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The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determined that State Highway Administration’s Selected

. Alternative 2 for improvements to MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 will have no significant impact
upon the environment. The Selected Alternative proposes outside widening of MD 650 to provide an additional

northbound through lane from Cresthaven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29. The Selected Alternative also
includes MD 650 intersection improvements at Powder Mill Road, Mahan Drive, Relocated Michelson Road, and
Lockwood Drive, as well as improvements to the MD 650 interchange at US 29.

The Selected Alternative would require 8.84 acres of right of way, including 7.48 acres of permanent right of way from
the public White Oak Golf Course property, part of the Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL) Historic District, which is
eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. The State Historic Preservation Officer concurred
that the Selected Alternative would have no adverse effect on the NOL Historic District. The Selected Alternative
would not require- displacement of any residential properties or community facilities. No wetland impacts are
anticipated with the SHA Selected Alternative. :
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I. RECORD OF DECISION

SHA'’s Selected Alternative

Of the two alternatives, including no-build, presented at the Informational Public Meeting
(November 25, 2002), Alternative 2 was chosen as SHA’s Selected Alternative. The Selected

Alternative involves outside widening of MD 650 to provide an additional northbound through lane

from Cresthaven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29. The Selected Alternative includes
intersection improvements at the following locations:

e MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection

e MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection

e Relocated Michelson Road

e MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection

e US 29/MD 650 Interchange

MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection

At the MD 650/Powder Mill Road intersection, the northbound left turn lane will be lengthéned 175
feet by reducing the median width in this area. The east leg of the intersection will be widened to
the south of Powder Mill Road and the westbound lanes configured to provide two left turn lanes,
one shared left-through lane and one exclusive right turn lane. A raised median will be added

between the westbound lanes and the two eastbound lanes to provide a pedestrian refuge area.

MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection

In addition to the northbound through lane added to MD 650, a northbound right turn lane will be
added at the MD 650/Mahan Drive intersection. A double left turn lane from southbound MD 650
to Mahan Drive will also be added. Mahan Drive will be seven lanes wide, and will be widened (by
others) to provide three eastbound lanes and four westbound lanes, configured as two left turn lanes,
one shared left through lane and one exclusive right turn lane. A grass median will be provided on

Mahan Road for pedestrian refuge.

MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road ‘ .
The Selected Alternative involves relocating Michelson Road directly across from Northwest Drive,

approximately 550 feet south of its current intersection location. Two left turn lanes will be added

|
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to MD 650 to accommodate southbound left turmns to Relocgited Michelson Road. Relocated

Michelson Road will be five lanes wide, and will consist of two eastbound lanes and three
westbound lanes (two left turn lanes and one right turn lane) with a grass median for pedestrian

refuge. Others will construct relocated Michelson Road.

MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection
The Selected Alternative involves improvements to all approaches at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive
intersection: ‘

* On the west leg, the eastbound approach will be widened and the lanes configured to
provide one left turn lane, one shared left-through lane, one through lane and two right turn
lanes.

e On the east leg, the westbound Lockwood Drive appioach will be widened and the lanes
configured to provide two left turn lanes, one through lane and one right turn lane.

e With the addition of the northbound turning lane “previously discussed, the south leg,
northbound MD 650 approach will be configured as a single left turn lane, four through
lanes and an exclusive right turn lane. | '

¢ On the north leg, the southbound MD 650 left turn lane will be extended to provide a total
storage length of 400 feet, and an exclusive right turn lane will be added. Approximately
400 feet north of Lockwood Drive, an exclusive left turn lane will be provided in the
existing median of MD 650 to provide access to the White Oak Shopping Center.

US 29/MD 650 Interchange |

At the US 29/MD 650 interchange, the ramp from southbound US 29 to southbound MD 650 will
be reconstructed to provide additional weaving distance tof‘ the ramp from southbound MD 650 to
northbound US 29. In addition, two left turn lanes will be ihstalled for access from northbound MD
650 to southbound US 29. The ramp from northbound MD 650 to southbound US 29 will be

widened to two lanes at the entrance to accommodate both turn lanes. Of the four northbound lanes

continuing north from the Lockwood Drive intersection, the outside lane will become a lane-drop at
the northbound US 29 ramp. A new acceleration lane will be installed at the ramp from northbound
US 29 to northbound MD 650.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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Alternatives Considered
The alternatives considered are described in Section II1.E of this document, and include the No-
Build Alternative and one Build Alternative. The following discussion highlights the factors that

were considered in the decision of the Selected Alternative.

Alternative 1 — No-Build
The No-Build Alternative would not provide any significant improvements to MD 650 from Powder
Mill Road to north of US 29. Any improvements would occur as part of normal maintenance and

safety operations and would not measurably affect roadway capacity or address accident potential.

In addition, the No-Build Alternative is not designed to accommodate the increase in predicted
traffic for the 2025 analysis year. The predicted traffic vblume moving southbound in the morning
peak hour is 5,595 vehicles on the existing three through lanes and one left turn lane. It is
reasonable that carbon monoxide (CO) violations would exist in the No-Build Alternative for the

2025 analysis year.

Alternative 2 — Build Alternative
Alternative 2 involves outside widening of MD 650 to provide an additional northbound through
lane from Cresthaven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29. Alternative 2 also considers
intersection improvements at the following locations: |

e MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersectioﬁ

e MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection

‘e Relocated Michelson Road

e MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection

e US 29/MD 650 Interchange

Measures to Minimize Harm

The Selected Alternative will not require displacing any residential properties or community
facilities, including schools, healthcare facilities, emergency services, libraries, or places of
worship. A total of nine commercial properties would be impacted, with no commercial

displacements. The Selected Alternative would require a minor ﬁght-of—wéy (ROW) acquisition of

Finding of No Significant Impact
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0.07 acre and 0.14 acre of temporary easement from the Kingdbm Hall of Jehovah Witnesses. A
temporary construction easement of 0.01 acre and a slope easement of 0.01 acre from the Hillandale

Volunteer Fire Company would also be required.

The Selected Alternative would require ROW acquisition of 0.30 acre of commercial, 0.38 acre of
residential and 0.61 acre of the White Oak Shopping Center parking lot. The Selected Alternative
requires the net loss of 14 parking spaces at the White Oak Shopping Center (ten spaces at the north

end and four spaces at the south end), in order to improve access to the shopping center.

The Selected Alternative would require 7.48 acres of permanent ROW and 1.89 acres of temporary
easement to the golf course property, part of the Naval Ordnankze Laboratory (NOL) historic district.
In addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual easement will be rcquire;d for maintenance and access to two
proposed 6utfall pipes. Total ROW reQuirements with the Selected Altemative would be
épproximately 8.84 acres, the total includes the 7.48 acres of ROW.

Section 4(f) impacts will result not only from the roadway widening but also from the installation of
two stormwater management facilities. Permanent impacts would be necessary for construction of
the proposed roadway, roadway embankment and the stormwater management facilities and will
require SHA to acquire 7.48 of acres of ROW from the White Oak Golf Course. The following

minimization design techniques have been incorporated into SHA’s Selected Alternative:

» The design radii of Relocated Michelson Road were tightened to the maximum extent in order
to reduce impacts to the golf course.

+ The acceleration lane from Mahan Drive to northbound MD 650 was eliminated, thus reducing
Section 4(f) impacts.

 The right turn lane from the firehouse to Mahan Drive was shortened to minimum capacity,
which reduced Section 4(f) impacts.

« The proposed stormwater management facility south of Mahan Drive was shifted and modified

in shape to minimize impacts and to blend with the redesign plans of the golf course.

| Finding of No Significant Impact
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Standard measures to minimize sediment and erosion impacts and stormwater management will be
implemented. No wetland impacts are anticipated with the Selected Alternative. Complete
avoidance of waterways within the study area is not possible due to the construction of outfall pipes
for the two proposed stormwater management facilities. Preserving and protecting existing

vegetation wherever possible and using landscaping will minimize visual impacts.

Finding of No Significant Impact 35
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II. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT/COST COMPARISION OF
ALTERNATIVES

A. Summary of Environmental Impacts
A summary of environmental impacts is shown in Table 1. The No-Build Alternative is analyzed to
provide a baseline condition. The last column in the table presents the impacts and costs for SHA's
Selected Alternative. The Selected Alternative avoids and/or minimizes environmental impacts
wherever possible. The Selected Alternative is similar to Alternative 2 - Build Alternative
presented in the October 2002 Environmental Assessment (EA)/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation.
Since publication of the October 2002 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, there have been only
minor design changes to SHA's Selected Alternative. The proposed retaining wall to be constructed
at the White Oak Shopping Center has been re-designed. The previously proposed retaining wall
would have impacted an underground Potomac Electric Power Company (PEPCO) utility vault. To
minimize impacts to the utility vault, the retaining wall location was shifted and design
modifications were made to further minimize ROW impacts. Please refer to Table 1 for detailed

descriptions of impacts to the White Oak Shopping Center parking lot.

SHA's Selected Alternative would require 7.48 acres of ROW and 1.89 acres of temporary easement
from the White Oak Golf Course, part of the Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL) historic district. In
addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual easement will be required for maintenance and access to two
proposed outfall pipes. Permanent impacts would be necessary for construction of the proposed

roadway and the stormwater management facilities.

SHA's Selected Alternative would not impact any wetlands or Federal Emergency Management
Administration (FEMA) designated 100-year floodplains. The Selected Alternative would require
two stream crossings resulting in 93 linear feet of stream impacts. In addition, one-half acre of
woodland impacts would result from the Selected Alternative. Implementation of SHA's Selected
Alternative would not result in a violation of the 1-hour or 8-hour State and National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (S/NAAQS) for CO in the analysis years 2010 or 2025. The projected 2025
design-year noise levels indicate that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Noise
Abatement Criterion (67 dBA) is approached (66 dBA) or exceeded at five of the six Noise
Sensitive Areas (NSAs) associated with the Selected Alternative.

|
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No residential or commercial displacements would be required with SHA's Selected Alternative. A

total of 0.38 acre of residential and 0.30 acre of commercial ROW would be required with the

Selected Alternative. The Selected Alternative will also require a ROW acquisition of 0.07 acre
from the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses.

B. Cost Comparison of Alternatives

The costs for SHA's Selected Alternative are presented in Table 1. The total cost is estimated at
approximately $17.7 million, including $2.2 million for ROW, $1.5 million for engineering, and

$14.0 million for construction.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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Table 1
Summary of Impacts
, . Alternative 2
Alternative 1 (No-Build) (Selected Alternative)
RESOURCE CATEGORY UNIT Easements Easements
ROW ROW
Temp. | Slope Temp. | Slope | Perp.
SOCIO-ECONOMIC
Residential Acre 0 0 0 0.31 0.37 0 0.38
Commercial Acre 0 0 0 278 0.22 0 0.91
Shopping Center Parking Lot (White Acre 0 0 0 222 0.10 0 0.61
Oak Shopping Center)* 14 Parking Spaces
Undeveloped Acre 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Emergency Services (Hillandale Fire Acre 0 0 0 0.01 0.01 0 0
Department)
Religious Center (Jehovah Witnesses) Acre 0 0 0 0.14 0 0 0.07
SECTION 4(f) RESOURCE Acre
(White Oak Golf Course/ 0 0 0 1.89 0 0.48 7.48
NOL Historic District) ,
TOTAL ROW Requirements 0 5.13 0.60 0.48 8.84
Residential Displacements No. 0 0 0 0
C?mmercial Property Structural No. 0 0 0 0 0 0
Displacements
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Wetlands Acre 0 0
Stream Crossings No. 0 2
Stream Impacts L.F. 0 93
Floodplain Acre 0 0
Woodland Acre 0 0.5
CULTURAL RESOURCES
NR/NRE Historic Sites Impacted No. 0 | 0 1 (No Adverse Effect)
Archeological Sites Impacted No. 0 0
38 Residences 38 Residences
2 Churches 3 Churches
NOISE IMPACTS No. 1 Golf Course 1 Golf Course
1 Assisted Living Center 1 Assisted Living Center
N 02(:0'7’)’ g 32(:22; g 0 (8 hr, 2007) 0 (8 hr, 2025)
AIR QUALITY IMPACTS® No. 0 (1 hr, 2(1hr, 0 (1 hr, 2007) 0 (1 hr, 2025)
2007) 2025)
COST ESTIMATE
ROW $ 0 0 2,210,004
Engineering Costs $ 0 0 1,500,000
Construction Costs $ 0 0 13,963,398
TOTAL COSTS**# $ 0 0 17,673,402

b

With the exception of the White Oak Shopping Center, the impacts presented for SHA's Selected Alternative are the

same as those presented in the EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation. The impacts presented in the EA/Draft Section
4(f) Evaluation were 2.41, 0.11 and 0.65 acres for temporary easement, slope easement and ROW, respectively.
**  These numbers refer to violations of the State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards.
##% Costs have increased since submittal of the EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation. Costs as presented in the EA were
$2.21 million (ROW), $1.5 million (Engineering) and $12.96 million (construction), for a total of $16.67 million.
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III. SUMMARY OF ACTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Project Location

MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) is located in eastern Montgomery County near the
Montgomery/Prince George’s County line, and is a primary facility for north-south travel through
Montgomery County. The study area is located in White Oak, Maryland, just north of Washington
D.C., and extends along MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29 (Columbia Pike).
Mahan Drive is located in the center of the study area and provides the main access to the proposed
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) facility (Figure 1). Additional access will be provided via
Relocated Michelson Road.

B. Purpose and Need
Based on the Federal Functional Classification System, MD 650 and US 29 are each functionally
classified as other principal arterial highways and Powder Mill Road is functionally classified as a
minor arterial highway. MD 650 and US 29 are each classified as major highways according to the
Montgomery County Master Plan roadway designation. Both Lockwood Road (CO 109) and
Powder Mill Road (CO 104) are county roadways, designated as arterials in the master plan. The
master plan designates Schindler Drive as a primary residential road. The study area is entirely

within a designated Priority Funding Area (PFA) (Figure 2).

Transportation improvements along MD 650 are needed to accommodate additional highway traffic
and capacity needs. The project was initiated based on roadway transportation needs identified in
the General Services Administration’s (GSA) 1997 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)
since FDA's consolidation on the former US Naval Surface Weapons Center will (NSWC)
substantially contribute to the impact of traffic flow in this area. The following necessary
improvements were identified to mitigate traffic impacts associated with the FDA consolidation

(1997 FEIS):

e MD 650 at Michelson Road — These improvements include the addition of a turn lane along

northbound MD 650 into the site.

e MD 650 and Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive — These improvements include the addition of a

channelized turn lane into the site and extending the southbound turn lane on MD 650.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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e MD 650 at Lockwood Drive — These improvements include the widening of southbound

MD 650 to accommodate the turning movements of turn lanes from the east leg of Powder
Mill Road.

e MD 650 at Lockwood Drive — These improvements involve reconfiguring the intersection to

provide a turn lane on Lockwood Drive.

Additional traffic analyses [1998 Traffic Access Plan (GSA); Transportation Improvement
Feasibility Study (BMI, 1999); and Review of Transportation fmprovements along New Hampshire
Avenue (MD 650) (GSA, 2000)] were undertaken by Montgofnery County and GSA to determine
needed transportation roadway improvements to accommodate not only the FDA proposed
development, but also other future projected new development at other locations in the vicinity that
would add traffic to the MD 650 corridor. These studies concluded that selected intersections would
operate at an unacceptable level of service (LOS) with the proposed FDA consolidation and other

projected new development.

The purpose of this project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder
Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of US 29. In order to accommodate the additional
highway traffic and capacity needs associated with the FDA consolidation and other projected new
development, this study assesses the environmental impacts of the proposed transportation
improvements along MD 650. Provisions for improving circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and
from the proposed FDA facility are being considered to accommodate future development
associated with FDA's consolidation and the future employment of approximately 6,256 (2002 FDA
Master Plan) persons at this location. Adequate vehicular, pédestrian and bicycle access to existing

and planned activity centers, including commercial sites is also being considered.

L Traffic Conditions
Existing and Future Average Daily Traffic

Average daily traffic (ADT) volumes for existing conditions (2001) and No-Build years 2007 and
2025 are shown in Table 2. SHA Travel Forecasting Section provided traffic volume information.
The forecasts used in this project were based on previous forecasting efforts described in detail in the

Review of Transportation Improvements Along New Hampshire Avenue (GSA, 2000). Peak hour

Finding of No Significant Impact
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estimates of traffic accessing the FDA site are approximately 1,100 during the AM peak hour and
1,800 during the PM peak hour. This represents approximately 15 percent of the future peak hour

traffic and accounts for roughly one-third of the anticipated traffic growth in the study area.

Table 2
Average Dally Traﬂ“ ic (ADT)
o MD 650 (New Hampshlre Avenue)
" Average Daily Traffic (ADT)
Vehicles Per Day (vpd)
Intersection 2001 2007 2025
(Existing) (No-Build) (No-Build)
MD 650 @ US 29 48,900 54,050 72,950
MD 650 @ Lockwood Drive 53,250 58,700 78,750
MD 650 @ Michelson Road 53,250 58,700 78,750
MD 650 @ Northwest Drive 53,650 58,850 77,600
MD 650 @ McCeney Avenue, 53,650 58,850 717,600
MD 650 @ Schindler Road 53,400 59,300 81,050
IMD 650 @ Powder Mill Road 61,350 P 67,150 - 88,150
2. Levels of Services

The critical lane methodology was used at signalized intersections to determine the number of
conflicts at the intersection, known as the critical lane volume (CLV) and the ratio of that volume to
the intersections cépécity (v/c ratio). From this, the Level of Service (LOS) is determined. LOS is a
measure of congestion experienced by drivers and ranges from “A” (free flow with little or no
congestibn) to “F” (failure with stop-and-go conditions). LOS is normally computed for the peak
periods of the typical day, with LOS “D” (approaching unstable flow) or better generally considered
acceptable for highways in suburban areas. At LOS “E,” volumes are near or at the capacity of the
highway. LOS “F” represents conditions in which the capacity is exceeded resulting in operational
breakdowns with stop-and-go traffic and extremely long delays at signalized intersections. A table
summarizing the 2001, 2007 No-Build and 2025 No-Build critical lane analysis is included in Table
3.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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Table 3
Level of Service Analysis ‘
Location / Scenaﬁ6 AM P_eak Ho_ul': : : .PM Peak Hour .
LOS | wvic | CLv LOS ‘| Vv/IC | -CLV
MD 650 at Lockwood Road .~ | =~ N
Existing (2001) F 1.11 1770 F 1.22 1954
2007 No-Build F 1.43 2289 F 1.33 2125
2025 No-Build F 2.12 3394 F '2.02 3232
. - _ MD 650 at Schindler Road / Mahan Drive '
Existing (2001) E 1 0.94 1500 D 0.89 1423
2007 No Build F 1.12 1790 F 1.40 2239
2025 No Build F 1.61 2578 F 2.09 3341
MD 650 at Powder Mill Road CL T
Existing (2001) F 1.03 1654 F 1.04 1665
2007 No Build F 1.37 2197 F 1.33 2122
2025 No Build F 1.79 2863 F 1.93 3082

Analysis based on SHA critical lane volume methodology and volume and lane information provided by SHA.

C. Project History
MD 650 and associated improvements were initiated by SHA based on roadway transportation
needs identified in GSA's 1997 FEIS since _FDA‘s consolidatiqn will substantially contribute to the
impact of traffic flow in this area. Prior to the development of GSA’s 1997 FEIS, the MD 650
roadway improvements (from I-495 to the then-proposed Inter-County Connector (ICC)) were
identified in the 1997 White Oak Master Plan prepared by Montgomery County. The 1997 White
Oak Master Plan recommended widening MD 650 to a six lane divided highway between Randolph
Road and the then-proposed ICC. Additionally, sidewalk improvements were recommended along

MD 650 from I-495 to the then- proposed ICC.

The purpose of GSA’s 1997 FEIS was to describe the provision of new consolidated, state-of-the art
facilities for FDA at one location in Montgomery Couﬁty, Maryland. Various sections of GSA’s
1997 FEIS will be referenced throughout this document. The study area consisted solely of the

former NSWC property, located at the White Oak Federal Center.

GSA will be studying a northeast access road from Cherry Hill Road to the FDA facility.

Environmental impacts and cost estimates for this potential new access will be conducted as part of

Finding of No Significant Impact
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2

the overall FDA development plan. Traffic evaluations for the MD 650 project have been based on
the inclusion of this access entrance, however, the actual planning study will be undertaken by

others.

A series of LABQUEST Community Partnership (LABQUEST) and Landscaping Focus Group
meetings have been held since February 2000, along with three public meetings. The most recent
public meeting was an Informational Public Meeting (November 25, 2002) held to obtain
community input on the project. A discussion of the public involvement efforts for the MD 650

project is located in Chapter V, Summary of Public Involvement.

D. Master Plan Consistency and County Support
The MD 650 project is located entirely within the Montgomery County-Certified PFA. The
proposed transportation improvements are consistent with the 1997 White Oak Master Plan
recommendations for roadway and intersection improvements for MD 650. The goals of the MD
650 project are consistent with the goals of the 1997 White Oak Master Plan’s support for the FDA
facility. The goals of the MD 650 project are to:

1) make all necessary improvements to facilitate the in-flow and out-flow of the
approximately 4,000 cars expected to be used by FDA employees;

2) minimize congestion on MD 650 during peak traffic hours; and

3) preclude the use of Lockwood Drive, Schindler Drive and Northwest Drive as commuter
thoroughfares for FDA employees. '

Several future transportation improvements have been recommended by Maryland National Park and

Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) within the project area and are included in the 1997 White Oak

Master Plan. Transportation improvements anticipated in this plan included:

e US 29 - Improvements to US 29 will provide six general-purpose lanes plus acceleration
and deceleration lanes, with four lanes crossing the Patuxent River to the Howard
County line. SHA has started construction on two US 29 interchanges in Montgomery
County including the US 29/MD 198 and US 29/Randolph Road interchanges. The US
29/Briggs Chaney interchange is expected to begin construction in the winter of 2003.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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SHA is currently designing the following US 29 interchanges in Montgomery County;
Stuart Lane, Industrial Parkway/Tech Road, Musgrove Road/Fairland Road, Greencastle
Road and Blackburn Road are currently in the design phase.

e MD 650 - Study the potential to widen New Hampshire Avenue from four lanes to six
lanes at the US 29 interchange. ‘

e Lockwood Drive — Reaffirm classification of Lockwood Drive between US 29 and a
point 400 feet west of New Hampshire Avenue as an arterial road with a two-lane closed
section cross-section. This master plan recommendation was reaffirmed and Lockwood
Drive’s functional classification remains an arterial road (Personal Interview, February

2003).

Construction is funded for 700 feet of missing sidewalk links on the east side of
Lockwood Drive from US 29 to New Hampshire Avenue as part of a project providing
continuity of pedestrian facilities between University Boulevard and Prelude Drive. The
scope also includes construction of 3,300 feet of sidewalk on the west side of US 29
where feasible. The project includes the construction of retaining walls to reduce the
impacts to properties adjacent to the public ROW. This project was completed in Fall
2001 (Personal Interview, February 2003).

e Powder Mill Road — From New Hampshire Avenue to the Prince George’s County line,
sidewalk and bikeway improvements are recommended. None of the recommended
improvements have been funded at this time (Personal Interview, February 2003).

The MD 650 project involves adding double left turn lanes from MD 650 onto US 29 to alleviate
congestion. It also involves widening Lockwood Drive to allow for double left turn lanes. The
areas of proposed improvements are consistent with those areas mentioned for improvement in the

1997 White Oak Master Plan.

E. Alternatives Considered
1.  Preliminary Alternatives

Refer to the 1999 BMI Report for details of this preliminary concept (Figure 3). The preliminary
concept included intersection improvements at the following locations in the MD 650 corridor:

e MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection

e MD 650/Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection

e MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road/Northwest Drive Intersection

e MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection

e Ramp to Southbound US 29/MD 650 Intersection

Finding of No Significant Impact
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Because these intersection improvements involved closely spaced intersections, it was determined
that traffic operations between Chalmers Road and the MD 650/US 29 interchange were best
addressed by the addition of a northbound lane through that part of the corridor.

The report titled 2000 Review of Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 recommended minor
changes to the improvements proposed in the 1999 BMI Report at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive
intersection. None of the improvements recommended in the 2000 Review of Transportation
Improvements Along MD 650 were carried into final design due to community opposition. Local
citizens expressed concern that these recommended improvements would encourage through traffic
to use local residential streets as alternate routes. Improvements recommended in the 1999 BMI
Report were used except for the westbound Lockwood Drive approach, which was revised based on
community input and updated traffic calculations. Two left turn lanes, one through lane and one
right turn lane were carried into final design for the westbound Lockwood Drive approach to MD
650.

The 2000 Review of Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 also recommended minor
changes to the westbound approach at the MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road/Northwest Drive
intersection. The improvements to this approach carried into final design included modification
from one left turn lane and one right turn lane (BMI, 1999) to two left turn lanes and one right turn
lane (GSA, 2000).

2.  Selected Alternative
Since the publication of the October 2002 MD 650 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, there have
been only minor design changes to SHA's Selected Alternative. In addition, the MD 650 project
also now proposes to resurface the entire MD 650 Roadway from Powder Mill Road to North of US

29. This additional resurfacing will not result in any new impacts since it is on existing roadway.

The proposed retaining wall to be constructed at the White Oak Shopping Center has been re-
designed because the previously proposed retaining wall would have impacted an underground

PEPCO utility vault. To minimize impacts to the utility vault, the retaining wall location was
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shifted and design modifications were made to further minimize ROW impacts. ROW requirements
at the White Oak Shopping Center decreased from 0.65 acre to 0.61, témporary easement decreased

from 2.41 acres to 2.22 acres and slope easement from 0.11 acre to 0.10 (Table 1).

The October 2002 MD 650 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation stated that, as one of its transportation
management strategies, the March 2002 Transportation Managemeht Plan (TMP) for the FDA
Consolidation identified a goal of developing a program to increase the Average Vehicle
Occupancy (AVO) to 1.5 persons per vehicle. Further coordination with GSA has revealed that the
National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) did not approve the 1.5 persons per vehicle.
Currently, the NCPC has approved the parking ratio of 1:2 (one parking space for two employees)
and requires that NCPC review the parking ratio as the facility is constructed and the parking habits
of FDA employees are observed. Many of the emp]oyees work odd and long hours so car-pooling
is difficult. Also, there is limited public transportation to the site. GSA and its traffic consultant
anticipate that more parking may be needed than what has been approved, as they predict a ratio of
1.2:2 (1.2 parking spaces for two employees).
1

SHA's Selected Alternative involves outside widening of MD 630 to provide an additional
northbound through lane from Cresthaven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29 (Figure 4). The
typical section for the Selected Alternative is shown in Figure 5. The Selected Alternative includes

intersection improvements at the following locations:

e MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection
e MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection

¢ Relocated Michelson Road

e MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection

e MD 650/US 29 Interchange

Finding of No Significant Impact
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MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection

At the MD 650/Powder Mill Road intersection, the northbound left turn lane will be lengthened 175
feet by reducing the median width in this area. The east leg of the intersection will be widened to
the south of Powder Mill Road and the westbound lanes configured to provide two left turn lanes,
one shared left-through lane and one exclusive right turn lane. A raised median will be added

between the westbound lanes and the two eastbound lanes to provide a pedestrian refuge area.

MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection

In addition to the northbound through lane added to MD 650, a northbound right turn lane will be
added at the MD 650/Mahan Drive intersection. A double left turn lane from southbound MD 650
to Mahan Drive will also be added. Mahan Drive will be seven lanes wide and will be widened to
provide three eastbound lanes and four westbound lanes, configured as two left turn lanes, one
shared left through lane and one exclusive right turn lane. A grass median will be provided on
Mahan Drive for pedestrian refuge. SHA will only be improving MD 650 and allowing for turning

movements into/out of Mahan Drive. Improvements to Mahan Drive will be constructed by others.

MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road

Under SHA's Selected Alternative, Michelson Road will be relocated to a location across from
Northwest Drive, approximately 550 feet south of its current intersection location. Two left turn
lanes will be added to MD 650 to accommodate southbound left turns to Relocated Michelson
Road. Relocated Michelson Road will be five lanes wide and will consist of two eastbound lanes
and three westbound lanes (two left turn lanes and one right turn lane) with a grass median for
pedestrian refuge. SHA will only be improving MD 650 and allowing for turning movements

into/out of Relocated Michelson Road. Relocated Michelson Road will be constructed by others.

MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection
SHA's Selected Alternative involves improvements to all approaches at the MD650/Lockwood

Drive intersection:

e On the west leg, the eastbound approach will be widened and the lanes configured to
provide one left turn lane, one shared left-through lane, one through lane and two right turn
lanes.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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e On the east leg, the westbound Lockwood Drive approach will be widened and the lanes
configured to provide two left turn lanes, one through lane and one right turn lane.

e With the addition of the northbound turning lane previously discussed, the south leg,
northbound MD 650 approach will be configured as a single left turn lane, four through
lanes, and an exclusive right turn lane.

e On the north leg, the southbound MD 650 left turn lane will be extended to provide a total
storage length of 400 feet, and an exclusive right turn lane will be added. Approximately
400 feet north of Lockwood Drive, an exclusive left turn lane will be provided in the
existing median of southbound MD 650 to provide access to the White Oak Shopping
Center.

US 29/MD 650 Interchange ‘
At the US 29/MD 650 interchange, the ramp from southbound US 29 to southbound MD 650 will
be reconstructed to provide additional weaving distance on MD 650‘ to the ramp from southbound
MD 650 to northbound US 29. Under Alternative 2, two left turn lanes will be installed for access
from northbound MD 650 to southbound US 29. The ramp from MD 650 to southbound US 29 will
be widened to two lanes at the entrance to accommodate both turn lanes. Of the four northbound
lanes continuing north from the Lockwood Drive intersection, the outside lane will become a lane-
drop at the northbound US 29 ramp. A new acceleration lane will i)e installed at the ramp from

northbound US 29 to northbound MD 650.

F. Environmental Consequences of SHA's Selected Alternative
Environmental impacts that would result from SHA's Selected Alternative are shown on Figure 4

and summarized below. Refer to Table 1 for a summary of all environmental impacts.

1. Social Impacts
a. Displacements/Property Impacts

SHA's Selected Alternative would not displace any residential properties or community facilities.
The Selected Alternative requires the net loss of 14 parking spaces at the White Oak Shopping
Center (ten spaces at the north end and four spaces at the south end), in order to improve access to
the shopping center. The Selected Alternative would also require ROW acquisition of 0.30 acre of

commercial, 0.38 acre of residential and 0.61 acre of the White Oak Shopping Center parking lot.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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Total ROW requirements with SHA's Selected Alternative would be approximately 8.84 acres. This
includes 7.48 acres of ROW from the White Oak Golf Course.

b. Disruptions of Neichborhoods and Communities

SHA's Selected Alternative would not disrupt any neighborhoods or communities within the study
area. The Selected Alternative would not divide or disrupt existing cohesiveness of communities,
and would maintain all existing access for residences in neighborhoods and communities in the

study area.

c. ___Environmental Justice Inventory

Executive Order (EO) 12898 “Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority and
Low-Income Populations” was signed on February 11, 1994. The EO requires the assessment of
disproportionately high adverse human health and environmental impacts on minority and low-
income populations resulting for proposed federal actions. The EO reaffirms the provisions of Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes, emphasizing the incorporation of those
provisions with existing planning and environmental processes. Title VI requires federal agencies
to ensure that their programs, policies and activities do not have the effect of excluding populations
from the benefits of the project, or subjecting persons and populations to discrimination based on
race, color or national origin. EO 12898 adds low-income to the list of populations which should be
investigated to ensure that they are not excluded from the benefits of the project or subjected to

discrimination caused by federal programs, policies and activities.

In compliance with federal guidelines on environmental justice, SHA identified low-income or
minority persons that live within geographic proximity of SHA's Selected Alternative.
Identification of low-income and minority populations was based on existing census demographics,
field research and correspondence with local planning officials. Areas of known environmental

justice populations are within the study area but well outside the Selected Alternative’s ROW.

Low-Income Population — Low-income is identified as a person whose median household income
is at or below the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) poverty guidelines. The
poverty guidelines issued by the DHHS are abstracted from the original poverty thresholds updated
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each year by the United States Census Bureau. Examination of census tract data shows that the
average household income from the study area is higher than the DHHS poverty guidelines for the
year 1999 (AGS — Census Tract Summary, 1999). The median household income for the study area
is $81,438. This is in comparison to Montgomery County’s median household income of $70,794

(2000 Census).

Holly Hall, a rental apartment facility for the elderly, is located near the Hillandale community and
is operated by the Housing Opportunities Commission. This facility was identified as a low-
income, elderly population at a public meeting held on Septémber 10, 2001 at the Child
Center/Hillandale Center/Inwood House (CHI) and is discussed in the 1997 White Oak Master
Plan. Refer to Section V.E for more detail on the September 2001 meeting. Though not consistent
with the EO requirements, M-NCPPC verified that this facility should be considered a low-income
population compared to the rest of Montgomery County (see Record of Conversation, Bill Barron,
Appendix C). Holly Hall is within the study area, but well outside the Selected Alternative’s ROW.
SHA requested residents of the community to attend the November 25, 2002 Informational Public
Meeting. SHA contacted a Holly Hall representative prior to this meeting so that residents were
notified in advance and encouraged to attend (see Record of Conversation, Vanessa Floyd,
Appendix C). An additional outreach meeting was held on January 22, 2003 with residents from
Holly Hall. SHA representatives provided a presentation to Holly Hall residents to obtain input
from the community on the proposed improvements (see January 22, 2003 Holly Hall Community
Meeting Minutes and Follow-Up Letter, Appendix C). General comments included topics such as

vehicles making U-turns at Powder Mill Road, truck turn-around traffic into Holly Hall, access to

MD 650 from the Holly Hall facility, signalization, pedestrian safety ‘and bus access.

Minority Population — The racial and ethnic makeup of the study area reveals the presence of a
minority population. The minority population of the census tract shows a higher percentage (43
percent African-American and 14 percent Hispanic) of minority persons found within the census
tracts in comparison to surrounding areas within the county. Minority persons were identified as
Black (African-American origin), Hispanic, Asian American, American Indian and Alaskan Native.

Areas of known minority populations are within the study area but located well outside the Selected

Alternative’s ROW.
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Approximately 77 percent of the study area populations are a race other than white. This is in
comparison to 47 percent of the county population being a race other than white. Persons of
African-American race make up 43 percent of the study area compared to 15 percent of the
population countywide, which is almost three times that of Montgomery County. The Hispanic
ethnic origin also constitutes 14 percent of the study area population, in coml;arison to the 12

percent of the total County population.

The local M-NCPPC planner for the White Oak Planning Area was contacted regarding the
identification of potential environmental justice communities. The M-NCPPC planner identified
the White Oak Apartments as a minority and low-income community. The White Oak Apartments
are located behind the White Oak Shopping Center on both sides of Lockwood Drive (see Record
of Conversation, Bill Barron, Appendix C). This community, as a whole, is referred to by
Montgomery County as the April/Stuart Lane Community, and is occasionally called the Garden
Apartments. These apartments consist of several three-story buildings, and have both African-
American and Hispanic populations, with the majority of the population being Hispanic. As the
April/Stuart Lane Community includes the White Oak Apartments, this community is partially
within the study area, but well outside the Selected Alternative’s ROW. SHA requested residents of
the community to attend the November 25, 2002 Informational Public Meeting. SHA contacted a
White Oak Apartment representative prior to this meeting so that residents were notified in advance
and encouraged to attend. SHA also offered to meet separately with residents of the White Oak
Apartments community. The Property Manager from the community indicated that she would
contact SHA if there was enough interest from residents (see Record of Conversation and Follow-
up Letter, Michele Schively, Appendix C). No additional contact with SHA was made from the
White Oak Apartments.

An investigation into the characteristics of the individuals affected by the proposed roadway
improvements found that there would not be a disproportionate impact to low or minority

populations.

Finding of No Significant Impact

29



MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 SM

¥

d. Summary of SHA’s Equal Opportunity Program/Title VI Statement

It is the policy of SHA to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and related civil rights laws and regulations which prohibit discrimination on the
grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, age, religion, physical or mental handicap or sexual
orientation in all SHA projects funded in whole or in part by FHWA. The SHA will not
discriminate in highway planning, design, construction, the acquisition of ROW, or the provision of

relocating advisory assistance.

€. Relocation Assistance Program

Relocation of any individuals, families or businesses displaced by this project would be
accomplished in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970 as amended by the Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance
Act of 1987 and could be affected in a timely and humane fashion. In the event comparable
replacement housing is not available for displaced persons or available replacement housing is
beyond their financial means, replacement “housing as a last resort” will be utilized to accomplish

the rehousing.

f. Effects on Parks and Recreational Facilities
SHA's Selected Alternative would not impact any parks within the study area. The Selected
Alternative would impact one public recreational facility, the White |Oak Golf Course (Figure 4),
which is owned by GSA but used and operated by M-NCPPC. The White Oak Golf Course is also
a contributing element in the NOL Historic District. The Selected Alternative would require 7.48
acres of ROW, 1.89 acres of temporary easement and 0.48 acre of perpetual easement from the golf
course property. Please refer to Chapter 1V, Final Section 4(f) Evaluation, for a detailed

description of ‘the White Oak Golf Course and impacts associated with the Selected Alternative.

g Effects on Community Facilities and Services

SHA's Selected Alternative would not displace any schools, healthcare facilities, emergency
services, libraries or places of worship. In addition, the Selected Alternative would not require any
ROW acquisition from schools or healthcare facilities. A temporary easement would be required

from one emergency service facility, the Hillandale Volunteer Fire Company. In addition, a minor
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ROW acquisition of 0.07 acre and 0.14 acre of temporary easement would be required from one
place of worship, the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses. This acquisition will not impact

access/egress from the property or impact any parking areas.

SHA's Selected Alternative would require a temporary construction easement of 0.01 acre and a
slope easement of 0.01 acre from the Hillandale Volunteer Fire Company. This temporary impact
will not disturb emergency service operations, such as access/egress from the facility, or interrupt
the normal operation of the unit. The Selected Alternative is designed to alleviate congestion and is
anticipated to improve accessibility for emergency services. Coordination with the Montgomery
County Fire and Rescue Service (F&R) and the Montgomery County Department of Police (DOP)

was necessary to determine the effect on emergency service and response time (January 15, 2002).

The DOP does not foresee any negative impacts from the improvements proposed in the Selected

Alternative, and responded that the proposed changes should result in improved traffic flow

throughout the area.

SHA has also received a response from the F&R (February 25, 2002). The F&R would like to
ensure the following (SHA responses to address these comments are enclosed in parentheses after
each Division comment):

e Refuge areas for motorists to move while apparatus is passing during emergency response.
(By adding lanes, SHA would provide additional room available for passing emergency
vehicles);

e Advance notification of construction start and stop dates, and other benchmark events which
may cause additional congestion and lane closures (The current schedule shows a Notice to
Proceed date in late Summer 2003 with approximately two years for construction. As this
date approaches, the event dates will be verified and checked regularly with the District 3
Construction Engineer);

e Apparatus egress, both northbound and southbound, will be maintained for Fire Station 12,
including signal control (The Limit of Work is currently just north of the Fire Station, and
there should not be any disruption to egress. The signal will function as it does today. SHA
is currently reconstructing the Fire Station signal at MD 650 under a separate contract);
and

« Signal control or another type of control to prevent motorists from cutting across all lanes of

New Hampshire Avenue to access Northwest Drive from relocated Michelson Road.
Northwest Drive provides a short cut to Lockwood Drive and US Route 29 and the Fire and
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Rescue Division believes that not controlling the intersection will result in an increase in
vehicle crashes and pedestrians being struck. (There will be a new signal installed at this

intersection)

h. Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) and Const[‘ uction Detours

To minimize the disruption of traffic during construction, existing t“ravel lanes will be maintained to
the greatest extent possible, with required lane closures permitted only during off-peak travel
periods. Access to adjacent businesses will be maintained through all construction phases by
providing driveway connections to the current construction phase through lanes. Drnveways and
side streets will be overlayed or rebuilt as necessary to match the proposed MD 650 pavement

elevations.

Reconstruction of ramps at the US 29/MD 650 interchange will require closure of the ramps and
detours of ramp traffic. Ramp closures will only be permitted duﬁng overnight periods to avoid
significant impact to interchange operations and congestion on the detour route. All detours will be
carefully marked and portable variable message signs will be used to provide at least 72 hours

notice of the anticipated ramp closure.

i. Effects on Visual Quality

Proposed streetscape improvements along MD 650 include the addition of plant material, sidewalks,
‘bicycle paths, fences terminating in brick piers and planted medians, which will complement the
improved travel lanes of the highway itself. The sidewalks and bicycle paths will be installed with

appropriate ramps and landings to make the design handicap accessible and ADA compliant.

New four-feet wide sidewalks are proposed at the north end and the south end of the project study
area; from north of the US 29 overpass to Lockwood Drive (along MD 650) and along the
westbound side of Powder Mill Road, which allows for continuous pedestrian movement along MD
650 and Powder Mill Road within the project limits. Medians planted with flowering trees, shade
trees and sod are proposed between the northbound and southbound traffic lanes on MD 650,
providing enhanced safety as they assist in directing movement of “vehicular traffic. Landscape
treatments along both sides of the road, beyond the sidewalks, supplement existing vegetation and
add variety, seasonal color and interest to the roadside plantings. The medians separating north and

southbound traffic on MD 650 from the bridge at US 29 to the median break ending at the existing
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Michelson Road will be given special landscape treatment to deter pedestrian crossings at locations
other than intersections with striped cross walks. In addition to the thorny, flowering shrubs
proposed in the medians, a 3.5-feet high ornamental fence is also proposed. The visual quality of
the medians separating southbound MD 650 from the bridge at US 29 will be greatly improved with
the installation of these additional landscape features. A three to five-feet wide grass strip planted
with street trees is proposed between the proposed bicycle path and MD 650, which will provide a

visual buffer between vehicular and bicycle/pedestrian traffic.

Street tree plantings are proposed along the golf course between the bikeway and MD 650 with
additional plantings located behind the bikeway. An eight-foot high fence is also proposed along
the perimeter of the golf course between Michelson Road and Mahan Drive. Mahan Drive (to be
constructed by others) will be improved with landscaping for seasonal interest and color to enhance
the gateway entry feature. South of Mahan Drive, an eight-foot high fence is proposed along the
perimeter of the golf course. Buffer planting including shade trees, flowering trees and shrub beds
is also proposed along this fence line to create more of a naturalized setting for the golf course and
to provide a buffer from MD 650. The proposed bikeway and street tree plantings, between the

bikeway and MD 650, continue south to the end of the project limits.

A planted median is located between MD 650 and the service road to the west. The existing
vegetation in this median is proposed for removal and will be replaced with a variety of plant
materials that will be easier to maintain, increase the buffer and provide color and seasonal interest.
The plantings within this median, which includes shade trees, flowering trees, shrubs and perennial
beds, has been carefully designed to allow for safe movement in and out of the development by

ensuring clear lines of sight at the intersections.

The proposed landscape and streetscape improvements along MD 650 will result in a well-designed,
aesthetically pleasing project that ensures safe and efficient movement for pedestrians, cyclists and
vehicular traffic throughout the project site while enhancing the setting for residents and patrons of

the golf course and other businesses in the area.
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2. Economic Impacts

a. Effects on Existing Businesses

No commercial displacements will result from SHA's Selected Alternative. A total of 0.91 acre of
ROW would be required from a total of nine commercial properties. Three of these commercial

properties contain multiple businesses.

The following businesses would be impacted:

¢ Exxon Corporation (Powder Mill Road) e Hardware City

e  White Oak Shopping Center I, II, IIT e Shell ‘

e White Oak Professional Building e Exxon Cc;rporation (Lockwood Drive)

e Hillandale Shopping Center I e George Meany Center for Labor Studies

e PEPCO

It is anticipated that the overall operation of the impacted commercial properties would not be
affected. In general, the ROW requirements would occur as minor sliver takings. With the
exception of one commercial property, the White Oak Shopping Center, SHA's Selected Alternative
would not impact parking spaces. The Selected Alternative would alsb change access to the White
Oak Shopping Center. In order to improve access to the White Oak Shopping Center, the Selected
Alternative would require the acquisition of 0.61 acre of permanent“ ROW and a net loss of 14
parking spaces at the shopping center (ten spaces at the north end and four spaces at the south end).
From the north, an exclusive left turn lane from southbound MD 650 would allow direct access to
the reconfigured entrance into White Oak Shopping Center. From the‘l south, traveling northbound
on MD 650, two additional lanes would improve access to the reconfigured entrance of the

shopping center.
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3. Land Use Impacts
The study area consists predominately of mixed residential and institutional land uses (Figure 6).
The Milestone Drive Properties, which was previously listed as vacant in the 1997 White Oak
Master Plan has since been developed into a mixed residential community. The majority of the
commercial land use is located adjacent to Lockwood Drive and Powder Mill Road. There are
minor amounts of land use consisting of parkland/open space and industrial located within the study
area. Please refer to Section 3.2.1 (pg. 3-43 through 3-48) of GSA’s 1997 FEIS for further
information on existing land use within and surrounding the study area. Statewide Smart Growth
Initiatives formally took effect on October 1, 1998. The intent of Maryland’s Smart Growth Act of
1997 is to direct State funding for growth-related projects to areas designated by local jurisdictions
as' Priority Funding Areas (PFAs). PFAs are existing communities and other locally designated
areas as determined by local jurisdictions in accordance with Smart Growth Guidelines. The entire

study area falls within the PFA therefore, this project is consistent with Smart Growth.

Since the publication of the October 2002 MD 650 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, additional
coordination has revealed that the focus of transit studies has changed in the White Oak area.
Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPW&T) completed a two-
year study to determine the feasibility of locating a transit center in the White Oak Shopping Center.
The study expanded on the 1997 White Oak Master Plan recommendation to look at other
potentially feasible transit center locations in the White Oak area. The prototype for technical
analysis as the study began was a facility with 500 parking spaces and six bus bays. As the study
progressed, a decision was made by Montgomery County DPW&T to delay the long-term transit
study, including the potential for a large-scale transit center at the White Oak Shopping Center.
Montgomery County DPW&T focused on short-term improvements instead, specifically
improvements to heavily used bus stops in the vicinity of MD 650 and Lockwood Drive. The final
study report presents a proposed facility program for the bus stop improvements. Bus pads will be
installed on New Hampshire Avenue at Lockwood Drive (east and west sides, north of Lockwood
Drive). According to Montgomery County DPW&T, there are no immediate plans to reinitiate the

White Oak/Hillandale Transit Center study (see Record of Coordination, Rob Klein, Appendix D).
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FIGURE 6
Existing and Future (2020) Land Use
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4. Cultural Resources

a. Historic Sites
NOL Historic District

Located on the east side of MD 650 at 10901 New Hampshire Avenue, the NOL Historic District is
approximately 1.15 miles north of the Capital Beltway (I-495) and 0.75 mile south of US 29 and
encompasses 732 acres. The district includes 372 contributing resources as well as a golf course
that serves as a buffer along the western and southern borders of the district. The NOL Historic
District is the only historic property within the area of potential effects (APE). There are no
contributing buildings located within the APE.

SHA's Selected Alternative would require 7.48 acres of permanent ROW and 1.89 acres of
temporary easement from the White Oak Golf Course, part of the NOL Historic District. In
addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual easement would be required for maintenance and access to two
proposed outfall pipes. Permanent ROW impacts would be necessary for construction of the
proposed roadway and the Storm Watér Management (SWM) facilities. The proposed roadway
improvements would require impacting the existing golf course layout, including removal of

fairways and changes to course circulation.

SHA's Selected Alternative would temporarily impact 1.89 acres of the golf course property for
construction access. SHA determined that the impacts would have no adverse effect on the NOL
Historic District. The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurred with this determination

on January 14, 2002.

b. _ Archeological Sites

No National Register eligible archeological sites would be impacted by SHA's Selected Alternative.
The SHPO concurred with this finding on January 14, 2002. Please refer to Chapter VI, Other

Agency Correspondence.
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5. Natural Environment/Ecological Conditions

a. _ Topography and Geology

SHA's Selected Alternative would affect existing topography in the study area. Earth fill to support
new road and road embankments would be necessary for the expansioh of MD 650. Less
substantial earth cut and fill would be necessary for grading and widening associated with the
intersections at Powder Mill Road, Lockwood Drive and the US 29 interchange. Soil will have to
be removed for the construction of SWM best management practices (BMP). The top bank of the

SWM facility would be built level with existing grade.

No unique geologic features or economically important mineral deposits would be affected by the

Selected Alternative.

b. Soils
1. Erosion and Sedimentation ‘
Construction of SHA's Selected Alternative would affect soils, especially by erosion and subsequent
sedimentation during the construction phase. Such erosion would primarily be caused by removal
of existing vegetation and placement of unvegetated fill leading to increased exposure of soils to
weather and runoff potential. Sedimentation may increase slightly as soil becomes disturbed and
subsequently erodes. Several structural, vegetative and operational methods would be used together

to decrease erosion effects during construction. These control measures may include:

¢ conducting work during drier seasons (i.e. autumn and early winter),

e seeding, sodding and stabilizing slopes as soon as possible to minimize the time of area
exposure,

e stabilizing ditches at the tops of cuts and at the bottoms of fill slopes before evacuation and
formation of embankments,

e proper use of sediment traps, silt fences, slope drains, water holding areas and other control
measures, and

e use of diversion dikes, mulches, netting, energy dissipaters and other physical erosion controls
on slopes where vegetation cannot be supported.

|Finding of No Significant Impact
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A grading plan and sediment and erosion control plan will be prepared and implemented in
accordance with Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) regulations. The grading and
sediment control plans will minimize the potential for impacts to water quality from erosion and
sedimentation. Proper implementation of the control plans will help prevent any erosion that would
occur during and after construction. Furthermore, temporary and permanent controls are reviewed

and approved by MDE prior to initiation of work. Measures to prevent erosion in highly susceptible

areas (i.e., steep slopes) are included in the control plans when necessary.

¢. Water Resources

1. Surface Water and Groundwater
The study area generally lies on the divide between the Paint Branch watershed to the east and the
Northwest Branch watershed to the west. Both watersheds are within the Washington Metropolitan
drainage basin. Paint Branch and its tributaries are classified as Use III (Natural Trout) waters
above the Capital Beltway. Northwest Branch and tributaries are Use IV streams (please refer to
Chapter VI, Other Agency Correspondence). An intermittent stream (a tributary of Paint Branch)
generally bisects the White Oak Golf Course and drains from north to south. In-stream work is
prohibited in Use III streams from October 1* to April 30™ of any given year (MDE, COMAR
26.08.02). There are no perennial streams in the study area. Waterways draining to both Paint

Branch and Northwest Branch are tributaries to the Anacostia River, a State Scenic and Wild River.

SHA's Selected Alternative would require the construction of one outfall pipe for each of the two
proposed SWM facilities. The outfall pipes would provide drainage east from the facilities through
the golf course property and outfall into a small waterway also located on golf course property in
the event of a 100 year storm event. The Selected Alternative adds 5.08 acres of impervious area.
Both SWM ponds combined treat 12.28 acres of impervious area. Both SWM ponds are designed
with 12-hour detention periods for the one year storm event (Final Stormwater Management Report

2002).
SHA's Selected Alternative would not affect aquifer formations or the level of the groundwater
table because local aquifers are recharged by precipitation throughout the study area. In general,

fluctuations of the groundwater level depend upon precipitation amounts and temperature.
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The Selected Alternative has limited potential for groundwater contamination from roadway runoff
due to the fact that there are closed drainage systems throughout the study area. Possible pollutants
include engine oil, brake lining, coolant, rubber and road salt. The impacts are limited spatially by
the natural processes of the soil, so there should be less effect farther from the roadway.

SHA's Selected Alternative would increase impervious areas by approximately 5.1 acres. To
minimize adverse effects from road wash, stormwater BMPs would be strictly followed to comply
with MDE standards. All runoff in the drainage area of Relocated Michelson Road and the
additional right turn lane added by the Selected Alternative will pass through one of the SWM
facilities before evaporation or discharge into the intermittent stream. Speéiﬁc measures to reduce
runoff include adherence to erosion and sediment control procedures, veéetating and stabilizing

exposed soil.

d. Ecological Effects
1. Waterways/Wetlands

SHA's Selected Alternative would impact 43 linear feet of stream from Waterway A and 50 linear

feet from Waterway B, for a total of 93 linear feet of stream impact. Stream impacts would be
required for the installation of SWM outfall pipes. The Selected Alternative would not impact
Waterway D. In addition, no wetland impacts are anticipated with the Selected Alternative. Please
refer to Figure 4 waterway and wetland locations within the study area, and Table 1 for a

description of impacts to the waterways/wetlands in the study area.

2. Terrestrial Habitat/Wildlife
SHA's Selected Alternative would have minimal permanent effects upbn a small area of pervious
ground on the White Oak Golf Course. This existing area does not provide substantial wildlife
habitat because it is not large enough to be a wildlife corridor or Forest Interior Dwelling Species
(FIDS) habitat, it is maintained turf or forest as part of the golf course and it provides little use as
food, cover or nesting area for native wildlife. The Selected Alternative would impact one-half acre
of forest for the construction of the outfall pipe from the SWM facility south of Mahan Drive. This
area would be able to revert to forest, but some existing trees may be subject to removal or root
pruning. The remainder of the affected terrestrial habitat is already urbanized and serves limited

use as native wildlife habitat.
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Large trees were defined as those trees having a diameter at breast height (DBH) equal to or greater
than 24 inches and in good health. Significant trees were defined as those trees having a DBH equal
to or greater than 75 percent of the DBH of the current state champion for that particular species.
Ten large trees and no significant trees were identified within the study area (Table 4). The
construction of the bikeway and sidewalk would impact four red oaks (Quercus rubra) and one
black cherry (Prunus serotina). The fill associated with the road embankment would impact one
34-inch tulip poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) and the 30-inch sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciflua).
The stormwater outfall pipe from the southern SWM facility would impact one 32-inch tulip poplar
associated with the forest stand on the golf course. Table 4 lists the large trees and describes the

impacts from the Selected Alternative. Please refer to Figure 4 for locations of the large trees.

Table 4
Large Trees

Common Name Scientific Name Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) Impact
Red Oak Quercus rubra 307 Root prune
Red Oak Quercus rubra 327 Removal
Red Oak Quercus rubra 347 Removal
Red Oak Quercus rubra 37 Root prune
Black Cherry Prunus serotina 39” Removal
Tulip Poplar* Liriodendron tulipifera 32 Removal
Tulip Poplar Liriodendron tulipifera 34 Removal
Sweet Gum Liquidambar styraciflua 307 Root prune
Willow Oak Quercus phellos 40” Not impacted
Willow Oak Quercus phellos 477 Not impacted

* Within a forest stand

Per Natural Resources Article 5-103, "Reforestation Law," adoptéd 1989, amended 1990 and 1991,

the construction of a highway by a unit of the state:

1. May cut or clear only the minimum number of trees and other woody plants that are necessary
and consistent with sound design practices, and

2. Shall make every reasonable effort to minimize the cutting or clearing of trees and other woody
plants.

The Maryland Reforestation Law requires the minimizing of forest clearing, replacement of

removed wooded areas or contributions to a reforestation fund if forested areas are taken. Every

effort will be made to minimize the impacts within the project area. All highway construction

projects utilizing $1 or more of State funding must perform mitigation for forest impacts. Forest

mitigation is required for any State project that requires one or more acre of impact. SHA's

Selected Alternative would impact 0.5 acre of woodlands. Therefore, no reforestation mitigation is

required under the Maryland Reforestation Aét.
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The Selected Alternative will impact eight individual trees. This will require SHA to submit a

“Roadside Tree Permit” in compliance with the Maryland Reforestation Law. Impacted roadside
trees can be defined as plants that have woody stem or trunk that grow all, or in part, within the
ROW of a public road per “Natural Resources Article 5-103, the Reforestation Law” (Maryland
DNR Forest Service). SHA will submit a Roadside Tree Permit to DNR Forest Service.

3. Aquatic Wildlife/Habitat
SHA's Selected Alternative would propose the construction of two SWM outfall pipes that will
discharge into the Waterways A and B. The quality of storm water discharged would not have any
adverse effects on the existing water quality. The Selected Alternative would not impact vegetated
wetlands. The Selected Alternative would have no adverse effect on water quality or aquatic

habitat, and would therefore have no adverse impact on aquatic wildlife.

4. Endangered and Threatened Species
Coordination with the DNR and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) indicated
that no known federal or state, rare, threatened or endangered (RTE) species were identified within

the study area. Therefore, none would be affected by SHA's Selected Alternative.

6. Noise
Six Noise Sensitive Areas (NSAs), were identified in the study corridor. A total of 41 receptors
were identified to represent noise sensitive land uses within the six NSAs. The location of these
NSAs and receptor locations are shown on F igure 7. The projected 2025 design-year noise levels
indicate that the FHWA Noise Abatement Criterion (67dBA) is approached (66dBA) or exceeded at
five of the six NSAs associated with SHA's Selected Alternative. Sound barriers are not feasible or

reasonable at the six NSAs due to the following reasons:

e SHA'’s vehicular/pedestrian access and no-build vs. build relationship criteria,
e desirable construction width required for a sound barrier,

e cost per benefited residence criteria,

e seasonal and transient nature of the activities taking place on the property, and

e lack of capacity enhancing improvements affecting the highway noise environment.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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The following summarizes noise abatement evaluation for each NSA:

NSA 1
NSA 1 (represented by Receptor 1-1) is a two-story brick church (Our Savior Episcopal Church) in
the northeast quadrant of the MD650/Powder Mill Road intersection. A sound barrier at NSA 1 is

considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA’s vehicular/pedestrian access and no-build vs.

build relationship criteria (3 dBA or less difference between build and no-build noise levels). If a
sound barrier were to be constructed at this NSA, a gap or opening would be required for the access
drive, as well as Greenacres Drive to maintain access to the church and adjacent community. Gaps
or openings of this nature for vehicular access and desirable sight distance at the access point would

reduce the achievable barrier insertion loss and compromise the sound barrier’s effectiveness.

NSA 2

NSA 2 (represented by Receptors 2-1 to 2-23) consists of two residential communities (Hillandale
Heights and Burnt Mills Knolls) on the west side of MD 650, between Chalmers Road and

Lockwood Drive. A sound barrier at NSA 2 is considered not feasible or reasonable based on

SHA’s vehicular/pedestrian access and no-build vs. build relationship criteria, as well as the
desirable construction width required for a sound barrier. If a sound barrier were to be constructed
between Chalmers Road and Ruppert Road, gaps or openings would be required to maintain access
for Chalmers Road, Ruppert Road and the private driveways to MD 650. The same applies for a
sound barrier between Ruppert Road and Lockwood Drive. Gaps or openings of this nature for
vehicular access and desirable sight distance at the access points would reduce the achievable
barrier insertion loss and compromise the sound barrier’s effectiveness. If the sound barrier would
be constructed in the grassy area between the service road and the MD 650 southbound roadway,
the need for driveway gaps would be eliminated but gaps would still be required to allow access
points at Ruppert Road, Schindler Drive, McCeney Avenue and Northwest Drive. In addition, the
grassy area is quite narrow and is generally insufficient in width for the physical construction of a
sound barrier. Lastly, the grassy area contains a line of utility poles and associated transmission

lines, which would require relocation.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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NSA3
NSA 3 (represented by Receptors 3-1 to 3-7) is the White Oak Golf Course, located on the east side

of MD 650 between Chalmers Road and existing Michelson Road. A sound barrier at NSA 3 is

considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA’s vehicular/pedestrian access, no-build vs.

build relationship, the cost per benefited residence criteria and the seasonal and transient nature of
the activities taking place on the property. If a sound barrier were to be constructed, it would
require gaps or openings to provide pedestrian and vehicular access and desirable sight distances at
Mahan Drive, Relocated Michelson Road and private driveways north and so‘uth of the golf course
property. Gaps or openings of this nature would reduce the achievable barrier insertion loss and

compromise the sound barrier’s effectiveness.

NSA 4
NSA 4 (represented by Receptor 4-1) is the Berkshire Towers, three nineteen-story apartment

buildings on the west side of MD 650 between Lockwood Drive and US 29. NSA 4 will not be

impacted.

NSA 5

NSA 5 (represented by Receptors 5-1 to 5-8) consists of a community of single-family residences
on Sonata Way. A sound barrier at NSA 5 is considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA’s
vehicular/pedestrian access, no-build vs. build relationship, cumulative effects criteria and the lack
of capacity enhancing improvements affecting the highway noise environmént. If a sound barrier
were to be constructed, gaps or openings would be required to maintain access for Milestone Drive,
Quaint Acres Drive and the private driveway to MD 650 for the St. Stephen Ii.utheran Church. Gaps
or openings of this nature would reduce the achievable barrier insertion loss and compromise the
sound barrier’s effectiveness. The improvements proposed for this area are limited to the
reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on-ramp to provide a tighter radius and the provision of a
double left-turn from northbound MD 650 to the southbound on—ramp,‘ neither of which are

considered capacity enhancements.

NSA 6
NSA 6 (represented by Receptor 6-1) consists of two single-family residences and an assisted living

center (currently under construction) north of the US 29 underpass. A sound barrier at NSA 6 is

Finding of No Significant Impact



il N B = e
|

| N .

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29

considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA’s vehicular/pedestrian access, no-build vs.

build relationship, cumulative effects and aesthetics criteria. If a sound barrier were to be
constructed, gaps or openings would be required to maintain access and provide desirable sight
distance for the new subdivision roadway under construction opposite Quaint Acres Drive and the
entrance to the library on MD 650. Gaps or openings of this nature would reduce the achievable
barrier insertion loss and compromise the sound barrier’s effectiveness. In addition, a barrier of the
height required could present a visual impact for residents west of MD 650 and travelers on MD

650 and the US 29 southbound off-ramp.

Construction Impacts
Land uses that are sensitive to vehicular noise would also be sensitive to construction noise.

Although highway construction is a short-term condition, it can cause significant noise impacts.
Additionally, it is possible that some construction may occur at night to avoid severe traffic impacts.
The extent and severity of the noise impact would depend upon the phase of construction and the
noise characteristics of the construction equipment in use. Construction would have direct impact
on receptors located close to the construction site and would have an indirect impact on receptors
located near roadways where traffic flow characteristics are altered due to re-routing of vehicles

from the construction area.

7.  Air Quality

a. __Objectives and Types of Analysis

This analysis will serve as support documentation for the project and has been prepared in
accordance with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), FHWA, and SHA guidelines.
CO impacts are analyzed as the accepted indicator of vehicle-generated air pollution. The CO
microscale analysis indicates that overall air quality in the project area will improve as a result of
SHA's Selected Alternative. Under the No-Build Alternative, the increased vehicle volume
forecasted for the project area in the future would overburden the existing roadway configurations
extending queue lengths from signalized intersections. The Selected Alternative would add lane
capacity for the additional vehicles and improve the signal timing for the new configuration. This
will result in more efficient vehicle movement at intersections and reduce the overall queue length

of idling
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vehicles waiting to make left turns. The improved movements, shorter queue lengths and more
efficient timing of signals will ultimately improve the CO emissions at signaiized intersections with

the Selected Alternative.

b. Construction Impacts

The construction phase of the proposed project has the potential to impact the local ambient air
quality by generating fugitive dust through activities such as demolition and materials handling.
SHA has addressed this possibility by establishing “Standard Specifications for Construction and

Materials” which specifies procedures to be followed by contractors involved in site work.

The Maryland Air and Radiations Management Administration was consulted to determine the
adequacy of the “Specifications” in terms of satisfying the requirements of the “Regulations
Governing the Control of Air Pollution in the State of Maryland”. It found the specifications to be
consistent with the requirements of these regulations. Therefore, during thé construction period, all
appropriate measures (Code of Maryland Regulations 26.11.03D) would be incorporated to
minimize the impact of the proposed transportation improvements on the: air quality of the study

arca.

c.___ Receptor Site Locations

Fifty-nine air quality receptors were selected to represent air quality sensitive locations within the
study area. Five hotspot intersection locations were selected for a detailed CO analysis. The five
intersections consisted of 50 air quality receptors. The hotspot intersections are:

e MD 650/Powder Mill Road

e MD 650/Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive

o MD 650/Michelson Road

e MD 650/Lockwood Drive

e MD 650/US 29 Interchange

Finding of No Significant Impact
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The remaining nine receptors were placed at sensitive receptor locations such as near sidewalks,
residential dwellings, schools, churches or parks. For detailed receptor locations, please refer to the

MD 650 (from 1-495 to US 29) Intersection Improvements, Air Quality Technical Analysis Report.

d. Results of the Microscale Analysis

The results of the predicted CO concentrations for both the No-Build and Build Alternative for the
build (2007) and design (2025) years are described in detail below. For additional technical
information regarding the CO microscale analysis, refer to the MD 650 (from 1-495 to US 29)
Intersection Improvements, Air Quality Technical Analysis Report. Receptor CO concentrations for
the 2025 No-Build Alternative exceeded the State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(S/NAAQS) for the 1-hour (35.0 ppm) and 8-hour (9.0 ppm) analyses. No receptor CO
concentration exceeded the 1-hour SINAAQS standard (35.0 ppm) or the 8-hour standard (9.0 ppm)
for the 2007 No-Build and 2007 Build Alternatives. No CO concentrations exceeded the S/NAAQS
for the 2025 Build Alternative.

The CO concentrations for the 2007 Build Alternative were generally higher than that of the 2007
No-Build Alternative. The higher CO concentrations in the 2007 Build Alternative may be due to
greater predicted traffic volumes occurring in the project study area. Relative comparison of the
2025 No-Build Alternative versus the 2025 Build Alternative identified that CO concentrations for
the No-Build Alternative were generally higher than the Build Alternative. This was likely due to
the constrained capacity of the roadway to handle forecasted traffic for the year 2025. Both the
2025 No-Build Alternative and the 2025 Build Alternative experienced elevated concentrations of
CO at the intersections of MD 650 with Powder Mill Road, Michelson Road and Lockwood Drive.
This was expected due to vehicle idle emissions in queue at the signalized intersections. The only
violations of the S/INAAQS occurred at the intersection of MD 650 and Powder Mill Road. The
2025 No-Build Alternative analysis predicted that Receptors 5, 9 and 10 exceed the eight-hour
standard (9.0 ppm), while Receptors 11 and 12 exceed the 1-hour standard (35.0 ppm). These
elevated levels in the 2025 No-Build Alternative may be explained because of the increased traffic
volumes and the longer queue lengths at the MD 650/Powder Mill Road intersection. However, the
2025 No-Build Alternative was not designed to function properly with increased predicted traffic

volumes.
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Receptor 5 was located on the northeast corner of the MD 650/Powder Mill Réad intersection. This

receptor CO concentration of 9.2 ppm exceeded the 8-hour S/NAAQS criteria of 9.0 ppm in the
2025 No-Build Alternative. The 2025 No-Build Alternative did not cohtain additional lane
assignments for the additional traffic volumes predicted for the 2025 model year. The additional
traffic volumes and longer queue lengths predicted for westbound Powder Mill Road in the 2025

model year resulted in 8-hour CO violations.

Receptors 9 through 12 were located at the northwest corner of the MD 650/Powder Mill Road
intersection (Figure 7). The model predicted that Receptors 9 (11.7 ppm) and 10 (9.9 ppm) would
have CO concentrations that exceeded the 8-hour S/NAAQS criteria ft;r the 2025 No-Build
Alternative. Receptors 11 (37.7 ppm) and 12 (37.2 ppm) exceeded the 1-hour standard of 35 ppm
for the 2025 No-Build Alternative. The violations occurred in the 2025 mo‘ming rush hour model.
The 2025 No-Build Alternative was not designed to accommodate the increase in predicted traffic
for the 2025 analysis year. The predicted traffic volume moving southbound in the morning rush
hour was 5,595 vehicles on the existing three through lanes and one left turn lane. It was expected

that CO violations existed in the 2025 No-Build Alternative.

e. Conformity with Regional Air Quality Planning

This project is located in Montgomery County, Maryland. The County is not designated as a non-
attainment area for CO or particulate matter (PMy), but is designated as a non-attainment area for
ozone (03). The MD 650 improvement is identified in the 2001 - 2006 Transportation
Improvement Plan (TIP) and the Year 2000 Constrained Long Range Plan (CLRP). The MD 650
project is categorized in the CLRP’s Projects under Major Study as a component of the East West
Link Improvements. The projects included in the TIP and CLRP are consistent with the air quality
budgets set forth in the State Implementation Plan (SIP) Phase II Attainment Plan. The Phase II
Plan has been prepared by the Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Comxhittee to comply with the
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 and with an EPA memorandum dated March 2, 1995 on the
phased attainment demonstration process. Because the project was considered in the region’s
CLRP as a study, it may be subject to a future conformity determination once its design has been
completed. Meeting conformity requirements in future years may require the implementation of
additional transportation control measures that reduce vehicle miles traveled. Employer based

TCMs in the study area include the services provided through the “Commuter Connections”
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program. “Commuter Connections”, a service provided through the Metropolitan Council of
Governments, assists commuters in finding a commute alternative to the single occupant vehicle
(SOV) trip. Their services include ride-matching assistance to help employees in locating potential
carpool/vanpool matches and guaranteed ride home programs. Additional TCMs that reduce the
need for SOV trips that are in use at the‘current FDA facility includes parking space incentives for
carpool/vanpool users and flexible work hour programs. Bus service between the FDA site and the
Silver Spring Metrorail Station is also available providing an alternative to SOV trips. Since the
FDA is a federal government agency, GSA has agreed to implement these types of TCMs to reduce
emissions (1997 FEIS). Please refer to IIL.C. Project History for a description of transportation

management strategies, such as transit usage and carpooling.

8.  Hazardous Materials

a. _ Initial Site Assessment (ISA)

The study area was inspected on November 14, 2001. For the purposes of this hazardous waste

ISA, general site characteristics were examined. The site inspection focused on the following areas

of concern:

e Underground Storage Tank (USTs)/Aboveground e Odors
Storage Tank (ASTs) o Collecti d

e Storage, handling and disposal of hazardous oflection ponds
substances e Stressed vegetation

Waste di al
* aste disposal areas e Discolored water/seeps/discharges

e Stained soils, gravel or pavement )
8 P e Other potential areas of concern

e Electrical transformers

b. _ File Review and Agency Coordination

The Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection and MDE were contacted to
obtain information on properties within the study area. According to the Montgomery County
Department of Environmental Protection, no records were found in their database indicating any
environmental problems investigated by their office. A file review with MDE was also conducted.
MDE had several files for sites identified within the study area. The results of the MDE file review
regarding tank removal, corrective actions and site monitoring were considered in the assessment of

environmental contamination potential.
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c. Site Inspection

A total of 39 sites with potential environmental concerns were identified in thé study area during the
ISA investigation. The following sites were included in the inspection:

e Active gasoline stations

¢ Former gasoline stations

e Vebhicle repair shops

¢ Dry cleaners

¢ Facilities with USTs

¢ Businesses with large or small quantity hazardous waste generator permits

Many of these properties were included because of the materials handled on site and the nature of

activities conducted, not because of a verified presence of soil and/or groundwater contamination.

~d. Conclusions and Recommendations

SHA guidelines for performing an ISA and the ASTM E 1527-00 Standard Practice for

Environmental Site Assessment: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process were followed.

The database search documented a number of sites where USTs have been removed or are
permanently out of service. The Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR 26.10.10.02, Code of
Maryland Regulations is a Maryland state regulation which regulates waste material. Title 26 -
Department of the Environment, Subtitle 10 - Oil Pollution and Tank Management, Chapter 10 -
Out-of-Service UST Systems and Closure, Section 2 - Permanent Closure and Changes-In-Services)
requires that USTs be removed from the ground or, with MDE approval, filled with an inert
material. Before a UST site is closed, the owner must determine if a rele?se occurred. If evidence
of a release exists, the owners must begin corrective action according to COMAR 26.10.03 (Title
26, Department of the Environment, Subtitle 10 - Oil Pollution and Tank Management, Chapter 3 -

UST Systems: Design, Construction, Installation and Notification).

Should a property with underground storage tanks be impacted by the project, the USTs would need
to be removed in accordance with all applicable local and state regulatiohs (COMAR 26.10.10.02).

Although some gasoline stations will be impacted by a slight expansion of ROW, no underground
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storage tanks will be affected. The US NSWC is listed as a site with high potential for Hazardous
Waste. However the ROW expansion occurs entirely on the White Oak Golf Course. The history
of the White Oak Golf Course does not indicate a presence of hazardous materials or waste
disposal. Therefore, no sites within the project area are anticipated to pose a threat to construction

activities or ROW expansion.

G. Secondary and Cumulative Effects Analysis
A Secondary and Cumulative Effects Analysis (SCEA) was performed in compliance with the
NEPA and Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations that require the secondary and
cumulative effects on the project be examined (40 CFR 1508.25 (c)).

1.  Scoping

a. Resources

Resources considered in the SCEA are those that are directly impacted by the project alternatives
and those resources impacted from any secondary development that would be the result of the
project’s action. Coordination initiated with the M-NCPPC concluded that no secondary
development is contingent upon implementation of SHA's Selected Alternative. Other sources that
were referenced regarding secondary development included the 1997 White Oak Master Plan and
the 1997 USDA FEIS. An environmental inventory identified three resources that are impacted by
the project alternatives. The resources considered in the SCEA and how they will be analyzed is

presented in Table 5.

Table 5
SCEA Resources
Resource | o . Analysis Methodology - . .
Waters of Evaluate published trends of watersheds to estimate past impacts to Waters of the US Trends analysis w1ll
the US be supported with population and employment data for the future time frames to show the effect that growth

pressures have on this resource.
Inventory recreational facilities, parklands and schools from Environmental Systems Research Institute
Recreational | (ESRI) data, ADC maps and the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan (PROS Plan). Overlay future land
Facilities use in relation to existing recreational facilities to identify impacts. Support overlay analysis with
population and employment data to show the effect that growth pressures have on this type of resource.
Inventory National Register and/or Maryland Inventory sites within the SCEA boundary. Overlay future
Historic land use in relation to existing historic properties to identify impacts. Support overlay analysis with
population and employment data to show the effect that growth pressures have on this resource.
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b. Boundary
The establishment of the SCEA boundary is a synthesis of all sub-boundaries into one overall

SCEA boundary and considered available data for all the sub-boundaries relevant to the proposed

action. The sub-boundaries considered in establishing the SCEA boundary ate listed below.

e Direct Impacts e Census Tracts
e Area of Traffic Influence e County Planning Area
e Subwatersheds e Sewer and Water Service

Figure 8 shows the SCEA boundary in relation to the Area of Traffic Influence, Subwatershed,
Census Tracts and Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZs) sub-boundaries into the overall SCEA
geographical boundary. All sub-boundaries were considered in establishing the SCEA boundary

but only those sub-boundaries influencing the shape of the SCEA boundary are shown on Figure 8.

¢. Time Frame

1. Past Time Frame

Data collected to determine the past time frame include events with his;‘oric consequence to the
development of the SCEA study area. The following events/policy decisions were considered when
determining the past time frame, however the past time frame was not significantly influenced by
these events/policies:

e 1954-64 Opening/Expansions of 1-495

e 1964 General Plan (Wedges and Corridors)

e 1981 Eastern Montgomery County Master Plan

1980 was selected as the past time frame limit. A sewer moratorium for eastern Montgomery
County was lifted in 1980. The result helped initiate rapid developmenf of the US 29 corridor in
Montgomery and Howard Counties. The selection of 1980 as the past time frame limit is
substantiated by trends that show the SCEA study area decreasing in population by 37 percent from
1970 to 1980 and increasing in population by 50 percent in the period from 1980 to 1990 (Figure

9.
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Figure 9
SCEA Study Area Population Change
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2. Future Time Frame
The year 2007 is proposed as the SCEA’s future time frame limit. 2007 is the design year of the
project and represents the timcframe in which travel forecasting land use assumptions were

conducted for the project.

2. Analysis
a. Land Use Scenarios
1. Past

The primary data source available for establishing land use in the 1980 time period is the

Montgomery County Eastern Montgomery County Planning Area Master Plan. This Master Plan
identifies land use, zoning, transportation and public facilities for the yeaf 1979.

There are seven land use classifications that that make-up the Master Plan including:

¢ Single Family ¢ Public Parkland
¢ Apartments e Public and“Semi-Public
¢ Commercial and Office e Agricultural, Woodland, Vacant

e Industrial

The SCEA boundary consists of six land use classifications with Public Parkland (39%) and

Agricultural/Vacant land (22%) making up the majority of land use.
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2. Present
The present land use scenario established for the SCEA is based on the 1997 White Oak Master
Plan. The SCEA boundary consists of seven land use classifications with Single Family Residential

(50%) making up the majority.

The present land use scenario was updated based on proposed development (one to five years
beyond present year), as defined in the 1997 White Oak Master Plan. According to the Master
Plan, the Milestone Drive Properties, located at the intersection of US 29 and MD 650, was the only
undeveloped area within the SCEA Boundary. Since publication of the 1997 White Oak Master
Plan, the property has been developed into a mixed residential community. This site consists of 37
developable acres and is appropriate for single-family detached units and single-family attached
units. Two transportation projects, intersection improvements at MD 650/Lockwood Drive and US
29/Stewart Lane, have been completed in the present timeframe but do not alter the underlying land
use of the SCEA boundary. The proposed land development for this area is consistent with the base

land use scenario established in the Master Plan.

3. Future

According to the 1997 White Oak Master Plan, commercial and transit development planned for the
study area is consistent with present land use. The Master Plan supports and reinforces the existing
land use patterns of the 1997 White Oak Master Plan communities and encourages development in
the commercial centers that will strengthen their function and sense of place.

The future land use scenario was established by overlaying parcels of land recommended for
rezoning or development in the 1997 White Oak Master Plan, with the present land use scenario.
Each of the land parcels greater than ten acres overlaid on the présent land use scenario is
summarized in Table 6 and shown on Figure 10. No major transportation projects are planned for

the future timeframe (beyond the year 2007).
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Table 6
Future Land Development
Property Property | Existing " .Proposed = . . Zoning
Size Land Use | Developmeént '
Hillandale 31.4 Acres | Commercial | Require Properties to Maintain Commercial Zoning
Commercial Center provide a “Main Street” !
Development :
Burnt Mills 17.6 Acres | Commercial | Redevelopment of Rezone 5.88 acres of C-2
Commercial Center Manor Care (General Commercial) to C-4
International (Limited Commercial).

The future land use in the SCEA geographical boundary for the year 2007 Will remain similar to the
existing scenario. Development of land parcels described above may alter the appearance of small

isolated land areas, but are unlikely to change the overall land use from its current condition.

b. SCEA Resources

1. Waters of the US (WUS)
Impacts to WUS examined trends in watershed quality for the Middle Potomac River Basin and
Anacostia River Watersheds. The SCEA boundary is contained in both watersheds. The Anacostia

River and two unnamed tributaries are contained within the SCEA boundaﬁy (Figure 11).

a. Past
According to the Maryland DNR Watershed Profile for the Anacostia River Watershed, past and
current stresses to surface water quality in the SCEA area include agricultural runoff, stormwater

runoff and sedimentation/siltation due to development.

Data obtained from the Middle Potomac Watershed Status and Trends Report indicates that there is
a general improvement in water quality in the Middle Potomac River Basin resulﬁng from the
overall decreasing trend in phosphorus concentrations from 1985 to 2000. The nitrogen levels have

shown no trend over this same time frame. The status for dissolved oxygen content has been good.

Finding of No Significant Impact

Il B I T B B EE I B Ee



Land Use Classifications )

Industrial
Apartments
V) Commercial
Agriculture/Vacant Land
Public and Semi Public

Public Parkland

Single Family Homes

® Commercial Centers

e SCEA Boundary

193

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road
to North of US 29
FIGURE 10
Future Development 0
Scale: 1" = 300" N

Northwest

Branch

Subwatershed

193

N 787

Legend
= SCEA Boundary
v~ Waters of the US
m—— Sub-watersheds

650

193

Study f/:. %

Area

>

%

O‘A

§ 2
K3

212]

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road
to North of US 29

FIGURE 11

Waters of the
US Resources

Scale: 17 =300

N

7



MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 s&

The Potomac Washington Metro Basin Environmental Assessment of Stream Conditions report

indicated that both fish habitat and benthos indicate substantial problems with stream resources in
the basin. These problems are a direct result of urbanization within the watershed. The basin has
the highest percentage of urban land use (45 percent or 192 square miles) of all 18 major river

basins in the State of Maryland.

b. Future
SHA's Selected Alternative would increase impervious areas by approximately 5.1 acres. SHA is
constructing two SWM facilities to treat the additional impervious surfaces required under the
Selected Alternative. According to GSA’s 1997 FEIS, the proposed FDA fability consolidation will
increase impervious area by approximately 29 acres on the main FDA site and 17 acres on the
remote parking area. Impervious areas increase the amount of runoff that is discharged into
receiving streams. Cumulative impacts from the FDA site and the Selected Alternative include
increased levels of sedimentation, pollutants and thermal loading in the receiving streams. Impacts
from these increases in impervious areas would be mitigated through the use of BMP’s during and

after construction. Refer to GSA’s 1997 FEIS regarding detailed proposed SWM on the FDA site.

Trends analysis (other than the Selected Alternative and FDA’s consolidation project) shows that
development pressures continue to add stress to WUS habitat inside the SCEA geographical
boundary. According to the M-NCPPC forecasts, future population is %:xpected to increase ten
percent between the years 2000 and 2010 for Montgomery County and seven percent for the State
of Maryland.

Overlay analysis shows that one of the vacant land parcels will occur in areas of WUS. The Dow
Jones parcel (15.76 acres), located on US 29, currently contains a small Technology and Business
Park covering a portion of the lot. The remainder of the parcel is vacant. Future development of
this parcel will transform the vacant portion of the parcel to residential use. However, in order to
provide protection of the existing stream valley, the plan recommends, that a 50-feet buffer be
retained on the property to ensure compatibility with future residential development. The 1997

White Oak Master Plan identifies the need to protect and enhance the natural resources in order to
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sustain a stable and healthy biological environment. To minimize further degradation of WUS a
number of laws and regulations are applicable to preserving this land in the future timeframe. They
include:

e (Clean Water Act, Section 404

e (Clean Water Act, Section 401
(Water Quality Certification)

e Maryland Waterway Construction Statute (COMAR) 26.17.04
¢ Maryland Planning Act, 1992

2. Historic Resources
Evaluation of historic resources included overlaying National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
and Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties with the future land use scenario. One National
Register Property (Rachel Carson House) and 11 properties (including Rachel Carson House) listed
in the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties are contained within the SCEA geographical

boundary. These properties are shown on Figure 12.

a. Past
Records show that trends in the elimination or protection of historic sites in the past time frame are
not readily available. For these reasons, a past to present trend was not conducted for these

resources.

b. Future
Future assessment of historic properties included overlaying future development on the locations of
existing known historic properties. Overlay analysis indicated that no NRHP or Maryland

Inventory of Historic Properties listings would be affected by future development in the study area.

3. Recreational Facilities
Data sources from the PROS Plan, ESRI Institution data set and the Montgomery County ADC map

identified eleven recreational facilities contained in the SCEA boundary (Figure 10).

Finding of No Significant Impact
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a. Past
Records show that trends in the elimination or protection of recreational facilities in the past
timeframe are not readily available. Because of this, a past to present trend was not conducted for

these resources.

b. Future
Future assessment of recreation facilities included overlaying future development on the locations
of existing known recreational facilities. Overlay analysis determined no recreational facilities

would be affected by future development.

4. Conclusions
a. Waters of the US
Waters of the US in the past to present time frame have experienced cumulative effects due to rapid
residential and employment growth between 1980 and 2000. The rapid development has contributed
to the loss of parkland and agricultural/vacant land inside the SCEA boundary. Despite the
occurrence of cumulative effects to WUS, the style of growth that did occur is consistent with the

goals set forth by the Eastern Montgomery County Master Plan.

The development in the past time frame occurred in a corridor designated for residential and
commercial growth in the 1969 General Plan. The 1969 General Plan is an updated version of the
1964 plan. This is based on the concept of Wedges and Corridors and is a general plan for the

Maryland-Washington regional district for Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties.

No cumulative effects to WUS are expected to occur in the SCEA geographical boundary for the
future time frame. Environmental and conservation programs/laws previously listed in Section

II1.G.2.b.1.b. will minimize impacts from future development.

b. Historic Resources
Construction of the proposed new FDA headquarters will involve the demolition of nearly all of the
“100 Area” buildings within an area of approximately 130 acres on the western portion of the site.

Only Building 100, a Non-Contributing resource, and part of the Main Administration Building's
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facade (Building 1) will be retained within this area. As a result of the construction of the Remote
Parking Facility on a 40 acre parcel near the center of the site, approximately 46 contributing

historic district resources were demolished within “100 Area”.

SHA's Selected Alternative will have a direct permanent impact of 7.48 acres, 0.48 acres of
perpetual easement and 1.89 acres of temporary impact to the White Oak Golf Course, part of the
NOL Historic District. SHA’s proposed project does not require demolition of any buildings. SHA
determined that the impacts would have no adverse effect on the NOL I-iistoric District and the
SHPO concurred with this determination on January 14, 2002. Therefore, $HA’S project will have

no additional cumulative effects to historic resources.

Cumulative effects are not expected to occur in the future time frame due to national and county
preservation regulations that protect historic resources. These regulations and preservation
programs include the Master Plan for Montgomery County Historic Preservation, the Historic
Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code and Section 4(f) of the U.S.
Department of Transportation Act of 1966. Future development and transportation projects do not

impact any of the historic resources, including the NOL Historic District; identified in the SCEA

Boundary.

c. Recreational Facilities
No cumulative effects to recreational facilities are expected to occur in the future time frame.
Potential impacts to recreation facilities due to population and employment growth would be
minimized by local and national laws designed to protect public facilities used for recreation

including 49 U.S.C. Section 303 and FHWA Regulation — 23 CFR 771.135.
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IV. FINAL SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION

A. Introduction
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (49 USC 303 (c)) permits the use
of land from a significant publicly-owned public park or recreation area, wildlife refuge or historic
site (as determined by the officials having jurisdiction over the park, recreation area, refuge or site)
only if there are no feasible and prudent alternatives to using that land. The action must also

include all possible planning to minimize harm to the protected property resulting from this use.

The requirements of Section 4(f) apply to this project because SHA's Selected Alternative would
require use of land from the White Oak Golf Course. The White Oak Golf Course is a contributing
element of the Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL) Historic District and is classified as a publicly-
owned public recreational land. The White Oak Golf Course is situated in the extreme western
portion of GSA’s property, immediately adjacent to MD 650. The Selected Alternative would
impact the golf course by widening MD 650 to the east, encroaching within the golf course
boundary. The propo;ed MD 650 improvements are necessary to accommodate additional highway
traffic and capacity needs associated with future anticipated development in the area. FDA's
consolidation will substantially contribute to the volume of traffic flow in this area. Therefore,
impacts to this Section 4(f) resource are necessary to provide adequate transportation improvements
to support the traffic needs associated with FDA’s consolidation and other future projected new

development that would add traffic to the MD 650 corridor.

B. Proposed Action
The purpose of this project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder
Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The proposed action involves the widening
of MD 650 from approximately Acres Drive to Chalmers Drive (Figure 4). The proposed typical
section would include four through-lanes in the northbound direction and three through lanes in the
southbound direction. The typical section would also include a median of variable width that would
range from 16 to 40 feet. Widening will also occur on Powder Mill Road, Mahan Road and
Lockwood Drive. The proposed scope of work includes the installation of two SWM ponds, an
access road, inlets and outfalls, landscaping, milling and resurfacing existing pavement and

construction of medians, curbs and gutters, bikeways and sidewalks. The project also includes the
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relocation of Michelson Road (to be constructed by others) to a new location across from Northwest
Drive, the relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 southbound ramp and the widening of the US

29 northbound ramp. Refer to Chapters I and I1I for more detail on SHA's Selected Alternative.

C. Description of Section 4(f) Resources
The White Oak Golf Course (Photos 1 and 2) is located on the east side of MD 650. In 1995, the
closure of the former Naval Service Warfare Center (NSWC) on New Hampshire Avenue was
announced as part of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of f990. The White Oak
Federal Center, comprising 730 acres, includes a nine-hole golf course that served as a buffer area
to the former naval activities. The golf course was developed by an employee group in the 1950s
and was operated and maintained by the group for the exclusive use of their members. The

employee group relinquished their control of the course effective January 1, 1997.

Photo 1: White Oak Golf Course Photo 2: White Oak Golf Course from MD 650

The Department of the Navy granted the M-NCPPC a temporary license to bperate the golf course,
and the course was opened to the public in July, 1997. The license was to continue following
transfer of the administrative jurisdiction of the NSWC from the Navy to the GSA, on October 18,
1997 and remained in place until the M-NCPPC and GSA entered into a service contract for the golf
course. The term of the service contract expired on October 31, 2000. The M-NCPPC is currently
negotiating with the GSA to continue operating the course during the planning process of long-term

improvements to the course.
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A Navy employee group developed the golf course in the 1950s, with no Navy-appointed funds
used for its construction and maintenance. Initially, membership was restricted to military and
civilian employees of NOL. For community relations, membership was opened to residents in the
surrounding communities by the 1960s. The Navy relinquished its control of the course effective

January 1, 1997.

D. Impacts on Section 4(f) Resources
SHA's Selected Alternative would impact the White Oak Golf Course/NOL Historic District by
widening MD 650 to the east, encroaching within the western perimeter of the property. Impacts to
this Section 4(f) resource are necessary to provide adequate transportation improvements to support
the traffic needs associated with FDA’s consolidation and other future projected new development
in the area. These impacts would occur as a result of the proposed widening of MD 650 for an
additional northbound through lane along MD 650 and the turn lane from northbound MD 650 to
Mahan Drive and the proposed turning movements to/from Relocated Michelson Road. Additional
property impacts would occur for the proposed relocated Michelson Road (to be constructed by
others). Relocated Michelson Road is proposed south of its current location. The Relocated
Michelson Road would shift the existing Michelson Road/MD 650 intersection approximately 550

feet south, across from Northwest Drive.

Impacts to the Section 4(f) resource will also occur as a result of two proposed SWM facilities
within the White Oak Golf Course property/NOL Historic District. SHA determined that the SWM
ponds are the most feasible alternative for managing stormwater runoff as opposed to the alternative
of excavating portions of MD 650 for placement of stormwater drainage pipes parallel to
northbound MD 650. One of the SWM facilities would be located on the southern portion of the
golf course and would be approximately 1.59 acres in size. An additional facility would be located
on the northern section of the property, north of the proposed Relocated Michelson Road and would
be approximately 1.24 acres in size. Both permanent and temporary impacts to the golf course

would occur as a result of the proposed roadway improvements and SWM facilities.

Such impacts constitute a Section 4(f) “use” as defined in 23 CFR 771.135 (Section 4(f)) (49 U.S.C.

303). SHA requested a no adverse effect determination for this project from the State Historic
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Preservation Officer (SHPO). The SHPO concurred with SHA’s no adverse effect determination

(January 14, 2002). Please refer to Chapter VI, Other Agency Correspondence.

SHA's Selected Alternative would require 7.48 acres of permanent ROW and 1.89 acres of
temporary easement from the golf course property. In addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual easement
will be required for maintenance and access to two proposed outfall pipes. Section 4(f) impacts will

result not only from the roadway widening, but also from the installation of two SWM ponds.

Table 7
Summary of Impacts to the White Oak Golf Course

- Impacts to White Oak Golf Course
Alternative " | Proposed | Perpetual | Temporary
ROW Easement Easement |
Selected Alternative 7.48 acres 0.48 acres 1.89 acres

The outfall pipes would extend from each of the SWM facilities, drain east through the golf course
property and outfall into a small waterway also located on the golf course property (Figure 4). A

perpetual easement is necessary at these two locations to allow SHA to maintain these outfall pipes.

The proposed improvements would require 1.89 acres of temporary easemént from the golf course
property. Types of temporary impacts necessary for construction of the project include areas
needed to temporarily install erosion and sediment control measures during construction (removed
immediately after construction) and aréas needed for construction access to allow equipment on site
to construct the roadway, embankments and SWM facilities. In general, temporary impacts extend
approximately 15 feet beyond SHA’s proposed ROW and will not result in modification to existing
terrain. These temporary impacts require SHA to obtain temporary use cgﬁncurrence from agencies
with jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) property. The FHWA has determined that the requirements
of Section 4(f) do not apply to the temporary use of a publicly-owned public recreational area when
officials with jurisdiction over the resource indicate their agreements with the five criteria outlined
below. As part of this project, SHA formally requested concurrence from GSA, M-NCPPC and
MHT with the Section 4(f) criteria of temporary use of the golf course since these agencies have

jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) property.
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All of these agencies (M-NCPPC, MHT, and GSA) concurred that the requirements of Section 4(f)
would not apply in this instance to 1.89 acre of temporary easement based on the following criteria:
e The duration of the use will be temporary and less than the time needed for construction of
the project.
The temporary use of the NOL golf course for grading will be completed prior to the final

completion of the MD 650 improvements.

e The ownership of the property will not change or result in the retention of long term or
indefinite interests in the land for transportation purposes.
The ownership of the NOL golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA ROW will remain
with GSA, leased by the M-NCPPC, and will continue to be maintained by M-NCPPC.

e The scope of the work will be minor, in which the nature and magnitude of the changes to

the resource will be minimal.
Temporary use of the NOL golf course property will be required due to grading within the vicinity
of the proposed SWM facilities, bike paths, sidewalks, and access roads. This will require

approximately 1.89 acres of temporary easement from GSA within the NOL Historic District.

e There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be
interference with the activities or purposes of the resource, on either a temporary or
permanent basis.

The temporary grading will not adversely impact the front area that was created to provide a
physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the main complex. Overall, it is

anticipated that there will be no interference with the activities or purposes of the NOL golf course,

on either a temporary or permanent basis.

e The land being used will be fully restored, in that the resource will be returned to a
condition, which is at least as good as that at which existed prior to the project.

The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to an acceptable condition upon

completion of grading. Mature trees will be avoided to the extent possible. If any mature trees

require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the appropriate tree species by

SHA upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC.
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E. Avoidance and Minimization Alternatives

In addition to the No-Build Alternative, three other avoidance or minimization alternatives were
developed to avoid impacting the White Oak Golf Course at White Oak NOL Historic District.
SHA's Selected Alternative is considered a minimization alternative. Its design was modified
extensively since the preliminary alternative (Section IIL.E.1 and Figure 3) to minimize Section

4(f) impacts.

1. Minimization Alternative
Selected Alternative
The detailed design of SHA's Selected Alternative is included on Figure 4. The following

minimization design techniques have been incorporated into the Selected Alternative:

e The design radii of Relocated Michelson Road were tightened to the maximum extent in
order to reduce impacts to the golf course by 0.6 acre.

e The acceleration lane from Mahan Drive to northbound MD 650 was eliminated, thus
reducing Section 4(f) impacts by 0.08 acre.

e The deceleration lane from the firechouse to Mahan Drive was shortened to minimum
capacity, thus reducing Section 4(f) impacts by 0.05 acre.

e The proposed SWM facility south of Mahan Drive was shifted and modified in shape to
minimize impacts and to blend with the redesign plans of the golf course.

2. Avoidance Alternatives

Alternative 1 (No-Build)
Alternative 1 would not provide any significant improvements to MD 650 from Powder Mill Road
to north of US 29 and would therefore not impact the White Oak Golf Course. Alternative 1 is not

considered feasible and prudent because it does not address the project's purpose and need.

Avoidance Alternative 1
Avoidance Alternative 1 holds the existing eastern curb line of MD 650 to avoid direct impacts to

the golf course. This alternative proposes widening MD 650 to the west, towards the community of
Bumnt Mills (Figure 13). This would require the elimination of the service road and the landscaped
buffer area, along the west side of MD 650.

'Finding of No Significant Impact
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This alternative would consist of four 12-foot northbound lanes, three 12-foot southbound lanes and

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29

an 18-foot grass median on MD 650. Where left turns are proposed, there would be a 6-foot
monolithic median. The southbound lanes would continue to allow access to each of the side
streets. Schindler Drive would be the sole point of access for left turns into the Burnt Mills
Community. Turns would no longer be allowed from the northbound lanes on Northwest Drive,
McCeney Avenue, Ruppert Road and Cresthaven Drive. Lockwood Drive would provide alternate

access to the community. Table 8§ summarizes the impacts associated with this avoidance

alternative.
Table 8
Avoidance Alternative 1 Impacts
Impact Category Avoidance Alternative 1 Impacts
Noise Noise levels would remain approximately the same or slightly increase, due to the change
in distance between the receiver and source. Sound barriers to mitigate traffic noise
impacts would remain not feasible or reasonable due to access and sight distance issues
for driveways and cross streets entering MD 650.
Air Moving the roadway alignment closer to the Burnt Mills Community may result in a
slight increase of CO concentrations for homes located along the existing service road.
Cost* $16,298,575
Landscaped Buffer This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the landscaped buffer area
between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD 650.
Service Road This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the service road.
Displacements This Avoidance Alternative has the potential to impact four residences located along MD

o Residential
o« Commercial

650, between Ruppert Drive and Cresthaven Drive, and has the potential to displace two
commercial properties located at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection.

ROW Acquisition

Considerable ROW acquisitions would be required from adjacent residential and
commercial properties. Additional ROW acquisition would also be required (beyond
what is depicted in Figure 13) for bikeways and pathways.

Local Traffic

The introduction of a median on MD 650 and elimination of the service road would result
in changes to local traffic patterns, as traffic from the Burnt Mills Community would only
have access to/from northbound MD 650 via Schindler Drive. This may result in
increased traffic levels on the local community street network.

Safety

The elimination of the service road would require residents to enter their driveways
directly from MD 650, thus compromising safety.

* Cost Estimates are Based on Average Cost Per Mile Estimates for Roadway Construction, June 1996, and do not include ROW

Acquisition Costs.

The MD 650/Mahan Road/Schindler Road intersection would serve as the primary access to and
from the GSA property. A double left turn lane is proposed to accommodate the predicted heavy
left turn movement from southbound MD 650 to Mahan Road during the morning peak hour.
Existing Michelson Road would remain open. However, due to its proximity to the Lockwood

Drive intersection, there would be minimal left turn storage on northbound and southbound

Finding of No Significant Impact



7%

o

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 s !

MD 650. Therefore, Michelson Road would only be a minor point of access to and from the GSA
property.

Avoidance Alternative 1 is not prudent and feasible because it would require several commercial
displacements and substantial community impacts. The acquisition of 0.66 acre of new ROW along
southbound MD 650 would affect four residential properties and four commercial properties. In
addition, two commercial facilities along southbound MD 650 just south of Lockwood Drive would

be displaced.

Avoidance Alternative 1 would result in community impacts at the Burnt Mills_Community,
including decreased traffic safety, decreased availability of parking and changes in access. This
alternative would eliminate the landscaped buffer island and service road on the west side of
MD 650 whereby creating unsafe conditions for residents and motorists by connecting driveways
directly to proposed MD 650, which would have three lanes in the southbound direction and an
anticipated speed limit of 35 miles per hour. The elimination of the service road would also result
in hardship for many of the residents in this area because the service road currently provides
parking. The residences along the service road currently have driveways, but many of those
driveways are only large enough to accommodate one vehicle. The service road is needed for

supplemental parking for those residents with more than one vehicle.

Avoidance Alternative 1 would also have a major impact on local traffic patterns because, along
MD 650, it would limit left-turn access into and out of the Burnt Mills Community to only one
location (Schindler Road). Residents along Schindler Road would be affected by the increase in
traffic volumes along this roadway. The elimination of left-turn access from MD 650 could
potentially cause more motorists to enter the community from Lockwood Drive and wind through
side streets to reach their destination. This would result in greater traffic volumes on side streets
within the community, which could contribute to a decline in the quality of life currently enjoyed by

residents of the community.

To avoid the White Oak Golf Course/NOL Historic District, Avoidance Alternative 1 does not
include the stormwater management facility that is proposed under SHA's Selected Alternative.

Because the study area is already largely developed, there are no alternative chations available for
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this facility. The absence of the stormwater management pond would eliminate all of the benefits
associated with the inclusion of this facility such as controlling pollution from runoff and

controlling the rate at which runoff is discharged into the natural drainage system.

The cost of Avoidance Alternative 1 is estimated to be $16,298,575, which is slightly less than the
estimated cost of the Selected Alternative (not including ROW costs). It is likely that the inclusion
of additional costs associated with ROW acquisition would result in an overall cost that exceeds that

of the selected alternate.

Avoidance Alternative 2
Avoidance Alternative 2 also holds the existing eastern curb line of MD 650 to avoid direct impacts

to the Section 4(f) property and consists of widening the facility towards the community of Burnt

Mills (Figure 13). This would require the elimination of the service road and landscaped buffer

area along the west side of MD 650.

This alternative would consist of three northbound and southbound lanes on MD 650 with a median
of variable width. Mahan Road would serve as the primary access to and from the GSA property.
Left turns to and from Mahan Road would be accommodated through underground ramps. Existing

Michelson Road will remain open but would function as right in/right out only.

The southbound lanes would allow access to each of the side streets. Schindler Drive would be the
sole point of access for left turns into the Burnt Mills Community. Left turns would no longer be
allowed from the northbound lanes into Northwest Drive, McCeney Avenue, Ruppert Road,
Cresthaven Drive or the White Oak Center. Double northbound turn lanes would also be provided
at Lockwood Drive. As in Avoidance Alternate 1, Lockwood Drive would provide alternate access

to the community. Table 9 summarizes the impacts associated with this Avoidance Alternative.

Avoidance Alternative 2 is not prudent and feasible because it would require several commercial
displacements, substantial community impacts and would be extremely expensive to construct. The
acquisition of 0.66 acre of new ROW along southbound MD 650 would affect four residential and
four commercial properties. In addition, two commercial facilities located along southbound MD

650, south of Lockwood Drive, would be displaced.
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Table 9
Avoidance Alternative 2 Impacts
Impact Category Avoidance Alternative 2 Impacts
Noise Noise levels would remain approximately the same or slightly increase, due to the

change in distance between the receiver and source. Sound barriers to mitigate traffic
noise impacts would remain not feasible or reasonable due to access and sight
distance issues for driveways and cross streets entering' MD 650.

Air CO concentrations may increase slightly for the homes located along the existing
service road and there may be a potential increase in CO as a result of the
underground ramps.

Cost* $24,807,732
Landscaped Buffer This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimihqtion of the landscaped buffer
area between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD
650. ‘
Service Road This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the service road.
Displacements This Avoidance Alternative has the potential to impact four residences located along
« Residential MD 650, between Ruppert Drive and Cresthaven Drive, and has the potential to
C al displace two commercial properties located at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive
* ommercia intersection. |
ROW Acquisition Considerable ROW acquisitions would be required from adjacent residential and

commercial properties. Additional ROW acquisition would also be required (beyond
what is depicted in Figure 13) for bikeways and pathways.

Local Traffic The introduction of a median on MD 650 and elimination of the service road would
result in changes to local traffic patterns, as traffic from the Burnt Mills Community
would only have access to/from northbound MD 650 via Schindler Drive. This may
result in increased traffic levels on the local community street network.

Safety The elimination of the service road would require residents to enter their driveways
directly from MD 650, thus compromising safety.

* Cost Estimates are Based on Average Cost Per Mile Estimates for Roadway Construction, June 1996, and do not include ROW
Costs.

Similar to Avoidance Alternative 1, Avoidance Alternative 2 would result in community i.mpacts at
the Burnt Mills Community, including decreased traffic safety, decreased :availability of parking
and changes in access. This alternative would also eliminate the landscaped buffer island and
service road on the west side of MD 650 whereby creating unsafe condifjons for residents and
motorists by connecting driveways directly to proposed MD 650. The elimination of the service
road would have the same effect on parking for residents along the service road as Avoidance

Alternative 1.

Avoidance Alternative 2 would have similar impacts on local traffic patterns as Avoidance
Alternative 1 because, along MD 650, it would limit left-turn access into and out of the Burnt Mills
Community to only one location (Schindler Road). Increases in traffic volumes along Schindler

Road as well as other community side streets used by traffic entering the community via Lockwood
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Drive would have a similar effect on the quality of life currently enjoyed by residents of the

community as those described in Avoidance Alternative 1.

As described in Avoidance Alternative 1, there would be no opportunity to relocate the stormwater
management facility included in SHA's Selected Alternative. Therefore, no benefits of stormwater

management practices would be realized under this alternative.

The construction of underground ramps to provide left-turn access from southbound MD 650 onto
Mahan Road and from Mahan Road onto southbound MD 650 would cause the cost of this
alternative to be much greater than the other alternatives considered. The overall construction cost

(not including ROW costs) would be $24,807,732.

Avoidance Alternative 3 :
Avoidance Alternative 3 also holds the existing eastern curb line of MD 650 to avoid Section 4(f)

impacts and proposes widening the facility towards the community of Burnt Mills (Figure 14).
This alternative would require the elimination of the service road and landscaped buffer area along

the west side of MD 650 and the service road.

This alternative would consist of three 12-foot northbound lanes, three 12-foot southbound lanes
and an 18-foot median on MD 650. Where left turns are proposed, there would be a six-foot
monolithic median. The southbound lanes would continue to allow access to each of the side
streets. Left turns into the Burnt Mills Community would be limited to Schindler Drive, Ruppert
Road and Cresthaven Drive. Northwest Drive and McCeney Drive would be right in/right out only.

Table 10 summarizes the impacts associated with this avoidance alternative.

Access to the GSA property would be allowed at both Mahan Drive and Michelson Road.
However, left turns lanes on both northbound and southbound MD 650 would be one lane only.
Avoidance Alternative 3 would also include a four-lane road connecting Michelson Road and
Lockwood Drive. This proposed roadway is intended to provide an entrance directly into the

northern parking lot from Lockwood Drive.
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FIGURE 14

idance Alternative 3

e

Avo

Way
.

Right—
Proposed Right.

——————  Property Line

/7 New Pavement

Legend
Existing

Mahan Road ...

w
Sy
W &
ZQ
[oa M 3
o 3
P
}
{
| 3
wi < 1 3
m m wdq
o] & 3 S
. m &8
N .
/3 g
Q | (S Ty
S = mb
X “9
<L
o
T T e .
= “_ = W
E £2
Z2
o
X " 20
bt v
3
J
J
b
3
3
$
3

.

LN
ST

B 4

7
S e tta T
fﬂwui\

OAK.

AVH

e
b PNV N

PR

OTNNN

M:\4527\I \DESIGN\2D\FONSI\ figl 4-Avold-3_m&50.dgn




MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 s
Table 10
Avoidance Alternative 3 Impacts _ ~
Impact Category SRR N Adeance Alternative 3 Impacts e . S
Noise N01se levels would remain appr0x1mate1y the same or slightly lower, due to the

reduction in traffic volume. Sound barriers to mitigate traffic noise impacts would
remain not feasible or reasonable due to access and sight distance issues for
driveways and cross streets entering MD 650.

Air Residents along southbound MD 650 may experience a slight increase in CO
concentrations as a result of the realignment closer to homes; however, traffic
volume on MD 650 may be reduced slightly as a result of the additional access road
to the FDA facility from Lockwood Drive. Properties may be affected as a result of
the four-lane connector road between Michelson Road and Lockwood Drive.

Cost* $19,354,541
Landscaped Buffer This Avoidance Alternative would require elimination of the landscaped buffer area
between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD 650.
Service Road This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the service road.
Displacements This alternative has the potential to impact four residences located along MD 650,
. Residential between Ruppert Drive and Cresthaven Drive. This alternative has the potential to

displace two commercial properties at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection,

« Commercial and two businesses on Lockwood Drive east of the MD 650/Lockwood Drive

intersection.

ROW Acquisition Additional ROW acquisition would also be required (beyond what is depicted in
Figure 14) for bikeways and pathways.

Local Traffic Since a majority of the forecast trips to the FDA site originate south and west of the

MD 650 corridor, the proposed connector to the northeast of the corridor may not
adequately address the arrival pattern of site traffic. In addition, the proposed
connection is located 600 feet from the MD 650/Lockood Drive intersection. This is
close enough to impact traffic operations at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive
intersection.

Safety ' The elimination of the service road would require residents to enter their driveways
directly from MD 650, thus compromising safety.

* Cost Estimates are Based on Average Cost Per Mile Estimates for Roadway Construction, June 1996, and do not include ROW
Costs.

Avoidance Alternative 3 is not prudent and feasible because it would require several commercial
displacements and substantial community impacts. The acquisition of 0.26 acre of new ROW along
southbound MD 650 would affect four residential properties located adjacent to the existing
roadway. In addition, two commercial facilities located along southbound MD 650, south of
Lockwood Drive, would be displaced. The construction of the proposed new roadway between
Lockwood Drive and Michelson Road would require 0.98 acre of new ROW from three commercial

properties and require the displacement of two businesses.

Similar to Avoidance Alternative 1, Avoidance Alternative 3 would result in community impacts at

the Burnt Mills Community, including decreased traffic safety, decreased availability of parking
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and changes in access. The elimination of the landscaped buffer island and service road on the west
side of MD 650 would create the same unsafe conditions for residents and motorists as described
under Avoidance Alternative 1. The elimination of the service road would also result in the same

impacts to parking for residents along the service road.

The costs associated with Avoidance Alternative 3 would be substantially higher than the cost of the
Selected Alternative (not including ROW costs) due to the construction of the four-lane connector

road between Lockwood Drive and Michelson Road.

Changes in local traffic patterns would also result from this alternative. Providing only one left-turn
lane from southbound MD 650 onto Mahan Road, this entrance would not accommodate the
anticipated traffic volumes associated with the FDA consolidation. This would encourage motorists
to utilize the proposed Lockwood Drive entrance, whereby diverting traffic from MD 650 onto
Lockwood Drive. The introduction of this new entrance in conjunction with the proposed
improvements to the MD 650/Lockwood Road intersection is a cause for concern among local
citizens. These citizens feel that improvements at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection would
encourage through traffic to use local residential streets as alternate routes. Greater volumes of
traffic that would be using Lockwood Drive as a result of this alternative would exacerbate the
potential for this situation to occur. Furthermore, traffic bound for the FDA facility from
northbound US 29 may exit US 29 at Lockwood Drive insfead of MD 650 to avoid the left turn
from MD 650 onto Lockwood Drive. This could potentially result in greater traffic volumes on
Lockwood Drive during the AM peak period, which could make it more difficult for residents of the
adjacent community to turn onto Lockwood Drive. In addition, the 1997 White Oak Master Plan

states a goal to preclude the use of Lockwood Drive as a commuter thoroughfare for FDA

employees.

As described in Avoidance Alternative 1, there would be no opportunity to relocate the stormwater
management facility included in SHA's Selected Alternative. Therefore, no benefits of stormwater

management practices would be realized under this alternative.
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Table 11
Summary Comparison of Avoidance Alternatives
' o IR -+ Avoidance “Avoidance . Avoidance Selected
Impact Category v NO-Bll_ll.d ~ "Alternative 1 " Alternative2 Alternative 3 . - Alternative
Address Purpose & Need No Yes ' Yes Yes ' Yes
Right-of-Way (acres)* 0 0.66 0.66 1.24 7.30
Section 4(f) Impacts (acres) 0 0 0 0 7.48%*
Displacements 0 2 2 4 0
Residential 0 0 0 0 0
Commercial 0 2 2 4 0
Community Impacts
Eliminate service Eliminate service Encourage use of Does not
road road proposed eliminate service
Access None Limit left-turns Limit left-turns Lockwood Drive road
to/from Burnt to/from Burnt entrance Does not limit
Mills Mills Eliminate service left-turns to/from
road Burnt Mills
Eliminate parking Eliminate parking Eliminate parking Does not
Parking None on service road on service road on service road eliminate parking
on service road
Safety issues Safety issues Safety issues Driveways do not
result from result from result from directly enter MD
driveways directly driveways directly driveways directly 650
Traffic None entering MD 650 entering MD 650 entering MD 650 Does not
Potential increase Potential increase Increased traffic potentially
in traffic on side in traffic on side on Lockwood increase traffic on
streets streets Drive side streets
No benefits of No benefits of No benefits of All benefits of
Stormwater Management (SWM) N/A SWM SWM SWM SWM
Cost*** $0 $16,298,575* $24,807,732 $19,354,541 $15,463,398

*

Drive and Michelson Road.
kk
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F. Measures to Minimize Harm

A variety of measures were incorporated into SHA's Selected Alternative to minimize harm to the
White Oak Golf Course. Please refer to Chapter IV.E, Avoidance and Minimization Alternatives
of this section for details regarding minimization design strategies associated with the Selected

Alternative for minimizing impacts to the Section 4(f) property.

G. Mitigation

Impacts to the Section 4(f) resource will be mitigated through the use of landscape improvements
(Figure 15). Recognizing the recreational use this property serves, landscape elements are being
incorporated into the mitigation landscape plan that will blend with the redesign plans for the White
Oak Golf Course. SHA, in coordination with M-NCPPC and GSA, is incorporating a mitigation
landscape plan into the final design plans. In conjunction with LABQUEST, a Landscaping Focus
Group was formed to discuss landscaping issues within the MD 650 corridor (refer to Section V.C
of this document for further detail). Landscape elements include street trees, evergreén buffers,

ornamental planting beds and ornamental SWM enhancements.

SHA and GSA must determine the extent of landscaping maintenance each party is willing to
commit to so that it may be accounted for in the design process. A temporary eight-foot fence will
be constructed by SHA between the proposed sidewalk and SWM facilities. The purpose of the
temporary eight-foot fence is to provide a buffer between the golfers and the construction site and to
prevent deer from approaching MD 650. A new permanent fence will be installed along MD 650
prior to removing the temporary fence. Also, the recreational use of the property as a golf course is
being considered in the landscape design. GSA will be landscaping based on the FDA

development. The following summarizes SHA’s proposed Section 4(f) mitigation:

. Golf Course Gateways - The Golf Course has two proposed entrances along MD 650,
Mahan Drive and Relocated Michelson Road. SHA will landscape these entrances to
provide a gateway effect and be in accordance with the surrounding area. Additional
ornamental species will be added to the gateways in order to enhance the visual effects.
These plantings include flowering trees and shrubs along the driveways and in the

medians. More plantings would be focused in the area of the gateway to help add visual
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interest. Ornamental planting beds will include flowering trees, shrubs, perennials and
annuals with an evergreen backdrop. Using species with various bloom periods and

seasonal interest would provide year-round enhancements.

Golf Course Edge - The golf course is sensitive to visual impacts. It is important to buffer
intrusive views in order to maintain the golf course’s visual integrity. A landscaped buffer
will be added by SHA along MD 650 to help create an aesthetically pleasing atmosphere and
to block intrusive views of the highway. The buffer would extend between the northern
property limit to Relocated Michelson Road, between Relocated Michelson Road and
Mahan Drive and between Mahan Drive and the southern property limit. The landscape
buffer consists of earthen berms, evergreen trees, shade trees, ornamental trees and shrubs
and decorative perennial planting beds. In addition, SHA will install a temporary eight-foot
chain link fence at the limit of disturbance on the golf course along MD 650 prior to
removing the existing fence. The new permanent fence will be installed along MD 650 prior

to removing the temporary fence.

SWM Facilities - MDE requires that SHA provide stormwater management for the project.
The proposed locations fall within the Section 4(f) impacted area and the locations are south
of Mahan Drive and north of Relocated Michelson Road. These facilities would become
additional aesthetic features to the golf course. The SWM facilities are currently being
designed by SHA, as bio-retention ponds. These ponds drain fairly quickly (usually within
24 hours). Under the most severe conditions, retained water will seldom, if ever, remain for
more than 72 hours. The standing water will never be greater than 12 inches deep.
Ornamental plantings are proposed along the bench of the pond and along the slopes above
the lower pool. Species being incorporated into the landscaping design plan have been
carefully selected to provide an aesthetic feature to the golf course, while also considering
hydrologic and shade/sunlight tolerances. Plant species currently proposed include Allegany
serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis), river birch (Betula nigra), Virginia sweetspire (Itea

virginicia) and inkberry (Ilex glabra).

Sidewalks and Bike Paths - Sidewalk and bike path areas along the corridor will help
connect users to the golf course. The sidewalk and bike path areas will be attractive routes

for alternate modes of travel. These routes will be compliant with the Americans with
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Disabilities Act (ADA) and may be enhanced with additional landscaping. Landscape
opportunities include the use of street trees along the route to add color and shade. A setback
is also provided in the design in order to allow users a comfo“rtable buffer between the path

and the road. The buffer will be enhanced with additional trees and shrubs.

e Streetscaping - The MD 650 roadway improvements by SHA will include streetscape
features to enhance the corridor. Roadside enhancement areas include medians and setbacks
as well as the sidewalks, bike paths, SWM facilities and golf course gateways and buffers.
Median and setback enhancements include an allée of frees, ornamental shrubs and
groundcovers, pavers and other aesthetic features. These features would provide a more

attractive setting for the corridor and the golf course.

H. Coordination

Coordination with MHT was undertaken to identify and evaluate historically significant properties
and archeological resources in the project study corridor and to determine the effect of the build
alternative on these resources. Correspondence from MHT regarding the Section 106 process is
contained in Chapter VI, Other Agency Correspondence. On Oétober 19, 2001, SHA requested
MHT to concur that the project will have no adverse effect on the White Oak Golf Course/NOL
Historic District. On January 14, 2002, the MHT provided théir concurrence. As previously
mentioned, SHA will continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC and “GSA regarding the Section 4(f)

mitigation plan.

Lastly, the SHA coordinated with the M-NCPPC, MHT and GSA regarding the temporary use of
the White Oak Golf Course and NOL Historic District for construction access. All of these
agencies concurred with the temporary use criteria and agreed that the proposed improvements will
not result in permanent or adverse impacts to the golf course property and NOL Historic District.

All correspondence is included in Chapter VI, Other Agency Correspondence.

I. Conclusion

The following alternatives to avoid the use of property from the White Oak Golf Course/NOL

Historic District were evaluated and found to be neither feasible nor prudent:

e Alternative 1 (NoBuild)
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e Avoidance Alternative 1

e Avoidance Alternative 2

e Avoidance Alternative 3
Based upon the above considerations, there is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of land
from the White Oak Golf Course/NOL Historic District, and the proposed action includes all

possible planning to minimize harm to the Section 4(f) property resulting from such use.
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V. SUMMARY OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

This section summarizes the public involvement that has occurred for this project.

A. Introduction
There has been extensive public involvement associated with this project including a series of
LABQUEST, Landscaping Focus Group, community and public meetings. The most recent
meetings include an Informational Public Meeting held on November 25, 2002 and an outreach
meeting with the Holly Hall Community on January 22, 2003. Summaries of these meetings are

included in this section.

B. LABQUEST Community Partnership
Since February 2000, SHA has actively participated in the LABQUEST, comprised of
representatives from local communities, advisory boards, civic associations, FDA, GSA,
Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties and M-NCPPC. LABQUEST has been assisting GSA
in the future development of the FDA facility, including improvements to the White Oak Golf
Course and transportation improvements affecting the surrounding communities. Comments and
suggestions received from LABQUEST have been evaluated and incorporated into preliminary
concepts where possible. LABQUEST members have provided valuable insights into the proposed
transportation improvements, including access to and from the FDA facility, transportation-related
problems during peak traffic hours, signage, pedestrian/bicycle/handicapped requirements,

environmental concerns, impacts to the business community and use of transit.

C. Landscaping Focus Group
In conjunction with LABQUEST, a Landscaping Focus Group was formed to discuss landscaping
issues within the MD 650 corridor. The Landscaping Focus Group consisted of private citizens and
community representatives, along with the President of LABQUEST. This focus group provided
input on a new gateway entrance to the FDA site at Mahan Drive, a new boundary fence along the

White Oak Golf Course and proposed landscaping along MD 650.
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D. Community Meeting
An outreach meeting was held with the Holly Hall Community on January 22, 2003. This facility
was identified as an environmental justice community (refer to Section III.F.1.c for more detail).
Holly Hall is within the study area, but well outside the Selected Alternative’s ROW. At the
outreach meeting, SHA representatives provided a presentation to residents of the facility to obtain
input from the community on the proposed improvements (see January 22, 2003 Holly Hall
Community Meeting Minutes and Follow-Up Letter, Appendix C). : General comments included
topics such as vehicles making U-turns at Powder Mill Road, truck traffic at Holly Hall, access to

MD 650 from the Holly Hall facility, signalization, pedestrian safety and bus access.

E. Public Meetings
Three public meetings were held to obtain community input on the MD 650 project. The initial
meeting was held on April 5, 2000 at the CHI Center. The purpose of this meeting was to review
the traffic reports completed for the project, discuss the proposed improvements contained in these

reports and review the project schedule. On September 10, 2001, a second public meeting was held

- at the CHI Center to discuss SHA’s MD 650 transportation improvement alternatives being studied
to accommodate future traffic associated with the FDA consolidation. SHA and M-NCPPC staff
notified attendees that M-NCPPC would review the design proposals at its meeting on Thursday,
October 25, 2001. The public was given the opportunity to direct comments on the project to the
Montgomery County Planning Board. Several general comments were voiced from local residents

at the meeting. Topics discussed included design-related issues and traffic operations, such as

speeding and circulation patterns on existing roads.

An Informational Public Mcetiflg held on November 25, 2002 at the CHI Center was the third
public meeting held, with a public attendance of 119 people. The purpose of this meeting was to
update the public on the project status, present the latest engineering and environmental studies and

provide a forum for public comment.
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Advertisements for this meeting appeared in the following newspapers:

e The Washington Post e The Afro-American
¢ The Montgomery Journal e The Gazette
e The Prince George’s Journal

A brochure was distributed to the project mailing list prior to the Informational Public Meeting and
was also available for distribution at the meeting. Included in the brochure was a listing of
locations where the October 2002 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation was on public display for those
seeking comprehensive data and results of the environmental studies. The 45-day comment period

began on November 11, 2002 and ended on December 31, 2002. These locations included:

Montgomery County Library
White Oak Branch

11701 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Montgomery County Library
Long Branch Branch

8800 Garland Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20901

Montgomery County Library
Silver Spring Branch

8901 Colesville Road

Silver Spring, MD 20910

State Highway Administration
District 3 Office

9300 Kenilworth Avenue
Greenbelt, MD 20770

State Highway Administration
Resource Center — 6™ Floor
707 North Calvert Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

A stimmary of the written comments received following the November 25, 2002 Informational
Public Meeting is provided in Section V.E.1. The majority of the written comments received
related to topics including design, vehicle and pedestrian safety, bike paths, traffic patterns, speed
limit and transit. SHA received and responded to a total of forty-seven written comments.

Individual written comments and SHA response letters can be found in Section V.E.2.
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V.E.1 SUMMARY OF WRITTEN

COMMI

ENTS AND COMMI

ENTS

RECEIVED AT THE INFORMATIONAL
PUBLIC MEETING
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V.E.1

Summary of Written Comments and
Comments Received at the Informational Public Meeting

119 People Attended
47 Written Comments/Letters Received
As of 12/31/02

Design
e Adding fourth leaf to US 29/MD 650 cloverleaf
e Support for northwest entrance to FDA facility at Cherry Hill Road (concemn that traffic will
cut through Bumnt Mills neighborhood to access US 29)
e Support for No-Build
People exiting from McDonald’s/Office Depot complex make an illegal “C” turn onto MD
650 going north. Close the break in front of driveway
Consideration of right turn only lane from 1-495 at Powder Mill Road
MD 650/Lockwood Drive, specifically exiting the shopping center
Will motorists proceeding north on MD 650 still be able to turn right on Milestone Drive?
Wouldn’t widening US 29 seem more appropriate at southbound US 29 to southbound MD
6507
e No changes are shown at entrance to the Hillandale Park, south of the firehouse and
Chalmers
e Support for northbound MD 650 single left-turn lane onto Lockwood Drive
e Support for single right-turn lane onto southbound MD 650
e Should the improvements to the MD 650/Lockwood Drive west leg include an additional
right-turn lane onto southbound MD 6507
e Opposed to exclusive left-turn lane in the existing median of southbound MD 650 to

northbound US 29

e Look at ways to route people into FDA from north and east (Industrial Boulevard or
Michelson)

e Will this plan have any impact on the houses located on MD 650 between the FDA and
Powder Mill Road?

e Keep 2 left lanes from MD 650 on to US 29 south. Keep the single right from Lockwood
onto southbound MD 650. There is a crucial need to bar traffic from cutting through Bumnt
Mills Hills and nearby community. There should be “Do not enter” signs during 3:30 pm —
7:00 pm on Schindler, Ruppert, Cresthaven and Michelson

e At Hillandale Shopping Center, consider making a right turn only at exit to Powder Mill
Road. Anyone wishing to enter MD 650 can do so directly from [the] shopping center or by
way of Elton Drive. Cars pulling out onto Powder Mill are in great danger, especially from
cars making a turn from MD 650
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e Support project and almost all changes. Suggested improvements: On southbound MD 650
at US 29 southbound ramp, make sure landscaping does not block drivers’ view of cars
making a left into the same ramp. Like new left turn into shopping center from southbound
MD 650. Recommend a signal. Need three left turn lanes westbound from Lockwood

e Will the MD 650/Colesville underpass be widened? What is being done to improve ingress
& egress for the White Oak Shopping Center? Will Powder Mill between Riggs and Route 1
be widened to accommodate increased traffic? Will speed bumps be placed in east
Hillandale to discourage traffic — purely transitory — from Powder Mill and MD 6507

Safety (general)

e Left on Randolph Road from north on MD 650 (safety concern, allow more room for inner
lane cars to make turn)

¢ Sharp turns required to ncgotiate ramp from southbound US 29 to southbound MD 650 are
unsafe

e Safety is a major concern when getting off of the Beltway to go south on MD 650 with the
increased traffic in the area

o Figure 1 — Build Alternative — Sheet 2 of 4. Reengineer median strlp on MD 650, opposite
present Michelson Road, so autos exiting Office Depot area are not allowed to turn left onto
650 to go north. Allow vehicles to turn left into this access road headed north (put in the
same physical barrier here that you now have at Colesville, just north of Randolph). This is a
safety hazard | :

e Against 6 lanes of traffic (3 southbound, 3 northbound) of cars undecided whether to turn
into McDonald’s, Office Depot, Office Park area, etc, etc, or just to keep going south. Study
what happens here as it is very interesting, but deadly

¢ Responsible police enforcement is needed

e Concem for safety and traffic in the Burnt Mills Hills. There should be no entry during peak
hours, especially evenings, from Mahan Drive traffic. Put signs and enforce that at
Schindler, Ruppert, Cresthaven and Michelson where they intersect MD 650. I agree with a
single right turn on Lockwood, south to MD 650. I also support a double left from MD 650
at US 29 South. We have many young children as our neighborhood is in transition with
serious selling to young families

Pedestrian Safety

e Sidewalk on west side of MD 650 should extend north to Quaint Acres Drive to provide
easy access to the library for people living west of MD 650 and south of US 29 (need
pedestrian activated signal)

o Pedestrian safety and access (lack of sidewalks on east side of MD 650 between fire house
and commercial area) (Pedestrian safety at golf course entrance, bus stops and along MD
650)

e Need pedestrian or weight plate instead of existing yellow ﬂashmg light. Pedestrians using
public transportation can’t cross street if dropped off on north s1de of MD 650 at places of
worship

e Pedestrian safety at Lockwood/Burnt Mills Avenue

e New left turn entry from MD 650 into White Oak Shopping Center (no light)
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e Pedestrians need adequate time to cross wide roadways
Where are on-road bike lanes on southbound MD 6507

e Don’t underestimate pedestrians crossing to White Oak Shopping Center from the Point
Community

e Need speed bumps and traffic cameras to protect children walking to school on Lockwood
Drive and Burnt Mills Avenue. Sidewalks through this area would be welcomed and would
reduce the danger to pedestrian traffic

Bike paths
e Support for dedicated bike paths

Bike path on northbound MD 650 needs to be 10 feet according to M-NCPPC guidelines
Extend bike path from Milestone Drive to Powder Mill Road

Add bike paths to all major arterials in both directions to help ease congestion and pollution
Need for bicycle and pedestrian access to FDA facility, concern for those employees
walking from buses on MD 650, need for bike paths and walkways all the way to FDA
buildings that do not interfere with vehicular traffic

Traffic
e Northbound traffic on MD 650 at Powder Mill Road

e Southbound traffic at MD 650/US 29, change to three lanes

e Concern about traffic cutting up and down Lockwood Drive from Bumt Mills and

Northwest Avenues (Need signs /speed limit bumps/no entrance hour restrictions/hard right

turn)

Traffic at MD 650/US 29, only two lanes go under US 29. Why can’t three lanes be made?

Need traffic signal at MD 650/Quaint Acres Drive

Reduce traffic at Lockwood Drive from US 29 to MD 650

Synchronize the traffic lights, especially during rush hour mornings and evenings

Look at zip codes of present FDA employees to see where they are coming from

Concern about traffic backing up from US 29 and Lockwood Dr. interchange — past Quaint

Acres and Tanley Road (North of these interchanges on MD 650). As it is NOW, during

busy times we cannot get out of our side streets to enter MD 650. With more traffic, there

has got to be better flow on MD 650. south or we will have grid lock on our streets

‘e Please plan carefully for the intersection of southbound MD 650 exiting on to the ramp for
US 29 south. Currently there are two lights there and signage that says “Proceed on flashing
red after stop.” The combination of this sign and lights that are sometimes on and
sometimes off makes this a dangerous intersection

e Concerned with poor “Level of Service” ratings anticipated for the MD 650 corridor. Given
the number of failing intersections, parking spaces and the anticipated peak loads should be
confirmed. Some of the numbers used for the projections are re-hashed from very old, pre-
BMI studies

Speed Limit
e Enforce speed limit of 35 mph under proposed alternate
e Current traffic speeds/speed limit throughout White Oak and Hillandale

Finding of No Significant Impact
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e Speed limit/truck provisions on state and local roads

e Will the final design include new signage warning drivers to slow down and/or will at least
the new portion of the ramp (southbound US 29 to southbound MD 650) be graded at an
angle to help prevent spin-outs by drivers exceeding safe speeds?

Transit

e Transit riders, need bus stops, coordination with WMATA

e Consistency with the 1997 White Oak Master Plan (references to White Oak Transit Center
and FDA 2002 TMP)

e Look at locating possible transit center/metro station at former WSSC sludge processing
plant |
There do not appear to be any bus stops. Why?

e Why not place bus stops and turnarounds on FDA property instead of further crowding the
MD 650 area and the White Oak Shopping Center?

Miscellaneous

e Riderwood Village would be glad to host future community meetings

e What are the ramifications at the Shell Station? ‘

e Is existing pole going to be removed when turning left out of White Oak Shopping Center

e Concemn for the wildlife at White Oak Golf Course especially during any proposed
construction on MD 650. Temporary fencing should be installed if any permanent fencing
has to be removed during construction

e Information presented in the Environmental Assessment/Draft Sect1on 4(f) Evaluation does
not reflect current status of the White Oak Transit Center and the FDA’s Revised Master
Plan. The EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation should also mention the status of the Cherry
Hill Road back entrance

e The master plan does not address the dangerous commuter trafflc that will be taking a

shortcut through our neighborhood to go from US 29 to the Schmdler Drive entrance by -

cutting through Lockwood Drive and Burnt Mills Avenue

Facilitator Notes/Verbal Comments

Facilitators: Karen Arnold, Allison Cauthorn, and Darrell Sacks
Comments: ~Community comments, suggestions and concerns included the following:

— Signage (such as “local traffic only” or “no through traffic”) should be
provided to restrict traffic onto Schindler Drive, Ruppert Road, Crest
Haven Drive and Michelson Road during peak traffic hours.

— Eliminate cut-through traffic from Mahan Road to Schindler Drive by
providing signage (“local access only”); enforcement by police will be
necessary.

— Signage should be provided along Lockwood Drive to restrict through
traffic.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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— US 29 southbound should be widened to accommodate increased traffic
double left turn lanes onto US 29 southbound ramp.

— The fourth through lane proposed along MD 650 northbound should
begin south of Powder Mill Road.

— Alternate modes of transportation should be explored and encouraged to
reduce future FDA traffic. A study should also be completed to
determine from where new employees/commuters are coming.

- A new traffic signal should be provided at MD 650 and Quaint Acres
Drive, as well as a crosswalk at the library to address pedestrian safety.

— A new traffic signal should be provided at MD 650 and Oaklawn Drive.

— The timing of traffic signals should be investigated and modified,
especially at the Hillandale Fire Department.

— Additional bus stops are needed along MD 650.
The new MD 650 sign blocks the traffic signals at Chalmers Road.

— There is an archeological site on the south side of MD 650 in the
residential neighborhood that needs to be identified. Jim Sorenson of M-
NCPPC will contact Mary Barse of SHA.

Facilitator: Gabe Makhlouf

Comments:
— Mr. Schnackenberg commented on an existing large sign for the office

building just north of the existing Michelson Road. The widening of MD
650 will apparently impact this sign and little space would be available
to relocate. He was referred to Mr. Ravenscroft of SHA district right-of-
way who stated that the sign would either be relocated or compensated
for. A determination will be made during right-of-way negotiations.

— One resident questioned the need for a bike path between the fire
department and Lockwood Drive. He stated that this bike path will not
be used and doesn’t have logical termini. He’d like to see funds put to
better use. Reference was made to the County Master plan, which shows
a planned path.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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— Right turn into Cresthaven from the frontage road is too sharp and not lit
which caused many accidents in the past. Difficult to make the turn and
would like to have widened.

— Through movement from Mahan Road to Schindler should be denied
just as proposed for Relocated Michelson/Northwest.

Facilitator: Pamela McNicholas
Comments:

— Is the northwest entrance at Cherry Hill Road being considered? How
many additional employees will be at the new FDA site? The current
plan for entrance to the proposed FDA site overloads MD 650 and
overlooks the utility of the Cherry Hill entrance gate. Is there an issue
with funding this potential additional entrance to the facility?

— The bike path proposed along the MD 650 widening is not functional in
terms of pavement required to construct 'the path, cost, and
origin/destination.

—~ Northbound traffic out of the MD 650/1-495 interchange bottles up at
Powder Mill Road. Has any consideration been given to creating a right
turn only lane from northbound MD 650 to Powder Mill Road? This
would allow a large volume of cars at this intersection to get out of the
intersection and alleviate delays northbound on MD 650 and east on MD
212 (Powder Mill).

Facilitator; Jessica Brado
Comments:

Laura McDonald ‘
- Northeast entrance into FDA facility (look for back ways in)
— Pedestrian crossings from high rise into shopping center
— Would like to see pedestrian bridge to Giant/White Oak Shopping
Center

Lillie R. Brown, Hillandale resident
—~ Traffic flow south of Powder Mill and Beltway. Focus of study is
currently north of this. Employees coming from the Washington D.C.
area on the Beltway need to be considered.

John Sery, Oakview Citizens Association
— The study needs to go further south to Oakview Drive, the first light
south of the Beltway. Why is the study cut off at Powder Mill Road?
— Traffic coming off of Adelphi Road. Poor turn lanes between Adelphi
and Powder Mill Road.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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Bill Kelly
— Liked typical sections (vertical breakdown)
- Bicycle lane should be 10 feet, not 8 feet, according to M-NCPPC
standards.
Elliot Ware

— Traffic coming out of Chalmers Road due to Hillandale Volunteer Fire
Department. Concern about traffic light, bus stop and pedestrian
crossing.

Finding of No Significant Impact
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V.E.2 INDIVIDUAL WRITTEN
COMMENTS FROM THE
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
AND SHA RESPONSE LETTERS
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February 5, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
- MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Mary Massey
2012 Forest Dale Dr.
Silver Spring MD 20903 . -

Dear Ms. Massey:

Thank you for your comments regarding the' MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular. pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding the left tum from New Hampshire Avenue onto
Randolph Road has been noted. Thank you for this valuable comment. From the
description you have given us, it appears that there is a legitimate concem that needs to
be investigated further. Since the intersection to which you are referring is well beyond
the limits of this project, your comment has been forwarded to our District 3 Engineer,
Mr. Charlie Watkins.
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Ms. Mary Massey
Page Two
February 5, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in grder to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410 662-7400 or dpknight@mita.biz.

Al /’;-/‘_’

Kenneth T. Briggs H ;
Chief, Highway Design bmon

Sincerely,

cc: Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA !
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA
anad KMy cCormick, Taylor, and Associates
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS
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February 5, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21]

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of
Us 29

Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Paul Dwiggans

St. Stephen Lutheran Church '
Property Committee .

11612 New Hampshire Ave

Silver Spring MD 20904

Dear Mr. Dwiggans:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Y our comment regarding the extension of the sidewalk along New Hampshire
Avenue to Quaint Acres Drive has been noted. A very preliminary review of the site
indicates that this may be a possible addition to the project even though it extends beyond
the intended limits of construction. An additional study has been authorized to evaluate
possible impacts to right-of-way, utilities, sign locations, drainage flow, added
construction costs and safety issues. We will also include the Montgomery County - ~
Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPWT) in the studies. .1f the study
produces favorable results and additional funding is available, we will attempt to add this

feature to the presem contract. 1f problems are encountered, the possibility of adding the

sidewalk -vill be deferred to a later date. Thc MCDPWT can be contacted at 101 Monroe i
St.. Rockville, Marviand, 20850.
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Mr. Paul Dwiggans
Page Two
February 5, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments arid will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 ordpknight@mta.biz. .

Sincerely,

Uit @m

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA
Mr Bob Simpson. Montgomery Coumy DPW&T

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

: ‘MO9%00B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE'A VENUE) .
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197

Sl Doy &r s g
NAME . - DATE /25

PLEASE ADDRESS S T.

S TE/TEN LUTHERp  C K

RINT
? cy STATE zIP

I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:
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PECLLE L yiNG WEST OF MN.KH. AveE:

L

souvtH oF Rrs 2.9

IPiease add my/our name(s) to the Malling List.

["]piease delete my/our name(s) from the Maliing List.

* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the maii are already on
" the project Mailing List
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February 5, 2003
! Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Miil Road
to North of US 29

Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. & Mrs. James Cullen
9708 Laconia Dr.
Adelphia MD 20783

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Cullen:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powdes Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehi¢ular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding the speed limit on New Hampshire Avenue has been
noted, as has your concern regarding pedestrian safety. The Montgomery County Police
Department is responsiblé for enforcing the speed limit. The pedestrian signal timing
will be evaluated by the Montgomery County Transportation Management Centerto
ensure that the proper timing is given for pedestnians.to cross MD 650. It should be noted
that from Chalmers Rosd to Lockwood Drive, all bus stops will be relocated to the
signalized intersections of Chalmers Road, Mahan Road/Schindler Drive, the new signal
at Northwest Drive, and at Lockwood Drive. These modifications will help improve
pedestrian safety especially at bus stops.
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Mr. & Mrs. James Cullen
Page Two
February 35, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta biz.

.

Sincerely,

it/

a © Kenneth T. Briggs J
Chief, Highway D Division

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD
T Dana PTKEgRt™™c Cormick, Taylor, and Associates
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

. MO900B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
. MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
. CHI CENTER -
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE'
SILVER SPRING, MD20903-1197

NAME

PLEASE - .DDRESS

> ADrd)

PRINT

oy g ': ;‘ 2. -~ STATE -{4:{, > 4 ZE:;,

me)/vlsh to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project:..

N . o X ” .

v’ Lok oLl

’ V%Zm//vuuQi/ /114&41441?4 ¥5Vvta +o Chrowo

[JPlease add my/our name(s) to the Maiiing List. Me/ o o) ke

[JPiease delete my/our namé(s) from the Maiiing List. 77

* Ppersons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are already
the project Mailing List
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Rebert 1., Ehdtich,de, Corernne - Michael S, Steele. L1 Hueernor © Trent XYRIeman, Vetimngg Sevectoass:

February 5, 2003
! Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Arthur Corbin
641 Concerto Lane
Silver Spring MD 20901

Dear Mr. Corbin:.

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment in favor of the No-Build Alternate (Alternate 1) has been noted, as
has your concem regarding traffic congestion in the moming rush hour. .

Thank you for your comments and opinions. The Maryland State Highway
Administration (SHA) is presently improving the US 29 commidor north of the MD 650
interchange, and we recognize the problems to the south. Unfortunately, funding isnot _
available to address those problems at this time. The FDA consolidation will bring far
more employees to the White Oak Facility than the Navy workers that formerly occupied
the property. This will be a large office complex that will bring approximately 6,000
workers 1o the site. Planning, traffic analysis; interviews with FDA employees, and
coordination with Federal, Siate, and Cdunty agencies have evolved into the plan
presented to accommodate this influx of traffic with the least possible amount of
disruption to traffic in the immediate vicinity of the FDA site. Effcris have been included
in the design to discourage the use of local streets hy commuters.
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) STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Arthur Corbin QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

Page Two
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING ,
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and wiil FROM SOUTH OF P,OVVDER MILL RD, TONORTHOF US 29

continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is ' :

included on the project mailing list in order 10 keep you informed about our progress. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P-M.

Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions, please contact Dana CHICENTER

Knight, Project Manager, at 41 0-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. . 10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE

SILVER SPR]NG MD 20903-1197

Sincerely,

" NAME G\(;a,\_, Cr&\ DATE «ef 5] en
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Kenneth T. Briggs \i& cITY y z STATE ZIP e
Chief, Highway Design [fivision $’ {w -ert 2 . o, 2ot

' I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:
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Eﬁgase add my/our name(s) to the Malling List.

[Jriease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling Uist.

* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already. on
- the project Maiilng List
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Mr. William Delaney
Page Two
February §, |2003

State}lg 12"""'”‘:"! - . The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
JJQ n\ﬁ\- , continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. B :

Administration :_*

Ruhert L. Ehrlteh e, thrernnr « Michunel 8, Steele, L2 Gnrvemor < Trom M. KINmun, Avting Soenhten

February §, 2003 - Sincerely,

Re:  Project No. MO900B21 - leL i -/ ’
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to' 7l Eel
North of US 29 ) Kenneth T. Briggs b) h
Montgomery County, Maryland Chief, Highway Desi ivision_

Mr. William lSe]anej ) _
1800 Powder Mill Road '

Silver Spring MD 20903-1515 g cc:  Mr Darrell Sacks i

FME Dana P Xnight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates

Dear Mr. Delaney: Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) -
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road 1o north of US 29. The purpose of the project is -
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding traffic congestion on Powder Mill Road has been noted
as has your question regarding the use of a right-only turn lane from 1-495 to Powder Mill
Road. During the peak traffic hour, there are 259 right turns being made from
Northbound 650 to Eastbound Powder Mill Road. As you suggested, a right tumn bay
would help, but there is approximately a 200 foot section from Elton Road where there is
not enough room to provide the extra lane needed without taking a portion of the
shopping center. Therefore, the fourth lane cannot be extended from Elton Road to
Powder Mill Road.
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

- *,MOS00B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 PM.
CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197

NAME ", Wlu.mr« 'bé' Lark DATE

ADDRESS

K /1.5 Ak
PLEASE +
RINT [Baq pﬁwjﬁa. Pute  f0ATS -
ciTY J;L dea Sprty STATE' M3 2IP .
. 1We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of'this project:.
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[TJPlease add my/our name(s) to the Maliing List.

[JPtease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling Ust.
* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Mailing List
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Administr

Moo g aes o Proansemmi s on
Robert 1. Ehelieh. . Garcrmr - Michnel S, Steele, L1, tinrernnr + Trem M, Kittlemnn, Aeting Seveetury

February 6, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29

Montgomery County, Maryland
Ms. Heather Thomas a i

10202 Lariston Lane
Silver Spring, MD 20903

Dear Ms. Thomas.

Thank you for your comments reqardmg the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding an increase in traffic exiting the White Oak Shopping
Center to Lockwood.Drive once the site is fully occupied by FDA has been noted, as
have your comments regarding proposed bike paths and US 29/MD 650 clover leaf.

The proposed MD 650 improvements were based on roadway transportation
needs identified in the General Service Administration’s (GSA) /997 Final
Environmental Impact Statement. 1In July 1997, the GSA proposed to consolidate the
FDA at the former site of the Naval Surface Warfare Center located in White Oak,
Maryland. A "Transportation Improvement Feasibility Study” (BMI, 1999) was prepared
for Montgomery County to determine the need for transportation improvements. The
study determined that improvements to five intersections/interchanges as well as the ~
northbound MD 650 lane would be needed. 1n March 2000, a_report entitled-"Review of
Transportation Improvements Along New Hampshire Avenue (MD 650)" (GSA, 2000)
was prepared for GSA and presented the selected build altemnative for further evaluation
and review. . i
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

. Heather Th .
;Aasge Teo . QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

February 6, 2003

_ . ‘MOS00B21
, ’ , INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
~ The addition of turn lanes on Lockwood Drive were a part of the original study MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)
plans, but local residents voiced strong opposition because they felt that this would FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF us 29
encourage additional commuter traffic through local neighborhoods. Further studies ‘ : :
resulted in the present modifications designed to encourage commuter traffic to use the MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 PM.
US 29 interchange. Based on SHA’s traffic evaluation, and the distance involved . CHI CENTER : ’
between the FDA access points and the US 29 interchange, it is anticipated that motorists 10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE h
will be able to safely merge across MD 650 to access the US 29 southbound movement. . ~ SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 .
. . ] T
Your support of both bike paths has been noted and is appreciated. You: -
suggestion of adding the fourth leaf to the US 29/MD 650 clovzrtl,eaf has been r:vicwcd.' NAME : HFD‘H'Y’J’ Thomas. DATE —JJ-Z‘—&]-@-l
At one time, this movement was in place, however, it introduced major weaving PLEASE ADDRESS '
problems along the US 29 southbound roadway, and was therefore removed to improve i InR0a Losision Lane
_ that condition. The double left turn now planned for northbound MD 650 to southbound PRINT cITY STATE ZIP ' L i
US 29 is expected to operate at an acceptable level of sérvice. Siwer SD'"V‘:", - AL N, 2mod
. . []
The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 1We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:

continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is R .
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. - : - R

Thank you for your interest. If you have any further uestions pl tact D: N . . . -

Knight, Project Manager, at dpkysight@mta?'biz. questions please contact Dana '(r,“)()$lnckwood— specifically frm Whik Oak Si'nppingﬁen:ﬁrm-
' s, Exding Hoe Shopoing cenkc o go Sewdhan (600

('ﬁnmin‘(ja' IcP::- Lomlockusoad ) i alcencly *n»a,{l.,f" AfReult.
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Chief, Highway Design Division i :

Hy. Qrec- | Ao+ have an ensy Qnsier (maghe mare .
cc:  Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning, SHA : Y. ) :
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+ persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
B ““the project Malling List - k
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RE:  Project No. MO900B21
. R . MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
. North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Barry Wiles

~ 11803 Ithica Road

Silver Spring MD 20904 -~ - - - emrome

Dear Mr. Wiles: _ '

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road 1o north of US 29. The purpose of the project ic
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians 10 and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedéstrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. ’

Your comment regarding a need for a pedestrian activated traffic signal at Quaint
Acres Drive and MD 650 has been noted. An analysis was performed last month and we

concluded that there’was not enough pedestrian volume to justify a pedestrian signal here.

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order 10 keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for-your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410 662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.. _

Sincerely,

bl

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design Division

My iedephone numbner-tsdbtrvee number is
Shtratisad ity o
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Mr. Barry Wiles
Page Two
February §, 2003

cc.  Mr. Darrell S'ac_ks, Project Planning Division, SHA
M- Dand P RATERMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

. ", MOS00B21 -
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)

FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. ~ 8:00 P.M.
CHICENTER ’
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197

' NAME QQT’\‘(/ [M“)@\S DATE //Q;éz
PLEASE ADDRESS jli()"% B Th,

o Gl Spcuy T o T 2oay

PRINT

I/'We wish to comment or inqujre about the following aspects ofithis project:.

Nogl ﬁmwl @M prechua do)
Clqwul ot

fuawt Actes Dave

ers ONY hSo .

gplease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.

Please delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.
* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are aiready on
the project Malling List

L

“SKA

State Hiolfei
\ OV
Administration «_ ®
Rebwrt L. Ehelleh, e tiarormr = Mibhael S, Sieebe, LE. Gavermer + Trem N, Kintonmn, 1efing Sovector
February S, 2003 )
- ) Re:  Project No. MO900B21

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Hugh S. Pettis
10260 New Hampshire Avenue -
Silver Spring MD 20903

Dear Mr. Pettis: ) -

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is:
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and fronr
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug .
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Féderal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commereial sites.

_ Your comment regarding sidewalks, pedestrians and the safety of bus stops along

MD 650 has been noted. We have interpreted this comment as referring to stops
currently along the commercial area to the north because the commercial area to the south
is connected via a continuous sidewalk. As for the connection to the north (towards
Lockwood Drive), we are proposing an 8 foot-wide bike path. The intent of the proposed
bike path on the east side of MD 650 is for the use of both bicyclists and pedestrians.
The bike iane, located between the right-most travel lane and the curb is, in contrast, for
the use of commuter biking. Although not shown on the color displays presented at the
Public Informational Meeting, a concrete pad will be constructed at each bus stop along
this project. This is depicted on the detailed construction plans.
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Mr. Hugh Pettis
Page Two
February 5, 2003

The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for

your interest. 1f you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project
Manager, at 410-662 7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. .

Sincerely,

Kenneth T. Briggs )
Chief, Highway Design {_)hnsron

cc: Mr. Darvell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA !
MDA PEKnight McComick, Taylor, and Associates

/76%,74//// /‘/Ilum/: /’&&,WJ(ga fin //./.

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

: -M0900B21 -
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING )
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENLIE) :
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE A VENUE
- §ILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 B
. _,
NAME - ocg_L S. 7 e_-H‘—S— DATE // % S /L_
PLEASE
ey DPRESS Z(_/;L(CO Nee, Herp  ove .
O ks SPring SWE gy ze Ldjne

iWe wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of thls project:
Q/?C‘f[/)f& a.éovvé /acﬁ o Gichen Sidercalb z/ul«/yca
O 'Za\-/ Side_ 4O Afvecr, 74{ 4&4’.1%‘411/[
ctmprie £ @b = A %/-(( 4‘0 Y74 s n/ d
/)/v, -//.d route (e ol o, o C{L’) azf‘?; ea.
(}zl‘ o VER (LAY, /v)n( Lt '
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1//4 /_V

ﬂ v

[JPtease add my/our name(s) to the Maifing List.

D Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List.

rsons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are already on
the project Mailing List
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February 5, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to,

North of US 29

Montgomery County, Maryland
Ms. Janice Gittleson
10918 Lockwood Drive - -

Silver Spring MD 20901 . !
Dear Ms. Ginieson: '

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road 1o north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comments regarding traffic using roads in the Lockwood and Bumnt Mills
area have been noted, as have your concerns regarding pedestrian safety in your
neighborhood.

With regard to Lockwood Drive, it is classified by the local County Master Plan
as an arterial road, and therefore, i$ intended to carry through traffic as well as residential
access traffic. With regard to traffic volume restrictions (four-way stops, “Do Not Enter”
signs, etc.) on the secondary residential streets mentioned (Burmt Mills Avenue,
Northwest Drive), the Montgomery County Department of Public Works and
Transponation (MCDPW&T) can initiate a traffic study upon formal request by citizens,
homeowners, or neighborhood associations once a specific problem materializes. This
type of study would determine appropriate measures to deal with the specific problem.
MCDPW&T does not implement volume restrictions based on forecasied problems, but
uses actual observed data to install the most effective immediate solution. MCDPW&T
can be contacted at 101 Monroe St., Rockville, Maryland, 20850. ’
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Ms. Janice Gittleson
Page Two
February 5, 2_003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue 1o investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. '

Sincerely,

il A

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc: . Mr qu'rg_ll Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA .
LOTIan 5 FIKa gt McCormick, Taylor, and Associates -
Mr. Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T .




STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS
' + .MO%00B21 :
.INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING

- . * MD650(NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) - State Oﬁﬁzﬁ"
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 !

. Admlnlslmlon -

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M.  8:00 P.M. bt 1 BN, I, rmr - \iehwe . e, 1. s+ 1o 1. Ko Aot ——
CHICENTER . February 5, 2003
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE ' . >

SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197 , Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road

VME  fnmue iy Rektoear) N0 35 2007 | ot us 2

Montgomery County, Maryland

PLEASE

PRIN‘lf ADDRESSJJ 0 q IS? / ﬁr”/\’uyy‘d m A Mr. Millard Barger

ciry STATE md . 807 Bumnt Milis Avenue
S‘m‘jpﬂ‘%—' ZQ—[fé\L— Silver Spring MD 20901

_ YWe wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: _ . i

: Dear Mr. Barger: _
I""? shi/{ /lﬂl?lhﬂ_éf/ 2l 91{0_) . ear Mr. Barger

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north.of.US 29. The project will consider provisions for i improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians 10 and from the proposed Food and Drug : '
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.
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Your comment regarding traffic using roads in the Bumnt Hills Mills
neighborhood for access to US 29 has been noted, as have your concerns regarding
another entrance 0 Cherry Hil! Recl, . the overload of traffic on MD 650.

In order to discourage usé of local streets by commuter traffic, design and signing
elements have been incorporated into the proposed highway design. The General
Services Administration (GSA) currently i initiating studies for the northwest access from
Cherry Hill Road, in which environmental impacts and costs will be evaluated as a part of
the overali building plan for the FDA development. Traffic cvaluanons for the MD 650
project have been based on the inclusion of this entrance. -
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Mr. Mallard Barger
Page Two
February 5, 2003

The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue
10 investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the
project mailing list in order 10 keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Mr. Dana Knight, Project
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Smcerely i [{"0
l{e%; Briggs %
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc: Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD
(NBEIRRaEs X ERE McCormick, Taylor, and Associates

Mr. Bill Potterton, Generat Services Administration

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS .

MO900B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING \
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

PLEASE-

ORINT

CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
,.‘SILVER SPRING, MD_2(_7903-1197 . ., .
DATE | éié X
. J . .
ADDRESS g0 an\& M\l\( P\vc_ )
. CITY S;\v s a STATE . M .ZI'P 2040\
I/We wish to comment or lnqﬁlre about the following aspects of thls project:
AA\\M \\vuo(_ l\l\&\'ﬂ\ﬂ\((_ \\"b +e. Whits Ok /F‘\A’ -
sibe wil) Ftast b cou RE 5D dn Caniba N
Ax)\ (MKQA.JV\‘\ \{nAk( \M *k ?}Uyr\¢ M\\< ke\cLL\-«vl\m’u
S
X Chevry WA RA This wadd nst mly b
VAN £ NCEV I u* me\)\& CQ\AA\\A\V lW\DvnvP .“4_ (M\Mo\
ae A over\osks Al Ay € b_Cheny H o,
«M &\‘k ‘\AS m.‘\cv 'k\nvouq(\ch'r P {431 u’;“
}Q\PAA\‘L AVT.1V3 & \M\OVMN‘Xﬂ {v M&* éto \\M

MONDAY, NOVEMBERZS 2002, 6:00 PM. - 8:00 PM
NAME |, Ml\kwk %Aﬁ"

Y o Vevy fonceened Tt bl o(\M e
nea mevk ﬂlv.m\" et b accie RE AL T ovae
£ e ve bt w ou it B
_m@m@am\“h Rt 4SO
1_;y_)L(wu( e Q

[JPiease add my/four name(s) to the Maliing List. . .

[Jriease delete my/our name(s) from the Maliing List.
+ persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are aiready on

the project Mailing List  ~ _




Ms. Pat Metz .
Page Two

. Mm.n.u January 24, 2003 .
]« ) ’\\
Mminlmallon

. !
Tutwert L Ehlleh, b Sercrmr © Michned S, Suade, L Garermr - Teem ML KInbemnn, Aetingy Sevptnry

January 24, 2003 cc: Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD
: I me

Re: - Project No. MOS00B21 - .
. MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to T '
North of US 29 : -

Montgomery County, Maryland . B - B
Ms. Pat Metz _
3110 Bracefield Road -
Silver Spring MD 20904 ‘
Dear Ms. Metz: .o . '

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chslmers Road to north of US 29. The project will eonsider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug .
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to -
existing and planned activity centers, including commereial sites.
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Your comment regarding the Riderwood Village meeting facilities has been
noted. Thank you for offering to host future ecommunity meetings. We will eertainly
consider Riderwood Village as a meeting location for future meetings, if needed.

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the projeet mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any questions, please contact me at 410-545-
8761, 1-888-228-5003 or kbriggs@sha.state.md.us.

| ' : Sincerely, - : ' 7 -

ol

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway

Division
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION"
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

' MO900B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW PSHIRE‘AVENUE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 PM. - 8:00 P.M.
B CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197

e o e (e o

PLEASE ’ Af—cf‘ MM ———
o \DPRESS A ST 5
PRI y =2, ;
ciTY ﬁ//owﬁfﬂa Mmp 2P &050!3/

. I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project: . -

e eret ﬁ@ otlal/ &%nta‘/&/@@

Gl —

S0, <1d-8379

[JPlease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List. .

[JPiease delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List.
* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Mailing List
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' _ February 5, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
- MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Clay Tennis
10416 Rodney Road
Silver Spring MD 20903

Dear Mr. Tennis:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road tonorth of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from -
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for i 1mprov1ng !
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding an extension of the bicycle path/side\u;a]k south to
Powder Mill Road has been noted, as has your concern regarding current speeds of traffic
in the area.

The plans for this project do not include widening or additional right-of-way
through this area. Unfortunately there are no funds available to accommodate the
additional widths necessary for exclusive bikeways in the area. The same right-of-way
constraints apply to the development of exclusive bikeways that exclude pedestrian
accommodation throughout the project.’ -

Several comments were received relative to traffic speed along MD 650. We are
providing the latest standards of signing for traffic control and design standards for the
posted speed iimits. Beyond those efforts, it becomes a matter of enforcement; and we
will forward these concems to the local enforcement offices.

My rehephone numbeertoli-fnse anmibver is
Virraptossl Hetorsg Newsiov Foar ispmrivesd Hoviriong or Spevels | N0

Voriliog Wblreen: 1N 16@ T17  Plabtiinesne A 2 19KRa0,

T B o

Strvet .‘l:hlnv.'.' T Nerth Ve Sipsd Bt




<
v
N
W
o
fos )
S
3
g
a
L¢]
-
S
g
(=9
S
Z
3
=
Q
~
G
W
N
O

Mr. Clay Tennis

Page Two

February 5, 2003
1

The State High\'vay Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the
project mailing list in order 10 kecp, you informed about our progress. Thank you for
your interest. If you have any funher questions please contact Dana Knight, Project
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

: Sincerely,
: = . v ./
B /dﬂ";‘ lpé /g""J ;o

Kenneth T. Briggs d
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
K Dana P: K nght. McCommick, Taylor, and Associates
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

: MOS900B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE) .
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 PM.

CHI CENTER -
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
- SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197
. NAME - C/ﬂq/ fun,:y DATE _H-35vo 0_7/
PLEASE
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1/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:
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ase add my/our name(s) to the Malling List.

Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List

. PersorsM\ohavereceNedacopyofthisbmchuremrwghmemallarealreadyon
the project Mailing List

—

N
S

-




6T SN JO YHON 01 peoy [[IA 19pmod wolj 059 AN

oA

StateHm s

' Admimstratlnn

Ruhert L. Ehetivh, e, fnrermer - Mivhael S, Stoelie LL tioeeraor = Trom M, KINoman, bty Sevevtors

January 24, 2003

Re:  Project No. MOS00B21 . '
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. James Pendergrass,.Jr. ’

11602 Caplinger Rd.

Silver Spring MD 20904

‘Dear Mr. Pendergrass:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) .
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of. the project is ..

to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at-Powder Mill Road and from
‘Chalmers Road.to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving

_girculation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug:

Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access:to -
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding extending the bike path to Milestone Drive has been
noted, as have your concems regarding northbound traffic on MD 650 turning onto
Milestone Drive, the.change in the ramp from US 29 to southbound MD- 650, and -
additional bike paths along major arterial roads. Although it would be appropriate to
continue the bike path'to Milestone Drive, the available W'ldth under the US 29 Bndge
cannot accommodate a bike path. -

In response to your quesnon regarding whether or not motorists proceedmg north
on MD 650 would still be able to turn right onto Milestone Drive, the proposed p]ans
indicate that-a right-hand turn onto Milestone Drive will be pcnmtted .

C

.
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US 29 and, at the same time, exit MD 650 to northbound US 29. The current weave

distance between these two movements can no longer accommodate an acceptable level -
of service because of an increase in traffic volumes over the years. Therefore, the
pr0poscd improvement pulls back the nose of the ramp to gain additional weave length )
and improve the current situation. As for the bottleneck to the south, this i$ due to the

current traffic signal timing and the heavy left tuming movements. By proposing major
improvements to the Lockwood Drive Intersection and providing a median brake for a

left turn lane to the shopping center entrance, we anticipate improved traffic conditions.

share your views on bicycle and pedestrian traffic and ancmpl to prowde for pedestrian
and blker facilities where feasible.

feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on_the project mailing *
list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for your interest. 1f
you have any questions, please contact me at 4] 0-545-8761, 1-888-228-5003, or
kbriggs@sha.state.md.us.

cc: Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD _

Mr. James Pendergrass
Page Two
January 24, 2003

‘The reason for realigning the ramp that you described is'the need to provide
additional area for motorists coming in from US 29 to weave into the traffic on MD 650.
A large number of vehicles under the bridge attempt to enter MD 650 from southbound

-—Both-the-State-Highway Administration(SHA)-and-Montgomery County officials

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the

Sinccrely,

. . KcnncthT Bnggs
Chief, Highway Des) Dlvnsron_

mﬁmﬁm McCormick, Taylor, and Assocmles
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

i ", MOS00B21 :
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING !
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8'00 PM.
CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197
1

NAME. Jﬁ&_&cqu@msg el

DATE AT NVA

PLEASE
v POPRESS 1602 Co plaser af
. v g Q STATE 31 )\ 2P ooy

, Bo/fez2-9sD ) 304 /295 G222(2)
i/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: '

w%&/ﬁﬁ% liﬂ;&%-&ﬂ_‘ﬁzﬂf%‘/‘
D> W ; w b G ol
ng (an et 650 26)?

2 Wttt MM; 4/@#.«-/5),4&//064

tn,r,‘:éﬂ Mo s s 7

4). W MthWWWZ'W
MM/&"*{ Mpa/wfﬂwm

(JPlease add my/our name(s) to the Malling List.

JPiease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.

* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Malling List
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February §, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21)
. MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
- North of US 29 )
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Liz Berbakos
11010 Lockwood Drive,
Silver Spring MD 20901

Dear Ms. Berbakos:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve trafTic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to northof US 29. The project will consider provisions for i improving
circulation of traffic and pedesirians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The Pproject
will also consider adequatz vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access tc -nstmg and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites:.

Your comment regardmg traffic using Lockwdod Drive, especially in the moming
hours, has been noted, as have your ideas for ways to restrict traffic on Lockwood Drive.
With regard to Lockwood Drive, it is classified by the local County master plan as an
arterial road, and therefore, is intended to carry lhrough traffic as wel) as residential
accéss traffic It does not qualify for speed bumps-or "no-entrance’ hour restrictions. The
other techniques that you mentioned (signs, hard right tumn, etc.) were investigated and
studied by 1he project team. There were several studies performed at the US 29/
Lockwood Drive intersection to discourage northbound US 29 traffic from entering
Lockwood Drive at this location. The redesign concepts had to consider safety of
operation, access to an existing office complex, utility impacts, right of way constraints
and environmental issues. To accommodate changes to the intersection, there would be
major impacts to a stand of large oak trees and existing utilities. The cost of construction
when compared to the possible benefit achieved was prohibitive. Additionally, there was
a lack of consensus in the affected community. -
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Mr. Liz Berbakos
Page Two
February 5, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and
will continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing fist in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana '
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Sincerely,

W%f

enneth T. Briggs %5
Chief, Highway Design\Division

cc:  Mr. Darrell Sacks, SHA-PPD .
NEDERE P KTign, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates -

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS _

. .MOS00B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
. MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE, AVE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TONORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
_ CHICENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE _
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197 '
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I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:
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("] piease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.
[T Piease delete my/our name(s) from the Maliing Lst.

+ persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on -
- the project Mailing List
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February 6, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. John Metz
10506 Truxton Road
Adelphia MD 20783-1122

Dear Mr. Metz:

Thank you for your comments regarding lhe MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding the bottleneck conditions at MD 650 and US 29 and the
apparent lack of improved conditions for southbound traffic has been noted as has your
question regarding widening from two lanes to three.

The project is proposing three lanes of southbound traffic under the US 20
Bridge. The right lane would also serve as a “weaving lane™ for traffic exiting
southbound US 29 to southbound on MD 650. At the same time, southbound MD 650
traffic desiring to go north would enter the loop ramp on the south side of the
interchange. The proposed three lanes under the bridge are through lanes.
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Mr. John Metz -
Page Two
February 6, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpkmght@mla biz.

, - Sincere]y,
ennelh T Briggs g
Chief, Highway Desi vision
cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division

EDariaiPKright: McCormick, Taylor, and Assogi ales '
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

* MO900B21 Cot
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING !
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)

FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 600 P.M. - 800 P.M.
CHI CENTER . ’
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
ISILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197

NAM'E-' - A0h E. MET2 DATE 'y fos Tz
ADDRESS /p$D( TTRoUX7DA) /Z@A:E .
o Adey ol STATE s\ 2P D83 -/4)2

"IWe wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project:. ..
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lease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.
[JPiease delete my/our name(s) from the Maliing List.

* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the maii are aiready on

the project Maliling List
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- ’ " February 5, 2003

Re:  Project No. MOS00B21 - )
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Ruth Irwin
509 Quaint Acres Drive '
Silver Spring MD 20904 '

Dear Ms. Irwin;

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
1o improve raffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project wili consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Y our suggestion regarding modifications at the existing yellow flashing light due
to traffic speeds has been noted, as has your comment regarding vehicles experiencing
difficulty exiting Quaint Acres Drive making a left onto MD 650 due to traffic volumes.
Your concem regarding onvers exiting the White Oak Shopping Cenier has also been
noted.

The Honorable 1da Ruben, Maryland State Senator, has requested SHA District 3
Traflic to perform another Signal Warrant Analysis at the MD 650/Quaint Acres Dnive
intersection. This study is currently underway, and is expected to be completed in April
2003. The direct contact person at the Maryland State Highway Administration District 3
office, Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, may be contacted at Maryland State
Highway Administration, 9300 Kenilworth Avenue, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

Ay tehephone nunsherstolkfras nomieer is
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Ms. Ruth Irwin STATE KIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION .
Page Two QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS
February 5, 2003 :

! MO900B21

INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE.A VENUE)

) FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29
Regarding the White Oak Shopping Center, SHA is aware of the difficult tumn out . .

of the shopping cenier onto Lockwood Drive due to the proximity of MD 650. The

. M - ‘
proposed improvements add an additional lefi tumn lane from westbound Lockwood to ONDAY, NOVEMBCE_E g:g%zk 600 P.M. - 8:00 P-M.
southbound MD 650. These improvements along with additional improvements on MD
650 will help to reduce congestion at the intersection improving the access to the 105(_71 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
shopping center in this area. , SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197
The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will o NAME . p DATE -
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is PLEASE { I_I—/A J&U/ ,LJ Z / 2
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. ’ ADDRESS éz,
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana PRINT 5)? /)L(ﬂ/ﬂ z m
Knight, Project Manager, at dpknight@mta.biz. . ciTY E Y, é v § é:ﬁ h ? STATE ;2 2 Q ZJ 90 Z
o Sincerely, A

) Kodisit o nonl Mo a ZEEESS /g Ar ~

Kene 7. Brigas )V S/l a9 O 208t &1 lus s o (5 Yttty
Chief, Highway Design Division

#_/ 1/We wish to comment or Inqulire about the following aspects of this project:
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cc:  -The Honorable Ida G. Ruben, Senate of Maryland
Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA
DT R g McCormick, Taylor, and Associates
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[JPrease delete my/our name(s) from the Malﬂng % %‘S /s
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure througfthe mali 3ge alre

the project Malling List 'C
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

: . MOS00B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
: MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH.OF US 29

MONDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
CHI CENTER

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197
1

e ) bl M)

'DATE ;2425}%)2
ADDRESS 5@2 ;2 Q7T Q&(?'

cY 575 Sy SO 5/,(@\ STATE ,37/) zupgd ?& f/

1/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this pro]ect:- .
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[(Jplease add my/our name(s) to the Malling List.

[ please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List.

* Ppersons who have received 3 copy of this brochure through the mail are aiready on
the project Maiilng List
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lFebmary 5, 2002

Dobwert L ERHleh. Je Girernnr -

Re:  Project No. MO900B2!
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Kevin Scrimgeour
11020 Lockwood Rd.
Silver Spring MD 20901 -

Dear Mr. Scrimgeour:’

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding the apparent lack of bus stops has been noted, along
with your concern regarding potential additional traffic on Lockwood Drive during
moming and evening rush hours.

There will be six bus stops and five bus shelters along MD 650 within the limits
of the work. They will all be reconstructed to have a concrete pad between the curb and
the sidewalk. These bus stops/bus shelters may not have been shown on the color
displays presented at the Public Workshop but they are shown in the more detailed
construction plans for this project.

With regard to Lockwood Drive, it is classified by the local County Master Plan
as an anterial road, and therefore, is intended 1o carry through traffic as well as residential -
access traffic.
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Mr. Kevin Scrimgeous
Page Two
February S, 2003

1

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments 'and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Smccre]y,

it o
ety

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
EVEDaEE R K ghe McCormick, Taylor, and Associates

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION -~
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

MO900B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE) .
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
: CHICENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
*_ SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197

NAME Keom%vimq'ém oaTe ({{zqkz.'

PLEASE ooRESS 11670 CecBipmadd ¥ -

PRINT

Y o, .

STATE m ZP 2m¢/ ‘

/We wish to comment or Inquire about the followlng aspects of. this project: «

Please add my/our name(s) to the Malllng List.

Please delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.

* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall.are aiready.on
the project Malling List

L
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

. M0O900B21 "
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING )
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENLUIE) ’
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF U529

MONDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 PM. ~ 8'00 PM.
CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197

oae, Zwm‘%ﬂ e o ,égz’ﬂ-
PLEASE avoRess || (7.() codlwoad OF -

oy 36 : STATE A\ 2P 2090 /

PRINT

" IMe wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:.
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Lot U
%Elease add my/our name(s) ¢ the Mailing List.
[JPiease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.
* persons who have recelved a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Malling List
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_ : > February 6, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North
of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Bill Kelly -
5206 Paducah Road.
College Park MD 20740 i ) !

Dear Mr. Kelly:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) -

Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is”
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and -
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment régarding bike lanes on MD 650 has been noted, as have your
concerns regarding the width of combined/limited use trail, vertical drawings, and the

need for more crosswalks.

With regard to southbound bike lanes, a decision was made early in the project to

avoid impacts to the westemmost curb line of MD 650 wherever possible, to preserve as

much of the island as possible and thereby protect this existing buffer for the residences
on the west side of MD 650. For this reason, southbound MD 650 is not being widened
as part of this project, and a bike lane not added. With regard to the bike path width,
since this is a master-planned transportation bikeway, and not a recreational trail, the
Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPW&T)
standards apply, not the Maryland National Capital Parks and Planning Commission
(MNCPPC) siandards. MCDPW&T will be responsible for maintaining and operating
any bike pail, 10t MNCPPC. The MCDPW&T specifies 8- foot widths for bike paths
within road right-of-way, instead of 10-feet, because the volume of path users will be less
since some bicyclists will use the adjacent parallel road instead. Environmental benefits
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% ];Ar. B;n Kelly STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
I age Two :
g Fetraary 6, 2003 ' QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS .
= - . MOS00B21
g ! . INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
. S . . . . MD 650 (NEWHAMPSHIRE.AVENUE)
include the reduction of imperviousness, and an increase in planting space for UTH
? landscaping. Because the road is paralle] to the path, access is not a problem: The FROM SO OF P.QWDER MILL RD .TO NORTH OFUS 29
< MCDPW&T can be contacted at 101 Monroe St., Rockville, Maryland, 20850. MONDAY NOVEMBER 25. 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 PM
a - ) ’ ', s DI SV = O .
o .
o , CHI CENTER
Z The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
= continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is : . _SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 .
; g;l;ied onrthe project mmh;{g list i }l‘n order to keep you informed about our progress. . : -
you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana o . p
g Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. Gl’LEASE NAME . —g/// /@/A{ DATE L/ZJ—LC)'Z
. : : ADDR '
8 Smccrely. PRINT ESS 5% gA QCQ( ﬁ( .
g _pé( & o N STATE pq | 2P o757
= / -WW‘ :
g’ Kenneth T. Briggs J' é 1/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:
Chief; Highway Desi ivision
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[JPtease add my/our name(s) to the Maling List.

[JPlease delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List.

* Ppersons who have recetved a copy of this brochure throughthemal are alreadyon
the project Malling List
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Mr. Charles Dilla
v Page Two
. February 5. 2003

‘ State Hipitwi

Administration . : ) The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue
. to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the
Ruitwrt 1., Eheleh.In, tivrnnr + Michuel S, Stecle, L. tnrernor + Tront M. Kitheman. Aefing Sevetary project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for
February 5, 2003 B : your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project

Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. ~

Re:  Project No. MO900B21 . Sincerel
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to mesre:

North of US 29 Y
Montgomery County, Maryland . ' Ml’ﬁm
Mr. Charles Dilla . Kenneth T. Brigg .

11237 Lockwood Dr. B _ Chief, Highway Dedgn Divi'sion
Silver Spring MD 20901 : .

. Dilla: . cc: Mr.DaLr-gl:l_ Sack;liHA -PPD
Dear Mr. Dill My Dana-Pr.Knight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA -
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is -
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from -

Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Y 6ur commént regarding traffic exiting from the McDonalds/Office Depot
complex and making an illegal tum onto northbound New Hampshire Avenue has been
noted. The State Highway Administration’s (SHA) proposed improvements incorporate
a channelized median that would prohibit exiting from the McDonalds/Office Depot
complex onto northbound MD 650. The design also shifis the median opening further
south. As for closing the median break altogether; this would create hardship and loss of
business 1o the commercial area occupants currently benefiting from that point of access.
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

. MO900B21 w
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING ,
~ MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE. AVENUE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8'OOPM

CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197-
- ! .
NAME., C'mnuu, éh,u_,\ DATE // ZZ’TZ"”

DLEASE .- :

TS0 ADDRESS . 11237 [lptuuesy Dan .

PRINT - o
. Y Cuve~ Soww, STATE MM , P Zofoy

1/We wish to comment or Inqulre about the following aspects of this project:

Pp,p& m A denild's [ 6FF1cn DeoyT

CV“ZIVe*'f MC\L ’a,i/.//z(,! (O tinl - tnto Nesr fosoe b,

S st M. Why ot wslie A wibose byt & L, ot

by closiniy Bk bl S fund-of fruf Buivtms
- J D O O

- [J ptease add my/our name(s) to the Malfing List.

[JPlease delete my/our name(s) from the Maliing List.
* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Maliing List

oA

Stafe gl

Admlnlslullon

Robert L. Ehrlich, de tincerner < Michael S, Steele. L1 tioceranr « Tream M. Kitlemun, Aefiny Seeretirrsy

} February 5, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland ..

Mr. Will Hires
S. White Oak Vista Court
Silver Spring MD 20904

Dear Mr. Hires: . ) '

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
lmprovemems. from Powder Mill Road 10 north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding synchronized traffic lights, especially during rush hour
momings and evenings, has been noted. The Montgomery County Transportation
Management Center will be contacted to evaluate MD 650 from the 1-495 off ramp to the
on ramp.t0_US 29 South.

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

*  Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, nghWnyDe
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

Mr. Wiii Hires -
Page Two : ~ MOS00B21
February 5, 2003 : : INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING

MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE. AVENUE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

cc: Mr. Darreli Sacks. Project Pianning Division, SHA

4 PaKaightzMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 PM.

' CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE . -
. SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 .

NAME, W|u H" |ZES DATE "! 1?!1.002_

ADDRESS ¢ Witk Opk. Urshn Conrt |
PRINT i ]
) CTY  Silyew Spring _STATE Mp 2P 35904

=

PLEASE

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project:

5ynd«m|u 'rLL M‘R\o Lu‘](\i} + Csptcu\.uy Aunu; vuslh,
Viowr MU"“‘MS onnd Mumuq.s -

[ZfPIease add my/our name(s) to the Maifing List.

[ Please delete my/our name(s) from the Malfing List.
+ persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are already on
- the project Maliing List -
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Mr. Charles Goldman B
Page Two .
February 5, 2003

Drirem b kli
- StateHigiway -
Administration (2 :

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the

M Pl or Tiasiaera s s feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the project mailing

Robert L, Ehrtieh I, tiorerpor « Michael S. Steete, LY. fGorernor + Trent M, Kivtteman. Aetivgy Sevrelory

list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for your interest. If
you
February 5, 2002 have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-
. 7400 or dpknight@mt.
' Re:  Project No. MO900B21 or dpknight@mta. biz. ' :
o MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to Si 1
North of US 29 SImeeTe
. . Montgomery County, Maryland _ . - Iy /
. . ; /

Mr. Charles Goldman : Kc/n%th’z ‘I?AB i
10715 Gatewood Ave ) T T. Briggs
Silver Spring MD 20903 . ] . R Chief, Highway Desi ivision
Dear Mr. Goldman: . cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA

mmecConmck Taylor, and Associates
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)

Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and -
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. -
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Your comment regarding the proposed turning lanes from MD 650 onto US 29
has been noted, as have your concerns regarding traffic restrictions and signage in the
— - - Bumt Mills Hills Community.

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) will make a request to Mr.
Emil Wolanin. Chief of the Montgomery County Traffic and Parking Services to initiate
a siudy for these resirictions. 1f they are justified, Montgomery County will then contact
the citizens of the affected roadways for their concurrence. 1If everyone is in agreement
with the restrictions, SHA will then be contacted to provide the signage..
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

: ' MOS00B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197

NAME ' d\%\&s [ SN DATE _
PLERSE aopREss 141D (edear@el A vo 3
PRINT ey SRV STATE 1) 2P I
. MR - -

' i/We wish to comment or inquire about the foilowing aspects of this project: . .

'f' -W\_Mc:}tﬂ 41'\\\ A\A\U\U\
\X\LA&« 'Q)-IL \\\?‘\ DL .
N

[TJPiease add my/our name(s) to the Malling List.

[TJPiease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.

* persons who have recelved a copy of this brochure through the mail are already on
the project Mailing List

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

* MOS00B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)

FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMP3SHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197

Chontes  o\Grmaw
ADDRESS |t 15 Gieumod o

NAME .

PLEASE

DATE  w\anle

PRINT =
20 7QP

CciTY G\ v, SP“‘U\\’ STATE MD ZIP

IWe wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: - -
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[JPlease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.
[JPlease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.

+ persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Maiiing List -




Ms. Diane Wigle
411 Apple Grove Rd.’
Silver Spring MD 20904

Dear Ms, Wigle:
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planned activity centers, inc

Quaint Acres Drive.

Greenbelt, MD 20770.
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February 5, 2003

Re: Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29

Montgomery County, Maryland

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvcmcms from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and

luding commercial sites.

Your comment regarding increased traffic on MD 650 north of US 29 has been
noted, along with your concem regarding the need for a new traffic signal at MD 650 and

The Honorable 1da Ruben, Maryland State Senator, has requested State Highway
- Administration (SHA) District 3 Traffic to perform another Signal Warrant Analysis at
the intersection. This study is currently underway, and is expected to be completed in
April 2003. The direct contact person, Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, may be
contacted at Maryland State Highway Administration, 9300 Kenilworth Avenue,
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Ms. Diane Wigle
Page Two
February 5, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank vou for vour interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mita.biz.

Sincerely, !

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc:  The Honorable Ida G. Ruben, Senate of Maryland
Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA
mmmm@trMcConnick, Taylor, and Associates




STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS . : -
— @ e s
_ \ . X vesday, Novemoer 26, 5:
. - "MOS00B21 : oot Kbriggs Oshastatemdus .
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING . Subect . . ' - Hiltandale Shell -

MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE) .
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD.TO NORTH OF US29

Jear Mr. Brigge-

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 800.PM. ¢y name ié-Mark Seney and I am owner of the Shell station that ia on the

CHI CENTER -orner of New Hampahire Ave .and Powder Mill Road. Unfortunstely, I was
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE inable to’sttend your presentation, st CHI last night.
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 . r was inter;;t“ iAn finding out what posaible ramifications thare could be -
) T ’ ’ it my location. In other words, would any of the proposals require .
L. ' ) ' ydjustments to the property that the station is located on? Or. could traffi
NAME' "~ )!AN& wl.f /E pate ZS’DL >atterns be changed to the advaritaga or dissdvantage to my location? :
PLEASE > - r would appreciate amy insight that:you could giva me'to better prepare for.
" ADDRESS | APPLE 6 RovE. 2D _ wny changes. A :
PRINT P ~ = o
cry 4§, 5. STATE MDD 2P 2090 "incerely.

TER Senay . o _
I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of 'this project: - A o
T+ o pptars o U Uunptd Ore b madey widl o .
pitmgdio b tfic Bl put mbrusis o0 PtbD ]
Tt s B 227 Do ysu Fawt otk T fputhcs, € :
ouih dresspd PDATG st whane emplinyedy cocdl

?
~
19
&
g
5
g.

. ase add my/our name(s)-to the Malling List. & 3 p
[JPiease delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing !Jst./u ' a
* Ppersons who have recelved a copy of this brochure throtgh mall Are already on -

the project Mailing List . B ' ) i
Ve tsehs A‘/"EA?%SQ"\QQ / /-’ L - _ _
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February 6, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road tn
North of US 29

Montgomery County, Maryland
Mr. Mark Seney

Hillandale Shell Station
10201 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20903

Dear Mr. Seney, - _

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29, The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites,

Your comment regarding potential impacts of the proposed project on your
property (the Hillandale Shell Station) has been noted. This project has no direct impact
“on your property or the. operation-of your-business. The proposed improv are
mainly for the southern and the eastern legs of the intersection. MD 650 in front of your
business will be resurfaced and re-striped, and the sidewalks will be reconstructed in their
present locations. This operation will require minimum construction time and access to
your property will be maintained throughout construction.

MY tehepheanes nmberstod-froe mymber b
Horrsteasnt {rtisg Noveive for finpriined Howring ar Spuevh |07,

Mraitivgg vebidrrss; PIL Boek $17 ¢ Baltimene, MD 2000510

Ntrvel Whbress: T8 orth Cutvert Ninest o Wattinmee, Morviunt I (e 30000 0Can EACACY TR PRI e FRTTN

Mr. Mark Seney
Page Two
February 6, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at dpknight@mta.biz. )

Sincerely, -
5 7y
. | {@m = Qas
enneth Briggs l'
Chief. Highway Dédign Division

cc: Mr. Darvell Sacks, Project Planing Division, SHA

EXKNIEHMcConmick, Taylor, and Associates
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-——ongmt Message—--

From: Evars, N
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2002 12:52 PM

Tez

ce e
Subject: Mr. Seney (Shefl Station at Powder MM Road)

Mr. Seney ‘

Thank you for your inquiry relative to the propoaed construction on MD €50. Mr. Briggs
aaked me to respond on hia behalf. There ia no direct impact to the Shell Station at the
corner of MD 650 and Powder Mill Road. MD 650 in the vicinity will be overlaid.
Northbound MD 650 ahows no improvementa except for the .reconstruction of the sidewalks at
the cornera of the intersection. Southbound MD 650 will widen slightly to the west south
of Powder Mill Road primarily to accommodate a triple left turn from westbound Powder Mill
vo aocuthbound MD 650. The proposed MD 650 median south of the intersection will be wider
with a longer left turn lsne. The Powder Mill Road weatern approsch will have the same
number of lanes but will add a median and-an unmarked bike lane. To accommodate the extra’
width for the new median and bike lane, Powder Mill Rd esst of MD 650 will be shifted to
the south. The northeaat corner of the intersection will not change except for replacing
the existing sidewslk in kind and providing a continuous aidewalk in front of the church.
fhe northweat corner will add new aidewalk with handicap rampa and will include new paving
he entrancea to the gss station.

or additional informastion, you may contact Dana Knig};t or Richard evana at the address
below. _ v

Thanks,

Richard M. Evans '

McCormick, Taylor & Associates, Inc.
509 South Exeter Street - 4th Floor

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Phone 410-662-7400, (FAX - 7401)

Cellular 410-446-5111

Richard

StateHioiﬁ*Z"ﬁf?

Administration

Wor e ez |

fnhert L. Fhribh de. tineeroanr © Michig

TanNeert

Trem M. Kitthewan, defFegy Seertury

K, Stevle, LY torerunr +

February §, 2002

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Donald McKee
305 Northwest Dr.
Silver Spring MD 20901 !

Dear Mr. McKee:

“Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding traffic considerations along neighborkiood streets has
been noted, including FDA employee traffic, traffic on Northwest Drive, and the use of
double left and right turn lanes at Lockwood Drive and New Hampshire Ave. Your
follow-up comment (after the public informational meeting) regarding the double right
and left tuming lanes not being used has also been noted.

With regard to Lockwood Drive, it is classified by the local County master plan as
an arterial road, and therefore, is intended to carry through traffic as well as residential
access traffic. With regard to traffic volume restrictions on Northwest Drive, the
Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPWT) can
initiate 8 traffic study upon formal requests By citizens, homeowners, or neighborhood -
associations once a specific problem materializes. This type of study would delermine
appropriate measures to deal with the specific problem. The MCDPW&T does not
implement volume restrictions based on forecasted problems, but uses actua] observed
dats to install the most effective immediate solution. MCDPW&T can be contacted at
101 Monroe St., Rockville, Maryland, 20850. .

Ay 1rhephene numbmriodtine: tumher b .
Wrrsatmt L borsp Noreioe o Donpariret Herring ar Npwvede 1 OMTTS0N Somvem i Tt Fre

Terltine e, M 21EWCT
Plesser VIS5 KN = wWWnry lnmstrands cvm
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Mr. Donald McKee
Page Two
February 5, 2003

The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Kni ght, Project
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

o Sincerely,

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
EDana: P Kot ghtyMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates
Mr.Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T

7300 -

&N

BURNT MILLS CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

SILVER SPRING, MD 20901
OFFICERS
PRESIOENT VICE PRESIDENT TREASURER SECRETARY
Donald McKee Dan Wallsce Doris Wangerin Sheila Chandler-Leon
308 Northwest Drive 313 Bumr Mills Ave 10302 Childs Street - 408 Burnt Milts Ave
30t 593-4591 301 $93-3120 - 301 $93-2617 30t $93-6913

25 Nov. 2002
305 Northvest Dr.

Mr. Ken Briggs, Project Mgr. Silver Spring,MD 20901

Office of Highvay Dasign, Mailstop C-102
Marylarnd State Highvay.Adm,
707 Ne. Calvert St.

Psltimore, MD 21202 Ref: MD 650 Study

i - US-29 to Povder Miil
Dear Mr. Brigga =

Or.
Our community of 320 homea borders on Lockvood ba. _and goes

vestvard across 29 to the Northvest Branch. Our northern border
is Northveat Dr. ) )

We attended a meeting a year ago(7 Nov 01) vherein -  Bob Simpaon
of Montgomery Co. heard our thoughts about the FDA project. We did
not indicate a non-suprort then nor do wve nov,but traffic conaider-
ations along. our neighborhood streeta still remain foremost on Gur
minds. These are small residential gtreets with parking already

existent. FDA employees going to and from work will certainly
impact thewm. To wit: . )

Northvest Dr.- US29 to Newv Hampshire
epeed bumps already in place,but
D, vill it become a convenient cut-through?
Lockvood Ba&. - houses both aides, 24’ roadvay _
a convenient short-cut for traffic coming north
on 29 turning south on NH.
Providing tvo right turn lanes off of Lockvood
at N.H. vill just encourage further use of this
short cut. And conversely at PM rush hour,
providing a double’left tyrn lane off of NH
onto Lockwood repeats the proceas. -

Our Assn. strongly urges that steps be taken to lessen the use
of commuter traffic on these tvo streets not_ to encourage it

Very truly yours,
Burnt Milla Citizens Assn.

I\

Donald M. McKee,
Preaident

Loy, ad=<ita ity

L e v e usth
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February 5, 2003

! Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Susan Mellish Edwards
811 McCeney Avenue
Silver Spring MD 20901

Dear Ms. Edwards:

] Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
10 improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. "

Your cumments reguriing iwcal use of the study area and pedestrian safety have
been noted, as have your concerns regarding the consistency of the proposed
improvements with the White Oak Master Plan and Regional Planning.

In response to your first comment regarding pedestrian safety and local access at
the west leg of the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection, the additional right and left
turn lanes are not included as part of this project based on response from the community.

Regarding your comment on the White Oak Transit Center Study, additional
coordination has revealed that the focus of transit studies has changed in the White Oak
area since the publication of the Octobér 2002 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation.
Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPW&T)
completed a two-year study to determine the feasibility of locating a transit center in the
White Oak Shopping Center. The study expanded on the 1997 White Oak Master Plan
recommendation to look at other potentially feasible transit center locations in the White
Oak area. The prototype for technical analysis as the study began was a facility with 500
parking spaces and six bus bays. As the study progressed, a decision was made by

MY trhephoe nusttweinikinee namive [
rrrshaond Weditgg Nereivs for tmpmired Hvirivg ur Spwevh 120N Statewinie Todl Frve
Mnvibingg Metebpees: B0, Vo $15 ¢ Vealtimmone, M1 ZIRERTIT .
Stovet lilrvee 05 North abveet St Haltineere, Moyl Z12n FEPPRRITIRY X0 < T TIEEEIS L ST L BP7 SRR

Ms. Susan Edwards
Page Two
February 5, 2003

MCDPW&T to delay the long-term transit study, including the potential for a large-scale
transit center at the White Oak Shopping Center. MCDPW&T focused on short-term
improvements instead, specifically improvements to heavily used bus stops in the vicinity
of MD 650 and Lockwood Drive. The final study report presents a proposed facility
program for the bus ‘stop improvements. Bus pads will be installed on New Hampshite
Avenue at Lockwood. Drive (east and west sides, north of Lockwood Drive). According
10 MCDPW&T, there are no immediate plans to reinitiate the transit center study.”

In response to your comment regarding the March 2002 Transportation
Management Plan (TMP), further coordination with General Services Administration
(GSA) has revealed that the NCPC did not approve the 1.5 persons per vehicle.
Currently, the NCPC has approved the parking ratio of 1:2 (1 parking space for 2
employees) and requires that NCPC review the parking ratio as the facilify is constructed
and the parking habits of FDA employees are observed. Thete is limited public '
transportation to the site, and many of the employees work odd and long hours so car-
pooling is difficult. GSA and its traffic consultant anticipate that more parking may be
needed than what has been approved, as they predict a ratio of 1.2:2 (1.2 parking spaces
for 2 employees). .

With regard to your final comment, the GSA as a part of their entire building plan
is presently studying the Cherry Hill Road entrance to the FDA Facility. The traffic
studies that were performed for the New Hampshire A venue design were done with the
understanding that the north entrance would be constructed béfore the final build out is
completed. The GSA, State Highway Administration, (SHA) and Montgomery County
Agencies have been and continue to work closely together in the development of this
project. : : _

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the
feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the project mailing
list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for your interest. If you
have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project Manager. at 410-662-
7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Sincerlely,
it B
Y2l -

Kenneth T. Briggs i\
Chief, Highway De Q’l Division




811 McCeney, Avenue

Ms. Susan Edwards Siver Spring, MD 2

Page Three V. Denlae K1 C. November 25, 2002
3 3 . Denise King -

February 3, 2003 £ ntal Speciaiiet

Federal Highway Administration

The Rotunds — Suite 220 -
' . 711 West 40” Street

¢c:  Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA Baltimore, MD 21211

MEDanaPEK i ght McCommick, Taylor, and Associates

Mr.Charlie Watkins, District Engi SH ' " :
r.Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA
Mr. Bob Simpson, MCDPW, Follows sre two pages, copy of comments submift . i
"p &T Project No. MOBO0B21 Oc(ob:vy 2002 MDBGSO ssumay .?utng:::mm”ms mg;mm
Ll m )

Plesse submit es written testimony for this project. 1 appraciste your consideration
In this matter. > e

Sincerely, ' _
SO S WA S
Susan Mel¥sh Edwerds '

Vice-President
Bumt MHts hilts Citizens Assoclstion
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811 McCeney Avenue
- . Shver Spring, MD 20901

Novemnber 25, 2002

Mg, Cynthia Simpson
Deputy Director .
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering
State Highway Administration :

707 North Calvent Street

Malil Stop C-301 )
Baltimore, MD 21202

Desr Ms. Simpson:
Follows are two pages, copy of comments eubmitted to Mr. Ken Briggs regarding

Project No. MOPOOB21 October 2002 MD 850 Study and Environmentsl Assessment
Draft for your review,

Pisase submit as written testimony for this project. | appreciste your consideration
in this matter. : . T

Sincersly, o o
Srson Prt; R Thwrds
Susan Meltish Edwards ’

Vice-President
Bumt Miils hiks Citizens Association

RoiexX No. MOI00A2Y
Ocrovey 2002

- 811 McCeney Avenus
Shiver Spring, MD 20801

* * November 25, 2002
"Ken Briggs, Project Meneger B
Office of Highway Design
Msryland State Highway Administration
Moeilstop C-102 .
707 North Calvert Streét R
Beltmore, MD 21202 - T

Desr Mr. Bripgs: -

In review of the MD 850 Study Alternate 2 — Bulld Altemative | am writing to
express ol commurity’s concem that the improvemerts shown do not sufficiently
sddress pedestrian safety iasuas and local access and are not consistent with the
1957 White Oak Master Plan and Regions! Planning.

For our community and the adjoining communities Lockwood Drive serves ss
2 local connector with a church, two synagogues, daycare end swim centers and
high pedestrian usage. With the relocation of FDA our communities wili be faced
with eignificant addiional congestion that the MD 650/ ockwood Drive corridor
cannot support without Improvements that will alao allow locs! use.

The Environmental Aasosament for the MD 650 Study states thot it is consistent
with the 1907 White Oek Master Plan and the Plen’s support for the FDA faciity:
to mitigate trafic impacts from F DA amployees, minimize congestion on MD 650
during peek hours and preciude the use of Lockwood Drive, Schindier Drive and
Northwest Drive a8 commtnter thoroughfares for FDA employees. However, the
SHA Improvements to the MD B50/L.ockwood Drive west leg of the-intersaction
Include en edditions! right tum lane onto southbound New Hampshire Ave. which
will in fect encourage the use of Lockwood Drive by FDA employees. it locstion

+is in an sres that hee two bus stops (one on each side of Lockwood Drive)
ad]acent to the main shtrance for the Berkshire high-rise spertments end the
commercial centar with significant pedesirian crosaings et mid-street.
Representatives of our community and the adjoining community of Bumt Mila
voiced these concems 1o Bob Simpson In a meeting on 11/7/01 regarding this’
sddition of @ 2™ right tum and the need Instead for an incressed level of pedestrian
satety and local access, An additions! right tum lane should hot be induded in the
final design of the west leg of this intersection.

For this aame renson our community is In support of the addiionat northbound
MD 650 lane and single lefi-tum lane onto Lockwood Drive which discourages the uee
of Lockwood Drive es a cut-through end ancourages the use of the US 29 interchange .
by FDA employees. ’ o

The Environmental Assessment for the MD 650 Study states that the proposed
improvernents support the poesibility of a Transit Center g1 the White Osk Stopping
Center and ures ss 3 model the "current concept” for the Transit Center having
500 parking spaces end six bus beys. The MD 650 Study afso shows an exdusive
jefi-tum lsne in the existing median of southbound New Hampshire Ave, to provide
accets into tha White Oek Shopping Centsr. However, the Transit Center Study
identified operetional constraints with this location end use of this lefl tum If it Is not
signalized, References end justification of Improvemants based on the
vv.ndummmummw.m

The Ervironmants! Asassament 8ls0 includes the 2002 TMP for the
FOA Conaciidation as part of 3 regionsl plan consistency of TOM goale identified in
the White Osk Mastar Plan. However, the TP whm;nodbyrmmvdwovod
byNCPChZOO?ntMpmmmlounhuc-dN 1 spece for every
2 employees spproved for Anal build-out. NCPC further requires GSA fo submit @
revised TMP with 8 commitment to undertake_spaciic TDM siratagies to meet thess




goals. References to the FDA 2002 TMP and parking munbers should therefore be
mmﬁmumwn)\uﬁﬁmbnomhm
In summary, wmmmuwmmmmsm
snd Monparmery and PﬁmGeape‘lCumfyplm:Mmm:-hD&m
wro&whmbhw stern srrance

Mnuu
MmmmhandMMmmh
FoAcnploymvutho!ham-npde-m Ths comblnad with ! ]\\(“
irtarsection improvements plorg New Hompenire Ave. that provide safe pedestrian “""”"""b"*-

accass and aflow locl uae B confinus would de closest 1o the- intert of the o el s
1997Whh0dxunmﬁmwhnldhehbdmpbdknowm . i

Dobers L. Ehddivch b, flocerme - \llt‘huvl\ Rieele, L1 teprerunr - T;v-m _\.I_ Kitheman, 1otee. -
Wmmm%dwmwﬁymm“hwn -
wibmit these m .
Sincevaly, - . . February 5, 2003 . : ,
: . - . " \ .
< vse S dueds )

- Reé:  Project No. MO900B21
Susan Melish Ecwerds : MD 650 frorh Powder Mill Road to
Vico-Prasident ’

. North of US 29 i
Bumnt Mitls Hits CNizers Associsticn Montgomery County, Maryland
o Ms. Elizabeth St. John

10500 Rodney Rd.
Silver Spring MD 20903

Dear Ms. St.' John:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshlre Avenue)
lmprovcmcms from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug (FDA)
facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project will also consider
adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and planned acnvny centers,
including commercial snla
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Your comment regarding pedestrian safety and ad.cquale provision for physically
challénged persons has been noted as have your concemns regarding the proposed transit
center. - - -

All of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) design requirements have been
applied to this design. Several agencies have contributed to and accepted the designs for
pedestrian accommeodation, including: the Maryland National Capitol Parks and Planning
Commission (M-NCPPC), Montgomery County Department of Public Works and
Transportation (MCDPW &T), State Highway Administration Office of Traffic and
Safety; and the State Highway Administration District 3 Traffic.

With regard to a transit center at the former Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission (WSSC) site, we appreciate the comment; the MCDPW&T will further
evaluate it when this study moves forward. - :

MY tedepheate nuinher bl frve nemtuee ix
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Ms. Elizabeth St. John
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To; Maryland Department of Transportation, State Highway Administral'ibn

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will From: Elizabeth St. John - Hillandale Resident )
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 10500 Roginede .
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. S“""’ SP"“S;' MD 20903 (name already on mailing list).
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Concerning: Stated improvements to MD 650 - Comments and Concerns
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. DNate: November 25, 2002 - -
l ; Sincerely, You have gone to a great deal of trouble, time and expense to distribute detailed maps
i <howing planned improvements. However, this is very confusing and perhaps misleading
, _/ in that the maps do not appear to include some of the maps shared in the last meeting held
; at CHI.- : - ’
K'ennelh T. Briggs \ / o
Chief, Highway De{ Division As an example, the entrance to the Hfllandale Park, south of the firchouse and Chalmers,
does not show ang)r'u%hanga. Cle:rh?ty, if the plans for tbe golf course entrance remain
) . . . - . v intact, this is a significant oversight. As T have previously discussed with one of your
ee . ::: B:;‘S"hg:la,?i}i?;gm:g%ﬂ;ﬁ&?& . 'cprcsent‘aﬁv%, t‘his must bc dcsig.ned propcﬂy and with care. Your repre.scnialiye told-
ME DRI KAIEES McCormick, Taylor, and Associates me that lines of sight as drivers exit the park are already poor and potentially quite -
Mr.Bob Simpsen, MCDPW&T dangerous. When coupled with the fact that CHI vehicles are not allowed to exit to the

icft, those that need to go south almost always come north as far as the park entrance and
-nake u-turns at this intersection. You know this, but this has not been addressed in a
«atisfactory way. .

Also, in reference to this golf course entrance, I have repeatedly stated my concemns about
nedestrian safety. T was told that this had not .even heen considered but that it would be
~ddressed. This golf course is supposed to appeal to younger golfers who are not yet of

- "riving age. Many in the area would want to walk into the park. The pedestrian access is
currently limited to the Chalmers intersection. In view of the County’s new, long overdue
~mphasis on pedestrian safety, this entrance must be carefully planned. A pedestrian ' -
Jeath occurred at this intersection in February of 2002 and it would be an inéxcusable
‘ragedy if such a thing were to occur again. When this area is redesigned, lighting will
~Iso be an issue. 1 is the understanding of the neighborhood that there will be a lit driving
-ange on the golf course, so traffic will be coming in and out at afier dark.

“he issue of bus stops and safety must be addressed in this corridor as well. All

nvernment agencies have a responsibility to help assure the success of our public
--ansportation system. When New Hampshire Avenue work is completed on this stretch,

. i is essential that you coordinate with WMATA to ensure that the bus stops are in safe
Incations with safe pedestrian access. It would also be extremely helpful if you could help
~mphasize the need for bus shelters, rather than ignoring the issue and assuming thatitis -
~kay for vehicles to pass within a few feet of unprotected waiting riders while driving at
+reeds that are more in line with posted bettway limits.

' have also previously expressed my concern for the physically challenged individuals
-vho cross this stretch of New Hampshire Avenue five days a week, often during peak
. affic hours, in order 10 access their workplace at CHI. THIS AREA MUST BE KEPT
"< AFE AND ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL. It is not a superhighway. Just as you have )
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' 1 also suggest that the right hand needs to communicate with the lefl, We have been on

Vae 2
0 2-5/01——

responsibility for the safe movement of vehicular traffic, you should also be responsible
for planning for pedestrian safety.
1t is also evident from your plans that New Hampshire Avenue is still being emphasized
as the only way in and out of FDA. I recognize that the Nov 25 meeting is in reference to
New Hampshire Avenue, but you must also recognize the importance of planning for the
entrance on Cherry Hill Road. There are environmental concerns within the confines of
the U.S Government property that will have to be addressed, but the neighborhood
deserves full disclosure regarding the entrances and efforts made to bring traffic through
the area ixlr a more balanced manner. : . '
Lockwood Drive is also an area of serious concern for area roadways. Many pedestrians
are crossing that road at pumerous spots up and down its length. Traffic is too fast and
100 heavy already. It appears that your lane change plan on northbound New Hampshire
Avenue intentionally encourages more vehicles to use Lockwood. This is inappropriate
and unnecessary. If this is indeed your intenition, then you must address pedestrian safety
at EVERY POINT along Lockwood. Considersations that must not be overlooked are the
" presence of a day care facility, numerous bus stops and the presence of those,who must,
for religious reasons, walk to their places.of worship. Perhaps the last issue is considered
unimportant, but it should not be. These individuals have a Sabbath that specifically :
dictates arriving on foot prior to sundown at the start of the Sabbeth and High Holy Days.
This automatically means the presence of many pedestrians who MUST cross at dusk on
Fridays, overlapping rush hour for much of the year. .

Tt is also my understanding that your studies do not justify a four way stop at Lockwood
.and Burmt Mills Avenue. If this is the case, your studies are faulty. This intersection is °
already extremely hazardous. The inevitable increase in traffic will make it even more so.
Who will bear the responsibility for the accidents that will occur at this intersection?

T have also expressed my concern in the past for the safety issues involved in placing a
new left turn entry from New Hampshire Avenue southbound into the White Oak
Shopping Center. Apparently, no traffic light is intended to contro) this new tumn. If this
the case, I trust that you have very carefully considered the placement of all bus stops and
all currently used pedestrian routes. I'm aware thiat these pedestrian routes are, in many
cases, illegal, but that doesn’t stop the fact that they exist. Perhaps some sort of safety
breakaway fencing needs to be installed along this corridor to prevent pedestrians from
making bad decisions. Obviously, anything of that nature that is installed must be safe in
case of vehicle impact and must be difficult for pedestrians to navigate.

the receiving end of very mixed messages in regard 1o the existence or non-existence of
the transit center. Is your plan correct? Who makes the decision? How do we know what
really.in the works?

You also should be aware of Doug Duncan's Go Montgomery plans and how those
impact this corridor. Let’s not tear up this entire corridor just to see it undone and torn up
again within a few short years.

1 have a concern which 1 will also share with the Go Montgomery team — if a transit

center and/or a metro station are in the works for sometime in the next decade, please :
look et the possibility of locating it on the site of the former WSSC shudge processing .
plant off of 29 in the Tech Road area. It is my understanding that that area is planned as

the next high tech area of the County. If a transit center could be placed there, it could, -
quite efficiently channe! traffic coming south from Howard County, it would be ‘close to *°

the Cherry Hill corridor for access to the Routes 1 and 95, and it has the potential to be an
appropriate site for access to the thousands of FDA employees who are expected within

the next several years. This site is much more appropriste for a transit center and/or s

metro station. i

And, please, no more meetings that are slated 10 begin at 6 p.m. With work schedules as .
they are and existing traffic, it is clearly impossible for many individuals to be present at
such an early hour. - ’ ’
Let’s do this thirig right.

CC: Artbur Holmes, Go Montgomery
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s. Bobbino,

hank you for your intereat in ths proposed improvement to MDES0 frow -

swder Mill Road to North of US29. )
se widening elong, i«gsso’:’p linited to the ere .deacribed in the
rochure, as you noted. ere are no current plans to’ widen MD 6
ryond these limits in this area. p Aan 50

lea.-q feal free to contact me 1f you have additional quéestions.
len Briggs

mneth, Briggs - .
def, Highwey Deeign Diviaion . . .
) State Highway Adminiatration . o : .
7 H. Calvert Streat ’
dtimore MD, 21202
wone 410-545-8761
1] Pree .1-888-228-5003.
‘ 0-333-2450

-d kbrigga@sha.atate.md.us

> Martha Bobbino 12/31/02 02:26P >>>

ar Nr. Briggs: - R .

recéive& the notice regarding tbe informational worksbop about
bject ' ' . ) L .

oject but was iunable to attend on Nov. 25.. I have reed through the
ochure that I received througb the mail and do have e couple of
estions. c . : = .

1ive on New Hampshire Avenue (MU 650) Just s little bit north of the
tersection with US 29. From what I can gether in the brochure, it
pears o - s ! ’

at, et least as of the present time, there are no definite plans to
den . : :

0 beyond the project area deacribed in the brochure. Is this correct?
are are plans to widen 650 beyond what is deacribed in the brochure,
by has . ; - . .
g give me more apecifice about this and e time frame when' this
pansion - ' .

bt be started?

ink you for your aasiatance.

rtha Bobbino

L

"S AT L
ALY Uy
Administration ._ . ’

Rehert 1. ENAlleh de. Linerrnar « Michudd 8. Siewe, L2, Loeeriar - Trem Klulvm-v\.h~l~‘~_-m‘-;-n-lur-l

January 15,2003

" RE: ' Project No. MO900B21 :
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to

- North of US 29 :
Montgomery County Maryland

Mr. Howard Bell Jr. -
800 McCeney Avenue )
Silver Spring MD 20901

Dear Mr. Be!l: .

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Harr{pshire Avenue)
improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29." The purpose of the project is 10
improve traffic operations for MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of
US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving circulation of traffic and pedestrians
10 and from the proposed Food and Drug (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval '
Ordinance Laboratory. The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle
access to existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding the proposed turning lanes has been noted, as have your
concems regarding the use-of Lockwood Drive by FDA employees, and consistency of the
proposed plans with the White Oak Master Plan. At this time, there is no indication that an
additional right turn lane from Lockwood Drive onto southbound MD 650 would be considered
in the near future and defiantly not in this design project. '

The operation of the southbound left tum lane from MD 650 into the White Oak )
Shopping Center, you have concemns with, has been analyzed. Traffic studies have indicated that
the signal phasing at Lockwood Drive and MD 650 provides sufficient breaks in traffic flow to
accommodate the anticipated left tum traffic into the parking lot. 1t has been agreed that this
movement will be monitored afier the project has been completed and if warranted, a signal will.

he installed in the future. _

relapiieans nntithner edk(rae anmbeer is
Servive S Tuspmiioel Heoreime nr Spovvh A LIRS

Hnrahiswd 2 w Ryzetewithe Todl Frse -

Weoiliomp tehfryee: 1O Tns T1T - Mubimane St 1
Ntrevt ety g Tt Nowth et Sinsg T, Mrrvind 2E0ES o Pl 1I0000aKRR0 R TS M LA XA
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interest. - .

Mr. Howard Bell Jr.
Page Two
January 15, 2003 . _ \ !

The Maryland State Highway Admijnistration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on
the project mailing list in‘order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank.you for your

Sincerely,
fomrus we g
Highway Design Divs '

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks * -

..... ~u B EASh i

cCormick, Taylor and Associates

800 MeCeney Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20901
December 18, 2002 !
1 .
Mr. Ken Briggs, Project Manager -
Maryland State Highway Adminisiration
Mailstop C-102 . . -
707 North Calvert Street
Bahimore, MD 21202

Dear Mr. Briggs: o R .

After reviewing the improvements shown in the MD 650 Study Alternate 2- Build Ahernative, |
have a number of comments. Aceording to the Environmental Assessment for the Studyitis
consistert with the 1997 White Oak Master Plan and the Plan's support for the FDA facility: to ~
mitigate traffie impacts from FDA employces, minimize congestion on MD 650 during peak hours
and preclude the use of Lockwood Drive, Sehindler Drive and Northwest Drive as comrouter.
thoroughfares for FDA émployees. :

Given the above, I am in support of the northbound MD 650 single lefi-turn lane onto Lockwood
Drive, which discournges the use of Lockwood Drive as a cut-through and encourages the use of
the US 29 interchange by FDA employees.

-1 am also in support of a single right turn lane onto southbound New Hampshire Ave. as it was
presented st the November 25, 2002 eommunity mecting. Should the improvements to the MD
650/Loekwood Drive wést leg of the intersection be revised again to include an additional right
turn lane onto southbound New Hampshire Ave. it would not be eonsistent with the 1997 White
Oak Master Plan and Regiona) Planning since it would in fact encourage the use of Lockwood
Drive by FDA employees in an arca that has two bus stops (one on each side of Loekwood Drive)
adjacent to the main entrance for the Berkshire high-rise apartments and a eommercial center with
signifieant pedestrian erossings st mid-street, - - )

The MD 650 study also shows an exelusive left-turn lane in the existing median of southbound
New Hampshire Ave. to provide access into the White Oak Shopping Center. However, the .
Transk Center Study at the White Oak Shopping Center identified operational eonstraints with this’
location and the use of a lefl tum if it is not signalized. Hence, I am opposed to this left turn lane
unless it is signalized. '

Thank you for this opportunity to eomment on MD 650 Study Alternate 2- Build Ahernative.

Howard W. Bell, Jr.
Resident of BMHCA

Dana Cleowe Tﬂfﬂf& 1"4::'.,.,‘,, -Q/,../ S{gui,{_, '

NQ ST A
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Rubwrt 1. Ehrdleh, Ir, CGorernar © Michael 8, Steele, LE, Goareranr < Trom M, Kinteman, Aed iy Sevevinry

February 5, 2003 .

Re:  Project No. MO900B21 . '
' . MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
‘ North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland
Mr. Bruce White
6724 Baltimore Ave.
University Park MD 20782

Dear My, White: ) !

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comments regarding additional weave provisions at the ramp from
southbound MD 650 to northbound US 29 have been noted, as has your concem
regarding new signage.

. The final design for the MD 650 improvements will include new signage. A new
sign will be placed in the gore (the area between the ramp and MD 650) that will read:
US 29 NORTH right arrow, 20 MPH. The 20 MPH will be black with a yellow
background so that it will be highly visible; the remaining portion of the sign will be
white on a green background. At this time, there will be no re-grading of the ramp.

My tekephonme numbner lk-froe mintia? is
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Mr. Bruce White
Page Two ] -
February 5, 2002

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager. at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Sincerely,

4 /é o
W%{ L
Kenneth T. Briggs (1]
Chief, Highway Desiéﬁ'l\()ivision
ce: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project. Planning Division, SHA o
. I3anaR_Knight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates
Mr.Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA




k<
v
(=)
w
(=)
g
=]
S
3
&
)
2
[=%
5]
Z
]
=
=
o
-
c
2]
N
\O

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMH‘I'I_'S

.~ .»MO%00B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
- * MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE)
- FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
CHICENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197

+

NAME. 32y ¢ pmTE— DATE if29(0¢
ADDRESS oyl (bumcr  wARD L/“’"Z‘( BrLT AVE
Y vpww parn  STWE mp 2P 20262

PLEASE

PRINT

' UWe wish 1o comment or. Inquire about the foliowing aspects of this project: .
RE: _8AMp FRom SB V29 T L@ mp (5o —

' Ll GLAD To JSEEL THAT moRE WEAV(n &
w tAL Bt PRovioEP TN THE . Ramef o

IM?BG?/\‘:\?;’ GSugTb_—‘ww\;’)L 29, - 13757649.!& e fF
THE  Op e m Wbl fLlePC of THEL Rame  from
SB LS 29 T B My LSD, Howevga  mée
:fffﬁ”RP ’I;{’&NJ‘ RL«?UIRLJ’ T® N&m
THI( RAMP _ARE O Msafl. winy THE—
AFANAL  Perigrn  (MNelvp s NEW  SieNA6E
wv‘\'\'iA-;lNé DRIVERS TV Sfroel Dvs waA M"OV/OQ
WUINL AT LEAST THL NS PERTIOAN B
THE. RAMe QE _GCRADEP A1 AN ANELE 7o
HéLe PREVEMST [N~ T BY ORIVLRS
Ex(itoine SAFE  [rieps” THANK You,

174 S

Dﬁlease add my/our name(s) to the Malling List.

[Jriease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.
* Persons who have received &xcopl of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Mailing List ' :

- planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

State Hicff
! i livivay
Administration

A

BT Y AR RAIEIRN

° MR 1
Rubert L. Ehtlicho e Gorernor - Michuel 5. Siovle. L. Corernor + Trem M. Kitttoman, Aeting Sevretury

February 5, 2002

Re:  Project No. MOS00B21 - .
. MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
- North of US 29 .

_ ) Montgomery County, Maryland
Ms. Mary Crincenti

9621 Dilston Rd.
Silver Spring MD 20903

Dear Ms. Crincenti:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to nosth of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and

Your comment regarding the current Beltway interchange conditions has been
noted, as have your concemns regarding safety and increased traffic in the study area. The
project has been designed to increase capacity on New Hampshire Avenue at the local
intersections between US 29 and 1-495 and to improve access to and from the FDA site,
The State Highway Administration (SHA) is aware of the rush hour overload along US.
29, as well as many other major. highways and interchanges in the Washington
Metropolitan Area. A major undertaking such as rebuilding the US 29/New Hampshire
Avenue Interchange has been studied by SHA in the past and the existing interchange
was deemed to be functional for the foreseeable future. Your concemns have been noted
and will be forwarded to the Project Planning Division (PPD) of the Maryland State
Highway Administration for consideration.

AR Gk numine il frv: numbesr is
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Ms. Mary Crincenti
Page Two
February 5, 2003

The State-Highway Administration has reviewed all ¢comments and will continue
1o investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Sincerely,

il £

Kenneth T. Briggs i’\!
Chief, Highway DeSign Division

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
MEEDET KR BRG McCormick, Taylor, and Associates
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

_ MO900B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
" MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF us 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P-M. - 8:00 P:M.
CHICENTER -
. ] 10501 NEW.HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
- .SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197

NAME . N )
ease  Hommew T R4z
~ ADDRESS  » zil'-rs;r::v.mznons , ..

~QINT .-
ciry . STATE. zp -

"We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects df this project: -

. (‘Cuma"l' bé’jlr’U-&. "H\a‘)’ u»u Y e {\/oln_e/ 7”7u
nrojat i oot chengumg the 'BaHm:u it ercliguse
{_hove beek reares i Y s

+-he ’BPHJM‘{ [Soa b A’Q’!U '1_, @ g jot
(’mirwm w' //rm;-—/d 'f‘mﬁ ¢ in tHie
aca .’

[ "] please add my/our name(s) to the Malling List. : .-

T rlease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.
* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are already on

L_ the project Maifing List
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February 5, 2002
, ' Re:  Project No. MO900B21 - . '
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Laura McDonald
11555 Michale Ct.
Silver Spring MD 20904

Dear Ms. McDonald: ‘.

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) |

Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road 10 north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug .
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to -

- existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding potential routing into FDA from the northeast has been
noted, as have your concems regarding where FDA employees are coming from. The Zip
Code analysis has been a part of the traffic studies for the development of the MD 650
design. . )

With regard to access via Industrial Boulevard and from US 29 directly to’
Michelson (perhaps via Stewart Lane), these ideas were studied when the County updated
its master plans for Fairland and White Oak in 1997. The concepts were dropped from
consideration due to the negative impacts they would have on the natural environment.

Pedestrian movements crossing MD 650 in the vicinity of the Lockwood Drive
intersection has been carefully studied and is recognized as a major pedestrian route
between the Berkshire Towers (also known as The Point) and the surrounding
communities including Bumt Mills. The design includes landscaping and fencing in the
median to encourage pedestrians to use the signalized crosswalks at the intersection.

Al Gk plnawe e tellfnee aumbeer o .
Mearsltnmt Lelay Servivs for logmtired Hhetrimg or Spovvh | NELTEZTA Stuteminhe Todl Fraa
Ahoelive Detedreas: 1ML He& TIT Dalbemars, A2 20T
Nervvt Iobbrrae; (00 Nowth Calvert Stnet - Ruliimerye, Marchiosed 20900 peems Sivee e skum hadeled Ll TR T RAL

Ms. Laura McDonald
Page Two

_ February 5,2003

The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project
Manager, at 410 662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

'

Sincerely,

,4@1:.’»( /gﬂ”léi

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc:  Mr. Damvell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
MerDanaP-Knigt, McCommick, Taylor, and Associates
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION -
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

) ' MO900B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
" MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) .
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6:00 P.M.~ 8:00 P.M.
CHICENTER

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
.SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197

NAME | e N DanalOd  PATE 3252
ADDRESS \\55‘{ VV\\\JLQ . Cj’ . ;'

cIry Msm! '(Y\D 2P 5 0904-2770Y

/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project: .
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[ Please add my/our name(s) to the Malling List. 15 White oK = h’fft'r\ 9

ot ov oo
[JPlease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List. ¢ fr The
* persons who have recelved a'copy of this brochure through the mall are aiready on

the project Maliing List LMA
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January 24, 2003
Rz Project No. MC9C0B2] )
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland
Mr. Ed Driscoll . -
11239 Legato Way

Silver Spring MD 20901

Dear Mr. Driscoll:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is:
10 improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mili Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29.. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the.proposed Food and Drug’
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle: access to
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding wildlife protection at the FDA site has been noted. This
issue has been addressed in coordination with the General Services Administration
(GSA), the Golf Course Management, and Maryland National Capital Park and Planning -
Commission (M-NPPC). The State Highway Administration’s (SHA) proposed design
and specifications require that the contractor install temporary 8-foot high chain link -
fencing at the limits of construction within the golf course property prior to removal of
any existing fencing. This temporary fence must remain in place until the new fencing
near the proposed sidewalk/bike path is complete and secure. ’ :
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Mr. Ed Driscoll
Page Two
January 24, 2003

+
1

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the
feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the project mailing
list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for your interest. If
you have any questions, please contact me at 410-545-8761, 1-888-228-5003 or
kbriggs@sha.state.md.us. :

Sincerely,

o777 3
Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc: Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD
EERERAREEREMcComick, Taylor, and Associal
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

'~ MOS300B21 '
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING '
" MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOYEMBER 25,2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 PM.
CHICENTER

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
-SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197

it £ DRiseol oare (2] 2oz
ADDRESS \ 23] Leaats Woy - - ..
city g;\uu_gpmw} STATE A\ Tap 2030\

PLEASE

PRINT

'We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:

Tam concemed ‘about | the Wildlife at White Oak Golf Course especially durin g-'any
proposed construction on Néw Hampshire Ave: It-is my concern-that temporary fencing
be installed if any permanent fencing has to be removed during construction. 1 have lived_
in this area for over 35. years and am very aware of the Deer, Ground Hogs, Geese, etc...
that graze on the golf course and many times right by the fence facing New Hampshire
Ave. If any of the cumrent fencin g is removed during construction and no temporary
fencing is put in its place, it is a guarantee some of the Wildlife will wander on to New

R Hampshire Ave. and not only endanger their lives but the lives of motorists driving on
New Hampshire Ave. This is not a small detail 1o be overlooked so 1 thank you for

allowing me this opportunity to bring it to your attention if you have not already
considered the matter., i

Sincezly, : ) 7

Ed Driscoll
11239 Legato Way - .
Silver Spring, MD 20901 : - : -

MPIease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.

[CJPtease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Maliing List )
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State Hinfix d\ |
Aumlnlstvallon :

Robert L, Ehrdich, Je, tiecersen Michael X, Sieede, L2 farrevar . Trent . Kitthemon, bt éngt Sevretary

January 24, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21. e
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Florence R. Morgan
10403 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring MD 20903

Dear Ms. Morgan:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to
existing and planned actmty centers, including commercial sites.

Your question regarding potential impacts to houses located on New Hampshire
Avenue between the FDA and Powder Mill Road has been noted. Houses along the east
side of MD 650 (opposite the FDA property) will not be impacted. The closest work will
be re-landscaping of the area that divides southbound New Hampshire Avenue from the
Frontage Road. .

The Maryland Slate Hnghway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any questions, please contact me at 410-545-
8761, 1-888-228-5003, or kbriggs@sha.state.md.us.

Chief, Highway Design Division
Al echoplumwe numbsrtedi-frse nemher b

U —
Metrsplorsat Bivtorgs S - foor Tmgorirved Hessrimy cor Npmveds ANILTIEIEN Sintewidhs Tl Frve

[ 3 Whdeveez 190 N 1T Muhlimesre, M 2ENELCHT
Ntevet ehitrre sz IO Nobth Uiivert Sinad Iahinwee, Moryhond 2YDE 7 Yeemer DNIIEEN - anw Y iondnads.vm

Ms. Florence Morgan
Page Two -
January 24, 2003

cc: Darrell Sacks SHA - PPD

N

gt McCormick, Taylor, and Associates -
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PLEASE
"PRINT

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS |

. *MOS00B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
© -MDG650(NEWHAMPSHIRE AVE) |
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. ~ 8:00 P.M.
CHI CENTER

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197

NAvE agwmc,.ﬂ\w
ADDRESS oo 3 Ju ltarn b . DR~
O Qb Qpieh  SWEND 2P 003

/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:

DI;TE n]ac,] o

L Oresn 000 DA 0 d Sudan YWDl Red <
O Lk snthe paik eidy- :

[E Please add my/owr namels) to the Maliing List.
[JPiease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List. :

* Persons who have recelved a copy of this brochure through the mail are already on
the project Mailing List )

oA

. SteteHigiwe,

M e T o TSI e
Robent L. Ehrdich. dr_Liarrrugr © Michaet S, Steefe. L1, torernor + Tremt M. Khtteman, Acfing Srervinry
February S, 2003
! Re:  Project No. MO900B21 . ) )
. MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
- North of US 29 :
_ ) - Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Leonard Friedman & Ms. Randi Passamaneck ' -
11824 Gordon Road
Silver Spring MD 20904 : -

Dear Mr. Friedman & Ms. Passamaneck:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road 1o north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and fiom
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Ozak Federal Research Center. The project
will also.consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and

planned activity centers, including cofimercial sites: - o

Your comment regarding traffic along New Hampshire Avenue has been noted, as
has your concemn regarding traffic on local streets. -

The Honorable Ida Ruben, Maryland State Senator, District 20, has requested the
Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) to perform another Signal Warrant
Analysis at Quaint Acres Drive. The results of this study are expected in edrly April
2003. This study will be managed out of SHA's Cistrict 3 office. We have not had any
requests for a Signal Warrant Analysis regarding Tanley Road.. However, an evaluation
of Tanley Road can be initiated by writing to Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer,
Maryland State Highway Administration, 9300 Kenilworth Avenue, Greenbelt, MD
20770.

MY vehephe e tuminers il fnve numr i
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Mr. Friedman & Mis. Pussiliiaiiecs
Page Two
February 5, 2003

Tlhe Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue 10 investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our.progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

1

Sincerely,

el AT

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design‘pvision

cc: The Honorable Ida G. Ruben, Senate of Maryland o
Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
3 2 "McCormick, Taylor, and Associates
Charhc Walkms, District Engmcer, SHA

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

. MOS00B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
"MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD.TO NORTH OF us 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M.-8:00PM.

CHI CENTER
, 10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
- ' SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197
(NAME' ) DATE ,//z;y,.,, ’
"LEASE  ADDRESS s Lemord vt
PRINT : emaneck .
cy - Sthor sy ironnoe E . ap -

1/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects oY this project:

(3¢ £op_toniantd Glard Ao baskae 29.
ot Lok sl B potidnes ) — past %M‘ e -
oo Ty ! ( W g e petinsligser oo
Mo MM e - A an M) dmo;?__
éwm f;v».(.f wf M«xnof;gﬁl o q f'a2%) MM{(
G bl WNBBvt . WL pins hesgfcs, thine b,
oot Jo A dellr Moo WAt ot o1
Z\,L 4,.,4]/ /\lw-( ()/u/(/ﬁ Bn B CW;{

[JPlease add my/our name(s) to the Malling List. - _ ..

~ [JPlease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.
+ persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Matling List
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Rohert L. Ehrlleh, Jr. Leermr
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" February 6, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
North ¢f US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Maxwell Keeler
10600 Shedy Circle
Silver Spring MD 20903

Dear Mr. Keeler:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians 10 and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The: project
will also.consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comments regarding access along New Hampshire Avenue has been noted.
The State Highway Administrations (SHA) proposed improvements incorporate a
channelized median that would make it difficult to exit from the McDonalds/Office
Depot complex onto northbound MD 650. The design also shifts the median opening
further south. As for closing the median break altogether; this would create hardship and
loss of business to the commercial area occupants currently benefiting from that point of

' access.
Al toephome sumber-hdlinee aumber is
Vrerabanel Hetorsy So-vvive far Inugorieved Hlovirismg sor Npwveb 1591550200 Ntutreiote Toll Free
Weiitiney Whirvee: 1AL IR T1T < Wuftimmwe, M1 21000007 )7
Ntovet Abrbrens; T Nt Calert Sinedt o Baltimmorse, Mryhend 21002 - e 2HLSNITER - aww maryiendrmde. om

Mr. Maxwell Keeler
Page Two
February 6, 2003

) The ‘Maryl‘and State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana '
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Sincerely,

%/)Wﬁé?z /

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design

ce:  Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA. '

WWMcComi_ck, Taylor, and Associates




STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION -
"QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

, MO300B21 :
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING \
‘MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) :
' FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD.TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - BOOP.M

CHI CENTER
70501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
.SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197
. 1] .
: NAME E *Mixuoc" Ke_a_[a..g DATE “]PLSQL
PLEASE DRESS . -
orNT. AD 10600 Shely Civele S
Y S Seau STATE mp PP _20feg-133

UWe wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:. )

Qﬁ-’ F'ﬁmjg_ﬁiizﬂ? . Sheat 3ok Y, - .
/%—/\B ?Q—w Vs dasy, ,,b'q,, o~ MD. 650 .," .",
sarert Y pradts Miclodses Ad oo en = ﬁ;-m‘% duy2e,y

MY | adm exitig ofAsa Dpgad e preemtuen
\—?’/ legh ots (s© %5 4 A)nu—u T A d‘LoK’Qa
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e e G

(New Hampshire Ave at Lockwood Dr.)
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[JPlease add my/four name(s) to the Malling List. BS-ew WsU
. +,

[JPlease delete my/our name(s) from the Malling st ATer Aga - 5; yn
* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are a!ready on /

the project Mailing List
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Rahert L. Ehndich, dr. Garernor © Michnel S, S1eele, LL tinrervor « Trem M. Rittteman, .irting Sevrelury

February 5, 2002

Re:  Project No. MO900B2]
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Deanna Okrent
10715 Gatewood Ave
Silver Spring MD 20903

Dear Ms. Okrent:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White-Oak Federal Research Center. The project '
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicvele access to existing and -
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

Your comment regarding safety, traffic, and signage in the Burnt Mills Hills area
has been noted, as has your concem regarding children in the area.

With regard to traffic volume restrictions on Schindler Drive, Ruppert Road, and
Cresthaven Drive where they intersect New, Hampshire Avenue the Montgomery County
Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPW &T) can initiate a traffic study
upon formal requests by citizens, homeowners, or neighborhood associations once a
specific problem materializes. This type of study will determine appropriate measures to
deal with the specific problem. MCDPW&T does not install volume restrictions based
on forecasted problems, but uses actual observed data to design the most effective
solution. With regard to Northwest Drive opposite Mahan Road at MD 650, appropriate
signing will be installed as part of the project to prohibit direct movements to and from

-the Federal Research Center property. MCDPW&T can be contacted at 101 Monroe St.,
'Rockville, Maryland, 20850.

MY tehephemie nmbwr bl frve nombeer ix
Hurratsset Bvhog Nevcive fia basgor ires) Hoorringg or Sprvrd 180,702 Stnvwide Tl = rva.

iissscang sempramas 00 vme JAT ikelemenee b ZITIC ]

NIt ededen s SO0 T U N Setinmene, SR Lt D1 Seee Bia

Ms. Deanna Okrent -
Page Two
February S, 2002

The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the
project mailing list in order to keep you infermed about our progress. Thank you for
vour interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Sincerely, _ . ] .
7

) - or 'l :
- Kenneth T. Brig
: : Chief, Highway Besign Divisi_on

cc Mr. Darrell Sacks
Muy;Dana:PEKnight -McCormick, Taylor, and Associates
Mr. Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T .
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION .
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS .

- MOS00B21
INFORMAT]ONAL PUBLIC MEETING
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE)
, FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M

- CHI CENTER .
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 .
AME \ue"« _ -
- e NAME . }e)h-uvp‘g (@) Vl\u.)\‘ DATE '\s\\wq
PLEASE -
' ADDRESS yo—1 8 C-m:\cuuooss A

PRINT

ey Q\\’%S\J“*Q) STATE WD 2P _30303 '

1/We wish to comment or Inqﬁlre about the following aspects of this project:

T awm - s

Rk seeyss “GJH%‘LM ak gd«\mﬂo\\ 2 umoolj\
Cxastmoreny. et MUC 7L
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'B'f’iéﬁée"édd my/our name(s) to the Malling List.
O Please delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.

* pérsoris who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are aiready on
the project Maliing List

onA

AdmlnhtnIl—]-Ibi]\‘\;‘dV

A1 ETEANRCNTIFS DR AR S T
Rabert 1. Ehelich, I, Gorcervne \ll--nm-h \v«-lr Ll Linrvrmor Trrm \I l\ln'km-n..lo-liw.\'-v-/vhlr_u

- : ~  February 6, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21 -
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Charlotte Hennessy
9708 22nd Ave !
Adelphi, MD 20783 ' '

Dear Ms. Hennessy:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)

Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road -to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.
Your comment regarding a right-tum only bay from Hillandsle-Shopping Center
onto Powder Mill Road has been noted. Because this is outside the limits of State or
County jurisdiction (on Hillandale Shopping Center Property), a request needs to be
made to the owners and operators of the White Oak Shopping Center. 1t would then be
the responsibility of the Shopping Center to contact the Chief of the Montgomery County’
Traffic and Parking Services Division to initiate a study for this access change to Powder
Mill Road.
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Ms. Charlotte Hennessy
Page Two
February 6, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to mvesngate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Sincerely,

‘4’/)'/;‘\% %
l( eth T. Briggs !
Chief, Highway Design Division. *

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA
P:DanaP: Kfight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associate

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

o . MO900B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
‘ » MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) '
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
CHI CENTER
' ' 10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
: . .SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197

LY

NAME  ~paclotte Meanwssa DATE
ADDRESS 9 2ond 2y e

cIry Eda/phi STATE' 2D 2Ip Z 223

/We wish to comment or Inquire about the followlng aspects of this project;
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[ rtease delete my/our name(s) from the Maifing List.
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the project Malling List
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January 24, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B2!1
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
e Montgomery County, Maryland
Mr. Dan Wilhelm ) .
-904.Cannon Rd.
Colesville MD 20904

Dear Mr. Wllhelm ‘-

Thank you for your comments regardmg the MD 650 (New Hampshire AVcnue)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is i
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder.Mill Road and from .
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug .
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.

The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. .

Your comment regarding sight lines and proposed improvements to New
Hampshire Avenue has been noted. Thank you for supporting this project-and providing
us with suggestions to consider. The State Highway Administration (SHA) will provide _

US 29 Southbound Ramp).

. Also,in response to your comment regarding the left turn into the White Oak
Shopping Center from southbound New Hampshire Avenue, a signal would not be
necessary because the current signal at Lockwood Drive will provide a break in  traffic.
This break in traffic would allow queued cars in the newly pmposed left turn lane to enter
the shopping center without major delays.

Finally, your recommendation for three left tumn lanes westbound from Lockwood
Drive to southbound New Hampshire Avenue has also been noted. This movement is
proposed to accommodate a triple left movement including one shared throughlleﬁ lane.
This is reflected in the final design plans.

,
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sufficient sight distance at the m_ovcmcnt you mentioned (New Hampshire Southbound a! B

Mr. Dan Wilhelm .
Page Two
January 24, 2003

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the
f_easﬂ)ility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the project mailing
list in order to keep you informed-about our progress. Thank you for your intefest. If
you have any questions, please contact me at 410-545-8761, 1-888-228-5003 or
kbnggs@sha state. md us. -

_ . [}
' Sincerely, "

p

Kenneth T. Brig
Chief, Highway Design Division _

cc: Danell Sacks, SHA - PPD
2 S McConmck Taylor, and Associate




STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
__QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS A
" -MO%00B21 - )
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING

. m-em '
. " MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) .
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 Admlnmntlon ’

SIWTNETUENT L T

MONDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 PM. - 8'00 PM. Rubert L. Ehrlich. Ir. Viarermr - Nichnel 5 Steete, LF¢brvary 6, 2003 Nllkm-n. Arting Sevretury
CHI CENTER : ) _ -
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE ’ : Re:  Project No. MO900B21
ySILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197 A . ‘ MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
. : . NorthofUS29
'E Montgomery County, Maryland -
nease TE DA uneHE DATE 4 225[ Z0i2 . :
. - E ) Mr. & Mrs. Norman Holmes .
PRINT ADDRESS QoY CAarmen, RO : 1709 Edgewater Parkway
CITY . COLEAILLE STATE y” '2 p4] -] cou Silver Spring MD 20903

. . Dear Mr. and Mrs. Holmes~ ' -
I/'We wish to comment or lnqulre about the followIng aspects of this project: - o

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
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Q. u[’/)oAT PROTECT fr) BlmosT At C’H#NGQL . Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is

) y ) to improve traffic operations for vehicles-using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from

QUCCESTED s21F Rove ok ATT< - Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
( i ) ON INEWX HAMECSHAE Sovll Bovasd AT vS2 9 Sour/Bowasp circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
. Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
tAHE_SURY 1 NG 1___3Lox lf will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
DAWERS UVIEW " GF CAAS  MBKRRL. LEFT (nTrs SAE planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

AAmA- . . A ) . Your questions regarding the New Hampshire/Colesville underpass, ingress &

egress at White Oak Shopping Center, potential road widening, speed bumps, and bus
stop locations have been noted.

@ LS el L FT TVRa (ATO §HopfrnG CoaTeR FRam SuuTHA0ven

MNH.,  fecompean 1T HAVE A SI6ads

With regard to speed bumps, they are not allowed on Powder Mill Road because
of its functional classification as an arterial road intended to carry through traffic as well
as property access traffic. Speed bumps can be considered to other nei ighiborhood streets.
in east Hillandale, through a process administered by the Montgomery-County '
Department of Public Works and Transponation (MCDPW&T). A formal request should
be submitted to that agency.” Regarding to the issue of bus stops and tumn arounds on
FDA property, the local transit agencies (Metrobus and Ride-On) are actively -
coordinating with the FDA currently to implement that objective as part of the FDA site
design. MCDPW&T can be contacted at 101 Monroe St., Rockville, Maryland, 20850.

LAvES

N by nomber tedl-frve: aemdee

[Zielease add my/our name(s) to the Malling List. . R
[Jriease delete my/our name(s) from the Malfing List. it

::. Nutew it Todl Frew
Worrdoomny bibirvee: 19) 1o T I © Nl o, \|r\~nn-u "
* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are already on B S O T

the project Malling List : ' -
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Mr. & Mrs. Norman Holmes
Page Two
February 6, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will '

continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

' -

Sincerely, % ' .
Kenneth T. Briggs

Chief Highway Desigh Division

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Pro;ect Plannmg Division, SHA
G Gl \

Mr. Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T |

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
ONS AND/OR COMMENTS

_ Y "MO900B21
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING
*"MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO'NORTH OF us 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
CHI CENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197

NAME' Al/mf- /)/a\/mgn %/ﬂ%

ADDRESS ,7 s - g

DATE //_-45‘_02
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T Y /r/c wa
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I/'We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects 1 this project: .
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[“JPiease add my/our name(s) to the Malling List.

[JPlease delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List.
+ persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are aiready on
- the project Malling List - -
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February 5, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

‘Ms. Cathy-Martin Urbanek
:11333 Classical Lane
Silver Spring MD 20901

Dear Ms. Urbanek:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenuc)
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purposé of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Miil Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility af the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. :
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Your comment regarding safety at the intersection of New Hampshire Avenue
and the ramp for US 29 south has been noted. When entering the northbound left turn
bay and approaching the flashing red signal, vehicles should.come._to a complete stop and
wait for an acceptable gap in traffic before proceeding with the tum. The sign that is
associated with the signal explains what the motorist must do in this situation (**Proceed
on Flashing Red Afier Stop™). This signal operation was implemented 1o minimize the
delay to motorists using the ramp to head south on US 29, and it has operated as

intended.
IV Hdepheane numine bflefnee punther b
Marraivmed Bvlessy Nerrive For tspweiresl Heorrswgg o © 0wveh § MU0 Sttt s 7! - ovae
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Ms. Cathy Urbanek
Page Two
February 5, 2003
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all cornments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mts.biz.

Sincerely,

. , 4 ) B
- [
_ R . - -
- A /ébnlé‘é Kw :
Kenneth T. Briggs AN
i Chief, Highway Desi _bivision
cc: Mr. Darr__gll S_a_gk_s,\iject Planning Division, SHA '
FEDana P Knight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA
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/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project

' . . MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to
' " Northof US 29 -7 -
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Eileen Finnegan
10404 Sweetbriar Parkway
Silver Spring, MD 20903

Dear.Ms. Finnegan, : ,

ed! ‘Ptuac
¢ e Yoo driver
STeP,

epposes

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)

™ 5 Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
L A te S to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
h hd " Chalmers Road 10 north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving .~
s 3 C)u‘_i‘k \nm : . circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug -
FRY o, Ry 19 Y. M Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Rescarch Center.- The project
O §> ) T . will also consider adequate vehicular. pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
3 —— [ . planned activity centers, including commercial sites. '
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Your comments regarding the Environmental Assessment Documnent (EA)
recently made available to the public have been noted, as have your concemns regarding

‘Note t The s
L X
real

lmlnij_; Tt axe Sorre

= levels of service and pedestrians crossing New- Hampshire Avenue. A response is
| g - ovided after each of your comments below. _ -
anahes s am P ye
e WEA 2L 7 f o 24, 7 . »
Z 4N o ry e vy B j Comment:  The White Oak Transit Center and the FDA’s Revised Master Plan status
. 'V o ' 2= have not been described with the most current information available, and -
( %/ VOAS (L2l ,_m, nid the northeast entrance from Cherry Hill Road is not mentioned.

AML peciall, for ous < HALG Ja¥zic Response:  Since the publication of the October 2002 EA/Draft Section 4(f)

fif' VXS « }9 /P X (10 VO ll,-’b"llm Evaluation, additional coordmation has revealed that the focus of transit
studies has changed in the White Oak area. Morntgomery County _
Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPWT) completed a -

two-year study to determine the feasibility of locating a transit center in
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Hhis Intpvsechon as e as possibl
-[JPiease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing Uist.

ank’ you.
[Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. %'%ﬁkwl’mﬁk

* persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on
the project Malling List '

the White Oak Shopping Center. The study expanded on the /997 White
Ouk Master Plan recommendation to look at other potentially feasible
transit center locations i the White Oak area. The prototype'fonechnical
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Ms. Eileen Finnegan
Page Two
February 7, 2003

analysis as the study began was a facility with S00 parking spaces and six
,  bus bays. As the study progressed, a decision was made by Montgomery
County DPWT to delay the long-term transit study, including the potential
for a large-scale transit center.at the White Oak Shopping Center,
Montgomery County DPWT focused on short-term improvements instead,
specifically improvements to heavily used bus stops in the vicinity of MD
650 and Lockwood Drive. The final study report presemts a proposed
facility program fon the bus stop improvements. Bus pads and streetscape
improvements will be installed on Lockwood Drive e2st of New '
Hampshire Avenue, as well as on New Hampshire Avenue (cast and west
sides, north of Lockwood Drive). According to Montgomery County
DPWT, there are no immediate plans to reinitiate the transit center study.

Comment:  The reference to FDA’s March 2002 Revised Master Flan should be )
completed with the National Capital Planning Commission’s (NCPC)
Action of June 2002. In that action, NCPC did not approve the 1:1.5
parking requested, but held to the standard of 1:2 parking spaces for the

. FDA project. NCPC is requiring General Services Administration (GSA)

to resubmit a Transportation Management Plan (TMP) within 9 months of
full occupancy of the CDER office building (Phase 2). .

Response: The October 2002 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation stated that, as one of
its transportation management strategies, the March 2002 TMP for the
FDA Consolidation identified a goal of developing a program to increase |,
the Average Vehicle Occupancy (AVO) to 1.5 persons per vehicle. ™ -
Further coordination with GSA has reveale2 :*at the NCPC did not
approve the 1.5 persons per vehicle. Currently, the NCPC has approved
the parking ratio of 1:2 (1 parking space for 2 employees) and requires
that NCPC review the parking ratio as the facility is constructed and the
parking habits of FDA employees are observed. There is limited public
transportation-to-the. site, and many of the employees work odd and lmg
hours so ride-sharing is difficult. GSA and its traffic consultant anticipate
that more parking may be nesded than what has been approved, as they
predict a ratio of 1.2:2 (1.2 parking spaces for 2 employees).

Comment:  Informally, many associated with .iie project have been advising citizens
that the “northeast gate™ will be the solution to the anticipated gridlock of
New Hampshire Avenue. The “promise” is (contrary to the BMI study)
that Montgomery County residents will travel from Bethesda, Rockville,
and east along Randolph Road ~ which becomes Cherry Hill - 10 enter the
GSA property from this entrance at the Montgomery County line. Some
mention of this entrance, and promised relief should be made - if indeed **
is going 1o happen as described.”

Ms. Eileen Finnegan
Page Three
February 7, 2003 . -

Response:  GSA is currently initiating studies for the noftheast access from Cherry
Hill Road to the FDA facility. Environmental impact and cost estimate for
this potential entrance are presently being conducted as part of the overall
FDA development plan. Traffic evaluations for the MD 650 project have
been based on the inclusion of this access entrance; however, the actual
planning study is being undertaken by others. :

Comment:- Second concern raised is the poor “Level of Service” (LOS) ratings
' anticipated for the New Hampshire corridor. “Given the number of failing
intersections, a confirmation of parking spaces and the anticipated peak
loads (1800 p.m. from 6400 employees?) should be done. Some of the

numbers used for the projections are re-hashed from very old. pre-BM1
studies.”

Response:  This project has been developed to address the projected traffic generated
by the FDA build out. The planned improvements have been scaled back
to accommodate local citizen concerns about the potential for increased
traffic along Lockwood Drive. While we agree that existing traffic flow is
less than desirable during péak hours, the purpose of the project is to
accommodate additional traffic generated by the build out of the FDA site.
Regarding the number of parking spaces, the SHA has no jurisdiction over
the determination of internal GSA site design. By providing a copy of this
letter to a GSA representative, we are alerting them of your concerns.

Comment:  Third concern raised is regarding pedestrians crossing New Hampshire
Avenue. “The plans do not adequately address issues of pedestrian safety.
The comimercial areas of White Oak and Hillandale need safe and relevant
pedestrian focus. The Montgomery Blue Ribbon Panel on Pedestrian and
Traffic Safety has produced a significant document which has raised the
level of understanding of the three E’s ~ Education, Enforcement, and
Engineering. Now is the time for Engineering for pedestrians along New

_ Hampshire Avenue.”

Response:  Pedestrian safety is a very serious concern for 4.5 project. Close .
. coordination with the Montgomery County DPWT, the Maryland National

Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), and the State
Highway Administration Office of Traffic Safety has been rmaintained
throughout the design process. From Chalmers Road to Lockwood Drive,
all bus stops will be located at signalized intersections (all of which have
pedestrian signals and marked crossings) which include: Chalmers Road,
Schindler Drive/Mahan Road, the proposed intersection at Northwest
Drive/Relocaied Michelson-Rosd. and at Lockwood Drive. The current -
bus stop st Ruppen Drive Will be abolished. Fencing will be provided -
along the median from the current Michelson Road location 1o the
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Ms. Eileen Finnegan ' ' P November 25, 2002 " -
Page Four ' _
February 7. 2003 - ] . Mr. Ken Briggs, Project Manager * - e ’
Office of Highway Design o ,
driveway entrance into the shopping center along MD 650 as a way to Maryland State Highway Ad!mmstntlon "
encourage pedestrians 10 use the crosswalks at the imersection. 707 North Calvert Street

' Baltimore, MD 21202

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will te
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is . H hire A .
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Subject: g:\‘:'uo:mm:;ml ASS:::':CCMT :é(gei?:)};o:)dg h}:'",f:fa;‘;:o‘gg’] of US 29 -
Thank you for your interest. 1f you have any further questions please contact Dana - - ' T Froject:

Knight, Project Manager, at dpknight@ma.biz. . , i : : . -

Dear Mr. Bﬁggs,

Very Truly Yours, . In accordance with the mailing from Maryland SHA, ] am writing to you to express
/ concern regarding several aspects of the Environrnental Assessment Documem recently made -
) _pl\ . available for public comment. )
Chief, Highway DedignfDivision ) - First, wnhm‘ the text of the Environmental Assessment, the White Oak Transit Center
and the FDA'’s Revised Master Plan status have not been described with the most current ~ *
information avm]ab]e and the much-touted northeast entrance from Cherry Hill Road is not even
mentioned. B
® As a participant in the White Oak Transit Center Citizens Advisory Commitiee, I can
ce: Darrell Sacks report to you that as early as last spring, it was determined that the 500-car, 6-bay plan
Mr. Dana P. Knight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates was not feasible or desirable. Consequently, plans now call for "improved bus stops” and -

pedestrian safety measures along New Hampshire Avenue and Lockwood Drive.
Enclosed is a set of drawings from September 2002, showing the project.

® The reference to the FDA’s March 2002 Revised Master Plan should be completed with
the National Capital Planning Commission’s Action of June 2002. In that action, NCPC
did not approve the 1:1.5 parking requested, but held to the standard of 1:2 parking -
spaces for the FDA project. NCPC is requiring GSA to resubmit a TPM within 9 months
of full occupancy of the CDER office building (Phase 2),

@ Informally, many associated with the project have been advising citizens that the
"northeast gate” will be the solution to the anticipated grid-lock of New Hampshire . -
Avenue. The "promise” is (contrary to the BM1 study) that Montgomery County
residents will travel from Bethesda, Rockville, and east along Randolph Road - which
becomes Cherry Hill - to enter the GSA property from this entrance at the Montgomery
County line. Some mention of this entrance, and promised relief should be made - if
indeed it is going to happen as described.

A second concern is the poor “"Level of Service” ratings anticipated for the New .
"ampshire corridor. Given the number of failing intersections, a confirmation of parking spaces
«=d the anticipsted peak loads (1800 p.m. from 6400 employees?) should be done. Some of the
- 1mbers used for the projections are re-hashed from very old, pre-BMI studies.
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A final area of conicern is for pedestrians who need to cross New Hampshn-e Avenue.
The plans do not adequately address issues of pedestrian safety. The commercial areas of White
Oak and Hillandale need safe and relevant pedestrian focus. The Montgomery County Blue
Ribbon Panel on Pedestrian and Traffic Safety has produced a significant document which has
raised the level of understanding of the three E’s-Education, Enforéement and Engineering,
Now is the time for Engineering for pedestrians along New Hampshire Avenue.

Thank you for );our consideration.

Eileen Finnegan
10404 Sweetbriar Parkway
Silver Spring, MD 20903

Enclosures ‘White Oak Transit Center Dwgs 2002
WOTC CAC letters of May and Sept 2002
-NCPC Action on FDA Master Plan June 2002

cc: AMs. Cynthia Simpson, Deputy Director, OPPE, SHA
Ms. Denise King, Environmental Specialist, FHA -
Albert. J. Genetti, Jr., Director, Montgomery County DPW&T

) Projected LEVEL- OF SERVICE (LOS)
For Build Plan

Intersection NOW (2001) 2007 2028

PowderMill ~ FamFpm FamFpm  FamFpm
Schindler * Eam/D pm F am/C pm F am/F pm
Northwest Dam/Dpm  Fam/Dpm ) F am/F pm
Michelson E am/C pm F am/B pm F am/F pm
Lockwood F am/F pm Fam/Fpm ° FamfF pm

Tum129SO. Eam/Cpm Eam/Apm F am/E pm
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February $, 2003

Re:  Project No. MOS00B2) -
- ) MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
. North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland -

Mr. Brian Beard
10600 Lilac Place |
Stlver Spring MD 20903 ,

Dear Mr. Beard:

" Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
lmprovemcnts, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for i lmprovmg
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center.. The project
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and
planned activity centers, including commercial sites.

- Your commcnts regarding bicycle and pedestrian access to the new FDA campus
at White Oak have been noted. For this project, the Maryland State Highway

- Administration (SHA), Montgomery County personnel and representatives of the

General Services Administration (GSA) have been in constant contact for every detail of -
planning and design. The intemal roadway and bikeway system is being studied by GSA
and is not 2 part of this project. The SHA/GSA team has worked closely to assure that
proper connection from New Hampshire Avenue will be provided to the FDA Site. Your
concems have been brought to the attention of the GSA site developers.

My uivbw Auminr-ted-irve numbyr in
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Mr. Brian Beard
Page Two
February 5, 2003 . , '

The Maryland Stale Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your nameis -
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank' you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana '
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Smcere]y,

A@gf,

Kenneth T. Briggs
Chief, Highway Design Division

cc: Darrell Sacks, SHA-PPD
T TICKA e McCormick, Taylor, and Associates
Bill Ponenon, General Services Administration

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
___QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS"

. ""M0900B21 '
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING ;
. MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2002, 6:00 P.M. — 8.00 P.M.

_ CHICENTER
10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
-+ SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197
iease NAME Br/an B earo/ DATE
oy CORESS 000 Li lac__Ploce. X

cIry Sl._lVC: S N STATE MD rdlg 2 02Q3

/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project:

I _am concerned about b;cvde and pedes'fflan
access fo the new FEDA campus af \/A L Oak. -
Many emolovees wifl be ex:fmn buses on Mew
oshire _and wa“ﬂnja onto ” the FDA campus.
Also, many FDA_e e i :
w;” Le l.ua//(lna nr .b/(uao 7‘5 u.)orl-( 77ler¢ :
need To be mea(esfr/an anc/ b/c\/c/e_ ‘oaﬁu oll the
u}a\/ fo the pA bm/;/mos TZese paths s/)ad/d_
rmf mferfere. w/)lh \/P/-ucu/ar frafflc,.

50 Please add my/our name(s) to the Maifing List.

[]Please delete my/our name(s) from the Malling List.
+ persons who have received a copy of this brodruremrwghu\e mall are already on
- the project Malling List -




6¢ S 30 YUON 03 peoy [IIA 9pmod woy 0S9 AN

Mn.b!d

]\Vd\

o T S A T S
Rubert L. Ehrlich, e, Lorerme - .\llrhnr‘l X, Xieele, LY, Lisrermnr - Trvml M. Kirtdeman. Ading Sevretury

Adminhtr

. February 5, 2003

Re:  Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Mr. Hugues Sicotte '
10803 Blossom Lane -
Silver Spring MD 20903

Dea'r Mr. Sicotte:

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)
lmprovements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from
Chalmers Road to north of US 29, The project will consider provisions for i improving
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to
existing and planned-activity centers, including commercial snes.

Your comment regarding traffic on Lockwood Road and Burnt Mills Hills Road.
has been noted, as has your concemn regarding the safety of children and other pedestrians
in the neighborhood.

With regard to “shortcut” traffic through the neighborhood, the Montgomery
County Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPW&T) can initiate a
traffic study upon formal requests by citizens, homeowners, or neighborhood associations
once a specific problem materializes. This type of study will determine appropriate
measures to deal with the specific problem. The MCDPW&T does not implement cut-
through volume restrictions based on forecasted problems, but uses actual observed data
to install the most effective solution. With regard to speed bumps or traffic cameras, they
can be considered through processes administered by the MCDPW& T. A formal request
should be submitted to that agency. MCDPW&T can be contacted at 101 Monroe St.,

" Rockville, Maryland, 20850.

My tedephone numburrtisdhiroe nnmbee
Wetrntesmel ity Seprive for fnspmriresd Heserimg vor Speveh 105 G20 Statowivte Tofl Froe

Meeilivgg Drfelresee; V8L Vs 717 - Hahimewe, N1 20T
Ntreet Gtrtress: 0T Noreth Ut Steod - Holtimone, Noevbiond 20302 - e S100050C00 - W e om

Mr. Hugues Sicone
Page Two
February §, 2003

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress.
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questians please contact Dam '
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz.

Smcerely,

Knrdb Bu JJ)

Kenneth T. Briggs
R Chief, Highway Design Division

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA

2dRnught, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates
Bob Slmpson. MCDPWT
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS

.. MOY00B21 =
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING -
- MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE)
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OFUS29 '

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6:00 P.M. — 8:00 P.M.
, CHI CENTER
v 10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
| SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 - 1197

.PII.E.ASE. NAE ‘H—\w 7%’ t;ATE _ZEL&// Z

ADDRESS  \y%0 3 BLOS SOh LN

cITy 5;[“:32!: 1; STATE My 2P 90;53

/We wish to comment or Inquire about the 1o||ow]ng aspects 'of this project:

_{u_@cba‘l‘nom {Ya%f

Ij Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.

[JPiease delete myfour name(s) from the Mailing List.
* Persons who have received a copyofmlsbrod!uremrwghme mauarealneadyon
~ the project Maiiing List
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Other Agency
Correspondence

Finding of No Significant Impact
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Comments and Coordination

Other Agency Correspondence

Correspondence To: From: ‘| Reference
No.
Requesting Concurrence on Mr. J. Rodney Little, SHPO | SHA VI-1a
Determination of Effect
Concurrence on Historic Structures on | Ms. Andrea Mones-O’Hara, | MD Historical Trust VI-2a
the White Oak Site Historic Preservation
Officer, GSA

Information on FDA facility at the Ms. Betsy Bretz, General Services VI-3a
White Oak Site LABQUEST Chairperson Administration (GSA)
Consolidation Improvement Montgomery Department of | Eileen Finnegan VI-4a
Feasibility Study Transportation
Request pertaining to State Threatened | SHA Environmental Review | VI-5a
or Endangered Species and Unique Unit, Maryland
Habitat that may be in the Study Area. Department of Natural

Resources
Request pertaining to State Threatened | SHA U.S. Fish and Wildlife VI-6a
or Endangered Species and Unique Service
Habitat in the Study Area.
Request pertaining to State Threatened | SHA Forest, Wildlife and VI-7a
or Endangered Species and Unique Heritage Service,
Habitat in the Study Area. Maryland Department of

Natural Resources
Providing input regarding the effects SHA Department of Police VI-8a
of study alternatives on response times 3™ District, Silver
for emergency services. Spring
Providing input regarding the effects SHA Montgomery County VI-9a
of study alternatives on response times Fire and Rescue Service
for emergency services.
Requesting Concurrence on Mr. Bill Gries, M-NCPPC SHA VI-10a
Temporary Use of White Oak Golf
Course
Coordination Efforts Between SHA M-NCPPC VI-11a
M-NCPPC and SHA
Requesting Concurrence on GSA SHA VI-12a
Temporary Use of White Oak Golf
Course
Comments Regarding the Affected SHA Environmental Review | VI-13a
Environment in the Study Area. Unit, Maryland

Department of Natural

Resources
Comments Regarding MD 650 SHA M-NCPPC V-14a
Improvemnets
State Clearinghouse Recommendation | SHA Maryland Department of | V-15a

Planning
Comments Regarding MD 650 SHA United States V-16a

Improvements

Department of the
Interior
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Maryland Depariment of Transporiation

State Highway Administration o o, Porcari
Parkes F. Williams ,
October 19,2001 Administiatos '
Re:  Project No. MOS00B2)
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29
Montgomery County, MD )
USGS Beltsville1.5” Quadrangle

Mr. J. Rodney Little .

State Historic Preservation Officer
Maryland Historical Trust

100 Community Place
Crownsville MD 21032-2023

Dear Mr. Linle:

Introduction and Project Description .

This Jetter serves 10 inform the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) of proposed Project No.
MO900B21, and to reguest your concurrence in our no adverse effect determination for this
project. The project area includes a small portion of the U.S. Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL)
Mistonc District (M: 33-25), which is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP).

The project involves the widening of MD 650 from spproximately Acres Driveto
Chalmers Drive, 2 distance of 7,100 feet, to provide an additional through lane in the northbound
direction. Widening will also occur on Powder Mill Road, Mahan Road, and Lockwood Drive,

10 accommodate tumn lane impsovements. Concomitant with the widening, the project proposes

the installation of two stormwater management ponds, an access road, inlets and cutfalls,

 Jandscaping, milling and resurfacing of existing pavement, and construction of medians, curb and

gutter, bike paths, and sidewalks. The project also proposes to relocate Michelson Road 10 3 new.
location across from Northwest Drive. The relocated Michelson Drive will include two
westbound and eastbound Janes with a median. The original location of Michelson Drive will be
reconstructed to an eight-foot bike path/sidewalk facility. Finally, the project will include the
relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on ramp, and the widening of the US 29
northbound on ramp. Soil borings will be required to complete design aspects of the project.

Widening and intersection improvements will require new night of way. Permanent
casements will be required for drainage improvements and slope maintenance. Temporary
construction easements will also be required for grading within the golf course and construction’
access.. Project plans are included for your review as Attschment ).

My telep s

Maryland Relay Service lor inpaited Hearing or Sp
_1.800-735-2258 Stalewide Toll Free

Mall'~c A2<:eg5: © O, Qox 717 « Beltimore, MD 2°777.77°7

Sihree) Address: 707 North Calvert Siieet » Baftimore, Maryland 21202 V, - 15(

Partis N, Glendening
Governor :

Mr. J. Rodney Little . _
‘MD 650 from 1-495 10 US 29
Page Two . ,

Funding
_Federal funds are anticipated for this project.

Jdentification of Area of Potential Effects

We have examined the project area in light of any changes that might be introduced that
would have the potential to affect characteristics qualifying historic properties for inclusion in the
NRHP. We have developed the area of potentisl effects (APE) in consideration of both
architecture and archeology. The APE has been drawn broadly enough 1o accommodate al)
possible construction impacts and the extent of viewsheds from the roadway, as indicated on the
artached State Highway Administration (SHA) GIS quadrmgie map for Beltsville, MD o
(Attachment I1, showing the APE and the NOL Historic District boundary).

Jdentification Mcthods and Results

Potentially significant architectural and archeological resources were both researched as
part of the historic investigation instigated by the proposed widening and intersection
improvements on MD 650 between 1-495 and US 29. :

Architecture: SHA Architectural Histonan Liz Buxton consulted MHT files, historic mapping
including the SHA-GIS qyadyangle mapping, and visited the project area on August 9, 2001.

MD 650 is characterized by mid to late 20® century residences interspersed with public,
religious and office buildings as well as commercial strip development. The NOL Historic
District (M: 33-35) is the only previously identified historic resource within the APE. Located
on the east side of MD 650 at 1090) New Hampshire Avenve, the NOL Historic District is
approximately 1.15 miles north of the Capital Beltway (1-495) and 0.75 south of US 29 and
encompasses 732 acres. The NOL Historic District was determined eligible for the NRHP in
1997 under Criteria A, B and C. The district includes 372 contributing resources as well s a
golf course that sesves as a buffer along the western and southern borders of the district -
(Attachment 311, MHIP form and eligibility lettes). -

The APE is confined to the area of direct construction impacts along the east side of MD
650, and also includes a portion of the NOL Historic District- approximately 1200 fect from the
centes of New Hampshire Ave to the front of the closest building within the NOL Historic
District, (Area 100, also known as the Front Area). The only historic resource in I.he_NOl. -
Historic District Jocated within the APE is the 9-hole White Oak Golf Course, a contributing
element dating 10 1952; there are no contributing buildings located in the APE.

Archeology: SHA archeologist Mary F. Barse assessed the archeological potential of the project
ares through consuliation of the SHA GIS site and survey database, historic mspping, prior

archeological studies, planning documents, and modern Jand use mapping, and conducted a field
visit on August 16, 200). The APE for archeology is defined by the limits of existing and

A |
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Mr. ). Rodney Little ]
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29
Page Three

proposed right of way and easements in which all ggound disturbing activities will take place
(Attachment J). With the exception of the planned relocation of Michelson Road, and
stormwater management facilities on the NOL propenty, the APE closely follows the existing
alignments of MD 650 and its intersecting roadways.

There are no previously reported archeologjcal sites in‘or near the project’s APE
(Attachment 1V, Inventoried Archeological Sites and Surveys). A portion of the APE 2t the
intersection of US 29 was included in a prior survey by Ballweber (1 988) for transponation
improvements on US 29 between 1-495 in Montgomery County and US 40 in Howard County.
No archeological resources were identified during that survey within the current APE. The
General Services Administration (GSA) prepared a summary of previous cultural resources
surveys within the NOL facility as pan of the environmental compliance for the consolidation of
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) headquarters. The current APE was not subject
to actual testing during any of the prior surveys conducted within the facility (Greenhomne &

O’Mara 1992; Cissna ct al. 1982; Rosenzweig 1995). Although several archeological sites were

identified during these surveys, none is situated in or near the current APE,

The Phase ] archeological identification survey (Rosenzweig 1995) sponsored by GSA for
the FDA consolidation project resulted in the determination that no archeological sites were
present within the 23 acre area tested (Attachment TV). The remaining 107 acres within the
130-acre APE were not tested. Approximately 99 of the 107 remaining acres were reported by
Rosenzweig (1995) 1o have low archeological potential by virtue of prior disturbance from '
@ading, filling, construction, and landscaping activities. An cight-acre tract that was preéviously
considered to have high archeological polential (Gseenhome & O'Mara 1992) was reported to be
relatively undisturbed. However, this tract js located well 10 the east of the current APE for
widening and i tion improvements on MD 650, and will be avoided by the undertaking.

The project area is sifuated on the drainage divide between the Northwest Branch and
Paint Branch; tributaries of the Anacostia River drainage. For the most part the APE occupics a
rolling upland plateau dissccted by the headwater valleys of several low order tributaries that
flow-cast to Paint Branch.. This represents a somewhat marginal ecological senting wherein shont-
term resource procurement camps would be the most likely represented prehistoric archeological
site rype. The results of previous surveys within the NOL validate this expectation, as all six
sites that have been identified to date are characterized as low-density lithic scatters. Tis also
likely that prehistoric populations may have made transient use of the area in crossing between
the Jarger, resource rich drainages of Paint Branch and Northwest Branch; howe ver,
archeological evidence of this behavior would be ephemeral at best, and expressed as occasional
isolated flakes or point finds.

Mr. J. Rodney Little
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29
Page Four :

Examination of sclected historic maps (Martenet and Bond 1865; Hopkins 1878; USGS
1926, 1949) reveals that MD 650 has been present in its current alignment at least as early as
1865. A few structures are shown af this time, primasily near the cumrent MD 650/US 29
interchange, and on the west side of MD 650 north of Chalmers Road. Very little change in the
number or ownership of these structures is evident through the first quanter of the 20* century.
Several new structures do appear on maps between 1878 and 1926 on the NOL property, south of
Mahan Road. By 1945, it is apparent that the MD 650 roadway has been improved and -
realigned. Subsequent development and r02d construction in the laner half of the 20% century.
has destroyed all the locations of these historic map indicated structures,

. A field visit was conducted 10 ascertain current conditions and land use within the APE
on August 16, 2001. Al areas of the APE have been disturbed, Widening north of US 29 will
take place on the east side of existing MD 650. Although unde veloped tracts of land remain, the
APE is confined 10 areas previously disturbed by road construction. Widening on MD 650 at the
US 29 interchange and modifications 1o the existing interchange will also occur entirely within
areas previously disturbed by road construction. South of the US 29 interchange to Michelson
Drive, the APE has been disturbed by commercial development, including the massive White
Oak Shopping Center on MD 650 at Lockwood Road,

The character of development along MD 650 changes south of Michelson Drive from
commercial to primarily residential on the west side of the roadway. The NOL facility occupies
a majot portion of the APE on the east side of MD 650 between Michelson Drive and the
Hillandale Recreation Area. All work in this section of MD 650 will take place on the east side
of the roadway im areas disturbed by construction of the White Oak Golf Course, or within the

footprints of the existing roadways. The Powder Mill intersection has been completely disturbed
by commercial and institutional development.

Although background research would suggest that the project area is sensitive for
archeological resources, there has been extensive disturbance from Pprevious yoad building,
drainage and utility installation, as well as commercial, residential, recreational, and institutional

_development. Consequently, it is not likely that significant archeological deposits remain within

the APE, and no further archeological investigations are recommended;

Determination of Effect

. The project would involve the relocation of Michelson Road, improvements 10 Mahan
Road, the installation of two stormwater management ponds and 2 new access road within the -
boundaries of the NOL Historic District. In addition, soj! borings as par of the project design,
landscaping, bike paths, sidewalks and milling and resurfacing of the existing pavemem will
occur. A total of 5.46 acres is required from the Front Area of the NOL property for right-of-
way. Only 1.52 acres is needed for perpetual easement and 0.05 acre for slope casement.
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Mr. ). Rodney Little
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29
Page Five

We have considered the potential for this project to affect the NOL Historic District and
have determined that the impacts would not constitute an adverse effect since they occur in the
Front Area of the propeny which was designed to be a buffer between New Hampshire Avenue
(MD 650) and the NOL complex. The proposed changes wil) be beneficial to the property by
providing better access and enhancing the buffer area. We do not believe that the proposed
changes wil) diminish.the overal) integrity of the Jocation, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, or association of the NOL Historic District.

Although there will be some alteration of the landscape in the Front Aréa, the golf course
and campus-like plan will remain intact. In fact, ponds (storm management) are ofien
incorporated into the design of golf courses and appropriately “fit” into the existing Jandscape. Jt
is also worth noting that the NOL golf course has undergone many physical changes since it was
built in 1952. According to the MIHP survey form, Edmund Ault, a registered golf course
architect, provided a long-range renovation plan in 1964, and many of those changes have been
implemented over the past thirty years. Within the context of the district, we believe the
proposed changes will not significantly alter the Front Area that was crealed to provide s physica)
and natural buffer that preserves the visval character of the main complex. In conclusion, we
ascertain that the proposed project will not introduce elements that would adversely affect
characteristics of the district as 2 whole that would preclude the NOL Historic District fof
inclusion in the NRHP. We believe the proposed project will have no adverse lmpacl on lhe
NOL Historic District (Allachmem v, Effect Table). o

____ Additionally, as part of the documentation process for federal-aid projects, SHA must
determine if the requirements of Section 4(f) apply 1o the use of Jand from the NOL Historic
District. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determined that the requirements of
Section 4(f) do not apply, however, to the temporary use of the Jand, when the officials with
jurisdiction over the resource indicate their agreement with the following five criteria,

Therefore, SHA seeks your concumrence that the temporary use of 1and with the NOL
Historic District for grading within the golf course and construction access will not permanently
impact the NOL Historic District and that:

o The duration of the use will be temporary and less thon the time needed for construction of
the project.
The temporary use of the NOL golf course for grading will be completed pnor to final
completion of the MD 650 improvements.

e The ownership of the property will not change or result in the retention of long term or
indefinite interests in the land for ronsporiotion purposes.

Mr. J. Rodney Little -
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29
Page Six '

The ownership of the NOL golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA right-of-
way will remain with GSA, leased by M-NCPPC, and will conlmue to be maintained by M-
NCPPC.

o The scope of the work will be minor, in which the nature and magnnude of the change:.m the
resource will be minimal. z
- Temporary use of the NOL golf cobrse propcny will be requnred due to grading within the
vicinity of the proposed stormwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and access

roads. This will require an approximately 1.3 acre lcmporary casement from GSA within the -

NOL Historic Disuict.

e  There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be
interference with the activities or purposes of thz resource, on eirher a tzmﬂomry or
permanent basis.

The temporary grading will not adverscly impact the From Area that was created {0
provide a physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the main complex.
Overal), it is anticipated that there wil) be no interference with the activities or purposes of
the NOL golf course, on cither a temporary or permanent basis,

e The land being used will be fully restored, in that the resource will be remmedtoa -
condition, which is a1 least as good os.thar-which existed prior 10 the project.

The arcas where temporary use is proposed will be restosed 10 an accepiable condition
upon completion of the grading. Mature trees wil) be avoided to the extent possible. If any
mature trees require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the
appropriate Uree species upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC.

_Please note that your concurrence with the above five criteria is only for determining if
Section 4(f) applies to this temporary use of NOL Historic District property. SHA's need for the-
temporary construction easement will be arranged with members of GSA’s staff and their right-
of-way officials prior to the construction. .

Review Request .
Please examine the anached maps and plans. We request your concumrence by November
21, 200) that proposed Project No. MO900B2) will have no adverse effect on the NOL Historic
District (M: 33-25), the only historic resource located within the APE. We additionally request
your concurrence with the temporary use criteria pertaining to the proposcd grading within the
NOL golf course.

By carbon copy, we invite the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission
and Montgomery Preservation, Inc., 10 provide comments and participate in the consultation
process. Pursvant to the requirement of the implementing regulations found at 36 CFR Part 800,
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¥s. ). Rodney Little
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29
Page Seven

! .
SHA sceks their assistance in identifying historic preservation issues as they relate 1o this specific
project (see 36 CFR 800.2 (c) (4) and (6), and 800.3 (f) for information regarding the
identification and participation of consubing parties, and 800.4, and 800.5 regarding the
identification of historic propenties and assessment of effects). For additional information
regarding the Section 106 regulations, s¢e the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s
website, www.achp.gov, or contact the Maryland Staie Highway Administration or the Maryland
Historical Trust.) If no response is received by November 21, we will assume that these offices
decline to participate. Please call Ms. Liz Buxion at 410-545-8698 with questions regarding
standing structures for this project. Ms. Mary F. Barse may be reached a1 410-545-2883 with
concerns regarding archeology. :

Very truly yours,
Cynthia D. Simpson
Deputy Director

Office of Planning and °
Preliminary Engineering

by: /3-- m S

Bruce M. Grey '
Deputy Division Chief
Project Planning Division-
Atnachments:
)] Project Plans . .
1)} SHA Belisville, MD Quadrangle with Inventoried Resources and APE
Indicated -
1) Maryland State Historic Sites Inventory Form/ MHT lener
™ SHA Belisville, MD Quadrangle with Inventoried I_\rcheological Sites and
- Surveys . _ '
V) Effect Table )

cc: Ms. Mary F. Barse, (w/ Anachments 11 through V)

" Ms. Liz Buxton, (w/ Attachments II through V
Ms. Allison Cauthorn (w/ Anachments I through V)
Ms. Pamela McNicholas
Ms. Maria Hoey (w/ Anachments ) through V)
Mr. Patrick Schmitt (w/ Attachments 1! and V)
Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson
Mr. Donald H. Sparklin

Mr. ). Rodney Little

MD 650 from 1495 10 US 29

Page Eight -
Ms. Gwen Marcus Wright, M-NCPPC (w/ Attachments ] through V)
Ms. Denise Winslow, FHWA (w/ Atiachments 1 through V)
Ms. Gail Rothrock, PGHPC (w/ Attachments 1 through V)
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Mr. J. Rodney Little
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29
Page Nine -

Concurrence with Determination of Effect

Project No. MO900B21 .
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29
Montgomery County, MD
October 19, 2001

‘The Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) concurs with the State Highway Administration’s (SHA)
delemﬁna%no adverse effect for the referenced undenaking as documented in the SHA’s

corresponden; Z};‘culobeﬂ , 2001.
By: Vil Zéww ol [24, [o2-

Maryland State Historic Preservation Office/ + . Date
Maryland Historical Trust

.M'l'rlogl;lumber: _29212_3_760

Comments on the determination, if any, or conditions for its acceptance by the MHT:

. Parris N, Glendening, Governor
- . Putricis J, Payne, Secretary

June 6, 1997
Office of Preservation Services

Ms. Andrea Monea-O'Hars ! .
Historic Preservation Officer e
General Services ‘Administration
Nationsl Capital Region
Washington, D.C. 20407
- Re: Naval Surface Warfare Center Ve
{Naval Ordnance Laboratory)
Determination of Eligibility’
Section 106 Review

Déar Ma. Mones-O'Hara:

The Maryland Historical Trust has reviewed the submitted MHT
Historic Sitea Inventory Form and photographa for the Nsvsl
Ordnance laboratory, received 26 March 1997. Our office had
previously concurred with the U.S. Navy's determination that there
were no National Regiater eligible properties at the Naval Ordnance
Laboratory. Thia determination waa based on the evaluation of only
eleven (11) structurea st the laboratory. The submitted reviaed
documentation provides s more complete identificstion and
evaluation of the entire 1laboratory complex including 372
resources. Based' on this information, we concur with
determination thst the Naval Ordnance Laboratory is eligible for
the National Regiater as an Historic Diatrict under Nstional
Regiater Criteris A, B and C and that the district meets Rstionsl
Register Criteria Consideration G, regarding propertiés leas than
50 years of age, aa it haa achieved exceptional significance at the
national level as a first-generation Cold-War-period naval weapons
research facility. )

The Naval Ordnance Laboratéxy achieves significance under

Criterion A as the first,

and until the late-1560's,

the only

comprehensive Cold-War-period naval weapons research and

development facility in the United States.

The property achieves

significsnce

employment of seversl of the -country‘'s top scientists, and

- scientists

vhose research st thie site resulted in major scientific sdvances,
both in Naval weap develop
Criterion C, the property is significsnt for its architectursl

100 Community Plac * Crowmville, Maryland 21002 ¢ (410) 3)4-,

undsr Criterion B for its association with, and

brought . from Germany during snd sfter World Wsr 11,

snd science generally. Under

Divisios of Himorical and Colwera)

fam e W e ete Tevalemcns MY apee

V120

RS



Ms. Andrea Mones-O'Hara“
June €6, 1997 '
* Page 2

' Ms. Andrea Mones-O'Hars -
: June 6, 1997 .
Page 3 ,

with the SHPO, the Advisory Council, and involve interested persons
to determine ways in which GSA will minimize or mitigate adverse
impacts. - .

character and design, with several buildings designed by Eggers &
Higgins, one of the largest firms in the country, receiving
contrac;a tgr .? ;arietg -of government buildings, military .
facilities, hospitals, and university buildings in the post-war To date, GSA has not informed the SHPO or the Adviso COunc:ﬁ
perigctli . Hostofimportantf “’;?leir-icrite;ion C ie the engineering of the proposed undertaking, alternatives considered, or ae effect
gignl Can:e - ?anyi acilit esd W, :re specialized ordnance of the project on historic properties. We await this information
evelopment an esting occurred, including several unique to initiate Section 106 consultation concerning the effects 'of the
buildings and structures. For the same three criteria (A, B,.and project on historic properties Should you have . H
C), the complex achieves exceptional significance under Nstional lease contact Ms. Jo Ellen Free P 4 o7 Testions,
Register Criteria Consideration G, at the nationsl level for its P i reese at (410) s14-7630.
pivotal role as a first-generation Cold-War-period defense weapons ) '
research facility, being for many years, the only, and after about
1970, the foremost facility of its kind in the United States. - o -

- Sincerely,

Our office is concuring with your determinstion 6£ eligibility
for the historic district as a whole. We are not concuring with -
your determination concerning which individual buildings do or do
not contribute to the district. Only a few photographs showing . .
representative examples of the resources contained in the district JRL/JEF/jef
were included with .the Inventory Form. In order to make an #9603243 ' o ' -
evaluation of individual properties, we would need photographs of
each building and information concerning.its use, the role the
building played during .the district's period of significance, and
an evaluvation of its integrity. .

J. Rodney Little-
Maryland State Historic
Preservation Officer

cc: Hon. Gilbert Gude
Mr. Charles Edson
Ms., Mary Gardiner
Ms. Gwen Marcus )
Ms. Marie-Regine Charles-Bowser s
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We understand that this identification and evaluation has been
performed as part of GSA's compliance with Section 106 of the
Nstional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (ss amended) in
conjunction with the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
U. §. Food and Drug Administration Consclidation. Our office has
received a copy of the EIS for review through the Maryland State
Clearinghouse. The EIS explains that the White Oak site will -be.
used to provide new, consolidated, state-of-the-art facilities for
the headquarters component of FDA on one location in Montgomery
County, Maryland. The EIS indicates that GSA prepared a detailed
evaluation of the existing buildings and systems for their
potential renovations/reuse in the new development scheme, .or their -
demolition. The findings indicated that it would not be cost ) : - - -
effective to rehabilitate and reuse the majority of the existing
buildings. All buildings within a 170 acre area will be demolished
with the exception of the Building 1 (the Main Administration
Puilding) and Building 100. . .

The EIS correctly states that, if the SHPO concurs with the
determination that the Naval Ordnance Historic District is eligible
for the National Register, the proposed action will have an adverse
effect on historic properties, and that GSA will need to consulé
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A US. GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION .
Nationa) Capita) Region - J ’

Mas. Betsy Bret2 !
LABQUEST Chelrperson
10733 Xinloch Road
Siiver Spring, MD 209502

Oeear Ms. Bretx: *

"Thonk you fof your latter of support regerding the consolidation of the Food and

Drug Administration (FDA) at'the Federa! Resesrch Center st White Oak. We
ook forwerd to completing he project through its remaining ttwee phiases and
eppreciats our continuing dialog with LABQUEST end the Jacal community.

As mentioned In your lefiar, the FDA complex will nd oocupy the entire White
Oak slte. Now that the funding for the FDA complex has begun, we will begin the
tor planning p for the ining 530 acres, As ststed in our public

- meetings, for the sake of convenience, we have Identfied the FDA complex as

Parcel A and the remsinder of the sile as Percal B.

Our sieff sigled In 8 LABQUEST meeting on April 26, that we pian to begin the
mazter planning process of Parce! B by the end of this yesr, At that tme, we
informed the group thet this prcoess wilt difter from the FDA master plan in thet it
Ikely will not be & plan for & specific agency, but will provide a framework for
tulure development of varous uses. 1 will identify the size and location of
developable srées, and will address altemative, uses, inchuding sppropriate
densities. We stated that we wouki coordinats with the axisting uses ss wel ss
the FDA complex, eypecially-tedording suck-Insues 23 socesh, rosd slignmant,
end sacurlty. Addhtionally, we siated thet we would follow the Section 106 -
process regarding historic preservation. Finelly, we emphasked thet public
participetion will be 8 major element in the process,

301 7th Street W, Washington, DC 208070001

VE3a

2

" "We are aware of LABQUEST's sspiretions for the site, and wil seriously consider
" tham In the planning p 1 have requestod that Mr, Thomse James, :

Director, Portfolic Management Division, of my staft meet with you to discues
your concems. Mr. Jemes wifl be contacting you sarly nexi week losetup a
meeling. : '

Wa appreciste your continued pariicipstion in the development of thh important .
agset. . - -

;Imemw. :

elson B, Alcalde
. Regilonal Administrator . . -

.
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Jamuasy 6, 2000
Jean Chait, Project Manager
Montgomery County Department of Transportation
101 Monroe Street ’ !
Rockville, MD 20850 -

Re: FDA Consolidation Transportation Improvement Feasibility Study of March 30, 1999

In the absence of any public forums, informational programs or presentations by cither the County or loca)
cilizen associstions on this traffic study in the past year, 1 have chosen 1o submit written comments on the project
directly to you, . )

1 do ondesstand the “fhud nature” of the project and that taflic numbers are being reviewed along with the
questions associsted with a second New Hampshire Avenue entrance. | also question the secmingly-scgmented
planning approach which is being used on the aflic aspect of the FDA consolidstion. Howeves, the fact that .
technical re-evalustions are currently happening provides an ortunity for broader public input forums be held
now. 1 bope that your offfice, in conjunction with the Maryland State Highway Administration, will do so.

In the spirit of constructive hmhacucﬁyspedﬁcmmﬂxaigiﬁdmﬂyz

. L. ' ’
CONCERN FOR PEDESTRIANS: Given that the task is to move mort traffic on New Hampshire Avenue by
widening the 10ad and r¢-timing the traflic lights, one unintended result will be additional pressurc on pedestrian
safety. Cunvently, walking across New Hampshire Avenue st cithes business center (White Oak and Hillandalc) is
hazardous and will become more 0. Given the natwe of the pedestrian traffic (sensor citizens from HOC's Holly -
Hall Apartmanss to the Safeway in Hillandsle and Jots of foot traffic in White Oak) provisions for ssfe travel must
be made. This should include on-demand walk lights of suflicient length for elderly and safe-havens in known foof-
traffic arcas. One spocific safe-haven which needs to be maintained is the median on New Hampshire Avenue south
of Powdes Mill Road. (FY1: Holly Hall is mis-labeled as the George Meany Center on figure 4-9.)

BUS STOPS: Bus stops and shelters along New Hampshire Avenve need 1o be upgraded as a parn of this project
(or even sooner)... For example, the bus stop on south-bound New Hampshire at the beltway needs a shelter. Many
bus-using shoppers patronize the Hillandale Shopping Center and are keft (with hesvy grocery bags) in the rain and
‘mud at this stop. Also, the shelier at the Shcll Station in White Oak needs serious improvements including
expansion, connecting sidewalks, and a floor. )

TRACTOR-TRAILER TURNS: The tuming radii of tractar trailers, and the new karger 53 foot-trailer trucks which
entes the business areas, need 10 be accommodated at the Powder Mill Road, Elton Road and Lockwood intersections.
Forexample, the Hillandale Shopping Centex requires trucks 1o use the Powder Mill Road entrance. Large trucks,
making the two right fumns from New Hampshire Avenue, routinely travel on the sidewalks-and require opposing
traffic on Powda Mill Road to back-up in order 1o ncgotiate the turn.

SPEED: The modifications to incicasc the traffic volume during rush-hours and business-hours means that New -
Hampshire Avenue will become even more of a speeding 2onc in the off-hours. Since there is no ability to make an
clastic 703d, what methods (closing off the additional lane, light-timing changes, ctc.) will be used to give
homecowners (New Hampshire Avenuc has single- family homes) and pedestrians a measwe of safety when traffic

is lighta?

GOLF COURSE: The continued use of the golf cowrse by MNCPP is a benefit to the geata White Oak

community and preserving this recieation facility is important.  J wge the County and the Stite to protect this
resource as the final plans arc developed.

YI-4a

301-439-2263
o Sematos Ms Ruben Mory A, GSA i Geonge Cardwell, PGC-DPWAT
Council Member Beviege Bill Ponerion, GSA Ken Joseph, Chav, ECCAB
Council Membey Praitnes E. Lensford, FDA Michael Schulta, Pyesident,

Beyond these specifics, | have three issues which are part of the greater pictwre of the-area, the FDA
~onsolidstion and eventua) I s use ofthe ctie Fedral Research Centes. (These issues do mot include the “Purple
Jine,” since lhispmimluso!mionwillmbequkuyde:ided,f\mde(Lovirnpkmwd-amlhducmLm:ynol
even include White Oak )

NEGOTIATED CEILING: Evaluste and potentially reduce the on-site parking available for the FDA (currently
requested (o be 4,500 {or more?), but subject to final approval by NCPC), thereby requiring greater improvements
in TDM plans. Also, negotiate traflic with GSA on the total site as was done with the Army at Forest
Glen Negotiate some type of pedestrian access for employecs 10 g0 1o work of to go to the shopping centes without
requiring a . (Back in January 1999, then-involved developer Lioyd Moore achially commented that “If sofméone
wanlod.lowantloworklheysbanldllhlhci?l.") R

TRANSIT CENTER: Curently in the Facility Planning Phase with the Montgomery County Department of Public
Works and Transportation is a CIP project for s White Oak Transit Center. Although 1 do not know all the details,
} understand that the concept is for, 2 250-car park-and-ride lot with a 5-bus-bay transit center located at (of near?)
the White Oak Shopping Centes. Given the trafTic pressures which exist at that location, and additional pressure
from the FDA consolidation, 1 suggest that this be re-evaluated in light of the greater whole, .

. First, can these 250 cars be better handled in Fairland, Spencerville, Colesville, or Howard County instead
of adding 10 the congestion of Whitc Osk? Second, will FDA/FRC employees (limited by TDM) find this a
convenient place o park, thareby defeating a primary goal of reducing cars? Could a transit centar (without a park-
and-ride) be better Jocated on the Federal R h Center propesty? Given the amount of land and the pressure
which the development of the FRC adds to White Oak, having the Federal government.contribute to the solutions .
makes sense. Of course this transit centex needs to be accessible by the public. A model for this spproach is at NIH.

NEW HAMPSHIRE A VENUE SOUTH OF THE BELTWAY: The trafic study reports that intersections in
this area operate 8t 3 failing level of serviee (F "LOS™), yet the report makes no rec dations or cost evaluati
for impr Although expedient, this is very shos-sighted. Montgomery, Prince George’s and the State need
to include improvements'in this area also. ] ’ : ) ) '
The ultimate solution is to redirect the University of Maryland-bound traffic to the proposed beltway-1d-
University Boulevard access road.  This fequires political will 1o authorize a new beltway exit and gain sccess
through the BARC property, but it is the only way to improve many of the over-taxed roads of Adclphi and reduce
the increasing neighborhood cut-thru (vias Elton to Riggs Road and Oakview to Mount Pisgah). Furthermore, this
would alleviate the problem of backups on the 650-south-bound-beltway exit and stacking st Jefl-turn Janes which
contribute to traffic accidents on New Hampshire Avenue. Although the new road is considesed 1o bt a Prince
George’s issue, it is oL, It is an important component to-the wholk picture of wraffic Nlow in the corridor. -

1 hope that the County will be cager to open this process to all citizens in the near future.

Regurds,” — -
leen_-
Eileen Finnegan

10404 Sweetbriar Parkway
Silver Spring, MD 20903

Wiliam Huromann, Cheis, MNCPP Hilandsle Citizens” Associstion

Bruce Romes, MC-CAO

Glen Smith, MD-SHA
John Cleshe, MC-DPWAT
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Siantey K. Arthw

M)
Glendening Maryland Departmeni of Natur sl Resonrees
[ Acting Secretary

nor ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
Tswes State Office Building, B-3
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Avgust 10, 2001

Mr.-Donald H. Spasklin

Project Planning Division . !
Maryland Department of Transponation . :

Siste Highway Administration

P.O. Box 717

Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

' Dear Mr. Sparklin: . !

n;sflet‘i.elh is in _resgonshe to ybm Tetter of 1&qucsL dated August 6, 2001, for information on the
presence of finfish species in 1he vicinity of the Maryland Department of Travsporiation’ ¥ :
MO9%00B21: MD 650 from 1-495 10 US 29 (Intersection Impx o ) in Momig . .ylg'o;z.om Ne:

From a seview of 1he informalion provided with your 1equest it does not a 1
work will impact streams where anadromous fish spawn?ol-lowan, any duimg:sp:v.i:h?: :»::'ﬂ:m::
would be classified as Use | waters (Waier Contact Recreation and Protection of Aquatic Life). Genenally
no instream work is permitied in Use 1 streams during the period of March | thiough June 15, inclusive,
during any year. Spawning peiiods for any resident fish species that msy be within your pvojeé! sres will
be adequately protected byihe Usel instream work restriction period referenced above, sediment and erosion
contré} methods, and other Best Management Praciices typically used for protection of stream resources.

}f you have any questions conceming these comments, you may contact me a1 410-260-8331.
Sincerely,

K& €. Doome. .

Ray C. Dintaman, Jr., Director !
Environmenital Review Unit

RCD

Telephone: {410) 260-8. .
DNR TTY for the -4l ]

Vi-8a

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE !
Chesapeake Bay Field Office
' 177 Admiral Cochrane Drive .
Annapolis, MD 2140)

- ‘ September 12, 200]

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson . -
Deputy Director N

Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering

State Highway Administration

P.O.Box 717 . z
Baltimore, MD 21203-0737

ATTN: Mr. Donald Sparklin’ ‘

' RE:  Project No. MO900B21

MD 650 from 1-495 1o US 29

) Intersection Improvements =
- Monigomery County, MD )

Dear Ms. Simpson: = , )

This responds 1o your August 9, 2001, request for information on the presence of species which
are federally listed or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened Within the vicinity of MD
650, from 3-495 to US 29. We have 1eviewed the information you enclosed and are providing
comments in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884, as
amended; 16 U.S.C. 153] e seq.). ’ -

Except for occasional transient individuals, no federally proposed of lisied endangered or
threatened species are known 1o exist within the project impact area. Therefore, no biological
assessment o further Section 7 consultation is required with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Should pioject plans change, or if additional information on the distribution of listed o1 proposed
species becomes available, this determination may be seconsidered.

This response selates only 1o federally protecied threatened or endangered species under our -

“jurisdiction. )1 does not address the Service’s concerns pursuant o the Fish and Wildlife

Coordination Act or other legislation. For information on the presence of other raie species, you
should contact Ms. Lori Byme of the Maryland Hesitage and Wildlife Division at
(410) 260-8573.




We appreciate the opportunity to provide information relative 1o fish and wildlife issues, and
thank you for your interest in these resources. 1{ you have any questions or need further
assistance, please contact Charisa Morris at (410) 573-4550. '

Sincerely, - : !

Parris N. Glendening - Maryland Department of Natural Resources . J. Charles Fox
0“,1 atnes WG oovermon Sy -
al

n v, Ph.D. Forest, Wildlife and Heritage Service

: Kathleen Kenncdy Townscnd ' Tawes Siate Office Building. E+} Stantey K. Arthur
P”S"'" Leader L1, Governor : Annapolis, Maryland 2140} » Deputy Secresory
Endangered Species :
Chesapeake Bay Field Office . ‘ September 10, 2001

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson v
Maryland Depariment of Transportation

State Highway Administration

. P.O.Box 717

Baltimore, MD 2)203-0717

RE: Environmental Review for Project No. M0900B2), MD 650 from 1-495 to US
29, Interseetion Improvements, Mootgomery County, Maryland.

<
O
=)
W
=
=
=}
B
Y
=}
£
o
o
—
<
~
o}
0
(=N
-
o)
Z.
©]
=
j=n
o
e
c
%]
N
O

Dear Ms. Simpson:

The Wildlife and Heritage Division has no records for Federal or State rare,
threatened or endangered plants or.animals within this project site. This statement should
not be interpreted as meaning that no rase, threatened or endangered species are present.

—-Such species could be present but have not been documented because an adequate survey
has not been conducted or because survey results have not been reported 1o us.

However, the foresied area on or adjacent to the project site contains Forest
Imerior Dwelling Bird habitat. Populations of many Forest Interior Dwelling Bird species .
_ g (FIDS) ase declining in Maryland and throughout the eastern United States. The
~ conservation of this habitat is strongly- encounged by the Dcparlmcm of Natural

Rescurces. . The following guidelines will help minimize the project’s impacis on FIDS

and other native foiest plants and wildlife: . ,

1. Avoid placement of new roads or related construction‘in the forest interior. I
forest loss or disturbance is absolutely unavoidable, restrict development 1o the -
perimeter of the forest (i.e., within 300 feet of the exisiting forest edge), and avoid
103d placement in aress of hugh quality FIDS habitat (e.g., old-growth forest).
Maximize the amount of remaining contiguous forested habitat.

Telcphone_gd 10)) 2641 X340
DNR TTY lor the Deaf: 14 110) 974-30X3 - w-‘, o

' R



Page 2
September 10, 2001

2. Do not remove or disturb forest habitat during May-August, the breeding season .
for most FIDS. This seasonal restriction may be expanded to February-August if . DEPARTMENT OF POLICE
certain carly nesting FIDS (e.g., Barred Owl) are present. : ) o
. Douglas M. Duncan Charles A. Moose, Ph.D.
3. Maintain forest habitat as close as possible 1o the road, and maintain canopy County Executive . Cbiefaf Police

closure where possible.

) ' January 29, 2002
4. "Maintain grass height at least 10" during the breeding season (May- August). -
' 1 e

] 1f you should have any further questions regarding conservation of these species,

please contact David Brinker, Central Regional Ecologist for the Wildlife and Heritage . .

Division, at (410) 744-8939. Cynthia Simpson, Deputy Director

Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering :

Maryland Department of Transportation !

Sincerely, . State Highway Administration
/ . . . T 421203-07i7

; : . Baltimore, Marylan

ow G. By Re: Project No. M0900B21
Lori A. Byme, . MD 650 from1-495 10 US 29
Environmental Review Specialist, * Montgamery Caunty, Maryland
Wildlife and Heritage Division N
Dear Ms. Simpson:

ER4  2001.1707.mo Thonk you for yaur letter of Januory 15, 2002, requesting input regarding the effects .
of the State Highway Administration’s (SHA) study alternatives on response times for .
emergency services olong the New Hampshire Avenue corridor. -

- ~Sergeant Daniel C. Mayer, of my staff, looked into the proposed alternatives and
advised Alternative ] could result in increased troffic congestion. We foresee no negative
impacts from the improvements that you propose in Alternasive 2 for New Hampshire Avenue
between 1-495 and US 29. The proposed changes should result in a welcome improvement of
traffic flow in the area. ’

Again, thonk you for your letter. Please be assured of our continued cooperation in
matters of mutual concern and interest

Sincerely, :

Commonder Drew J. Tracy
3" District, Silver Spring !

DIT:lc ANy,
) :'-z.-' £
-
f‘o '
Ay,
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at
. 35d District Statiop
801 Shigo Avenue ° Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 = 301/565-7740, FAX 301/565-5860
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY FIRE AN'D RESCUE SERVICE

Douglas M. Duncan

County Executive A- Aoyagi

FireAdministrator
February 25, 2002
Cynthia Simpson
Deputy Director
Office of Planning and Prefminary Engineering
P.O. Box 717

Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
Re: Project No. MO900B21
. Atiention:

Darrell Sacks, Group Leader
Project Planning Division * )

Dear Ms Simpson:

Thank you for providing opporiunity for the Monigomery County Fire and
Rescue Service to comment on the proposed New Hampshire Avenue
construction project to ease access into the FDA facility in White Oak. Staff has
reviewed the material you sent and we offer the following comments:

* We would like fo see refuge areas for motorists to move to while
apparatus is passing during emergency response;

» We v;ould like advance notification of construction start and stop dates,
other benchmark events which may cause additional congestion, and
lane closures,

"« 'We wantto ensure-that apparatus egress, both north and south bound,

will be maintained for Fire Station 12, including signal control; and = -

+ We would like to see signal control or another type of control o prevent
moforists from cutling across all lanes of New Hampshire Avenuve to
access Norlhwest Drive from relocated Michaelson Road. Northwest
Drive provides a short cut to Lockwood Drive and US Route 29 and we
believe that not controlling this intersection will result in an increase in

.. vehicle crashes and pedestrians being struck.

PSRy,
=%
* m »

[
0~;

Division of Fire and Rescue Services

01 Monsor Sireer. 12th Floor * Rockville, Maryland 20850-2589 * 240/777-2400, TDD 240/7770725, FAX 240/777~24I!4
Senving with dedh ge and ¢ q

Y

Ms. Cynthia Simpson

February 25, 2002
Page 2 !

) Again, lhapk you for the opportunity to comment. | hope the concerns
raised wnlll help with the safe completion of this needed project. If my staff or |
can provide any additional assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

R (fhie Roger W. Strock
RWSANd

cc.  Mr. Gordon Aoyagi, Fire Administrator

—
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Parris N, nin
Maryland Department of Transportation e Glendening

State Highway Administration dorn 0. Porcari
! P F. Williams «
March 25, 202 aameaaie
. Re:  Project No. M0900B21

MD 650 from 1495 10 US 29
Widening and Intersection Improvements
Montgomery County

Mr. Bill Gries '

Maryland-National Capital’ *

Park and Planing

9500 Brunett Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Mr. Gries:

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is proposing to widcn' MD 650 from
approximately J-495 to US 29, in Monigomery County (See Atachmeént) to provide an
additional through lane in the northbound direction. Widening will also occur on Powder Mil)
Road, Mahan Road and Lockwood Drive to accommodate tum lane improvements. The
~roposed scope of work includes the installation of two stormwater management ponds, an’
_ccess road, inlets and ourfalls, Jandscaping, milling and resurfacing existing pavement, and
construction of medians, curb and gutter, bike paths, and sidewalks.

The project also proposes to relocate Michelson Road. The relocated Michelson Road
will include two westbound and eastbound Janes with a median. The original Jocation of
Michelson Drive will be reconstrucied to an cight-foot bike path/sidewalk facility. The project
will include the relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on ramp, and the
widening of the US 29 northbound on ramp. The proposed improvements would require 7.81
acres of the White Oak Golf Course property, which is within the NOL Historic District and
owned by the General Services Administration, for a perpeiual casement. The proposed
improvements would also temporarily impact 1.40 acres of the golf course propeny.

The measures proposed by the SHA to minimize harm and to mitigate for permanent use '
of the golf course include the following:

. To enhance the visual quality of the proposed stormwater management facility (Jocated
_ south of Mahan Drive), proposed Jandscaping would be incorporated into the pond
design. A well-designed stormwaier management pond with colorful landscape plantings
that change through the seasons can become an amenity feature 1o the golf course,
enhancing the course for both players and passers-by. Flowering trees and shrubs along
with perennials and omamental grasses will be important features of the pond '

- Jandscaping.”

B e By S8 B me il cm il e wp ST
1-800-735-2258 Sialewide Toll Free
Meiling Acdress: .0, Scx 717 «'8gitimore, MD 21203-0717
Sireel Address: 707 North Calvert Siree) » Baltimore, Marytlanc 21202

VI-100

* - Bill Gries
1) 650 from 1-495 to US 29
Page Two
]
« Street trees planttd between MD 650 and the bike/pathways will provide a visual buffer
. between the pedestrian and bikepath/sidewalks and MD 650. The trees wil) also provide
shade along the path for pedestrians and cyclists. ’

« Perennial/shrubs/omamental grasses will be planted in a number of beds between the* +
bike/pathways and the golf course providing color, seasonal interest and visual-variety for
both the golf course patrons and those using the sidewalk.

« Large evergreen trees within a well-designed landscape area will provide a gateway
feature to enhance the entrance to the golf course. Further planting with flowering trees
and ground cover in the median at the entrance to 1the golf course will complete the
Jandscaped gateway feature.

As pant of the documentation process for federal-aid projects under the Department of .
Transporation Act of 1966, SHA must also determine if the requirements of Section 4(f) apply
10 the temporary use of the land from the White Oak Golf Course (that is, the 1.40 acres that will
be affected over and above the perpetual easement). The Federal Highway Administration
“FHWA) has detesmined that the requirements of Section 4(f) do not apply to the remporory use
i the land, when the officials with jurisdiction over a resource indicaté their agreement with the
following five criteria. -

Therefore, SHA seeks your concurrence on the signature line (at the end of this
correspondence) that the temporary use of Jand from the White Oak Golf Course for grading and
construction access will not permanently impact the-White Oak Golf Course and thai:

«  The duration of the use will be temporory and less than the time needed for construction
of the project. .
The temporary use of the golf course/historic district for grading in the vicinity of ,
proposed siormwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and access roads will be
completed prior to the final completion of the MD 650 improvements.

+  The ownership of the property will not change or result in the retention of long 1erm or
indefinite interests in the lond for tronsporiotion purposes.
The ownership of the golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA perpetual
easement will remain with the General Services Administration {GSA), Jeased by the
Maryland-National Capital Parks and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), and will
continue to be maintained by M-NCPPC. -
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:Bill Gries
M 650 from 1495 1o US 29
Page Three .

o The scope of the'bv{)rk will be minor, in which vhe nowure and magnitude of the changes 10
the resource will be minimal,
Temporary use of the golf course propenty will be required due 10 grading within the
vicinity of the proposed stormwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewa)ks, and
access roads. This wil) require an approximately 1.40-acre emporary easement from
land owned by GSA, but leased by M-NCPPC for the goif course area.

o There will be no aniicipared permaneni adverse Pphysical impocis, nor will there be
imerference with the activities or purposes of the resource, on either o temporary or
permanent basis.

The iemporary grading will not adversely impact the front area that was created 10
provide a physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the golf
course. Overall, it is anticipated that there will be no interference with the, activities or
purposes of the golf course. .

«  The land being used will be fully restored, in 1hat rhe resource will be returned 1o a
condition, which is at least as good as that a1 which existed prior 10 ke project.

The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to an acceptable condition
upon completion of the grading. Mature trees will be avoided 10 the extent possible. If
any mature Lrees require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the

appropriate tree species upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC.

Please note that your concunrence with the above five criteria is only for determining if
Section 4(f) applies to this temporary use of the golf course propenty. SHA will coordinste the
temporary construction easement with GSA and M-NCPPC staff and right-of-way officials
prior to the construction. The Maryland Historical Trust previously indicated their agreement
with the temporary use criteria relevant 1o that NOL Historic District.

Should you have any further questions or concems, please contact Ms. Darrell Sacks at

(410) 545-8527 or dsacks @sha.state.md.us.
Very truly yours,

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson
Deputy Director

Office of Planning and
Preliminary Engincering

**- Bill Gries
. . 650 from 1-495 10 US 29
Page Four -

. By:

M-NCPPC

Atnachment

cc:  Mr. Ken Briggs, SHA-PPD
Mr. Darrel) Sacks, SHA-PPD
Mr. Donald Sparklin, SHA-PPD -
Mr. Frank Thomas, GSA

P ) ."4 Lt n. -
Mr. Donald H. Sparklin -
Assistant Division Chief
Project Planning Division

Date
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August 29, 2002

Mr. Neil Pedersen o

Deputy Administrator for Planning & Engineering
Maryland Department of Transportaiion

State Highway Administration

707 North Calven Street -

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Dear Mr. Pedersen: : . 7 '

This letter is 1o notify you of the status of our coordination with the Maryland State
Highway Administration (SHA) on the MD 650 project fom 1-495 to US 29. Commission

stafl has been atiending SHA’s monthly coordination meetings on the project, and all issues’

related to the White Oak Golf Course are being resolved to our satisfaction through these
meetings. To date, all issues 1elaied 10 the siorm waler management ponds, slopes, proposed
landscaping, construction ‘impacts and construction schedules have been coordinated and
resolved 1o the best of our knowledge. Ongoing coordination is required with respect to
construction sequencing and utility relocation work to ensure that the golf course can remain
open during construction. ) .

The Commission is pleased with the level of cooperation and coordination that has been
provided by the Maryland State Highway Administration during the course of this project.
We look forward to continued cooperation as the project proceeds into the construction
phase.

Deputy Direcior of Parks.

Copy: Jerry Bush

o emeg et CLANTY DERESTMENT 17 AR 40.0 FLAINING, 2720 BRUNETT AVINUY, SEVER DPOINC, 00MTnE 22607

Vi-lle

Parris N. Glendening
Maryland Depariment of Transporistion Govemas '
State Highway Administration oD, Porcan

arks N
. October 23,2002 ey Terma

'
Re:  Project No. M0500B21
' i MD 650 from 1495 to US 29
- . Widening and Intersection Improvements
- Montgomery County i

Mr. Omar N. Beyah . )
Assistant Manager : N
US General Services Administration ' )
National Capita) Region

301 7° Street, SW . :

Washington, DC 20407-0001 . -

Dear Mr. Beyah:

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is proposing to widen MD 650 from
approximstely 1-495 to US 29, in Moptgomery County to provide an additional through-lane in -
the northbound direction. Widening will also occur on Powder Mill Road, Mahan Road, and
Lockwood Drive 10 accommodate tun lane improvements. The proposed scope of work
includes the installation of two stonmwater mansgement ponds, an sccess 1034, injets, and -
cutfalls, landscaping, milling and resurfacing existing pavement, and constr of medians,

- curb and guttes, bike paths, and sidewalks.

The project elso proposes to relocate Michelson Road. The selocated Michelson Road
will include two westbound sind eastbound lanes with » medizn. The original Jocation of ,
Michelson Road will be reconstructed to be an eight-foot bike path/sidewalk facility. The
project will inctude the yelocation and seconstruction of the US 29 soutbbound on-ramp, and the
widening of the US 29 poribbound ob-ramp. The proposed improvements would require right-
of-way from the White Osk Golf Course property, which is within the NOL Historic District and
owned by the General Services Administration (GSA). The proposed improvements would also
require temporary impact to 1.89 acres of the golf course property for fine grading and
construction access.

As part of the documentstion process for federal-aid projects undes the Department of
Transporiation Act of 1966, SHA, on bebalf of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
must determine if the requirements of Section 4(f) apply to the femporary use of the land from
he White Ozk Golf Course. (That ia, the 1.89 acres that will be temporarily affected over and
sbove the required right-of way.) The FHWA has determined that the requirements of Section
4(f) do pot epply to the remporary use of the land, when the officials with jurisdiction over s
resowrce indicate their agreement with the following five criteria. Therefore, SHA secka your
concurrence op the signsture line (at the end of thia correspondence) that the temporary use of

My toleph et b
Marytand Relay Service for In Hsaring or Speech
1-800-738-2258 Ststawide Toll Free

Malling Address: P.O. Box 717 « Baltimore, MD 212030717 -
Sirvet Address: 707 North Csivert Etreet » Bshimors, Maryland 21202 V I ‘,)C

¥



My, Omar N, Beyah
MD 650

ge2

1.89 acres of land from the White Osk Golf Course for grading and construction access will pot
permanently impact the White Ozk Golf Course and that:

o The durarion of the use will be temporary and less than the time needed for construction
of the project.
The temporury use of the golf course/historic district for grading in the vicinity of
proposed stormwater mansgement ponds, hike paths, sidewalks, and access roads will be
completed prios to the fina) completion of the MD 650 improvements. .

o The ownership of the property will not change or result in the retention of long term or
indefinite interests in the lond for tronsportation prurposes.

remein with the General Services Administrstion (GSA), used and maintained by the
Maryland-Nstional Capital Parks and Planning Commission (M-NCPFPC).

+ o The scope of the work will be minor, in which the nature ond magninde of the chonges t0
the resowrce will be minimal . . _
Tomporary use of the golf course property will be required due 1o grading within the
vicinity of the proposed stormwates mansgement ponds, bike patha, sidewalks, and
access roads. This will require an approximstcly 1.89 -acre of temporary casement from
Jand owned by GSA, but used by M-NCPPC for the golf course area. :
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o There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be
: interference with the activities or purposes of the resowrce, on either o temporary or
basts. o

The temporary grading will not adversely impact the front area that was created to
provide 3 physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the golf
course. Overell, it is antieipated that there will be no interference with the activities or
purposes of the golf course.

o The lond being used will be fully restored, in that the resource will be renurned 10 o
" ° " “condition, which is.ot least as good as thot which existed prior to the project. '
The areas where temporary use is pioposed will be restored to an acceptable condition
upon completion of the grading. Msture trees will be avoided to the extent possible. 'If
apy mature trees require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the
sppropriste tree species upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC. ’

The ownership of the golf course cutside of existing and proposed SHA right-of-way will

Mr, Omar N. Beyah
MD 650
Page 3

Should you have any further questions oy eoncerns, please contact Mr. Danel Sacks st

(410) 545-8527 o1 dsacks@sba.stste. mid.ug,

By.

CONCURRENCE:

General Services Administration

cc: Mr. Max Azidi, FHWA

Mr. Ken Briggs, SHA-PPD

Mr. Bill Gries, M-NCPPC |

M. Christian C. Larson, SHA-ORE
Mr. J. Rodoey Little, MHT

M. Daryell Sacks, SHA-PPD

Mr. Donald Sparklin, SHA-PFD

Very truly yours,

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpsca T
Deputy Director
Off5ce of Planning and

. Mr.Donsld H. épnrklin '

Assistant Division Chief
Project Planning Division

1o l29f2000

Date
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Pasris N. Glendening Maryland Department of Natural Resources ). Charles Fox
Governor ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW Secrerary
Ksthleen Kennedy‘Townsénil Tawes Siare Office Building Kareo M. White
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 Deputy Secreary

Lt Governov
January 10, 2003

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson

Deputy Director )

Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering

Mailstop C-301

State Highway Administration .
707 North Calvert Street .
Baltimore MD 21202 .

Dear Ms. Simpson:

This lener is in response 1o the distribution for comment of the Environmenta) Assessment/Drafi
Section 4(f) Evaluation for the MD 650 Project from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29, Montgomery
County (Project No. MO 900B21). The Department has reviewed the subject document and has the following
comments:

). The project area includes headwater drainage ways leadingto tributaries 10 the middle/lower section
of Paint Branch, a regionally important natural trout stream. Paint Branch and its wibuaries are
classified as Use 1] (Natural Trout) waters above the Capital Beltway, and wild trout are found at
times as far down as several hundred yards downstream of the Beltway. The Department is very
interested and involved in the protection and improvement of the Paint Branch trout resource. Our
environmental review and fisheries staffs are available to provide general and specific information
and recommendations on the protection of this sensitive resource during the further planning and -
construction of this project. ,

2. In the fisst paragraph on Page 1V-16, some very imponant information is found regarding stream
classifications. The referenced general classifications of Paint Branch to the east and Northwest
Branch 1o the west are correct. We are recommending several minor editing changes: Paint Branch
and rributaries are Use 111 streams, and Northwest Branchand rriburaries are Use JV streams,
50 the phrase “and tributaries” should be added 10 the tex1, especially since these are trout stream
Syslemé’ and special water quality protection standards will apply. The stated instream work
restriction period is correct for Use I waters (no instream work allowed ffom October | through -
April 30, inclusive). For Use IV waters, the restiction period is instead “no mstream work from
March ) through May 31, inclusive™. The intermittent siream referenced inthe text will have a Use

wl-ide

Cynthiz Simpson : _
January 10, 2003
Page 2

classiﬁcal{on if it is a jurisdictional stream. I is our understanding that it flows 1o Paint Branch, so
it is a Use 11) waterway.

3. Various review guidelines for protection of natural trout-streams apply 10 both mainstem trout waters
and their tributaries. One of the primary protection goals related 10 trout streams is 10 preserve the
coldwater temperature regime. In general, stormwater ponds or other ponds with permanent pools
are strongly discouraged in Use 11] watersheds. Small wet forebays and micropools are allowed in
some cases for stormwater facilities, but in general the proposed stormwater facilities should be
carefully considered for minimization of thermal impacts. Infiltration of stormwater is a strong
preference in these watersheds.

a. Also on page TV-16, the first paragraph states that “There are no listed Wild or Scenic Rivers in the

study area.” Note that the Anacostia River is a designated State Scenic and Wild River, and at least
one general map for the program highlights several of the major Anacostia tributaries as part of the
designated Anacostia River. In any case, tributaries are referenced in the Scenic and Wild River

regulations, so perhaps this paragraph should indicate that the waterways draining 1o both Paint

Branch and Northwest Branch are tributaries to the Anacostia River, a State Scenic and Wild River.

5. In the Environmenta) Consequences section we note that impervious surface area increases are
referenced on page V-9. We swrongly support minimization of new impervious surfaces in these trout
watersheds. In some cases where development and associated infrastructure is desired and targeted
for sensitive watersheds, it can be beneficial 1o consider mitigation that addresses loss of pervious

area (those areas capable of infiltraiing rainfall), either through innovative treatment of stormwater -

runoff, or through creation/restoration of new pervious areas in areas which were previously
impervious due to older development. .

6. In Chapter 7, there is a letter dated August 10, 2001 from the Environmental Review Unit which
indicates that drainages within the work area would be classified as Use ] waters. Further review
has determined that the drainages would be classified either as Use Il (if they drain to Paint Branch)
or Use TV (if they drain to Nonthwest Branch). Therefore, the correct information on stream
classifications is as stated in the document on page JV-16, and as clarified regarding tributaries in our
item #1 above.

1f you have any questions concerning these comments, you may contact Greg Golden of my staff at
410-260-8334. [

Sincerely,

;c\l .C,fb(;#-cﬂv\“'\‘/}'

Ray C. Dintamsn, Jr., Director
Environmental Review Unit
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;[MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSTON

B7E7 Georgia Avenue « Siver Soring. Meryiand 20810-3760
(301) 485<60S
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Mon\'.gnm:ry County,Planning Board
RO - Office of the Chairman

Novémber 1, 2001

Robert D. Dougless:

Deguty Chief Engineer
Highway Development

State Highway Administration
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Dear Mr. Douglass:

At its regular meeung of October 25, 2001, the Moritgomary County Planning
Board reviewed the Stste Hiphway Administration's plans for improvements to New
Hampshire Avenue (MD 650) between Fowder Mill Road and Colesville Road (US 29).

The Flanning Bcard zpproved the project with the following comments:

1. Prepare final lzandsczpe plans in coordination with staff, with particular attention

to these specific concerns:

a. Compatibility with the golf course desngn.

b. Incorporate improvement to landscaping on the west side of New Hampshire
Avenue.

¢. landscape medians which are six feet in width or greater.

d. Provide landscspe panels with street rees between proposed sidewslks and
the roadway wherever possible.

2. Prepare final plans in coordination with the golf course de'signiproc'ess. including
final determinztion of its access road location.

3. Coordinste transit stop locztions, crosswalks, and curb -ramp locations in ﬁnal ,
desion with the county- to sssure they are ADA-compliant, provide adequate '
median refuge areas, snd ensure that there are sufficient pedestrian crossings.

4. In the commercial sress along New Hampshire Avenue, sidewalks should have &
3-foot offset from the curb or be 5 minimum of 8-3" wide. To the nonh of the
White Oszk Shopping -Center entrance, where more right-of-way exists. the
proposed sidewslk should be offset from the curb by eight to fourteen feet.

5. Provide sufficient lighting to meet the recommendatians of the Huminating
- - Engineering Society of North Americs.

€. Allintersections, including “T" intersections, should be made ADA compliant.

In mazking these ccmments the Planning Bozrd is se:—kmo the integration of specific
project elements, such as the lzndsczping, 1encmc crosswalks, fighting, transit fzcilities,
and- sidewzlks 10 enhance the local pedestrisn expenence (conv:—mence znd safety).
The ares, penfculany in the Lockwood Road vicinity, has slgnrfmm pedestrian traffic
and transit cependency. The County is cumently evzlueting implementation of a new
Iransit station 10 serve this area. With all this in mind, the Flanmno Board suggests that

" pedestrian facilities receive the highest priority in this pro;ect

If you have any questions, please contact Joe Ander<on with M-NCPPC
Environmental Planning at 301-4650-4873.

Sincerely,

\,Lu v i I\
Arthur Holme= Jr.
Chairman

AH:JA:ss\D\Chsirmsn Lsnus\Lerouglass doc -
Attachment




Please Complete Your Review & Recommendation Betore December 12, 2002
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Completed Form To: Linde C. Janey, J.D., Oirector, Maryland State Clesring for interg 61 Asal
Marylsnd Depsniment of Pianning, 301 West Preston Strest, Room1104, Ba) ora, MD 21201-2305 L EMrl.jr Maryland D@aﬂm@n’ Oj‘P[aﬂniﬂg Avdey E. S
Phone: 410-767-4480 Fax: 410-767-4480 / Governer L Semtey
- d cbol 5, Serck . . i Fiervsar E. Burion
\pplication {dentifier: MD20021115-1324 > Clearinghouse Contact: Bob Res h.41o-76‘h-4490 . :
PPl ( Q. ; A ¥ broseneeh@mdp.siate.md.us 1 Goverser . ] Deputy Sumsny
on:__Monigomery CouTly : _ ] : PROJECT STATUS FORM
ant:  Siste Highway Administration _ ’ .
iptlon: Drah EA/Section 4(1) Evakiation: MD 650 from Powder Mit Road 1o North : build aemative = 1 additional north se complele this form and relurn it to Ihe State Cleannghouse upon receipt of nollﬁcaﬁon that the project
mm:' ned i 98 imp 7 8 slope ¢ 4 right-of-wey been approved of nol approved by Ihe approving amhomy
3Cy! B
Based on a Revlsw of Ihe In'ovmnli n Providad, Wc Navn Checked (v) Ihe Appiopmle Deleummuon Below Maryland Stats Clesringhouse DAYE: _
i RN Merytand Department of Pianning i (Plesse § in the date-form completed) -
301 West Presion Street .
_1 Ft is Comiﬁem with our plsns. ogmms. and objectives Room 1104 -
1l is C with the p inE jve Order 01.01.1992.27 (Maryland £ ic Growth, R Baliimore, MD 21201-230S . .
12 {and Planning Act of 1992) Executiva Order 01.01.1998.04 {Smart Growth and Neighborhood Conservation Folicy), _L our . -
pisns, programs, and objectives b H . PHONE:
'~ _[(MHT ONLY) R has been Setarmined Yol the project will have "o elfect on hisioric properties and that the lederal andior Sisle - (Name of person completing this form.) ("" Jea Code & Prine ramber)
2 _frisiorc preservaton '”mm'"", hml e - — Siate Appiication Identifiar:  MD20021115-1324 '
sle App g
M (zm‘&":‘.:.::,:spm;:: ! that this & inthe ConuIZm and s not i fatent with the Ma c”’"' Project Description: . Draft EA/Section 4(f) Evelualion: MD 650 from Powder M Road to Nonh of US
- : ’ . 29 1]
= - - 5 of Sote Finsnce and P r—— 57502 03,04 snd 05 ) build @ emalr:e = 1 addmon'al ‘:onh mmum ane & :;l‘e.vuclbn : :r;gl:;:s'?::ey

vy |(MDP ONLY) ltis

*! _[Growth and Ne-phbomood Commtlon‘ﬂ’dww Fundho Nﬂ’l acquismon

b PEInCONSS TENTRESRONSES 7BY.COUNEY.
& litis Commem wnh ow plans, programs, and ohpcﬁvu .
T s Consistent with the E Growth, R i amhMWb;u(anmmd1ﬂ2).smmesnd e & =
36 {Procurement Article 5-7B ~ Sman Growth and Nenghbomood Conservation {Priority Funding Areas), and our plans, programs, and s project/plan was: D Applov ed D Appvove d with Mo dm:aﬂon DDIupprovo 4
RN -3 sxilanah, ST Eas 0 ? ' b "
GENERAI.I.Y CONSISTENT WITH OUALIFYING COMMEN‘IS' Nis generally Conslstent with our plans, programe .na ne of Approving Authorlty: Dste Approved:
RY {objectives, but the aftached qualtfying comment is submitied for considerstion. -
CONTINGENT UPON CERTAIN ACTIONS: ltis generally Conaistent with owr plans, progs and obj Singent upon = N
R2 certain sctions being 1sken as noted In the attached comment(s). . - e
NOT CONSISTENT: It rsises pmblemn concerning r.ompaﬂil’nyudm ow phm. prog! bj orP g Act .
R3 icles; or N msy prog asl (s). Ha ting with the : L By s :
pplicart i req d. please check here: o [} 'undlng (H appllcable) has been approved for the period of:
4 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RECQUESTED: Additions! Uk ired 1 the review, The information needed
R is identified below, H an extension of the review perbo [ 3 iequesled. plensn check hen (=] . 200 10 . . 200 . as follows:
FUR'IHER INTEREST: Due to further § g this projecs, we req that the Clearingh setup s
RS with the apf deral $: Local §: State §: Other $:
SUPPORTS: Suppons “Smert Gvo\vlh' and Federal Executive Order 12072 (Federal Space Managament), which directs teders!

R6 sgencies o locate tacilifies in urban aress.

h additional comments it necessary OR use theses spuli ?H-'n s€ _ f1rn _ ArThdew s 4 T ﬁﬁﬁgr?'
oh PAcrir 1>5AM CfONS  AAI MY To sHAa _u/v/of GRS > b :
s "-v- Z ] Fumm comment or explanaﬂon is amched
: pAr HARDG sig N '
stion: e C (A o MeadTTntrety  Cc - Phone: Qe TS Y. g
8! -9:?§ 3 C—n Lén v Dete Compteted: _ﬁu&__ _
L SIL Vb\_‘ 5!’1/#( rhy Zere : ycmn here if comments a1a attached. i )
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Maryland Depariment of P.la-mzing,

'
ArdmE Sun

el Ebrdd, Jr. , ey
Goverver : B ey

licho! S. Strek ) Y Florear E. Burien

42, Geverner Drpupy Seerrieny

January 28, 2003

Mas. Cynthia D. Simpson

Deputy Director’ ’

Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering

State Bighway Administrston '.
Masilstop C-301 :

707 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

nlALE CILEARINGHOUSE RFCOMMFENDATION
State Application Jdeprifier:  MD20021115-1324
Appliesnt:  State Highway Administration . .
T-aject Description: Drafi EA/Section 4(f) Evalustion: MD 650 fiom Powder Mill Road 10 North of US 29:
build alternative = ) additional north through lane & intersection & imterchange improvements: requires
lemporary constuction & slope easements, & right-of-way scquisition :
Project Loestion: Monigomery County . .
Approving Avtbority: U.S. Department of Transporution '
. CFDA Npmber: None - :
Foods: Federal: 516,671,517.00 Sute: $ 000 local: $ 0.00 Other: $§ 0.00 '
Recommendation:  Cobslstient whb Qualifying Comments and Contlngent Upop Certsip Actions

Dear Ms. Simpson:

In dance with Pr ial Executive Order 12372 snd Code of Maryland Regulstion 14.24.04, the State
Clearinghouse has coordinated the intesgovernmental review of the referenced project. This lettes, with
stischments, constitutes the Statc process review and dstion based upon ¢ received to date. This
tecommendation is valid for s period of twee ycars ffom the date of this lettes. - . .

Review ¢ Tits were sequested from the Mzaryland Departments of Busincss snd Economic Development,
Housing and Community Development, including the Marviend Hisiorical Trust, Natura] Resources, the
viron riation, the Marvland Militery Deps 1 100 ounty. -Nati
ark and Planmi 3L omery County, and the Marviand 1 of Planning. As of this
date, the Maryland Department of the Envir has not submined This recommendatiop is
contingent upon the Appli idering and addsessing any problcms or conditions thst may be identified by

their review. Any comments received will be forwarded,
“1e Maryland Deparmments of Business and Eco:
. © "

.sarviand Mili ounty; th -Natjops: Farass
jsgion i t ¥ d the Maryland Deparoment of Planning found this project 1o be consistent
with their plans, programs, and objectives.

) Resou

301 Wont Froame S o Suiy 1107 o Badraerr. Mogvinad 21201-3302
Tetmbornss 410 6T S0 Fone @1TC0 0430 0 Telt bove: 1870060627 0 THY Unrs: Moriand Rosr

v {Ge

Ms  nthia D. Simpson
lanuary 28, 2003

Page 2 .
l' - !

The Maryland Department of Housine and Community Development, including the Maryland Historical Trust
Trust) found this project to be genenally consisteni with their plans, programs, and objcctives, but included certain
qualifing comments. The Trust has detcrmined that the project will have "no sdverse effect” on historic properties,

and that the Federal/Section 106 historic preservation requirements have been met.

The 1 -api ing Commission i unty (| {1

suggesied that planning coordination would be sppropriste between that the Applicant and the Conmission
concerning pedestrian facilities. The Comumission sought 10 coordinate the following: final 1andscape plans, transit
stop locations, crasswalks, snd curb ramp'locations. See the stiached letter.

.

Any statement of consideration given o the ¢ (s) shonld be submitted 10 the approvin o
with s copy 10 the State Clesringhouse. The State Applic):ﬁon Jdentifier Number mug bcp:l-oed :3“0'
correspondence pertaining to this project. The State Clearinghouse must be kept informed if the spproving
suthority eannot sccommodaie the recommendation.

. 1
Please remember, you must comply with all spplicable state and locs) 1sws and regulations. Jf You need sssistance
or have questions, contact the State Clearinghouse staff person noted sbove st 410-767-4490 or trough e-mail at i
brosenbush@mdp.state.md.us. Also plesse complete the st1ached form snd retors i1 10 the Stste : -
Clearinghopse ss 300D 85 the sistps of the Pproject is known. Any substiwtions of this form mugt include the

¢ Application dentifier Number. This will ensore that ony files are complete,

Thank you for your cooperation with the MIRC process.
Sincerely, ,
Linds C. Janey, 1.D., Director '

Maryland Sute Clearinghouse
for Intergovernmenta) Assistance

LCYBR
* indicares enclonme(s)

cc: Jorge Valladwres - MNCPPCM Jarnes Gring - DBED
Friedrich Martin - MILT Joane Mueller - MDE
Katbym Orocz - DHCD/MHT Ronaid Spaiding ~ MDOT>
Scont Reilly - MTGM

02-132¢.CLS.doe

-
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240 !

ER 0211077 'MAR 13 2003.‘:

Ms. Cynthia Simpson

Deputy Director ’

Office of Pianning and Preliminary EAgineering |
Mail Stop C-301 ) :
State Highway Administration

707 North Caivert Street .

Baltimore, Maryland - 21202,

Dear Ms. Simpson:

The Department of the Interior {Depariment) has reviewed ihe Environmental

Assessment (EA) and Dratt Section 4(f) Evaluation for MD 650 Widening, from Powdef
Mili Road to north of US 29, Montgomery County, Maryland. The Department offers the -

foliowing comments for your consideration. .
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at

Powder Mill Road from Chalmers Road to north of US 28. The project wili include '

provisions for improving circulation of vehicles and pedestrians to and from the Food
and Drug Administration headquariers facility, which Is currently under construction.
The Seclion 4(f) property is the White Oak Public Golf Course.: The golf course is
currently operated for public use through a lease agreement between the General
Services Administration and the Maryland-Natlonal Capttal Park and Planning
Commission. ) .

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT C'OMﬁEﬂT S

Wetlands will not be affected by either the Build or the No Build Aliematives.
Threatened or endangered species do not exist at the site, and therefore will not be
affected by either the Build or No Build Alternatives. The No Build Alternative wouid not
afiect aquatic wildlife. The Build Alternative would add two storm-water management
outfall pipes that may discharge into existing streams. The quality and quantity of storm
water discharged would not have any adverse efiect on the existing streams, or aquatic
wildlife. ' :

-lba

" the Historic District. The SHPO has atso concurred that the two acres of temporary

.z.

SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION COMMENTS '

The project will permanently take approximately eight acres of public park 1and that is
currently used for active recreation and convert that land to road right-of-way.
However, the golf course wili be redesigned so that it continues to function as a nine-
hole golf course. Project mitigatlon includes the addition of trees and shrubs withip the
goif course and around the storm water management ponds. The golf course is a N
contributing element in the Navai Ordinance Laboratory Historic District. The State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has concurred with the State Highway
Administration’s (SHA) determination that the proposed project will not adversely affect

*

construction impacts are not subject to the provisions of Section 4(f).

The Section 4(f) Evaluation does not Include a determination by the SHA tegarding
feasible and prudent aitematives. Perhaps this Is an oversight. Nevertheless, the
Depariment would concur with a determination by SHA that there are no feasible and
prudent altematives to the proposed project, if project objectives are to be met. The
Depariment would also concur that aii possible pianning needed to minimize harm to

the Section 4(f) resource has been employed within Aitemnative 2, the Build Altemnative.

We appreclate the opportunity fo provide these comments.

) Slncer'gly.

Willle R. Taylor :
Director, Office of Environmental Policy
and Compliance




APPENDIX A. FEASIBILITY AND REASONABLENESS WORKSHEET SUMMARY

NSA 4 NSA 5 NSA 6
FEASIBILITY CRITERIA YNS::A 1N YNSEA 2N YngA 3N Y | N Y I N Y | N
1 |Noise levels can be reduced by 7-10 dBA (minium 3 dBA at impacted residences. Not Calculated Not Calculated Not Calculated Not Impacted Not Calculated Not Calculated
2 |Construction of a sound barrier will restrict pedestrian or vehicular access. J \/ \/ \/ \/
3 |Construction of a sound barrier will cause safety or maintenace problems. J J J \/ \/
4 [Sound barriers can be constructed given topography, drainage, utilities, etc. J \/ \/ \/
5 |There are non-highway noise sources that would reduce barrier effectiveness. J J J J J
NSA 1 NSA 2 NSA 3 NSA 4 NSA 5 NSA 6
REASONABLENESS CRITERIA Y N Y | N Y | N Y | N Y | N Y | N
1 |Majority of impacted receptors will receive a 7 dBA or greater noise reduction. Not Calculated Not Calculated Not Calculated Not Impacted Not Calculated Not Calculated
2 |75% or more of impacted and benefited residents approve of the proposed noise
abatement. *
3 |A 3 dBA or greater change in design year build noise levels over design year no build
noise levels is expected to result from the proposed action. \/ \/ \/ \/ \/
3a |The cumulative effects of highway improvements in the design year build noise levels, at
;e;:ptors that existed when prior improvements were made is equal to or greater than 3 ‘/ J Not Calculated J J
3b {Noise levels equal or exceed 72 dBA at impacted receptors. \/ \/ \/ \/ \/
4 |The cost qf noise abatement is equal to or less than $50,000 per residence, impacted Not Calculated | Not Calculated J Not Calculated | Not Calculated
and benefited.
5 |Noise barriers will have a negative visual/aesthetic impact (size and appearance). J J J \/ \/
6 [Noise barrier will have an adverse impact on Section 4(f) resource. \/ \/ \/ \/ \/
7 |There are local controls on noise sensitive development adjacent to state highways. J J J \/ \/
8 |There are special circumstances, i.e. historical/cultural significance at this NSA. J J J \/ \/

! To be determined during final design.

vy



APPENDIX A. ISA PROPERTIES - ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND
POTENTIAL CONTAMINATION VALUES

ISA Properties

Reason for Concern

Potential Contamination
Values

High | Medium | Low

Site 1
1,500 feet South of 1-495 at
Building 502

Emergency Response Notification System
No other information found
Unknown quantity and substance

X

Site 2 e  Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator X
ADEC White Oak e No reported violations
10905 New Hampshire Ave ¢ Unknown nature of business
Silver Spring, MD 20904
Site 3 e  State Hazardous Waste Site (MD-068) X
Adelphia Laboratory Center e 13 violations reported
2800 Powder Mill Road o Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator
Adelphia, MD 20783 e  Transport, Storage, Disposal Facility
e Six reported UST closures
. e Itisrequired that UST removal/abandonment
Harry Diamond Laboratory be conducted according to COMAR
2800 Powder Mill Road 26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Adelphia, MD 20783 :
¢  Two LUSTs with monitoring well sampling
e  Unknown nature of material in UST
e No MDE file exists for these facilities,
additional inquiry is warranted
Site 4 e  Four 10,000 gallon gasoline USTs currently in X
Amoco Station #766 use
10226 New Hampshire Ave o Curently used USTs are about Five years old
Silver Spring, MD 20903 *  One 10,000 gallon gasoline UST Removed
¢ One 8,000 gallon gasoline UST removed
e  Two 6,000 gallon gasoline USTs removed
e One 550 gallon heating oil UST removed
e Verification with MDE records confirmed no
contamination and proper closure on 6-12-95
e It is required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 5 ¢  Unknown size UST for heating oil X
Bell Atlantic removed/abandoned
11300 Columbia Ave e It is required that UST removal/abandonment
Silver Spring, MD 20904 be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 6 e 8,000 gallon heating o0il UST currently in use X
Brookview Elementary School | e 6,000 gallon heating oil UST permanently out
1100 Corliss Street of use

Silver Spring, MD 20903

It is required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03




Potential Contamination

ISA Properties Reason for Concern Values
High | Medium | Low
Site 7 6,000 gallon Heating Oil UST X
Center for the Handicapped Tank was cleaned, pumped and filled with
10501 New Hampshire Ave cement, no signs of contamination in down
Silver Spring, MD 20903 gradient monitoring well
Verification with MDE records confirmed no
Hillandale Elementary School contamination and proper closure on 6-29-95
10501 New Hampshire Ave It is required that UST removal/abandonment
Silver Spring, MD 20903 be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 8 8,000 gallon heating oil UST currently in use X
Chateau Apartments Two 20,000 gallon heating oil USTs
9727 Mount Pisgah Road permanently out of use
Silver Spring, MD 20903 It is required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 9 Reported release from UST, no other X
Coca Cola Bottling Company information about release found
1710 Elton Road 5,000 gallon UST permanently out of service
Silver Spring, MD 20903 One 8,000 gallon diesel UST permanently out
of service ‘
Two 4,000 gallon gasoline USTs permanently
out of service
It is required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 10 Documented release and cleanup X
Continental Petroleum No other information available
11526 Stewart Lane Information inconsistency with Montgomery
Silver Spring, MD 20904 White Oak Apartments
Montgomery White Oak 10,000 gallon heating oil UST:at each location
Apartments 8,000 gallon heating oil UST at 11400
11400 Stewart Lane
11526 Stewart Lane
11530 Lockwood Drive Closed UST
Silver Spring, MD 20904 No other information available
Graey Management It is required that UST removal/abandonment
11525 Stewart Lane be conducted according to COMAR
Silver Spring, MD 20904 26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 11 10,000 gallon heating oil UST out of service X
Cresthaven Elementary School It is required that UST removal/abandonment
1234 Cresthaven Drive be conducted according to COMAR
Silver Spring, MD 20903 26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 12 Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity X
Dale Cleaners Generator
10216 New Hampshire Ave No recorded violations
Silver Spring, MD 20903




ISA Properties

Reason for Concern

Potential Contamination

Values

High

Medinm

Low

Site 13

Dow Jones CO
11501Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Seven violations reported at facility

550 gallon UST for diesel removed

Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator
Awaiting additionally requested information
from Dow Jones CO

It is required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03

X

Site 14

Exxon #24953

10206 New Hampshire Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20903

Two 19 year old 10,000 gallon diesel USTs
currently in use ,
10,000 gallon gasoline UST currently in use
Two 8,000 gallon gasoline USTs currently in
use

One 550 gallon used oil UST reported as a
release, cleanup and removed

Three 10,000 gallon USTs removed

Four 4,000 gallon USTs removed

Two 6,000 gallon USTs removed
Verification with MDE records will insure
proper closure and cleanup

1t is required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03

Site 15

Exxon #25404

11177 New Hampshire Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Two 1,000 gallon used oil USTs were
removed; a release and cleanup is documented
Two steel 8,000 gallon and a steel 4,000
gallon UST were removed

The facility currently uses an 8,000 gallon,
10,000 gallon and 12,000 gallon USTs for
gasoline

MDE records indicate a history of leaks at this
location, all cases have been subsequently
closed out with no additional signs of
contamination

It is required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03

Site 16

Frank J DeLuca Inc
10751 Kinloch Road
Silver Spring, MD 20903

Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator
Hazardous Waste Transporter

No reported violations

Unknown nature of business

Site 17

General Industrial Services INC
9727 MT Pisgah Road

Suite 1501

Silver Spring, MD 20903

Transport, Storage, Disposal Facility
Hazardous Waste Transporter

No violations reported

Unknown nature of business
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Potential Contamination

ISA Properties Reason for Concern Values
High | Medium | Low
Site 18 * 15,000 gallon, 6,000 and 1,500 gallon heating X
George Meany Center for Labor oil USTs currently in use
Studies ® 500 gallon heating oil UST permanently out of
10000 New Hampshire Ave use
Silver Spring, MD 20903 e Itis required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 19 e Reported release and cleanup of oil/water X
Hillandale Fire Station separator overflow case closed on 2-18-93
10617 New Hampshire Ave Unknown capacity UST currently in use
Silver Spring, MD 20903 It is required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
e Verification with MDE records indicate proper
Closure of USTs on 6-15-99
Site 20 e  Unknown UST X
Hillandale Shopping Center e No records found at MDE for this facility
1701 Elton Street
Silver Spring, MD 20903
Site 21 ¢ Reported release to the Emergency Response X
Interstate 495 and MD 650 Notification System
Silver Spring, MD e  No Records found at MDE for this incident
Site 22 ¢  Heating oil UST X
Oak Hills Apartments e Documented release and cleanup
11497 Columbia Pike e 15,000 and 20,000 gallon USTs documented
Silver Spring, MD 20904 as abandoned ;
e Itis required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 23 ¢ Emergency Response Notification System X
Outer loop of I-495 exit to e No other information found
South MD 650 e Unknown quantity and materials
e No information found at MDE for this
incident ‘
Site 24 ¢  Documented release and cleaniup X
PEPCO Spill e No other information available
11207 Lockwood Drive e No information found at MDE for this
Silver Spring, MD 20901 incident
Site 25 e 27 reported violations at the site X

Safety Kleen Corporation
12164 Technology Road
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator
No information found at MDE




Il EE B

Potential Contamination

ISA Properties Reason for Concern Values
High | Medium | Low
Site 26 ¢ Six 5,000 gallon USTs for gasoline removed X
Sears Automotive Center e Two 10,000 gallon USTs for heating oil
11255 & 11259 New removed
Hampshire Ave e One 6,000 gallon UST for heating oil removed
Silver Springs, MD 20904 e  One 550 gallon UST for used oil removed
¢  One 500 gallon UST for used oil currently in
use
e  Facility is a Small Quantity Hazardous Waste
Generator with no violations
e Itisrequired that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 27 e  Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator X
Shell Service Station e  Historical LUST currently undergoing 24 hour
(21984780201) pump and treat remediation both on and off
10201 New Hampshire Ave site.
Silver Spring, MD 20910 e  Three 10,000 gallon gasoline USTs
e 550 gallon used oil UST removed
e Ttisrequired that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 28 e  Currently using three 10,000 gallon UST’s for X
Shell Service Station gasoline
(SAP137676) ¢ 1,000 gallon heating o0il UST permanently out
11150 New Hampshire Ave of service
Silver Spring, MD 20904 e 550 gallon used oil LUST removed.
e  The facility is listed as a SQ-HWG
e  Vehicle repair conducted on site
o This site has a history of leaks from the supply
lines, case closed on 12/97
e  Verification with MDE records indicate proper
removal and closure with contaminated soils
removed.
e Itis required that UST removal/abandonment
be conducted according to COMAR
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 29 e Three USTs documented as closed X
The Point Apartments e Itisrequired that UST removal/abandonment
11200, 11215 & 11235 be conducted according to COMAR
Lockwood Drive 26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Site 30 e  Facility is listed as a Small Quantity X

Two Cleaners
10270 New Hampshire Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20903

Hazardous Waste Generator
No Violations reported
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Potential Contamination
ISA Properties Reason for Concern Values
High | Medium | Low
Site 31 e 20 reported violations at the site X
US Naval Surface Warfare e Listed as a State Hazardous Waste Site (MD-
Center 061)
10901 New Hampshire Ave e  Historic LUST at Building #387
Silver Spring, MD 20903 e Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator
¢  One 5,300 gallon, two 40,000 gallon, two

Federal Research Center at 10,000 gallon and one 6,000 gallon heating oil
White Oak ) USTs currently in use ‘
19903 N ew Hampshire Ave e  Verification with MDE records indicate a
Silver Spring, MD 20903 release and cleanup at building 201, no

records found for building #387, no other

records for this facility on file at MDE

¢ “Extensive investigations by the Navy have

identified seven sites which are considered to

pose a potential threat to human health or the

environment” (GSA, April 1997)
Site 32 e No Violations reported X
White Oak Auto Body o The facility is listed as a Small Quantity
11415 Lockwood Drive Hazardous Waste Generator
Silver Spring, MD 20904
Site 33 * No violations reported ‘ X
White Oak Cleaners e  The facility is listed as a Small Quantity
11209 New Hampshire Ave Hazardous Waste Generator
Silver Spring, MD 20904
Site 34 e  Currently using two 6,000 galloh backup UST X
White Oak Gardens Apartments for heating oil
11598, 11600 and 11615 e Two 10,000 gallon heating oil USTs removed
Lockwood Drive e Itisrequired that UST removal/abandonment
Silver Spring, MD 20904 be conducted according to COMAR

26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 35 e 8,000 gallon heating 0il UST . X
White Oak Park Apartments e Documented release and cleanup
11431 and 11434 e Documented as removed or abandoned
Lockwood Drive e It isrequired that UST removal/abandonment
Silver Spring, MD 20904 be conducted according to COMAR

26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03
Site 36 e 10,000 gallon heating oil UST X
White Oak Towers Apartments | e It is anticipated that currently used USTs are
11700 Old Columbia Pike in compliance with applicable state and
Silver Spring, MD 20904 federal regulations
Site 37 e No information in database search X
Aristo Valet Inc. Cleaners e No information found at MDE
Hillandale Center
10119 New Hampshire Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20904




Potential Contamination

ISA Properties Reason for Concern Values
High | Medium | Low

Site 38 No information in database search X
Custom Tailor and Dry No information found at MDE
Cleaning
11201 A Lockwood Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904
Site 39 Emergency Response Notification System X

11215 Qak Leaf Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901

Unknown quantity and substance




APPENDIX B. REFERENCES

Athavale, Lystad & Associates. October 11, 2002. Final Stormwater Management
Report. MD 650 and Lockwood Drive Intersection, Between US 29 Highway and 495
Beltway. Montgomery County, Maryland.

American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM).  Standard Practice for
Environmental Site Assessment (E 1527-00).

Applied Geographic Solutions Database-Census Update. March 2001. Demographics
2000.

Barrett, M. E., R D. Zuber, E. R. Collins III, J. F. Malina, Jr., R. J. Charbeneau, and G. H.
Ward. 1993. A review and evaluation of literature pertaining to the quantity and control
of pollution from highway runoff and construction. Center for Transportation Research,
Austin, Texas, USA.

Barron, Bill. Montgomery Department of Park and Planning. Personal Interview,
March, 2002.

Brinkley, Ursela. Holly Hall. Personal Interview, November 2002.

Code of Maryland Regulation (COMAR) Stormwater Management Regulations
[26.17.02].

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Poverty Guidelines. 1999.

Database Search for Hazardous Waste Sites. Environmental Data Resources, Inc.
October 24, 2001. Southport, Connecticut.

Final Environmental Impact Statement. U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Consolidation, Montgomery County. 1997. White Oak, Maryland, USA.

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)/General Services Administration (GSA). 1997.
Master Plan for the Consolidation of FDA at White Oak. Revised 2002.

Floyd, Vanessa. Holly Hall. Personal Interview, November 2002.

General Services Administration. Transportation Management Plan for the FDA
Consolidation. March 5, 2002.

Review of Transportation Improvements Along New Hampshire Avenue (MD 650).
General Services Administration (GSA). March 28, 2000. Montgomery and Prince
George’s Counties, Maryland, USA.

205



200

Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Maryland Geological Survey. 1967.
Baltimore, Maryland, USA.

Maryland Department of the Environment. Correspondence regarding Hazardous Waste
Management Files.

McCormick, Taylor and Associates, Inc. 2001. Air Quality Analysis. MD 650 (New
Hampshire Avenue) From Powder Mill Road to North of US 29, Montgomery County,
Maryland.

McCormick, Taylor and Associates, Inc. 2001. Hazardous Waste Initial Site Assessment
(ISA). MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) From Powder Mill Road to North of US 29,
Montgomery County, Maryland.

Noise Quality Technical Analysis Report. November 28, 2001. State Highway
Administration (SHA). Montgomery County, Maryland.

Montgomery County Department of Park and Planning.. 1997. White Oak Master Plan,
White Oak, Maryland, USA.

Montgomery County Department of Park and Planning. 1981. Master Plan for Eastern
Montgomery County, Maryland, USA.

Montgomery County Planning Department, Research and Technology Center. 1997.
Census Update Survey Summary Report.

National Technical Committee on Hydric Soils. 1990. Wetland Delineation Manual.

Naval Facilities Engineering, Environmental Services Command. June 19, 2001.
(http://www.navfac.navy.mil/env/p_brac.htm)

Wetland Delineation Report. Straughn Environmental Services. 2001.

Review of Transportation Improvements Along New Hampshire Avenue (MD 650).
General Services Administration. March 28, 2000.

Transportation Improvement Feasibility Report. BMI Report. March 30, 1999.
Montgomery County, Maryland.

Maryland Department of Planning State Data Center (hitp://www.mdp.state.md.us),

Maryland National-Capital Park and Planning Commission. 2001. (http://www.mc-
mncppc.org/home.htm).

Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA). Secondary and Cumulative Effects
Analysis Guidelines. June, 2000.



Montgomery County Archives. Historic Aerial Photography of the White Oak Area and
Vicinity. Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, MD

Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection. Personal Interview with
David Rotolone ; Environmental Policy & Compliance, MD.

Schively, Michele. White Oak Apartments. Personal Interview, November 2002.

Simpson, Bob. Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation.
Personal Interview, February 2003. )

US Army Corps of Engineers, Wetland Delineation Manual. 1987. Environmental
Laboratory.

US Census Bureau. September 2001.
(http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactsTable).

US Census Data. 2000. (http://www.census.gov)

US Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 1984.
Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA). Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.,
USA.

US Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 1992.
List of Prime and Statewide Important Farmland Soils.

US Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (SCS). 1974. Soil survey of
Montgomery County, Maryland. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., USA.

US Department of Health and Human Services. “The 2000 HHS Poverty Guidelines.”
(http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/oopoverty.htm)

US Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. August 10, 2001.
Correspondence regarding RTE Species.

US Department of Labor. Standard Industrial Code Classification System.
(http:// www.OSHA .gov)

US Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Measurement of
Highway-Related Noise, May 1996. Washington, DC.



|
i

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29
Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation

RECORD OF CONVERSATION
CALL MADE TO:
Mr. Bill Barron
Title First Last
REPRESENTING: Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
(M-NCPPC)
FROM (Caller): Jessica Brado, MT/A
PHONE: (301) 495-4556
Area Number
Code
DATE: March 12, 2002 TIME: 2:00 p.m.

Summary of Conversation:

Ms. Jessica Brado spoke to Mr. Bill Barron about Holly Hall, the potential elderly, low-income
community. He verified that it is run by the Housing Opportunities Commission (HOC), and that
it probably would be considered low-income compared to the rest of Montgomery County,
although it is not your typical low-income community. He suggested that it still be included as
an environmental justice (EJ) community.

Mr. Barron identified a minority and low-income community in White Oak behind White Oak
Shopping Center on both sides of Lockwood Drive (which includes the White Oak Apartments
that are located within the study area). This community, as a whole, is referred to by the County
as the April/Stuart Lane Community and is sometimes called the Garden Apartments. There are
about ten different developments within this area. It consists of three or four, three-story
buildings, and has both an African-American and Hispanic population, but mainly Hispanic
according to Mr. Barron. He said that there are approximately 3600 units with a population
estimated at 6,000 people. The April/Stuart Lane Community is well outside the proposed
alternative’s right-of-way.

Mr. Barron also provided Ms. Brado with another community to add to the community inventory,
other than the above identified as minority and low-income. This community is not an EJ
community, and is called "North White Oak". It consists of single-family detached homes, and is
located in the middle of the new development is going in north of US 29 (former Heartfields
Retirement Community...now bought out by Sunrise).



MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29
Finding of No Significant Impact

RECORD OF CONVERSATION
CALL MADE TO:
Ms. Vanessa Floyd
Title First Last
REPRESENTING: Holly Hall
FROM (Caller): Jessica Brado, MT/A
PHONE: 301-439-0900
Area Number
Code
DATE: 11-06-02 ‘ TIME: 1:45pm

Summary of Conversation:

I provided Ms. Vanessa Floyd with the reason for my call, which was to notify various
communities along New Hampshire Avenue from south of Powder Mill Road to north of US 29,
about the upcoming Informational Public Meeting on November 25, 2002. She referred me to
Ms. Ursela Brinkley, Resident Counselor for Holly: Hall (301-439-8652). I informed Ms.
Brinkley that we would like to encourage her and residents of the community to attend the
meeting. I asked Ms. Brinkley if she thought it would be helpful for SHA to provide a
presentation to them or set up an information stand in the lobby for residents to visit. She
suggested that she look at the brochure first to see if it would spark enough interest for a
presentation. I gave her my name and phone number to call back if she would like to request a

presentation.

Ms. Brinkley called back to request a preséntation based on interest from the residents of Holly
Hall. A meeting was scheduled for January 22, 2003.
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MARYLAND DEPARTMENT 0F TRANSPORTATION _
Robert L. Ehrlich. Jr., Governor * Michael S. Steele, L. Governor « Trent M. Kittleman, Acting Secretary

MEMORANDUM
To; ' Ms. Cynthia Simpson
: ~ Deputy Director
Office of Planning and
Preliminary Engineering
FROM: | Darrell Sacks %/\'Lg
' Environmental Manager
" Project Planning Division
DATE: * February 6, 2003
' 'SUBJECT: Project No. MO900B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29
" Montgomery County, Maryland
RE: Holly Hall Community Meeting Minutes — January 22, 2003

Ms. Pamela McNicholas from McCormick Taylor and Associates Inc. (MT/A),
thanked everyone for attending and gave a brief introduction about the purpose of the
meeting, which was to present the Maryland State Highway Administration’s (SHA) MD
650 improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. She introduced MT/A
staff members, Mr. Dick Evans and Ms. Jessica Brado. Ms. Ursela Brinkley, Resident
Counselor, along with several residents of Holly Hall, attended the meeting.

Mr. Dick Evans began the PowerPoint presentation by providing an overview of
the MD 650 project. A map of the entire study. area displaying the improvements to MD
650 was posted on the wall for reference. In addition, copies of the November 25, 2002
Informational Public Meeting brochure and the Environmental Assessment/Draft Section
4(f) Evaluation were available at the meeting. Mr. Evans covered the following topics:
purpose of the project, project need, public mmvolvement/LABQUEST Community
Partmership, and alternatives considered.

My 1elephone number/toll-free number is
Murglarad Beluy Service for hipaived Hearing or Speerl 1.800.735.2258 Statewide Toli Free

AMuiting Address: PO. Box 717 = Baltimore. MD 21203-0717
Street Adidress: 707 North Calvert Street - Baltimore. Marnvland 21202 = FPhone 4310.545.0300 « wwwmarviandroads.com

21°



Ms. Cynthia Simpson
MD 650
Page 2

Mr. Evans explained improvements at each of the fo]]owing areas:

~ Northbound MD 650
MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection
MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection
MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road Intersection
MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection
. MD 650/White Oak Shopping Center
US 29/MD 650 Interchange

Mr. Evans proceeded to discuss pedestrian amenities and landscaping. Ms
McNicholas then reviewed the environmental impacts associated with the project and
referenced the environmental documentation prepared. Mr. Evans concluded the
presentation by summarizing the project schedule, including the upcoming construction
schedule to begin in summer 2003. Following the presentation, Holly Hall residents
shared their comments about the project. The following is a summary of the comments

recejved:

General Comments: '
Vehicles traveling on northbound MD 650 often make U-turns at the Powder Mill

Road intersection to get onto southbound MD 650 (and the ramps to 1-495).
Large trucks often use the Holly Hall entrance driveway from Powder Mill Road
as a turn-around. Trucks heading northbound on MD 650 turn left onto Powder
Mill Road.(into the Holly Hall driveway), turn around in the driveway, and head
onto southbound MD 6350. The trucks realize they cannot make a U-turn at that
location so the Holly Hall entrance driveway is used as a turn-around to get onto
southbound MD 650. (The project team noted that traffic signage might help to
alleviate this problem as well as local law enforcement.) :

Tt is difficult to turn left out of Powder Mill Road from the Holly Hall complex.
The traffic signal is not long enough, and cars often must sit through multiple
traffic signals. '

There is a signalization problem at MD 650 and Powder Mill Road. The light is
not timed long enough for pedestrians to cross MD 650 at Powder Mill Road.
This crosswalk is very dangerous. Longer pedestrian walk times are needed.
(The project team will forward concerns 10 the traffic engineers regarding
lighting for pedestrian crosswalks. Signal timing comments will be forwarded
on 10 Pete Campanides at SHA, District 3.) ,

An issue was raised regarding the buses picking up and dropping off residences at
the Holly Hall complex. There is not enough room around the perimeter of the
concrete island for buses to turn around. The buses consistently are forced to
drive on the outer edge of the concrete island because the turning radius is not
Jarge enough to accommodate buses. (The team will contact Bob Simpson at

Monigomery County about bus issue.)
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MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION L
Robert L. Ebrlich, Jr., Governor » Michael S. Steele, Lt. Governor * Trent M. Kittleman, 4cting Secretary

February 7, 2003

Re:  Project No. MOS00B21
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to
North of US 29
Montgomery County, Maryland

Ms. Ursela Brinkley
Resident Counselor

Holly Hall Apartments’
10110 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring MD 20903

Dear Ms Brinkley,

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) would like to thank you and
ihe residents of Holly Hall for attending the Holly Hall Community Meeting on January
22,2003. SHA appreciates your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire
Avenue) improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29.

" As discussed at the meeting, the purpose of the project is to improve traffic
operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to
north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving circulation of traffic
and pedestrians 10 and from the proposed Food and Drug Administration (FDA) facility
at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. The project will also consider
adequate vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle access to existing and planned activity

My telephone number/toll-free number is
Aturyiwad Beluy Service for Jwepnived Hewring or Speerh 1.800.735.2258 Staiewide Toll Free

i AMuiling Addeess: PO. Box 717+ Baltimore. MD 21203-0717
kl Strvet Adilress: 707 North Calvert Sireet « Ballimore. Marviand 21202+ f4mnee 410.545.0300 wwwmarviandroads.com
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c'enters, including commercial sites. Your comments have been noted and are
summarized below. A response is provided following each comment.

Comment:

Response:

Comment:

Response:

Comment:

Response:

Vehicles traveling on northbound MD 650 ofien make U-turns at the
Powder Mill Road intersection to get onto southbound MD 650 {and the

ramps to 1-495).

This situation has been discussed with a traffic engineer at SHA who
works in the SHA-District 3 Office of Traffic. It appears that confusing
signs south of the MD 650/1-495 interchange cause the problem. Vehicles
desiring to go south on 1-495 often miss the signed turn from northbound
MD 650 and must perform the U-turn at Powder Mill Road to access the
southbound 1-495 ramp. Because the problem is beyond the limits of this
design project, it has been brought to the attention of the SHA District

~ Engineer for corrective action.

Large trucks ofien use the Holly Hall entrance driveway from Powder Mill
Road as a turn-around. Trucks heading northbound on MD 650 turn left
onto Powder Mill Road (into the Holly Hall driveway) turn around in the
driveway and head onto southbound MD 650. The truck drivers realize
they cannot make a U-turn at that location, so the Holly Hall entrance
driveway is used as a turn-around to get onto southbound MD 650.

The project team noted that traffic signage as well as local law
enforcement might help to alleviate this problem. The team will contact
Montgomery County Department of Pubhc Works and Transportation

(DPW&T) about this issue.

it js difficult to tun left out of Powder Mill Road from the Holly Hall
complex. The traffic signal is not long enough, and cars often sit through

multiple traffic signals.

By copy of this letter to the Montgomery County DPW&T - Division of
Traffic and Parking Services, SHA is informing them of this concem. The
address is 101 Monroe Street, 11 Floor, Rockville, Maryland 20850.
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.Comment:

Response:

Comment:

Response:

i

There is a signalization problem at MD 650 and Powder Mill Road. The
light is not timed long enough for pedestrians ‘to-cross MD 650 at Powder
Mill Road. This crosswalk is very dangerous. Longer pedestrian walk
times are needed. , :

The project team will forward these concerns to SHA’s District 3 traffic
engineers regarding lighting for pedestrian crosswalks. Signal timing -
comments will be forwarded to Pete Campanides at SHA, District 3 and
the Montgomery County DPW&T. For more information on pedestrian
signals, Visit http://www.dpwt.com/ped. '

" An issue was raised regarding buses picking uja and dropping off residents

at the Holly Hall complex. There is not enough room around the
perimeter of the concrete island for buses to turn around. The buses
consistently are forced to drive on the outer edge of the concrete 1sland
because the turning radius is not large enough to accommodate buses.

This should be discussed with the management and owner_slﬁp' of Holly
Hall because the circle is on private property. '

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investi gate the
feasibility of addressing your comments. We look forward to keeping you informed
about our progress. Thank you for your interest.

Very Truly Yours,

Donald H. Sparklin
Assistant Division Chief
Project Planning Division
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Darrell Sacks
Environmental Manager
Project Planning Division . L,

Mr. Kenneth Briggs, SHA, Highway Design

Mr. Peter Campanides, SHA District 3 Office of Traffic

Montgomery County DPWT, 101 Monroe Street, 11® Floor, Rockville, MD 20850
Mr. Dana P. Knight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates

Ms. Vanessa Floyd, Holly Hall Apartments

Mr. Charlie Watkins, SHA District 3

cC:
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MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 SM
Finding of No Significant Impact
RECORD OF CONVERSATION
CALL MADE TO:
Ms. Michele Schively
Title First Last

REPRESENTING: _White Oak Apartments

FROM (Caller): Jessica Brado, MT/A
PHONE: 301-622-4048
Area Number
Code
DATE: 11-06-02 TIME: 1:30pm

w

Summary of Conversation:

I provided Ms. Schively (goes by Mickey) with the reason for my call, which was to notify
various communities along New Hampshire Avenue from south of Powder Mill Road to north of
US 29, about the upcoming Informational Public Meeting on November 25, 2002. She asked
what the meeting was about, and I explained that SHA is proposing transportation improvements
needed on New Hampshire Avenue for the FDA consolidation at the White Oak site. Ms.
Schively had not received anything in the mail, nor did she see anything in the paper. So, she
gave me her address to confirm with our mailing list. I informed her that we would like to
encourage her and residents of the community to attend. She would like us to verify that mail-
outs/brochures/meeting announcements, etc. are sent to her boss at Grady Management who also
runs the Montgomery White Oak, Paint Branch, Villa Nova, and Yorkshire Communities, along
with White Oak Apartments. Ms. Schively would also like to receive these mail-outs directly. I
have confirmed that the following addresses are on our project mailing list:

Michele Schively Bert Thompson
11434 Lockwood Drive Grady Management
Silver Spring, MD 20904 Montgomery Center Building

8630 Fenton Street, Suite 625
Silver Spring, MD 20910

I asked Ms. Schivley if she thought it would be helpful for SHA to provide a presentation to them
or set up an information stand in the lobby for residents to visit. She suggested that she look at
the brochure first to see if it would spark enough interest for a presentation. I gave her my name
and phone number to call back if she would like to request a presentation. Extra copies of the
brochure were hand-delivered to Ms. Schively before the public meeting, at which time she
confirmed that she had previously received the brochure via mail.
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MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29
Finding of No Significant Impact

RECORD OF COORDINATION
E-MAIL MADE TO:
Ms. Jennifer Martin
Title First Last

REPRESENTING: McCormick, Taylor & Associates (MT/A)

'FROM: Mr. Rob Klein

REPRESENTING: Montgomery County Department of Public Works & Transportation (DPW&T)

EMAIL: rob.klein @co.mo.md.us

DATE: 01-03-2003 TIME: 9:11 am.

T ——— e — — — —
w

Summary of Coordination:

I coordinated with Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation
(DPW&T) regarding the proposed White Oak Transit Center. The following information was
obtained from Montgomery County DPW&T’s consultant, DMJM Harris Consultants, and was
confirmed by DPW&T, Mr. Klein:

The Montgomery County DPW&T confirmed that they completed a two-year study to determine
the feasibility of locating a transit center in the White Oak Shopping Center. The study expanded
on the 1997 White Oak Master Plan recommendation to look at other potentially feasible sites in
the White Oak area. The prototype for technical analysis as the study began was a facility with
500 parking spaces and six bus bays. As the study progressed, a decision was made by
Montgomery County DPW&T to delay study of improvements to meet longer term transit needs,
including the potential for a large-scale facility in the White Oak Shopping Center, and instead
focus on improvements to meet short term needs, specifically improvements to heavily used bus
stops in the vicinity of New Hampshire Avenue and Lockwood Drive. There are no immediate
plans to reinitiate a study of longer term transit needs. The transit study changed in scope
because of community opposition to a long term facility, anticipated opposition by the White
Oak Shopping Center owner, the need to coordinate with plans on the FDA campus and the
strong need for short term improvements. The final study report presents a proposed facility
program for the bus stop improvements.



