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I. RECORD OF DECISION 

SHA's Selected Alternative 
Of the two alternatives, including no-build, presented at the Informational Public Meeting 

(November 25, 2002), Alternative 2 was chosen as SHA's Selected Alternative. The Selected 

Alternative involves outside widening of MD 650 to provide an additional northbound through lane 

from Cresthaven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29, The Selected Alternative includes 

intersection improvements at the following locations: 

• MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection 

• MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection 

• Relocated Michelson Road 

• MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 

• US 29/MD 650 Interchange 

MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection 

At the MD 650/Powder Mill Road intersection, the northbound left turn lane will be lengthened 175 

feet by reducing the median width in this area. The east leg of the intersection will be widened to 

the south of Powder Mill Road and the westbound lanes configured to provide two left turn lanes, 

one shared left-through lane and one exclusive right turn lane. A raised median will be added 

between the westbound lanes and the two eastbound lanes to provide a pedestrian refuge area. 

MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection 

In addition to the northbound through lane added to MD 650, a northbound right turn lane will be 

added at the MD 650/Mahan Drive intersection. A double left turn lane from southbound MD 650 

to Mahan Drive will also be added. Mahan Drive will be seven lanes wide, and will be widened (by 

others) to provide three eastbound lanes and four westbound lanes, configured as two left turn lanes, 

one shared left through lane and one exclusive right turn lane. A grass median will be provided on 

Mahan Road for pedestrian refuge. 

MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road 

The Selected Alternative involves relocating Michelson Road directly across from Northwest Drive, 

approximately 550 feet south of its current intersection location. Two left turn lanes will be added 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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to MD 650 to accommodate southbound left turns to Relocated Michelson Road. Relocated 

Michelson Road will be five lanes wide, and will consist of two eastbound lanes and three 

westbound lanes (two left turn lanes and one right turn lane) with a grass median for pedestrian 

refuge. Others will construct relocated Michelson Road. 

MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 

The Selected Alternative involves improvements to all approaches at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive 

intersection: 

• On the west leg, the eastbound approach will be widened and the lanes configured to 
provide one left turn lane, one shared left-through lane, one through lane and two right turn 
lanes. 

• On the east leg, the westbound Lockwood Drive approach will be widened and the lanes 
configured to provide two left turn lanes, one through lane and one right turn lane. 

• With the addition of the northbound turning lane previously discussed, the south leg, 
northbound MD 650 approach will be configured as a single left turn lane, four through 
lanes and an exclusive right turn lane. 

• On the north leg, the southbound MD 650 left turn lane will be extended to provide a total 
storage length of 400 feet, and an exclusive right turn lane will be added. Approximately 
400 feet north of Lockwood Drive, an exclusive teft turn lane will be provided in the 
existing median of MD 650 to provide access to the White Oak Shopping Center. 

US 29/MD 650 Interchange 

At the US 29/MD 650 interchange, the ramp from southbound US 29 to southbound MD 650 will 

be reconstructed to provide additional weaving distance to the ramp from southbound MD 650 to 

northbound US 29. In addition, two left turn lanes will be installed for access from northbound MD 

650 to southbound US 29. The ramp from northbound MD 650 to southbound US 29 will be 

widened to two lanes at the entrance to accommodate both turn lanes. Of the four northbound lanes 

continuing north from the Lockwood Drive intersection, the outside lane will become a lane-drop at 

the northbound US 29 ramp. A new acceleration lane will be installed at the ramp from northbound 

US 29 to northbound MD 650. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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Alternatives Considered 

The alternatives considered are described in Section Hl.E of this document, and include the No- 

Build Alternative and one Build Alternative. The following discussion highlights the factors that 

were considered in the decision of the Selected Alternative. 

Alternative 1 - No-Build 

The No-Build Alternative would not provide any significant improvements to MD 650 from Powder 

Mill Road to north of US 29. Any improvements would occur as part of normal maintenance and 

safety operations and would not measurably affect roadway capacity or address accident potential. 

In addition, the No-Build Alternative is not designed to accommodate the increase in predicted 

traffic for the 2025 analysis year. The predicted traffic volume moving southbound in the morning 

peak hour is 5,595 vehicles on the existing three through lanes and one left turn lane. It is 

reasonable that carbon monoxide (CO) violations would exist in the No-Build Alternative for the 

2025 analysis year. 

Alternative 2 - Build Alternative 

Alternative 2 involves outside widening of MD 650 to provide an additional northbound through 

lane from Cresthaven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29. Alternative 2 also considers 

intersection improvements at the following locations: 

• MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection 

• MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection 

• Relocated Michelson Road 

• MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 

• US 29/MD 650 Interchange 

Measures to Minimize Harm 

The Selected Alternative will not require displacing any residential properties or community 

facilities, including schools, healthcare facilities, emergency services, libraries, or places of 

worship. A total of nine commercial properties would be impacted, with no commercial 

displacements. The Selected Alternative would require a minor right-of-way (ROW) acquisition of 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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0.07 acre and 0.14 acre of temporary easement from the Kingd0m Hall of Jehovah Witnesses. A 

temporary construction easement of 0.01 acre and a slope easement of 0.01 acre from the Hillandale 

Volunteer Fire Company would also be required. 

The Selected Alternative would require ROW acquisition of 0.30 acre of commercial, 0.38 acre of 

residential and 0.61 acre of the White Oak Shopping Center parking lot. The Selected Alternative 

requires the net loss of 14 parking spaces at the White Oak Shopping Center (ten spaces at the north 

end and four spaces at the south end), in order to improve access to the shopping center. 

The Selected Alternative would require 7.48 acres of permanent ROW and 1.89 acres of temporary 

easement to the golf course property, part of the Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL) historic district. 

In addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual easement will be required for maintenance and access to two 

proposed outfall pipes. Total ROW requirements with the Selected Alternative would be 

approximately 8.84 acres, the total includes the 7.48 acres of ROW. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Section 4(f) impacts will result not only from the roadway widening but also from the installation of 

two stormwater management facilities. Permanent impacts would be necessary for construction of 

the proposed roadway, roadway embankment and the stormwater management facilities and will 

require SHA to acquire 7.48 of acres of ROW from the White Oak Golf Course. The following 

minimization design techniques have been incorporated into SHA's Selected Alternative: 

The design radii of Relocated Michelson Road were tightened to the maximum extent in order 
to reduce impacts to the golf course. 

The acceleration lane from Mahan Drive to northbound MD 650 was eliminated, thus reducing 
Section 4(f) impacts. 

The right turn lane from the firehouse to Mahan DriVe was shortened to minimum capacity, 
which reduced Section 4(f) impacts. 

The proposed stormwater management facility south of Mahan Drive was shifted and modified 

in shape to minimize impacts and to blend with the redesign plans of the golf course. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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Standard measures to minimize sediment and erosion impacts and stormwater management will be 

implemented. No wetland impacts are anticipated with the Selected Alternative. Complete 

avoidance of waterways within the study area is not possible due to the construction of outfall pipes 

for the two proposed stormwater management facilities. Preserving and protecting existing 

vegetation wherever possible and using landscaping will minimize visual impacts. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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II. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT/COST COMPARISION OF 

ALTERNATIVES 

A.     Summary of Environmental Impacts 

A summary of environmental impacts is shown in Table 1. The No-Build Alternative is analyzed to 

provide a baseline condition. The last column in the table presents the impacts and costs for SHA's 

Selected Alternative. The Selected Alternative avoids and/or minimizes environmental impacts 

wherever possible. The Selected Alternative is similar to Alternative 2 - Build Alternative 

presented in the October 2002 Environmental Assessment (EA)/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation. 

Since publication of the October 2002 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, there have been only 

minor design changes to SHA's Selected Alternative. The proposed retaining wall to be constructed 

at the White Oak Shopping Center has been re-designed. The previously proposed retaining wall 

would have impacted an underground Potomac Electric Power Company (PEPCO) utility vault. To 

minimize impacts to the utility vault, the retaining wall location was shifted and design 

modifications were made to further minimize ROW impacts. Please refer to Table 1 for detailed 

descriptions of impacts to the White Oak Shopping Center parking lot. 

SHA's Selected Alternative would require 7.48 acres of ROW and 1.89 acres of temporary easement 

from the White Oak Golf Course, part of the Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL) historic district. In 

addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual easement will be required for maintenance and access to two 

proposed outfall pipes. Permanent impacts would be necessary for construction of the proposed 

roadway and the stormwater management facilities. 

SHA's Selected Alternative would not impact any wetlands or Federal Emergency Management 

Administration (FEMA) designated 100-year floodplains. The Selected Alternative would require 

two stream crossings resulting in 93 linear feet of stream impacts. In addition, one-half acre of 

woodland impacts would result from the Selected Alternative. Implementation of SHA's Selected 

Alternative would not result in a violation of the 1-hour or 8-hour State and National Ambient Air 

Quality Standards (S/NAAQS) for CO in the analysis years 2010 or 2025. The projected 2025 

design-year noise levels indicate that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Noise 

Abatement Criterion (67 dBA) is approached (66 dBA) or exceeded at five of the six Noise 

Sensitive Areas (NSAs) associated with the Selected Alternative. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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     1 
No residential or commercial displacements would be required With SHA's Selected Alternative. A 

total of 0.38 acre of residential and 0.30 acre of commercial ROW would be required with the 1 

Selected Alternative. The Selected Alternative will also require a ROW acquisition of 0.07 acre 

from the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses. 

B.     Cost Comparison of Alternatives 

The costs for SHA's Selected Alternative are presented in Table 1. The total cost is estimated at 

approximately $17.7 million, including $2.2 million for ROW, $1.5 million for engineering, and 

$14.0 million for construction. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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Table 1 
Summary of Impacts 

RESOURCE CATEGORY UNIT 

Alternative 1 (No-Build) 
Alternative 2 

(Selected Alternative) 

Easements 
ROW 

Easements 
ROW 

Temp. Slope Temp. Slope Perp. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
Residential Acre 0 0 0 0.31 0.37 0 0.38 
Commercial Acre 0 0 0 2.78 0.22 0 0.91 

Shopping Center Parking Lot (White 
Oak Shopping Center)* 

Acre 
0 0 0 

2.22 0.10 0 0.61 
14 Parking Spaces 

Undeveloped Acre 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Emergency Services (Hillandale Fire 
Department) 

Acre 
0 0 0 0.01 0.01 0 0 

Religious Center (Jehovah Witnesses) Acre 0 0 0 0.14 0 0 0.07 
SECTION 4(f) RESOURCE 
(White Oak Golf Course/ 
NOL Historic District) 

Acre 
0 0 0 1.89 0 0.48 7.48 

TOTAL ROW Requirements 0 0 0 5.13 0.60 0.48 8.84 
Residential Displacements No. 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Commercial Property Structural 
Displacements No. 0 0 0 0 0 0 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
Wetlands Acre 0 0 
Stream Crossings No. 0 2 
Stream Impacts L.F. 0 93 
Floodplain Acre 0 0 
Woodland Acre 0 0.5 

|CULTURAL RESOURCES                                                                                                                                                                | 
NR/NRE Historic Sites Impacted No. 0          |          0 1 (No Adverse Effect) 
Archeological Sites Impacted No. 0 0 

NOISE IMPACTS No. 

38 Residences 
2 Churches 

1 Golf Course 
1 Assisted Living Center 

38 Residences 
3 Churches 

1 Golf Course 
1 Assisted Living Center 

AIR QUALITY IMPACTS** No. 

0 (8 hr, 
2007) 

3 (8 hr, 
2025) 0 (8 hr, 2007) 0 (8 hr, 2025) 

0 (1 hr, 
2007) 

2 (1 hr, 
2025) 

0 (1 hr, 2007) 0 (1 hr, 2025) 

| COST ESTIMATE                                                                                                                                                                              | 
ROW $ 0 0 2,210,004 
Engineering Costs $ 0 0 1,500,000 
Construction Costs $ 0 0 13,963,398 
TOTAL COSTS*** $ 0 0 17,673,402 

*     With the exception of the White Oak Shopping Center, the impacts presented for SHA 's Selected Alternative are the 
same as those presented in the EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation. The impacts presented in the EA/Draft Section 
4(f) Evaluation were 2.41, 0.77 and 0.65 acres for temporary easement, slope easement and ROW, respectively. 

**   These numbers refer to violations of the State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
*** Costs have increased since submittal of the EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation.  Costs as presented in the EA were 

$2.21 million (ROW), $1.5 million (Engineering) and $12.96 million (construction), for a total of $16.67 million. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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III.    SUMMARY OF ACTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Project Location 

MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) is located in eastern Montgomery County near the 

Montgomery/Prince George's County line, and is a primary facility for north-south travel through 

Montgomery County. The study area is located in White Oak, Maryland, just north of Washington 

D.C., and extends along MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29 (Columbia Pike). 

Mahan Drive is located in the center of the study area and provides the main access to the proposed 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) facility (Figure 1). Additional access will be provided via 

Relocated Michelson Road. 

B. Purpose and Need 

Based on the Federal Functional Classification System, MD 650 and US 29 are each functionally 

classified as other principal arterial highways and Powder Mill Road is functionally classified as a 

minor arterial highway. MD 650 and US 29 are each classified as major highways according to the 

Montgomery County Master Plan roadway designation. Both Lockwood Road (CO 109) and 

Powder Mill Road (CO 104) are county roadways, designated as arterials in the master plan. The 

master plan designates Schindler Drive as a primary residential road. The study area is entirely 

within a designated Priority Funding Area (PFA) (Figure 2). 

Transportation improvements along MD 650 are needed to accommodate additional highway traffic 

and capacity needs. The project was initiated based on roadway transportation needs identified in 

the General Services Administration's (GSA) 7997 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) 

since FDA's consolidation on the former US Naval Surface Weapons Center will (NSWC) 

substantially contribute to the impact of traffic flow in this area. The following necessary 

improvements were identified to mitigate traffic impacts associated with the FDA consolidation 

(1997 FEIS): 

• MD 650 at Michelson Road - These improvements include the addition of a turn lane along 

northbound MD 650 into the site. 

• MD 650 and Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive - These improvements include the addition of a 

channelized turn lane into the site and extending the southbound turn lane on MD 650. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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FIGURE 1 

Regional and Study 
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• MD 650 at Lockwood Drive - These improvements include the widening of southbound 

MD 650 to accommodate the turning movements of turrt lanes from the east leg of Powder 

Mill Road. 

• MD 650 at Lockwood Drive - These improvements involve reconfiguring the intersection to 

provide a turn lane on Lockwood Drive. 

Additional traffic analyses [1998 Traffic Access Plan (GSA); Transportation Improvement 

Feasibility Study (BMI, 1999); and Review of Transportation Improvements along New Hampshire 

Avenue (MD 650) (GSA, 2000)] were undertaken by Montgomery County and GSA to determine 

needed transportation roadway improvements to accommodate not only the FDA proposed 

development, but also other future projected new development at other locations in the vicinity that 

would add traffic to the MD 650 corridor. These studies concluded that selected intersections would 

operate at an unacceptable level of service (LOS) with the proposed FDA consolidation and other 

projected new development. 

I 
The purpose of this project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder 

Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of US 29.   In order to accommodate the additional I 

highway traffic and capacity needs associated with the FDA consolidation and other projected new 

development, this  study assesses  the environmental  impacts of the proposed transportation I 

improvements along MD 650. Provisions for improving circiilation of traffic and pedestrians to and 

from the proposed FDA facility are being considered to accommodate future development H 

associated with FDA's consolidation and the future employment of approximately 6,256 (2002 FDA 

Master Plan) persons at this location. Adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing I 

and planned activity centers, including commercial sites is alfeo being considered. 

I 
1.        Traffic Conditions 

Existing and Future Average Daily Traffic I 

Average daily traffic (ADT) volumes for existing conditions (2001) and No-Build years 2007 and 

2025 are shown in Table 2.   SHA Travel Forecasting Section provided traffic volume information. I 

The forecasts used in this project were based on previous forecasting efforts described in detail in the 

Review of Transportation Improvements Along New Hampshire Avenue (GSA, 2000).   Peak hour 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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estimates of traffic accessing the FDA site are approximately 1,100 during the AM peak hour and 

1,800 during the PM peak hour. This represents approximately 15 percent of the future peak hour 

traffic and accounts for roughly one-third of the anticipated traffic growth in the study area. 

Table 2 
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) 

•i: • MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) 

Intersection 
Vehicles Per Day (vpd) 

2001 
(Existing) 

2007 
(No-Build) 

2025 
(No-Build) 

MD 650 @ US 29 48,900 54,050 72,950 
MD 650 @ Lockwood Drive 53,250 58,700 78,750 
MD 650 @ Michelson Road 53,250 58,700 78,750 
MD 650 @ Northwest Drive 53,650 58,850 77,600 
MD 650 @ McCeney Avenue. 53,650 58,850 77,600 
MD 650 @ Schindler Road 53,400 59,300 81,050 
MD 650 @ Powder Mill Road 61,350 67,150 88,150 

2.        Levels of Services 

The critical lane methodology was used at signalized intersections to determine the number of 

conflicts at the intersection, known as the critical lane volume (CLV) and the ratio of that volume to 

the intersections capacity (v/c ratio). From this, the Level of Service (LOS) is determined. LOS is a 

measure of congestion experienced by drivers and ranges from "A" (free flow with little or no 

congestion) to "F' (failure with stop-and-go conditions). LOS is normally computed for the peak 

periods of the typical day, with LOS "D" (approaching unstable flow) or better generally considered 

acceptable for highways in suburban areas. At LOS "E," volumes are near or at the capacity of the 

highway. LOS "F" represents conditions in which the capacity is exceeded resulting in operational 

breakdowns with stop-and-go traffic and extremely long delays at signalized intersections. A table 

summarizing the 2001, 2007 No-Build and 2025 No-Build critical lane analysis is included in Table 

3. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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Table 3 

Level of Service Analysis 

Location / Scenario AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 
LOS VIC CLV LOS   i •v/c CLV 

MD 650 at Lockwobd Road                \ 
Existing (2001) F 1.11 1770 F 1.22 1954 
2007 No-Build F 1.43 2289 F 1.33 2125 
2025 No-Build F 2.12 3394 F 2.02 3232 

MD 650 at Schindler Road / Mahan Drive    •. 
Existing (2001) E 0.94 1500 D 0.89 1423 
2007 No Build F 1.12 1790 F 1.40 2239 
2025 No Build F 1.61 2578 F 2.09 3341 

MD 650 at Powder Mill Road 
Existing (2001) F 1.03 1654 F 1.04 1665 
2007 No Build F 1.37 2197 F 1.33 2122 
2025 No Build F 1.79 2863 F 1.93 3082 
Analysis based on SHA critical lane volume methodology and volume and lane information provided by SHA. 

C. Project History 

MD 650 and associated improvements were initiated by SHA based on roadway transportation 

needs identified in GSA's 7997 FEIS since FDA's consolidation will substantially contribute to the 

impact of traffic flow in this area. Prior to the development of GSA's i997 FEIS, the MD 650 

roadway improvements (from 1-495 to the then-proposed Inter-County Connector (ICC)) were 

identified in the 7997 White Oak Master Plan prepared by Montgomery County. The 7997 White 

Oak Master Plan recommended widening MD 650 to a six lane divided highway between Randolph 

Road and the then-proposed ICC. Additionally, sidewalk improvements were recommended along 

MD 650 from 1-495 to the then- proposed ICC. 

The purpose of GSA's 1997 FEIS was to describe the provision of new consolidated, state-of-the art 

facilities for FDA at one location in Montgomery County, Maryland. Various sections of GSA's 

7997 FEIS will be referenced throughout this document. The study area consisted solely of the 

former NSWC property, located at the White Oak Federal Cehter. 

GSA will be studying a northeast access road from Cherry Hill Road to the FDA facility. 

Environmental impacts and cost estimates for this potential new access will be conducted as part of 
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the overall FDA development plan. Traffic evaluations for the MD 650 project have been based on 

the inclusion of this access entrance, however, the actual planning study will be undertaken by 

others. 

A series of LABQUEST Community Partnership (LABQUEST) and Landscaping Focus Group 

meetings have been held since February 2000, along with three public meetings. The most recent 

public meeting was an Informational Public Meeting (November 25, 2002) held to obtain 

community input on the project. A discussion of the public involvement efforts for the MD 650 

project is located in Chapter V, Summary of Public Involvement. 

D.       Master Plan Consistency and County Support 

The MD 650 project is located entirely within the Montgomery County-Certified PFA. The 

proposed transportation improvements are consistent with the 7997 White Oak Master Plan 

recommendations for roadway and intersection improvements for MD 650. The goals of the MD 

650 project are consistent with the goals of the 7997 White Oak Master Plan's support for the FDA 

facility. The goals of the MD 650 project are to: 

1) make  all   necessary  improvements  to  facilitate  the  in-flow  and  out-flow   of the 
approximately 4,000 cars expected to be used by FDA employees; 

2) minimize congestion on MD 650 during peak traffic hours; and 

3) preclude the use of Lockwood Drive, Schindler Drive and Northwest Drive as commuter 
thoroughfares for FDA employees. 

Several future transportation improvements have been recommended by Maryland National Park and 

Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) within the project area and are included in the 7997 White Oak 

Master Plan. Transportation improvements anticipated in this plan included: 

• US 29 - Improvements to US 29 will provide six general-purpose lanes plus acceleration 
and deceleration lanes, with four lanes crossing the Patuxent River to the Howard 
County line. SHA has started construction on two US 29 interchanges in Montgomery 
County including the US 29/MD 198 and US 29/Randolph Road interchanges. The US 
29/Briggs Chaney interchange is expected to begin construction in the winter of 2003. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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SHA is currently designing the following US 29 interchanges in Montgomery County; 
Stuart Lane, Industrial Parkway/Tech Road, Musgrove Road/Fairland Road, Greencastle 
Road and Blackburn Road are currently in the design phase. 

• 

• 

MD 650 - Study the potential to widen New Hampshire Avenue from four lanes to six 
lanes at the US 29 interchange. 

Lockwood Drive - Reaffirm classification of Lockwood Drive between US 29 and a 
point 400 feet west of New Hampshire Avenue as an arterial road with a two-lane closed 
section cross-section. This master plan recommendation was reaffirmed and Lockwood 
Drive's functional classification remains an arterial road (Personal Interview, February 
2003). 

Construction is funded for 700 feet of missing sidewalk links on the east side of 
Lockwood Drive from US 29 to New Hampshire Avenue as part of a project providing 
continuity of pedestrian facilities between University Boulevard and Prelude Drive. The 
scope also includes construction of 3,300 feet of sidewalk on the west side of US 29 
where feasible. The project includes the construction of retaining walls to reduce the 
impacts to properties adjacent to the public ROW. This project was completed in Fall 
2001 (Personal Interview, February 2003). 

Powder Mill Road - From New Hampshire Avenue to the Prince George's County line, 
sidewalk and bikeway improvements are recommended. None of the recommended 
improvements have been funded at this time (Personal Interview, February 2003). 

The MD 650 project involves adding double left turn lanes from MD 650 onto US 29 to alleviate 

congestion. It also involves widening Lockwood Drive to allow for double left turn lanes. The 

areas of proposed improvements are consistent with those areas mentioned for improvement in the 

1997 White Oak Master Plan. 

E.       Alternatives Considered 

1.     Preliminary Alternatives 

Refer to the 1999 BMI Report for details of this preliminary concept (Figure 3).  The preliminary 

concept included intersection improvements at the following locations in the MD 650 corridor: 

• MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection 

• MD 650/Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 

• MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road/Northwest Drive Intersection 

• MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 

• Ramp to Southbound US 29/MD 650 Intersection 

Finding of No Significant Impact I 
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Because these intersection improvements involved closely spaced intersections, it was determined 

that traffic operations between Chalmers Road and the MD 650/US 29 interchange were best 

addressed by the addition of a northbound lane through that part of the corridor. 

The report titled 2000 Review of Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 recommended minor 

changes to the improvements proposed in the 1999 BMI Report at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive 

intersection. None of the improvements recommended in the 2000 Review of Transportation 

Improvements Along MD 650 were carried into final design due to community opposition. Local 

citizens expressed concern that these recommended improvements would encourage through traffic 

to use local residential streets as alternate routes. Improvements recommended in the 1999 BMI 

Report were used except for the westbound Lockwood Drive approach, which was revised based on 

community input and updated traffic calculations. Two left turn lanes, one through lane and one 

right turn lane were carried into final design for the westbound Lockwood Drive approach to MD 

650. 

The 2000 Review of Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 also recommended minor 

changes to the westbound approach at the MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road/Northwest Drive 

intersection. The improvements to this approach carried into final design included modification 

from one left turn lane and one right turn lane (BMI, 1999) to two left turn lanes and one right turn 

lane (GSA, 2000). 

2.      Selected Alternative 

Since the publication of the October 2002 MD 650 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, there have 

been only minor design changes to SHA's Selected Alternative. In addition, the MD 650 project 

also now proposes to resurface the entire MD 650 Roadway from Powder Mill Road to North of US 

29. This additional resurfacing will not result in any new impacts since it is on existing roadway. 

The proposed retaining wall to be constructed at the White Oak Shopping Center has been re- 

designed because the previously proposed retaining wall would have impacted an underground 

PEPCO utility vault. To minimize impacts to the utility vault, the retaining wall location was 
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shifted and design modifications were made to further minimize ROW impacts. ROW requirements 

at the White Oak Shopping Center decreased from 0.65 acre to 0.61, temporary easement decreased 

from 2.41 acres to 2.22 acres and slope easement from 0.11 acre to 0.10 (Table 1). 

The October 2002 MD 650 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation stated that, as one of its transportation 

management strategies, the March 2002 Transportation Management Plan (TMP) for the FDA 

Consolidation identified a goal of developing a program to increase the Average Vehicle 

Occupancy (AVO) to 1.5 persons per vehicle. Further coordination with GSA has revealed that the 

National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) did not approve the 1.5 persons per vehicle. 

Currently, the NCPC has approved the parking ratio of 1:2 (one parking space for two employees) 

and requires that NCPC review the parking ratio as the facility is constructed and the parking habits 

of FDA employees are observed. Many of the employees work odd and long hours so car-pooling 

is difficult. Also, there is limited public transportation to the site. GSA and its traffic consultant 

anticipate that more parking may be needed than what has been approved, as they predict a ratio of 

1.2:2 (1.2 parking spaces for two employees). 

SHA's Selected Alternative involves outside widening of MD 650 to provide an additional 

northbound through lane from Cresthaven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29 (Figure 4). The 

typical section for the Selected Alternative is shown in Figure 5. The Selected Alternative includes 

intersection improvements at the following locations: 

• MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection 

• MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection 

• Relocated Michelson Road 

• MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 

• MD 650/US 29 Interchange 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection 

At the MD 650/Powder Mill Road intersection, the northbound left turn lane will be lengthened 175 

feet by reducing the median width in this area. The east leg of the intersection will be widened to 

the south of Powder Mill Road and the westbound lanes configured to provide two left turn lanes, 

one shared left-through lane and one exclusive right turn lane. A raised median will be added 

between the westbound lanes and the two eastbound lanes to provide a pedestrian refuge area. 

MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection 

In addition to the northbound through lane added to MD 650, a northbound right turn lane will be 

added at the MD 650/Mahan Drive intersection. A double left turn lane from southbound MD 650 

to Mahan Drive will also be added. Mahan Drive will be seven lanes wide and will be widened to 

provide three eastbound lanes and four westbound lanes, configured as two left turn lanes, one 

shared left through lane and one exclusive right turn lane. A grass median will be provided on 

Mahan Drive for pedestrian refuge. SHA will only be improving MD 650 and allowing for turning 

movements into/out of Mahan Drive. Improvements to Mahan Drive will be constructed by others. 

MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road 

Under SHA's Selected Alternative, Michelson Road will be relocated to a location across from 

Northwest Drive, approximately 550 feet south of its current intersection location. Two left turn 

lanes will be added to MD 650 to accommodate southbound left turns to Relocated Michelson 

Road. Relocated Michelson Road will be five lanes wide and will consist of two eastbound lanes 

and three westbound lanes (two left turn lanes and one right turn lane) with a grass median for 

pedestrian refuge. SHA will only be improving MD 650 and allowing for turning movements 

into/out of Relocated Michelson Road. Relocated Michelson Road will be constructed by others. 

MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 

SHA's Selected Alternative involves improvements to all approaches at the MD650/Lockwood 

Drive intersection: 

• On the west leg, the eastbound approach will be widened and the lanes configured to 
provide one left turn lane, one shared left-through lane, one through lane and two right turn 
lanes. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 



MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 Wi 
0> 

• On the east leg, the westbound Lockwood Drive approach will be widened and the lanes 
configured to provide two left turn lanes, one through lane and one right turn lane. 

• With the addition of the northbound turning lane previously discussed, the south leg, 
northbound MD 650 approach will be configured as a single left turn lane, four through 
lanes, and an exclusive right turn lane. 

• On the north leg, the southbound MD 650 left turn lane will be extended to provide a total 
storage length of 400 feet, and an exclusive right turn lane will be added. Approximately 
400 feet north of Lockwood Drive, an exclusive left turn lane will be provided in the 
existing median of southbound MD 650 to provide access to the White Oak Shopping 
Center. 

US 29/MD 650 Interchange 

At the US 29/MD 650 interchange, the ramp from southbound US 29 to southbound MD 650 will 

be reconstructed to provide additional weaving distance on MD 650 to the ramp from southbound 

MD 650 to northbound US 29. Under Alternative 2, two left turn lanes will be installed for access 

from northbound MD 650 to southbound US 29. The ramp from MD 650 to southbound US 29 will 

be widened to two lanes at the entrance to accommodate both turn lanes. Of the four northbound 

lanes continuing north from the Lockwood Drive intersection, the outside lane will become a lane- 

drop at the northbound US 29 ramp. A new acceleration lane will be installed at the ramp from 

northbound US 29 to northbound MD 650. 

I 
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F.       Environmental Consequences of SHA's Selected Alternative 

Environmental impacts that would result from SHA's Selected Alternative are shown on Figure 4 

and summarized below. Refer to Table 1 for a summary of all environmental impacts. 

1.      Social Impacts 

a.       Displacements/Property Impacts 

SHA's Selected Alternative would not displace any residential properties or community facilities. 

The Selected Alternative requires the net loss of 14 parking spaces at the White Oak Shopping 

Center (ten spaces at the north end and four spaces at the south end), in order to improve access to 

the shopping center. The Selected Alternative would also require ROW acquisition of 0.30 acre of 

commercial, 0.38 acre of residential and 0.61 acre of the White Oak Shopping Center parking lot. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
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Total ROW requirements with SHA's Selected Alternative would be approximately 8.84 acres. This 

includes 7.48 acres of ROW from the White Oak Golf Course. 

b. Disruptions of Neighborhoods and Communities 

SHA's Selected Alternative would not disrupt any neighborhoods or communities within the study 

area. The Selected Alternative would not divide or disrupt existing cohesiveness of communities, 

and would maintain all existing access for residences in neighborhoods and communities in the 

study area. 

c. Environmental Justice Inventory 

Executive Order (EO) 12898 "Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority and 

Low-Income Populations" was signed on February 11, 1994. The EO requires the assessment of 

disproportionately high adverse human health and environmental impacts on minority and low- 

income populations resulting for proposed federal actions. The EO reaffirms the provisions of Title 

VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes, emphasizing the incorporation of those 

provisions with existing planning and environmental processes. Title VI requires federal agencies 

to ensure that their programs, policies and activities do not have the effect of excluding populations 

from the benefits of the project, or subjecting persons and populations to discrimination based on 

race, color or national origin. EO 12898 adds low-income to the list of populations which should be 

investigated to ensure that they are not excluded from the benefits of the project or subjected to 

discrimination caused by federal programs, policies and activities. 

In compliance with federal guidelines on environmental justice, SHA identified low-income or 

minority persons that live within geographic proximity of SHA's Selected Alternative. 

Identification of low-income and minority populations was based on existing census demographics, 

field research and correspondence with local planning officials. Areas of known environmental 

justice populations are within the study area but well outside the Selected Alternative's ROW. 

Low-Income Population - Low-income is identified as a person whose median household income 

is at or below the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) poverty guidelines. The 

poverty guidelines issued by the DHHS are abstracted from the original poverty thresholds updated 
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each year by the United States Census Bureau. Examination of census tract data shows that the 

average household income from the study area is higher than the DHHS poverty guidelines for the 

year 1999 (AGS - Census Tract Summary, 1999). The median household income for the study area 

is $81,438. This is in comparison to Montgomery County's median household income of $70,794 

(2000 Census). 

Holly Hall, a rental apartment facility for the elderly, is located near the Hillandale community and 

is operated by the Housing Opportunities Commission. This facility was identified as a low- 

income, elderly population at a public meeting held on September 10, 2001 at the Child 

Center/Hillandale Center/Inwood House (CHI) and is discussed in the 7997 White Oak Master 

Plan. Refer to Section V.E for more detail on the September 2001 peeling. Though not consistent 

with the EO requirements, M-NCPPC verified that this facility should be considered a low-income 

population compared to the rest of Montgomery County (see Record of Conversation, Bill Barron, 

Appendix C). Holly Hall is within the study area, but well outside tljie Selected Alternative's ROW. 

SHA requested residents of the community to attend the November 25, 2002 Informational Public 

Meeting. SHA contacted a Holly Hall representative prior to this meeting so that residents were 

notified in advance and encouraged to attend (see Record of Conversation, Vanessa Floyd, 

Appendix C). An additional outreach meeting was held on January 22, 2003 with residents from 

Holly Hall. SHA representatives provided a presentation to Holly Hall residents to obtain input 

from the community on the proposed improvements (see January 22, 2003 Holly Hall Community 

Meeting Minutes and Follow-Up Letter, Appendix C). General comments included topics such as 

vehicles making U-turns at Powder Mill Road, truck turn-around traffic into Holly Hall, access to 

MD 650 from the Holly Hall facility, signalization, pedestrian safety and bus access. 

II 
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Minority Population - The racial and ethnic makeup of the study area reveals the presence of a 

minority population. The minority population of the census tract shows a higher percentage (43 

percent African-American and 14 percent Hispanic) of minority persons found within the census 

tracts in comparison to surrounding areas within the county. MinoHty persons were identified as 

Black (African-American origin), Hispanic, Asian American, American Indian and Alaskan Native. 

Areas of known minority populations are within the study area but located well outside the Selected 

Alternative's ROW. 
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Approximately 77 percent of the study area populations are a race other than white. This is in 

comparison to 47 percent of the county population being a race other than white. Persons of 

African-American race make up 43 percent of the study area compared to 15 percent of the 

population countywide, which is almost three times that of Montgomery County. The Hispanic 

ethnic origin also constitutes 14 percent of the study area population, in comparison to the 12 

percent of the total County population. 

The local M-NCPPC planner for the White Oak Planning Area was contacted regarding the 

identification of potential environmental justice communities. The M-NCPPC planner identified 

the White Oak Apartments as a minority and low-income community. The White Oak Apartments 

are located behind the White Oak Shopping Center on both sides of Lockwood Drive (see Record 

of Conversation, Bill Barron, Appendix C). This community, as a whole, is referred to by 

Montgomery County as the April/Stuart Lane Community, and is occasionally called the Garden 

Apartments. These apartments consist of several three-story buildings, and have both African- 

American and Hispanic populations, with the majority of the population being Hispanic. As the 

April/Stuart Lane Community includes the White Oak Apartments, this community is partially 

within the study area, but well outside the Selected Alternative's ROW. SHA requested residents of 

the community to attend the November 25, 2002 Informational Public Meeting. SHA contacted a 

White Oak Apartment representative prior to this meeting so that residents were notified in advance 

and encouraged to attend. SHA also offered to meet separately with residents of the White Oak 

Apartments community. The Property Manager from the community indicated that she would 

contact SHA if there was enough interest from residents (see Record of Conversation and Follow- 

up Letter, Michele Schively, Appendix C). No additional contact with SHA was made from the 

White Oak Apartments. 

An investigation into the characteristics of the individuals affected by the proposed roadway 

improvements found that there would not be a disproportionate impact to low or minority 

populations. 
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d. Summary of SHA's Equal Opportunity Program/Title VI Statement 

It is the policy of SHA to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Title VI of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964 and related civil rights laws and regulations which prohibit discrimination on the 

grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, age, religion, physical or mental handicap or sexual 

orientation in all SHA projects funded in whole or in part by FHWA. The SHA will not 

discriminate in highway planning, design, construction, the acquisition of ROW, or the provision of 

relocating advisory assistance. 

e. Relocation Assistance Program 

Relocation of any individuals, families or businesses displaced by this project would be 

accomplished in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition 

Policies Act of 1970 as amended by the Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance 

Act of 1987 and could be affected in a timely and humane fashion. In the event comparable 

replacement housing is not available for displaced persons or available replacement housing is 

beyond their financial means, replacement "housing as a last resort" will be utilized to accomplish 

the rehousing. 

f. Effects on Parks and Recreational Facilities 

SHA's Selected Alternative would not impact any parks within the study area. The Selected 

Alternative would impact one public recreational facility, the White Oak Golf Course (Figure 4), 

which is owned by GSA but used and operated by M-NCPPC. The White Oak Golf Course is also 

a contributing element in the NOL Historic District. The Selected Alternative would require 7.48 

acres of ROW, 1.89 acres of temporary easement and 0.48 acre of perpetual easement from the golf 

course property. Please refer to Chapter IV, Final Section 4(f) Evaluation, for a detailed 

description of the White Oak Golf Course and impacts associated with the Selected Alternative. 

g.        Effects on Community Facilities and Services 

SHA's Selected Alternative would not displace any schools, healthcare facilities, emergency 

services, libraries or places of worship. In addition, the Selected Alternative would not require any 

ROW acquisition from schools or healthcare facilities. A temporary easement would be required 

from one emergency service facility, the Hillandale Volunteer Fire Company. In addition, a minor 
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ROW acquisition of 0.07 acre and 0.14 acre of temporary easement would be required from one 

place of worship, the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses. This acquisition will not impact 

access/egress from the property or impact any parking areas. 

SHA's Selected Alternative would require a temporary construction easement of 0.01 acre and a 

slope easement of 0.01 acre from the Hillandale Volunteer Fire Company. This temporary impact 

will not disturb emergency service operations, such as access/egress from the facility, or interrupt 

the normal operation of the unit. The Selected Alternative is designed to alleviate congestion and is 

anticipated to improve accessibility for emergency services. Coordination with the Montgomery 

County Fire and Rescue Service (F&R) and the Montgomery County Department of Police (DOP) 

was necessary to determine the effect on emergency service and response time (January 15, 2002). 

The DOP does not foresee any negative impacts from the improvements proposed in the Selected 

Alternative, and responded that the proposed changes should result in improved traffic flow 

throughout the area. 

SHA has also received a response from the F&R (February 25, 2002). The F&R would like to 

ensure the following {SHA responses to address these comments are enclosed in parentheses after 

each Division comment): 

• Refuge areas for motorists to move while apparatus is passing during emergency response. 
{By adding lanes, SHA would provide additional room available for passing emergency 
vehicles); 

• Advance notification of construction start and stop dates, and other benchmark events which 
may cause additional congestion and lane closures {The current schedule shows a Notice to 
Proceed date in late Summer 2003 with approximately two years for construction. As this 
date approaches, the event dates will be verified and checked regularly with the District 3 
Construction Engineer); 

• Apparatus egress, both northbound and southbound, will be maintained for Fire Station 12, 
including signal control {The Limit of Work is currently just north of the Fire Station, and 
there should not be any disruption to egress. The signal will function as it does today. SHA 
is currently reconstructing the Fire Station signal at MD 650 under a separate contract); 
and 

• Signal control or another type of control to prevent motorists from cutting across all lanes of 
New Hampshire Avenue to access Northwest Drive from relocated Michelson Road. 
Northwest Drive provides a short cut to Lockwood Drive and US Route 29 and the Fire and 
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Rescue Division believes that not controlling the intersection will result in an increase in 
vehicle crashes and pedestrians being struck. {There will he a new signal installed at this 
intersection) 

h.        Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) and Construction Detours 

To minimize the disruption of traffic during construction, existing travel lanes will be maintained to 

the greatest extent possible, with required lane closures permitted only during off-peak travel 

periods. Access to adjacent businesses will be maintained through all construction phases by 

providing driveway connections to the current construction phase through lanes. Driveways and 

side streets will be overlayed or rebuilt as necessary to match the proposed MD 650 pavement 

elevations. 

Reconstruction of ramps at the US 29/MD 650 interchange will require closure of the ramps and 

detours of ramp traffic. Ramp closures will only be permitted during overnight periods to avoid 

significant impact to interchange operations and congestion on the detour route. All detours will be 

carefully marked and portable variable message signs will be used to provide at least 72 hours 

notice of the anticipated ramp closure. 

L Effects on Visual Quality 

Proposed streetscape improvements along MD 650 include the addition of plant material, sidewalks, 

bicycle paths, fences terminating in brick piers and planted medians, which will complement the 

improved travel lanes of the highway itself. The sidewalks and bicyble paths will be installed with 

appropriate ramps and landings to make the design handicap accessible and ADA compliant. 

New four-feet wide sidewalks are proposed at the north end and the south end of the project study 

area; from north of the US 29 overpass to Lockwood Drive (along MD 650) and along the 

westbound side of Powder Mill Road, which allows for continuous pedestrian movement along MD 

650 and Powder Mill Road within the project limits. Medians planted with flowering trees, shade 

trees and sod are proposed between the northbound and southbound traffic lanes on MD 650, 

providing enhanced safety as they assist in directing movement of vehicular traffic. Landscape 

treatments along both sides of the road, beyond the sidewalks, supplement existing vegetation and 

add variety, seasonal color and interest to the roadside plantings. The medians separating north and 

southbound traffic on MD 650 from the bridge at US 29 to the median break ending at the existing 
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Michelson Road will be given special landscape treatment to deter pedestrian crossings at locations 

other than intersections with striped cross walks. In addition to the thorny, flowering shrubs 

proposed in the medians, a 3.5-feet high ornamental fence is also proposed. The visual quality of 

the medians separating southbound MD 650 from the bridge at US 29 will be greatly improved with 

the installation of these additional landscape features. A three to five-feet wide grass strip planted 

with street trees is proposed between the proposed bicycle path and MD 650, which will provide a 

visual buffer between vehicular and bicycle/pedestrian traffic. 

Street tree plantings are proposed along the golf course between the bikeway and MD 650 with 

additional plantings located behind the bikeway. An eight-foot high fence is also proposed along 

the perimeter of the golf course between Michelson Road and Mahan Drive. Mahan Drive (to be 

constructed by others) will be improved with landscaping for seasonal interest and color to enhance 

the gateway entry feature. South of Mahan Drive, an eight-foot high fence is proposed along the 

perimeter of the golf course. Buffer planting including shade trees, flowering trees and shrub beds 

is also proposed along this fence line to create more of a naturalized setting for the golf course and 

to provide a buffer from MD 650. The proposed bikeway and street tree plantings, between the 

bikeway and MD 650, continue south to the end of the project limits. 

A planted median is located between MD 650 and the service road to the west. The existing 

vegetation in this median is proposed for removal and will be replaced with a variety of plant 

materials that will be easier to maintain, increase the buffer and provide color and seasonal interest. 

The plantings within this median, which includes shade trees, flowering trees, shrubs and perennial 

beds, has been carefully designed to allow for safe movement in and out of the development by 

ensuring clear lines of sight at the intersections. 

The proposed landscape and streetscape improvements along MD 650 will result in a well-designed, 

aesthetically pleasing project that ensures safe and efficient movement for pedestrians, cyclists and 

vehicular traffic throughout the project site while enhancing the setting for residents and patrons of 

the golf course and other businesses in the area. 
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2.        Economic Impacts 

a.        Effects on Existing Businesses 

No commercial displacements will result from SHA's Selected Alternative. A total of 0.91 acre of 

ROW would be required from a total of nine commercial properties. Three of these commercial 

properties contain multiple businesses. 

The following businesses would be impacted: 

• Exxon Corporation (Powder Mill Road) 

• White Oak Shopping Center 1,11, HI 

• White Oak Professional Building 

• Hillandale Shopping Center I 

• PEPCO 

• Hardware City 

• Shell 

• Exxon Corporation (Lockwood Drive) 

• George Meany Center for Labor Studies 

It is anticipated that the overall operation of the impacted commercial properties would not be 

affected. In general, the ROW requirements would occur as minor sliver takings. With the 

exception of one commercial property, the White Oak Shopping Center, SHA's Selected Alternative 

would not impact parking spaces. The Selected Alternative would also change access to the White 

Oak Shopping Center. In order to improve access to the White Oak Shopping Center, the Selected 

Alternative would require the acquisition of 0.61 acre of permanent ROW and a net loss of 14 

parking spaces at the shopping center (ten spaces at the north end and four spaces at the south end). 

From the north, an exclusive left turn lane from southbound MD 650 Would allow direct access to 

the reconfigured entrance into White Oak Shopping Center. From the' south, traveling northbound 

on MD 650, two additional lanes would improve access to the reconfigured entrance of the 

shopping center. 

1 
I 
H 
I 

Finding of No Significant Impact 



MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 SMA 
<// 

3.       Land Use Impacts 

The study area consists predominately of mixed residential and institutional land uses (Figure 6). 

The Milestone Drive Properties, which was previously listed as vacant in the 7997 White Oak 

Master Plan has since been developed into a mixed residential community. The majority of the 

commercial land use is located adjacent to Lockwood Drive and Powder Mill Road. There are 

minor amounts of land use consisting of parkland/open space and industrial located within the study 

area. Please refer to Section 3.2.1 (pg. 3-43 through 3-48) of GSA's 7997 FEIS for further 

information on existing land use within and surrounding the study area Statewide Smart Growth 

Initiatives formally took effect on October 1, 1998. The intent of Maryland's Smart Growth Act of 

1997 is to direct State funding for growth-related projects to areas designated by local jurisdictions 

as* Priority Funding Areas (PFAs). PFAs are existing communities and other locally designated 

areas as determined by local jurisdictions in accordance with Smart Growth Guidelines. The entire 

study area falls within the PFA therefore, this project is consistent with Smart Growth. 

Since the publication of the October 2002 MD 650 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, additional 

coordination has revealed that the focus of transit studies has changed in the White Oak area. 

Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPW&T) completed a two- 

year study to determine the feasibility of locating a transit center in the White Oak Shopping Center. 

The study expanded on the 7997 White Oak Master Plan recommendation to look at other 

potentially feasible transit center locations in the White Oak area. The prototype for technical 

analysis as the study began was a facility with 500 parking spaces and six bus bays. As the study 

progressed, a decision was made by Montgomery County DPW&T to delay the long-term transit 

study, including the potential for a large-scale transit center at the White Oak Shopping Center. 

Montgomery County DPW&T focused on short-term improvements instead, specifically 

improvements to heavily used bus stops in the vicinity of MD 650 and Lockwood Drive. The final 

study report presents a proposed facility program for the bus stop improvements. Bus pads will be 

installed on New Hampshire Avenue at Lockwood Drive (east and west sides, north of Lockwood 

Drive). According to Montgomery County DPW&T, there are no immediate plans to reinitiate the 

White Oak/Hillandale Transit Center study (see Record of Coordination, Rob Klein, Appendix D). 
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4.          Cultural Resources 

a. Historic Sites 

NOL Historic District 

Located on the east side of MD 650 at 10901 New Hampshire Avenue, the NOL Historic District is 

approximately 1.15 miles north of the Capital Beltway (1-495) and 0.75 mile south of US 29 and 

encompasses 732 acres. The district includes 372 contributing resources as well as a golf course 

that serves as a buffer along the western and southern borders of the district. The NOL Historic 

District is the only historic property within the area of potential effects (APE). There are no 

contributing buildings located within the APE. 

SHA's Selected Alternative would require 7.48 acres of permanent ROW and 1.89 acres of 

temporary easement from the White Oak Golf Course, part of the NOL Historic District. In 

addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual easement would be required for maintenance and access to two 

proposed outfall pipes. Permanent ROW impacts would be necessary for construction of the 

proposed roadway and the Storm Water Management (SWM) facilities. The proposed roadway 

improvements would require impacting the existing golf course layout, including removal of 

fairways and changes to course circulation. 

SHA's Selected Alternative would temporarily impact 1.89 acres of the golf course property for 

construction access. SHA determined that the impacts would have no adverse effect on the NOL 

Historic District. The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurred with this determination 

on January 14, 2002. 

b.     Archeological Sites 

No National Register eligible archeological sites would be impacted by SHA's Selected Alternative. 

The SHPO concurred with this finding on January 14, 2002. Please refer to Chapter VI, Other 

Agency Correspondence. 
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5.        Natural Environment/Ecological Conditions 

a.     Topography and Geology 

SHA's Selected Alternative would affect existing topography in the study area. Earth fill to support 

new road and road embankments would be necessary for the expansion of MD 650. Less 

substantial earth cut and fill would be necessary for grading and widening associated with the 

intersections at Powder Mill Road, Lockwood Drive and the US 29 interchange. Soil will have to 

be removed for the construction of SWM best management practices (BMP). The top bank of the 

SWM facility would be built level with existing grade. 

No unique geologic features or economically important mineral deposits would be affected by the 

Selected Alternative. 

Soils 

1.    Erosion and Sedimentation 

Construction of SHA's Selected Alternative would affect soils, especially by erosion and subsequent 

sedimentation during the construction phase. Such erosion would primarily be caused by removal 

of existing vegetation and placement of unvegetated fill leading to increaspd exposure of soils to 

weather and runoff potential. Sedimentation may increase slightly as soil becomes disturbed and 

subsequently erodes. Several structural, vegetative and operational methods would be used together 

to decrease erosion effects during construction. These control measures may include: 

• conducting work during drier seasons (i.e. autumn and early winter), 

• seeding, sodding and stabilizing slopes as soon as possible to minimize the time of area 
exposure, 

• stabilizing ditches at the tops of cuts and at the bottoms of fill slopes before evacuation and 
formation of embankments, 

• proper use of sediment traps, silt fences, slope drains, water holding areas and other control 
measures, and 

• use of diversion dikes, mulches, netting, energy dissipaters and other physical erosion controls 
on slopes where vegetation cannot be supported. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 



v^ 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 SMA 
A grading plan and sediment and erosion control plan will be prepared and implemented in 

accordance with Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) regulations. The grading and 

sediment control plans will minimize the potential for impacts to water quality from erosion and 

sedimentation. Proper implementation of the control plans will help prevent any erosion that would 

occur during and after construction. Furthermore, temporary and permanent controls are reviewed 

and approved by MDE prior to initiation of work. Measures to prevent erosion in highly susceptible 

areas (i.e., steep slopes) are included in the control plans when necessary. 

c.   Water Resources 

1.   Surface Water and Groundwater 

The study area generally lies on the divide between the Paint Branch watershed to the east and the 

Northwest Branch watershed to the west. Both watersheds are within the Washington Metropolitan 

drainage basin. Paint Branch and its tributaries are classified as Use HI (Natural Trout) waters 

above the Capital Beltway. Northwest Branch and tributaries are Use IV streams (please refer to 

Chapter VI, Other Agency Correspondence). An intermittent stream (a tributary of Paint Branch) 

generally bisects the White Oak Golf Course and drains from north to south. In-stream work is 

prohibited in Use HI streams from October 1st to April 30th of any given year (MDE, COMAR 

26.08.02). There are no perennial streams in the study area. Waterways draining to both Paint 

Branch and Northwest Branch are tributaries to the Anacostia River, a State Scenic and Wild River. 

SHA's Selected Alternative would require the construction of one outfall pipe for each of the two 

proposed SWM facilities. The outfall pipes would provide drainage east from the facilities through 

the golf course property and outfall into a small waterway also located on golf course property in 

the event of a 100 year storm event. The Selected Alternative adds 5.08 acres of impervious area. 

Both SWM ponds combined treat 12.28 acres of impervious area. Both SWM ponds are designed 

with 12-hour detention periods for the one year storm event (Final Stormwater Management Report 

2002). 

SHA's Selected Alternative would not affect aquifer formations or the level of the groundwater 

table because local aquifers are recharged by precipitation throughout the study area. In general, 

fluctuations of the groundwater level depend upon precipitation amounts and temperature. 
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The Selected Alternative has limited potential for groundwater contamination from roadway runoff 

due to the fact that there are closed drainage systems throughout the study area. Possible pollutants 

include engine oil, brake lining, coolant, rubber and road salt. The impacts are limited spatially by 

the natural processes of the soil, so there should be less effect farther from the roadway. 

SHA's Selected Alternative would increase impervious areas by approximately 5.1 acres. To 

minimize adverse effects from road wash, stormwater BMPs would be strictly followed to comply 

with MDE standards. All runoff in the drainage area of Relocated Michelson Road and the 

additional right turn lane added by the Selected Alternative will pass through one of the SWM 

facilities before evaporation or discharge into the intermittent stream. Specific measures to reduce 

runoff include adherence to erosion and sediment control procedures, vegetating and stabilizing 

exposed soil. 

d.    Ecological Effects 

1.   Waterways/Wetlands 

SHA's Selected Alternative would impact 43 linear feet of stream from Waterway A and 50 linear 

feet from Waterway B, for a total of 93 linear feet of stream impact. Stream impacts would be 

required for the installation of SWM outfall pipes. The Selected Alternative would not impact 

Waterway D. In addition, no wetland impacts are anticipated with the Selected Alternative. Please 

refer to Figure 4 waterway and wetland locations within the study area, and Table 1 for a 

description of impacts to the waterways/wetlands in the study area. 

2.  Terrestrial Habitat/Wildlife 

SHA's Selected Alternative would have minimal permanent effects upon a small area of pervious 

ground on the White Oak Golf Course. This existing area does not provide substantial wildlife 

habitat because it is not large enough to be a wildlife corridor or Forest Interior Dwelling Species 

(FIDS) habitat, it is maintained turf or forest as part of the golf course and it provides little use as 

food, cover or nesting area for native wildlife. The Selected Alternative would impact one-half acre 

of forest for the construction of the outfall pipe from the SWM facility south of Mahan Drive. This 

area would be able to revert to forest, but some existing trees may be subject to removal or root 

pruning. The remainder of the affected terrestrial habitat is already urbanized and serves limited 

use as native wildlife habitat. 
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Large trees were defined as those trees having a diameter at breast height (DBH) equal to or greater 

than 24 inches and in good health. Significant trees were defined as those trees having a DBH equal 

to or greater than 75 percent of the DBH of the current state champion for that particular species. 

Ten large trees and no significant trees were identified within the study area (Table 4). The 

construction of the bikeway and sidewalk would impact four red oaks (Quercus rubra) and one 

black cherry (Primus serotina). The fill associated with the road embankment would impact one 

34-inch tulip poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) and the 30-inch sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciflua). 

The stormwater outfall pipe from the southern SWM facility would impact one 32-inch tulip poplar 

associated with the forest stand on the golf course. Table 4 lists the large trees and describes the 

impacts from the Selected Alternative. Please refer to Figure 4 for locations of the large trees. 

Table 4 
Large Trees 

Common Name Scientific Name Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) Impact 
Red Oak Quercus rubra 30" Root prune 
Red Oak Quercus rubra 32" Removal 
Red Oak Quercus rubra 34" Removal 
Red Oak Quercus rubra 37" Root prune 
Black Cherry Prunus serotina 39" Removal 
Tulip Poplar* Liriodendron tulipifera 32" Removal 
Tulip Poplar Liriodendron tulipifera 34" Removal 
Sweet Gum Liquidambar styraciflua 30" Root prune 
Willow Oak Quercus phellos 40" Not impacted 
Willow Oak Quercus phellos 47" Not impacted 
* Within a forest stand 

Per Natural Resources Article 5-103, "Reforestation Law," adopted 1989, amended 1990 and 1991, 

the construction of a highway by a unit of the state: 

1. May cut or clear only the minimum number of trees and other woody plants that are necessary 
and consistent with sound design practices, and 

2. Shall make every reasonable effort to minimize the cutting or clearing of trees and other woody 
plants. 

The Maryland Reforestation Law requires the minimizing of forest clearing, replacement of 

removed wooded areas or contributions to a reforestation fund if forested areas are taken. Every 

effort will be made to minimize the impacts within the project area. All highway construction 

projects utilizing $1 or more of State funding must perform mitigation for forest impacts. Forest 

mitigation is required for any State project that requires one or more acre of impact. SHA's 

Selected Alternative would impact 0.5 acre of woodlands. Therefore, no reforestation mitigation is 

required under the Maryland Reforestation Act. 
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The Selected Alternative will impact eight individual trees. This will require SHA to submit a 

"Roadside Tree Permit" in compliance with the Maryland Reforestation Law. Impacted roadside 

trees can be defined as plants that have woody stem or trunk that grow all, or in part, within the 

ROW of a public road per "Natural Resources Article 5-103, the Reforestation Law" (Maryland 

DNR Forest Service). SHA will submit a Roadside Tree Permit to DNR Forest Service. 

3. Aquatic Wildlife/Habitat 

SHA's Selected Alternative would propose the construction of two SWM outfall pipes that will 

discharge into the Waterways A and B. The quality of storm water discharged would not have any 

adverse effects on the existing water quality. The Selected Alternative would not impact vegetated 

wetlands. The Selected Alternative would have no adverse effect on water quality or aquatic 

habitat, and would therefore have no adverse impact on aquatic wildlife. 

4. Endangered and Threatened Species 

Coordination with the DNR and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) indicated 

that no known federal or state, rare, threatened or endangered (RTE) species were identified within 

the study area. Therefore, none would be affected by SHA's Selected Alternative. 

6.     Noise 

Six Noise Sensitive Areas (NSAs), were identified in the study corridor. A total of 41 receptors 

were identified to represent noise sensitive land uses within the six NSAs. The location of these 

NSAs and receptor locations are shown on Figure 7. The projected 2025 design-year noise levels 

indicate that the FHWA Noise Abatement Criterion (67dBA) is approached (66dBA) or exceeded at 

five of the six NSAs associated with SHA's Selected Alternative. Sound barriers are not feasible or 

reasonable at the six NSAs due to the following reasons: 

• SHA's vehicular/pedestrian access and no-build vs. build relationship criteria, 

• desirable construction width required for a sound barrier, 

• cost per benefited residence criteria, 

• seasonal and transient nature of the activities taking place on the property, and 

• lack of capacity enhancing improvements affecting the highway noise environment. 
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The following summarizes noise abatement evaluation for each NSA: 

NSA1 

NSA 1 (represented by Receptor 1-1) is a two-story brick church (Our Savior Episcopal Church) in 

the northeast quadrant of the MD650/Powder Mill Road intersection. A sound barrier at NSA 1 is 

considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA's vehicular/pedestrian access and no-build vs. 

build relationship criteria (3 dBA or less difference between build and no-build noise levels). If a 

sound barrier were to be constructed at this NSA, a gap or opening would be required for the access 

drive, as well as Greenacres Drive to maintain access to the church and adjacent community. Gaps 

or openings of this nature for vehicular access and desirable sight distance at the access point would 

reduce the achievable barrier insertion loss and compromise the sound barrier's effectiveness. 

NSA 2 

NSA 2 (represented by Receptors 2-1 to 2-23) consists of two residential communities (Hillandale 

Heights and Burnt Mills Knolls) on the west side of MD 650, between Chalmers Road and 

Lockwood Drive. A sound barrier at NSA 2 is considered not feasible or reasonable based on 

SHA's vehicular/pedestrian access and no-build vs. build relationship criteria, as well as the 

desirable construction width required for a sound barrier. If a sound barrier were to be constructed 

between Chalmers Road and Ruppert Road, gaps or openings would be required to maintain access 

for Chalmers Road, Ruppert Road and the private driveways to MD 650. The same applies for a 

sound barrier between Ruppert Road and Lockwood Drive. Gaps or openings of this nature for 

vehicular access and desirable sight distance at the access points would reduce the achievable 

barrier insertion loss and compromise the sound barrier's effectiveness. If the sound barrier would 

be constructed in the grassy area between the service road and the MD 650 southbound roadway, 

the need for driveway gaps would be eliminated but gaps would still be required to allow access 

points at Ruppert Road, Schindler Drive, McCeney Avenue and Northwest Drive. In addition, the 

grassy area is quite narrow and is generally insufficient in width for the physical construction of a 

sound barrier. Lastly, the grassy area contains a line of utility poles and associated transmission 

lines, which would require relocation. 
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NSA3 

NSA 3 (represented by Receptors 3-1 to 3-7) is the White Oak Golf Course, Ipcated on the east side 

of MD 650 between Chalmers Road and existing Michelson Road. A sound barrier at NSA 3 is 

considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA's vehicular/pedestriafl access, no-build vs. 

build relationship, the cost per benefited residence criteria and the seasonal and transient nature of 

the activities taking place on the property. If a sound barrier were to be constructed, it would 

require gaps or openings to provide pedestrian and vehicular access and desirable sight distances at 

Mahan Drive, Relocated Michelson Road and private driveways north and south of the golf course 

property. Gaps or openings of this nature would reduce the achievable barrier insertion loss and 

compromise the sound barrier's effectiveness. 

NSA 4 

NSA 4 (represented by Receptor 4-1) is the Berkshire Towers, three nirieteen-story apartment 

buildings on the west side of MD 650 between Lockwood Drive and US 29.  NSA 4 will not be 

impacted. 

NSA 5 

NSA 5 (represented by Receptors 5-1 to 5-8) consists of a community of single-family residences 

on Sonata Way. A sound barrier at NSA 5 is considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA's 

vehicular/pedestrian access, no-build vs. build relationship, cumulative effects criteria and the lack 

of capacity enhancing improvements affecting the highway noise environment. If a sound barrier 

were to be constructed, gaps or openings would be required to maintain access for Milestone Drive, 

Quaint Acres Drive and the private driveway to MD 650 for the St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Gaps 

or openings of this nature would reduce the achievable barrier insertion loss and compromise the 

sound barrier's effectiveness. The improvements proposed for this arba are limited to the 

reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on-ramp to provide a tighter radius and the provision of a 

double left-turn from northbound MD 650 to the southbound on-ramp, neither of which are 

considered capacity enhancements. 

NSA 6 

NSA 6 (represented by Receptor 6-1) consists of two single-family residences and an assisted living 

center (currently under construction) north of the US 29 underpass.   A sound barrier at NSA 6 is 
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considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA's vehicular/pedestrian access, no-build vs. 

build relationship, cumulative effects and aesthetics criteria. If a sound barrier were to be 

constructed, gaps or openings would be required to maintain access and provide desirable sight 

distance for the new subdivision roadway under construction opposite Quaint Acres Drive and the 

entrance to the library on MD 650. Gaps or openings of this nature would reduce the achievable 

barrier insertion loss and compromise the sound barrier's effectiveness. In addition, a barrier of the 

height required could present a visual impact for residents west of MD 650 and travelers on MD 

650 and the US 29 southbound off-ramp. 

Construction Impacts 

Land uses that are sensitive to vehicular noise would also be sensitive to construction noise. 

Although highway construction is a short-term condition, it can cause significant noise impacts. 

Additionally, it is possible that some construction may occur at night to avoid severe traffic impacts. 

The extent and severity of the noise impact would depend upon the phase of construction and the 

noise characteristics of the construction equipment in use. Construction would have direct impact 

on receptors located close to the construction site and would have an indirect impact on receptors 

located near roadways where traffic flow characteristics are altered due to re-routing of vehicles 

from the construction area. 

7.     Air Quality 

a.     Objectives and Types of Analysis 

This analysis will serve as support documentation for the project and has been prepared in 

accordance with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), FHWA, and SHA guidelines. 

CO impacts are analyzed as the accepted indicator of vehicle-generated air pollution. The CO 

microscale analysis indicates that overall air quality in the project area will improve as a result of 

SHA's Selected Alternative. Under the No-Build Alternative, the increased vehicle volume 

forecasted for the project area in the future would overburden the existing roadway configurations 

extending queue lengths from signalized intersections. The Selected Alternative would add lane 

capacity for the additional vehicles and improve the signal timing for the new configuration. This 

will result in more efficient vehicle movement at intersections and reduce the overall queue length 

of idling 
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vehicles waiting to make left turns. The improved movements, shorter queue lengths and more 

efficient timing of signals will ultimately improve the CO emissions at signalized intersections with 

the Selected Alternative. 

b. Construction Impacts 

The construction phase of the proposed project has the potential to impact the local ambient air 

quality by generating fugitive dust through activities such as demolition and materials handling. 

SHA has addressed this possibility by establishing "Standard Specifications for Construction and 

Materials" which specifies procedures to be followed by contractors involved in site work. 

The Maryland Air and Radiations Management Administration was consulted to determine the 

adequacy of the "Specifications" in terms of satisfying the requirements of the "Regulations 

Governing the Control of Air Pollution in the State of Maryland". It found the specifications to be 

consistent with the requirements of these regulations. Therefore, during the construction period, all 

appropriate measures (Code of Maryland Regulations 26.11.03D) would be incorporated to 

minimize the impact of the proposed transportation improvements on the air quality of the study 

area. 

c. Receptor Site Locations 

Fifty-nine air quality receptors were selected to represent air quality sensitive locations within the 

study area. Five hotspot intersection locations were selected for a detailed CO analysis. The five 

intersections consisted of 50 air quality receptors. The hotspot intersections are: 

• MD 650/Powder Mill Road 

• MD 650/Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive 

• MD 650/Michelson Road 

• MD 650/Lockwood Drive 

• MD 650/US 29 Interchange 
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The remaining nine receptors were placed at sensitive receptor locations such as near sidewalks, 

residential dwellings, schools, churches or parks. For detailed receptor locations, please refer to the 

MD 650 (from 1-495 to US 29) Intersection Improvements, Air Quality Technical Analysis Report. 

d.     Results of the Microscale Analysis 

The results of the predicted CO concentrations for both the No-Build and Build Alternative for the 

build (2007) and design (2025) years are described in detail below. For additional technical 

information regarding the CO microscale analysis, refer to the MD 650 (from 1-495 to US 29) 

Intersection Improvements, Air Quality Technical Analysis Report. Receptor CO concentrations for 

the 2025 No-Build Alternative exceeded the State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

(S/NAAQS) for the 1-hour (35.0 ppm) and 8-hour (9.0 ppm) analyses. No receptor CO 

concentration exceeded the 1-hour S/NAAQS standard (35.0 ppm) or the 8-hour standard (9.0 ppm) 

for the 2007 No-Build and 2007 Build Alternatives. No CO concentrations exceeded the S/NAAQS 

for the 2025 Build Alternative. 

The CO concentrations for the 2007 Build Alternative were generally higher than that of the 2007 

No-Build Alternative. The higher CO concentrations in the 2007 Build Alternative may be due to 

greater predicted traffic volumes occurring in the project study area. Relative comparison of the 

2025 No-Build Alternative versus the 2025 Build Alternative identified that CO concentrations for 

the No-Build Alternative were generally higher than the Build Alternative. This was likely due to 

the constrained capacity of the roadway to handle forecasted traffic for the year 2025. Both the 

2025 No-Build Alternative and the 2025 Build Alternative experienced elevated concentrations of 

CO at the intersections of MD 650 with Powder Mill Road, Michelson Road and Lockwood Drive. 

This was expected due to vehicle idle emissions in queue at the signalized intersections. The only 

violations of the S/NAAQS occurred at the intersection of MD 650 and Powder Mill Road. The 

2025 No-Build Alternative analysis predicted that Receptors 5, 9 and 10 exceed the eight-hour 

standard (9.0 ppm), while Receptors 11 and 12 exceed the 1-hour standard (35.0 ppm). These 

elevated levels in the 2025 No-Build Alternative may be explained because of the increased traffic 

volumes and the longer queue lengths at the MD 650/Powder Mill Road intersection. However, the 

2025 No-Build Alternative was not designed to function properly with increased predicted traffic 

volumes. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 



5 

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 

'i 
SMA 

Receptor 5 was located on the northeast comer of the MD 650/Powder Mill Road intersection. This 

receptor CO concentration of 9.2 ppm exceeded the 8-hour S/NAAQS criteria of 9.0 ppm in the 

2025 No-Build Alternative. The 2025 No-Build Alternative did not contain additional lane 

assignments for the additional traffic volumes predicted for the 2025 model year. The additional 

traffic volumes and longer queue lengths predicted for westbound Powder Mill Road in the 2025 

model year resulted in 8-hour CO violations. 

Receptors 9 through 12 were located at the northwest comer of the MD ^50/Powder Mill Road 

intersection (Figure 7). The model predicted that Receptors 9 (11.7 ppm) arid 10 (9.9 ppm) would 

have CO concentrations that exceeded the 8-hour S/NAAQS criteria for the 2025 No-Build 

Alternative. Receptors 11 (37.7 ppm) and 12 (37.2 ppm) exceeded the 1-hour standard of 35 ppm 

for the 2025 No-Build Alternative. The violations occurred in the 2025 morning rush hour model. 

The 2025 No-Build Alternative was not designed to accommodate the increase in predicted traffic 

for the 2025 analysis year. The predicted traffic volume moving southbound in the morning rush 

hour was 5,595 vehicles on the existing three through lanes and one left turn lane. It was expected 

that CO violations existed in the 2025 No-Build Alternative. 

e.      Conformity with Regional Air Quality Planning 

This project is located in Montgomery County, Maryland. The County is not designated as a non- 

attainment area for CO or particulate matter (PMio), but is designated as a non-attainment area for 

ozone (O3). The MD 650 improvement is identified in the 2001 - 2006 Transportation 

Improvement Plan (TIP) and the Year 2000 Constrained Long Range Plan (CLRP). The MD 650 

project is categorized in the CLRP's Projects under Major Study as a component of the East West 

Link Improvements. The projects included in the TIP and CLRP are consistent with the air quality 

budgets set forth in the State Implementation Plan (SIP) Phase II Attainment Plan. The Phase n 

Plan has been prepared by the Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee to comply with the 

Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 and with an EPA memorandum dated March 2, 1995 on the 

phased attainment demonstration process. Because the project was considered in the region's 

CLRP as a study, it may be subject to a future conformity determination once its design has been 

completed. Meeting conformity requirements in future years may require the implementation of 

additional transportation control measures that reduce vehicle miles traveled. Employer based 

TCMs in the study area include the services provided through the "Commuter Connections" 
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program. "Commuter Connections", a service provided through the Metropolitan Council of 

Governments, assists commuters in finding a commute alternative to the single occupant vehicle 

(SOV) trip. Their services include ride-matching assistance to help employees in locating potential 

carpool/vanpool matches and guaranteed ride home programs. Additional TCMs that reduce the 

need for SOV trips that are in use at the current FDA facility includes parking space incentives for 

carpool/vanpool users and flexible work hour programs. Bus service between the FDA site and the 

Silver Spring Metrorail Station is also available providing an alternative to SOV trips. Since the 

FDA is a federal government agency, GS A has agreed to implement these types of TCMs to reduce 

emissions {1997 FEIS). Please refer to IILC. Project History for a description of transportation 

management strategies, such as transit usage and carpooling. 

8.      Hazardous Materials 

a.     Initial Site Assessment (ISA) 

The study area was inspected on November 14, 2001.   For the purposes of this hazardous waste 

ISA, general site characteristics were examined. The site inspection focused on the following areas 

of concern: 

Underground Storage Tank (USTs)/Aboveground 
Storage Tank (ASTs) 
Storage, handling and disposal of hazardous 
substances 
Waste disposal areas 

Stained soils, gravel or pavement 

Electrical transformers 

Odors 

Collection ponds 

Stressed vegetation 

Discolored water/seeps/discharges 

Other potential  areas  of concern 

b.     File Review and Agency Coordination 

The Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection and MDE were contacted to 

obtain information on properties within the study area. According to the Montgomery County 

Department of Environmental Protection, no records were found in their database indicating any 

environmental problems investigated by their office. A file review with MDE was also conducted. 

MDE had several files for sites identified within the study area. The results of the MDE file review 

regarding tank removal, corrective actions and site monitoring were considered in the assessment of 

environmental contamination potential. 
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c.   Site Inspection 

A total of 39 sites with potential environmental concerns were identified in the study area during the 

ISA investigation. The following sites were included in the inspection: 

• Active gasoline stations 

• Former gasoline stations 

• Vehicle repair shops 

• Dry cleaners 

• Facilities with USTs 

• Businesses with large or small quantity hazardous waste generator permits 

Many of these properties were included because of the materials handled on site and the nature of 

activities conducted, not because of a verified presence of soil and/or groundwater contamination. 

d.     Conclusions and Recommendations 

SHA guidelines for performing an ISA and the ASTM E 1527-00 Standard Practice for 

Environmental Site Assessment: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process were followed. 

The database search documented a number of sites where USTs have been removed or are 

permanently out of service. The Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR 26.10.10.02, Code of 

Maryland Regulations is a Maryland state regulation which regulates waste material. Title 26 - 

Department of the Environment, Subtitle 10 - Oil Pollution and Tank Management, Chapter 10 - 

Out-of-Service UST Systems and Closure, Section 2 - Permanent Closure and Changes-In-Services) 

requires that USTs be removed from the ground or, with MDE apprpval, filled with an inert 

material. Before a UST site is closed, the owner must determine if a release occurred. If evidence 

of a release exists, the owners must begin corrective action according to COMAR 26.10.03 (Title 

26, Department of the Environment, Subtitle 10 - Oil Pollution and Tank Management, Chapter 3 - 

UST Systems: Design, Construction, Installation and Notification). 

Should a property with underground storage tanks be impacted by the project, the USTs would need 

to be removed in accordance with all applicable local and state regulations (COMAR 26.10.10.02). 

Although some gasoline stations will be impacted by a slight expansion of ROW, no underground 
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storage tanks will be affected. The US NSWC is listed as a site with high potential for Hazardous 

Waste. However the ROW expansion occurs entirely on the White Oak Golf Course. The history 

of the White Oak Golf Course does not indicate a presence of hazardous materials or waste 

disposal. Therefore, no sites within the project area are anticipated to pose a threat to construction 

activities or ROW expansion. 

G.        Secondary and Cumulative Effects Analysis 

A Secondary and Cumulative Effects Analysis (SCEA) was performed in compliance with the 

NEPA and Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations that require the secondary and 

cumulative effects on the project be examined (40 CFR 1508.25 (c)). 

1.      Scoping 

a.      Resources 

Resources considered in the SCEA are those that are directly impacted by the project alternatives 

and those resources impacted from any secondary development that would be the result of the 

project's action. Coordination initiated with the M-NCPPC concluded that no secondary 

development is contingent upon implementation of SHA's Selected Alternative. Other sources that 

were referenced regarding secondary development included the 1997 White Oak Master Plan and 

the 1997 USD A FEIS. An environmental inventory identified three resources that are impacted by 

the project alternatives. The resources considered in the SCEA and how they will be analyzed is 

presented in Table 5. 

Table 5 
SCEA Resources 

Resource Analysis Methodology 

Waters of 
the US 

Evaluate published trends of watersheds to estimate past impacts to Waters of the US. Trends analysis will 
be supported with population and employment data for the future time frames to show the effect that growth 
pressures have on this resource. 

Recreational 
Facilities 

Inventory recreational facilities, parklands and schools from Environmental Systems Research Institute 
(ESRI) data, ADC maps and the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan (PROS Plan). Overlay future land 
use in relation to existing recreational facilities to identify impacts. Support overlay analysis with 
population and employment data to show the effect that growth pressures have on this type of resource. 

Historic 
Inventory National Register and/or Maryland Inventory sites within the SCEA boundary. Overlay future 
land use in relation to existing historic properties to identify impacts. Support overlay analysis with 
population and employment data to show the effect that growth pressures have on this resource. 
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b. Boundary 

The establishment of the SCEA boundary is a synthesis of all sub-boundaries into one overall 

SCEA boundary and considered available data for all the sub-boundaries relevant to the proposed 

action. The sub-boundaries considered in establishing the SCEA boundary ate listed below. 

• Direct Impacts •    Census Tracts 

• Area of Traffic Influence •    County Planning Area 

• Subwatersheds •    Sewer and Water Service 

Figure 8 shows the SCEA boundary in relation to the Area of Traffic Influence, Subwatershed, 

Census Tracts and Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZs) sub-boundaries iiito the overall SCEA 

geographical boundary. All sub-boundaries were considered in establishing the SCEA boundary 

but only those sub-boundaries influencing the shape of the SCEA boundary are shown on Figure 8. 

c. Time Frame 

1.   Past Time Frame 

Data collected to determine the past time frame include events with historic consequence to the 

development of the SCEA study area. The following events/policy decisions were considered when 

determining the past time frame, however the past time frame was not significantly influenced by 

these events/policies: 

• 1954-64 Opening/Expansions of 1-495 

• 1964 General Plan (Wedges and Corridors) 

• 1981 Eastern Montgomery County Master Plan 

1980 was selected as the past time frame limit. A sewer moratorium for eastern Montgomery 

County was lifted in 1980. The result helped initiate rapid development of the US 29 corridor in 

Montgomery and Howard Counties. The selection of 1980 as the past time frame limit is 

substantiated by trends that show the SCEA study area decreasing in population by 37 percent from 

1970 to 1980 and increasing in population by 50 percent in the period from 1980 to 1990 (Figure 

9). 
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2.        Future Time Frame 

The year 2007 is proposed as the SCEA's future time frame limit. 2007 is the design year of the 

project and represents the timcframe in which travel forecasting land use assumptions were 

conducted for the project. 

2.   Analysis 

a.   Land Use Scenarios 

1.   Past 

The primary data source available for establishing land use in the 1980 time period is the 

Montgomery County Eastern Montgomery County Planning Area Master Plan.  This Master Plan 

identifies land use, zoning, transportation and public facilities for the year 1979. 

There are seven land use classifications that that make-up the Master Plan including: 

• Single Family 

• Apartments 

• Commercial and Office 

• Industrial 

• Public Parkland 

• Public and Semi-Public 

Agricultural, Woodland, Vacant 

The SCEA boundary consists of six land use classifications with Public Parkland (39%) and 

Agricultural/Vacant land (22%) making up the majority of land use. 
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2. Present 

The present land use scenario established for the SCEA is based on the 1997 White Oak Master 

Plan. The SCEA boundary consists of seven land use classifications with Single Family Residential 

(50%) making up the majority. 

The present land use scenario was updated based on proposed development (one to five years 

beyond present year), as defined in the 7997 White Oak Master Plan. According to the Master 

Plan, the Milestone Drive Properties, located at the intersection of US 29 and MD 650, was the only 

undeveloped area within the SCEA Boundary. Since publication of the 7997 White Oak Master 

Plan, the property has been developed into a mixed residential community. This site consists of 37 

developable acres and is appropriate for single-family detached units and single-family attached 

units. Two transportation projects, intersection improvements at MD 650/Lockwood Drive and US 

29/Stewart Lane, have been completed in the present timeframe but do not alter the underlying land 

use of the SCEA boundary. The proposed land development for this area is consistent with the base 

land use scenario established in the Master Plan. 

3. Future 

According to the 7997 White Oak Master Plan, commercial and transit development planned for the 

study area is consistent with present land use. The Master Plan supports and reinforces the existing 

land use patterns of the 7997 White Oak Master Plan communities and encourages development in 

the commercial centers that will strengthen their function and sense of place. 

The future land use scenario was established by overlaying parcels of land recommended for 

rezoning or development in the 7997 White Oak Master Plan, with the present land use scenario. 

Each of the land parcels greater than ten acres overlaid on the present land use scenario is 

summarized in Table 6 and shown on Figure 10. No major transportation projects are planned for 

the future timeframe (beyond the year 2007). 
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Table 6 
Future Land Development 

Property Property 
Size 

Existing 
Land Use 

Proposed 
Development 

'.-.[   : ..Zoning., 

Hillandale 
Commercial Center 

31.4 Acres Commercial Require Properties to 
provide a "Main Street" 
Development 

Mairttain Commercial Zoning 

Burnt Mills 
Commercial Center 

17.6 Acres Commercial Redevelopment of 
Manor Care 
International 

Rezone 5.88 acres of C-2 
(General Commercial) to C-4 
(Linjited Commercial). 

The future land use in the SCEA geographical boundary for the year 2007 \yill remain similar to the 

existing scenario. Development of land parcels described above may alter the appearance of small 

isolated land areas, but are unlikely to change the overall land use from its current condition. 

b.  SCEA Resources 

1.   Waters of the US (WUS) 

Impacts to WUS examined trends in watershed quality for the Middle Pptomac River Basin and 

Anacostia River Watersheds. The SCEA boundary is contained in both watersheds. The Anacostia 

River and two unnamed tributaries are contained within the SCEA boundary {Figure 11). 

a.   Past 

According to the Maryland DNR Watershed Profile for the Anacostia River Watershed, past and 

current stresses to surface water quality in the SCEA area include agricultural runoff, stormwater 

runoff and sedimentation/siltation due to development. 

Data obtained from the Middle Potomac Watershed Status and Trends Report indicates that there is 

a general improvement in water quality in the Middle Potomac River Basin resulting from the 

overall decreasing trend in phosphorus concentrations from 1985 to 2000. The nitrogen levels have 

shown no trend over this same time frame. The status for dissolved oxygen content has been good. 
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The Potomac Washington Metro Basin Environmental Assessment of Stream Conditions report 

indicated that both fish habitat and benthos indicate substantial problems with stream resources in 

the basin. These problems are a direct result of urbanization within the watershed. The basin has 

the highest percentage of urban land use (45 percent or 192 square miles) of all 18 major river 

basins in the State of Maryland. 

b.  Future 

SHA's Selected Alternative would increase impervious areas by approximately 5.1 acres. SHA is 

constructing two SWM facilities to treat the additional impervious surfaces required under the 

Selected Alternative. According to GSA's 1997 FEIS, the proposed FDA facility consolidation will 

increase impervious area by approximately 29 acres on the main FDA site and 17 acres on the 

remote parking area. Impervious areas increase the amount of runoff that is discharged into 

receiving streams. Cumulative impacts from the FDA site and the Selected Alternative include 

increased levels of sedimentation, pollutants and thermal loading in the receiving streams. Impacts 

from these increases in impervious areas would be mitigated through the use of BMP's during and 

after construction. Refer to GSA's 7997 FEIS regarding detailed proposed SWM on the FDA site. 

Trends analysis (other than the Selected Alternative and FDA's consolidation project) shows that 

development pressures continue to add stress to WUS habitat inside the SCEA geographical 

boundary. According to the M-NCPPC forecasts, future population is expected to increase ten 

percent between the years 2000 and 2010 for Montgomery County and seven percent for the State 

of Maryland. 

Overlay analysis shows that one of the vacant land parcels will occur in areas of WUS. The Dow 

Jones parcel (15.76 acres), located on US 29, currently contains a small technology and Business 

Park covering a portion of the lot. The remainder of the parcel is vacant. Future development of 

this parcel will transform the vacant portion of the parcel to residential use. However, in order to 

provide protection of the existing stream valley, the plan recommends that a 50-feet buffer be 

retained on the property to ensure compatibility with future residential development. The 7997 

White Oak Master Plan identifies the need to protect and enhance the natural resources in order to 
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sustain a stable and healthy biological environment. To minimize further degradation of WUS a 

number of laws and regulations are applicable to preserving this land in the future timeframe. They 

include: 

•    Clean Water Act, Section 404 

•    Clean Water Act, Section 401 
(Water Quality Certification) 

• Maryland Waterway Construction Statute (COMAR) 26.17.04 

• Maryland Planning Act, 1992 

2. Historic Resources 

Evaluation of historic resources included overlaying National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 

and Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties with the future land use scenario. One National 

Register Property (Rachel Carson House) and 11 properties (including Rachel Carson House) listed 

in the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties are contained within the SCEA geographical 

boundary. These properties are shown on Figure 12. 

a. Past 

Records show that trends in the elimination or protection of historic sites in the past time frame are 

not readily available. For these reasons, a past to present trend was not conducted for these 

resources. 

b. Future 

Future assessment of historic properties included overlaying future development on the locations of 

existing known historic properties. Overlay analysis indicated that no NRHP or Maryland 

Inventory of Historic Properties listings would be affected by future development in the study area. 

3. Recreational Facilities 

Data sources from the PROS Plan, ESRI Institution data set and the Montgomery County ADC map 

identified eleven recreational facilities contained in the SCEA boundary (Figure 10). 
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a. Past 

Records show that trends in the elimination or protection of recreational facilities in the past 

timeframe are not readily available. Because of this, a past to present trend was not conducted for 

these resources. 

b. Future 

Future assessment of recreation facilities included overlaying future development on the locations 

of existing known recreational facilities. Overlay analysis determined no recreational facilities 

would be affected by future development. 

4.       Conclusions 

a. Waters of the US 

Waters of the US in the past to present time frame have experienced cumulative effects due to rapid 

residential and employment growth between 1980 and 2000. The rapid development has contributed 

to the loss of parkland and agricultural/vacant land inside the SCEA boundary. Despite the 

occurrence of cumulative effects to WUS, the style of growth that did occur is consistent with the 

goals set forth by the Eastern Montgomery County Master Plan. 

The development in the past time frame occurred in a corridor designated for residential and 

commercial growth in the 1969 General Plan. The 1969 General Plan is an updated version of the 

1964 plan. This is based on the concept of Wedges and Corridors and is a general plan for the 

Maryland-Washington regional district for Montgomery and Prince George's Counties. 

No cumulative effects to WUS are expected to occur in the SCEA geographical boundary for the 

future time frame. Environmental and conservation programs/laws previously listed in Section 

IH.G.2.b.l.b. will minimize impacts from future development. 

b. Historic Resources 

Construction of the proposed new FDA headquarters will involve the demolition of nearly all of the 

"100 Area" buildings within an area of approximately 130 acres on the western portion of the site. 

Only Building 100, a Non-Contributing resource, and part of the Main Administration Building's 
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facade (Building 1) will be retained within this area. As a result of the construction of the Remote 

Parking Facility on a 40 acre parcel near the center of the site, approximately 46 contributing 

historic district resources were demolished within "100 Area". 

SHA's Selected Alternative will have a direct permanent impact of 7.48 acres, 0.48 acres of 

perpetual easement and 1.89 acres of temporary impact to the White Oak Golf Course, part of the 

NOL Historic District. SHA's proposed project does not require demolition of any buildings. SHA 

determined that the impacts would have no adverse effect on the NOL Historic District and the 

SHPO concurred with this determination on January 14, 2002. Therefore, SHA's project will have 

no additional cumulative effects to historic resources. 

Cumulative effects are not expected to occur in the future time frame due to national and county 

preservation regulations that protect historic resources. These regulations and preservation 

programs include the Master Plan for Montgomery County Historic Preservation, the Historic 

Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code and Section 4(f) of the U.S. 

Department of Transportation Act of 1966. Future development and transportation projects do not 

impact any of the historic resources, including the NOL Historic District, identified in the SCEA 

Boundary. 

c.      Recreational Facilities 

No cumulative effects to recreational facilities are expected to occur in the future time frame. 

Potential impacts to recreation facilities due to population and employment growth would be 

minimized by local and national laws designed to protect public facilities used for recreation 

including 49 U.S.C. Section 303 and FHWA Regulation - 23 CFR 771.135. 
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IV. FINAL SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION 

A. Introduction 

Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (49 USC 303 (c)) permits the use 

of land from a significant publicly-owned public park or recreation area, wildlife refuge or historic 

site (as determined by the officials having jurisdiction over the park, recreation area, refuge or site) 

only if there are no feasible and prudent alternatives to using that land. The action must also 

include all possible planning to minimize harm to the protected property resulting from this use. 

The requirements of Section 4(f) apply to this project because SHA's Selected Alternative would 

require use of land from the White Oak Golf Course. The White Oak Golf Course is a contributing 

element of the Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL) Historic District and is classified as a publicly- 

owned public recreational land. The White Oak Golf Course is situated in the extreme western 

portion of GSA's property, immediately adjacent to MD 650. The Selected Alternative would 

impact the golf course by widening MD 650 to the east, encroaching within the golf course 

boundary. The proposed MD 650 improvements are necessary to accommodate additional highway 

traffic and capacity needs associated with future anticipated development in the area. FDA's 

consolidation will substantially contribute to the volume of traffic flow in this area. Therefore, 

impacts to this Section 4(f) resource are necessary to provide adequate transportation improvements 

to support the traffic needs associated with FDA's consolidation and other future projected new 

development that would add traffic to the MD 650 corridor. 

B. Proposed Action 

The purpose of this project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder 

Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The proposed action involves the widening 

of MD 650 from approximately Acres Drive to Chalmers Drive (Figure 4). The proposed typical 

section would include four through-lanes in the northbound direction and three through lanes in the 

southbound direction. The typical section would also include a median of variable width that would 

range from 16 to 40 feet. Widening will also occur on Powder Mill Road, Mahan Road and 

Lockwood Drive. The proposed scope of work includes the installation of two SWM ponds, an 

access road, inlets and outfalls, landscaping, milling and resurfacing existing pavement and 

construction of medians, curbs and gutters, bikeways and sidewalks. The project also includes the 
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relocation of Michelson Road (to be constructed by others) to a new location across from Northwest 

Drive, the relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 southbound ramp and the widening of the US 

29 northbound ramp. Refer to Chapters I and HI for more detail on SHA's Selected Alternative. 

C. Description of Section 4(f) Resources 

The White Oak Golf Course (Photos 1 and 2) is located on the east side of MD 650. In 1995, the 

closure of the former Naval Service Warfare Center (NSWC) on New Hampshire Avenue was 

announced as part of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990. The White Oak 

Federal Center, comprising 730 acres, includes a nine-hole golf course that Served as a buffer area 

to the former naval activities. The golf course was developed by an employee group in the 1950s 

and was operated and maintained by the group for the exclusive use of their members. The 

employee group relinquished their control of the course effective January 1, 1997. 

Photo 1: White Oak Golf Course Photo 2: White Oak Golf Course from MD 650 

The Department of the Navy granted the M-NCPPC a temporary license to operate the golf course, 

and the course was opened to the public in July, 1997. The license wa^ to continue following 

transfer of the administrative jurisdiction of the NSWC from the Navy to the GSA, on October 18, 

1997 and remained in place until the M-NCPPC and GSA entered into a service contract for the golf 

course. The term of the service contract expired on October 31, 2000. The M-NCPPC is currently 

negotiating with the GSA to continue operating the course during the planning process of long-term 

improvements to the course. 
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A Navy employee group developed the golf course in the 1950s, with no Navy-appointed funds 

used for its construction and maintenance. Initially, membership was restricted to military and 

civilian employees of NOL. For community relations, membership was opened to residents in the 

surrounding communities by the 1960s. The Navy relinquished its control of the course effective 

January 1,1997. 

D. Impacts on Section 4(f) Resources 

SHA's Selected Alternative would impact the White Oak Golf Course/NOL Historic District by 

widening MD 650 to the east, encroaching within the western perimeter of the property. Impacts to 

this Section 4(f) resource are necessary to provide adequate transportation improvements to support 

the traffic needs associated with FDA's consolidation and other future projected new development 

in the area. These impacts would occur as a result of the proposed widening of MD 650 for an 

additional northbound through lane along MD 650 and the turn lane from northbound MD 650 to 

Mahan Drive and the proposed turning movements to/from Relocated Michelson Road. Additional 

property impacts would occur for the proposed relocated Michelson Road (to be constructed by 

others). Relocated Michelson Road is proposed south of its current location. The Relocated 

Michelson Road would shift the existing Michelson Road/MD 650 intersection approximately 550 

feet south, across from Northwest Drive. 

Impacts to the Section 4(f) resource will also occur as a result of two proposed SWM facilities 

within the White Oak Golf Course property/NOL Historic District. SHA determined that the SWM 

ponds are the most feasible alternative for managing stormwater runoff as opposed to the alternative 

of excavating portions of MD 650 for placement of stormwater drainage pipes parallel to 

northbound MD 650. One of the SWM facilities would be located on the southern portion of the 

golf course and would be approximately 1.59 acres in size. An additional facility would be located 

on the northern section of the property, north of the proposed Relocated Michelson Road and would 

be approximately 1.24 acres in size. Both permanent and temporary impacts to the golf course 

would occur as a result of the proposed roadway improvements and SWM facilities. 

Such impacts constitute a Section 4(f) "use" as defined in 23 CFR 771.135 (Section 4(f)) (49 U.S.C. 

303).   SHA requested a no adverse effect determination for this project from the State Historic 

Finding of No Significant Impact 



73 

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 S 
Preservation Officer (SHPO). The SHPO concurred with SHA's no adverse effect determination 

(January 14, 2002). Please refer to Chapter VI, Other Agency Correspondence. 

SHA's Selected Alternative would require 7.48 acres of permanent ROW and 1.89 acres of 

temporary easement from the golf course property. In addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual easement 

will be required for maintenance and access to two proposed outfall pipes. Section 4(f) impacts will 

result not only from the roadway widening, but also from the installation of two SWM ponds. 

Table 7 
Summary of Impacts to the White Oak Golf Course 

Alternative 
Impacts to White Oak Golf Course 

Proposed 
ROW 

Perpetual 
Easement 

Temporary 
Easement 

Selected Alternative 7.48 acres 0.48 acres 1.89 acres 

The outfall pipes would extend from each of the SWM facilities, drain east through the golf course 

property and outfall into a small waterway also located on the golf course property (Figure 4). A 

perpetual easement is necessary at these two locations to allow SHA to maintain these outfall pipes. 

The proposed improvements would require 1.89 acres of temporary easement from the golf course 

property. Types of temporary impacts necessary for construction of the project include areas 

needed to temporarily install erosion and sediment control measures during construction (removed 

immediately after construction) and areas needed for construction access to allow equipment on site 

to construct the roadway, embankments and SWM facilities. In general, temporary impacts extend 

approximately 15 feet beyond SHA's proposed ROW and will not result in modification to existing 

terrain. These temporary impacts require SHA to obtain temporary use concurrence from agencies 

with jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) property. The FHWA has determined that the requirements 

of Section 4(f) do not apply to the temporary use of a publicly-owned public recreational area when 

officials with jurisdiction over the resource indicate their agreements with the five criteria outlined 

below. As part of this project, SHA formally requested concurrence from GSA, M-NCPPC and 

MHT with the Section 4(f) criteria of temporary use of the golf course since these agencies have 

jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) property. 
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All of these agencies (M-NCPPC, MHT, and GSA) concurred that the requirements of Section 4(f) 

would not apply in this instance to 1.89 acre of temporary easement based on the following criteria: 

• The duration of the use will be temporary and less than the time needed for construction of 
the project. 

The temporary use of the NOL golf course for grading will be completed prior to the final 

completion of the MD 650 improvements. 

• The ownership of the property will not change or result in the retention of long term or 
indefinite interests in the land for transportation purposes. 

The ownership of the NOL golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA ROW will remain 

with GSA, leased by the M-NCPPC, and will continue to be maintained by M-NCPPC. 

• The scope of the work will be minor, in which the nature and magnitude of the changes to 
the resource will be minimal. 

Temporary use of the NOL golf course property will be required due to grading within the vicinity 

of the proposed SWM facilities, bike paths, sidewalks, and access roads. This will require 

approximately 1.89 acres of temporary easement from GSA within the NOL Historic District. 

• There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be 
interference with the activities or purposes of the resource, on either a temporary or 
permanent basis. 

The temporary grading will not adversely impact the front area that was created to provide a 

physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the main complex. Overall, it is 

anticipated that there will be no interference with the activities or purposes of the NOL golf course, 

on either a temporary or permanent basis. 

• The land being used will be fully restored, in that the resource will be returned to a 
condition, which is at least as good as that at which existed prior to the project. 

The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to an acceptable condition upon 

completion of grading. Mature trees will be avoided to the extent possible. If any mature trees 

require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the appropriate tree species by 

SHA upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC. 
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E. Avoidance and Minimization Alternatives 

In addition to the No-Build Alternative, three other avoidance or minimization alternatives were 

developed to avoid impacting the White Oak Golf Course at White Oak NOL Historic District. 

SHA's Selected Alternative is considered a minimization alternative. Its design was modified 

extensively since the preliminary alternative (Section II1.E.1 and Figure 3) to minimize Section 

4(f) impacts. 

1.   Minimization Alternative 

Selected Alternative 

The detailed design of SHA's Selected Alternative is included on Figure 4. The following 

minimization design techniques have been incorporated into the Selected Alternative: 

• The design radii of Relocated Michelson Road were tightened to the maximum extent in 
order to reduce impacts to the golf course by 0.6 acre. 

• The acceleration lane from Mahan Drive to northbound MD 650 was eliminated, thus 
reducing Section 4(f) impacts by 0.08 acre. 

• The deceleration lane from the firehouse to Mahan Drive was shortened to minimum 
capacity, thus reducing Section 4(f) impacts by 0.05 acre. 

• The proposed SWM facility south of Mahan Drive was shifted and modified in shape to 
minimize impacts and to blend with the redesign plans of the golf course. 

2.   Avoidance Alternatives 

Alternative 1 (No-Build) 

Alternative 1 would not provide any significant improvements to MD 650 from Powder Mill Road 

to north of US 29 and would therefore not impact the White Oak Golf Course. Alternative 1 is not 

considered feasible and prudent because it does not address the project's purpose and need. 

Avoidance Alternative 1 
Avoidance Alternative 1 holds the existing eastern curb line of MD 650 to avoid direct impacts to 

the golf course. This alternative proposes widening MD 650 to the west, towards the community of 

Burnt Mills (Figure 13). This would require the elimination of the service road and the landscaped 

buffer area, along the west side of MD 650. 
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This alternative would consist of four 12-foot northbound lanes, three 12-foot southbound lanes and 

an 18-foot grass median on MD 650. Where left turns are proposed, there would be a 6-foot 

monolithic median. The southbound lanes would continue to allow access to each of the side 

streets. Schindler Drive would be the sole point of access for left turns into the Burnt Mills 

Community. Turns would no longer be allowed from the northbound lanes on Northwest Drive, 

McCeney Avenue, Ruppert Road and Cresthaven Drive. Lockwood Drive would provide alternate 

access to the community. Table 8 summarizes the impacts associated with this avoidance 

alternative. 

Table 8 
Avoidance Alternative 1 Impacts 

Impact Category Avoidance Alternative 1 Impacts 

Noise Noise levels would remain approximately the same or slightly increase, due to the change 
in distance between the receiver and source. Sound barriers to mitigate traffic noise 
impacts would remain not feasible or reasonable due to access and sight distance issues 
for driveways and cross streets entering MD 650. 

Air Moving the roadway alignment closer to the Burnt Mills Community may result in a 
slight increase of CO concentrations for homes located along the existing service road. 

Cost* $16,298,575 

Landscaped Buffer This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the landscaped buffer area 
between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD 650. 

Service Road This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the service road. 

Displacements 
.    Residential 
.    Commercial 

This Avoidance Alternative has the potential to impact four residences located along MD 
650, between Ruppert Drive and Cresthaven Drive, and has the potential to displace two 
commercial properties located at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection. 

ROW Acquisition Considerable  ROW  acquisitions  would  be  required  from  adjacent residential  and 
commercial properties.   Additional ROW acquisition would also be required (beyond 
what is depicted in Figure 13) for bikeways and pathways. 

Local Traffic The introduction of a median on MD 650 and elimination of the service road would result 
in changes to local traffic patterns, as traffic from the Burnt Mills Community would only 
have access to/from northbound MD 650 via Schindler Drive.    This may result in 
increased traffic levels on the local community street network. 

Safety The elimination of the service road would require residents to enter their driveways 
directly from MD 650, thus compromising safety. 

* Cost Estimates are Based on Average Cost Per Mile Estimates for Roadway Construction, June 1996, and do not include ROW 
Acquisition Costs. 

The MD 650/Mahan Road/Schindler Road intersection would serve as the primary access to and 

from the GSA property. A double left turn lane is proposed to accommodate the predicted heavy 

left turn movement from southbound MD 650 to Mahan Road during the moming peak hour. 

Existing Michelson Road would remain open. However, due to its proximity to the Lockwood 

Drive intersection, there would be minimal left tum storage on northbound and southbound 
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MD 650. Therefore, Michelson Road would only be a minor point of access to and from the GSA 

property. 

Avoidance Alternative 1 is not prudent and feasible because it would require several commercial 

displacements and substantial community impacts. The acquisition of 0.66 acre of new ROW along 

southbound MD 650 would affect four residential properties and four commercial properties. In 

addition, two commercial facilities along southbound MD 650 just south of Lockwood Drive would 

be displaced. 

Avoidance Alternative 1 would result in community impacts at the Burnt Mills Community, 

including decreased traffic safety, decreased availability of parking and changes in access. This 

alternative would eliminate the landscaped buffer island and service road on the west side of 

MD 650 whereby creating unsafe conditions for residents and motorists by connecting driveways 

directly to proposed MD 650, which would have three lanes in the southbound direction and an 

anticipated speed limit of 35 miles per hour. The elimination of the service road would also result 

in hardship for many of the residents in this area because the service road currently provides 

parking. The residences along the service road currently have driveways, but many of those 

driveways are only large enough to accommodate one vehicle. The service road is needed for 

supplemental parking for those residents with more than one vehicle. 

Avoidance Alternative 1 would also have a major impact on local traffic patterns because, along 

MD 650, it would limit left-turn access into and out of the Burnt Mills Community to only one 

location (Schindler Road). Residents along Schindler Road would be affected by the increase in 

traffic volumes along this roadway. The elimination of left-turn access from MD 650 could 

potentially cause more motorists to enter the community from Lockwood Drive and wind through 

side streets to reach their destination. This would result in greater traffic volumes on side streets 

within the community, which could contribute to a decline in the quality of life currently enjoyed by 

residents of the community. 

To avoid the White Oak Golf Course/NOL Historic District, Avoidance Alternative 1 does not 

include the stormwater management facility that is proposed under SHA's Selected Alternative. 

Because the study area is already largely developed, there are no alternative locations available for 
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this facility. The absence of the stormwater management pond would eliminate all of the benefits 

associated with the inclusion of this facility such as controlling pollution from runoff and 

controlling the rate at which runoff is discharged into the natural drainage system. 

The cost of Avoidance Alternative 1 is estimated to be $16,298,575, which is slightly less than the 

estimated cost of the Selected Alternative (not including ROW costs). It is likely that the inclusion 

of additional costs associated with ROW acquisition would result in an overall cost that exceeds that 

of the selected alternate. 

Avoidance Alternative 2 
Avoidance Alternative 2 also holds the existing eastern curb line of MD 650 to avoid direct impacts 

to the Section 4(f) property and consists of widening the facility towards the community of Burnt 

Mills (Figure 13). This would require the elimination of the service road and landscaped buffer 

area along the west side of MD 650. 

This alternative would consist of three northbound and southbound lanes on MD 650 with a median 

of variable width. Mahan Road would serve as the primary access to and from the GSA property. 

Left turns to and from Mahan Road would be accommodated through underground ramps. Existing 

Michelson Road will remain open but would function as right in/right out only. 

The southbound lanes would allow access to each of the side streets. Schindler Drive would be the 

sole point of access for left turns into the Burnt Mills Community. Left turns would no longer be 

allowed from the northbound lanes into Northwest Drive, McCeney Avenue, Ruppert Road, 

Cresthaven Drive or the White Oak Center. Double northbound turn lanes would also be provided 

at Lockwood Drive. As in Avoidance Alternate 1, Lockwood Drive would provide alternate access 

to the community. Table 9 summarizes the impacts associated with this Avoidance Alternative. 

Avoidance Alternative 2 is not prudent and feasible because it would require several commercial 

displacements, substantial community impacts and would be extremely expensive to construct. The 

acquisition of 0.66 acre of new ROW along southbound MD 650 would affect four residential and 

four commercial properties. In addition, two commercial facilities located along southbound MD 

650, south of Lockwood Drive, would be displaced. 
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Table 9 
Avoidance Alternative 2 Impacts 

Impact Category Avoidance Alternative 2 Impacts 

Noise Noise levels would remain approximately the same or slightly increase, due to the 
change in distance between the receiver and source. Sound barriers to mitigate traffic 
noise impacts would remain not feasible or reasonable due to access and sight 
distance issues for driveways and cross streets entering MD 650. 

Air CO concentrations may increase slightly for the homes located along the existing 
service road and there may be a potential increase in CO as a result of the 
underground ramps. 

Cost* $24,807,732 
l 

Landscaped Buffer This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the landscaped buffer 
area between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD 
650. 

Service Road This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the service road. 

Displacements 
• Residential 
• Commercial 

This Avoidance Alternative has the potential to impact four residences located along 
MD 650, between Ruppert Drive and Cresthaven Drive, and has the potential to 
displace  two  commercial  properties  located  at  the MD  650/Lockwood  Drive 
intersection. 

ROW Acquisition Considerable ROW acquisitions would be required from adjacent residential and 
commercial properties. Additional ROW acquisition would also be required (beyond 
what is depicted in Figure 13) for bikeways and pathways. 

Local Traffic The introduction of a median on MD 650 and elimination of the service road would 
result in changes to local traffic patterns, as traffic from the Burnt Mills Community 
would only have access to/from northbound MD 650 via Schindler Drive. This may 
result in increased traffic levels on the local community street network. 

Safety The elimination of the service road would require residents to enter their driveways 
directly from MD 650, thus compromising safety. 

* Cost Estimates are Based on Average Cost Per Mile Estimates for Roadway Construction, June 1996, and do not include ROW 
Costs. 

Similar to Avoidance Alternative 1, Avoidance Alternative 2 would result irt community impacts at 

the Burnt Mills Community, including decreased traffic safety, decreased availability of parking 

and changes in access. This alternative would also eliminate the landscaped buffer island and 

service road on the west side of MD 650 whereby creating unsafe conditions for residents and 

motorists by connecting driveways directly to proposed MD 650. The elimination of the service 

road would have the same effect on parking for residents along the service road as Avoidance 

Alternative 1. 

Avoidance Alternative 2 would have similar impacts on local traffic patterns as Avoidance 

Alternative 1 because, along MD 650, it would limit left-turn access into and out of the Burnt Mills 

Community to only one location (Schindler Road). Increases in traffic volumes along Schindler 

Road as well as other community side streets used by traffic entering the community via Lockwood 
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Drive would have a similar effect on the quality of life currently enjoyed by residents of the 

community as those described in Avoidance Alternative 1. 

As described in Avoidance Alternative 1, there would be no opportunity to relocate the stormwater 

management facility included in SHA's Selected Alternative. Therefore, no benefits of stormwater 

management practices would be realized under this alternative. 

The construction of underground ramps to provide left-turn access from southbound MD 650 onto 

Mahan Road and from Mahan Road onto southbound MD 650 would cause the cost of this 

alternative to be much greater than the other alternatives considered. The overall construction cost 

(not including ROW costs) would be $24,807,732. 

Avoidance Alternative 3 
Avoidance Alternative 3 also holds the existing eastern curb line of MD 650 to avoid Section 4(f) 

impacts and proposes widening the facility towards the community of Burnt Mills (Figure 14). 

This alternative would require the elimination of the service road and landscaped buffer area along 

the west side of MD 650 and the service road. 

This alternative would consist of three 12-foot northbound lanes, three 12-foot southbound lanes 

and an 18-foot median on MD 650. Where left turns are proposed, there would be a six-foot 

monolithic median. The southbound lanes would continue to allow access to each of the side 

streets. Left turns into the Burnt Mills Community would be limited to Schindler Drive, Ruppert 

Road and Cresthaven Drive. Northwest Drive and McCeney Drive would be right in/right out only. 

Table 10 summarizes the impacts associated with this avoidance alternative. 

Access to the GSA property would be allowed at both Mahan Drive and Michelson Road. 

However, left turns lanes on both northbound and southbound MD 650 would be one lane only. 

Avoidance Alternative 3 would also include a four-lane road connecting Michelson Road and 

Lockwood Drive. This proposed roadway is intended to provide an entrance directly into the 

northern parking lot from Lockwood Drive. 
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Table 10 
Avoidance Alternative 3 Impacts 

Impact Category Avoidance Alternative 3 Impafcts "* 

Noise Noise levels would remain approximately the same or slightly lower, due to the 
reduction in traffic volume. Sound barriers to mitigate traffic noise impacts would 
remain not feasible or reasonable due to access and sight distance issues for 
driveways and cross streets entering MD 650. 

Air Residents along southbound MD 650 may experience a slight increase in CO 
concentrations as a result of the realignment closer to homes; however, traffic 
volume on MD 650 may be reduced slightly as a result of the additional access road 
to the FDA facility from Lockwood Drive. Properties may be affected as a result of 
the four-lane connector road between Michelson Road and Lockwood Drive. 

Cost* $19,354,541 

I/indscaped Buffer This Avoidance Alternative would require elimination of the landscaped buffer area 
between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD 650. 

Service Road This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the service road. 

Displacements 
•    Residential 
.    Commercial 

This alternative has the potential to impact four residences located along MD 650, 
between Ruppert Drive and Cresthaven Drive.  This alternative has the potential to 
displace two commercial properties at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection, 
and two businesses on Lockwood Drive east of the MD 650/Lockwood Drive 
intersection. 

ROW Acquisition Additional ROW acquisition would also be required (beyond what is depicted in 
Figure 14) for bikeways and pathways. 

Local Traffic Since a majority of the forecast trips to the FDA site originate south and west of the 
MD 650 corridor, the proposed connector to the northeast of the corridor may not 
adequately address the arrival pattern of site traffic.    In addition, the proposed 
connection is located 600 feet from the MD 650/Lockood Drive intersection. This is 
close  enough  to  impact  traffic  operations  at  the  MD  650/Lockwood  Drive 
intersection. 

Safety The elimination of the service road would require residents to enter their driveways 
directly from MD 650, thus compromising safety. 

* Cost Estimates are Based on Average Cost Per Mile Estimates for Roadway Construction, June 1996, and do not include ROW 
Costs. 

Avoidance Alternative 3 is not prudent and feasible because it would require several commercial 

displacements and substantial community impacts. The acquisition of 0.26 acre of new ROW along 

southbound MD 650 would affect four residential properties located adjacent to the existing 

roadway. In addition, two commercial facilities located along southbound MD 650, south of 

Lockwood Drive, would be displaced. The construction of the proposed new roadway between 

Lockwood Drive and Michelson Road would require 0.98 acre of new ROW from three commercial 

properties and require the displacement of two businesses. 

Similar to Avoidance Alternative 1, Avoidance Alternative 3 would result in community impacts at 

the Burnt Mills Community, including decreased traffic safety, decreased availability of parking 
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and changes in access. The elimination of the landscaped buffer island and service road on the west 

side of MD 650 would create the same unsafe conditions for residents and motorists as described 

under Avoidance Alternative 1. The elimination of the service road would also result in the same 

impacts to parking for residents along the service road. 

The costs associated with Avoidance Alternative 3 would be substantially higher than the cost of the 

Selected Alternative (not including ROW costs) due to the construction of the four-lane connector 

road between Lockwood Drive and Michelson Road. 

Changes in local traffic patterns would also result from this alternative. Providing only one left-turn 

lane from southbound MD 650 onto Mahan Road, this entrance would not accommodate the 

anticipated traffic volumes associated with the FDA consolidation. This would encourage motorists 

to utilize the proposed Lockwood Drive entrance, whereby diverting traffic from MD 650 onto 

Lockwood Drive. The introduction of this new entrance in conjunction with the proposed 

improvements to the MD 650/Lockwood Road intersection is a cause for concern among local 

citizens. These citizens feel that improvements at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection would 

encourage through traffic to use local residential streets as alternate routes. Greater volumes of 

traffic that would be using Lockwood Drive as a result of this alternative would exacerbate the 

potential for this situation to occur. Furthermore, traffic bound for the FDA facility from 

northbound US 29 may exit US 29 at Lockwood Drive instead of MD 650 to avoid the left turn 

from MD 650 onto Lockwood Drive. This could potentially result in greater traffic volumes on 

Lockwood Drive during the AM peak period, which could make it more difficult for residents of the 

adjacent community to turn onto Lockwood Drive. In addition, the 1997 White Oak Master Plan 

states a goal to preclude the use of Lockwood Drive as a commuter thoroughfare for FDA 

employees. 

As described in Avoidance Alternative 1, there would be no opportunity to relocate the stormwater 

management facility included in SHA's Selected Alternative. Therefore, no benefits of stormwater 

management practices would be realized under this alternative. 
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Table 11 
Summary Comparison of Avoidance Alternatives 

Impact Category No-Build Avoidance 
•Alternative 1 

Avoidance 
Alternative 2 

Avoidance 
Alternatiye3 .....: 

Selected 
Alternative 

Address Purpose & Need No Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Right-of-Way (acres)* 0 0.66 0.66 1.24 7.30 

Section 4(f) Impacts (acres) 0 0 0 0 7.48** 
Displacements 0 2 2 4 0 

Residential 0 0 0 0 0 
Commercial 0 2 2 4 0 

Community Impacts 

Access None 

• Eliminate service 
road 

• Limit left-turns 
to/from Burnt 
Mills 

• Eliminate service 
road 

• Limit left-turns 
to/from Burnt 
Mills 

• Encourage use of 
proposed 
Lockwood Drive 
entrance 

• Eliminate service 
road 

• Does not 
eliminate service 
road 

• Does not limit 
left-turns to/from 
Burnt Mills 

Parking None 
•     Eliminate parking 

on service road 
•     Eliminate parking 

on service road 
•     Eliminate parking 

on service road 
•     Does not 

eliminate parking 
on service road 

Traffic None 

• Safety issues 
result from 
driveways directly 
entering MD 650 

• Potential increase 
in traffic on side 
streets 

• Safety issues 
result from 
driveways directly 
entering MD 650 

• Potential increase 
in traffic on side 
streets 

• Safety issues 
result from 
driveways directly 
entering MD 650 

• Increased traffic 
on Lockwood 
Drive 

• Driveways do not 
directly enter MD 
650 

• Does not 
potentially 
increase traffic on 
side streets 

Stormwater Management (SWM) N/A •     No benefits of 
SWM 

•     No benefits of 
SWM 

•     No benefits of 
SWM 

•     All benefits of 
SWM 

Cost*** $0 $16,298,575* $24,807,732 $19,354,541 $15,463,398 
These figures include ROW acquisitions along MD 650 between Lockwood Drive and Chalmers Road and along the connecting road between Lockwood 
Drive and Michelson Road. 
Total includes permanent ROW and perpetual easements located on the Section 4(f) property. 
Costs shown do not include ROW acquisition costs. 

*« 

^ 
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F. Measures to Minimize Harm 

A variety of measures were incorporated into SHA's Selected Alternative to minimize harm to the 

White Oak Golf Course. Please refer to Chapter IV.E, Avoidance and Minimization Alternatives 

of this section for details regarding minimization design strategies associated with the Selected 

Alternative for minimizing impacts to the Section 4(f) property. 

G. Mitigation 

Impacts to the Section 4(f) resource will be mitigated through the use of landscape improvements 

(Figure 15). Recognizing the recreational use this property serves, landscape elements are being 

incorporated into the mitigation landscape plan that will blend with the redesign plans for the White 

Oak Golf Course. SHA, in coordination with M-NCPPC and GSA, is incorporating a mitigation 

landscape plan into the final design plans. In conjunction with LABQUEST, a Landscaping Focus 

Group was formed to discuss landscaping issues within the MD 650 corridor (refer to Section V.C 

of this document for further detail). Landscape elements include street trees, evergreen buffers, 

ornamental planting beds and ornamental SWM enhancements. 

SHA and GSA must determine the extent of landscaping maintenance each party is willing to 

commit to so that it may be accounted for in the design process. A temporary eight-foot fence will 

be constructed by SHA between the proposed sidewalk and SWM facilities. The purpose of the 

temporary eight-foot fence is to provide a buffer between the golfers and the construction site and to 

prevent deer from approaching MD 650. A new permanent fence will be installed along MD 650 

prior to removing the temporary fence. Also, the recreational use of the property as a golf course is 

being considered in the landscape design. GSA will be landscaping based on the FDA 

development. The following summarizes SHA's proposed Section 4(f) mitigation: 

• Golf Course Gateways - The Golf Course has two proposed entrances along MD 650, 

Mahan Drive and Relocated Michelson Road. SHA will landscape these entrances to 

provide a gateway effect and be in accordance with the surrounding area. Additional 

ornamental species will be added to the gateways in order to enhance the visual effects. 

These plantings include flowering trees and shrubs along the driveways and in the 

medians. More plantings would be focused in the area of the gateway to help add visual 
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LEGEND 
WHITE OAK GOLF COURSE PROPERTY 

BZZZ SIDEWALK 
LARGE STREET TREE 
I£. MAPLE, OAK, ASH, SYCAMORE, LOCUST, GINKGO 
LINDEN, SWEET GUM, ELM, ZELKOVA 

SMALL STREET TREE 
IJE. CHERRY, CRABAPPLE, GOLDEN RAIN TREE, HAWTHORN, 
HORNBEAM, THEE LILAC, SERVtCEBERRY, YELLOWWOOD 

EVERGREEN TREE 
IE. WHITE PINE, AMERICAN HOLLY, HEMLOCK, FIR 
CYPRESS, ARBORHTAE, CEDAR, SPRUCE 

ORNAMENTAL  TREE 
IE CHERRY, CRABAPPLE, GOLDENRAIN TREE. HAWTHORN, 
TREE LILAC, MAGNOLIA, SERVICEBERRY, RIVER BIRCH 

ORNAMENTAL SHRUB 
!£. EUONYMOUS, JUNIPER, INKBERRY, CORALBERRY 
POTENTILLA, DOGWOOD, SWEETSPIRE 

WETLAND SHRUB 
I£. SWAMP AZALEA, CLETHRA, SWEETSPIRE, SEA MYRTLE 
SWAMP ROSE, SPICEBUSH, INKBERRY 

SWM  WILDFLOWER SEEDING 
I£.SOE-FYE WEED, ASTER, MILKWEED, REDTOP, IRIS, 
BLACK-EYED  SYSAN, LOBELIA, BEE BALM, PHLOX 

I PERENNIAL GROUND  COVER 
!£. DAYULLY, CORALBELL, URIOPE, PANICUM, FESTUCA 
SEDUM, COREOPSIS, FOAMFLOWER. PENNISETUM 

ADDITIONAL RIGHT OF WAY 
ALL DISTURBED AREAS OUTSIDE PLANTING BEDS AND 
PAVED AREAS WILL BE SEEDED   WITH GRASS SEED 

o 

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road 
to North of US 29 

FIGURE 15 

Section 4(f) Mitigation Landscape 
Concept Plan 
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interest. Ornamental planting beds will include flowering trees, shrubs, perennials and 

annuals with an evergreen backdrop. Using species with various bloom periods and 

seasonal interest would provide year-round enhancements. 

• Golf Course Edge - The golf course is sensitive to visual impacts. It is important to buffer 

intrusive views in order to maintain the golf course's visual integrity. A landscaped buffer 

will be added by SHA along MD 650 to help create an aesthetically pleasing atmosphere and 

to block intrusive views of the highway. The buffer would extend between the northern 

property limit to Relocated Michelson Road, between Relocated Michelson Road and 

Mahan Drive and between Mahan Drive and the southern property limit. The landscape 

buffer consists of earthen berms, evergreen trees, shade trees, ornamental trees and shrubs 

and decorative perennial planting beds. In addition, SHA will install a temporary eight-foot 

chain link fence at the limit of disturbance on the golf course along MD 650 prior to 

removing the existing fence. The new permanent fence will be installed along MD 650 prior 

to removing the temporary fence. 

• SWM Facilities - MDE requires that SHA provide stormwater management for the project. 

The proposed locations fall within the Section 4(f) impacted area and the locations are south 

of Mahan Drive and north of Relocated Michelson Road. These facilities would become 

additional aesthetic features to the golf course. The SWM facilities are currently being 

designed by SHA, as bio-retention ponds. These ponds drain fairly quickly (usually within 

24 hours). Under the most severe conditions, retained water will seldom, if ever, remain for 

more than 72 hours. The standing water will never be greater than 12 inches deep. 

Ornamental plantings are proposed along the bench of the pond and along the slopes above 

the lower pool. Species being incorporated into the landscaping design plan have been 

carefully selected to provide an aesthetic feature to the golf course, while also considering 

hydrologic and shade/sunlight tolerances. Plant species currently proposed include Allegany 

serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis), river birch (Betula nigra), Virginia sweetspire (Itea 

virginicia) and inkberry (Ilex glabra). 

• Sidewalks and Bike Paths - Sidewalk and bike path areas along the corridor will help 

connect users to the golf course. The sidewalk and bike path areas will be attractive routes 

for alternate modes of travel. These routes will be compliant with the Americans with 
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Disabilities Act (ADA) and may be enhanced with additional landscaping. Landscape 

opportunities include the use of street trees along the route to add color and shade. A setback 

is also provided in the design in order to allow users a comfqrtable buffer between the path 

and the road. The buffer will be enhanced with additional trees and shrubs. 

• Streetscaping - The MD 650 roadway improvements by SHA will include streetscape 

features to enhance the corridor. Roadside enhancement areas include medians and setbacks 

as well as the sidewalks, bike paths, SWM facilities and golf course gateways and buffers. 

Median and setback enhancements include an allee of trees, ornamental shrubs and 

groundcovers, pavers and other aesthetic features. These features would provide a more 

attractive setting for the corridor and the golf course. 

H. Coordination 

Coordination with MHT was undertaken to identify and evaluate historically significant properties 

and archeological resources in the project study corridor and to determine the effect of the build 

alternative on these resources. Correspondence from MHT regarding the Section 106 process is 

contained in Chapter VI, Other Agency Correspondence. On October 19, 2001, SHA requested 

MHT to concur that the project will have no adverse effect on the White Oak Golf Course/NOL 

Historic District. On January 14, 2002, the MHT provided thqir concurrence. As previously 

mentioned, SHA will continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC and GSA regarding the Section 4(f) I 

mitigation plan. 

Lastly, the SHA coordinated with the M-NCPPC, MHT and GSA regarding the temporary use of 

the White Oak Golf Course and NOL Historic District for construction access. All of these 

agencies concurred with the temporary use criteria and agreed that the proposed improvements will 

not result in permanent or adverse impacts to the golf course property and NOL Historic District. 

All correspondence is included in Chapter VI, Other Agency Correspondence. 

I. Conclusion 

The following alternatives to avoid the use of property from the White Oak Golf Course/NOL 

Historic District were evaluated and found to be neither feasible nor prudent: 

•    Alternative 1 (NoBuild) 
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• Avoidance Alternative 1 

• Avoidance Alternative 2 

•    Avoidance Alternative 3 

Based upon the above considerations, there is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of land 

from the White Oak Golf Course/NOL Historic District, and the proposed action includes all 

possible planning to minimize harm to the Section 4(f) property resulting from such use. 
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V.     SUMMARY OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

This section summarizes the public involvement that has occurred for this project. 

A. Introduction 

There has been extensive public involvement associated with this project including a series of 

LABQUEST, Landscaping Focus Group, community and public meetings. The most recent 

meetings include an Informational Public Meeting held on November 25, 2002 and an outreach 

meeting with the Holly Hall Community on January 22, 2003. Summaries of these meetings are 

included in this section. 

B. LABQUEST Community Partnership 

Since February 2000, SHA has actively participated in the LABQUEST, comprised of 

representatives from local communities, advisory boards, civic associations, FDA, GSA, 

Montgomery and Prince George's Counties and M-NCPPC. LABQUEST has been assisting GSA 

in the future development of the FDA facility, including improvements to the White Oak Golf 

Course and transportation improvements affecting the surrounding communities. Comments and 

suggestions received from LABQUEST have been evaluated and incorporated into preliminary 

concepts where possible. LABQUEST members have provided valuable insights into the proposed 

transportation improvements, including access to and from the FDA facility, transportation-related 

problems during peak traffic hours, signage, pedestrian/bicycle/handicapped requirements, 

environmental concerns, impacts to the business community and use of transit. 

C. Landscaping Focus Group 

In conjunction with LABQUEST, a Landscaping Focus Group was formed to discuss landscaping 

issues within the MD 650 corridor. The Landscaping Focus Group consisted of private citizens and 

community representatives, along with the President of LABQUEST. This focus group provided 

input on a new gateway entrance to the FDA site at Mahan Drive, a new boundary fence along the 

White Oak Golf Course and proposed landscaping along MD 650. 
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D.      Community Meeting 

An outreach meeting was held with the Holly Hall Community on January 22, 2003. This facility 

was identified as an environmental justice community (refer to Section III.F.l.c for more detail). 

Holly Hall is within the study area, but well outside the Selected Alternative's ROW. At the 

outreach meeting, SHA representatives provided a presentation to residents of the facility to obtain 

input from the community on the proposed improvements (see January 22, 2003 Holly Hall 

Community Meeting Minutes and Follow-Up Letter, Appendix C). General comments included 

topics such as vehicles making U-turns at Powder Mill Road, truck traffic at Holly Hall, access to 

MD 650 from the Holly Hall facility, signalization, pedestrian safety and bus access. 

E.      Public Meetings 

Three public meetings were held to obtain community input on the MD 650 project. The initial 

meeting was held on April 5, 2000 at the CHI Center. The purpose of this meeting was to review 

the traffic reports completed for the project, discuss the proposed improvements contained in these 

reports and review the project schedule. On September 10, 2001, a second public meeting was held 

at the CHI Center to discuss SHA's MD 650 transportation improvement alternatives being studied 

to accommodate future traffic associated with the FDA consolidatidn. SHA and M-NCPPC staff 

notified attendees that M-NCPPC would review the design proposals at its meeting on Thursday, 

October 25, 2001. The public was given the opportunity to direct comments on the project to the 

Montgomery County Planning Board. Several general comments were voiced from local residents 

at the meeting. Topics discussed included design-related issues and traffic operations, such as 

speeding and circulation patterns on existing roads. 

An Informational Public Meeting held on November 25, 2002 at the CHI Center was the third 

public meeting held, with a public attendance of 119 people. The purpose of this meeting was to 

update the public on the project status, present the latest engineering and environmental studies and 

provide a forum for public comment. 

I 
I 
I 
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I 
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Advertisements for this meeting appeared in the following newspapers: 

?3 

• The Afro-American 

• The Gazette 

• The Washington Post 

• The Montgomery Journal 

• The Prince George's Journal 

A brochure was distributed to the project mailing list prior to the Informational Public Meeting and 

was also available for distribution at the meeting. Included in the brochure was a listing of 

locations where the October 2002 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation was on public display for those 

seeking comprehensive data and results of the environmental studies. The 45-day comment period 

began on November 11, 2002 and ended on December 31, 2002. These locations included: 

Montgomery County Library 

White Oak Branch 

11701 New Hampshire Ave. 

Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Montgomery County Library 

Long Branch Branch 

8800 Garland Ave. 

Silver Spring, MD 20901 

Montgomery County Library 

Silver Spring Branch 

8901 Colesville Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

State Highway Administration 

District 3 Office 

9300 Kenilworth Avenue 

Greenbelt, MD 20770 

State Highway Administration 

Resource Center - 6th Floor 

707 North Calvert Street 

Baltimore, MD 21202 

A summary of the written comments received following the November 25, 2002 Informational 

Public Meeting is provided in Section V.E.I. The majority of the written comments received 

related to topics including design, vehicle and pedestrian safety, bike paths, traffic patterns, speed 

limit and transit. SHA received and responded to a total of forty-seven written comments. 

Individual written comments and SHA response letters can be found in Section V.E.2. 
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V.E. 1 SUMMARY OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS AND COMMENTS 
RECEIVED AT THE INFORMATIONAL 
PUBLIC MEETING 
Finding of No Significant Impact 
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V.E.1 

Summary of Written Comments and 
Comments Received at the Informational Public Meeting 

119 People Attended 
47 Written Comments/Letters Received 

As of 12/31/02 

Design 
Adding fourth leaf to US 29/MD 650 cloverleaf 
Support for northwest entrance to FDA facility at Cherry Hill Road (concern that traffic will 
cut through Burnt Mills neighborhood to access US 29) 
Support for No-Build 
People exiting from McDonald's/Office Depot complex make an illegal "C" turn onto MD 
650 going north. Close the break in front of driveway 
Consideration of right turn only lane from 1-495 at Powder Mill Road 
MD 650/Lockwood Drive, specifically exiting the shopping center 
Will motorists proceeding north on MD 650 still be able to turn right on Milestone Drive? 
Wouldn't widening US 29 seem more appropriate at southbound US 29 to southbound MD 
650? 
No changes are shown at entrance to the Hillandale Park, south of the firehouse and 
Chalmers 
Support for northbound MD 650 single left-turn lane onto Lockwood Drive 
Support for single right-turn lane onto southbound MD 650 
Should the improvements to the MD 650/Lockwood Drive west leg include an additional 
right-turn lane onto southbound MD 650? 
Opposed to exclusive left-turn lane in the existing median of southbound MD 650 to 
northbound US 29 
Look at ways to route people into FDA from north and east (Industrial Boulevard or 
Michelson) 
Will this plan have any impact on the houses located on MD 650 between the FDA and 
Powder Mill Road? 
Keep 2 left lanes from MD 650 on to US 29 south.  Keep the single right from Lockwood 
onto southbound MD 650. There is a crucial need to bar traffic from cutting through Burnt 
Mills Hills and nearby community. There should be "Do not enter" signs during 3:30 pm - 
7:00 pm on Schindler, Ruppert, Cresthaven and Michelson 
At Hillandale Shopping Center, consider making a right turn only at exit to Powder Mill 
Road. Anyone wishing to enter MD 650 can do so directly from [the] shopping center or by 
way of Elton Drive. Cars pulling out onto Powder Mill are in great danger, especially from 
cars making a turn from MD 650 
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Support project and almost all changes. Suggested improvements: On southbound MD 650 ^ 
at US 29 southbound ramp, make sure landscaping does not block drivers' view of cars • 
making a left into the same ramp. Like new left turn into shopping center from southbound 
MD 650. Recommend a signal. Need three left turn lanes westbound from Lockwood 
Will the MD 650/Colesville underpass be widened? What is bein£ done to improve ingress 
& egress for the White Oak Shopping Center? Will Powder Mill between Riggs and Route 1 
be widened to accommodate increased traffic? Will speed thumps be placed in east 
Hillandale to discourage traffic - purely transitory - from Powder Mill and MD 650? 
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Safety (seneral) 
• Left on Randolph Road from north on MD 650 (safety concern, allow more room for inner 

lane cars to make turn) 
• Sharp turns required to negotiate ramp from southbound US 29 to southbound MD 650 are 

unsafe 
• Safety is a major concern when getting off of the Beltway to go south on MD 650 with the 

increased traffic in the area 
• Figure 1 - Build Alternative - Sheet 2 of 4. Reengineer median strip on MD 650, opposite 

present Michelson Road, so autos exiting Office Depot area are not allowed to turn left onto 
650 to go north.  Allow vehicles to turn left into this access road! headed north (put in the • 
same physical barrier here that you now have at Colesville, just north of Randolph). This is a • 
safety hazard 

• Against 6 lanes of traffic (3 southbound, 3 northbound) of cars undecided whether to tum I 
into McDonald's, Office Depot, Office Park area, etc, etc, or just to keep going south. Study 
what happens here as it is very interesting, but deadly ^. 

• Responsible police enforcement is needed I 
• Concern for safety and traffic in the Burnt Mills Hills. There should be no entry during peak 

hours, especially evenings, from Mahan Drive traffic.    Put signs and enforce that at *m 
Schindler, Ruppert, Cresthaven and Michelson where they intersect MD 650. I agree with a | 
single right tum on Lockwood, south to MD 650. I also support a double left from MD 650 
at US 29 South. We have many young children as our neighborhood is in transition with 
serious selling to young families 

Pedestrian Safety 
• Sidewalk on west side of MD 650 should extend north to Quaint Acres Drive to provide 

easy access to the library for people living west of MD 650 and south of US 29 (need 
pedestrian activated signal) 

• Pedestrian safety and access (lack of sidewalks on east side of MD 650 between fire house 
and commercial area) (Pedestrian safety at golf course entrance, bus stops and along MD 
650) 

• Need pedestrian or weight plate instead of existing yellow flashing light. Pedestrians using 
public transportation can't cross street if dropped off on north side of MD 650 at places of 
worship I 

• Pedestrian safety at Lockwood/Bumt Mills Avenue • 
• New left tum entry from MD 650 into White Oak Shopping Center (no light) 

I 
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• Pedestrians need adequate time to cross wide roadways 
• Where are on-road bike lanes on southbound MD 650? 
• Don't underestimate pedestrians crossing to White Oak Shopping Center from the Point 

Community 
• Need speed bumps and traffic cameras to protect children walking to school on Lockwood 

Drive and Burnt Mills Avenue. Sidewalks through this area would be welcomed and would 
reduce the danger to pedestrian traffic 

Bike paths 
• Support for dedicated bike paths 
• Bike path on northbound MD 650 needs to be 10 feet according to M-NCPPC guidelines 
• Extend bike path from Milestone Drive to Powder Mill Road 
• Add bike paths to all major arterials in both directions to help ease congestion and pollution 
• Need for bicycle and pedestrian access to FDA facility, concern for those employees 

walking from buses on MD 650, need for bike paths and walkways all the way to FDA 
buildings that do not interfere with vehicular traffic 

Traffic 
• Northbound traffic on MD 650 at Powder Mill Road 
• Southbound traffic at MD 650/US 29, change to three lanes 
• Concern about traffic cutting up and down Lockwood Drive from Burnt Mills and 

Northwest Avenues (Need signs /speed limit bumps/no entrance hour restrictions/hard right 
turn) 

• Traffic at MD 650/US 29, only two lanes go under US 29. Why can't three lanes be made? 
• Need traffic signal at MD 650/Quaint Acres Drive 
• Reduce traffic at Lockwood Drive from US 29 to MD 650 
• Synchronize the traffic lights, especially during rush hour mornings and evenings 
• Look at zip codes of present FDA employees to see where they are coming from 
• Concern about traffic backing up from US 29 and Lockwood Dr. interchange - past Quaint 

Acres and Tanley Road (North of these interchanges on MD 650). As it is NOW, during 
busy times we cannot get out of our side streets to enter MD 650. With more traffic, there 
has got to be better flow on MD 650. south or we will have grid lock on our streets 

• Please plan carefully for the intersection of southbound MD 650 exiting on to the ramp for 
US 29 south. Currently there are two lights there and signage that says "Proceed on flashing 
red after stop." The combination of this sign and lights that are sometimes on and 
sometimes off makes this a dangerous intersection 

• Concerned with poor "Level of Service" ratings anticipated for the MD 650 corridor. Given 
the number of failing intersections, parking spaces and the anticipated peak loads should be 
confirmed. Some of the numbers used for the projections are re-hashed from very old, pre- 
BMI studies 

Speed Limit 
• Enforce speed limit of 35 mph under proposed alternate 
• Current traffic speeds/speed limit throughout White Oak and Hillandale 
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• Speed limit/truck provisions on state and local roads 
• Will the final design include new signage warning drivers to slow down and/or will at least 

the new portion of the ramp (southbound US 29 to southbound MD 650) be graded at an 
angle to help prevent spin-outs by drivers exceeding safe speeds? 

Transit 
• Transit riders, need bus stops, coordination with WMATA 
• Consistency with the 1997 White Oak Master Plan (references to White Oak Transit Center 

and FDA 2002 TMP) 
• Look at locating possible transit center/metro station at former WSSC sludge processing 

plant 
• There do not appear to be any bus stops. Why? 
• Why not place bus stops and turnarounds on FDA property instead of further crowding the 

MD 650 area and the White Oak Shopping Center? 

Miscellaneous 
• Riderwood Village would be glad to host future community meetings 
• What are the ramifications at the Shell Station? 
• Is existing pole going to be removed when turning left out of White Oak Shopping Center 
• Concern for the wildlife at White Oak Golf Course especially during any proposed 

construction on MD 650. Temporary fencing should be installed if any permanent fencing 
has to be removed during construction 

• Information presented in the Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation does 
not reflect current status of the White Oak Transit Center and the FDA's Revised Master 
Plan. The EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation should also mention the status of the Cherry 
Hill Road back entrance 

• The master plan does not address the dangerous commuter traffic that will be taking a 
shortcut through our neighborhood to go from US 29 to the Schindler Drive entrance by 
cutting through Lockwood Drive and Burnt Mills Avenue 

Facilitator Notes/Verbal Comments 
i 

Facilitators: Karen Arnold, Allison Cauthorn, and Darrell Sacks 
Comments:     Community comments, suggestions and concerns included the following: 

- Signage (such as "local traffic only" or "no through traffic") should be 
provided to restrict traffic onto Schindler Drive, Ruppert Road, Crest 
Haven Drive and Michelson Road during peak traffic hours. 

- Eliminate cut-through traffic from Mahan Road to Schindler Drive by 
providing signage ("local access only"); enforcement by police will be 
necessary. 

- Signage should be provided along Lockwood Drive to restrict through 
traffic. 
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SWA 
- US 29 southbound should be widened to accommodate increased traffic 

double left turn lanes onto US 29 southbound ramp. 

- The fourth through lane proposed along MD 650 northbound should 
begin south of Powder Mill Road. 

- Alternate modes of transportation should be explored and encouraged to 
reduce future FDA traffic. A study should also be completed to 
determine from where new employees/commuters are coming. 

- A new traffic signal should be provided at MD 650 and Quaint Acres 
Drive, as well as a crosswalk at the library to address pedestrian safety. 

- A new traffic signal should be provided at MD 650 and Oaklawn Drive. 

- The timing of traffic signals should be investigated and modified, 
especially at the Hillandale Fire Department. 

- Additional bus stops are needed along MD 650. 

- The new MD 650 sign blocks the traffic signals at Chalmers Road. 

- There is an archeological site on the south side of MD 650 in the 
residential neighborhood that needs to be identified. Jim Sorenson of M- 
NCPPC will contact Mary Barse of SHA. 

Facilitator: Gabe Makhlouf 
Comments: 

Mr. Schnackenberg commented on an existing large sign for the office 
building just north of the existing Michelson Road. The widening of MD 
650 will apparently impact this sign and little space would be available 
to relocate. He was referred to Mr. Ravenscroft of SHA district right-of- 
way who stated that the sign would either be relocated or compensated 
for. A determination will be made during right-of-way negotiations. 

One resident questioned the need for a bike path between the fire 
department and Lockwood Drive. He stated that this bike path will not 
be used and doesn't have logical termini. He'd like to see funds put to 
better use. Reference was made to the County Master plan, which shows 
a planned path. 
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Right turn into Cresthaven from the frontage road is too sharp and not lit » 
which caused many accidents in the past. Difficult to make the turn and I 
would like to have widened. 

- Through movement from Mahan Road to Schjndler should be denied 
just as proposed for Relocated Michelson/Northwest. 

I 
I 
I 
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Lillie R. Brown, Hillandale resident 
- Traffic flow south of Powder Mill and Beltway.   Focus of study is I 

currently north of this.  Employees coming from the Washington D.C. 
area on the Beltway need to be considered. — 

John Sery, Oakview Citizens Association 
- The study needs to go further south to Oakview Drive, the first light H 

south of the Beltway. Why is the study cut off at Powder Mill Road? I 
- Traffic coming off of Adelphi Road.  Poor turn lanes between Adelphi 

and Powder Mill Road. 

Facilitator: Pamela McNicholas 
Comments: 

- Is the northwest entrance at Cherry Hill Road being considered? How 
many additional employees will be at the new FDA site? The current 
plan for entrance to the proposed FDA site overloads MD 650 and 
overlooks the utility of the Cherry Hill entrance gate. Is there an issue 
with funding this potential additional entrance to the facility? 

- The bike path proposed along the MD 650 widening is not functional in 
terms of pavement required to construct the path, cost, and 
origin/destination. 

- Northbound traffic out of the MD 650/1-495 interchange bottles up at 
Powder Mill Road. Has any consideration been given to creating a right 
turn only lane from northbound MD 650 to Powder Mill Road? This 
would allow a large volume of cars at this intersection to get out of the 
intersection and alleviate delays northbound on MD 650 and east on MD 
212 (Powder Mill). 

Facilitator; Jessica Brado 
Comments: 

Laura McDonald 
- Northeast entrance into FDA facility (look for back ways in) 
- Pedestrian crossings from high rise into shopping center 
- Would like to see pedestrian bridge to Giant/White Oak Shopping 

Center 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
I 
I 



MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 

lol 

SMA 
Bill Kelly 

Elliot Ware 

Liked typical sections (vertical breakdown) 
Bicycle lane should be 10 feet, not 8 feet, according to M-NCPPC 
standards. 

Traffic coming out of Chalmers Road due to Hillandale Volunteer Fire 
Department. Concern about traffic light, bus stop and pedestrian 
crossing. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 



MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 
/C7/ 

V.E.2 INDIVIDUAL WRITTEN 
COMMENTS FROM THE 
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING 
AND SHA RESPONSE LETTERS 
Finding of No Significant Impact 
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February 5, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Mary Massey 
2012 Forest Dale Dr. 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Ms. Massey; 

Thank you for your comments regarding the'MD 650 {New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding the left mm from New Hampshire Avenue onto 
Randolph Road has been noted. Thank you for this valuable comment. From the 
description you have given us, it appears that there is a legitimate concern that needs to 
be investigated further. Since the intersection to which you are referring is well beyond 
the limits of this project, your comment has been forwarded to our District 3 Engineer, 
Mr. Charlie Watkins. 

Ms. Mary Massey 
Page Two 
February 5, 2003 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to inveistigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410 662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Chief, Highway Design Uivisio 

Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA ' 
Mr. Charlit Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
(BsSWarS^limahifMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

PLEASE 
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ADDRESS 
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DATE Vo^ 
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February 5, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B2I 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of 
US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Paul Dwiggans 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church i 
Property Committee 
11612 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring MD 20904 

Dear Mr. Dwiggans: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding the extension of the sidewalk along New Hampshire 
Avenue to Quaint Acres Drive has been noted. A very preliminary review of the site 
indicates that this may be a possible addition to the project even though it extends beyond 
the intended limits of construction. An additional study has been authorized to evaluate 
possible impacts to right-of-way, utilities, sign locations, drainage flow, added 
construction costs and safety issues. We will also include the Montgomery County    - 
Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPWT) in the studies. If the study 
produces favorable results and. additional funding is available, we will attempt to add this 
feature to the present contract. If problems are encountered, the possibility of adding the 
sidewalk will be deferred to a later date. The MCDPWT cm be contacted at 101 Monroe 
St.. RocVvilte. Mirylind. 20S50. 

Ilnhrm-*v   \Inn tun /%.,«. jin.'.i 



Mr. Paul Dwiggans 
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The Maryland Stale Highway Administration has reviewed all comments arid will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 ordpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

j^frXlh 

Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway Design Division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Bob Simpson, Montgomery County DPW&T 
J^0aHa!K;]KiSgRl'McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

MO900B2I 
/NFORAMT70NAL PUBLIC MEETING 
MD 650 (NEWHAMPSHIRE 'A VENUE) 

FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002,6.-00 P.M. - 8.-00 P.M. 
CHI CENTER 

70503 NEW HAMPSHIRE A VENUE 
. SILVER SPRtt/G, MD 20903-1J97 

NAME DATE      "/2.5" 
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I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project: 
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February 5,2003 

1 Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road 
to North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. & Mrs. James Cullen 
9708 Laconia Dr. 
AdelphiaMD 20783 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Cullen: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of.the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding the speed limit on New Hampshire Avenue has been 
noted, as has your concern regarding pedestrian safety. The Montgomery County Police 
Department is responsible for enforcing the speed limit. The pedestrian signal timing 
will be evaluated by the Montgomery County Transportation Management Center to 
ensure that the proper timing is given for pedestrians to cross MD 650. It should be noted 
that from Chalmers Road to Lockwood Drive, all bus stops will be relocated to the 
signalized intersections of Chalmers Road, Mahan Road/Schindler Drive, the new signal 
at Northwest Drive, and at Lockwood Drive. These modifications will help improve 
pedestrian safety especially at bus stops. 
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Mr. & Mrs. James Cullen 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you-have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.bfz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs /][/ 
Chief, Highway Dn%n Division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD 
JfliEEiniJTfKifiTgMfldcConnick, Taylor, and Associates 

% 
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February 5, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Arthur Corbin 
64] Concerto Lane _ 
Silver Spring MD 20901 

r;ar Mr. Corbin: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment in favor of the No-Build Alternate (Alternate 1) has been noted, as 
has your concern regarding traffic congestion in the moming rush hour. 

Thank you for your comments and opinions. The Maryland State Highway 
Administration (SHA) is presently improving the US 29 corridor north of the MD 650 
interchange, and we recognize the problems to the south. Unfortunately, funding is not   _ 
available to address those problems at this time. The FDA consolidation will bring far 
more employees to the White Oak Facility than the Navy workers that formerly occupied 
the property. This will be a large office complex that will bring approximately 6,000 
workers to the site. Planning, traffic analysis,-interviews with FDA employees, and 
coordination with Federal. State, ind County agencies have evolved into the plan 
presented to accommodate this influx of traffic with the least possible amount of 
disruption to traffic in the immediate vicinity of the FDA site.  EfTcns have been included 
in the desian to discourage the use of local streets by commuters 
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Mr. Arthur Corbin 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions, please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.bi2. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway Designt^vision A- signTJivis 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, SHA-PPD 
mglit^McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

MO900B21 
/NFORMATJONAL PUBUC MEE77NG 
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FROM SOUTH OF POWDER M7LL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 
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February 5,2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to' 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. William Delaney 
1800 Powder Mill Road i 
Silver Spring MD 20903-1515 

Dear Mr. Delaney: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding traffic congestion on Powder Mill Road has been noted 
as has your question regarding the use of a right-only turn lane from 1-495 to Powder Mill 
Road. During the peak traffic hour, there are 259 right turns being made from 
Northbound 650 to Eastbound Powder Mill Road. As you suggested, a right turn bay 
would help, but there is approximately a 200 foot section from Elton Road where there is 
not enough room 10 provide the extra lane needed without taking a portion of the 
shopping center. Therefore, the fourth lane cannot be extended from Elton Road to 
Powder Mill Road. 
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Mr. William Delaney 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility oT addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway Desi 

Mr. Darrell Sacks 
/^EDanOCKnigKC McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 

^ 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

', MO900B21 
imomATlONAL PUBUC MEETING 
MD 650 (NEWHAMPSHIRE A VENUE) 

FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDA y, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 P.M. - 8.-00 PM. 
CHI CENTER 

10501 NEWHAMPSHIREAVENUE 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 

NAMfe 
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l/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project: 
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Qpiease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List 

* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on 
the project Mailing List 
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February 6, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Heather Thomas 
10202 Lariston Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

Dear Ms. Thomas, 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding an increase in traffic exiting the White Oak Shopping 
Center to Lockwood-Drive once the site is fully occupied by FDA has been noted, as 
have your comments regarding proposed bike paths and US 29/MD 650 clover leaf. 

The proposed MD 650 improvements were based on roadway transportation 
needs identified in the General Service Administration's (GSA) 1997 Final 
Environmental Impact Statement.   In July 1997, the GSA proposed to consolidate the 
FDA at the former site of the Naval Surface Warfare Center located in White Oak, 
Maryland. A Transportation Improvement Feaisibility Study" (BMI, 1999) was prepared 
for Montgomery County to determine the need for transportation improvements. The 
study determined that improvements to five intersections/interchanges as well as the 
northbound MD 650 lane would be needed. In March 2000, a report entiHed^Reviewof 
TransportationTmprovementr Along New Hampshire Avenue (MD 650)" (GSA, 2000) 
was prepared for GSA and presented the selected build alternative for further evaluation 
and review. 
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Ms. Heather Thomas 
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The addition of mm lanes on Lockwood Drive were a part of the original study 
plans, but local residents voiced strong opposition because they felt that this would 
encourage additional commuter traffic through local neighborhoods. Further studies 
resulted in the present modifications designed to encourage commuter traflic to use the 
US 29 interchange. Based on SHA's traffic evaluation, and the distance involved 
between the FDA access points and the US 29 interchange, it is anticipated that motorists 
will be able to safely merge across MD 650 to access the US 29 southbound movement. 

Your support of both bike paths has been noted and is appreciated. Your 
suggestion of adding the fourth leaf to the US 29/MD 650 cloverleafhas been reviewed. 
At one time, this movement was in place, however, it introduced major weaving 
problems along the US 29 southbound roadway, and was therefore removed to improve 
that condition. The double left turn now planned for northbound MD 650 to southbound 
US 29 is expected to operate at an acceptable level of service. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at dpknight@mta.biz. 

O 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth Briggs 
Chief, Highway 

s 
'sign Division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning, SHA 
fMrDanSEJ^KSilHtJTJlcCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
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RE:     Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Barry Wiles 
11803 Ithica Road 
Silver Spring MD 20904- 

Dear Mr. Wiles: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. TTie purpose of the project if 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improvinc 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding a need for a pedestrian activated traffic signal at Quaint 
Acres Drive and MD 650 has been noted. An analysis was performed last month and we 
concluded that there'was not enough pedestrian volume to justify a pedestrian signal here. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest.^ If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410 662-7400 or dpknrght@mta.biz,   _ 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs       (jv 
Chief, Highway Design Division 

Sir.-.* Uhln**: '.». ' 
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cc:       Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division SHA 
Mr: DaaPTICnigfilTMcConnick. Taylor, and Associates 

^ 
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February 5, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Hugh S. Penis 
10260 New Hampshire Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Mr. Pettis: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from- 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding sidewalks, pedestrians and the safety of bus stops along 
MD 650 has been noted. We have interpreted this comment as referring to stops 
currently along the commercial area to the north because the commercial area to the south 
is connected via a continuous sidewalk. As for the connection to the north (towards 
Lockwood Drive), we are proposing an 8 foot-wide bike path. The intent of the proposed 
bike path on the east side of MD 650 is for the use of both bicyclists and pedestrians. 
The bike lane, located between the right-most travel lane and the curb is, in contrast, for 
the use of commuter biking. Although not shown on the color displays presented at the 
Public Informational Meeting, a concrete pad will be constructed at each bus stop along 
this project. This is depicted on the detailed construction plans. 

Mv ti'lctihitfl,- mtrntft t.iH-in-,. mniilnf I-   
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The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue 
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the 
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for 
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project 
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.bir. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs       ][)( 
Chief, Highway Design {^vision 

cc: Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
SWSiBffl^EKnSirc McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
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February 5, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to, 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Janice Gittleson 
10918 Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring MD 20901 ' 

Dear Ms. Ginieson: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comments regarding traffic using roads in the Lockwood and Burnt Mills 
area have been noted, as have your concerns regarding pedestrian safety in your 
neighborhood. 

With regard to Lockwood Drive, it is classified by the local County Master Plan 
as an arterial road, and therefore, is intended to carry through traffic as well as residential 
access traffic. With regard to traffic volume restrictions (four-way stops, "Do Not Enter" 
signs, etc.) on the secondary residential streets mentioned (Burnt Mills Avenue, 
Northwest Drive), the Montgomery County Department of Public Works and 
Transportation (MCDPW&T) can initiate a traffic study upon formal request by citizens, 
homeowners, or neighborhood associations once a specific problem materializes. This 
type of study would determine appropriate measures to deal with the specific problem. 
MCDPW&T does not implement volume restrictions based on forecasted problems, but 
uses actual observed data to install the most effective immediate solution. MCDPW&T 
can be contacted at 101 Monroe St., Rockville, Maryland, 20850. 

Jty irti*phimf nnmhif.'iirtl-iivf mtmhrr In 
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Ms. Janice Gittleson 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you |iave any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662^400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

— & \k . 
Desfc| Di 

Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
fra£33amf$in5npt£McCoTmick, Taylor, and Associates 

Mr. Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T 

Division 
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February 5,2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Millard Barger 
807 Burnt Mills Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20901 

Dear Mr. Barger: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of.US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug . 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding traffic using roads in the Burnt Hills Mills 
neighborhood for access to US 29 has been noted, as have your concerns regarding 
another entrance to Cherry Hi!! ?,v:cJ, -.1 the overload of traffic on MD 650. 

In order to discourage use of local streets by commuter traffic, design and signing 
elements have been incorporated into the proposed highway design. The General 
Services Administration (GSA) currently initiating studies for the northwest access from 
Cherry Hill Road, in which environmental impacts and costs will be evaluated as a part of 
the overall building plan for the FDA development. Traffic evaluations for the MD 650 
project have been based on the inclusion of this entrance. 

\hi.i;—, hi.in". iii lb* rc     it[,kim>,n.. iinvr^ruci: 

^S* 



Mr. Mallard Barger 
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The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue 
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the 
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for 
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Mr. Dana Knight, Project 
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely,       ,      /?  ^ 

Kenneth T. Briggs    it] 
Chief, Highway DesignTJivision 

Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD 
i^|J3SrIS3SE3ttufetiti McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Bill Potterton, General Services Administration 
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January 24,2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Pat Metz 
3110 Bracefield Road 
Silver Spring MD 20904 

Dear Ms. Metz: ' 

TJiank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding the Riderwood Village meeting facilities has been 
noted. Thank you for ofTering to host future community meetings. We will certainly 
consider Riderwood Village as a meeting location for future meetings, if needed. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any questions, please contact me at 410-545- 
8761,1-888-228-50O3 or kbriggs@sha.state;md.us. 

Sincerely, 

Af 
Kenneth T. Briggs A A 
Chief, Highway Design Division 

>h- iHt-iilf m.- rumtfo-r inlMrw* immfa-r h ^__„_^^^^^^^^^^_ 
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Ms. Pat Metz 
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Darrell Sacks, SHA-PPD 
MfcaanaHH^neW^McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
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February 5, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Clay Tennis 
10416 Rodney Road 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Mr. Tennis: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 fNew Hampshire Avemie} 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to-north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding an extension of the bicycle path/sidewalk south to 
Powder Mill Road has been noted, as has your concern regarding current speeds of traffic 
in the area. 

The plans for this project do not include widening or additional right-of-way 
through this area. Unfortunately there are no funds available to accommodate the 
additional widths necessary for exclusive bikeways in the area. The same right-of-way 
constraints apply to the development of exclusive bikeways that exclude pedestrian 
accommodation throughout the project. 

Several comments were received relative to traffic speed along MD 650. We are 
providing the latest standards of signing for traffic control and design standards for the 
posted speed limits. Beyond those efforts, it becomes a matter of enforcement, and we 
will forward these concerns to the local enforcement offices. 

My ii-hirthiHit' nmtihT'inlt.fn'"* nnniluT I* __^_ 
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Mr. Clay Tennis 
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The Slate Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue 
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the 
project mailing list in order to keep, you informed about our progress. Thank you for 
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project 
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs (Jvs 
Chief, Highway Design Drvision 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
(MrvvDanaPikriighTt McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
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January 24,2003 

Re:     Project No. MO900B2I ., 
' MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 

North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. James Pendergrass, Jr. 
n602CaplingerRd. 
Silver Spring MD 20904 

Dear Mr. Pendergrass: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements; from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The ptupose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Roadto north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned activity centera, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding extending the bike path to Milestone Drive has been 
noted, as have your concerns regarding northbound traffic on MD 650 turning onto 
Milestone Drive, thexhange in the ramp from US 29 to southbound MD 650, and 
additional bike paths along major arterial roads. Although it would be appropriateto  
continue the bike path to Milestone Drive, the available width under the US 29 bridge 
cannot accommodate a bike path. 

In response to your question regarding whether or not motorists proceeding north 
on MD 650 would still be able to mm right onto Milestone Drive, the proposed plans 
indicate that a right-hand turn onto Milestone Drive will be permitted. 

.\h- ii'tfihiMM* nnmtfc-r.-itJKnv itunilK* H , 
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The reason for realigning the ramp that you described .is the need to provide 
additional area for motorists coming in from US 29 to weave into the traffic on MD 650. 
A large number of vehicles under the bridge attempt to enter MD 650 from southbound 
US 29 and, at the same time, exit MD 650 to northbound US 29.   The current weave 
distance between these two movements can no longer accommodate an acceptable level 
of service because of an increase in traffic volumes over the years. Therefore, the 
proposed improvement pulls back the nose of the ramp to gain additional weave length 
and improve the current situation.   As for the bottleneck to the south, this is due to the 
current traffic signal timing and the heavy left turning movements. By proposing major 
improvements to the Lockwood Drive Intersection and providing a median brake for a 
left turn lane to the shopping center entrance, we anticipate improved traffic conditions. 

—Both-the-State-Highway Administratiott(SHA)-and Montgomery County officials 
share your views on bicycle and pedestrian traffic and attempt to provide for pedestrian 
and biker facilities where feasible. 

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the 
feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on_the project mailing 
list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for your interest. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at 410-545-8761, l-888-228r5003, or 
kbriggs@sha.state.md.us. 

Sincerely, 

Division 
Kenneth T. Briggs , 
Chief, Highway Desig 

Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD 
MBrRalfffliff1^''''fjWi McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
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February 5, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Liz Berbakos 
11010 Lockwood Drive. 
Silver Spring MD 20901 

i 

Dear Ms. Berbakos: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traflic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traflic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adtquate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites: 

Your comment regarding traffic using Lockwood Drive, especially in the moming 
hours, has been noted, as have your ideas for ways to restrict traffic on Lockwood Drive. 
With regard to Lockwood Drive, it is classified by the local County master plan as an 
arterial road, and therefore, is intended to carry through traffic as well as residential 
access"fraflicr It does not qualify for speed bumps or 'no entrance' hour restrictions. The 
other techniques that you mentioned (signs, hard right turn, etc.) were investigated and 
studied by the project team. There were several studies performed at the US 29/ 
Lockwood Drive intersection to discourage northbound US 29 traffic from entering 
Lockwood Drive at this location. The redesign concepts had to consider safety of 
operation, access to an existing office complex, utility impacts, right of way constraints 
and environmental issues. To accommodate changes to the intersection, there would be 
major impacts to a stand of large oak trees and existing utilities. The cost of construction 
when compared to the possible benefit achieved was prohibitive. Additionally, there was 
a lack of consensus in the affected community. 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and 
will continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you 'have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dplaiight@mta.b'iz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs    Jl 
Chief, Highway Design' .4.. lemDivisio 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, SHA-PPD 
JSRSBa^SaafigW, McComick, Taylor, and Associates 
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Febniary 6, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road In 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. John Metz 
10506 Truxton Road 
AdelphiaMD 20783-1122 

Dear Mr. Meiz: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project i? 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding the bottleneck conditions at MD 650 and US 29 and the 
apparent lack of improved conditions for southbound traffic has been noted as has your 
question regarding widening from two lanes to three. 

The project is proposing three lanes of southbound traffic under the US 2<> 
Bridge. The right lane would also serve as a "weaving lane" for traffic exiting 
southbound US 29 to southbound on MD 650. At the same time, southbound MD 650 
traffic desiring to go north would enter the loop ramp on the south side of the 
interchange. The proposed three lanes under the bridge are through lines. 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dplcnight@mta.bi2. 

Sincerely, 

Cenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway Desig 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division 
&1E©aita;J£'Xiijghr, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
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February 5, 2003 

i*n. A>l''1*1/Siirrtnrir 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21   - 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Ruth Irwin 
509 Quaint Acres Drive ' 
Silver Spring MD 20904 

Dear Ms. Irwin; 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)^ 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your suggestion regarding modifications at the existing yellow-flashing light due 
to traffic speeds has been noted, as has your comment regarding vehicles experiencing 
difficulty exiting Quaint Acres Drive making a left onto MD 650 due to traffic volumes. 
Your concern regarding anvers exiting the White Oak Shopping Center has also been 
noted. 

The Honorable Ida Ruben, Maryland State Senator, has requested SHA District 3 
Traffic to perform another Signal Warrant Analysis at the MD 650/Quaint Acres Drive 
intersection. This study is currently underway, and is expected to be completed in April 
2003. The direct contact person at the Maryland State Highway Administration District 3 
office, Mr. Charlie Walkins, District Engineer, may be contacted at Maryland State 
Highway Administration, 9300 Kenilworth Avenue, Greenbelt, MD 20770. 
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Regarding the While Oak Shopping Center, SHA is aware of the difficult turn out 
of the shopping center onto Lockwood Drive due to the proximity of MD 650. The 
proposed improvements add an additional left turn lane from westbound Lockwood to 
southbound MD 650. These improvements along with additional improvements on MD 
650 will help to reduce congestion at the intersection improving the access to the 
shopping center in this area. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Chief, Highway Design Division 

The Honorable Ida G. Ruben, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
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February 5, 2002 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Kevin Scrimgeour 
11020LockwoodRd. 
Silver Spring MD 20901 

i 

Dear Mr. Scrimgeour: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding the apparent lack of bus stops has been noted, along 
with your concern regarding potential additional traffic on Lockwood Drive during 
morning and evening rush hours. 

There will be six bus stops and five bus shelters along MD 650 within the limits 
of the work. They will all be reconstructed to have a concrete pad between the curb and 
the sidewalk. These bus stops/bus shelters may not have been shown on the color 
displays presented at the Public Workshop but they are shown in the more detailed 
construction plans for this project. 

With regard to Lockwood Drive, it is classified by the local County Master Plan 
as an arterial road, and therefore, is intended io carry through traffic as well as residential 
access traffic. 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility ofaddressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-6<>2-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

JoWJ&i few 
Kenneth T. Briggs       ^J 
Chief, Highway Design Division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
HS^SSSffiEIKKijhif McCoimick, Taylor, and Associates 
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February 6, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B2] 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North 

"   of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Bill Kelly 
5206 Paducah Road. 
College Park MD 20740 ' 

Dear Mr. Kelly: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue)  " 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is" 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding bike lanes on MD 650 has been noted, Js have your 
concerns regarding the width of combined/limited use trail, vertical drawings, and the 
need for more crosswalks. 

With regard to southbound bike lanes, a decision was made early in the project to 
avoid impacts to the westernmost curb line of MD 650 wherever possible, to preserve as 
much of the island as possible and thereby protect this existing buffer for the residences 
on the west side of MD 650. For this reason, southbound MD 650 is not being widened 
as part of this project, and a bike lane not added. With regard to the bike path width, 
since this is a master-planned transportation bikeway, and not a recreational trail, the 
Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPW&T) 
standards apply, not the Maryland National Capital Parks and Planning Commission 
(MNCPPC) standards. MCDPW&T will be responsible for maintaining and operating 
any bike paili, .lot MNCPPC. The MCDPW&T specifies S-foot widths for bike paths 
within road right-of-way, instead of 10-feet, because the volume of path users will be less 
since some bicyclists will use the" adjacent parallel road instead. Environmental benefits 
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include the reduction of imperviousness, and an increase in planting space for 
landscaping. Because the road is parallel to the path, access is not a problem; The 
MCDPW&T can be contacted at 101 Monroe St., Rockville, Maryland, 20850. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

,<?J/M«£kA  '\ 
Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chieff Highway Desi; 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division 
.MteDaiTastSKHight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T 
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February 5, 2003 

Re:       Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Charles Dilla 
11237 Lockwood Dr. 
Silver Spring MD 20901 

Dear Mr. Dilla: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding traffic exiting from the McDonalds/Office Depot 
complex and making an illegal tum onto northbound New Hampshire Avenue has been 
noted. The State Highway Administration's (SHA) proposed improvements incorporate 
a channelized median that would.prohibit exiting from the McDonalds/Office Depot 
complex onto northbound MD 650. The design also shifts the median opening further 
south. As for closing the median break altogether; this would create hardship and loss of 
business to the commercial area occupants currently benefiting from that point of access. 
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The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue 
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the 
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for 
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project 
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknigKl@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

,/ 

Kenneth T. Brig] 
Chief, Highway l5eWgn Division 

/lit' 

Mr.Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD 
Mri.DSii'PWKm'gM; McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

•.,MO900B21 
JNFORM/\77bNAL PUBUC MEET7NG 
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE A VENUE) 

FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY. NOVEMBER 25,2002. 6.-00 PM. - S.-00 P.M. 
CHI CENTER 

30501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 
SILVER SPRING. MD 20903-3 3 97 

NAMfe, c mnui*. "&.• '-'•A DATE     // 
PLEASE 

PRINT 
ADDRESS //Z37   LoLttMxj)       ^b/Ulfc 

'frfoT- 

CITY ULtflU-. ^flOult, STATE *1A ZIP       'Z^PfO/ 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

P&ft&.W & 

4 
^-frZr 

fick^M?'; / 6Pr-,c<L 'bwdT V 

• Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing Ust 
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on 

the project Mailing List 

StateMf 
Administration o \, 

n.itwrt L. EhriWl. Jr.. Hnrmmr   •   MlrhuH S. Slrrlf. LI. Ilnrrrmir   •   Trrm M. klnlcmHii.JW,,,,/ Srrrrhinl 

Febraary 5, 2003 

Re:       Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland   . 

Mr. Will Hires 
S. White Oak Vista Court 
Silver Spring MD 20904 

Dear Mr. Hires: > 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding synchronized traffic lights, especially during rush hour 
mornings and evenings, has been noted. The Montgomery County Transportation 
Management Center will be contacted to evaluate MD 650 from the 1-495 off ramp to the 
on ramp to US 29 South. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggi/y 
Chief, Highway DeWgn Division 

\K >,+.<i+»m*- nMn*k-r uJ^fr.^ *mm*m~r ia _ 
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Mr. Darren Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
ae»B.DSHa#»iiijgfi^lcCormick, Taylor, and Associates 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

-MO900B21 
/NFORMATJONAL PUBUC MEETING 
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIREA VENUE) 

FROM SOUTH OF POWDtR MILL RD TO NORTH OF'US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 PM. - 8:00 PJH. 
CHI CENTER 

30501NEWHAMPSHJRE AVENUE 
. SILVER SPRING. MD 20903-3197 

PLEASE 

PRINT 

NAME     Mil  \hees DATE "AyA 
ADDRESS     ?   UlUifa-O/^U.sK (W 

CITY        SitvtY Sfr!** _STATE    *0 2IP     2410 + 

I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project 

HPI ] please add my/cxjr name(s) to the Mailing Ust 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing Ust 
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on 

-   the project Mailing Ust - 

& 
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Febniary 5, 2002 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Charles Goldman 
10715 Gatewood Ave 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Mr. Goldman: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding the proposed turning lanes from MD 650 onto US 29 
has been noted, as have your concerns regarding traffic restrictions and signage in the 
BumtMills Hills Community. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) will make a request to Mr. 
Emil Wolanin. Chief of the Montgomery County Traffic and Parking Services to initiate 
a study for these restrictions. If they are justified, Montgomery County will then contact 
the citizens of the affected roadways for Iheir concurrence. If everyone is in agreement 
with the restrictions, SHA will then be contacted to provide the signage.. 

\h- ?i-ti-nli.iro* immUT inH-fn** iimittNT i.-  
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Mr. Charles Goldman 
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The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the 
feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the project mailing 
list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for your interest. If you 
have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662- 
7400 or dpkni ght@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway Desi 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
wdZilJanatiiijUiiptirMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

1 MO900B23 
INFORMATIONAL PUBUC MEETING 
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE A VENUE) 

FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 P.M. - 8.00 PM. 
CHI CENTER 

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE A VENUE 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 

NAME cU CV3 
PLEASE 

PRINT 

rSMV^S.    ^NJlAajQ DATE |(g^Qr^ 

ADDRESS     lu-? iS" G°»&&.<*y&'Q &-+* 

^r 
STATE  »«-l?) ZIPJ^^A 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project 

(^v^v tvv^b      \  L I \ \ c^AVO^ 

V^PAJ^ ^M    NvV^fT^ 
3- 

eOC.r 

• Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing Ust 
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on 

the project Mailing Ust 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

• MO900B2J 
INFORMATIONAL PUBUC MEETING 
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE A VENUE) 

FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 P.M. - 8.-00 PM. 
CHI CENTER 

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 
SIL VER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 

NAME 
PLEASE 

PRINT 

OWnV*     (?°\(SY»N«»J DATE    u\VT\o^ 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

lfc>~IIS   G^eturroti    -JW^a. 

SiVot, %<t*^ STATE MB ZIP 
jgyo> 

l/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

^.   \CeAy-H-a_ &v f^W    ft.\^4- -^(Vw    ^OcJkuigAt     <w4-3 - _" 

V>.tL«)xl(Xv^J*a     OtVjJtf  - ;  

^^^  s^rfr  Sust^   -*&.-?• fH    eu  SoVv^y^L. 

(^ 

^VS,D    ^>eAte4 

Q Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing Ust 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List 
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are already on 

the project Mailing Ust   - 
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Febniaiy 5, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Diane Wigle 
411 Apple Grove Rd. 
Silver Spring MD 20904 

i 
Dear Ms. Wigle: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve trafTic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drag 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding increased trafTic on MD 650 north of US 29 has been 
noted, along with your concern regarding the need for a new trafTic signal at MD 650 and 
Quaint Acres Drive. 

The Honorable Ida Ruben, Maryland State Senator, has requested State Highway 
AdministratiorL(SHA) District 3 TrafTic to perform another Signal Warrant Analysis at 
the intersection. This study is currently underway, and is expected to be completed in 
April 2003. The direct contact person, Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, may be 
contacted at Maryland State Highway Administration, 9300 Kenilworth Avenue, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770. 
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Ms. Diane Wigle 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility.of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight. Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs    0| 
Chief, Highway Design) Division 

The Honorable Ida G. Ruben, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
|Bl3QS3a23£ldjBl!!rM<:Cormick, Taylor, and Associates 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

'MO900B21 
INFORMATIONAL PUBL7CMEE77NG 
MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE A VENUE) 

FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD. JO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.00P.M. - S.-OOPM 
CHI CENTER 

70501 NEW HAMPSHIRE A VENUE 
. SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 

PLEASE 

PRINT 

NAME'      ~£)lA(Je    (J^/C DATE ^L 
ADDRESS    (Hi APR£ £ fa/£. /26 

CITY S 5 STATE    /U'D       Z'P     T-d^Oy 

lAVe wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project 

,(uMjd- 

(J/AM^J AJUL iH^ C^*c 

[AA-LMXAI. 

0     ^ik A-VLOI, 

<$« fo30 

(jjjJtJ^ 0- dULsu^^uUL 

W?M at k^a^d&uuucl- 
K^MJL 

/^P?fease add my/our nanie(s>Vo the Mailing Ust^L $fc*J3- 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing Ust.^ 
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure throOTtTffie' mall 

the project Mailing List ~    /)   ; / f 
ilready idyon   W~ 

ro: 
Subject: 

Tear Mr.   Bri09»- 

MatVSeneW •   
Tuesday, Novemoer 26,2002 5:44 PM 
kbriggs O sha.state.mdus 
HJlandale She! 

*v HMM i» Mark Seiney and I am owner of the Shell  station that ie on the 
-omef of New Hampahire Aye and Powder Mill  Road.   Unfortunately,   I  was 
inable to attend your presentation, at CHI last nisht. 

r  was  interested  in  flndino out what possible ramifications  there could be 
1t sw location.   In  other words,   would any of   the proposals  require • 
.djustments  to  the property that  the station  is  located on? Or. could traffic 
patterns  be changed  to the advantage or disadvantage to sor location? 

r would appreciate  any Insight  that you could give me to better prepare  for. 
,ny changes. 

;incerely, 

HaJH..S«n^y 

^ 
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February 6, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road tn 
North of US 29 
iMomgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Mark Seney 
Hillandale Shell Station 
10201 New Hampshire Ave. 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 ' 

Dear Mr. Seney, 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding potential impacts of the proposed project on your 
property (the Hillandale Shell Station) has been noted. This project has no direct impact 
on your property orthe operation of your business. The proposed improvements^are 
mainly for the southern and the eastern legs of the intersection. MD 650 in front of your 
business will be resurfaced and re-striped, and the sidewalks will be reconstructed in their 
present locations. This operation will require minimum construction time and access to 
your property will be maintained throughout construction. 
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Mr. Mark Seney 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If yeu have any further questions please contact Dana ' 
Knight, Project Manager, at dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth Briggs 
Chief, Highway Dd^ign Division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks. Project Planing Division, SHA 
lOTH93IRf8SB9BgB@McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 

^ 
^ 



—Original Message— 
From: Evans,!** 
Sent: Wednesday, Nwemtw 27,200212:52 CM 
T»: 
Cc 
Subject Mr. Seney (&** SWton at Pwmff MH Road) 

Mr. Seney 

Thank you for your Inquiry relative to the proposed construction on MD «S0.  Mr. Briggs 
aeked n« to respond on his behalf. There is no direct impact to the Shell Station at th* 
comer of MD 650 and Powder Hill Road.  MD 650 in the vicinity will be overlaid. 
Northbound MD 650 shows no improvements except for the reconstruction of the sidewalks at 
the comers of the intersection.  Southbound MD 650 will widen slightly to the west *outh ' 
of Powder Mill Road primarily to accommodate a triple left turn from westbound Powder Mill 
to southbound MD 650.  The proposed MD 650 median south of the intersection will be wider 
with a longer left turn lane.  The Powder Mill Road western approach will have the same 
number of lanes but will add a median and an unmarked bike lane. To accommodate the extra 
width for the new median and bike lane. Powder Mill Rd east of MD 650 will be shifted to 
the south. The northeast corner of the intersection will not change except for replocing 
the existing sidewalk in kind and providing a continuous sidewalk in front of the church. 
The northwest comer will add new sidewalk with handicap rainjs and will include new paving 

he entrances to the gas station. 

or additional information, you may contact Dana Knight or Richard evans at the addross 
below. 

Thanks, 

Richard M. Evans 
McCormfck. Taylor 81 Associates, Inc. 
309 South Exeter Street - 4th Floor 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
Phone 410^62-7400. (FAX - 7401) 
Cellular 410-446-5111 
SticAaul 
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Febraary 5, 2002 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Donald McKee 
305 Nonhwest Dr. 
Silver Spring MD 20901 ' 

Dear Mr. McKee: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding traffic considerations along neighborhood streets has 
been noted, including FDA employee traffic, traffic on Northwest Drive, and the use of 
double left and right tum lanes at Lockwood Drive and New Hampshire Ave. Your 
follow-up comment (after the public informational meeting) regarding the double right 
and left turning lanes not being used has also been noted. 

With regard to Lockwood Drive, it is classified by the local County master plan as 
an arterial road, and therefore, is intended to carry through traffic as well as residential 
access traffic. With regard to traffic volume restrictions on Northwest Drive, the 
Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPWT) can 
initiate • traffic study upon formal requests Ky citizens, homeowners, or neighborhood 
associations once a specific problem materializes. This type of study would determine 
appropriate measures to deal with the specific problem. The MCDPWAT does not 
implement volume restrictions based on forecasted problems, but uses actual observed 
data to install the most effective immediate solution. MCDPWAT can be contacted at 
101 Monroe St., Rockville, Maryland, 20850. 
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The Slate Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue 
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the 
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for 
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project 
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpkj)ight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs    0 \ 
Chief, Highway Design Division 

cc:       l^lr.Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
NDSIJaiia^CKHi'gfilJMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr.Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T 

BUWT MILLS CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20901 

OFFICCRS 

PRtSIDEWT 
Donald McKec 

305 Northwest Dri*« 
301 593-4591 

VICC fRtStDENT 

313 Biml Mill! Avt 
301593-3120      • 

TMASUIU* 
Doril Wmjfrin 

10102 CM* Sow 
301 593-2617 

Mr.   Ken   Briggs,   Project  Mgr. 
Office   of   Highway  D.isign,   Mallstop C-102 
Maryland   State  Higfavay.Adn, 
707  Ho.   Calvert  St. 
Baltimore,   ND.21202 

SECRTTARY 
Shtlli CliuHlW-LBin 
<0I Burnt Mills Avt 

30t 593^913 

25   Nov. 2002 
305  Northwest Dr. 
Silver  Spring,MD  20901 

Dear  Mr.   Briggs 

Ref:   MD  650   Study 
tJS-29  to  Powder  Mill 

Or. 
Our community of 320 homes borders on Loclcwood fc.'. and goes 

westward  across 29 to the Northwest Branch. Our northern border 
is Northwest Dr. 

He attended a meeting a year ago(7 Nov 01) wherein • Bob Simpson 
of Montgomery Co. heard our thoughts about the FDA project. We did 
not indicate a non-support then nor do we now,but traffic consider- 
ations along our neighborhood streets still remain foremost on our 
minds. These are small residential streets with parking already 
existent. FDA employees going to and from work win certainly 
impact them. To wit: 

Or. 
Lockvood fee. 

Northwest Dr.- US29 to New Hampshire 
speed bumps already in place,but 
will it become a convenient cut-through? 
houses both sides, 24'roadway       _ 
a convenient short-cut for traffic coming north 
on 29 turning south on NH. 
Providing   two right'turn lanes off of Lockvood 
at N.H. win just encourage further use of this 
short cut. And conversely at PM rush hour, 
providing a double left turn lane off of NH 
onto' Lockvood repeats the process. 

Our Assn* strongly urges that stepv be taken to lessen the use 
of commuter traffic on these two streets not to encourage. It. 

1;l>oV Very truly yours, 
_Burnt Mills Citizens Assn. 

/flfeu OMA Mk,        : ^^W^VW^M^ 
C^ '   yl ' Donald  M.   McKee, 
X ftU-   VH- CuA UiPr C^n^v    PreBldent 
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February 5,2003 

' Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Susan Mellish Edwards 
811 McCeney Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20901 

Dear Ms. Edwards: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider.provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comments rejsaniins .ucal use of the study area and pedestrian safety have 
been noted, as have your concerns regarding the consistency of the proposed 
improvements with the White Oak Master Plan and Regional Planning. 

In response to your first comment regarding pedestrian safety and local access at 
the west leg of the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection, the additional right and left 
turn lanes are not included as part of this project based on response from the community. 

Regarding your comment on the White Oak Transit Center Study, additional 
coordination has revealed that the focus of transit studies has changed in the White Oak 
area since the publication of the October 2002 EA/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation. 
Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPW&T) 
completed a two-year study to determine the feasibility of locating a transit center in the 
White Oak Shopping Center. The study expanded on the 1997 White Oak Master Plan 
recommendation to look at other potentially feasible transit center locations in the White 
Oak area. The prototype for technical analysis as the study began was a facility with 500 
parking spaces and six bus bays. As the study progressed, a decision was made by 
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MCDPW&T to delay the long-term transit study, including the potential for a large-scale 
transit center at the White Oak Shopping Center. MCDPW&T focused on short-term 
improvements instead, specifically improvements to heavily used bus stops in the vicinity 
of MD 650 and Lockwood Drive. The final study report presents a proposed facility 
program for the bus stop improvements. Bus pads will be installed on New Hampshire 
Avenue at Lockwood. Drive (east and west sides, north of Lockwood Drive). According 
to MCDPW&T, there are no immediate plans to reinitiate the transit center study." 

In response to your comment regarding the March 2002 Transportation 
Management Plan (TMP), further coordination with General Services Administration 
(GSA) has revealed that the NCPC did not approve the 1.5 persons per vehicle. 
Currently, the NCPC has approved the parking ratio of 1:2 (1 parking space for 2 
employees) and requires that NCPC review the parking ratio as the faciltly is constructed 
and the parking habits of FDA employees are observed. Thete is limited public 
transportation to the site, and many of the employees work odd and long hours so car- 
pooling is difficult. GSA and its traffic consultant anticipate that more parking maybe 
needed than what has been approved, as they predict a ratio of 1.2:2 (1.2 parking spaces 
for 2 employees). 

With regard to your final comment, the GSA as a part of their entire building plan 
is presently studying the Cherry Hill Road entrance to the FDA Facility. The traffic 
studies that were performed for the New Hampshire Avenue design were done with the 
understanding that the north entrance would be constructed before the final build out is 
completed. The GSA, State Highway Administration, (SHA) and Montgomery County 
Agencies have been and continue to work closely together in the development of this 
project. 

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the 
feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the project mailing 
list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for your interest. If you 
have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662- 
7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

tL/k 
Kenneth T. Briggs /KV 
Chief, Highway DeMgn Division 

L 
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Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
^CBinaiFtKHiptrMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr.Oiarlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T 

811 McC«ney,Avenu« 
' SJver Spring, MO 20901 

Novamtx'r 25,2002 
M«. D«nfBe King 
Envfroomental SpedalW 
Federal Highway Admlnl«trafon 
The Rotunda - Siite 220 
711We»t4t>*SlrB* 
Bafllmora. MD 21211 

•Dear Ms. King: 

Folowe are two pagm, copy of comment* subm'tte< to Mr. Ken Brtoos nganHra 
Project Ha M0800B21 October 2002 MO 650 Study and Envtrormental AM.«meat 
Dratt for your rew4e«. 

Please submit as wItten tertlmony for tW. project I appredate yow consideration 

Sfncerety, 

^•SC^T^OJ^A 5^^ .yb 5 
Sman MeUeh Edoarde 
Vlce-Pretldant 
Burnt Mm* hMs CKItera Association 



811 McCeney Avenue 
Silver Sprtno, MD 20901 

November 25,2002 

Ms. Cynthia Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Mall Stop C-301 
Baltimore. MD 21202 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

Follows are two pages, copy of comments submitted to Mr. Ken Briggs regarding 
Project No. M0B0OB21 October 2002 MO 650 Study and Environnental Assessment 
Draft tor your review. 

Please submit as written testimony for this project. I appreciate your consideration 
in this matter. i 

Sli 

Susan MeWsh Edwards 
Vice-President 
Burnt MNIt hits Citizens Association 

811 McCeney Avenue 
Sliver Spring, MD 20601 

' Ncvember 25,2002 
Ken BHggs, Project Mensger 
Office of Highway Design 
Msryfand Ststs Highway Admlnlstnitien 
Meilstop 0-102 
707 North Calvert Street 
BelSmore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Brlggs: 
In rcrvlew of the MD 650 Study AHemele 2 - Build AltomaBve I am wrttlng to 

express our community's concern thet the lmpn>/ements shown do not sufncJentty 
eddress pedestrian safety Issues and local access and are not oonslsJent with the 
1097 WWte Oak Master Plan and Regional Planning. 

For our community and the adjoining communities Lockwood Drive serves as 
a local connector with a church, hw synagogues, daycare and swim centers and 
high pedestrian usage. With the relocation of FDA our communities wdl be faced 
wtlh slgnrfleant eddlHonal congesMon Ihst the MD e50/Locfcwood Drive corridor 
cannot support wllhout Improvements that will also allow local uee. 

The Environmental Aasessment for the MD 650 Study slates that It Is consistent 
with the 1967 White Oak Master Plan and the Plan's support tor the FDA facllty: 
to mitigate Iraffle Impacts from FDA employees, mlnlmlie congsstlon on MO 650 
during peak hours and preclude the use of Lockwood Drive, Schinefer Drive end 
Northwest Drive as commuter thoroughfsrBs for FDA employees. However, the 
SHA ImptOTements to the MD 650/l.ockwood Drive west leg of the-tnterseetlon 
Include an additional right turn lane onto southbound New Hsmpshlie Ave. whlctt 
will In fact encourage the use of Lockwood Drive by FDA employees. Its location 

• is In an ems that has two bus slops (one on each side of Lockwood Drive) 
adjacent to the main entrance for the Bertishlre hlgh-riae apartments end the 
commercial center with significant pedestrian crossings at mid-streel 
Representatives ef our community and the adjoining community e# Burnt MOIs 
voiced these concerns to Bob Simpson In a meeting on 11/7/01 regarding this 
sddltlon of a 2" right turn and the need Instead tor an Increased level <* pedestrian 
safety and locrf access. An additional right turn lane should riot be included In the 
final design of the west leg of this Irtaraectton. 

For this same mason our communlly ta In support of the additional northbound 
MD 650 lane and single lefMivn lane onto Lockwood Drive which discourages the uee 
of Lockwood Drive as a cut-through and encourages the use of the US 2B lnterchan0e 
by FDA employeee. „„J 

The Environmental Assessment for the MD 650 Study states that the Propoeed 
improvements support the poesibioty of a Transit Center at the WhHe Oak Shopping 
Center and uses as a model the 'current concepT for the Transit Center h»>*ig 
600 parking spaces end six bus beys. The MD 650 Study also shows an exduehre 
letMum lane In the existing median of southbound New Hampshire Ave. to provWa 
access Into the White Oak Shopping Center. However, the Tranrttf^'f*** 
identified operational constraints with this location end use of INs left tun If H is rw* 
slyvslked. Referoncee end Justllteatlon of Improvemenls based on the 
Trsnsll Center should therefore be removed from tNs docwner*. 

The Environmental As^ssment also ladudee tie 20O2 TMP for the 
FDA Cor-nndstto. M peri <« s regional rtan consistency of TDM goals kVnlifled In 
the While Oak Master Plan. Ho—v-r. the TMP Emitted by FDA was not approved 
by NCPC In 2002 as the perking ratio was m ex««ic^e 1 sp«e tor *~V 
remclOYeeeepcro*edfc»flnelt»J»d-out   NCPC further requires GSA to sUm* a 
revEed TMP w«h a cowmtmenl to undertek«_w»cffle TDM stratagl- to r 



gcote. Retereneta to »)• FOA M02 TMP ind parttinj mmhimKxAJ »w<An l» 
Meted frem IH* OaeumTt and nol wad u josifcMion lor MO 060 Vn^wtnw^. 

In «urTtfBar)r, tur arnnvrltf ilnngly faeft gul coontrafion b«*«en GKA. SHA 
snd ucnloomwy and PUna G«rpe't County phmnen tM ufib** t» >C arttanca 
Jsr PDA, pn>*«B« Wipwoixu to tm tupporling mo**• •nlma nml mtt m 
3CCna«KwlyponunatrBtBo(MlDmdunlhaninitnrt<ov«ita|sKWr«^iM:nlw '' 
FDA amptoyM* «oUtd hwa (he gnalECI 'mpad hr (Ni am. TN» tmHrmj aAh 
Msfaedion rnprvemarft olang NMT HamfaMn Ava. Val pRwida aafa tmltatilai 
accaaa and allow kxat ua« to eorfinue weuld M dant to the M»« a »» 
1697 White Oak Master Plan md would be lha bait wanp* el R^'ontf Piamli« 

'• •PW^d"** youf eonrfdenrion rf our oommiWly coneaina and »• evporu^iy to 

Siran*. 

SuMn MelUh Ed*w«i 
VWs-Pfaaldartf 
Burnt MTU. HIU CMana Aaurtadoi 

SMA 
StateHM^ 

i.-N-n I., l-lhrilt-h.-Ir. 

AilmlnitlrillM 

'«i»-   •  MIHjuflS. SirtHf. A/. i~frrmtr  •  Tnftl M. Klilh'mitn.. 

February 5, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, 'Maryland 

Ms. Elizabeth St. John 
10500 Rodney Rd. 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Ms. St.' John: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug (FDA) 
facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project will also consider 
adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and planned activity centers, 
including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding pedestrian safety and adequate provision for physically 
challenged persons has been noted, as have your concerns regarding the proposed transit 
center. ••--•--_.____ 

All of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) design requirements have been 
applied to this design. Several agencies have contributed to and accepted the designs for 
pedestrian accommodation, including: the Maryland National Capitol Parks and Planning 
Commission (M-NCPPC); Montgomery County Department of Public Works and 
Transportation (MCDPW&T), State Highway Administration Office of Traffic and 
Safety, and the State Highway Administration District 3 TrafTic. 

With regard to a transit center at the former Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission (WSSC) site, we appreciate the comment; the_MCDPW&T will further 
evaluate it when this study moves forward. 

Mv ii-fc-phtNta' iiuinNV7ltiJ!.fo«r nomh-r 1*  

thtiti**,.iihir*-**: wi a« ;ir - itnNim.^.. .Miirt^tuiri; 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

fertmh 
Kenneth T. Briggs   \\i 
Chief, Highway De^gij Division 

Ms. Lisa Choplin, Assistant Division Chief, SHA   . 
Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
MKDgfBEE'KffiSS; McConnick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr.Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T 

To: Maryland Department of Transportation, State Highway Administration 
From: Elizabeth St. John - HiHandale Resident . 

10500 Rodney Rd 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 (name already on mailing list) 

Concerning: Stated improveineTtts to MD 650- Comments and Concerns 
Date: November 25,2002 "_  ' 

You have gone to a great deal of trouble, time and expense to distribute detailed maps 
showing planned improvements. However, this is very confusing and perhaps misleading 
in that the maps do not appear to include some of the maps shared in the last meeting held 
-item. 

As an example, the entrance to the Hillandale Park, south of the firehouse and Chalmers, 
Hoes not show any changes. Clearly, if the plans for the golf course entrance remain 
intact, this is a significant oversight. As I have previously discussed with one of your 
'cpresentatives, this must be designed properly and with care. Your representative told - 
me that lines of sight as drivers exit the park are already poor and potentially quite 
Hnngerous. When coupled with the feet that CHI vehicles are not allowed to exit to the 
'eft, those that need to go south almost always come north as far as the park entrance and 
•nake u-turns at,this intersection. You know this, but this has not been addressed in • 
sntisfectdry way. 

Mso, in reference to this golf course entrance, I have repeatedly staled my concerns about 
pedestrian safety. 1 was told that this had not even been considered but that it would he 
nrfdressed. This golf course is supposed to appeal to younger golfers who are not yet of 
'! riving age. Many in the area would want to walk into the park. The pedestrian access is 
rnrrently limited to the Chalmers intersectioa In view of the County's new, long overdue 
Tnphasis on pedestrian safety, this entrance must be carefully planned. A pedestrian 
•'rath "occurred at this intersection in February of 2002 and it would be an inexcusable 
• ragedy if such a thing were to occur again. When this area is redesigned, lighting wiD 
ilso be an issue. It is the understanding of the neighborhood that there will be a Ih driving 
•nnge on the golf course, so traffic wiD be coming in and out at after dark. 

"he issue of bus stops and safety must be addressed in this corridor as well. AH 
envemment agencies have a responsibility to help assure the success of our public 
• -nnsportation system. When New Hampshire Avenue work is completed on this stretch, 
i' is essential that you coordinate with WMATA to ensure that the bus stops are in safe 
'"cations whh safe pedestrian access. It would also be extremely helpful if you could help 
-mphasize the need for bus shehers, rather than ignoring the issue and assuming that it is 
"Vay for vehicles to pass within a few feet of unprotected waiting riders while driving at 
: reeds that are more in line with posted behway limits. 

' have also previously expressed my concern for the physically challenged individuals 
• ho cross this stretch of New Hampshire Avenue five days a week, often during peak 

• nffic hours, in order to access their workplace at CHI. THIS AREA MUST BE KEPT 
S AFE AND ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL. It is not a superhighway. Just as you have 



responsibility for the safe movement of vehicular'traffic, you should also be responsible 
for planning for pedestrian safety. 

It is also evident from your plans that New Hampshire Avenue i? still being emphasized 
as the only way in and out of FDA. I recognize that the Nov 25 meeting is in reference to 
New Hampshire Avenue, but you must also recognize the importance of planning for the 
entrance on Cherry Hill Road. There are environmental concerns within the confines of 
the U.S Govenunent property that wiD have to be addressed, but the neighborhood 
deserves full disclosurt regarding the entrances and efforts made to bring traffic through 
the area in a more balanced manner. 

Lockwood Drive is also an area of serious concern for area roadways. Many pedestrians 
are crossing that road at numerous spots up and down its length. Traffic is too fast and 
too heavy already. It appears that your lane change plan on northbound New Hampshire 
Avenue intentionally encourages more vehicles to use Lockwood. This is inappropriate 
and unnecessary. If this is indeed your intention, then you must address pedestrian safety 
at EVERY POINT along Lockwood. Considerations that must not be overlooked are the 
presence of a day care facility, numerous bus stops and the presence of those, who must, 
for religious reasons, walk to their places of worship. Perhaps th^ last issue is considered 
unimportant, but it should not be. These individuals have a Sabbath that specifically 
dictates arriving on foot prior to sundown at the start of the Sabbath and High Holy Days. 
This automatically means the presence of many pedestrians who MUST cross at dusk on 
Fridays, overlapping rush hour for much of the year. 

It is also my understanding that your studies do not justify a four way slop at Lockwood 
and Burnt Mills Avenue. If this is the case, your studies are faulty. This intersection is 
already extremely hazardous. The inevitable increase in traffic will make ft even more so. 
Who wiD bear the responsibility for the accidents that will occur at this inteisection? 

I have also expressed my concern in the past for the safety issues involved in placing a 
new left turn entry from New Hampshire Avenue southbound into the White Oak 
Shopping Center. Apparently, DO traffic light is intended to control this new turn. If this is 
the case, I trust that you have very carefully considered the placement of all bus stops and 
all currently used pedestrian routes. I'm aware that these pedestrian routes are, in many 
cases, illegal, but that doesn't stop the fact that they exist. Perhaps some sort of safety 
breakaway fencing needs to be installed along this corridor to prevent pedestrians from 
making bad decisions. Obviously, anything of that nature that is installed must be safe in 
case of vehicle impact and must be difficult for pedestrians to navigate. 

I also suggest that the right hand needs to communicate with the left. We have been on 
the receiving end of very mixed messages in regard to the existence or non-existence of 
the transit center. Is your plan correct? Who makes the decision? How do we know wtat 
is really in the works? 

fW 3 #? 
You also should be aware of Doug Duncan's Go Montgomery plans and how those 
impact this corridor. Let's not tear up this entire corridor just to see it undone and torn up 
again within a few short years. 

I have a concern which I will also share with' the Go Montgomery team - if a transit 
center and/or a metro statfon are in the works for sometime in the next decade, please 
look at the possibility of locating it on the site of the former WSSC sludge processing 
plant offof 29 in the Tech Road area. It is my understanding that that area is planned as 
the next high tech area of the County. If a transit center could be placed there, it could, 
quite efficiently channel traffic coming' south from Howard County, it would be close to ' ' 
the Cheny Hill corridor for access to the Routes 1 and 95, and ft has the potential to be an 
appropriate site for access to the thousands of FDA employees who are expected within 
the next several years. This site is much more appropriate for a transit center and/or • 
metro station. 

And, please, no more meetings that are slated to begin at 6 p.m. With work schedules as 
they are and existing traffic, it is clearly impossible for many individuals to be present it 
such an early hour. ~ 

Let's do tins thirig right. 

CC: Arthur Hobnes, Go Montgomery 



• .  Bobbino*' 

hank you for your intereat in the proposed ingnrovement to MD650 tram • 
mder Mill Road to North olVSli. , 

:im wi'deninff along,    HD650 ip limited to th«' ar«..de8crib«d. in the 
rochura*   a* you notad.     There are no current plan*  to' widen- MD 650 
syond theae llnita  in thie area. 

leaee  feel  free fcb co'nta'ct me if you have additional question*. 

tank You- 

:an Brlgga 

trm»th Brloos    • 
lief.   Highway Deaiorn Division 
> State Hiohway Administration 
17 H.  Calvert  Street 
iltimore MD.   21202 
•one  410-545-6761 
.Tl   rree .1-888-228-5003 
1  0-333-2450 

-i kbrlggsfsha.state.md.us 

> Martha- Bobblno 12/31/02 02:26nf >» 
ar Mr. Briggsi 

received the notice regarding the informational workshop about 
bSect * 
eject but was Unable to attend on Nov. 25.  I have read through thie 
ochiire that X received through the mail and do have a couple of 
estlone. 

live on New Hampshire Avenue (Mb 650) just a little bit north of the 
tersectlon with US 29.  From what I can gather in the brochure, it 
pears 
at, at least as of the present time,' there are no definite plans to 
den 
0 beyond the project area described in the brochure. la this correct? 

ere are plans to widen 650 beyond what is described in the brochure, 

a  give me more specifics about this and a' time frame when this 
pansion 
jht  be started? 

ink you for your aaslstance. 

rtha Bobbino 

Afrnebrf 

GuUCiJLiOji^Uv 
1 •dmlnlsttatloaT' 
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January 15, 2003 

RE:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County Maryland 

Mr. Howard Bell Jr. 
800 McCeney Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20901 

Dear Mr. Bell: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north ofUS 29. The purpose of the project is to 
improve traffic operations for MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of 
US 29   The project will consider provisions for improving circulation of traffic and pedestrians 
.o and from the proposed Food and Drug (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval , 
Ordinance Laboratory. The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle 
nccess to existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding the proposed turning lanes has been noted, as have your 
concerns regarding the useof Lockwood Drive by FDA employees, and consistency of the 
nroposed plans with the White Oak Master Plan. At this time, there is no Tndication that an  
ndditional right mm lane from Lockwood Drive onto southbound MD 650 would be considered 
in the near future and defiantly not in this design project. 

The operation of the southbound left turn lane from MD 650 into the White Oak 
Shoopine Center, you have concerns with, has been analyzed. Traffic studies have mdicated that 
Jhe signal phasing at Lockwood Drive and MD 650 provides sufficient breaks in traffic now to 
-.ccommodate the anticipated left tum traffic into the parking lot. It has been agreed that this 
movement will be monitored after the project has been completed_and if warranted, a signal will 

he installed in the future. 

My i.-hiih.-*' mmtlfcT i.dMnv immlwr 1> _ 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on 
the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank.you for Jfour 
interest. 

Sincerely, /i ;• 

 KennetMVBriggSi ( 
Highway Design DiJ 

ec:       Mr. Darrell Sacks ' 
Miai'lilliHIIiUmmuiH^cConnick, Taylor and Associates 

800 MeCeney Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 
December 18.2002 ! 

Mr. Ken Briggs, Project Manager 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
Mailstop C-102 
707 North Calvert Street 
Bahimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Briggs: • 

After reviewing the improvements shown in the MD 650 Study Alternate 2- Build Ahematfve, I 
have a number of comments. According to the Environmental Assessment for the Study it is 
consistent with the 1997 White Oak Master Plan and the Plan's support for the FDA fiicifity: to"" 
mhigate traffic impacts from FDA employees, minimize congestion on MD 650 during peak houra 
and preclude the use of Lockwood Drive. Schindler Drive and Northwest Drive as commuter 
thoroughfares for FDA employees. 

Given the above, I am in support of the northbound MD 650 single left-turn lane onto Lockwood 
Drive, which discourtges the use of Lockwood Drive as a cut-through and encourages the use of 
the US 29 interchange by FDA employees. 

I am also in support of a single right turn lane onto southbound New Hampshire Ave. as a was 
presented at the November 25, 2002 community meeting. Should the improvements to the MD 
650/Lockwood Drive west leg of the intersection be revised again to include an addhional right 
turn lane onto southbound New Hampshire Ave. it would not be consistent with the 1997 White 
Oak Master Plan and Regional Planning since it would in feet encourage the use of Lockwood      ' 
Drive by FDA employees in an area that has two bus stops (one on each side of Lockwood Drive) 
adjacent to the main entrance for the Berkshire high-rise apartments and a commercial center with 
significant pedestrian crossings at mid-street 

The MD 650 study also shows an exclusive lefl-tum lane in the existing median of southbound 
New Hampshire Ave. to provide access into the White Oak Shopping Center. However, the 
Transit Center Study at the White Oak Shopping Center identified operational constraints with this 
location and the use of a left tum if k is not signalized. Hence. I am opposed to this left mm lane 
unless it is signalized. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on MD 650 Study Alternate 2- Build Alternative. 

"b—*,      P/'^   f^*^*   <--<-*§**** Submitted by' 

"AIQ ;-:; i-^ij .\.\:. 

•>„,.-«- Fa» Nal* 

'-Uio.LLiilor 

(tSBT^J 
y;^jg£ gr^r 

Howard W. Bel Jr. 
Resident of BMHCA 
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February 5,2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 . 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Bruce White 
6724 Baltimore Ave. 
Univereity Park MD 20782 

Dear Mr. White: ' 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Dnig 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comments regarding additional weave provisions at the ramp from 
southbound MD 650 to northbound US 29 have been noted, as has your concern 
regarding new signage. 

The final design for the MD 650 improvements will include new signage. A new 
sign will be placed in the gore (the area between the ramp and MD 650) that will read: 
US 29 NORTH right arrow. 20 MPH. The 20 MPH will be black with a yellow 
background so that it will be highly visible; the remaining portion of the sign will be 
white on a green background. At this time, there will be no re-grading of the ramp. 

i*.k1)l»«i<. minilttT-t..n-rnv niimlaf t« _ 
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Mr. Bruce White 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs     / 'l| 
Chief, Highway Design division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
ffiaOSKEEIKiiight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr.Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

•. MO900B21 
INFORMATIONAL PUBUC MEETING 

• MD 650 WEVV HAMPSHIRE A VE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MUX RD TO NORTH OF t/S 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 PM. - S.OO PM. 
CHI CENTER 

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 

PLEASE 

NAME        (JR^OL      0j^r; 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

Ib^HS       CoOAJC IU 

==  DATE     H/Llfot- 

OAJIU   PfrKK. STATE AiP       2IP    Zb?f2, 

I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project 

J'V gri/ti.      Tb       -fC-C        TX/1T-      /vxo/^g.      UiC/lU,^ G- 

TH£        OB U.  /O  HI kl fLefg.      oP      TKg.     tU/^i 

•f/3 oi   a.q    -n    ro   AIJ    ts-o    -^^U.C^^A    rn-t 

-rV£-       ft-AtnP        g£       Cr*-*S>£p      fr-r        A *->      A *± 6 L C     To 

fll*^ 
Q Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List 
* Persons who have received fycow, of this brochure through the maH are already on 

the project Mailing List 

SMA 
StatefMS!: 
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Febniary 5, 2002 

Re:      Project No. MO900fi2r 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 

""«.,.      „ . Montgomery County, Maryland 
Ms. Mary Cnncenti 
9621 Dilston Rd. 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Ms. Criricenti: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New HanTpshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commerci al sites. ~ 

Your comment regarding the current Beltway interchange conditions has been 
noted, as have your concerns regarding safety and increased traffic in the study area. The 
project has been desi'gned.to increase capacity on New Hampshire Avenue at the local 
intersections between US 29 and 1-495 and to improve access to and from the FDA site. 
The State Highway Administration (SHA) is aware of the rush hour overload along US. 
29, as well as many other major, highways and interchanges in the Washington 
Metropolitan Area. A major undertaking such as rebuilding the US 29/New Hampshire 
Avenue Interchange has been studied by SHA in the past and the existing interchange 
was deemed to be functional for the foreseeable future. Your concerns have been noted 
and will be forwarded to the Project Planning Division (PPD) of the Maryland State 
Highway Administration for consideration. 

Jh' ii^^lfMi*. itMmthY'iiA.rr*,., 
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Ms. Mary Crincenti 
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The State Highway Administration has reviewed all tomments and will continue 
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the 
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank-you for 
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project 
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpki)ight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway De&i£n Division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
/Sggj335Ba®KnighifMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

'   MO900B2I 
INFORMATIONAL PUBUC MEETING 

MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE A VE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 600 PM. - 8:00 PM. 
CHI CENTER 

10501 NEW-HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 -1197 

MaryPCrlcsntl        
9621 Dili ton Bd 
Sliver Spring, HD 20f 03 

.     STATE 

DATE      /£ /yjgp 

ZIP 

' "We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects 6\ thl« project: 

T". ^A-.^-f   kW/ViML-.-H«-f y/M. ^rg. (^l/i)n<? "f'hej.- 

a\e a •' : : .— 

1 Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List 

1 Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing Urt. 
'  Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are already on 

rte project Mailing List 
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February 5,2002 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Laura McDonald 
11555MichaleCt. 
Silver Spring MD 20904 

i 
Dear Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drag 
Administration {FDA} facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding potential routing into FDA from the northeast has been 
noted, as have your concerns regarding where FDA employees are coming from. The Zip 
Code analysis has been a part of the traffic studies for the development of the MD 650 
design. 

With regard to access via Industrial Boulevard and from US 29 directly to 
Michelson (perhaps via Stewart Lane), these ideas were studied when the County updated 
its master plans for Fairland and White Oak in 1997. The concepts were dropped from 
consideration due to the negative impacts they would have on the natural environment. 

Pedestrian movements crossing MD 650 in the vicinity of the Lockwood Drive 
intersection has been carefully studied and is recognized as a major pedestrian route 
between the Berkshire Towers (also known as The Point) and the surrounding 
communities including Burnt Mills. The design includes landscaping and fencing in the 
median to encourage pedestrians to use the signalized crosswalks at the intersection. 

\lv l.-fc-**.**' nNtntftv ltin.fn*. nmmtm-r i-   
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Ms. Laura McDonald 
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Febraary 5,2003 

The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue 
to mvesttgate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the 
project mailing list tn order to keep you informed about onr progress. Thank you for 
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight Project 
Manager, at 410 662-7400 or (lpknight@mta.biz. 

t 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs   (j\( 
Chief, Highway Design THvision 

cc:       Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
*?Gg&m^K#8!n. McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

•MO900B21 
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING 

' MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 PM. - 8:00 P.M. 
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10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 
• SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 
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January 24, 2003 -   , 

RE:      Project No. >.!C9C0B21 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Ed Driscoll 
11239 Legato Way 
Silver Spring MD 20901 

Dear Mr. Driscoll: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding wildlife protection at the FDA site has been noted. This 
issue has been addressed in coordination with the General Services Administration 
(GSA), the Golf Course Management, and Maryland National Capital Park and Planning • 
Commission (M-NPPC). The State Highway Administration's (SHA) proposed design 
and specifications require that the contractor install temporary 8-foot high chain link 
fencing at the limits of construction within the golf course property prior to removal of 
any existing fencing. This temporary fence must remain in place until the new fencing 
near the proposed sidewalk/bike path is complete and secure. 
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Mr. Ed Driscoll 
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The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the 
feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the project mailing 
list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for your interest  If 
you have any questions, please contact me at 410-545-8761,1-888-228-5003 or 
kbriggs@sha.state.md.us. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs | 
Chief, Highway Design Division 

Dairell Sacks, SHA - PPD 
flanE£5ng35EJ551I!BEMcCormiclc Taylor, and Associates 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

'   MO900B21 
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING 

MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 PM. - MX) PM. 
CHI CENTER 

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 -1197    - 

PLEASE 

PRIWT 
ADDRESS

l VVZ^Il^Jwhs   Uk., 
DATE    mT. O^ 

STATE A^_ ZIP "Z-OHO\ 
UWe wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects ot this project 

1 am concerned aboutthe Wildlife at White Oak Golf Course especially during'any 
KS TrCti0n 0n^••P*K"A^Irismy concem^aJmp^Tenci^ 
ta thh I^fr      y pe•'",en, fenCing haS ,0 •* ren,oved durin* constmction. I have li^ 
n th,s area for over 35 years and am very aware of the Deer, Ground Hogs. Geese, etc... 

that graze on the golf cou^e and many times right by the fence facing New Hampshire 
Ave. If any of the current fencing .s removed during construction and no temporary 
fencing is put m its place, it is a guarantee some of the Wildlife will wander onto New 

ZT u      ^ T nl0nly endanger ,heir lives taI ,he lives of "^orf*" ^ving on New Hampshire Ave. This is not a small detail to be overlooked so I thank you foT 
allowing me this opportunity to bring it to your attention if you have not already 
considered the matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ed Driscoll 
11239 Legato Way 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 

BPtease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List 

D Please delete my/our nanie(s) from the Mailing List 
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on 

the project Mailing Ust 
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January 24, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21.. 
.. . MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 

North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Florence R. Morgan 
10403 New Hampshire Ave. 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Ms. Morgan: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mil) Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the former While Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your question regarding potential impacts to houses located on New Hampshire 
Avenue between the FDA and Powder Mill Road has been noted. Houses along the east 
side of MD 650 (opposite the FDA property) will not be impacted. The closest work will 
be re-landscaping of the area that divides southbound New Hampshire Avenue from the 
Frontage Road. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any questions, please contact me at 410-545- 
8761,1-888-228-5003, or kbriggs@sha.state.md.us. 

Sincerely, 

jkLrm* 
Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway Design Division 
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Ms. Florence Morgan 
Page Two 
January 24, 2003 

Darrell Sacks, SHA - PPD 
^EfSgggU^KWgBCMcConnick, Taylor, and Associates 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

•MO900B23 
INFORMATIONAL PUBUC MEETING 

•MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 PM. - 8:00 PM. 
CHI CENTER 

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903-1197 

NAME" ^BTUl^t^^TVl^VAA, DATE   "|aUagL 
ADDRESS ^<t^3>UJu)tW^'-^^-  
crrf ^U^ SJ^-^       STATE K^) ZIP   S^f^B 

I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects o\ this project 

^^fr^xte^a ^/pgu^fei-Jl (&^>V&-M^ ^ifl^^yJUC\a>.CW^vvxx>_ 

PLEASE 

PRINT 

[JO Please add my/bur namefs) to the Mailing UsL 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List 
Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on 
the project Mailing List 
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February 5, 2003 

' Re:      Project No. MO900B21 . 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Leonard Friedman & Ms. Randi Passamaneck 
11824 Gordon Road * 
Silver Spring MD 20904 

Dear Mr. Friedman & Ms. Passamaneck: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project      • 
will also consider adequate vehidular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing an* 
planned activity centers, including coffimerciahsites; 

Your comment regarding traffic along New Hampshire Avenue has been noted, as 
has your concern regarding traffic on local streets. 

The Honorable Ida Ruben, Maryland State Senator, District 20, has requested thp 
Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) to perform another Signal Warrant 
Analysis at Quaint Acres Drive. The results of this study are expecjed in early April 
2003. This siuiiy will be managed out of SHA's District 3 ofTue. We have not had any 
requests for a Signal Warrant Analysis regarding Tanley Road.. However, an evaluation 
ofTanley Road can be initiated by writing to Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, 
Maryland State Highway Administration, 9300 Kenilworth Avenue, Greenbelt, MD 
20770. 

My iHi>plk«ti* munftrr-mO-rn'r numtvr 

tAf;/;.«,.itA/nwiM tun ri; - iuthim.wv. Mhrt^ruin; 
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Mr. Friedman ii Ms. Passaiiioiieci; 
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February 5, 2003 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our.progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 41 £662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs       iry 
Chief, Highway DesignT^visio 

The Honorable Ida G. Ruben, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Danell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
jrafSSffiSBSPPRgfiplfMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 

St ATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

•MO900B21 
momxnotiNL PUBUC MEETING 

MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD, TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 PM. - fl.OO PM. 
CHI CENTER 

30501NEWH/1MPSHJRE AVENUE 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 -1197 

NAME' 
PLEASE 

ADDRESS 
'^RIMT 

CITY 

DATE //AfA 
Mr. Imwrf Jritdmm 

Ml. t/m/imuemaiudt.   

SBtxrSpTiiy, MD2aS04 C ZIP 

i/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects ot this project 

CA^-et- 
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• Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing Ust 

Q Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing Ust 
• Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on 

the project MaHIng List 
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February 6, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 
North <Jf US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Maxwell Keeler 
10600 Shedy Circle 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Mr. Keeler: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your commeiits regarding access along New Hampshire Avenue has been noted. 
The State Highway Administration's (SHA) proposed improvements incorporate a 
channelized median that would make it diflicult to exit from the McDonalds/Office 
Depot complex onto northbound MD 650. The design also shifts the median opening 
further south. As for closing the median break altogether, this would create hardship and 
loss of business to the commercial area occupants currently benefiting from that point of 
access. 

My H^'plHMfc1 iNiNitwiirfl-fnv iwmhiT U 
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Mr. Maxwell Keeler 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. YZ^ T 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about ourproLL 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please comae, D^T' 
Kmght, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 ordDknieU)m.a w„ 

Sincerely, 
,1 

cc: 

Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway Design 

Mr. Parrell Sacks,project Planning Division, SHA 
fi8^S®®3ug^McConnick, Taylor, and Associates 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

MO900B21 
INFORMATIONAL PUBUC MEETING , 

MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD.TO NORTH OF US 29 
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February 5, 2002 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Deanna Okrent 
10715 Gatewood Ave 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Ms. Okrent: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drag 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. Tlie project   ' 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding safety, traffic, and signage in the Burnt Mills Hills area 
has been noted, as has your concern regarding children in the area. 

With regard to traffic volume restrictions on Schindler Drive, Ruppert Road, and 
Cresthaven Drive where they intersect New Hampshire Avenue the Montgomery County 
Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPW&T) can initiate a traffic study 
upon formal requests by citizens, homeowners, or neighborhood associations once a 
specific problem materializes. This type of study will determine appropriate measures to 
deal with the specific problem. MCDPW&T does not install volume restrictions based 
on forecasted problems, but uses actual observed data to design the most effective 
solution. With regard to Northwest Drive opposite Mahan Road at MD 650, appropriate 
signing will be installed as part of the project to prohibit direct movements to and from 
the Federal Research Center property. MCDPW&T can be contacted at 101 Monroe St., 
Rockville, Maryland, 20850. 
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Ms. Deanni Okrent 
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The State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will continue 
to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the 
project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. Thank you for 
your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana Knight, Project 
Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Brigg^j 
Chief, Highway tJesign Division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks 
MaJSanaJSXrughCMcCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T 
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1, ~      Febmary 6,2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21    - 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road (o 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Charlotte Hennessy 
9708 22nd Ave , 
Adelphi, MD 20783  ' • . 

Dear Ms. Hennessy: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project Ts 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians 1o and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDAV facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding a right-tum only bay from Hillandale-Shopping Center 
onto Powder Mill Road has been noted. Because this is outside the limits of State or 
County jurisdiction (on Hillandale Shopping Center Property), a request needs to be 
made to the owners and operators of the White Oak Shopping Center. It would then be 
the responsibility of the Shopping Center to contact the Chief of the Montgomery County' 
Traffic and Parking Services Division to initiate a study for this access change to Powder 
Mill Road. 

.My tcfcTJfctrtf numtaf tidMm* nnnihrf \* __i____^__^__^^^^^^_ 
\hir.,hiH.I :,V/«* A-rrhi- fi* trnfmiirr.! tint rim) i,r Sfirrrh I.^Hl.Tr^JS'^ SlulfM Mf T.ill Knv 

i/„;i;»,f Miir*-**: i:u ti.« ;i: • iiMiiiiiti*v. Mnn^rwct; 
.- 7it7 Vtmh < 'nht^i >'mti   •   Itnltirturv. Mnrytaiwl il JlC   •   /*««•* A |il..Vl"f.m«l   •   www-.mHryltiiHtnmiK.'-irtii 



Ms. Charlotte Hennessy 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing Jist in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If. you have any funher questions please contact' Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

fMr.hi3jj~\ 
Kenneth T. Briggs    \ \ 
Chief, Highway Desigh Division . 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
OTgDaraWKiHgW; McCormick, Taylor, and Associate 
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January 24,2003 

R«K      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Dan Wilhelm 
•904 Cannon Rd. 
ColesvilleMD 20904 

Dear Mr. Wilhelm:    '• 

Thank yoii for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder.Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory.        , 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding sight lines and proposed improvements to New 
Hampshire Avenue has been noted. Thank you for supporting this project and providing 
us with suggestions to consider. The State Highway Administration (SHA) will provide 
sufficient sight distance at the movement you mentioned (New Hampshire Southbound at 
US 29 Southbound Ramp). 

Also, in response to your comment regarding the left turn into the White Oak 
Shopping Center from southbound New Hampshire Avenue, a signal would not be 
necessary because the current signal at Lockwood Drive will provide a break in traffic. 
This break in traffic would allow queued cars in the newly proposed left turn lane to enter 
the shopping center without major delays. 

Finally, your recommendation for three left turn lanes westbound from Lockwood 
Drive to southbound New Hampshire Avenue has also been noted. This movement is 
proposed to accommodate a triple left movement including one shared through/left lane. 
This is reflected in the final design plans. 
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Mr. Dan Wilhelm 
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January 24, 2003 

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the 
feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is included on the project mailing 
Irst in order to keep you informed-about our progress. Thank you for your interest If 
you have any questions, please contact me at 410-545-8761, I-888-228-5003. or 
kbriggs@sha.state.md.us. 

- . i 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Bnggs(jJ 
Chief, Highway Design Division __ 

Dairell Sacks, SHA - PPD 
ggSagggSSEfaSpl, McCormick, Taylor, and Associate 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

' -MO900B23 
INFORMATIONAL PUBUC MEETING 

'   MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE A VE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MHX RE> TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6.-00 PM. - 8:00 PM. 
CHI CENTER 

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 
, SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 -1397 

NAME 
PLEASE 

PRINT 

fltt/^ly/zuAyg,^ DATE 

ADDRESS 
qoVdAA'AJOAs   H/> 

uhsj- yoffi- 

crrY    CPL^MLL^ STATE JUL ZIP 
•X£>9ots 

1/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

f^p   fTj   MZIV HAHfshiAC fcorn Bov*>n        *T       u.'nt    <;our-/i Aa,,^A 

ftbw/nnS </ll>K,    OF      tM<!     Al*\<fcC>     CliFT    /yt/W-v   y^^tf" 

RfiM/*-    . ._ 

JJH.      tltc-n+./Ue^ir,   IT    HAVe    /f    SISA/AX- 

Lb FT rv#*. 

0Pleasc add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing UsL 
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are already on 

the project Mailing List 

Admlnlttrjtlon O t 

Rubtrl L. Ehrlirh. Jr.. florrrwir Mh-hnel S. Stfplo. Lftbrmry 6,TSW)3I- Kllllwimi. ,lrl,»,; Sn-rrlnni 

Re:     Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Holmes 
1709 Edgewater Parkway 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Holmes: , 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traflic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your questions regarding the New Hampshire/Colesville underpass, ingress & 
egress at White Oak Shopping Center, potential road widening, speed bumps, and bus 
stop locations have been noted. 

With regard to speed bumps, they are not allowed on Powder Mill Road because 
of its functional classification as an arterial road intended to carry through traflic as well 
as property access traffic. Speed bumps can be considered to other neighborhood streets 
in east Hillandale, through a process administered by the Montgomery-County , 
Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPW&T). A formal request should 
be submitted to that agency. Regarding to the issue of bus stops and turn arounds on 
FDA property, the local transit agencies (Metrobus and Ride-On) are actively 
coordinating with the FDA currently to implement that objective as part of the FDA site 
design. MCDPW&T can be contacted at 101 Monroe St., Rockville, Maryland, 20850. 
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Mr. & Mis. Norman Holmes 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Cenneth T. Briggs 
Chief Highway Desi&fi Division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
EH5n3a3t>lg$9]£BgMcConnick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Bob Simpson, MCDPW&T 
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Fcbniary 5,2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Cathy-Martin Urbanek 
,11333 Classical Lane .   . 
Silver Spring MD 20901 

Dear Ms. Urbanek: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comment regarding safety at the intersection of New Hampshire Avenue 
and the ramp for US 29 south has been noted. When entering the northbound left turn 
bay and approaching the flashing red signal, vehicles should come to a complete stop and 
wait for an acceptable gap in traffic before proceeding with the turn. The sign that is 
associated with the signal explains what the motorist must do in this situation ^'Proceed 
on Flashing Red After Slop"). This signal operation was implemented to minimize the 
delay to motorists using the ramp to head south on US 29, and it has operated as 
intended. 
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Ms. Cathy Urbanek 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mti.biz. 

Sincerely, 
J 

th T. Briggs    A      _ 
Chief, Highway Desi^i_Division 

Mr-Dan-ell Sacks, Project Planning Division, SHA 
jai£Bana;I£Kmgfj?, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 
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February 7, 2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650, From Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Eileen Finnegan 
10404 Sweetbriar Parkway 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

Dear Ms. Finnegan, , 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650'(New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving. 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the White Oak Federal Research Center. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

Your comments regarding the Environmental Assessment Document (EA) 
recently made available to the public have been noted, as have your concerns regarding 
levels of service and pedestrians crossing New Hampshire Avenue. A response is 
provided after each of your comments below. -    . 

Comment: 

Response: 

The White Oak Transit Center and the FDA's Revised Master Plan status 
have not been described with the most current information available, and   • 
the northeast entrance from Cherry Hill Road is not mentioned. 

Since the publication of the October 2002 EA/Draft Section 4(f) 
Evaluation, additional coordination has revealed that the focus of transit 
studies has changed in the White Oak area. Montgomery County 
Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPWT) completed a 
two-year study to determine the feasibility of locating a transit center in 
the White Oak Shopping Center. The study expanded on the 1997 mite 
Oak Master Plan recommendation to look at other potentially feasible 
transit center locations in the White Oak area. The prototype for technical 
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analysis as the study began was a facility with 500 parking spaces and sh 
,     bus bays. As the study progressed, a decision was made by Montgomerv 

County DTWT to delay the long-term transit study, including the potential 
for a large-scale transit center-at the White Oak Shopping Center. 
Montgomery County DPWT focused on short-term improvements instead, 
specifically improvements to heavily used bus stops in the vicinity of MD 
650 and Lockwood Drive. The final study report presents a proposed 
facility program for the bus stop improvements. Bus pads and streetscape 
improvements will be installed on Lockwood Drive east of New 
Hampshire Avenue, as well as on New Hampshire Avenue (east and west 
sides, north of Lockwood Drive). According to Montgomery County 
DPWT, there are no immediate plans to reinitiate the transit center study. 

Comment:      The reference to FDA's March 2002 Revised Master flan should be 
completed with the National Capital Planning Commission's (NCPC) 
Action of June 2002. In that action, NCPC did not approve the 1:1.5 
parking requested, but held to the standard of 1:2 parking spaces for the 

. FDA project. NCPC is requiring General Services Administration (GSA) 
to resubmh a Transportation Management Plan (TMP) within 9 months of 
full occupancy of the CDER office building (Phase 2). 

Response:      The October 2002 EA/Drafl Section 4(f) Evaluation stated that, as one of 
its transportation management strategies, the March 2002 TMP for the 
FDA Consolidation identified a goal of developing a program to increase 
the Average Vehicle Occupancy (AVO) to 1.5 persons per vehicle. 
Further coordination with GSA has revealed ^at the NCPC did not 
approve the 1.5 persons per vehicle. Currently, the NCPC has approved 
the parking ratio of 1:2 (1 parking space for 2 employees) and requires 
that NCPC review the parking ratio as the facility is constructed and the 
parking habits of FDA employees are observed. There is limited public 
transportatioTHo the site, and many of the employees work odd and long 
hours so ride-sharing is difficult. GSA and its traffic consultant anticipate 
that more parking may be needed than what has been approved, as they 
predict a ratio of 1.2:2 (1.2 parking spaces for 2 employees). 

Comment:      Informally, many associated with me project have been advising citizens 
that the "northeast gate" will be the solution to the anticipated gridlock of 
New Hampshire Avenue. The "promise" is (contrary to the BMI study) 
that Montgomery County residents will travel from Bethesda, Rockville, 
and east along Randolph Road - which becomes Cheny Hill - to enter the 
GSA property from this entrance at the Montgomery County line. Some 
mention of this entrance, and promised relief should be made - if indeed :* 
is going to happen as described." 

Ms. Eileen Finnegan 
Page Three 
February 7,2003 

Response:      GSA is currently initiating studies for the northeast access from Cherry 
Hill Road to the FDA facility. Environmental impact and cost estimate for 
this potential entrance are presently being conducted as part of the overall 
FDA development plan. Traffic evaluations for the MD 650 project have 
been based on the inclusion of this access entrance; however, the actual 
planning study is being undertaken by others. 

Comment:      Second concern raised is the poor "Level of Service" (LOS) ratings 
anticipated for the New Hampshire corridor. "Given the number of failing 
intersecfions, a confirmation of parking spaces and the anticipated peak 
loads (1800 p.m. from 6400 employees?) should be done. Some of the 
numbers used for the projections are re-hashed from very old, pre-BMI 
studies." 

Response:      This project has been developed to address the projected traffic generated 
by the FDA build out. The planned improvements have been scaled back 
to accommodate local citizen concerns about iftc potential fAr increased 
traffic along Lockwood Drive. While we agree that existing traffic flow is 
less than desirable during peak hours, the purpose of the project is to 
accommodate additional traffic generated by the build out of the FDA she. 
Regarding the number of parking spaces, the SHA has no jurisdiction over 
the determination of internal GSA she design. By providing a copy of this 
letter to a GSA representative, we are alerting them of your concerns. 

Comment:      Third concern raised is regarding pedestrians crossing New Hampshire 
Avenue. "The plans do not adequately address issues of pedestrian safetv. 
The commercial areas of Whhe Oak and Hillandale need safe and relevant 
pedestrian focus. The Montgomery Blue Ribbon Panel on Pedestrian and 
Traffic Safety has produced a significant document which has raised the 
level of understanding of the three E's - Education, Enforcement, and 
Engineering. Now is the time for Engineering for pedestrians along New 
Hampshire Avenue." 

Response:      Pedestrian safety is a very serious concern tor Cli project. Close 
coordination with the Monigomery County DPWT, the Maryland National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), and the State 
Highway Administration Office of Traffic Safety has been maintained 
throughout the design process. From Chalmers Road to Lockwood Drive, 
all bus stops will be located at signalized intersections (all of which have 
pedestrian signals and marked crossings) which include: Chalmers Road, 
Schindler Drive/Mahan Road, the proposed intersection at Northwest 
Driverttelocated Mkhelson-Road. and at Lockwood Drive. The current   - 
tws nop a Ruppen Drive Vill be abolished. Fencing will be provided   - 
along the median from the current Michelson Road location to the 
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driveway entrance into the shopping center along MD 650 as a way to 
encourage pedestrians to use the crosswalks at the intersection. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at dpkniglit@mta.biz. 

Very Truly Yours, 

JU/tfA^ /Iftj. 
Kenneth Briggs 
Chief, Highway Delig iDi vision 

Cc: Darrell Sacks 
Mr. Dana P. Knight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 

November 25,2002 

Mr. Ken Briggs, Project Manager ' 
Office of Highway Design 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD   21202 

Subject: New Hampshire Avenue (MD 650) from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 
Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4 (f) for Project:M0900B21 

Dear Mr. Briggs, 

In accordance with the mailing from Maryland SHA, I am writing to you to express 
concern regarding several aspects of the Environmental Assessment Document recently made 
available for public comment ' 

First, within the text of the Environmental Assessment, the White Oak Transit Center 
and the FDA's Revised Master Plan status have not been described with the most current 
information available, and the much-touted northeast entrance from Cherry Hill Road is not even 
mentioned. 

• As a participant in the White Oak Transit Center Citizens Advisory Committee, 1 can    . 
report to you that as early as last spring, it was determined that the 500-car, 6-bay plan 
was not feasible or desirable. Consequently, plans now call for "improved bus stops" and 
pedestrian safety measures along New Hampshire Avenue and Lockwood Drive. 
Enclosed is a set of drawings from September 2002, showing the project 
• The reference to the FDA's March 2002 Revised Master Plan should be completed with 
the National Capita] Planning Commission's Action of June 2002. In that action, NCPC 
did not approve the 1:1.5 parking requested, but held to the standard of 10. parking 
spaces for the FDA project NCPC is requiring GSA to resubmit a TPM within 9 months 
of full occupancy of the CDER office building (Phase 2), 
• Informally, many associated with the project have been advising citizens that the 
"northeast gate" will be the solution to the anticipated grid-lock of New Hampshire , 
Avenue. The "promise" is (contrary to the BMI study) that Montgomery County 
residents will travel from Bethesda, Rockville, and east along Randolph Road - which 
becomes Cherry Hill - to enter the GSA property from this entrance at the Montgomery 
County line. Some mention of this entrance, and promised relief should be made - if 
indeed it is going to happen as described. 

A second concern is the poor "Level of Service" ratings anticipated for the New 
' 'ampshire corridor. Given the number of failing intersections, a confirmition of parking spaces 

•id the anticipated peak loads (1800 p.m. from 6400 employees?) should be done. Some of the 
• imbers used for the projections are re-hashed from very old, pre-BMJ studies. 



A final area of concern is for pedestrians who need to cross New Hampshire Avenue. 
The plans do not adequately address issues of pedestrian safety.  The commercial areas of White 
Oak and Hillandale need safe and relevant pedestrian focus. The Montgomery County Blue 
Ribbon Panel pn Pedestrian and Traffic Safety has produced a significant document which has 
raised the level of understanding of the three EVEducation, Enforcement and Engineering. 
Now is the time for Engineering for pedestrians along New Hampshire Avenue. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Eileen Finnegan 
10404 Sweetbriar Parkway 
Silver Spring, MD  20903 

Enclosures: White Oak Transit Center Dwgs 2002 
WOTC CAC letters of May and Sept 2002 
NCPfc Action on FDA Master Plan June 2002 

v/fos. Cynthia Simpson, Deputy Director, OPPE, SHA 
Ms. Denise King, Environmental Specialist, FHA 
Albert. J. Genetti, Jr., Director, Montgomery County DPW&T 

Projecttd LEVEL OF SERVICE (LOS) 
For Build   Plan 

Intersection NOW (2001) 2007 2025 
Powder Mill Fun/Fpm Fam/Fpm Fam/Fpm 
Schindler Eam/Dpm Fam/Cpm Fam/Fpm 
Northwest Dam/Dpm Fam/Dpm F un/Fpm 
Michelson Eam/Cpm Fam/Bpm F un/Fpm 
Lockwood Fam/Fpm Fam/Fpm ' Fam/Fpm 
Turn to 29 SO. Eam/Cpm Eam/Apm Fam/Epm 
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February 5,2003 

R«      Project No. MO900B2! 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Brian Beard 
10600 Lilac Place 
Silver Spring MD 20903 ' 

Dear Mr. Beard: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at die White Oak Federal Research Center.. The project 
will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and 
planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

- Your comments regarding bicycle and pedestrian access to the new FDA campus 
at White Oak have been noted. For this project, the Maryland State Highway 
Administrat:orr(SHA), Montgomery County personnel, and representatives of the 
General Services Administration (GSA) have been in constant contact for every detail of 
planning and design. The internal roadway and bikeway system is being studied by GSA 
and is not a part of this project. The SHA/GSA team has worked closely to assure that 
proper connection from New Hampshire Avenue will be provided to the FDA Site. Your 
concerns have been brought to the attention of the GSA site developers. 

Mv i, hiplmfc namhvmiAJtT* iwrntwr h 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these comments. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank' you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs 
Chief, Highway Design'Division 

Darrell Sacks, SHA-PPD 
niHiSf52n&E3iERJgHS!McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Bill Potterton, General Services Administration 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

'•MO900B21 
JNFORM/TJONiU. PUBUC MEETING 

MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MHX RD TO NORTH OF US 29 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25,2002, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 
.   CH/CENTER 

10501 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 
, SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 -1197 

"LEASE 

NAMfe   Brian   B&arA DATE 

PRINT 

ADDRESS   IQtOCs   L'ioc     Vlace- 
cmr   S',Utr Sprlnj  -STATE  HP     ZIP   2o±a± 

l/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project; 
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^Please add my/our name(s) to the MalBng UsL 

• Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing VA. 
* Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mall are already on 
- the project Mailing List   - 
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Febraary 5,2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Mr. Hugues Sicotte i 
10803 Blossom Lane 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Mr. Sicotte: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) 
Improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. The purpose of the project is 
to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving 
circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) facility at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. 
The project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 
existing and planned'activity centers, including commercial sues. 

Your comment regarding traffic on Lockwood Road and Burnt Mills Hills Road 
has been noted, as has your concern regarding the safety of children and other pedestrians 
in the neighborhood. 

With regard to "shortcut" traffic through the neighborhood, the Montgomery 
County Department of Public Works and Transportation (MCDPW&T) can initiate a 
traffic study upon formal requests by citizens, homeowners, or neighborhood associations 
once a specific problem materializes. This type of study will determine appropriate 
measures to deal with the specific problem. The MCDPW&T does not implement cut- 
through volume restrictions based on forecasted problems, but uses actual observed data 
to install the most effective solution. With regard to speed bumps or traffic cameras, they 
can be considered through processes administered by the MCDPW4 T. A formal request 
should be submitted to that agency. MCDPW&T can be contacted at 101 Monroe St., 
Rockville, Maryland, 20850. 

\\? trirptNNh* nnmlfc'ptiilMnv nnmhT k _ 
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The Maryland State Highway Administration has reviewed all comments and will 
continue to investigate the feasibility of addressing these commenU. Your name is 
included on the project mailing list in order to keep you informed about our progress. 
Thank you for your interest. If you have any further questions please contact Dana   • 
Knight, Project Manager, at 410-662-7400 or dpknight@mta.biz. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth T. Briggs      (J -| 
Chief, Highway Design Division 

Mr. Darrell Sacks. Project Planning Division, SHA 
KStESSSSEugHt; McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Bob Simpson, MCDPWT 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

.    • • MO900B2J 
INFORA-MTIONAL PUBLIC MEETING 

•    MD 650 (NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE) 
FROM SOUTH OF POWDER MILL RD TO NORTH OF US 29 
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(1^ 
Comments and Coordination 

Other Agency Correspondence 
Correspondence To: From: Reference 

No. 
Requesting Concurrence on 
Determination of Effect 

Mr. J. Rodney Little, SHPO SHA VI-la 

Concurrence on Historic Structures on 
the White Oak Site 

Ms. Andrea Mones-O'Hara, 
Historic Preservation 
Officer, GSA 

MD Historical Trust VI-2a 

Information on FDA facility at the 
White Oak Site 

Ms. Betsy Bretz, 
LABQUEST Chairperson 

General Services 
Administration (GSA) 

VI-3a 

Consolidation Improvement 
Feasibility Study 

Montgomery Department of 
Transportation 

Eileen Finnegan VI-4a 

Request pertaining to State Threatened 
or Endangered Species and Unique 
Habitat that may be in the Study Area. 

SHA Environmental Review 
Unit, Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources 

VI-5a 

Request pertaining to State Threatened 
or Endangered Species and Unique 
Habitat in the Study Area. 

SHA U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

VI-6a 

Request pertaining to State Threatened 
or Endangered Species and Unique 
Habitat in the Study Area. 

SHA Forest, Wildlife and 
Heritage Service, 
Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources 

VI-7a 

Providing input regarding the effects 
of study alternatives on response times 
for emergency services. 

SHA Department of Police 
3rd District, Silver 
Spring 

VI-8a 

Providing input regarding the effects 
of study alternatives on response times 
for emergency services. 

SHA Montgomery County 
Fire and Rescue Service 

VI-9a 

Requesting Concurrence on 
Temporary Use of White Oak Golf 
Course 

Mr. Bill Gries, M-NCPPC SHA VI-10a 

Coordination Efforts Between 
M-NCPPC and SHA 

SHA M-NCPPC VI-11a 

Requesting Concurrence on 
Temporary Use of White Oak Golf 
Course 

GSA SHA VI-12a 

Comments Regarding the Affected 
Environment in the Study Area. 

SHA Environmental Review 
Unit, Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources 

VI-13a 

Comments Regarding MD 650 
Improvemnets 

SHA M-NCPPC V-14a 

State Clearinghouse Recommendation SHA Maryland Department of 
Planning 

V-15a 

Comments Regarding MD 650 
Improvements 

SHA United States 
Department of the 
Interior 

V-16a 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Patris N. Glendening 
Goucfnor 

John O. Pcxcaii 
Secietary 

Paikei F. Williams , 
October 19,2001 

Re:      Project No. MO900B2I 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
Montgomeiy County, MD 
USGS BtUsrittelS' Quadrangle 

Mr. J.Rodney Little 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Maryland Historical Trust 
J00 Community Place 
Crownsville MD 21032-2023 

Dear Mr. Little: 

Introduction and Project Description 
This letter serves to inform the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) of proposed Project No. 

MO900B21, and to request your concurrence in our no advene effect determination for this 
project. The project area includes a small portion of the U.S. Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL) 
Historic District (M: 33-25), which is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP). 

The project involves the widening of MD 650 from approximately Acres Drive to 
Chalmers Drive, a distance of 7,100 feet, to provide an additional through lane in the northbound 
direction. Widening will also occur on Powder Mill Road, Mahan Road, and Lockwood Drive, 
to accommodate tum lane improvements. Concomitant with the widening, the project proposes 
the installation of two stormwater management ponds, an access road, inlets and outfalls, 
landscaping, milling and resurfacing of existing pavement, and construction of medians, curb and 
gutter, bike paths, and sidewalks. The project also proposes to relocate Michelson Road to a new. 
location across from Northwest Drive. The relocated Michelson Drive will include two 
westbound and easlbound lanes with a median. The original location of Michelson Drive will be 
reconstructed to an eight-foot bike path/sidewalk facility. Finally, the project will include the 
relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on ramp, and the widening of the US 29 
northbound on ramp. Soil borings will be required to complete design aspects of the project. 

Widening and intersection improvements will require new right of way. Permanent 
casements will be required for drainage improvements and slope maintenance. Temporary 
construction easements will also be required for grading within the golf course and construction 
access.. Project plans are included for your review as AlUchroent ]. 

My HHpftnM numtiM b 

Maryland Relay Service In Impaiied Hearing or Speech 
1.80O-73S-2SS8 Statewide To! Free 
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Street Address: 707 North Calverl Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21302 VI- 
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Funding 
Federal funds are anticipated for this project. 

Identification of Area of Potential Effects 
We have examined the project area in light of any changes that might be introduced that 

would have the potential to affect characteristics qualifying historic properties for inclusion in the 
NRHP. We have developed the area of potential effects (APE) in consideration of both 
architecture and archeology. The APE has been drawn broadly enough to accommodate all 
possible construction impacts and the extent of viewsheds from the roadway, as indicated on the 
attached State Highway Administration (SHA) CIS quadrangle map for Beltsville. MD 
(Attachment 11, showing the APE and the NOL Historic District boundary). 

Identification Methods and Results 
Potentially significant architectural and archeologica] resources were bbth researched as 

pan of the historic investigation instigated by the proposed widening and intersection 
.improvements on MD 650 between 1-495 and US 29. 

Architecture: SHA Architectural Historian Liz Buxton consulted MHT flies, historic mapping 
including the SHA-C1S quadrangle mapping, and visited the project area on August 9, 2001. 

MD 650 is characterized by mid to late 20* century residences interspersed with public, 
religious and office buildings as well as commercial strip development. The NOL Historic 
District (M: 33-35) is the only previously identified historic resource within the APE. Located 
on the east side of MD 650 at 10901 New Hampshire Avenue, the NOL Historic District is 
approximately 1.15 miles north of the Capita] Beltway 0-495) and 0.75 south of US 29 and 
encompasses 732 acres. The NOL Historic District was determined eligible for the NRHP in 
1997 under Criteria A, B and C. The district includes 372 contributing resources as well as a 
golf course that serves as a buffer along the western and southern borders of the district 
(Attachment III, MHO* form and eligibility letter). 

The APE is confined to the area of direct construction impacts along the east side of MD 
650, and also includes a ponion of the NOL Historic District- approximately 1200 feet from the 
center of New Hampshire Ave to the front of the closest building within the NOL Historic 
District, (Area 100, also known as the Front Area). The only historic resource in theNOL    - 
Historic District located within the APE is the 9-hole White Oak Golf Course, a contributing 
element dating to 1952; there are no contributing buildings located in the APE. 

Archeology: SHA archeologist Mary F Barse assessed the archeologica) potential of the project 
area through consultation of the SHA CIS site and survey database, historic mapping, prior 
archeologica) studies, planning documents, and modem land use mapping, and conducted a field 
visit on August 16,2001. The APE for archeology is defined by the limits of existing and 

* 
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proposed right of way and easements in which all ground disturbing activities will lake place 
(A Itachment I). With the exception of the planned relocation of Michelson Road, and 
stormwater management facilities on the NOL property, the APE closely follows the existing 
alignments of MD 650 and its intenecting roadways. 

There are no previously reported archeological sites in or near the project's APE   ' 
(Attachment IV, Inventoried Archeologjcal Sites and Surveys). A portion of the APE at the 
intersection of US 29 was included in a prior survey by Ballweber (1988) for transportation 
ijuprovements on US 29 between 1-495 in Montgomery County and US 40 in Howard County 
No archeologjcal resources were identified during that survey within the current APE. The 
General Services Administration (GSA) prepared a summary of previous cultural resources 
surveys within the NOL facility as pan of the environmental compliance for the consolidation of 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) headquarters. The current APE was not subject 
to actual testing during any of the prior surveys conducted within tlie facility (Greenhome & 
O'Mara 1992; Cissna et a). 1982; Roseraweig 1995). Although several archeologjcal sites were 
identified during these surveys, none is situated in or near the current APE. 

The Phase I archeologjcal identification survey (Rosenzweig J 995) sponsored by GSA for 
the FDA consolidation project resulted in the determination that no archeologjcal sites were 
present within the 23 acre area tested (Attechmenl TV). The remaining 107 acres within the 
130-acre APE were not tested. Approximately 99 of the 107 remaining acres were reported by 
Rosenzweig (1995) to have low archeologjcal potential by virtue of prior disturbance from       ' 
grading, filling, construction, and landscaping activities. An eight-acre tract thai was previously 
considered to have high archeologjcal potential (Greenhome & O'Mara 1992) was reported to be 
relatively undisturbed. However, this tract is located well to the east of the current APE for 
widening and intersection improvements on MD 650, and will be avoided by the undertaking. 

The project area is situated on the drainage divide between the Northwest Branch and 
Paint Branch; tributaries of the Anacostia River drainage. For the most part the APE occupies a 
rolling upland plateau dissected by the headwater valleys of several low order tributaries that 
flow east to Paint Branch. This represents a somewhat marginal ecological setting wherein short- 
term resource procurement camps would be the most likely represented prehistoric archeologica] 
site type. The results of previous surveys within the NOL validate this expectation, as all six 
sites that have been identified to date are characterized as low-density liihic scatters. It is also 
likely that prehistoric populations may have made transient use of the area in crossing between 
the larger, resource rich drainages of Paint Branch and Northwest Branch; however, 
archeologica) evidence of this behavior would be ephemera) at best, and expressed as occasional 
isolated flakes or point finds. 

Mr. J. Rodney Little 
MD 650 from M95 to US 29 
Page Four 

Examination of selected historic maps (Martenet and Bond 1865; Hopkins 1878- USGS 
1926,1949) reveals that MD 650 has been present in its current alignment at least as eariy as 
1865. A few structures are shown al this lime, primarily near the current MD 650/US 29 
interchange, and on the west side of MD 650 north of Chalmers Road. Very little change in the 
number or ownership of these stmclures is evident through the first quarter of the 2<f eemuiv 
Several new secures do appe» on maps between 1878 and 1926 00 the NOL property sowhof 
MAan Road. By 194*,. ts apparent that the MD 650 roadway has been impJS 
realigned. Subsequent development and road constniaion in the laner half of the 20* cenmnr. 
has destroyed all the locations of these historic map indicated structures. ^ 

on August 16.2001. AITareas of the APE have been disturbed. Widening north of US 29^n 
take place on the east side of existing MD 650. Although undeveloped tracts of land remain the 
APE is confined to areas previously disturbed by road constmctiVm. Widening 'on MD 650 ai £ 
US 29 interchange ^°*r.cauons to the existing interchange wiil also occir entirely within 
areas previous* d.snirt*d by road constmction. South of the US 29 interchange to Michelson 
Dnve. the APE has been d«n,rbed by commercial development, including the massive wT 
Oak Shopping Center on MD 650 at Lockwood Road. 

Tlie character of development along MD 650 changes south of Michelson Drive from 
commercial to pnmanly residential on the west side of the roadway. The NOL facility occuoies 
a major portion of the APE on the east side of MD 650 between Michelson Drive and the 
Iffllandale Recreation Area. All wort in this section of MD 650 will take place on the east side 
of the roadway m areas disturbed by constroction of the White Oak Golf Course or within the 
footprints of the existing roadways. Tfce Powder Mill intersection has been completely disnubed 
by commercial and institutional development. 

Although background research would suggest that the project area is sensitive for 
archeological resources, there has been extensive disturbance from previous road buildine. 
drainage and utility installation, as well as cbmmercial, residential, recreational, and instiwtional 
development. Consequently, it is not likely that significant archeological deposits remain within 
the APE, and no further archeologicii) investigations are recommended: 

Determination of Effect 
The project would involve the relocation of Michelson Road, improvements to Mahan 

Road, the inslallation of two stormwater management ponds and a new access road within the 
boundaries of the NOL Historic District. In addition, soi) borings as part of the project design, 
landscaping, bike paths, sidewalks and milling and resurfacing of the existing pavement will ' 
occur. A total of 5.46 acres is required from the Front Area of the NOL properly for right-of- 
way. Only 1J2 acres is needed for perpetual easement and 0.05 acre for slope easement. 

3 
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We have considered the potential for this project lo affect the NOL Historic District and 
have determined that the impacts would not constitute an adverse effect since they occur in the 
Front Area of (he property which was designed to be a buffer between New Hampshire Avenue 
(MD 650) and the NOL complex. The proposed changes will be beneficial lo the property by 
providing better access and enhancing the buffer area. We do not believe that the proposed 
changes will diminish, the overall integrity of the location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, or association of the NOL Historic District. 

Although there will be some alleration of the landscape in the Front Area, the golf course 
and campus-like plan will remain intact. In fact, ponds (storm management) are often 
incorporated into the design of golf courses and appropriately "fir into the existing landscape. It 
is also worth noting that the NOL golf course has undergone many physical changes since it was 
built in 1952. According to the MDiP survey form, Edmund Ault, a registered golf course 
architect, provided a long-range renovation plan in 1964, and many of those changes have been 
implemented over the past thirty years. Within the context of the district, we believe the 
proposed changes will not significantly alter the Front Area that was created to provide a physical 
and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the main complex. In conclusion, we 
ascertain that the proposed project will not introduce elements that would adversely affect 
characteristics of the district as a whole that would preclude the NOL Historic District for 
inclusion in the NRHP. We believe the proposed project will have no advene impact on the 
NOL Historic District (Attachment V, Effect Table). ' 

Additionally, as part of the documentation process for federal-aid projects, SHA must 
determine if (he requirements of Section 4(f) apply to the use of land from the NOL Historic 
District. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determined that the requirements of 
Section 4(0 do not apply, however, lo the temporary use of the land, when the officials with 
jurisdiction over the resource indicate their agreement with the following five criteria. 

Therefore, SHA seeks your concurrence that the temporary use of land with the NOL 
Historic District for grading within the golf course and construction access will not permanently 
impact the NOL Historic District and that: 

• The duration of the use will be temporary and less than the lime needed for construction of 
the project. 

The temporary use of the NOL golf course for grading will be completed prior to final 
completion of the MD 650 improvements. 

• The ownership of the properly will not change or result in the retention of long term or 
indefinite interests in the land for transportation purposes. 
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The ownership of the NOL golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA right-of- 
way will remain with GSA, leased by M-NCPPC, and will continue to be maintained by M- 
NCPPC. 

• The scope of the work will be minor, in which the nature and magnitude of the changes Jo the 
resource will be minimal. - 

Temporary use of the NOL golf cobrse property will be required due to grading within the 
vicinity of the proposed stormwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and access 
roads. This will require an approximately 1J acre temporary easement from GSA within the 
NOL Historic District. 

• There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be 
interference with the activities or purposes of the resource, on either a temporary or 
permanent basis. 

The temporary grading will not adversely impact the Front Area that was created to 
provide a physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the main complex. 
Overall, it is anticipated that there will be no interference with the activities or purposes of 
the NOL golf course, on either a temporary or permanent basis. 

• The land being used will be fully restored, in that the resource will be relumed to a     - 
condition, which is at least as good as. that which existed prior to the project. 

The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to an acceptable condition 
upon completion of the grading. Mature trees will be avoided to the extent possible. If any 
mature trees require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the 
appropriate tree species upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC. 

Please note that your concurrence with the above five criteria is only for determining if 
Section 4(0 applies lo this temporary use of NOL Historic District property. SHA's need for the- 
temporary construction casement will be arranged with members of GSA's staff and their right- 
of-way officials prior to (he construction. 

Review Request 
Please examine ihe anached maps and plans. We request your concurrence by November 

21,2001 that proposed Project No. MO900B21 will have no adverse effect on the NOL Historic 
District (M: 33-25), ihe only historic resource located within the APE. We additionally request 
your concurrence with ihe temporary use criteria pertaining to the proposed grading within the 
NOL golf course. 

By carbon copy, we invite the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission 
and Montgomery Preservation, Inc., lo provide comments and participate in the consultation 
process. Pursuant to Ihe requirement of ihe implementing regulations found at 36 CFR Part 800, 
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SHA seeks their assistance in identifying historic preservation issues as they relate lo this specific 
project (see 36 CFR 8002 (c) (4) and (6). and 800.3 (0 for information regarding the 
identification and participation of consulting parties, and 800.4, and 800.5 regarding the 
identification of historic properties and assessment of effects). For additional information 
regarding the Section 106 regulations, s^e the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's 
website. www.achp.EOV. or contact the Maryland State Highway Administration or the Maryland 
Historical Tnisi.) If no response is received by November 21, we will assume that these offices 
decline to participate. Please call Ms. Lil Biuion at 410-545-8698 with questions regarding 
standing structures for this project. Ms. Mary F. Barse may be reached at 4)0-545-2883 with 
concerns regarding archeology. 

Veiy tnily yours, 

Cynthia D. Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

by: 
Bruce M. Grey      / 
Deputy Division Ghief 
Project Planning Division 

Attachments: 
D 
B) 

m 
IV) 

V) 

Project Plans 
SHA Behsville, MD. Quadrangle with Inventoried Resources and APE 
Indicated 
Maryland State Historic Sites Inventory Form/ MHT letter 
SHA Behsville, MD Quadrangle with Inventoried Archeologica) Sites and 
Surveys 
Effect Table 

Ms. Mary F. Barse, (w/ Attachments D through V) 
Ms. Liz Bujlon, (w/ Attachments 0 through V 
Ms. Allison Cauthom (w/ Anachmenls D through V) 
Ms. Pamela McNicholas 
Ms. Maria Hoey (w/ Anachmcnts I through V) 
Mr. Patrick Schmin (w/ Attachments D and V) 
Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Mr. Donald H. Sparklin 
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Ms. Gwen Marcus Wright. M-NCPPC (w/ Attachments 1 through V) 
Ms. Denise Winslow, FHWA (w/ Attachments 1 through V) 
Ms. Gail Rothrock. PGHPC (w/ Attachments 1 through V) 
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Concurrence with Delerminalion of Effect 

Project No. MO900B2] 
MD 650 from J-495 to US 29 

Montgomery County, MD 
October 19,2001 

The Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) concurs with the State Highway Administration's (SHA) 
delerminalion otno adverse effect for the referenced undertaking as documented in the SHA's 
correspondenoK dated October X'f, 2001. 

By: 
Maryland State Historic Preservation Office/ 
Maryland Historical Trust 

oi/ti/c 0 2- 
Date 

. MHT Log Number.   2001 O 3 7b V 

Comments on the delerminalion, if any, or conditions for its acceptance by the MHT: 

MARYLAND 
"ISTORICAL 

Pmrri* N. Glcndanlng, Governor 

Pslrlct* J. Payn*. Seoctwy 

TRUST June  6,   199"? 

Office of ftncmlfaA Scrvircs 

Ma. Andrea Monea-O'Hara  ' 
Historic Preservation Officer 
General Services Administration 
National Capital Region 
Washington, D.C. '20407 

Re: Naval Surface Warfare Center 
(Naval Ordnance Laboratory) 
Determination of Eligibility 
Section 106 Review 

Dear Ma. Mones-O'Hara: 

The Maryland Historical Trust has reviewed the submitted.MHT 
Historic Sites Inventory Forrp and photographs for the Naval 
Ordnance Laboratory, received 26 March 1997. Our office had 
previously concurred with the U.S. Navy's determination that there 
were no National Register eligible properties at the Naval Ordnance 
Laboratory. This determination was based on the evaluation of only 
eleven (11) structures at the laboratory. The submitted revised 
documentation provides a more complete identification and 
evaluation of the entire laboratory complex including 372 
resources. Based on this information, we concur with your 
determination that the Naval Ordnance Laboratory is eligible for 
the National Register as an Historic District under National 
Register Criteria A, B and C and that the district meets National 
Register Criteria Consideration G, regarding properties less than 
SO years of age, aa it has achieved exceptional significance at the 
national level as a first-generation Cold-War-period naval weapons 
research facility. 

The Naval Ordnance Laboratory achieves significance under 
Criterion A as the first-, and until the late-lSSO's, the only 
comprehensive Cold-War-period naval weapons research and 
development facility in the United States-. The property achieves 
• ignificsr.ee -—.isr Criterion B for its association with," and 
employment of several of the -country's top scientists, an4 
scientists brought froa Germany during and after World War II, 
whose resesrch at the site resulted in major scientific advances, 
both in Naval weapons development and science generally. tinder 
Criterion C, the property is significant for its architectural 

DhrWon •« Hteoriol ma Cakufri tittntm 
100 Cwr—Miily Tba • GnwBc Muybad II0M • (410) 514.  

—— *>»»">• •,»,-•. 
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character and design, with several buildings designed by Eggere l 
Higgins, one of the largest firms in the country, receiving 
contracts for a variety of government buildings, military 
facilities, hospitals, and university buildings in the post-war 
period. Most important under Criterion C is the engineering 
significance of many facilities where specialized ordnance 
development and testing occurred, including several unique 
buildings and structures. For the same three criteria (A, B and 
C). the complex achieves exceptional significance under National 
Register Criteria Consideration G. at the national level for its 
pivotal role as a first-generation Cold-War-period defense weapons 
research facility, being for many years, the only, and after about 
1970, the foremost facility of its kind in the United States. 

Our office is concuring with your determination of eligibility 
for the historic district as a whole. He are not concuring with 
your determination concerning which individual buildings do or do 
not contribute to. the district. Only a few photographs showing 
representative examples of the resources contained in the district 
were included with the Inventory Form. In order to make an 
evaluation of individual properties, we would need photographs of 
each building and information concerning. its use, the role the 
building played during the district's period of significance, and 
an evaluation of its integrity. 

We understand that this identification and evaluation has been 
performed as part of GSA's compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended) in 
conjunction with the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
D. S. Food and Drug Administration Consolidation. Our office has 
received a copy of the EIS for review through the Maryland State 
Clearinghouse. The EIS explains that the White Oak site will be 
used to provide new, consolidated, state-of-the-art facilities for 
the headquarters component of FDA on one location in Montgomery 
County, Maryland. The. EIS indicates that GSA prepared a detailed 
evaluation of the existing buildings and systems for their 
potential renovations/reuse in theTjew^development scheme, or their 
demolition. The findings indicated that it would not be cost 
effective to rehabilitate and reuse the majority of the existing 
buildings. All buildings within a 170 acre area will be demolished 
with the exception of the Building 1 (the Main Administration 
Building) and Building 100. 

The EIS correctly states that, if the SHPO concurs with the 
determination that the Naval Ordnance Historic District is eligible 
for the National Register, the proposed action will have an adverse 
effect on historic properties, and that GSA will need to consult 
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with the SHt>0. the Advisory Council, and involve interested persons 
to determine ways in which GSA will minimize or mitigate adverse 
impacts. 

To date, GSA has not informed the SHPO or the Advisory Council 
of the proposed undertaking, alternatives considered, or the effect 
of the project on historic properties. We await this information 
to initiate Section 106 consultation concerning the effects'of the 
project on historic properties. Should you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Jo Ellen Freese at (410) S14-7630.        " 

- Sincerely, 

/J. Rodney Little 
Maryland State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

JRL/JEF/jef 
#9603243 

Hon. Gilbert Gude 
Mr. Charles Edson 
Ms. Mary Gardiner 
Ms. Gwen Marcus 
Ms. Marie-Regine Charles-Bowser 

^ 



V£. GINEXM. SERVICES ADNONISTKMION 
N»Kon«l Ctpltil Region  ' 

Mt 24 2000 

M». Betsy Bratz 
LABQUEST Cholrperson 
10733 Ktntoch Road 
Sto/ei Spring, MD 20903 

Oeai Ms. Brett;' 

Thank you for your tettet ol support regarding the consolidation or the foot and 
Drug Admlnittrstion (FDA) af the Federal Reaeaich Center at VVhlte Oak. VM 
look forwatd to completing the project through Its remaining three phrasea and 
appreciate our oontinuing dialog with LABQUEST and the local community. 

As mentioned In your letter, the FDA complex wDI not occupy the entire White 
Oak Bite. Now that the funding (or the FDA complex has begun, we will begin the 
master planphg process for the remaining 530 acres. As stated In our public 

- meetings, for the sake of convenience, we have identified the FDA complex as 
Parcel A and the remainder of the sRe as Parcel B. 

Our staff staled In a LABQUEST meeting on April 26, that we plan to begin the 
master planning process of Parcel B by the end of this year. At that time, we 
intonmed the group that this prcbess will differ from the FDA meater plan In that It 
likely will no! be a plan for a specific agency, but wil provide e framewoik for 
Mui* development of vertotis uses. H will Identify the size and location of 
developable areas, and wlH address alternative, usea, including appropriate 
dens Hies. We stated that we would coordhata with the existing usea as wel a« 
theFOAcomplei.bSRsdslVresordwe.suchtesoes as'aocsrt,roadetgnment, 
end security. Additionally, we stated that we would follow the Section 106 
process regerdlng historic preeervation. Finally, we emphasized that public 
partldpetion will be a major element in the process. 

, -  •2- 

We are aware Of LABQUESTs tspiretions for the site, and will seriously consider 
them In the planning process. I have requested that Mr. Thomse James, 
Director, Portfolio Management DMslon, ol my staff meet with you to discuss 
your concerns. Mr. James will be contacting you early next week to set up a 
meeting. 

We appreciate your continued partlcipstlon in the development of this important 
asset. 

Sincerely, 

a^'kz^r^ 
^D^elson G. AJcetde 
/!K    Regional Administrator 

301 701 StTKt SW. Wi.Mngton. DC 30407-0001 

V7-3A 
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Jimmy 6,2000 
lean Chait, Piojed Manager 
Momgonwy County Dcpanmenl of Transportation 
101 Monroe Sired i 
Roclcvine,MD 20S5O 

Re: FDA Consolidation Transportation Improvement Feasibility Study of March 30,1999 

Dear Ms. Chait ~   -  _,......  ..    

In (he absence oTanypubGc fonuro. inforaialional progranu or pcesentations by either the County or local 
a'tittn issodations on this traOie study in the past year, I have chosen to fubmit written comments on the projea 
directly to you. ' 

14> nrnfasand the "fluid ntfure" of the project am) that traflic mmiben are being reviewed along with the 
questions associated with a second New Hampshire Avenue entrance. 1 also question the seenungly-sepnental 
planning approach which is being used on the traffic aspect of the FDA consolidation. However, the fact that 
technical re-evaluations arc currently happening provides an opportunity tot broader public input forums be held 
now. I hope that your office, in conjunction with the Maryland State Highway Administralkm. will do ao. 

In the spirit of constructive input, here are my specific comments en the original study. 

CONCERN FOR PEDESTRIANS: Given that the task is to move roort traflic on New Hampshire Avenue by 
widening the road and re-timing the traflic lights, one unintended result will be additional presswe on pedestrian 
safety. Ciarently, walking across New Hampshire Avenue at eilha business center (White Oak and Hiltandale) is 
hazardous and will become more so. Given the nature of the pedestrian traffic (senior citizens bom HOCs Holly 
Hall Apartmous to the Safeway in HiDandale and lots of foot traflic in While Oak) provisions for safe travel must 
be made. TOs should include on-demand wale lights of sufficient length for elderly and safe-havens in known fool- 
traflic areas. One specific safe-haven which needs to be maintained is the median on New Hampshire Avenue south 
of Powder Mill Road. (FY1: Holly Hall is mis-labeled as die George Meany Center on figure 4-9.) 

BUS STOPS: Bus stops and shelters along New Hampshire Avenue need to be upgraded as a part of this project 
(or even sooncrX For example, the bus stop on south-bound New Hampshire at the beltway needs a shelter. Many 
bus-using shoppers patronize the HiDandale Shopping Center and are lefl (with heavy grocery bags) in the rain and 
mud at this stop. Also, the shcller at the Shell Station in While Oak needs serious improvements including 
expansion, connecting sidewalks, and a floor. 

TRACTOR-TRAILER TURNS: The turning raffi of tractor trailers, and the new lager Sa-foot-trailcr trucks which 
enter the business areas, need to be accommodated at the Powder MiD Road, Dion Road and Lockwood intersections. 
For example, the HiDandale Shopping Center requires trucks to use the Powder Mill Road entrance. Large trucks, 
making the two right turns from New Hampshire Avenue, routinely travel on the sidewalks and tequire opposing 
traflic on Powder Mill Road lo back-up in order to negotiate the him. 

SPEED: The modifications lo incieasc the traflic volume during rush-hours and business-hours means thai New 
Hampshire Avenue wiD become even more of a speeding zone in the olT-hom. Since there is no ability to make an 
elastic road, what methods (closing off the additional lane, light-liming changes, etc.) will be used to give 
homeowners (New Hampshire Avenue has single-family homes) and pedestrians a measure of safety when traffic 
is lighter? 

GOLF COURSE: The continued use of the golf course by MNCPP is a benefit to the greater While Oak 
community and preserving this recreation facility is important. I urge the County and the Slate to protect this 
resource as the final plans are developed. 

V/'Ha 

Beyond these specifics, I have three issues »Wch are part of the greater pkftre of the area, the FDA 
-onsolidation and eventual largo use oflhe entire Federal Research Center. (These issues do not include the "Purple 
Jirie," since this particular solution win not be quickly decided, funded, or implemented-and in the end, may not 

even include White Oak.) 

NEGOTIATED CEILING: Evaluate and potentially reduce the on-sile parking available for the FDA (currendy 
requested to be 4,500 Jor more?), but subject lo final approval by NCPC), Ihereby requiring greater improvements 
in TDM pirns. Also, negotiate traffic maximums with GSA on the total she as was done with the Artny at Forest 
Glea Negotiate some type of pedestrian access for employees lo go lo work or logo to Ihe shopping center without 
requiring a car. (Back in January 1999, thin-involved developer Uoyd Moore aatially commented that "If sbroone" 
wanted to walk lo work, they sbould take their car.") 

TRANSIT CENTER: Currently in Ihe Facility Planning Phase with the Montgomery Counly Department of Public 
Worts andTijnspoiuticii is a C1P project fix a White Oak transit Center. Although I do not know all Ihe details 
I understand that the concept is for. a 250-car part-and-ride lot with a 5-bus-bay transit center located at (or near?) 
the White Oak Shopping Center. Given Ihe traffic pressures which exist at thai location, and additional prcsstve 
fiom Ihe FDA consolidation, I suggest thai this be re-evaluated in light oflhe greater whole. 

First, can these 250 cars be better handled in Fairland, Spencerville, Colesville, or Howard County instead 
of adding to the coogestion of While Oak? Second, will FDA/FRC employees (limited by TDM) find this a 
convenient place lo park, thereby defeating a primary goal of reducing cars? Could a transit center (without a park- 
and-ride) be better localed on Ihe Federal Research Center property? Given ihe amount of land and Ihe pressure 
which Ihe development oflhe FRC adds lo While Oak, having Ihe Federal govemmenLeonlribute to ihe solutions 
makes sense. Of course this transit center needs to be accessible by the public. A model for this approach is at NIH. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE SOUTH OF THE BELTWAY: The traffic study reports thai intersectioos in 
this area operate at a failing level ofstrrice (F "LOST, yet Ihe report makes no recommendations or cost evaluations 
for improvements. Although expedient, this is very short-sighted. Montgomery, Prince George's and ihe Slate need 
lo include improvements in this area also. 

The ultimate solution is to redirect Ihe University of Maryland-bound traffic lo the proposed bellway-td- 
University Boulevard access road. This requires political will lo authorize a new beltway exit and gain access 
thnwgh the BARC property, but h is the only way to improve many oflhe ova-taxed roads of Adclphi and reduce 
Ihe increasing neighborhood cul-lhni (via Elton lo Riggs Road and Oakvicw to Mount Pisgah). Fwlhermora, this 
would aDcviale the problem of backups on the 6S0-south-bound-beltway exit and slacking at lefl-tum lanes which 
contribute lo traffic accidents on New Hampshire Avenue. Although the new road is considered to bt a Prince 
George's issue, it is not It is an importanl componem to the whole picture of traffic Dow in the corridor. 

I hope that Ihe County will be eager lo open this process lo all chiaens in Ihe near future. 

Regards,   — 

4 •tJUi^Aj: 

Eileen Finnegan 
10404 Swceibriar Parkway 
Silver Spring, MD   20903 
301-439-2263 

Scnalot Ida Rvfcni 
Counri Mrmba Bcrkp 
Counca Mcmbci PmHfm 
WKamHusnm. Ctaii. MNCPP 
BrwxRoon.MC-CAO 

M.^ A•*, GSA 
Bil Pont run. GSA 
E. Lwiifoid, FDA 
Clm SUHDI. MD.SHA 
Mai Cbrlc. MC-DPW4T 

Ceoft Cdwcl. PGC-DPW«T" 
Ken lovph. Chair. ECCAB 
Michari ScholO. PlnkkiA 
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Glcndening Maryland Dtpartmeot of Natural Rfsoorres Sianky K. Anhw 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW Acfag Secrtiay 

Tswn State OfTicc BuiMini. B-3 
Aiuapolis, Muyhnd 21401 

August 10,200] 

Mr. Donald H. Sparklin 
Project Planning Division 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
Slate Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Ball imore, Maryland 21203-0717 

1 Dear Mr. Sparklin: ' 

This letter is in response to your letter of request, dated August 6, 2001, for information on the 
presence of finfish species in the vicinity of the Maryland Department of Transportation's Project No: 
MO900B21: MD 650 from M9S to US 29 (Intersection Improvements) in Montgomery County. 

From a review of the information piovided with your request it does not appear that the proposed 
work will impact streams where anadromous fish spawn. However, any drainages within the work area 
would be classified as Use I waters (Water Contact Recreation and Protection of Aquatic Life). Generally, 
no instream work is permitted in Use I streams during the period of March I through June IS, inclusive, 
during any year. Spawning periods for any resident fish species that may be within your project area will 
be adequately protected by the Usel instream work restriction period referenced above, sediment and erosion 
control methods, and other Best Management Practices typically used for protection of stream resources. 

If you have any questions concerning these comments, you may contact me at 410-260-8331. 

Sincerely, 

Ray C. Dintaman, Jl., Director 
Environmental Review Unit 

RCD 

V/-5« 

United Slates Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Chesapeake Bay Field Office 
177 Admin) Cochiane Drive 

Annapolis, MD 2)401 

September ) 2, 2001 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson . 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 2)203-0717 

ATTN: Mr. Donald Sparklin 

RE:      Projecl No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
Intersection Improvements 
Montgomery County, MD 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

This responds to your August 9,2001, request for information on the presence of species which 
are federally listed or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened within the vicinity of MD 
650, from )-495 lo US 29. We have reviewed the information you enclosed and are providing 
comments in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884, as 
amended; 16 U.S.C. 153) el set).). 

Except for occasional transient individuais, no federally proposed or listed endangered or 
ihieatened species are known to exist within the projecl impact area. Therefore, no biological 
assessment or further Section 7 consultation is required with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Should ptoject plans change, or if additional information on the distribution of listed oi proposed 
species becomes available, this determination may be reconsidered. 

This response relates only to federally protected threatened or endangered species under our- 
jurisdiction. It does not address the Service's concerns pursuant lo the Fish and Wildlife 
Cootdination Act or other legislation. For information on the presence of other rare species, you 
should contact Ms. Lori By me of the Maryland Heritage and Wildlife Division at 
(410)260-8573. 

Vl-U 



.We appreciate the opportunity to provide information relative to fish and wildlife issues, and 
thank you for your interest in these resources. If you have any questions or need further 
assistance, please contact Charisa Morris at (4)0) 571-4550. ' 

Sincerely, 

W7| Ouuu KadnCkZ voa/rKu 
Mary J. Ratnaswamy, Ph.D. 
Program Leader 
Endangered Species 
Chesapeake Bay Field Office 

Parris N. Glendeninj 
Govmmr 

feihlecn Kennedy Tmvnscnd 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

Foiea, Wildlife and Heritage Service 
Tawcs Stale Oflict Building. E-l 

Annapolis, Maiyland 2140) 

September 10, 2001 

J.Charles Fox 
Stctrlary 

, Stanley K.Anhm 
Dr/mrySeeraory 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
Slate Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

RE:     Environmental Review for Project No. Mo900B2l, MD 650 Worn 1-495 to US 
29, Inlerseclion Improvements, Montgomery County, Maryland. 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

The Wildlife and Heritage Division has no records for Federal or State rare, 
threatened or endangered plants or animals within this project she. This statement should 
not be interpreted as meaning that no rare, threatened or endangered species are present. 

-Such species could be present but have not been documented because an adequate survey 
has not been conducted or because survey results have not been reported to us. 

However, the'forested area on or adjacent to the project site contains Forest 
Interior Dwelling Bird habitat. Populations of many Forest Interior Dwelling Bird species 
(FIDS) are declining in Maryland and throughout the eastern United Stales. The 
conservation of tlos habitat is strongly encouraged by the Department of Natural 
Resources..The following guidelines will help minimize the project's impacts oil FIDS 
and other native foiest plants and wildlife: 

1. Avoid placement of new roads or related construction in the forest interior. If 
forest loss or disturbance is absolutely unavoidable, restrict development to the   - 
perimeter of the forest (i.e., within 300 feet of the exisiting forest edge), and avoid 
road placement in areas of high quality FIDS habitat (e.g., old-growth forest). 
Maximize the amount of remaining contiguous fotesled habitat. 

Telfplmnc   iJHH ?WI.X.VIII 
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2. Do not remove oi disturb forest habitat during May-August, the breeding season 
for most FIDS. This seasonal restriction may be expanded to February-August if 
certain early nesting FIDS (e.g.. Barred Owl) are present. 

3. Maintain forest habitat as close as possible to the road, and maintain canopy 
closure where possible. 

4. Maintain grass height at least 10" during the breeding season (May-August). 

If you should have any further questions regarding conservation of these species, 
please contact David BrinJcer, Central Regional Ecologist for the Wildlife and Heritage 
Division, at (A 10) 744-8939. 

Sincerely, 

Lori A. Byrne, 
Environmental Review Specialist, 
Wildlife and Heritage Division 

ER*     2001.1707.mo 

Douglas M. Duncan 
County Ejieculiv* 

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE 

January 29, 2002 

Charles A. Moose, Ph.D. 
CbitfofPoltce 

Cynthia Simpson, Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Re: Project Ata. M0900B21 
MD 650 from 1-495 to VS 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

Thank you for your letter of January 15, 2002, requesting input regarding the effects 
of the State Highway Administration's (SHA) study alter nativa on response times for , 
emergency services along the New Hampshire Avenue corridor. 

 Sergeant Daniel C Mayer, of my staff, looked into the proposed alternatives and 
advised Alternative 1 could result in increased traffic congestion.  We foresee no negative 
impacts from the improvements that you propose in Alternative 2 for New Hampshire Avenue 
between 1-495 and US 29. The proposed changes should result in a welcome improvement of 
traffic flaw in the area. 

Again, thank you for your letter. Please be assured of our continued cooperation in 
matters of mutual concern and interest 

^Sincerely, 

Commander Drew J. Tracy 
3* District, Silver Spring 

DJT.Ic 

3rd District Station 
801 Sligo Avrnur • Silvrj Spring, Maryland 20930 • 301/565-7740, FAX 301/565*5860 VI-9a 
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Douglis M. Duncan 
Cdunly Executive 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 

February 25, 2002 

Gordon A. Aoyagi 
FireAdministrator 

Cynthia Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and Prefiminary Engineering 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Re:     Project No. MO900B21 

Attention:      Darrell Sacks, Group Leader 
Project Planning Division  • , 

Dear Ms Simpson: 

Thank you for providing opportunity for the Montgomery County Fire and 
Rescue Service to comment on the proposed New Hampshire Avenue 
construction project to ease access into the FDA facility in White Oak. Staff has 
reviewed the material you sent and we offer the following comments: 

• We would like to see refuge areas for motorists to move to white 
apparatus is passing during emergency response; 

• We would like advance notification of construction start and stop dates, 
other benchmark events which may cause additional congestion, and 
lane closures; 

• We want to ensure that apparatus egiess. both north and south bound, 
will be maintained tor Fire Station 12, including signal control; and 

• We would like to see signal control or another type of control to prevent 
motorists from cutting across all lanes of New Hampshire Avenue to 
access Northwest Drive from relocated Michaelson Road. Northwest 
Drive provides a short cut to Lpckwood Drive and US Route 29 and we 
believe that not controlling this intersection will result in an increase in 
vehicle crashes and pedestrians being struck. 

i-g:\ 
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OMSIOD of Tin and Rescue Sovirc* 

01 Monror Slrm. 12lh Poor • BocWiUf. Maiyland iOnO-2it9 • 240/777-3400. TDD 340/7774)72J, TAX 240/777-2414 
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Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. I hope the concerns 
raised will help with the safe completion of this needed project. If my staff or I 
can provide any additional assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Chief Roger W. Strock 

RWS/W 

cc:      Mr. Gordon Aoyagi, Fire Administrator 

<£* 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

March 25,2602 

Panis N. Glendening 
Gwdnc 

John 0. Porcaii 
Seciewy 

PatkerF. Williams' 
Administrator 

Re:     Project No. M0900B2] 
MD 650 from M95 to US 29 
Widening and Inierseciion Improvements 
Montgomery County 

Mr. Bill Cries   ' 
Maryland-NationaJ Capital   ' 
Park and Planing 
9500 finmett Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Mr. Cries: 

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is proposing to widen MD 650 from 
approximately 1-493 to US 29, in Montgomery County (See Attachment) to provide an 
additional through lane in the northbound direction. Widening will also occur on Powder Mill 
Road, Mahan Road and Lockwood Drive to accommodate turn lane improvements. The 
->roposed scope of work includes the installation of two stoimwater management ponds, an 
jccess road, inlets and outfalls, landscaping, milling and resurfacing existing pavement, and 
construction of medians, curb and gutter, bike paths, and sidewalks. 

The project also proposes to relocate Michelson Road. The relocated MJchelson Road 
will include two westbound and eastbound lanes with a median. The original location of 
Michelson Drive will be reconstructed to an eight-foot bike path/sidewalk facility. The project 
will include the relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on ramp, and the 
widening of the US 29 northbound on ramp. The proposed improvements would require 7.81 
acres of the White Oak Golf Course property, which is within the NOL Historic District and 
owned by the General Services Administration, for a perpetual easement. The proposed 
improvements would also temporarily impact 1.40 acres of the golf course property. 

The measures proposed by the SHA to minimize harm and to mitigate for permanent use 
of the golf course include the following: 

•    To enhance the visual quality of the proposed stormwater management facility (located 
south of Mahan Drive), proposed landscaping would be incorporated into the pond 
design. A well-designed stormwater management pond with colorful landscape plantings 
that change through the seasons can become an amenity feature to the golf course, 
enhancing the course for both players and passers-by. Flowering trees and shrubs along 
with perennials and ornamental grasses will be important features of the pond 
landscaping- 

1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 
Milling Addrsss: P.O. Sex 717 • Sattlmor*, MO S1M3-0717 

Slieel Addrets: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Marylano 21202 
V|-I0e 

-. Bill Cries 
,-ji 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
Page Two 

Street trees planted between MD 650 and the bike/pathways will provide a visual buffer 
between the pedestrian and bikepath/sidewalks and MD 650. The trees will also provide 
shade along the path for pedestrians and cyclists. 

• Perennial/shrubs/omamental grassed will be planted in a number of beds between the • • 
bike/pathways and the golf course providing color, seasonal interest and visual variety for 
both the golf course patrons and those using the sidewalk. 

• Large evergreen trees within a well-designed landscape area will provide a gateway 
feature to enhance the entrance to the golf course. Further planting with flowering trees 
and ground cover in the median at the entrance to the golf course will complete the 
landscaped gateway feature. 

As pan of the documentation process for federal-aid projects under the Department of . 
Transportation Act of 1966, SHA must also determine if the requirements of Section 4(f) apply 
to the temporary use of the land from the White Oak Golf Course (that is, the 1.40 acres that will 
be affected over and above the perpetual easement). The Federal Highway Administxation 
THWA) has determined that the requirements of Section 4(f) do not apply to the temporary use 
A the land, when the officials with jurisdiction over a resource indicate their agreement with the 
following five criteria. 

Therefore. SHA seeks your concurrence on the signature line (at the end of this 
correspondence) that the temporary use of land from the White Oak Golf Course for grading and 
constnictipn access will not permanently impact the-White Oak Golf Course and that: 

• 77ie duration of the use will be temporary and less than the time needed for construction 
of the project. 
The temporary use of the golf course/historic district for grading in the vicinity of 
proposed stormwater managemen) ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and access roads will be 
completed prior to the final completion of the MD 650 improvements. 

• The ownership of the property will not change or result in the retention of long term or 
indefinite interests in the land for transportation purposes. 
The ownership of the golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA perpetual 
easement will remain with the General Services Administration (GSA), leased by the 
Maryland-NationaJ Capital Parks and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), and will 
continue to be maintained by M-NCPPC. 

* 
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.     The scope ofthe-work will be minor, in which the nature and magnitude of the chances to 
the resource will be minimal. 
Temporary use of the golf course property will be required due to grading within the 
vicinity of the proposed stoimwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewalks and 
access roads. This will require an approximately 1.40-acre temporary easement from 
land owned by GSA, but leased by M-NCPPC for the goif course area. 

.     There will be no anticipated permanent advene physical impocts, nor will there be 
interference with the activities or purposes of the resource, on either a temporary or 
permanent basis. J 

The temporary grading will not adversely impact the front area that was created to 
provide a physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the golf 
course. Overall, it is anticipated that there will be no interference with the,activities or 
purposes of the golf course. 

.     77K land being used will be fully restored, in that the resource will be returned to a 
condition, which is at least as good as that at which existed prior to the project 
The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to an acceptable coiidition 
upon completion of the grading. Mature trees will be avoided to the extent possible If 
any mature trees require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-plamine of the 
appropriate tree species upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC. 

Please note that your concurrence with the above five criteria is only for detennining if 
Section 4(0 applies to this temporary use of the golf course property. SHA will coordinate the 
temporary construction easement with GSA and M-NCPPC staff and right-of-way officials 
prior to the constmction. The Maryland Historical Trust previously indicated their agreement 
with the temporary use criteria relevant to that NOL Historic District. 

Should you have any further questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Darrell Sacks at 
M1 (»545-8527of dsacks@sh»:smir mdu.< 

Very truly yours, 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

* •-. Bill Cries 
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By: WAi.t.'     v . 

Mr. Donald H. Sparklin 
Assistant Division Chief 
Project Planning Division 

-illV-,^ 

CONCURRENCE: 

M-NCPPC 

Attachment 

Date 
y/r/k^ 

cc:   Mr. Ken Briggs, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Darrell Sacks, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Donald Sparklin, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Frank Thomas, GSA 

^ 
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August 29, 2002 

Mr. Neil Pedersen 
Deputy Administrator for Planning & Engineering 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: i 

This letter is to notify you of the status of our coordination with the Maryland State 
Highway Administration (SHA) on the MD 6S0 project from 1-495 to US 29. Commission 
staff has been attending SHA's monthly coordination meetings on the project, and all issues 
related to the White Oak Golf Course are being resolved to our satisfaction through these 
meetings. To date, all issues related to the storm water management ponds, slopes, proposed 
landscaping, construction "impacts and construction schedules have been coordinated and 
resolved to the best of our knowledge. Ongoing coordination is required with respect to 
construction sequencing and utility relocation work to ensure that the golf course can remain 
open during construction. 

The Commission is pleased with the level of cooperation and coordination that has been 
provided by the Maryland State Highway Administration during the course of this project. 
We look forward to continued cooperation as the project proceeds into the construction 
phase. 

-.Sincerely, 

r L. Straw 
Deputy Director of Parks 

Copy: Jerry Bush 

«*»:rfI.KTW" :•' *"•« '-•3"WMMNC s.'joinwwn/iWNM,smtt.'mihC JK'SI'«:r:«T 
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Maryland Department of Tmspori&llon 
State Highway Administration 

Pank N. Glencfenlng 

October 23,2002 

JohnO. Ppccafl 
Sacntary 

PuVw F. WilDaim 

Re: Project No. M0900B21 
i MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 

Widening and Interuction Improvemcnti 
- Montgomoy County 

Mr.OmarN.Beyih 
Assiitant Manager 
US Gcoen) Services Administration        ' 
National Capital Kegioa 
301 7* Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20407-0001 

DcarMr.Bcyah: 

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is prqporing to widen MD 650 from 
approximately M95 to US 29, in Montgomoy County to provide an additional througb-Unc is • 
the northbound direction. Widening wiD also occur on Powda Mill Road, Mahaa Road, and 
Lockwood Drive to accommodate run) lane improvementa. The proposed acope of work 
includes the installation of two stonnwater management ponda, an access road, inlets, and    - 
outfalla landscaping, milling and icsurfacing existing pavement, and conitniction of mnliana, 
cui* and gutter, bike palha, and sidewalks. 

The project also proposes to relocate Michclson Road. The relocated Michclaon Road 
wiD include two westbound and eastbound lanes with a median. The origjnaJ location of 
Michclson Road will be reconstnictcd to be an eight-foot bike path/sidewalk &cility. The 
project will include the relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 aouthbound on-rrap, and the 
widening of the US 29 northbound on-ramp. The proposed improvementa would require n'gK; 
of-way from the White Oak Golf Course property, which is within the NOL Historic District and 
owned by the General Serrices Administration (GSA). The proposed improvementa would also 
require temporary impact to 1.89 acres of the golf course properly for fine grading and 
construction accraa 

As part of the documentation process for federal-aid projecta under the Dcpartmail of 
Tnmsponarion Act of 1966. SHA, on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
must determine if the requirements of Section 4(1) apply to the temporary use of the land from 
the White Oak Golf Course. (That ia, the 1.89 acres that will be temporarily affected over and 
above the required rigbt-of way.) The FHWA has determined that the requiranoits of Section 
A{t) do not apply to the umporay us* of the land, when the officials with juriadiction over a 
resource indicate their agreement with the following five criteria. Therefore, SHA aeelcs your 
concurrence on the signature line (at the end of this correspondence) that the temporary use of 

My tatophon* nurrbw li  

Maryland Relay Sarvtca ler knpalrad Haukip or Cp»«dl 
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Mr. Omw N. Bcyih 
MD650 

] .89 acrez of land from the White Oak Golf Course foi grading and construction access wjD not 
pennanently impact the White Oak Golf Course and that 

•     The duration o/thi use wi/Z be temporary ond leu than the time needed for construction 
of the project 
The lempomy use of the golf course/historic district for grading in the vicinity of 
proposed ctorarwater inanagemeat ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and access roads will be 
completed prior to the final completion of the MD 650 improvemaitB. 

.     Ttie ownership of the property will not change or result In the retention of long term or 
indefinite interest! in the land for transportation purposes. 
The ownership of the golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA right-of-way wiD 
remain with the General Services .Administration (GSA), used and maintained by the 
Majyland-National Capita] Paiks and Planning Commission (M-NCPPCV 

>   •     The scope of the work will be minor, in which the nature ond magnitude offhe changes to 
the resource will be minimal. 
Temporary use of the golf course property wiD be required due to grading within flc 
vicinity of the proposed stonnwatcr management ponds, bike paths, sidewalki, and 
access roads. This wiD require an approximately 1.89 -acre of temporary easement from 
land owned by GSA, but used by M-NCPPC for the golf counc i 

There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will then be 
interference with the activities or purposes of the resource, on either a temporary or 
permanent bash. 
The temporary grading will not adversely impact the front area thai was created to 
provide a physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of (be golf 
course. Overall, it is anticipated that there will be no intcriereoce with the activities or 
puipose* of the golf course. 

The land being used will be fully restored, in that the resource wiO be returned to m 
condition, which is al least as good as that which existed prior to theprqfecL 
The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to as acceptable condition 
upon completion of the grading. Mature trees wiD be avoided to the extoit possible. If 
any mature trees require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the 
appropriate tree species upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC 

Mr. Omar N. Bcyab 
MD650 
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Should you have any fiirtha questions or concerns, please contact Mr. DaneD Sacks at 
(410) 545-8527 or dsacksfikha.8tate.md.ue. 

Veiy truly youre, 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminaiy Engineering 

By. 
Mr. Donald H. SparUin 
Assistant Division Chief 
Project Planning Division 

CONCURRENCE: 

Services Administratioa 
ft klj jo<a 

Dale 

Mr.MsxAzizi,FHWA 
Mr. Ken Briggs, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Bill Cries, M-NCPPC 
Mr. Christisn C Larson, SHA-ORE 
Mr. J. Rodney Little, MHT 
Mr. DarreU Sacks, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Donald SparUin, SHA-PPD 
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Puria N. Glendcning 

KiiblccD KcDDcdy-TownwDd 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources J. Charles Foi 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW s«r»»y 

Tawes Stale Office Building Karen M. While 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 Dtpur/Stmay 

January 10,2003 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminajy Engineering 
Mailstop C-301 
State Highway Administration ' 
707 North CaWert Street 
Baltimore MD 21202 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

This letter is in response to the distribution for comment of the Environmental Assessmem/Drafi 
Section 4(0 Evaluation for the MD 650 Project from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29, Montgomery 
County (Project No.MO900B2I).The Department has reviewed the subject document and has the following 

comments: 

1. The project area includes headwater drainage ways leading to tributaries to the middle/lower section 
of Paint Branch, a regionally important natural trout stream. Paint Branch and hs tributaries are 
classified as Use ID (Natural Trout) waters above the Capital Beltway, and wild trout are found at 
times as far down as several hundred yards downstream of the Beltway. The Department is very 
interested and involved in the protection and improvement of the Paint Branch trout resource. Our 
environmental review and fisheries staffs are available to provide general and specific information 
and recommendations on the prelection of this sensitive resource during the further planning and 
construction of this project. 

2. In the first paragraph on Page )V-16, some very important information is found regarding stream 
classifications. The referenced general classifications of Paint Branch to the east and Northwest 
Branch to the west are correct. We are recommending several minor editing changes: Paint Branch 
and rribviariei are Use 111 streams, and Northwest Branch and iribuiarits are Use JV streams, 
so the phrase "and tributaries" should be added to the text, especially since these are trout stream 
systems and special water quality protection standards will apply. The stated instream work 
restriction period is correct for Use ffl waters (no instream work allowed from October 1 through 
April 30, inclusive). For Use IV waters, the restriction period is instead "no instream work from 
March 1 through May 31, inclusive". The iniermittent stream referenced in the text will have a Use 

-iic' 
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classification if it is a jurisdictional stream. It is our understanding that it flows to Paint Branch, so 
it is a Use HI waterway. 

3. Various review guidelines for protection of natural trout streams apply to both mainstem trout waters 
and their tributaries. One of the primary protection goals related to trout streams is to preserve the 
coldwatcr temperature regime. In general, stormwater ponds or other ponds with permanent pools 
are strongly discouraged in Use 111 watersheds. Small wet forebays and micropobls are allowed in 
some cases for stormwater facilities, but in general the proposed stormwater facilities should be 
carefully considered for minimization of thermal impacts. Infiltration of stormwater is a strong 
preference in these watersheds. 

4. Also on page IV-16, the first paragraph states that "There are no listed Wild or Scenic Rivers in the 
study area." Note that the Anacostia River is a designated Slate Scenic and Wild River, and at least 
one general map for the program highlights several of the major Anacostia tributaries as part of the 
designated Anacostia River. In any case, tributaries are referenced in the Scenic and Wild River 
regulations, so perhaps this paragraph should indicate that the waterways draining to both Paint 
Branch and Northwest Branch are tributaries to the Anacostia River, a State Scenic and Wild River. 

5. In the Environmental Consequences section we note that impervious surface area increases are 
referenced on page V-9. We strongly support minim ization of new impervious surfaces in these trout 
watersheds. In some cases where development and associated infrastructure is desired and targeted 
for sensitive watersheds, it can be beneficial to consider mitigation that addresses loss of pervious 
area (those areas capable of infiltrating rainfall), either through innovative treatment of stormwater 
runoff, or through creation/resioration of new pervious areas in areas which were previously 
impervious due to older development. 

6. In Chapter 7, there is a lener dated August 10,2001 from the Environmental Review Unit which 
indicates that drainages within the work area would be classified as Use 1 waters. Further review 
has determined that the drainages would be classified cither as Use IB (if they drain to Paint Branch) 
or Use IV (if they drain to Northwest Branch). Therefore, the coned information on stream 
classifications is as staled in the document on page TV-16, and as clarified regarding tributaries in our 
item #1 above. 

If you have any questions concerning these comments, you may contact Greg Golden of my stafTat 
410-260-8334. 

Ray C. Dimaman, Jr., Director 
Environmental Review Unit 
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MAHYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND  PLANNING  COMMISSION 

• •    =d 87E7 Grargte Avenue • Siwr Soring. MjrjtonO JOS 10-3760 

(301)495-4605 

1 Montgomery County.Punning Boa'rt) 
Office <rt Uie Chairmen 

November 1. 2001 

Robert D. Douglass 
Deputy Chief Engineer 
Highway Development 
State Highway Administration 
Baltimore. Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Douglass: 

At its regular meeting of October 25, 2001, the Montgomery County Planning 
Board reviewed the State Highway Administration's plans for improvements to New 
Hampshire Avenue (MD 650) between Powder Mill Road and Colesville Road (US 29). 

The Planning Board approved the project with the following comments: 

1. Prepare final landscape plans in coordination with staff, with particular attention 
to these specific concerns: 
a. Compatibility with the golf course design. 
b. Incorporate improvement to landscaping on the west side of New Hampshire 

Avenue. 
c. Landscape medians which are six feet in width or greater. 
d. Provide landscape panels with street trees between proposed sidewalks and 

the roadway wherever possible. 

2. Prepare final plans in coordination with the golf course design process, including 
final determination of its access road location. 

3. Coordinate transit stop locations, crosswalks, and curb ramp locations in final 
design with the county to assure they are ADA-compliam. provide adequate 
median refuge areas, and ensure that there are sufficient pedestrian crossings. 

A. In the commercial areas along New Hampshire Avenue, sidewalks should have a 
3-foot offset from the curb or be a minimum of 8'-3" wide. To the north of the 
White Oak Shopping Center entrance, where more right-of-way exists, the 
proposed sidewalk should be offset from the curb by eight to founeen feet 

5. Provide sufficient lighting to meet the recommendations of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society of North America. 

6. All intersections, including T intersections, should be mad* ADA compliant. 

In making these comments the Planning Board is seeking the integration of specific 
project elements, such as the tendsceping, fencing, crosswalks, lighting, transit facilities, 
and sidewalks to enhance the local pedestrian experience (convenience and safety)1. 
The area, particularly in the Lockwood fioad vicinity, has significant pedestrian traffic 
and transit dependency. The County e currently evaluating "implementetion of a new 
transit Station to serve this area. With all this in mind, the Flannino Board suooests that 
pedestrian facifiiies receive the highest priority in this project. 

If you have any questions, please contact Joe Anderson with M-NCPPC 
Environmental Planning at 301-4650-4873. 

Sincerely, 

Arthur Holmes. ,Jr. 
Chairman 

AH:JA:ss\D\Chsinnsn LeBereiLtrOouBlass-doc 
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Please Complete Your Review S Recommendation Before December 12,2002 

Completed Form To:    Lindt C. Jiney. J.O., Oiitctor, Maryland Slalt Cltatlnghouu lor InteiBOvtrnn 
Maryland Dapartinant ot Planning, 301 Wall Pinion Slicat, Room1104, 
Phone: 410-7(7-4490 Fai: 410-767-4480 

Xpplication ldenlirier:^MD20021.115--132-l .,» 

on:       MonlBomery County 

ant:     SUte Highway AdminislraOon 

ipllon: Dratl EA/Seellon 4(») Evaluation: MD 6S0 from Powder Mill Road to North 
through toneft Intersection & interchange improvements: requires temporal 
acquisition 

•rftl Assistance, 
MD 21201-2305 

Clearinghouse Contact: Bob Rcs&*0sh. 410-7eft-4490 
broseijiKh^mdp state jndois 

i allema&ve • 1 additional north 
Etrudion & slope easements, & righi-of-wsy 

Based on a Review of Ihe Information Provided^We Have Checked U) the Appropriate Determination Below 

;l   lit Is Consistent with our plans, programs, and objectives 

III Is Consistent with the policies contained In E>ecutlve Order 01.01.1992 J7 (Maryland Economic Crovrfh, Resource Protection, 
:2  land Planning Act of 1992), Executive Order 01.01.1998.04 (Smart Growth and Neighborhood Conservation Policy), afid our 

[plans, programs, and objectives. 

13 
||MHT ONLY) II has been determined that the project will have 'no effecT on historic properties and that the federal and/br Stale 
[historic preservation requirements have been met 
(DNR ONLY) N has been determined that this project is In the Coastal Zone and is nol inconslstenl with the Maryland Coastal 

j2one Management Program. 
(MDP ONLY) H la consistent with the' requiremcrns of State Finance and procurement Article S7B-02-. OS: 04 and 09 Smart 

*'   iGrowlh and Neighborhood Conservation (Priorfly Funding Areas). 

'f  ink Consistent with our plans, programs, and objectives.   
4£3£«£&c££^£2U£ 

it is ConsUtent with Ihe Economic Growth. Resource Protection, and Planning Visions (Planning Act of 1992). State Finance and 
26   Procurement Article 5-7B - Smart Growth and Neighborhood Conservation (Priority Funding Areas), jng our plans, programs, and 

otjedlves. 

R1 

R2 

R3 

R4 

R5 

R6 

GENERALLY CONSISTENT WITH OUALIFYING COMMENTS: II Is generaly Consistent wWi our plane, programa and 
otjedlves. bul the attached quaWylng comment Is lubmHled for consideration. 
CONTINGENT UPON CERTAIN ACTIONS: It Is generaly Consistent with our plane, programs and objectives condnger* upon 
certato actions being taken as noted In the attached commenHs). ____^  
NOT CONSISTENT: It raises problems concerning compatMily with our plans, programa. objectives, or Ptanring Ad 
visions/potdes: or II may duplicate Misting program aclMties. as indicated In the attached commenl(s). If a meeting with the 
appBcant Is requested, please chocfc here: D   
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REOUESTED: Additional WormaUon is required to complete the review. The Momatlon needed 
Is WenWied below. H en entension of the review'period Is requested, please check here: D ,  
FURTHER INTEREST: Due to tunher InleresVquestions concerning this project, we request that the Clearinghouse set up a 
conference with the applicant.  
SUPPORTS: Supports "Small Growth' and Federal Enecutive Order 12072 (Federal Space Managemert). which directs lederal 
agencies to locate facilities in urban areas.  

h additional comments if necessary OR use theses spaces: 
-I      PWW-U<1     •••t.fcAg^     •Cci^'^cVS '/'/0/ 

-BAH    jtUBJ?^. 

ilion: 

Slgnalurt: 
Phon*: 

Date Complctvd: 

• WT^^ry'v 

X' 
It./ IIIQl. 

Check heie If comments are anached. 

iL.Ehtii.Jr. 

ibadS.Stttk 

Maryland Department of Planning 

PROJECT   STATUS   FORM 

Smtuy 

Tluna E. hmen 
Dtpttj! Sitnury 

ise complete this form and return it to Ihe Slate Clearinghouse upon teceipl of nolificatlon that the project 
been approved or nol approved by Ihe approving authority. 

Maryland State Clearinghouse 
Maryland Department of Planning 
301 West Preston Street 
Room 1104 
Baltimore, MD  21201-2305 

(Name ol person completing this form.) 

DATE: 
(Please M In he dstrlorm oompleled) 

(AIM Code * Ph«ne number) 

State Application Identifier:     MD20021115-1324 
Project Description: Draft EA/Section 4(f) Evaluation: MD 650 from Powder MM Road to North of US 

29: build alternative « 1 additional north through lane ft intersection t interchange 
improvements: requires temporary construction * slope easements, * right-of-way 
acquisition 

s project/plan was: QApproved •Approved with Modification       •Disapproved 

Tie of Approving Authority: Date Approved: 

e funding (If applicable) has been approved for the period of: 

 , 200 to _, 200 ; as follows: 

deral $: Local J: State $: Other S: 

SOl WrnT-nHn SrmfSmn t'01 • 5*ft*-t». M«ntan*2im.}3M 
 •*-*'.•"*.*..• f'^.'t'-.^S'l* TTi'r.'in-Aliir.Awrfluin- 



tnLE+ritiJr. 
Gntrmt 

4ithmlS.St«k 
U. Gtnnm 

Maryland Department of Planning 
Stmuy 

FlmiurE.Btmsx 

Januny 28,2003 

M«. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Oflkc of Pluming and Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
MailstopC-301 
707 North Calven Street 
Baltimore, MD  21202 

STATF n.RABrNnHnnsr: WFrnM^NnATinN 
Stale Applicadoo IdeDtilitr:    MD2002)] 15-1324 
Applicant:     Stale Highway Adminittration 
" tjtci Description: Drafi EA/Section 4(1) Evaluation: MD 650 torn Powder Mill Road to North of US 29; 

build alternative - 1 additional north through lane & intersection & interchange improvements: requires 
temporary construction & slope easements, & right-of-way acquisition 

Projeel Location:    Montgomeiy County 
Approving Authority: U.S. Department of Transportation 
CFDA Number:     None ' 
Funds:        Federal: 516,671417.00    State: S   0.00     Local: S   0.00    Other: S  0.00 
Rerommrndalion:     Consistent with Qualifying Comments and Contingent Upon Certain Artjoni 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

In accordance with Presidential Executive Older 12372 and Code of Maryland Regulation 104.04, OK State 
Clearinghouse has coordinated the imergovenuncntal review of the referenced project This letter, with 
attachments, constitutes the State process review and recommendation based upon commons received to date. This 
recommendation is valid for a period of thrceyears from the date of thii letter. 

Review comments were requested bom the Maryland Departments of Business and Econmmc Devtlonmenl. 
Housinc and Community Develonmenl. indudint the Maivlend Historical Trust. Natural Resonrcff % 
Environincnt. Tnnsponaiion. the Man-land Military Departmenl. Montgomery County. Marvlmd-Natiohal Capital 
ParX and Plamnie Commission in Montoomcrv County, and the .Marvland Dcpanmcnt of Planning. As of this 
date, the Maryland Depsinmeni of the Envhonment has not submined comments. This Kcommendatioo is 
contingent upon the Applicant considering and addressing any problems or conditions that may be identified by 
their review. Any comments received will be forwarded. 

"ie Maryland Deparonems of Business and Economic Development. Natural Resources, nnd Transoonatinn: the 
-larvland Military Deparmienl: Monigomery County: the Marvland-Naiional Capital Park and Planniny 
Commission in Montgomery County: arid the Maryland Depanrocnt of Planning found this project to be consistent 
with their plans, programs, and objectives. 

Ml I'M htm* !mn • Smx I rot • Bstn-n. Murtmi tlXI-i!9i 

vi /5c- 

Ms      nthia D. Simpson 
lanuiuy 28,2003 
Page 2 

The Man-land Depanment of Housing and Community Development, jnrludin. the Maryland Historical Trust (the 
Irua) found th.s project to be gener>lly comistenl »Hth their pl.M, programs, and objectives, but included eerlak 

mIwTrr^' TTn^5 d"-em"'Md ^ ,he ""^ ^ ^ "no 'ivrrse «fTec,- on hi^oric p•£^ and that the Federal/Section 106 htstone presen-ation requirements have been met. properties, 

The M^l.nd-N.lion.1 Capital ParV nnd Plannmy Commission in Montp^^y rountv f.h, r^..^ 
suggested that^lanmng ccKordmanon would be a^opri.te bem-een *., O^pKc^The cSSL 
concetmng pedesmn f.cihhes. The Commission sought to coordinate the Utovmr foal hmtoTrf• *.-;, 
stop locations, crosswalta, and curb ramp locations. See the anached leflo ^ ^ "nds"Pe PIms. transtt 

A ny statement of consideration given to the rommeiRsfst ihtmM w ..^—i..^!.. .v 

^•"PyX-'Stateaearinglu,. ll-S^JS^SS^CiMi'S^'S^ 

Ptose remember, you must con^ly wifl, ,11 .pplic,b,e „,,, .„„,«,, ,lwt ^       ),ljom '„ 

T      ^^Z T^f"     .' CIel,rin«hou« sufTpm^ noted lbove „ ^ 1(^67^490 orT«rte.•^ 
brosrnbushOmdpjl.te.md.us. Also please complete the attached form and re..,. I. ,o7h?S«., 
a,.ringh.u» ., ,o.B „ .be ,..,., ofthe project is known. Any „»„,•„,*,„ o/.ku/orm mja ,«/«* ,*, 

tApplicadoHlitnnfierNumktr. Thbwili ensure .hat our files .re eompln.. 

Thaiik you for your cooperation with the MKC process. 

Sincerely, 

I mit* C la*.**. 1 r\   T\: .  Linda C. Janey, J J>., Directot 
Maryland Sute aearinghouae 

for Inteif ovenunental Assistance 

\.C3SK 
' tndjcna cnclosi.c(i) 
cc: Jn|t Villadijes - MNCPPCM 

frintricSMmiD -MILT 
Kitbyni OraB • DHCDMHT 
SfonFdDjMTCM 

tlll314.aS-if 

Ivncs Griaf * DBED 
Joanr Mnlla • MDE 
KonaM Spalding - MDOT" 

^ 



United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
Washington. D.C. 20240 

EROZ/IO?? MAR 1 3 2003 

Ms. Cynthia Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminar^Ertgineering 
Mail Stop C-301 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street . 
Baltimore. Maryland 21202 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

The Department of the Interior (Department) has reviewed the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation for MD 650 Widening, from Powder 
Mill Road to north of US 29. Montgomery County, Maryland. The Department offers the 
following comments for your consideration. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at 
Powder Mill Road from Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will include        • 
provisions for improving circulation of vehicles and pedestrians to and from the Food    1 

and Drug Administration headquarters facility, which is cunently under construction. 
The Section 4(f) property is the White Oak Public Golf Course.- The goH course is 
currently operated for public use through a lease agreement between the General 
Services Administration and the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTCOMMENTS 

Wetlands will not be affected by either the Build or the No Build Alternatives. 
Threatened or endangered species do not exist at the site, and therefore will not be 
affected by either the Build or No Build Alternatives. The No Build Alternative would not 
affect aquatic wildlife. The Build Alternative would add two storm-water management 
outfall pipes that may discharge into existing streams. The quality and quantity of storm 
water discharged would not have any adverse effect on the existing streams, or aquatic 
wildlife. 

Iba 

-2- 

SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION COMMENTS 

The project will permanently take approximately eight acres of public park land that is 
currently used for active recreation and convert that land to road right-of-way. 
However, the golf course will be redesigned so that it continues to function as a nine- 
hole golf course. Project mitigation includes the addition of trees and shrubs wfthip the 
golf course and around the storm water management ponds. The golf course is a 
contributing element in the Naval Ordinance Laboratory Historic District. The State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has concurred with the State Highway 
Administration's (SHA) determination that the proposed project will not adversely affect 
the Historic District. The SHPO has also concurred that the two acres of temporary 
construction impacts are not subject to the provisions of Section 4(f). 

The Section 4(f) Evaluation does not include a determination by the SHA regarding 
feasible and prudent alternatives. Perhaps this is an oversight Nevertheless, the 
Department would concur with a determination by SHA that there are ncteaslble and 
prudent alternatives to the proposed project. If project objectives are to be met The 
Department would also concur that all possible planning needed to minimize harm to 
the Section 4(0 resource has been employed within Alternative 2, the Build Alternative. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments. 

Sincerely, )    ~     j^ 

•<P— 
Willie R. Taylor 
Director, Office of Environmental Policy 

and Compliance 



APPENDIX A.   FEASIBILITY AND REASONABLENESS WORKSHEET SUMMARY 

CCAOIDll  rn/ r^DlTCDIA NSA1 NSA 2 NSA 3 NSA 4 NSA 5 NSA 6 
Y    !     N Y    !     N Y     j     N Y     !     N Y     |     N Y     |     N 

1 Noise levels can be reduced by 7-10 dBA (minium 3 dBA at impacted residences. Not Calculated Not Calculated Not Calculated Not Impacted Not Calculated Not Calculated 

2 Construction of a sound barrier will restrict pedestrian or vehicular access. y J     I J J y 
3 Construction of a sound barrier will cause safety or maintenace problems. J !   J J | J y 
4 Sound barriers can be constructed given topography, drainage, utilities, etc. j !   J J | y 
5 There are non-highway noise sources that would reduce barrier effectiveness. J !   J J J y 

REASONABLENESS CRITERIA NSA1 NSA 2 NSA 3 NSA 4 NSA 5 NSA 6 
Y    !     N Y     |     N Y     I     N Y     |     N Y     |     N Y     |     N 

1 Majority of impacted receptors will receive a 7 dBA or greater noise reduction. Not Calculated Not Calculated Not Calculated Not Impacted Not Calculated Not Calculated 

2 75% or more of impacted and benefited residents approve of the proposed noise 

abatement.' | 
3 A 3 dBA or greater change in design year build noise levels over design year no build 

noise levels is expected to result from the proposed action. |     J J J J y 
3a The cumulative effects of highway improvements in the design year build noise levels, at 

receptors that existed when prior improvements were made is equal to or greater than 3 
dBA. |     J J Not Calculated J | y 

3b Noise levels equal or exceed 72 dBA at impacted receptors. !   J J J J i y 
4 The cost of noise abatement is equal to or less than $50,000 per residence, impacted 

and benefited. 
Not Calculated Not Calculated J Not Calculated Not Calculated 

5 Noise barriers will have a negative visual/aesthetic impact (size and appearance). J J J J y I 
6 Noise barrier will have an adverse impact on Section 4(f) resource. J J J J ! y 
7 There are local controls on noise sensitive development adjacent to state highways. J J J J y i 
8 There are special circumstances, i.e. historical/cultural significance at this NSA. J J J J i y 

1 To be determined during final design. 

~-& 
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APPENDIX A. ISA PROPERTIES - ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND 
POTENTIAL CONTAMINATION VALUES 

ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 1 
1,500 feet South of 1-495 at 
Building 502 

• Emergency Response Notification System 
• No other information found 
• Unknown quantity and substance 

X 

Site 2 
ADEC White Oak 
10905 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• No reported violations 
• Unknown nature of business 

X 

Site 3 
Adelphia Laboratory Center 
2800 Powder Mill Road 
Adelphia, MD 20783 

Harry Diamond Laboratory 
2800 Powder Mill Road 
Adelphia, MD 20783 

• State Hazardous Waste Site (MD-068) 
• 13 violations reported 
• Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• Transport, Storage, Disposal Facility 
• Six reported UST closures 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

• Two LUSTs with monitoring well sampling 
• Unknown nature of material in UST 
• No MDE file exists for these facilities, 

additional inquiry is warranted 

X 

Site 4 
Amoco Station #766 
10226 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Four 10,000 gallon gasoline USTs currently in 
use 

• Currently used USTs are about Five years old 
• One 10,000 gallon gasoline UST Removed 
• One 8,000 gallon gasoline UST removed 
• Two 6,000 gallon gasoline USTs removed 
• One 550 gallon heating oil UST removed 
• Verification with MDE records confirmed no 

contamination and proper closure on 6-12-95 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site5 
Bell Atlantic 
11300 Columbia Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Unknown size UST for heating oil 
removed/abandoned 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 6 
Brookview Elementary School 
1100 Corliss Street 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 8,000 gallon heating oil UST currently in use 
• 6,000 gallon heating oil UST permanently out 

of use 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 



m 
ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site? 
Center for the Handicapped 
10501 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

Hillandale Elementary School 
10501 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 6,000 gallon Heating Oil UST 
• Tank was cleaned, pumped and filled with 

cement, no signs of contamination in down 
gradient monitoring well 

• Verification with MDE records confirmed no 
contamination and proper closure on 6-29-95 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10,03 

X 

SiteS 
Chateau Apartments 
9727 Mount Pisgah Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 8,000 gallon heating oil UST currently in use 
• Two 20,000 gallon heating oil USTs 

permanently out of use 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 9 
Coca Cola Bottling Company 
1710 Elton Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Reported release from UST, no other 
information about release found 

• 5,000 gallon UST permanently oilt of service 
• One 8,000 gallon diesel UST permanently out 

of service 
• Two 4,000 gallon gasoline USTs permanently 

out of service 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 10 
Continental Petroleum 
11526 Stewart Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Montgomery White Oak 
Apartments 
11400 Stewart Lane 
11526 Stewart Lane 
11530 Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Graey Management 
11525 Stewart Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Documented release and cleanup 
• No other information available 
• Information inconsistency with Montgomery 

White Oak Apartments 

• 10,000 gallon heating oil UST at each location 
• 8,000 gallon heating oil UST at 11400 

• Closed UST 
• No other information available 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 11 
Cresthaven Elementary School 
1234 Cresthaven Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 10,000 gallon heating oil UST out of service 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 12 
Dale Cleaners 
10216 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 
Generator 

• No recorded violations 

X 
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ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 13 
Dow Jones CO 
11501ColumbiaPike 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Seven violations reported at facility 
• 550 gallon UST for diesel removed 
• Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• Awaiting additionally requested information 

from Dow Jones CO 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 14 
Exxon #24953 
10206 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Two 19 year old 10,000 gallon diesel USTs 
currently in use 

• 10,000 gallon gasoline UST currently in use 
• Two 8,000 gallon gasoline USTs currently in 

use 
• One 550 gallon used oil UST reported as a 

release, cleanup and removed 
• Three 10,000 gallon USTs removed 
• Four 4,000 gallon USTs removed 
• Two 6,000 gallon USTs removed 
• Verification with MDE records will insure 

proper closure and cleanup 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 15 
Exxon #25404 
11177 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Two 1,000 gallon used oil USTs were 
removed; a release and cleanup is documented 

• Two steel 8,000 gallon and a steel 4,000 
gallon UST were removed 

• The facility currently uses an 8,000 gallon, 
10,000 gallon and 12,000 gallon USTs for 
gasoline 

• MDE records indicate a history of leaks at this 
location, all cases have been subsequently 
closed out with no additional signs of 
contamination 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 16 
Frank J DeLuca Inc 
10751 Kinloch Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• Hazardous Waste Transporter 
• No reported violations 
• Unknown nature of business 

X 

Site 17 
General Industrial Services INC 
9727 MT Pisgah Road 
Suite 1501 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Transport, Storage, Disposal Facility 
• Hazardous Waste Transporter 
• No violations reported 
• Unknown nature of business 

X 

I 
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ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 18 
George Meany Center for Labor 
Studies 
10000 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 15,000 gallon, 6,000 and 1,500 gallon heating 
oil USTs currently in use 

• 500 gallon heating oil UST permanently out of 
use 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 19 
Hillandale Fire Station 
10617 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Reported release and cleanup of oil/water 
separator overflow case closed on 2-18-93 

• Unknown capacity UST currently in use 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

• Verification with MDE records indicate proper 
Closure of USTs on 6-15-99 

X 

Site 20 
Hillandale Shopping Center 
1701 Elton Street 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Unknown UST 
• No records found at MDE for this facility 

X 

Site 21 
Interstate 495 and MD 650 
Silver Spring, MD 

• Reported release to the Emergency Response 
Notification System 

• No Records found at MDE for this incident 

X 

Site 22 
Oak Hills Apartments 
11497 Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Heating oil UST 
• Documented release and cleanup 
• 15,000 and 20,000 gallon USTs documented 

as abandoned 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 23 
Outer loop of 1-495 exit to 
South MD 650 

• Emergency Response Notification System 
• No other information found 
• Unknown quantity and materials 
• No information found at MDE for this 

incident 

X 

Site 24 
PEPCO Spill 
11207 Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 

• Documented release and cleartup 
• No other information available 
• No information found at MDE for this 

incident 

X 

Site 25 
Safety Kleen Corporation 
12164 Technology Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• 27 reported violations at the site 
• Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• No information found at MDE 

X 
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ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 26 
Sears Automotive Center 
11255 & 11259 New 
Hampshire Ave 
Silver Springs, MD 20904 

• Six 5,000 gallon USTs for gasoline removed 
• Two 10,000 gallon USTs for heating oil 

removed 
• One 6,000 gallon UST for heating oil removed 
• One 550 gallon UST for used oil removed 
• One 500 gallon UST for used oil currently in 

use 
• Facility is a Small Quantity Hazardous Waste 

Generator with no violations 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 27 
Shell Service Station 
(21984780201) 
10201 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• Historical LUST currently undergoing 24 horn- 

pump and treat remediation both on and off 
site. 

• Three 10,000 gallon gasoline USTs 
• 550 gallon used oil UST removed 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 28 
Shell Service Station 
(S API 37676) 
11150 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Currently using three 10,000 gallon UST's for 
gasoline 

• 1,000 gallon heating oil UST permanently out 
of service 

• 550 gallon used oil LUST removed. 
• The facility is listed as a SQ-HWG 
• Vehicle repair conducted on site 
• This site has a history of leaks from the supply 

lines, case closed on 12/97 
• Verification with MDE records indicate proper 

removal and closure with contaminated soils 
removed. 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 29 
The Point Apartments 
11200, 11215 & 11235 
Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Three USTs documented as closed 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 30 
Two Cleaners 
10270 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Facility is listed as a Small Quantity 
Hazardous Waste Generator 

• No Violations reported 

X 
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ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 31 
US Naval Surface Warfare 
Center 
10901 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

Federal Research Center at 
White Oak 
10903 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

20 reported violations at the site 
Listed as a State Hazardous Waste Site (MD- 
061) 
Historic LUST at Building #387 
Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
One 5,300 gallon, two 40,000 gallon, two 
10,000 gallon and one 6,000 gallon heating oil 
USTs currently in use 
Verification with MDE records indicate a 
release and cleanup at building 201, no 
records found for building #387, no other 
records for this facility on file at MDE 
"Extensive investigations by the Navy have 
identified seven sites which are considered to 
pose a potential threat to human health or the 
environment" (GSA, April 1997)  

Site 32 
White Oak Auto Body 
11415 Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

No Violations reported 
The facility is listed as a Small Quantity 
Hazardous Waste Generator 

X 

Site 33 
White Oak Cleaners 
11209 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

No violations reported 
The facility is listed as a Small Quantity 
Hazardous Waste Generator 

X 

Site 34 
White Oak Gardens Apartments 
11598, 11600 and 11615 
Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Currently using two 6,000 gallon backup UST 
for heating oil 
Two 10,000 gallon heating oil USTs removed 
It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10;02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 35 
White Oak Park Apartments 
11431 and 11434 
Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

8,000 gallon heating oil UST 
Documented release and cleanup 
Documented as removed or abandoned 
It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26:10.10.03 

Site 36 
White Oak Towers Apartments 
11700 Old Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

10,000 gallon heating oil UST 
It is anticipated that currently used USTs are 
in compliance with applicable state and 
federal regulations 

Site 37 
Aristo Valet Inc. Cleaners 
Hillandale Center 
10119 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• No information in database search 
• No information found at MDE 

X 
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ISA Properties 

Site 38 
Custom Tailor and Dry 
Cleaning 
11201A Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
Site 39 
11215 Oak Leaf Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 

Reason for Concern 

• No information in database search 
• No information found at MDE 

Emergency Response Notification System 
Unknown quantity and substance 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High 

X 

Medium Low 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

CALL MADE TO: 
Mr. Bill Barron 
Title First Last 

REPRESENTING: Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
(M-NCPPC)  

FROM (Caller): Jessica Brado, MT/A 

PHONE: (301) 495-4556 
Area Number 
Code 

DATE: March 12, 2002 TIME:    2:00 p.m. 

Summary of Conversation: 

Ms. Jessica Brado spoke to Mr. Bill Barron about Holly Hall, the potential elderly, low-income 
community. He verified that it is run by the Housing Opportunities Commission (HOC), and that 
it probably would be considered low-income compared to the rest of Montgomery County, 
although it is not your typical low-income community. He suggested that it still be included as 
an environmental justice (EJ) community. 

Mr. Barron identified a minority and low-income community in White Oak behind White Oak 
Shopping Center on both sides of Lockwood Drive (which includes the White Oak Apartments 
that are located within the study area). This community, as a whole, is referred to by the County 
as the April/Stuart Lane Community and is sometimes called the Garden Apartments. There are 
about ten different developments within this area. It consists of three or four, three-story 
buildings, and has both an African-American and Hispanic population, but mainly Hispanic 
according to Mr. Barron. He said that there are approximately 3600 units with a population 
estimated at 6,000 people. The April/Stuart Lane Community is well outside the proposed 
alternative's right-of-way. 

Mr. Barron also provided Ms. Brado with another community to add to the community inventory, 
other than the above identified as minority and low-income. This community is not an EJ 
community, and is called "North White Oak". It consists of single-family detached homes, and is 
located in the middle of the new development is going in north of US 29 (former Heartfields 
Retirement Community...now bought out by Sunrise). 
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CALL MADE TO: 
Ms. 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Vanessa Floyd 
Title First 

REPRESENTING:     Holly Hall 

FROM (Caller): 

Last 

Jessica Brado, MT/A 

PHONE: 301-439-0900 
Area 
Code 

Number 

DATE: 11-06-02 TIME:     1:45pm 

Summary of Conversation: 
I provided Ms. Vanessa Floyd with the reason for my call, which was to notify various 
communities along New Hampshire Avenue from south of Powder Mill Road to north of US 29, 
about the upcoming Informational Public Meeting on November 25, 2002. She referred me to 
Ms. Ursela Brinkley, Resident Counselor for Holly Hall (301-439-8652). I informed Ms. 
Brinkley that we would like to encourage her and residents of the community to attend the 
meeting. I asked Ms. Brinkley if she thought it would be helpful for SHA to provide a 
presentation to them or set up an information stand in the lobby for residents to visit. She 
suggested that she look at the brochure first to see if it would spark enough interest for a 
presentation. I gave her my name and phone number to call back if she would like to request a 
presentation. 

Ms. Brinkley called back to request a presentation based on interest from the residents of Holly 
Hall. A meeting was scheduled for January 22, 2003. 
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MITMORANDUM 

TO: Ms. Cynthia Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

FROM: Darrell Sacks ^M 
Environmental Manager 
Project Planning Division 

DATE: February 6, 2003 

SUBJECT: Project No. MO900B21 

RE: 

MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Holly Hall Community Meeting Minutes - January 22, 2003 

Ms. Pamela McNicholas from McCormick Taylor and Associates Inc. (MT/A), 
thanked everyone for attending and gave a brief introduction about the purpose of the 
meeting, which was to present the Maryland State Highway Administration's (SHA) MD 
650 improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. She introduced MT/A 
staff members, Mr. Dick Evans and Ms. Jessica Brado. Ms. Ursela Brinkley, Resident 
Counselor, along with several residents of Holly Hall, attended the meeting. 

Mr. Dick Evans began the PowerPoint presentation by providing an overview of 
the MD 650 project. A map of the entire study area displaying the improvements to MD 
650 was posted on the wall for reference. In addition, copies of the November 25, 2002 
Informational Public Meeting brochure and the Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 
4(f) Evaluation were available at the meeting. Mr. Evans covered the following topics: 
purpose of the project, project need, public involvement/LABQUEST Community 
Partnership, and alternatives considered. 

My lelephone numberAolI-free number is . 
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Mr. Evans explained improvements at each of the following areas: 

• Northbound MD 650 
• MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection 
• MD 650/Po'wder Mill Road Intersection 
• MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road Intersection 
• MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection ' 
• MD 650/White Oak Shopping Center 
• US 29/MD 650 Interchange 

Mr. Evans proceeded to discuss pedestrian amenities and landscaping. Ms. 
McNicholas then reviewed the environmental impacts associated with the project and 
referenced the environmental documentation prepared. Mr. Evans concluded the 
presentation by summarizing the project schedule, including the upcoming construction 
schedule to begin in summer 2003. Following the presentation, Holly Hall residents 
shared their comments about the project. The following is a summary of the comments 

received: 

General Comments: 
• Vehicles traveling on northbound MD 650 often make U-tums at the Powder Mill 

Road intersection to get onto southbound MD 650<and the ramps to 1-495). 
• Large trucks often use the Holly Hall entrance driveway from Powder Mill Road 

as a turn-around. Trucks heading northbound on MD 650 turn left onto Powder 
Mill Road (into the Holly Hall driveway), turn around in the driveway, and head 
onto southbound MD 650. The trucks realize they cannot make a U-turn at that 
location so the Holly Hall entrance driveway is used as a tum-around to get onto 
southbound MD 650. (Theproject team noted that traffic signage might help to 
alleviate this problem as well as local law enforcement.) 

• It is difficult to turn left out of Powder Mill Road from the Holly Hall complex. 
The traffic signal is not long enough, and cars often must sit through multiple 
traffic signals. 

• There is a signalization problem at MD 650 and Powder Mill Road. The light is 
not timed long enough for pedestrians to cross MD 650 at Powder Mill Road. 
This crosswalk is very dangerous. Longer pedestrian walk times are needed. 
(The project team will forward concerns to the traffic engineers regarding 
lighting for pedestrian crosswalks. Signal liming comments will be forwarded 
on to Pete Campanides at SHA, District 3.) 

• An issue was raised regarding the buses picking up and dropping off residences at 
the Holly Hall complex. There is not enough room around the perimeter of the 
concrete island for buses to turn around. The buses consistently are forced to 
drive on the outer edge of the concrete island because the turning radius is not 
large enough to accommodate buses. (The team will contact Bob Simpson at 
Montgomery County about bus issue.) 

2*1 
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February 7,2003 

Re:      Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to 
North of US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Ms. Ursela Brinkky 
Resident Counselor 
Holly Hall Apartments' 
10110 New Hampshire Ave. 
Silver Spring MD 20903 

Dear Ms. Brinkley, 

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) would like to thank you and 
the residents of Holly Hall for attending the Holly Hall Community Meeting on January 
22 2003. SHA appreciates your comments regarding the MD 650 (New Hampshire 
Avenue) improvements, from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. 

As discussed at the meeting, the purpose of the project is to improve traffic 
operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to 
north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving circulation of traffic 
and pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug Administration (FDA) facihty 
at the former White Oak Naval Ordinance Laboratory. The project will also consider 
adequate vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle access to existing and planned activity 

Mv telephone numberAoll-Jree number is  _ 
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centers, including  commercial  sites.     Your comments have been noted  and are 
summarized below. A response is provided following each comment. 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

Vehicles traveling on northbound MD 650 often make U-turns at the 
Powder Mill Road intersection to get onto southbound MD 650 -(and the 
ramps to 1-495). 

This situation has been discussed with a traffic engineer at SHA who 
works in the SHA-District 3 Office of Traffic. It appears that confusing 
signs south of the MD 650/1-495 interchange cause the problem. Vehicles 
desiring to go south on 1-495 often miss the signed turn from northbound 
MD 650 and must perform the U-turn at Powder Mill Road to access the 
southbound 1-495 ramp. Because the problem is beyond the limits of this 
design project, it has been brought to the attention of the SHA District 
Engineer for coirective action. 

Large trucks often use the Holly Hall entrance driveway from Powder Mill 
Road as a turn-around. Trucks heading northbound on MD 650 turn left 
onto Powder Mill Road (into the Holly Hall driveway) tum around in the 
driveway and head onto southbound MD 650. The truck drivers realize 
they cannot make a U-tum at that location, so the Holly Hall entrance 
driveway is used as a turn-around to get onto southbound MD 650. 

The project team noted that traffic signage as well as local law 
enforcement might help to alleviate this problem. The team will contact 
Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation 
(DPW&T) about this issue. 

It is difficult to turn left out of Powder Mill Road from the Holly Hall 
complex. The traffic signal is not long enough, and cars often sit through 
multiple traffic signals. 

By copy of this letter to the Montgomery County DPW&T - Division of 
Traffic and Parking Services, SHA is informing them of this concern. The 
address is 101 Monroe Street, 11th Floor, Rockville, Maryland 20850. 
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Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

There is a signalization problem at MD 650 and Powder Mill Road. The 
light is not timed long enough for pedestrians to cross MD 650 at Powder 
Mill Road. This crosswalk is very dangerous. Longer pedestrian walk 
times are needed. 

The project team will forward these concerns to SHA's District 3 traffic 
engineers regarding lighting for pedestrian crosswalks. Signal timing 
comments will be forwarded to Pete Campanides at SHA, District 3 and 
the Montgomery County DPW&T. For more information on pedestrian 
signals, visit http://www.dpwt.com/ped. 

An issue was raised regarding buses picking up and dropping off residents 
at the Holly Hall complex. There is_not enough room around the 

perimeter of the concrete island for buses to turn around. The buses 
consistently are forced to drive on the outer edge of the concrete island 
because the turning radius is not large enough to accommodate buses. 

This should be discussed with the management and ownership of Holly 
Hall because the circle is on private property. 

The SHA has reviewed all comments and will continue to investigate the 
feasibihty of addressing your comments. We look forward to keeping you informed 
about our progress. Thank you for your interest. 

Very Truly Yours, 

2,/f 

Donald H. Sparklin 
Assistant Division Chief 
Project Planning Division 



Us. Ursela Brinkky O \D 
MD650 • •     • . , 
Page 4 

cc: 

By:  \tOi U-JJL 
Darrell Sacks 
Environmental Manager 
Project Planning Division 

Mr Kenneth Briggs, SHA, Highway Design 
Mr Peter Campanides, SHA District 3 OfBce of Traffic 
Montgomery County DPWT, 101 Monroe Street, 11 * Floor, Rockville, MD 20850 
Mr. Dana P. Knight, McCormick, Taylor, and Associates 
Ms. Vanessa Floyd, Holly Hall Apartments 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, SHA District 3 
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CALL MADE TO: 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Ms. Michele       Schively 
Title             First                                                       Last 

REPRESENTING:     White Oak Apartments  

FROM (Caller):               Jessica Brado, MT/A 

PHONE: 301-622-4048  
Area Number 
Code 

DATE: 11-06-02  TIME:    1:30pm 

Summary of Conversation: 
I provided Ms. Schively (goes by Mickey) with the reason for my call, which was to notify 
various communities along New Hampshire Avenue from south of Powder Mill Road to north of 
US 29, about the upcoming Informational Public Meeting on November 25, 2002. She asked 
what the meeting was about, and I explained that SHA is proposing transportation improvements 
needed on New Hampshire Avenue for the FDA consolidation at the White Oak site. Ms. 
Schively had not received anything in the mail, nor did she see anything in the paper. So, she 
gave me her address to confirm with our mailing list. I informed her that we would like to 
encourage her and residents of the community to attend. She would like us to verify that mail- 
outs/brochures/meeting announcements, etc. are sent to her boss at Grady Management who also 
runs the Montgomery White Oak, Paint Branch, Villa Nova, and Yorkshire Communities, along 
with White Oak Apartments. Ms. Schively would also like to receive these mail-outs directly. I 
have confirmed that the following addresses are on our project mailing list: 

Michele Schively Bert Thompson 
11434 Lockwood Drive Grady Management 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 Montgomery Center Building 

8630 Fenton Street, Suite 625 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

I asked Ms. Schivley if she thought it would be helpful for SHA to provide a presentation to them 
or set up an information stand in the lobby for residents to visit. She suggested that she look at 
the brochure first to see if it would spark enough interest for a presentation. I gave her my name 
and phone number to call back if she would like to request a presentation. Extra copies of the 
brochure were hand-delivered to Ms. Schively before the public meeting, at which time she 
confirmed that she had previously received the brochure via mail. 
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RECORD OF COORDINATION 

E-MAIL MADE TO: 
Ms. Jennifer Martin 
Title First Last 

REPRESENTING:     McCormick, Taylor & Associates (MT/A)  

FROM: Mr. Rob Klein 

REPRESENTING:     Montgomery County Department of Public Works & Transportation (DPW&T) 

EMAIL: rob.klein@co.mo.md.us  

DATE: 01-03-2003  TIME:    9:11 a.m.  

Summary of Coordination: 
I coordinated with Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation 
(DPW&T) regarding the proposed White Oak Transit Center. The following information was 
obtained from Montgomery County DPW&T's consultant, DMJM Harris Consultants, and was 
confirmed by DPW&T, Mr. Klein: 

The Montgomery County DPW&T confirmed that they completed a two-year study to determine 
the feasibility of locating a transit center in the White Oak Shopping Center. The study expanded 
on the 7997 White Oak Master Plan recommendation to look at other potentially feasible sites in 
the White Oak area. The prototype for technical analysis as the study began was a facility with 
500 parking spaces and six bus bays. As the study progressed, a decision was made by 
Montgomery County DPW&T to delay study of improvements to meet longer term transit needs, 
including the potential for a large-scale facility in the White Oak Shopping Center, and instead 
focus on improvements to meet short term needs, specifically improvements to heavily used bus 
stops in the vicinity of New Hampshire Avenue and Lockwood Drive. There are no immediate 
plans to reinitiate a study of longer term transit needs. The transit study changed in scope 
because of community opposition to a long term facility, anticipated opposition by the White 
Oak Shopping Center owner, the need to coordinate with plans on the FDA campus and the 
strong need for short term improvements. The final study report presents a proposed facility 
program for the bus stop improvements. 


