521

“oletypewriter for impaired Hearlng or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Marwand 21203-0717

*.

j
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Mr. Steve Buckley
October 18, 1988
Page 2

The only area where noise levells were above our impact *
threshold was at two individual residences at the end of London
Lane, adjacent to U.S. Route 50. Noiise levels within Princeton
Square did not meet or exceed the threshold. Therefore, this
area fails to meet the first criteripn of our noise policy. Even
if noise levels had been greater, Princeton Square has only been
in existence since 1984, well after the construction of U.S. 50.
Thus, the second criterion is not met. T - :

Additionally, a study of the site plan for Princeton Square
shows that the community was planned (with the knowledge of the
possible relocation of MD Route 197, 'which is proposed as part of
the improvements to U.S. Route 30. The Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) gave its 1ocatﬂon approval-in June 1982 for
the proposed highway project. The location approval date is
considered the date of public knowledge of the project. FHWA
regulations do not permit funding for noise abatement in areas
which were developed after location approval of a highway
Project. '

I regret that we cannot offer a hore positive response, but
hope 1 have adequately explained the situation. Please feel free

to contact me if you have any questio?s. . g )

arles B. Adams, Chief

Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc

cc: Mr. Eugene J. Miller, Jr.
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss
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THE LAW FIRM CF

EuGeENE M. ZocLIo, P A.
4309 NORTHVIEW JR'VE

EUGENE M. ZO0GLIO*® BOWIE, MARYLAND cO7I6 {3011 262-7500

. JOHN J. YANNONE
PATRICIA McCARTHY-RIEGEL*®

*MD., D.C., FLA. BAR : November 21, 1988

+MO. BAR

Charles B. Adzms ;
Chief, Bureau of Landscape Architecture
Maryland Department of Transportation:
State Highway Administration .
2323 West Jopra Road 3

Brooklandville, Maryland 21022

Dear Mr. Adams:

Please ke advised that I represént Princeton Square
Homeowner's Association. I have recently been made aware of your
response to a homeowner's inquiry as to the results of your
recent studies evaluating the Princeton Square community for
traffic noise impact from proposed 1mprovements to U.S. Route 50
and Maryland Route 197. \

In reviewing your response, I bélieve one major 1issue has
been overlooked. That 1is, that thejramp onto Route 50 from 197
is being relocated. As a result of the relocation, the frontage
of Princeton . Square as it now exists is being destroyed and the
Route 50 ramp 1is being constructed. very, very close to the
townhouses of Princeton Square whlch border on the right-of-way
for the ramp.

Upon reviewing the State Highway's blueprints for
construction of the ramp, it has beén made clear that there are
no provisions for a barrier of any sort natural or otherwise, to .
shelter the townhouses on the border of the ramp from ncise,
access and to provide for overall safety.

It seems inconceivable that such a major project has
overlooked such essential details. That is to say, regardless of
when the community came into ex1stence, the fact remains that the
details of the plan are just coming to light and that there is no
question that this construction shall have a substantial impact
on the community of Princeton Square, changing it drastically in
terms of entrznce and in terms of noise and safety without a
barrier between the community and the Route 50 ramp.




2

There exists, no doubt, that]| as a result of the close
proximity of the ramp to the Princegon Square Community, that
funds will have to be expended to ensure the safety and well-
being of the members of the Princeton Square community and to
lessen the impact of noise and traffic flow which will be so
close to residences which border the ramp.

I am writing in hopes that we caq enter into a constructive
dialogue relative to the State Highwa% Administration bearing at

least some of these costs, as a result of the construction of the
Route 50 ramp. We are presently in negotiations as to the
compensation Princeton Square will | receive for the taking of
certain property from the entrance of the community and I will
state, unequivocally, that as a result of the recent discovery as
discussed above as to the closeness and proximity of the ramp to
the residences of Princeton Square, we will not be able to settle
that issue since this issue has now become an integral of the:
compensation package. Consequently,, your prompt attention and
response to these matters would be most appreciated. Of course,
if others in the administration Heed be made aware of this
correspondence, I trust that you will forward it to them for
appropriate response. '

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very trwly yours,

. 7\\ Nvr
Yannohé/
at Law /

JJY/dw




THE LAW FIRM OF |

EuGceENE M. ZoGgLio, P A.
4309 NORTHVIEW DRIVE

EUGENE M. ZOGLIO¥* BOWIE, MARYLAND 20716 (301)262-7500

JOHN J. YANNONE T ] ‘
PATRICIA McCARTHY-RIEGELY ' i

¥MD., D.C.,FLA BAR = November 21, 1988
MD. BAR .

Charles B. Adams
Chief, Bureau of Landscape Architecture
Maryland Department of Transportatloﬂ
State Highway Administration

2323 West Joppa Road ;
Brooklandville, Maryland 21022 t

Dear Mr. Adams:

Please be advised that I |represent Princeton Square
Homeowner's Association. I have recently been made aware of your
response to a homeowner's inquir? as to the results of your
recent studies evaluating the Princeton Square community for
traffic noise impact from proposed improvements to U.S. Route 50
and Maryland Route 197. '

In reviewing your response, I belleve one major issue has
been overlooked. That 1is, that the ramp onto Route 50 from 197
is being relocated. As a result of the relocation, the frontage
of Princeton Square as it now ex1sts is being destroyed and the
Route 50 ramp is being constructed very, very close to the
townhouses of Princeton Square whlch border on the right-of-way
for the ramp. :

Upon . reviewing the State ;| Highway's blueprints for
construction of the ramp, it has been made clear that there are
no provisions for a barrier of any sort natural or otherw1se, to
shelter the townhouses on the border of the ramp from noise,
access and to provide for overall safety.

It seems Iinconceivable that ;such a major project has
overlooked such essential details. &hat is to say, regardless of

when the community came into ex1stence, the fact remains that the
details of the plan are just coming to light and that there is no
question that this construction shall have a substantial 1mpact
on the community of Princeton Square, changing it drastically in
terms of entrance and in terms of n01se and safety without a
barrier between the community and the Route 50 ramp.
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There exists, no doubt, thatj as a result of the close
proximity of the ramp to the Princeton Square Community, that
funds will have to be expended to ensure the safety and well-
being of the members of the Prlnceton Square community and to
lessen the impact of noise and traffic flow which will be so
close to residences which border the ramp.

I am writing in hopes that we can enter into a constructive
dialogue relatlve to the State nghway Administration bearing at

least some of these costs, as a resulF of the construction of the
Route 50 ramp. We are presently 1in negotiations as to the
compensation Princeton Square will{ receive for the taking of
certain property from the entrance of the community and I will
state, unequivocally, that as a result of the recent discovery as
discussed above as to the closeness and proximity of the ramp to
the residences of Princeton Square, we will not be able to settle
that issue since this issue has now{become an integral of the
compensation package. Consequently, your prompt attention and
response to these matters would be most appreciated. Of course,
if others in the administration need be made aware of this
correspondence, I trust that you w1ll forward it to them for
appropriate response.

Thank’yOu for your cooperation.
Very truly yours,
<;“ T?GQAYan 6he /q}__ﬁyfﬂdﬂ‘~/
At orney

JJY/dw
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Richard H. Trainor

Marylana’ﬂepaltmentoﬂianspo/tatloli 954 :aléa o
State Highway Administration Administrator

September 9, 1988

Mr. John Zackerson
Kirkland and Ellis

655 15th Street N.W.
Suite 1200

Washington, D.C. 20005

mmrggkmwhﬂﬁﬁes°kn—

I am writing to summarize the investigations which have been
conducted concerning the issue of noise barrier construction on
I-495 in the Bethesda area. Specifically, I wish to discuss our

position regarding Noise Sensitive Areas B and E.

A commitment to construct noise barriers at Areas B and E
was made by former Governor Hughes. As I have stated to you and
members of the communities involved, the State Highway Adminis-

p tration takes pride in honoring commitments. We believe that we

. have defined options which both meet tﬁe spirit of Governor
Hughes’ commitment, and at the same time comply with our present
policy. :

In order for noise barriers to be
the following requirements must be met:

approved and constructed,

- noise levels must exceed the impact threshold of 67 dBA,

. Leq; i . |
|
- the majority of the impacted receptors must predate the
highway; {f |
' |
== a barrier to reduce the impact must be feasible;

- the cost of the noise barrier musti be reasonable (a maximum
of $40,000 per protected residence! is considered reasonable,
while a protected residence is defined as one which |
experiences noise levels greater than the impact threshold |
and would receive a five decibel or greater reduction from a |
noise barrier); :

® |

My telephone number is (301)

. i
: Teletypewriter for Impalred Hearilng or Speech
383—7555_Baltlm0fe Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewlde Toll Free

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryl1‘and 21203-0717

! P
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Mr. John Zackerson
Page Two

- the community must favor the noise barrier construction; and

- funds must be available.

We have determined that Area B meets all of our criteria
with the exception of cost per residepce. Our studies have
determined that a barrier to protect this area would cost
approximately $58,000-$59,000 per protected residence. We have
investigated numerous barrier options| in Area B in an attempt to
achieve the lowest possible cost alternative. Unfortunately,
this lowest cost alternative is signi&icantly greater than the
maximum expenditure considered reasonable. The State Highway
Administration is willing to fund up to the maximum of $40,000
per residence for barrier constructio# in this area. The balance
of the cost must be provided through an alternative source or
sources which could include the community and/or funds from the
local jurisdiction. *

Area E does not qualify for a noise barrier because the
majority of the impacted residences were constructed after the
completion of I-495. However, Federal policy permits the states
to use Federal funds for noise barrieqs in lecations where the
community post-dates the highway, if the majcrity of residences
were built prior to 1976. This is the case in Area E. We are
willing to consider a refinement to our State policy in such
cases. The State Highway Administratilon would be willing to fund
up to one-half of the maximum cost per, residence toward the
construction of a noise barrier in this area. We have determined
that a barrier to reduce noise levels in Area E would cost
approximately $47,000 per protected residence. If alternative
funding was provided, we could providel up to $20,000 per
residence toward the construction of a#barrier. '

Additionally, at your request, we have looked into the
possibility of constructing a screen-type fence to determine what
effect this might have in reducing noise levels at Areas B and E.

Effective reduction of noise requires a barrier with a height

range of 16-20 feet for Area B and 18-é4 feet for Area E..
Anything significantly lower in height 'would kave a much reduced
effect on noise levels. A screen fence could be constructed to
the same height as a noise barrier at less cost than a noise
barrier; however, we do not feel this ﬂs a reasonable alterna-
tive. The long-term maintenance needed would be substantial and
" the finished product would be less desﬂrable visually, struc-
turally and acoustically. The maximum screen fence height which
we would be willing to construct is 10 feet, tased upon struc-

tural and maintenance considerations.

|




Mr. John Zackerson
Page Three

I feel that we have define

Ul

d a way to meet commitments to

provide noise barriers at Areas B and E. I hope that this

letter clarifies our position concer?lng t

HK/s1

cc: The
The

bcc: Mr.
M
A

dictated

Honorable Nancy Kopp
Honorable Brian Frosh

Bob B. Myers
Robert D. Douglass
Charles B. Adams

by C.Adams

Sincerely,

Hal Ka%soff
Administrator

his issue.
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‘-' Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation UD Secrotary

. . . . Hal Kassoff
State Highway Administration Administrator
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PLEASE REPLY TO:
BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITEC TURE i
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD . - J
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022 - ' h

{ November 1, 1988

Mr.'Joseph.J. Zeren
1102 Hampton Garth
Towson, Maryland 21204

Dear Mr. Zeren: L

Thank you for your October 21st letter concerning
construction of the proposed sound barrier on I-695 adjacent to

your community. : ;

As I have conveyed to you previously, construction is
scheduled to begin on this projectLin the Spring of next year.

"If you can be of further assi%tance, please contact me.

rlesz. Adams, Chief
Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA/sl .

| 321-3521

My telephone number' is (301)

: Teletypewrlter for Impalrea Hearing or Speech
383-7555 Baltimore Metro — 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203~-0717 ’
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: ; %&2 Richard H. Trainor
Maryland Department of Transportation AR
- State Highway Administration Administrator

g y , |

PLEASE REPLY TO:

BUREAU OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD
BROOKLANDVILLE, MARYLAND 21022

July 29, 1988

Mr. Arnold Zerwitz T
8 Saxony Court . :
Pikesville, Maryland 21208 (;

Dear Mr. Zerwitz: “ T

I am writing to you to report the findings of our latest
studies concerning traffic noise from I-695 ad.jacent to the Eden
Roc community. The studies included new noise measurements and a
reevaluation of the community for qualification for a noise
barrier. R f

. The results of our studies showed that an effective noise

barrier would be too costly for the Eden Roc community. The

first two requirements regarding noise levels and date of

construction of the majority of the lhomes are met. The criteria

for consideration of noise abatemenﬁ measurements are as follows:

-- Noise levels must meet or exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels (dBA); ]

- A majority of the residences must have preceded the highway;

- Construction of an effective n?ise barrier must be feasible
and reasonable in cost {(may noq exceed $40,000 per impacted
residence) ; ‘

- The community must favor the project; and

- Funds must be available.

® w

My telephone number is (301) 4 321-3521

Teletypewriter for Impal,'ed Heartng or Speech
-383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 5665-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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Mr. Arnold Zerwitz t
- July 29, 1988 I
. Page 2 ‘
T
The results of the latest noise}measurement study (chart
. attached) indicated that under worst!case conditions, a total of
8 residences are impacted above the 67 decibel threshold by the

traffic noise. An effective noise barrier for the community
would have to be over 1500 feet in length and would cost over
$765,000. Dividing this figure by the 8 impacted residences
yields a cost per residence of over $95,000, well above the

$40,000 limit. Therefore, we cannot justify noise barrier
construction for the area. '

|

-For areas where noise barriers are too costly, we can
consider landscaping to provide some}measure of psychological
relief from the traffic noise. If you are interested in pursuing

this option, please contact me. !

arles B.’Adams, Chief
‘Bureau of Landscape Architecture

CBA:prc )
Attachment
cc: Mr. Eugene J, Miller, Jr.
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak
Ms. Patricia A. Gauss



