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MD 650 FROM POWDER MILL ROAD TO NORTH OF US 29 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 

Submitted Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 4332 (2), 49 U.S.C. 303 
and CEQ Regulations (40 CFR 1500 (et.seq.) 

by the 

U.S. Department of Transportation - Federal Highway Administration and 
Maryland Department of Transportation - State Highway Administration 

Cooperating Agency: 
General Services Administration 

i/yw*^<?        tef^.g'/oZ 
AY ADMINISTRATION Date 

ce of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 

_ _ /^2  
/FEDERAL"MGHWAY ADMINISTRATION        '     ' Date 

'Division Administrator, Maryland Division 

The proposed project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder Mill Road and from 
Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for improving circulation of traffic and 
pedestrians to and from the proposed Food and Drug Administration (FDA) facility as well as providing adequate 
vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. The 
proposed FDA site is located at the former Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC), owned by the General Services 
Administration (GSA), and is being developed for future FDA consolidation and the fiiture employment of 
approximately 6,256 (2002 FDA Master Plan) persons at this location. The White Oak Public Golf Course is within 
GSA's property and is being used and maintained by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
(M-NCPPC). The proposed improvements are intended to accommodate the additional highway traffic and capacity 
needs associated with future anticipated deOvelopment of the Federal Research Center including the FDA facility 
and other future new development in the vicinity that would add traffic to the MD 650 corridor. 
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SUMMARY 
1. Administrative Action 

(  Environmental Impact Statement 
(X) Environmental Assessment 
(  )Finding of No Significant Impact 
(X) Section 4(f) Evaluation 

2. Additional Information Concerning this Project May Be Obtained By 
Contacting: 

Ms. Cynthia Simpson Ms. Denise King 
Deputy Director Environmental Specialist 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering   Federal Highway Administration 
State Highway Administration The Rotunda - Suite 220 
707 North Calvert Street 711 West WP Street 
Mail Stop C-301 Baltimore, MD 21211 
Baltimore, MD 21202 Phone: (410) 962-4342 (xl30) 
Phone: (410) 545-8500 Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m 
Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

3. Introduction 
This Environmental Assessment (EA) presents the results of engineering and environmental studies 

to improve MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29 

(Columbia Pike) (Figure S-l), in Montgomery County, Maryland, as required under the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). The planning study also addresses additional federal 

and state laws including Section 4(f) requirements of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 

1966; Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act; the Clean Air Act (as amended in 

1990); Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act; the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 

Acquisition Policies Act (as amended in 1987); Executive Order (EO) 12898; the Maryland 

Environmental Policy Act (MEPA); the 1992 Maryland Economic Growth, Resource Protection and 

Planning Act and the 1997 Smart Growth and Neighborhood Conservation Act. The study area is 

entirely within a designated Priority Funding Area (PFA), and is consistent with the 1997 White 

Oak Master Plan (Figure S-2). 

4. Description of Action 

The purpose of this project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder 

Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of US 29. In order to accommodate the additional 

highway traffic and capacity needs associated with future anticipated development, this study 

assesses the environmental impacts of the proposed transportation improvements along MD 650. 

Summary 
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The project will consider provisions for improving circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from 

the proposed FDA facility to accommodate future development associated with FDA's consolidation 

and the future employment of approximately 6,256 (2002 FDA Master Plan) persons at this 

location. This project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 

existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

5. Alternatives Summary 

In the preliminary phase of this project, one conceptual alternative was studied and underwent 

several modifications. Following the preliminary phase, the no-build alternative and one build 

alternative were considered for further study. 

Alternative 1 (No-Build) 

Alternative 1 would not provide any significant improvements to MD 650 from Powder Mill Road 

to north of US 29. Any improvements would occur as part of normal maintenance and safety 

operations and would not measurably affect roadway capacity or address accident potential. 

Alternative 2 (Build Alternative) 

Alternative 2 involves outside widening of MD 650 to provide an additional northbound through 

lane from Crest Haven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29. Alternative 2 also considers 

intersection improvements at the following locations in the MD 650 corridor: 

• MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection 
• MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection 
• Relocated Michelson Road 
• MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 
• US 29/MD 650 Interchange 

6. Summary of Environmental Impacts 

A summary comparison of impacts associated with the alternatives under consideration is presented 

in Table S-l. 

Summary 

I 
I 
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Table S-l 

RKSOURCE CATEGORY UNIT 

Alternative! (No-Build)- ^   Alternative 2 (Build) „   j 

Easements     1 
ROW 

Easements    ; 
ROW 

Temp. iSIope Temp. | Slope | 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC         , '   ^      l:; t              -;'••"'                                 ", • 

•;•;•.- ••••••• 

Residential Acre 0 0 0 031 0.37 0.38 

Commercial Acre 0 0 0 0.56 0.12 0.30 
Acre 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Emergency Services (Hillandale Fire 
Department) 

Acre 0 0 0 0.01 0.01 0 

Religious Center (Jehovah Witnesses) Acre 0 0 0 0.14 0 0.07 
Shopping Center Lot (White Oak Shopping 
Center) 

Acre 0 0 0 
2.41 0.11 0.65 

14 Parking Spaces       1 

TOTAL.;'.     "•'    :' J-», '.*•   •        .-. ., : "" .    ''•        '*'.: '•» ov. 0 . r    0      i • -3.43 -   0.61 1.40 

Residential Displacements No. 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Commercial Property Structural 
Displacements 

No. 0 0 0 0 0 0 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT ,''%"     '• 

'    '•''•":   '-               ,'•*»'';                      •-•'•.         •'' ^;|j.:   '••   ' l.^'-:.:*•• 

Wetlands Acre 0 0 
Stream Crossings No. 0 2 
Stream Impacts L.F. 0 93 
Floodplain Acre 0 0 
Woodland Acre 0 0.5 
CULTURAL RESOURCES '  ••      ':          ?li'     - •   *'        *^J ',-*'                  "•'' • '•' /-•     •          *" '     ""' 

NR/NRE Historic Sites Impacted No. 0 0 No Adverse Affect (1) 
Archeological Sites Impacted No. 0 0 0         |          0 

NOISE IMPACTS >                  .    . No. 

38 Residences 
2 Churches 

1 Golf Course 
1 Assisted Living Center 

38 Residences 
3 Churches 

1 Golf Course 
1 Assisted Living Center 

AIR QUALITY IMPACTS No. 
3 (8 hr, 2025) 

0 0 
2(lhr,2025) 

SECTION4(f) RESOURCE   , 
(White Oak Golf Course) 

Acre 

Easements 
- *pw 

Easements 
JM>W 

Tenip. Perp. Temp. Perp; 

0 0 0 1.89 0.48 7.48 
COST ESTIMATES *    ' -**? 

•'   '       "'".'    .'•. '   :••     -  - •   ''  •     •>'   - ; ^ .                       "*•    -... '   '. 

ROW $ 0 0 2,210,004 
Engineering Costs $ 0 0 1,500,000 
Construction Costs $ 0 0 12,961^13 
TOTAL COSTS $ 0 0 16,671^17 

Summary 
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Socio-economic Resources 

No displacements would be required with Alternative 1 or 2. Residential and commercial right-of- 

way acquisitions would be required with Alternative 2. One Section 4(f) resource would be 

impacted by Alternative 2. Socio-economic resource impacts are discussed in Chapter V, and 

Section 4(f) impacts are described in Chapter VI. 

Natural Environmental Resources 

Minor impacts to streams and woodlands would result from Alternative 2. Natural environmental 

impacts are detailed in Chapter V. 

Cultural Resources 

The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has determined that one historic site which is on or 

eligible for the National Register of Historic Places is located within the area of potential effect. 

This site is the Naval Ordinance Laboratory (NOL) Historic District. The SHPO concurred that 

there will be no adverse effect on the NOL Historic District (January 14, 2002). Specifically, a 

portion of the golf course within the NOL Historic District would be used for road improvements. 

Please refer to Page Vll-lb in Chapter VII, Other Agency Correspondence. 

Noise Impacts 

Six Noise Sensitive Areas (NSAs), represented by forty-one individual receptors, were identified 

for this project. Design year build and no-build noise levels will approach or exceed the Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC) of 67 dBA at five of the six 

NSAs. Since the No-Build Alternative would not involve additional highway improvements or 

increasing existing capacity, noise abatement was not considered. Feasibility and reasonableness of 

noise abatement was investigated for the build condition at NSAs 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6. Right-of-way 

constraints preclude the construction of earth berms as sound barriers. Therefore, sound barrier 

walls were evaluated. Sound barriers were considered not feasible or reasonable at each of the 

evaluated NSAs, based on SHA feasibility and reasonableness criteria, as defined in the SHA Sound 

Barrier Policy (May 11,1998). 

/3    I 
1 
I 
I 

Summary 
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Air Quality Impacts 

The air quality analysis indicates that carbon monoxide impacts would result in violations of the 

S/NAAQS 8-hour concentration (9.0 parts per million (ppm)) for the 2025 No-Build Alternative. 

Violations of the S/NAAQS 1-hour standard (35 ppm) also occur in the 2025 No-Build Alternative. 

A total of three 8-hour and two 1-hour violations occur at the MD 650/Powder Mill intersection for 

the No-Build Alternative in the 2025 analysis year. No CO concentrations exceeded the S/NAAQS 

for the 2007 or 2025 Build Alternative. 

7.  Conclusion 

The MD 650 study will examine service improvements to reduce congestion in the MD 650 study 

area. This transportation improvement will consider reducing congestion on MD 650 by providing 

additional accessibility to the proposed FDA facility; thereby alleviating traffic operation issues. 

Summary 
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I. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 

A. Project Location 

MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) is located in eastern Montgomery County near the 

Montgomery/Prince George's County Line, and is a primary facility for north-south travel through 

Montgomery County. The study area is located in White Oak, MD, just north of Washington D.C., 

and extends along MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29 (Columbia Pike). Mahan 

Road is located in the center of the study area, and provides the main access to the proposed FDA 

site (Figure S-l). Additional access will be provided via relocated Michelson Road. 

B. Project Description 

MD 650 and US 29 are each functionally classified as other principal arterial highways, and Powder 

Mill Road is functionally classified as a minor arterial highway. The study area is entirely within a 

designated Priority Funding Area (PFA) (Figure S-2). 

The purpose of this project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder 

Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The project will consider provisions for 

improving circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from the proposed FDA facility as well as 

providing adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to existing and planned activity centers, 

including commercial sites. The proposed FDA site is located at the former NSWC, owned by the 

General Services Administration (GSA), and is being developed for future FDA consolidation. The 

White Oak Public Golf Course is within GSA's property and is used and maintained by the 

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC). The proposed 

improvements are intended to accommodate the additional highway traffic and capacity needs 

associated with future anticipated development. 

Description Of The Proposed Action 
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II. PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROJECT 

A. Purpose of the Project 
The purpose of this project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at Powder 

Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of US 29. In order to accommodate the additional 

highway traffic and capacity needs associated with future anticipated development, this study 

assesses the environmental impacts of the proposed transportation improvements along MD 650. 

The project will consider provisions for improving circulation of traffic and pedestrians to and from 

the proposed FDA facility to accommodate future development associated with FDA's consolidation 

and the future employment of approximately 6,256 (2002 FDA Master Plan) persons at this 

location. This project will also consider adequate vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to 

existing and planned activity centers, including commercial sites. 

B. Need For the Project 
Transportation improvements along MD 650 are needed to accommodate additional highway traffic 

and capacity needs. The project was initiated based on roadway transportation needs identified in 

GSA's 1997 FEIS since FDA's consolidation will substantially contribute to the impact of traffic 

flow in this area. The following necessary improvements were identified to mitigate traffic impacts 

associated with the FDA consolidation (1997 FEIS, Pages 4-108 through 4-110): 

.   MD 650 at Michelson Road - These improvements include the addition of a turn lane along 

northbound MD 650 into the site. 

• MD 650 and Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive - These improvements include the addition of a 

channelized turn lane into the site; and extending the southbound turn lane on MD 650. 

• MD 650 at Lockwood Drive - These improvements include the widening of southbound 

MD 650 to accommodate the turning movements of turn lanes from the east leg of Powder 

Mill Road. 

• MD 650 at Lockwood Drive - These improvements involve reconfiguring the intersection to 

provide a turn lane on Lockwood Drive. 

Additional  traffic   analyses   /799S  Traffic Access  Plan  (General   Services  Administration); 

Transportation Improvement Feasibility Study  (BMI,   1999);  and Review of Transportation 

Improvements along New Hampshire Avenue (MD 650) (General Services Administration 2000)] 
|jll[|J.UJ,I.I.MJJ,lgW ,—""""—— 
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were undertaken by Montgomery County and GSA to determine needed transportation roadway 

improvements to accommodate not only the FDA proposed development, but also other future 

projected new development at other locations in the vicinity that would add traffic to the MD 650 

corridor. These studies concluded that selected intersections would operate at an unacceptable level 

of service (LOS) with the proposed FDA consolidation and other projected new development. LOS 

is explained in Section C of this chapter. 

SHA's proposed build alternative incorporates the necessary improvements identified in the 2000 

Review of Transportation Improvements Along MD 650, which are based on the traffic needs 

associated with FDA's proposed development as well as other projected new development that 

would contribute traffic along this corridor. An estimated 1800 PM peak hour trips are forecasted 

for the fully developed FDA consolidation, with 90 percent of those trips accessing the site from 

one of two entrances along MD 650. Refer to pages 2 through 6 of the March 28, 2000 Review of 

Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 report for additional information on trip generation 

and trip distribution for the FDA site development. Peak hour estimates of traffic accessing the 

FDA site represent approximately 15 percent of the future peak hour traffic and accounts for 

roughly one-third of the anticipated traffic growth. The purpose of this Environmental 

Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation is to document the environmental impacts associated with 

SHA's proposed improvements to MD 650. 

The MD 650 project was identified as part of the East-West Intersection Improvement Program in 

the 2002-2007 Maryland Department of Transportation's Consolidated Transportation Program 

(CTP) and on the Washington Metropolitan Council of Government's (WashCOG) 2001-2006 

Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). 

C. Traffic Data and Level of Service 

The principal roadways within the study area are Interstate 495 (1-495), MD 650 (New Hampshire 

Avenue), US 29, MD 212 (Powder Mill Road) and Lockwood Drive. 

The study area also consists of the following intersections: 

• MD 650 at Michelson Road 
• MD 650 at Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive 

I 
I 
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• MD 650 at Powder Mill Road 
• MD 650 at Lockwood Drive 
• US 29 at Lockwood Drive 

For further detail on these roadways and intersections, please refer to Section 3.4.2. (pages 3-89 

through 3-92) of the 1997 FEISfor the description of the roadways within the study area. 

All traffic signals in Montgomery County, including those in the MD 650 corridor, are 

interconnected and maintained by Montgomery County. There have not been any recent changes to 

signal timing or phasing in the corridor. 

Average daily traffic (ADT) volumes for existing conditions (2001) and no-build years 2007 and 

2025 are shown in Table II-l, and peak hour intersection turning movement volumes are shown in 

Figures II-l and 11-2. Traffic volume information was provided by SHA Travel Forecasting. The 

forecasts used in this project were based on previous forecasting efforts described in detail in the 

"Review of Transportation Improvements Along New Hampshire Avenue" (General Services 

Administration 2000). Peak hour estimates of traffic accessing the FDA site are approximately 1100 

during the AM peak hour and 1800 during the PM peak hour. This represents approximately 15 

percent of the future peak hour traffic and accounts for roughly one-third of the anticipated traffic 

growth in the study area of the MD 650 corridor. 

Table II-l 
Avera 

MD 650 @ US 29 
MD 650 @ Lockwood Drive 

Intersection 

MD 650 @ Michelson Road 
MD 650 @ Northwest Drive 
MD 650 @ McCeney Avenue 
MD 650 @ Schindler Road 
MD 650 @ Powder Mill Road 

Vehicles Per Day (vpd) 
2001 

(Existing) 

48,900 
53,250 
53,250 
53,650 
53,650 
53,400 
61,350 

2007 
(No-Build) 

54,050 
58,700 
58,700 
58,850 
58,850 
59,300 
67,150 

2025 
(No-Biiild) 

72,950 
78,750 
78,750 
77,600 
77,600 
81,050 
88,150 
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Critical lane methodology was used at signalized intersections to determine the number of conflicts 

at the intersection, known as the critical lane volume (CLV) and the ratio of that volume to the 

intersections capacity (v/c ratio). From this, the Level of Service (LOS) is determined. LOS is a 

measure of congestion experienced by drivers, and ranges from "A" (free flow with little or no 

congestion) to "F' (failure with stop-and-go conditions). LOS is normally computed for the peak 

periods of the typical day, with LOS "D" (approaching unstable flow) or better generally considered 

acceptable for highways in suburban areas. At LOS "E", volumes are near or at the capacity of the 

highway. LOS "F" represents conditions in which the capacity is exceeded resulting in operational 

breakdowns with stop-and-go traffic and extremely long delays at signalized intersections. A table 

summarizing the 2001, 2007 No-Build and 2025 No-Build critical lane analysis is included in Table 

11-2. 

Table 11-2 
Level of Service Analysis 

Location / Scenario 
AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

LOS           V/C CLV LOS V/C CLV 
MD 650 at Lockwood Road 

Existing F 1.11 1770 F 1.22 1954 
2007 No Build F 1.43 2289 F 1.33 2125 
2025 No Build F 2.12 3394 F 2.02 3232 

MD 650 at Schindler 1 Road / Mahan Road 
Existing E 0.94 1500 D 0.89 1423 
2007 No Build F 1.12 1790 F 1.40 2239 
2025 No Build F 1.61 2578 F 2.09 3341 

MD 650 at Powder MU1 Road 
Existing F 1.03 1654 F 1.04 1665 
2007 No Build F 1.37 2197 F 1.33 2122 
2025 No Build F 1.79 2863 F 1.93 3082 
Analysis based on SHA critical lane volume methodology and volume and lane information provided by SHA. 

D. Intermodal Connectivity 

The 1997 White Oak Master Plan states that congested LOS at key intersections within the White 

Oak Master Plan area is due to a restricted roadway network, limited level of transit service and use, 

and development occurring in the surrounding region. As a means of addressing this problem, the 

master plan considers the use of alternative modes of travel such as transit, carpools, walking and 

bicycling. 

Purpose and Need For The Project 
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The current study area is served by multiple surface transportation modes. A White Oak Transit 

Center Planning Study is underway (to be completed November 2002), based on concepts outlined in 

the 1997 White Oak Master Plan and the possibility of the Transit Center becoming a stand alone 

Capital Improvement Program (CIP) project. 

Forecasts of future trip patterns indicate that 80 percent of all trips with an origin in Montgomery 

County would be made to a Montgomery County destination. These intra-county trips would be 

from multiple origins to multiple destinations and will also be of a shorter length than a traditional 

trip to downtown Washington D.C. It is recommended that transit center hubs, where patrons can 

transfer from one local bus to another, are an important element in serving these new types of trips. 

The current concept for the Transit Center has 500 parking spaces and six bus bays. The White Oak 

Shopping Center has been identified in the 1997 White Oak Master Plan as the preferred study site 

for the center (please refer to Figure /V-2 in Chapter IV, Section C). This designation is based on 

the concept that transit centers should be based in commercial centers in order to create synergies 

between transit patrons and the businesses in the commercial center. The White Oak planning area 

is also a major crossroads for vehicular traffic from US 29 and MD 650 and for bus patrons, 

including Metrobus and Ride On users. In addition to the White Oak Shopping Center (please refer 

to Figure IV-2 in Chapter IV, Section C), other potential transit center sites considered include the 

FDA site at Michelson and New Hampshire Avenue and the Clark Site north of US 29. The MD 650 

study supports the possibility of a transit center at the White Oak Shopping Center to encourage use 

of public transportation by FDA employees. The proposed improvements for the MD 650 study are 

consistent with the proposed transit center mentioned in the 1997 White Oak Master Plan. 

According to the 1997 White Oak Master Plan, vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian access should be 

available for the area's existing planned transit stations. The proposed improvements for MD 650 

include new segments of an off-road bicycle path along the east side of the roadway. The new 

northbound curb lane of MD 650 will also be 16 feet wide to accommodate bicyclists. 

The 1997 White Oak Master Plan recommends the following to improve bicycle circulation: 

• Class n (a bike lane on a road designated by striped pavement or a barrier) bikeway at White 
Oak Shopping Center, from US 29 to Lockwood Drive 

• Class ID (on-street route shared by motor vehicles and bicycles designated by signing only) 
bikeway for MD 650, from the 1-495 to Randolph Road 

Purpose and Need For The Project 
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The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) recommended several 

elements to SHA for the proposed project in order to accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians. As 

part of the MD 650 study and consistent with the 1997 White Oak Master Plan, an extensive 

pedestrian network is being further expanded by the addition of new sidewalks. Any intersection 

improvements would need to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian access to the existing and 

proposed routes. Sidewalk alignment and width is being considered at the Lockwood Drive and 

Powder Mill Road intersections, where space is tight due to adjacent commercial land uses. 

Pedestrian facilities at non-intersection locations within the study area would be compatible with the 

Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). As part of the MD 650 project, handicap ramps on the 

north legs of the Chalmers Road, Cresthaven Drive and Ruppert Road 'X' intersections are 

incorporated into the design. Crosswalks are also part of the proposed MD 650 improvements. 

Crosswalks are proposed at sidewalk/trail on the east side of MD 650 at the service road at Schindler 

Drive and the Northwest Drive/Relocated Michelson Road intersection. If crossing is prohibited at 

MD 650 at McCeney Avenue, appropriate signs will be provided directing pedestrians to adjacent 

intersections. As part of the MD 650 intersection (signalized or not) safety improvements, the study 

will ensure a sufficient level of lighting to permit drivers to see pedestrians in the roadway. 

Other projects within or near the study area that support the bicycle/pedestrian network are identified 

in the Maryland Department of Transportation 2002-2007 Consolidated Transportation Program 

(CTP) which presents detailed listings and descriptions of capital projects that are proposed for 

construction, or for development and evaluation during the next six-year period. They include the 

following: 

MD 28 (Norbeck Road) / MD 198 (Spencerville Road) - Corridor study to consider 
capacity improvements in the MD 28 and MD 198 corridor in Montgomery and Prince 
George's counties (10.5 miles). Wide curb lanes will be included to accommodate bicycles, 
and sidewalks will be included where appropriate. Project planning is underway. 

I 
| 

I 
Class I (separate off-street path or trail) or Class HI bikeway between Powder Mill Road and 
Lockwood Drive 
MD 650 bikeway to connect to the Prince George's County system 
Class III bikeway at Lockwood Drive through the White Oak Commercial Center _ 
Class n bikeway from north of the US 29 interchange to Lockwood Drive and from Stewart I 
Lane to the White Oak Commercial Center 
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• East-West Link Improvements - Study to construct new east-west link improvements in 
Montgomery and Prince George's counties between 1-370 and US 1. Bicycle and pedestrian 
access will be provided where appropriate. Project planning is planned to begin for the East- 
West Link in the budget fiscal year. 

• East-West Intersection Improvement Program - Program to improve intersections in 
northern Montgomery County and western Prince George's counties. Bicycle and pedestrian 
access will be included as appropriate. Final engineering, right-of-way and construction are 
underway. 

According to the March 2002 Transportation Management Plan (TMP) for the FDA Consolidation, 

sidewalks will be constructed on site. GSA will construct sidewalks on site to provide pedestrian 

circulation between buildings to parking lots. 

The TMP also recommended facilities for individual bicyclists to store their bicycles. Bicycle racks 

or lockers were suggested to be conveniently located at the entrances of the buildings. If feasible, 

showers were also recommended, so individuals who choose to ride bicycles will be able to change 

and shower. 

E. Background 

/.  System Information 

Based on the Federal Functional Classification System, MD 650 and US 29 are each functionally 

classified as other principal arterial highways, and Powder Mill Road is functionally classified as a 

minor arterial highway. MD 650 and US 29 aire each classified as major highways by the Master 

Plan Roadway Designation. Both Lockwood Road (CO 109) and Powder Mill Road (CO 104) are 

county roadways, designated as arterials in the master plan. The master plan designates Schindler 

Drive, also within the project study area, as a primary residential road. 

2.   System Linkage and Regional Plan Consistency 

Transit owned by the Washington Area Metropolitan Transit Authority (WMATA) serves the White 

Oak Master Plan area by bus routes along its major highways including MD 650, US 29 and 

Randolph Road. These routes provide regional access via the Silver Spring, Wheaton, and Fort 

Totten Metro stations, and will link the White Oak Master Plan area to the future Glenmont Metro 

station. Currently, the bus network focuses on transporting people to Silver Spring who are 

employed in this area or transferring people to Metrorail service to Washington D.C. or to buses 

bound for Bethesda and other western Montgomery County work locations.  The importance of a 
Purpose and Need For The Project 



MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 
Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 

3/ 

transit link to Silver Spring will increase as the congestion on US 29 increases. In addition, there is 

an increasing amount of employment in other areas of the county that will drive the need for 

expanded cross-county transit service. 

One of the Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies listed in the 1997 White Oak 

Master Plan is the objective of managing transportation demand to achieve better system efficiency 

and reduce traffic generated by the new and existing development under certain conditions. To assist 

in meeting this objective, the 1997 White Oak Master Plan recommended that a TDM Program be 

developed to include the monitoring of ridesharing and traffic conditions at the key intersections or 

interchanges in the US 29 area. Recommended goals of the TDM Program include: 

Coordinate with the Silver Spring Central Business District Program 
Develop alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles during construction of segments of US 29 
Promote the use of transit and ridesharing among employees and residents in the US 29 area 
Coordinate park and ride lots and bus service 
Monitor all trip mitigation programs on a periodic basis to evaluate effectiveness 

The FDA also defines transportation management strategies in the March 2002 TMP for the FDA 

Consolidation. The TMP identified a goal of developing a program to increase the Average Vehicle 

Occupancy (AVO) to 1.5 persons per vehicle. To achieve this goal, the plan discusses strategies 

that will increase transit usage and carpooling, including the following: 

•   Increase participation in a carpool or vanpool to 23 percent of the employees. 
Increase transit usage to 18 percent of the employees. 
Reduce the number of vehicles by two percent through the implementation of workplace 
programs, which will reduce the need for driving alone. These will include alternative work 
hours and telecommuting and shuttle bus services as well as bicycling and walking. 

3.  Master Plan Consistency and County Support 

SHA's MD 650 Improvement Study is entirely within the Montgomery County-Certified Priority 

Funding Area (PFA) (refer to Chapter ELF for a detailed discussion of SHA's iniprovement 

alternatives and Figure S-2 that depicts the PFA in relation to the study area). The proposed 

transportation improvements are consistent with the 1997 White Oak Master Plan recommendations 

for roadway and intersection improvements for MD 650.  The goals of the MD 650 Improvement 

Purpose and Need For The Project 11-10 
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Study are consistent with the goals of the 1997 White Oak Master Plan's support for the FDA 

facility: 

1) make all necessary improvements to facilitate the in-flow and out-flow of the approximately 
4,000 cars expected to be used by FDA employees; 

2) minimize congestion on MD 650 during peak traffic hours; 
3) and preclude the use of Lockwood Drive, Schindler Drive and Northwest Drive as commuter 

thoroughfares for FDA employees. 

Several future transportation improvements have been recommended by M-NCPPC within the 

project area, and are included in the 1997 White Oak Master Plan. Transportation improvements 

anticipated in this plan included: 

• US 29 - Improvements to US 29 should provide six general purpose lanes plus acceleration and 
deceleration lanes, with four lanes crossing the Patuxent River to the Howard County line. US 
29/MD 216 is one of three new interchanges currently being built in partnership with Howard 
County. The US 29/MD 216 interchange is the first of ten interchanges in Howard and 
Montgomery counties to be constructed and completed along US 29 in an effort to improve 
mobility along the congested north-south corridor. SHA opened an interchange at MD 175 
(Little Patuxent Parkway) and the Snowden River Parkway. Construction is underway on the 
US 29/Hopkins/Gorman Road interchange and is scheduled to be complete in Fall 2002. Also 
by Fall 2002, SHA will break ground on two US 29 interchanges in Montgomery County 
including the US 29/MD 198 and US 29/Randolph Road interchanges. US 29 interchanges in 
Montgomery County at Stuart Lane, Industrial Parkway/Tech Road, Musgrove/Fairland, 
Greencastle Road and Blackburn Road are currently in the design phase. 

• MD 650 - Study the potential to widen New Hampshire Avenue from four lanes to six lanes at 
the US 29 interchange. 

• Lockwood Drive - Reaffirm classification of Lockwood Drive between US 29 and a point 400 
feet west of New Hampshire Avenue as an arterial road with a two-lane closed section cross- 
section. This master plan recommendation was reaffirmed, and Lockwood Drive's functional 
classification remains an arterial road (Personal Interview, April 2002). 

Construction is funded for 700 feet of missing sidewalk links on the east side of Lockwood 
Drive from US 29 to New Hampshire Avenue, as part of a project providing continuity of 
pedestrian facilities between University Boulevard and Prelude Drive. The scope also includes 
construction of 3,300 feet of sidewalk on the west side of US 29 where feasible. The project 
includes the construction of retaining walls to reduce the impacts to properties adjacent to the 
public right-of-way. This project was completed in Fall 2001 (Personal Interview, April 2002). 

• Powder Mill Road - From New Hampshire Avenue to the Prince George's County line, 
sidewalk and bikeway improvements are recommended. None of the recommended 
improvements have been funded at this time (Personal Interview, April 2002). 

Purpose and Need For The Project 
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The MD 650 Study considers adding double left turn lanes from MD 650 onto US 29 to alleviate 

congestion. It also considers widening Lockwood Drive to allow for double left turn lanes. The 

areas of proposed improvements are consistent with those areas mentioned for improvement in the 

1997 White Oak Master Plan. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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IH.    ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

A. Project Background/History 

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) proposed MD 650 and associated 

improvements were initiated based on roadway transportation needs identified in GSA's 1997 FEIS 

since FDA's consolidation will substantially contribute to the impact of traffic flow in this area. 

Prior to the development of the 1997 FEIS, the MD 650 roadway improvements (from 1-495 to the 

Inter-County Connector) were identified in the 7997 White Oak Master Plan. The 7997 White Oak 

Master Plan recommended widening to a six lane divided highway between Randolph Road and the 

(then) proposed Inter-County Connector (ICC). Additionally, sidewalk improvements were 

recommended along MD 650 from 1-495 to the (then) proposed ICC. 

The purpose of the 7997 FEIS was to provide new consolidated, state-of-the art facilities for the 

FDA on one location in Montgomery County, Maryland. The 7997 FEIS included a no-action 

alternative. For a brief description of the April 1997 study, please refer to the 1997 FEIS Summary, 

Pages S-l through 5-7. Various sections of the 1997 FEIS will be referenced throughout this 

document. The study area consisted solely of the former NSWC property, located at White Oak. 

The main entrance is located at 10901 New Hampshire Avenue, approximately 1.15 miles north of 

1-495 and 0.75 mile south of US 29. 

The MD 650 study area extends linearly along existing MD 650, from Powder Mill Road to North 

of US 29. The purpose of this Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation is to 

document the environmental impacts associated with SHA's proposed improvements to MD 650. 

In July 1997, the GSA proposed to consolidate the FDA at the former site of the NSWC located at 

White Oak, in Montgomery and Prince George's Counties, Maryland (Record of Decision, July 

1997). A 'Transportation Improvement Feasibility Study" (BMI, 1999) was prepared for 

Montgomery County to determine the need for transportation improvements to accommodate for 

the FDA consolidation as well as other projected new development that would contribute traffic 

along this corridor. The objective of the 7999 BMI Report was to determine what improvements 

were needed on the MD 650 corridor between 1-495 and US 29.   It was determined that the 

Alternatives Considered 
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following interchanges/intersections would require improvements to accommodate the estimated 

future traffic, even if there were no improvements to the FDA site ("baseline" scenario): 

• US 29 and MD 650 
• Lockwood Drive and MD 650 
• Powder Mill Road and MD 650 

Additional improvements would be needed at the following intersections for the "FDA 

development" scenario (approximately 2.3 million square feet of office, lab and support facilities 

\2002 FDA Master Plan]): 

• Lockwood Drive and MD 650 
• Michelson Road and MD 650 
• Schindler Drive/Mahan Road and MD 650 

Finally, additional improvements would be needed at the following locations under the "FDA Plus" 

scenario (which includes 860,000 square foot office park): 

• MD 650 northbound lanes 
• Lockwood Drive and MD 650 
• Schindler Drive/Mahan Road 

Please refer to the 1999 BMI Report, Table 2. Recommended Improvement Summary, on Page viii, 

for improvement descriptions and locations for each of the three scenarios. 

In March 2000, a report was prepared entitled, "Review of Transportation Improvements Along 

New Hampshire Avenue (MD 650)" (General Services Administration 2000). The 2000 Review of 

Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 Report selected the "FDA Plus" scenario for further 

evaluation and review based on proposed access changes. Please refer to the 2000 Review of 

Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 Report, Table 2 - Proposed Modifications to New 

Hampshire (MD 650) Lane Configurations Recommended in the BMI Report (March 1999), for 

proposed modifications to the 1999 BMI Report regarding lane configurations. This report 

concluded that the "FDA Plus" scenario, as described in the 1999 BMI Report, was appropriate with 

the exception of minor lane changes recommended on each approach of Lockwood Drive and a 

second left turn lane recommended on the Michelson Road approach (General Services 

Administration 2000). Finally, additional improvements would be needed at the following locations 

under the "FDA Plus" scenario (which includes approximately 2.3 million square feet of office, lab 

Alternatives Considered 
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and support facilities under the "FDA development" scenario and an additional 860,000 square foot 

office park). The preliminary concept will be further discussed in Section C, Preliminary 

Alternatives Developed, of this document. 

B. Development of LABQUEST Community Partnership 

Since February 2000, SHA has actively participated in the LABQUEST Community Partnership 

(LABQUEST), comprised of representatives from local communities, advisory boards, civic 

associations, FDA, GSA, Montgomery and Prince Georges' Counties and M-NCPPC. LABQUEST 

has been assisting in the future development of the Federal Research Center for the FDA by GSA, 

including improvements to the White Oak Public Golf Course and transportation improvements 

affecting the surrounding communities. Comments and suggestions received from LABQUEST 

have been evaluated and incorporated into preliminary concepts where possible. Verbal comments 

received from LABQUEST members (from February 2000 to June 2001) can be found in the Public 

Involvement Section, in Chapter VII. Thus far, members have provided valuable insights into the 

proposed transportation improvements, including access to and from the FDA facility, 

transportation-related problems during peak traffic hours, signage, pedestrian/bicycle/handicapped 

requirements, environmental concerns, impacts to the business community, and use of transit. In 

conjunction with LABQUEST, a Landscaping Focus Group was formed to discuss landscaping 

issues within the MD 650 corridor. For further detail on the Landscaping Focus Group, please refer 

to Chapter VI, Section F of this document. 

C. Preliminary Alternatives Developed 

Comments and suggestions received from LABQUEST have been evaluated and incorporated into 

the conceptual transportation alternatives where possible (Figure II1-1). A brief description of the 

No-Build and the preliminary alternative is summarized below. 

i.  Alternative 1 (No-Build) 

The No-Build Alternative would not provide any significant improvements to MD 650. Minor 

improvements would occur as part of normal maintenance and safety operations. These 

improvements would not measurably affect roadway capacity or reduce the accident rate. 

Alternatives Considered 
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2.  Preliminary Alternative 

Refer to the 1999 BMI Report for details of this preliminary concept (Figure III-l).    The 

preliminary concept considered intersection improvements at the following locations in the MD 650 

corridor: 

Powder Mill Road/MD 650 Intersection 
Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive/MD 650 Intersection 

• Relocated Michelson Road/Northwest Drive/MD 650 Intersection 
• Lockwood Drive/MD 650 Intersection 
• Ramp to Southbound US 29/MD 650 Intersection 

Because these intersection improvements involved closely spaced intersections, traffic operations 

between Chalmers Road and the MD 650/US 29 interchange were best addressed by the addition of 

a northbound lane through that part of the corridor. 

The 2000 Review of Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 recommended minor changes to 

the improvements proposed in the 1999 BMI Report at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection. 

None of the improvements recommended in the 2000 Review of Transportation Improvements 

Along MD 650 were carried into final design due to community opposition. Local citizens 

expressed concern that these recommended improvements would encourage through traffic to use 

local residential streets as alternates routes. Improvements recommended in the 1999 BMI Report 

were used except for the westbound Lockwood Drive approach, which was revised based on 

community input and updated traffic calculations. Two left turn lanes, one through lane and one 

right turn lane were carried into final design for the westbound Lockwood Drive approach to MD 

650. 

The 2000 Review of Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 also recommended minor 

changes to the westbound approach at the MD 650/Relocated Michelson Road/Northwest Drive 

intersection. The improvements to this approach carried into final design included modification 

from one left turn lane and one right turn lane (BMI, 1999) to two left turn lanes and one right turn 

lane (General Services Administration, 2000). 

The 2000 Review of Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 recommended re-striping the 

eastbound Schindler Drive approach at the MD 650/Mahan Road/Schindler Drive intersection to 
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provide one left turn lane and one left-through-right lane. This reconunendation was not carried 

forward into final design due to community opposition regarding the concern that through traffic 

would be encouraged to use local residential streets as alternate routes. The existing, one left- 

through-right lane presented in the 1999 BMI Report was taken into final design. 

In summary, the preliminary alternative stems from those recommendations presented in the 1999 

BMI Report, with the exceptions previously noted. Table 1H-1 summarizes the differences in lane 

configurations recommended in the 1999 BMI Report and the 2000 Review of Transportation 

Improvements Along MD 650, and shows which of these improvements were carried forward into 

SHA's final design. 

Table III-l 
Differences in Lane Configurations Recommended 

Intersection 1999 BMI Report (BMI) 2000 Gorove/Slade Report (G/S) 

i4frr 

Alternative 2 

HH 
West Leg: EB Approach *ntfr 
East Leg: WB Approach *nlr n W iilr 
^•^••K^BSBHIIHH 
East Leg: WB Approach i    r ii   r 

WBHB^H^WWH^H^MBW^swRfw^'reT'F-W^i HH 
West Leg: EB Approach •*—• 

(existing) (restrfplng only) 

D. Public Meeting 

Two public meetings were held to obtain community input on the MD 650 project. \The initial 

meeting was held on April 5, 2000 at the Child Center/Hillandale Center/Inwood House (CHI) 

Center, a center that supports people with disabilities. The purpose of this meeting was to review 

the traffic reports completed for the project, discuss the proposed improvements contained in these 
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reports and review the project schedule. On September 10, 2001, a second public meeting was held 

at the CHI Center to discuss SHA's MD 650 transportation improvement alternatives being studied 

to accommodate future traffic associated with the FDA Consolidation. SHA and M-NCPPC staff 

notified attendees that the M-NCPPC would review the design proposals at its meeting on 

Thursday, October 25, 2001. The public was given the opportunity to direct comments on the 

project to the Montgomery County Planning Board. Several general comments were voiced from 

local residents at the meeting. Topics discussed included design-related issues and traffic 

operations on existing roads, such as speeding and circulation patterns. These verbal comments and 

concerns, along with three written comments received following the public meeting, can be found in 

Chapter VII, Public Involvement Correspondence. 

E. Alternatives Being Studied 

1. Alternative 1 - No-Build 

This alternative is being studied as a base case scenario to compare with build options. Refer to 

Figure IH-2 for 2007 No-Build traffic volumes and level of service. Alternative 1 would not 

provide any significant improvements to MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to north of US 29. Any 

improvements would occur as part of normal maintenance and safety operations and would not 

measurably affect roadway capacity or address accident potential. 

2. Alternative 2 - Build Alternative 

Alternative 2 involves outside widening of MD 650 to provide an additional northbound through 

lane from Crest Haven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29. (Figure 111-3). The typical section 

for Alternative 2 is shown in Figure IH-4. Figures HIS and III-6 illustrate peak hour volumes, 

average daily traffic and level of service information for Alternative 2. Alternative 2 also considers 

intersection improvements at the following locations: 

• MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection 
• MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection 
• Relocated Michelson Road 
• MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 
• US 29/MD 650 Interchange 
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MD 650/Powder Mill Road Intersection 

At the MD 650/Powder Mill Road intersection, the northbound left turn lane will be lengthened 175 

feet by reducing the median width in this area. The east leg of the intersection will be widened to 

the south of Powder Mill Road and the westbound lanes configured to provide two left turn lanes, 

one shared left-through lane and one exclusive right turn lane. A raised median will be added 

between the westbound lanes and the two eastbound lanes to provide a pedestrian refuge area. 

MD 650/Mahan Drive Intersection 

In addition to the northbound through lane added to MD 650, a northbound right turn lane will be 

added at the MD 650/Mahan Drive intersection. A double left turn lane from southbound MD 650 

to Mahan Drive will also be added. Mahan Drive will be widened to provide three eastbound lanes 

and four westbound lanes, configured as two left turn lanes, one shared left- through lane and one 

exclusive right turn lane. A grass median will be provided on Mahan Road for pedestrian refuge. 

MD 650/ReIocated Michelson Road 

Under Alternative 2, Michelson Road will be relocated to a location across from Northwest Drive, 

approximately 550 feet south of its current intersection location. Two left turn lanes will be added 

to MD 650 to accommodate southbound left turns to Relocated Michelson Road. Relocated 

Michelson Road will consist of two eastbound lanes and three westbound lanes (two left turn lanes 

and one right turn lane) with a grass median for pedestrian refuge. 

MD 650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 

Alternative 2 involves improvements to all approaches at the Lockwood Drive/MD 650 

intersection: 

• On the west leg, the eastbound approach will be widened and the lanes configured to 
provide one left turn lane, one shared left-through lane, one through lane and two right tum 
lanes. 

• On the east leg, the westbound Lockwood Drive approach will be widened and the lanes 
configured to provide two left tum lanes, one through lane and one right tum lane. 

• With the addition of the northbound turning lane previously discussed, the south leg, 
northbound MD 650 approach will be configured as a single left tum lane, four through 
lanes, and an exclusive right tum lane. 
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On the north leg, the southbound MD 650 left turn lane will be extended to provide a total 
storage length of 400 feet, and an exclusive right turn lane will be added. Approximately 
400 feet north of Lockwood Drive, an exclusive left turn lane will be provided in the 
existing median of southbound MD 650 to provide access to the White Oak Shopping 
Center. 

US 29/MD 650 Interchange 

At the US 29/MD 650 interchange, the ramp from southbound US 29 to southbound MD 650 will 

be reconstructed to provide additional weaving distance to the ramp from southbound MD 650 to 

northbound US 29. Under Alternative 2, two left turn lanes will be installed for access from 

northbound MD 650 to southbound US 29. The ramp from MD 650 to southbound US 29 will be 

widened to two lanes at the entrance to accommodate both turn lanes. Of the four northbound lanes 

continuing north from the Lockwood Drive intersection, the outside lane will become a lane-drop at 

the northbound US 29 ramp. A new acceleration lane will be installed at the ramp from northbound 

US 29 to northbound MD 650. 
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IV.    DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 

A. Social Environment 

The study area is represented within census tracts and planning areas. The MD 650 study area is 

located within Planning Area 33 as defined by M-NCPPC (Figure IV-1), and within Census Tracts 

701504 and 701505 as defined by the 2000 US Census (Figure IV-1). The state and county codes 

for this census tract are 24 and 031, respectively. 

Information that was not available from the 2000 US Census was taken from the Applied 

Geographic Solutions (AGS) database to identify estimated 1999 demographic statistics for Census 

Tracts 701504 and 701505. Data sources reflected in AGS's data includes: 

• The Census Bureau 
• Bureau of Labor Statistics 
• Medicare 
• IRS 
• Experian's INSOURCE Database 

The following census data was selected from county and state data, planning area data and census 

tracts (Table IV-1). As previously mentioned, this data will allow for comparison from the state to 

the county to the census tract level. The census tract was selected to provide the most 

comprehensive and representative census data for the project study area. 

1. Population and Housing 

According to the 2000 Census, Maryland represents less than two percent of the national 

population. Montgomery County represents 16.5 percent of Maryland's total population, and 

remains the most populous jurisdiction in Maryland (Census 2000). The County's projected 

population is expected to reach 1 million by the year 2020 (Census 2000). Table IV-1 provides 

information on population and housing, median household income and racial and ethnic make-up. 

Disabilities within Montgomery County - Based on the County population, 11 percent reported a 

disability. Seven percent of the reported disabilities were between the ages of 5 and 20; nine 

percent ranged from ages 21 to 64 and 34 percent were age 65 or older. 

Description of Existing Environment 
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Table IV-1 
Population and Housing Characteristics 

MMaryland*^ ^Montgomery 
'^jCounw^^ 

,   2(2000>t.^ 

5,296,486 

^ Afncan^Amencafr 

Distnbjition?'? ^wrf 
\sian/PacmCy ~«^&i 

oth^hfiihk^ 
HispanicTOngui 

imsingmThm^ rfr i%n 

MediamHouseKoia Income "l&K,^ 
*f 

27.90% 

0% 

4.00% 

4.10% 

4.30% 
2,145,283 

' u lt$ *MJNJGPP<2 
^Planning. 

873,341 

15.10% 

11.30% 

8.70% 
11.50% 

$53,000 

334,632 

$70,794 

33,610 

27.20% 

N/A 

9.50% 

2.40% 
8.20% 
12,145 

$60,545 

^7015.04 , 

9,412 

26.69% 

46.38% 

0.40% 

11.20% 

10.38% 

18.94% 
3,838 

$72,487* 

^Gensusf' 

;.]pM K^i^ 

6,483 

N/A 

47% 753% 

44.73% 

37.58% 

0.34% 

9.81% 

3.92% 

9.33% 
2,604 

$90,388!, 

15,895 

N/A 

47% 753% 

*Source: AGS1999 Data 
**According to 2000 Census data, Hispanic includes "of any other race"; therefore, total percentages of 

minorities may exceed 100 percent. 

34.05% 

42.79% 

0.40% 

10.62% 

7.74% 
14.13% 
6,442 

$81,438* 

2.   Communities within the Study Area 

There are a number of communities that exist within the project study area (please refer to Figure 

IV-2 in Section C of this chapter). Housing types within these communities include apartments, 

townhomes, and single-family homes. 

Apartment complexes within the study area include The Birkshire Towers Apartment Complex (The 

Pointe Community), consisting of 1119 units, and The White Oak Park Apartments, consisting of 

111 units, and Holly Hall, a rental facility for the elderly. The April/Stuart Lane Community is 

partially located within the study area and includes the aforementioned White Oak Park Apartments. 

The April/Stuart Lane Community, as a whole, consists of approximately 3600 apartment units, 

located behind the White Oak Shopping Center on both sides of Lockwood Drive (please refer to 

Figure IV-2 in Section C of this chapter). 
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The following single family communities are also within the study area (please refer to Figure IV-2 

and Section C of this chapter): 

The Burnt Mills Community 
The Burnt Mills Hills Community 
The Dumont Oaks Community 
The Hillandale Community 
The Montgomery White Oak 
Community 
The North White Oak Community 

The Point Community 
The Quaint Acres Community 
The Sherbrooke Community 
Springbrooke Manor 
Sunrise Community 
The White Oak Park Community 

3.   Environmental Justice Inventory 

Executive Order (EO) 12898 "Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority and 

Low-Income Populations" was signed on February 11, 1994. The EO requires the assessment of 

disproportionately high adverse human health and environmental impacts on minority and low- 

income populations resulting from proposed federal actions. The EO reaffirms the provisions of 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes, emphasizing the incorporation of those 

provisions with existing planning and environmental processes. Title VI requires federal agencies 

to ensure that their programs, policies and activities do not have the effect of excluding populations 

from the benefits of the project, or subjecting persons and populations to discrimination based on 

race, color, or national origin. EO 12898 adds low-income to the list of populations, which should 

be investigated to ensure that they are not excluded from the benefits of the project, or subjected to 

discrimination caused by federal programs policies and activities. 

To comply with EO 12898, the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) published on 

June 29, 1995, an environmental justice strategy in the Federal Register (60 CFR 33986). A 

component of the strategy is the establishment of a USDOT Order, which was published, in 

proposed form for comment (60 CFR 33899). The proposed strategy states that the USDOT and its 

operating administrations will integrate the implementation of the EO into the existing guidelines 

for NEPA, Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and other statutes concerning planning, public 

participation, social and economic factors and health issues. The USDOT strategy promotes the 

public participation process by echoing the policies expressed in the Intermodal Surface 

Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) and stresses the timely and meaningful participation 

of low-income and minority communities in transportation decisions affecting them. Participation 
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by these groups in the planning process includes access to general information and input in 

determining research and data collection needs, project design and mitigation. Environmental 

justice public participation includes outreach to affected communities. 

In compliance with federal guidelines on environmental justice, SHA inventoried any readily 

identifiable group of low-income or minority persons that live within geographic proximity to the 

project alternative. Identification of low-income and minority populations was based on existing 

census demographics, field research, correspondence with local planning officials and 

correspondence with social service organizations. 

Low-Income Population - Low-income is identified as a person whose median household income is 

at or below the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) poverty guidelines. The 

poverty guidelines issued by the DHHS are abstracted from the original poverty thresholds updated 

each year by the United States Census Bureau. Examination of census tract data shows that the 

average household income for the study area is higher than the DHHS poverty guidelines for the 

year 1999 (AGS - Census Tract Summary, 1999). The median household income for the study 

area is $81,438. This is in comparison to Montgomery County's median household income of 

$70,794 (2000 Census). 

Holly Hall, a rental apartment facility for the elderly, is located near the Hillandale community and 

is operated by the Housing Opportunities Commission. This facility was identified as a low- 

income, elderly population at the September 2001 Public Meeting (see Chapter VII, Public 

Involvement Correspondence) and is discussed in the 1997 White Oak Master Plan. M-NCPPC 

verified that this facility should be considered a low-income community compared to the rest of 

Montgomery County (see Record of Conversation, Appendix D). Holly Hall is within the study 

area, but well outside the proposed alternative's right-of-way. SHA will outreach to this 

community by requesting residents of the community to attend the Fall 2002 Public Informational 

Workshop. SHA will contact Holly Hall representatives prior to the Fall 2002 Workshop so that 

residents are notified in advance and encouraged to attend. 
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Additional research through field investigation identified no further low-income and/or minority 

communities within the study area. No response has been received to date from local service 

organizations, but coordination will continue in attempt to identify other low income and/or 

minority neighborhoods/communities. 

Minority Population- The racial and ethnic makeup of the study area reveals the presence of a 

minority population. The minority population of the census tract shows a disproportionately higher 

percentage (43 percent African-American and 14 percent Hispanic) of minority persons found 

within the census tracts in comparison to surrounding areas within the county. Minority persons 

were identified as Black (African American origin), Hispanic, Asian American, American Indian 

and Alaskan Native. Areas of known minority populations are well outside the proposed 

alternative's right-of-way. 

Table IV-1 identifies the racial and ethnic make-up of the study area census tract population. 

Approximately 77 percent of the study area populations are a race other than white. This is in 

comparison to 47 percent of the county population being a race other than white. Persons of the 

African-American race make up 43 percent of the study area compared to 15 percent of the 

population countywide, which is almost three times that of Montgomery County. The Hispanic 

ethnic origin also constitutes 14 percent of the study area population, in comparison to the 12 

percent of the total County population. 

The local M-NCPPC planner for the White Oak Planning Area was contacted regarding the 

identification of potential environmental justice communities (see Record of Conversation, 

Appendix D). The M-NCPPC identified a minority and low-income community in White Oak 

behind the White O.nk Shopping Center on both sides of Lockwood Drive, which includes the White 

Oak Apartments located within the study area. This community, as a whole, is referred to by 

Montgomery County as the April/Stuart Lane Community, and is occasionally called the Garden 

Apartments. These apartments consist of several three-story buildings, and have both an African- 

American and Hispanic population, with the majority of the population being Hispanic. As the 

April/Stuart Lane Community includes the White Oak Apartments, this community is partially 

within the study area, but well outside the proposed alternative's right-of-way (please refer to 

Description of Existing Environment 

I 
I 
I 



57 
MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 
Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation •SS" 

Figure IV-2 in Section C of this chapter). SHA will outreach to this community by requesting 

residents of the community to attend the Fall 2002 Public Informational Workshop. 

SHA will continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC and other community representatives regarding 

minority populations within the study area. The SHA has encouraged public participation and 

outreach for the MD 650 study through LABQUEST meetings. Please refer to Chapter HI, Section 

C of this document for information on public participation. 

4.   Community Facilities and Services 

Please refer to Section 3.2.7.1 (pg. 3-65) of the April 1997 Final Environmental Impact Statement 

(FEIS) (General Services Administration) for community facilities and services that exist within the 

study area and within the surrounding area including: parks, recreation, community facilities, and 

open space, schools and emergency services. (Please refer to Figure IV-2 in Section C of this 

chapter for locations of these facilities.) 

a. Libraries 

There are no libraries located in the study area. The White Oak Library is located just outside of the 

study area, along MD 650. Other libraries in the surrounding area include the Long Branch Library 

on Walden Road, Wheaton Library on Georgia Avenue, and Silver Spring Library on Colesville 

Road. The town of Kensington also has a special-purpose children's library, known as Noyes 

Children's Library. 

b. Religious Institutions 

There are three (3) religious institutions located in our study area, including Kingdom Hall of 

Jehovah's Witnesses, the Unitarian Universalist of Silver Spring, and Our Savior Episcopal 

Church. St. Stephen Lutheran Church is just outside the study area to the north, along MD 650, and 

Shaare Tefila Congregation is located just outside the study area, on Lockwood Drive. 

c. General Services and Facilities 

In addition to the above mentioned services and facilities, there are a few remaining community 

facilities just outside the study area. Two postal facilities are located near the study area, including 
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The Woodmoor Post Office, on University Boulevard West, and the Colesville Post Office, located 

on MD 650. Metrorail, MARC, and Park and Ride services are located in the immediate 

surrounding area. A Metrobus Station is located at the comer of New Hampshire Avenue and 

Lockwood Drive. This line services areas and interconnecting Metrobus lines between Olney and 

the Metrorail Station in Silver Spring. 

5.   Visual Quality 

The general aesthetic along MD 650 within the study area varies greatly with residential, 

commercial, office and recreational uses lining the highway. At the north end of the study area, 

there are several large commercial and office park developments that consist of buildings and paved 

parking lots. However, several large landscape areas are evident, which include planted buffers of 

shade, flowering, and evergreen trees along with shrubs and perennial beds. The office park 

developments in particular are screened from the highway. Several of the commercial areas include 

service stations with minimal landscaping. Residential and commercial identification signs within 

planted beds of shrubs and perennials are located along MD 650 between the roadway and 

businesses. Four-foot wide sidewalks are located along either side of the highway, behind a grassed 

median that occasionally contains shrubs and perennials. Overhead lines also run along MD 650 

throughout the study area. 

South of the commercial and office park developments on MD 650 are residences and the White 

Oak Golf Course. Medians between the northbound and southbound lanes and between MD 650 

and a service road in the residential development contain a few trees and mowed turf. The property 

lines between the service road and MD 650 have been allowed to naturalize, resulting in a minimal 

buffer of pioneer tree and shrub species along fences. However, this buffer provides more of a 

screen in the spring and summer months since most of the plant material appears to be deciduous. 

A chain-link fence is located between MD 650 and the golf course, with little if any plant material 

along it. The golf course, including many large deciduous trees, is in full view along the highway. 

A volunteer fire department, office building and a park with athletic fields are located south of the 

golf course. These areas are primarily open to view from MD 650 and contain little, if any, 

landscape treatment. More residential development is located south of the athletic fields. Although 

these residences are visible from MD 650, they do not front onto the highway. Therefore, the rear 
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yards are visible from the highway in several cases. Some property lines are marked with fences, 

trees and shrubs. It appears that many of the trees and shrub species have been allowed to 

regenerate naturally, rather than being purposely installed as formal landscape screening. For 

further detail on aesthetics and visual resources within the White Oak site, please refer to Section 

3.2.8 of the April 1997 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) (General Services 

Administration). 

B. Economic Environment 

/.   Countywide Employment Characteristics 

Please refer to Table IV-2 for employment characteristics for Montgomery County and the study 

area census tracts. 

2.   Study Area Employment Characteristics 

a.   General Statistics and Designations 

Census tracts 701504 and 701505 will be representative of the designated study area (Figure IV-1). 

Please refer to Table IV-2 for the study area employment characteristics, Table IV-3 for study area 

commuting statistics, and Table IV-4 for a summary of educational statistics. 

Table IV-2 
Employment Characteristics 

.<P>aragJtensjtjiJili^^ ,;Censtisirracfsa 
Total Population 
Per Capita Income 

873,341* 
$43,713* 

15,895* 
$32,210** 

% Population Employed 

Primary Industries 
Employing Residents 

59%= 
Services (53%)* 
Public Administration (11%)* 
Retail Trade (8%)* 
Transportation, Warehousing, Information and 
Communications (8%) 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate and Leasing (8%) 

59%* 
Other Services (16%)** 
Public Administration 
(13%)** 
Retail Trade (13%)** 
Health Services (10%)** 

Primary Occupations of 
Residents 

Management/Professional Specialty (56%)* 
Sales and Office Occupations (23%)* 
Service Occupations (11%)* 

Management/Professional 
Specialty (24%)** 
Clerical (20%)** 
Executive (19%)**  

*   2000 Census Data, 
** ACS 1999 Data 
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ISS* 

Table IV-3 
Commute Information 
ISfflf^omSagl^fF^IBPP smmmmm 
Drive to Work 60% 62% 
Use Public Transportation 14% 14% 
Carpool 10% 16% 
Work at Home 5% 3%             J 
BJillBfiitiiiBiHWR^S^S^ ̂ ^^^^^Um^X^P^Tu)^ W^K^SSSStKM 
45 to 59 minutes 17% 
30 to 34 minutes 16% 
20 to 24 minutes 15% 
15 to 19 minutes 10% 

Table IV-4 
Education 

Less than ninth grade 2% (345 of persons) 
Some high school 3% (485 of persons) 
Graduated high school 15% (2340 of persons) 
Some college 13% (2043 of persons) 
Associate's degree 4% (671 of persons) 
Bachelor's degree 19% (3039 of persons) 
Graduate/Professional Degree 15% (2306 of persons) 

b. Commercial and Industrial Facilities 

Figure IV-2 of section C of this Chapter displays the commercial and industrial facilities within and 

surrounding the study area. Please refer to Appendix A for a business inventory listing each 

individual tenant within the commercial property structures. Shopping centers located within the 

study area include White Oak Shopping Center, White Oak Hillandale Center, White Oak 

Professional Park, White Oak Center, Hillandale Shopping Mall and Hillandale Strip Mall. The 

Silver Spring Industrial Center is the only industrial facility within the study area, located in the 

northeastern portion of the study area, along US 29. 

c.   Active Farmlands 

There are no active farmlands in the study area. 

3.   Transportation Characteristics 

There are many existing public transportation facilities within the vicinity of the study area 

including the Metrorail and MARC stations, which service both Montgomery and Prince George's 

County.   Public transportation within the study area includes the Metrobus and Ride On routes. 
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Please refer to Section 3.4.2 (pg. 3-105 through 3-114) of the April 1997 Final Environmental 

Impact Statement (FEIS) (General Services Administration) for further information on public 

transportation within and surrounding the study area. 

C. Land Use 

1. Existing Land Use 

The study area consists predominately of mixed residential and institutional land uses (Figure IV- 

2). The Milestone Drive Properties, which was previously listed as vacant in the 1997 White Oak 

Master Plan has since been developed into a mixed residential community. The majority of the 

commercial land use is located adjacent to Lockwood Drive and Powder Mill Road. There are 

minor amounts of land use consisting of parkland/open space and industrial located within the study 

area. Please refer to Section 3.2.1 (pg. 3-43 through 3-48) of the April 1997 Final Environmental 

Impact Statement (FEIS) (General Services Administration) for further information on existing land 

use within and surrounding the study area. 

2. Future Land Use 

According to the 1997 White Oak Master Plan and supplemented by a field inventory, future (2020) 

land use is similar to existing land use, with the exception of the proposed build alternative and the 

proposed White Oak Transit Center to be located in the White Oak Shopping Center (Figure IV'2). 

The future land use plan is based on the year 2020, which is approximately the lifetime for the 

proposed development identified in the 1997 White Oak Master Plan. In addition, the proposed 

project is in coordination with the future land use assumptions specified in the Master Plan. Please 

refer to Section 3.2.1 (pg. 3-43 through 3-48) of the final FEIS for future land use within and 

surrounding the study area. 

D. Cultural Resources 

Identification and evaluation of the historic architectural and archeological resources were 

conducted in accordance with the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, as amended in 1968; 

the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969; the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 

amended;    36    CFR    Part    800    Protection    of    Historic    Properties;    Executive    Order 
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11593; and the Maryland Historical Trust Act of 1990 (Article 83B, Sections 5-617 to 5-619 of the 

Annotated Code of Maryland). All work was performed in accordance with the standards 

established in Standards and Guidelines for Architectural and Historical Investigations in 

Maryland (Maryland Historical Trust 2000); Standards and Guidelines for Archeological 

Investigations in Maryland (Shaffer and Cole 1994); "Collections and Conservation Standards" 

(Maryland Historical Trust 1999); and Archeology and Historic Preservation: Secretary of the 

Interior's Standards and Guidelines (National Park Service 1983). 

Historic Resources 

Only one historic site listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) is 

located within the Area of Potential Effect (APE). The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 

concurred on January 14, 2002 that the Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL) Historic District (M: 

33-25) is the only historic property within the APE of the project. 

Archeological Resources 

The APE for archeology was defined by the limits of existing and proposed right-of-way and 

easements in which all ground disturbing activities will take place. With the exception of the 

proposed relocated Michelson Road and stormwater management facilities, the APE closely follows 

the existing alignments of MD 650 and its intersection roadways. 

Although background research would suggest the project area is sensitive for archeological 

resources, there has been extensive disturbance from previous road building, drainage and utility 

installation, as well as commercial, residential, recreational, and institutional development. 

Consequently, it is not likely that significant archeological deposits remain within the APE, and no 

further archeological investigations are recommended (January 14, 2002). Please refer to Page VII- 

1b in Chapter VII, Other Agency Correspondence. 
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E. Natural Environment 

1. Physiography/Topography and Geology 

The study area lies within the Piedmont Plateau and Coastal Plain Provinces. The area consists 

primarily of level to moderately sloping topography. Elevations range from 255 to 400 feet above 

sea level, with the lowest elevations occurring in the vicinity of Green Forest Drive, located in the 

southeast portion of the study area. The highest elevations occur near the Quaint Acres community, 

in the northwest portion of the study area. 

Based on the Geologic Map of Montgomery County, Maryland, surface sediments originate from 

the Cretaceous period. These sediments are grouped as the Patuxent Formation, and consist of: 

moderately sorted, cross-bedded angular sands, multicolored silts and clays, and sub-rounded quartz 

gravels. The majority of the study area is further underlain by the Boulder Gneiss Formation of the 

Pre-Cambrian period, consisting of thick bedded, massive pebble and boulder bearing arenaceous to 

peltic metamorphic rock. The northern portion of the study area (north of MD 650/MD29 

interchange) is in the Piedmont Plateau Province and is underlain by undifferentiated crystalline 

rocks of the Pre-Cambrian period (Maryland Geological Survey 1967). Generally, the border 

between the Piedmont Province and the Coastal Plain province falls along US 29. 

2. Soils 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) Soil Survey of Montgomery County, Maryland describes seven soil series and complexes 

that occur in the study area (Table IV'5) (USDA, NRCS 1995). The dominant soil association in 

the study area is the Chillum-Croom-Beltsville association. This association is characterized by 

nearly level to steep, well-drained, very deep soils, which is commonly found on uplands (USDA, 

NRCS 1995). There are no hydric soils identified within the study area (Straughn Environmental 

Services 2001). 
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Table 1V-5 
Description of Soil Series in the Study Area 
SBra|s^3ui^^[3pp]M&ili'ni^^^^g^ 

Beltsville Silt Loam, 
3-8 % slope (59B) 

Gentle sloping, very deep and moderately well drained silt loam of uplands. 

Croom Gravelly Loam, 
3-15% slope (61B, 61C) 

Smooth to sloping, very deep and well drained silt loam of upland areas. 

Glenelg Silt Loam, 
8-15% slope (2C) 

Gentle sloping, very deep and well drained silt loam. 

Urban Land (400) 
Nearly level to moderately sloping, area more than 75 percent covered by 
concrete, buildings, or other structures. 

Sassafrass Loam, 
8-15% slope (58C) 

Moderately sloping, very deep, well drained Glenelg soil intermingled with 
Urban land. 

Wheaton Silt Loam, 
0-8% slope (65B) 

Very deep well drained soil in areas that have been graded, cut or filled for 
recreational use. 

Gaila Silt Loam, 
3-15% slope (IB, 1C) 

Smooth to sloping, very deep and well drained soil of upland areas. 

Source: USDA, NRCS1995 

&s 

Prime farmland soils in Montgomery County are classified by the USDA, NRCS, pursuant to the 

Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) of 1984. The Glenelg Silt Loam and Giala Silt Loam are 

listed as Prime Farmland Soils. The Beltsville Silt Loam, Croom Gravelly Loam, Gaila Silt Loam, 

Glenelg Silt Loam and the Wheaton Silt Loam are listed as soils of statewide importance. Soils of 

statewide importance are designated similarly by the USDA, NRCS as agriculturally important on a 

local level. Based on the review of the FPPA, the MD 650 improvements are exempt from FPPA 

requirements. Section 2 [7 USC 658] states that "farmland does not include land already in or 

committed to urban development or water storage." Farmland already in urban development 

includes lands identified as 'urbanized areas' (UA) on the Census Bureau Map, or as urban area 

mapped with a 'tint overprint' on the USGS topographical maps, or as 'urban-built-up' on the 

USDA Important Farmland Maps" [7 USC 658]. According to the USGS topographical map for 

MD 650 area, the entire study area has a tint overprint. Furthermore, according to the 1997 White 

Oak Master Plan, any undeveloped areas within the study area are committed to future urban 

development. 
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3. Water Resources 

a. Surface Water and Groundwater 

The study area generally lies on the divide between the Paint Branch watershed to the east and the 

Northwest Branch watershed to the west. Both watersheds are within the Washington Metropolitan 

drainage basin. The Paint Branch is a Use DI stream and therefore is protected for Water Contact 

Recreation and Protection of Aquatic Life, Wildlife and Natural trout waters, and the Northwest 

Branch is a Use IV stream and is therefore protected for Water Contact Recreation and Protection of 

Aquatic Life, Wildlife and Recreational trout waters. An intermittent stream generally bisects the 

White Oak Golf Course and drains from north to south. In-stream work is prohibited in these 

streams from October 1st to April SO111 of any given year (MDE, COMAR 26.08.02). There are no 

perennial streams in the study area. There are no listed Wild or Scenic Rivers in the study area. 

Important aquifers that are in the general vicinity of the study area include carbonate-rock aquifers, 

crystalline-rock aquifers and the Potomac aquifer. The Potomac aquifer is beneath most of the 

study area consisting of undifferentiated sands and quartz gravels. The Crystalline-rock aquifer 

rock types include: granite, gneiss, schist and slate. The carbonate-rock aquifers consist of 

limestone, dolomite and marble (Maryland Geologic Survey, 1967). Both of these types are found 

north of the MD 650/MD29 interchange. 

b. Floodplains 

There are no Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)-designated 100-year floodplains 

within the study area corridor. 

4. Ecological Conditions 

a.  Waterways/Wetlands 

The project study areas investigated included a 1.4 mile segment from north of Tracy Drive to south 

of Chalmers Road. This area generally includes a 100-foot wide swath on the east side of MD 650 

and extended along portions of the following areas: US 29 interchange, Lockwood Drive, 

Michelson Road, and Mahan/Schindler Road (west) and Powder Mill Road. Refer to the detailed 

Wetlands Delineation Report for further detail on Waters of the United States (waterways)/wetlands 

(Straughan Environmental Services, INC. 2001).   Waters of the United States and wetland areas 
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were identified within the study area based on investigations following methods in the Corps of 

Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual (Environmental Laboratory, 1987). Please refer to Figure 

111-3, (beginning on Page 111-9) for mapping of the waterways and wetlands within the study area, 

and Table IV-6 for a description of each wetland/waterway in the study area. 

Table IV-6 
Description of Wetlands/Waterways within the Study Area 

^^^f:^^f^nP^^^p^#^.W^^^^ 
Waterways 

Waterway A The stream appears to originate from a culvert beneath Michelson Road and 
emerges on the White Oak Golf Course east of MD 650. 

Waterway B Waterway B includes the 150-foot portion of waterway that is upstream of the 
north side of Mahan Road and extends south to a pond located on the White 
Oak Golf Course. 

Waterway D Waterway D is an approximately 200 foot long ephemeral channel and is 
approximately located east of MD 650 and south of Mahan Road. 

Wetlands 

Wetland C Wetland C is a palustrine, emergent, persistent, temporarily flooded (PEM1A) 
wetland approximately located south of Mahan Drive along Waterway B. 

Wetland D Wetland D is a palustrine, emergent, persistent, saturated (PEM1B) wetland 
located south of Mahan Drive and east of MD 650. 

Wetland E Wetland E is a palustrine, scrub/shrub, broad-leaved deciduous, permanently 
flooded wetland (PSS1H) located east of MD 650 and south of Mahan Road. 

In addition, an intermittent water (connecting Waterway A and Waterway B) flows south, parallel 

with MD 650 on the White Oak Golf Course (Figure 111-3). This stream flows through culverts 

beneath Mahan and Michelson Roads. A wetland contiguous to the stream exists approximately 90 

feet south of Mahan Road. 

b.  Terrestrial Wildlife/Habitat 

The study area is urbanized, consisting of mixed residential, commercial and institutional land use. 

Large areas of impervious surface (parking lot or roof-top) are dominant in commercial/institutional 

areas, with small islands of maintained lawn or landscaping. Residential areas have larger tracts of 

lawn with sparse canopy and shrub cover and less impervious area. 

Large trees are defined as any tree having a diameter at breast height (DBH) of 30 inches or more. 

A significant tree is defined as any tree having 75% or more of the state champion tree for that 
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species. Ten large trees are located within the study area. Please refer to Figure 111-3 for size and 

location of these trees. Large trees are located along Mahan Drive and the intersection of MD 

650/Mahan Drive (Figure 111-3). 

A mature stand of tulip poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) is located south of Mahan Drive (Figure 

II1-3). The forest canopy is dominated by tulip poplar and black walnut (Juglans nigra), and 

sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) occurs infrequently within the stand. The dominant understory 

shrub is Japanese barberry (Beberis thunbergii), which grows in sparse clumps throughout the 

stand. The understory suffers from heavy browsing pressure from the local deer population; thus, 

only barberry, a highly unpalatable and thorny shrub, is the only consistent undergrowth. 

Coordination with the Forest, Wildlife and Heritage Division of Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) indicated that a forested area on or adjacent to the study area may contain Forest Interior 

Dwelling Species (FIDS) habitat. However, further investigations of forested areas within the study 

area show that none of the wooded areas meet the criteria for FIDS habitat as outlined by DNR: 

1) contiguous upland forests of 50 acres or greater; 

2) riparian forest greater than 300 ft in width that border a stream for at least 600 feet; 

3) riparian forests at least 150 feet wide and connected to one of the above; or 

4) forest patches 10 acres or larger and within 300 ft of the first two definitions. 

The most common animals that are expected to occur in the study area are those that easily coexist 

with humans, including gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), white-tailed deer (Odocoileus 

virginianus), Virginia opossum (Didelphis marsupialis). Eastern chipmunk (Tamias striatus), 

woodchuck (Marmota monax) and several species of birds. Within the study area, there is a large 

deer population at the FDA site. Deer are commonly observed throughout the FDA site, and on the 

golf course. 

A field investigation indicated that there are numerous bird species inhabiting the residential, 

commercial and institutional landscapes. The English House Sparrow (Passer domesticus), 

European Starling (Stumus vulgaris), and European Rock Dove or Pigeon (Columba livid) were 

observed in commercially developed areas.  The American Robin (Turdus migratorius). Northern 
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Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos). Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata). Slate Colored Junco (Junco 

hyemalis) and Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) were observed in the residential 

neighborhoods along with the English House Sparrow and the European Starling. The White Oak 

Golf Course provides a habitat for a wide diversity of birds. None of the above mentioned species 

have unique or specific characteristics, and all are commonly found inhabiting urbanized areas. 

c.   Aquatic Wildlife/Habitat 

The White Oak Golf Course is the only portion of the study area that contains aquatic habitat. 

Woody vegetation is well established throughout most of the golf course due to current maintenance 

practices. Herbaceous vegetation found in wetlands and waterways is not maintained during the 

growing season. Wetland E, Waterway D and a section of Waterway B are within a well- 

established forested area in the southern portion of the golf course. The quality of water associated 

with the stream is affected by chemicals from golf course turf management and the origin of the 

Michelson Road culvert water. Aquatic wildlife/habitat is considered poor within the study area. 

5. Endangered and Threatened Species 

Coordination with DNR and United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) indicated that no 

known federal or state, rare, threatened or endangered (RTE) species were identified within the 

study area (refer to DNR and USFWS correspondence in Chapter VU, Other Agency 

Correspondence). 

6. Unique, Sensitive, and Aesthetic Areas 

Unique, sensitive, and aesthetic areas encompass resources that have unique ecological or 

geological characteristics, which are sensitive to human induced impacts, or areas that provide 

unique aesthetic value to the public. There are no areas within the project study corridor areas that 

are identified as unique, sensitive or aesthetic. 

F. Existing Noise Conditions 

2.   Noise Sensitive Area Description 

In coordination with SHA's Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, six (6) Noise 

Sensitive Areas (NSA) were identified in the study corridor.   Individual noise receptor locations 
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were selected to represent each of the noise sensitive communities potentially affected by project 

improvements. A total of 41 receptors were identified to represent noise sensitive land uses within 

the six NSAs (Figure IV-3). 

• NSA 1 (represented by Receptor 1-1) is a two-story brick church (Our Savior Episcopal Church) 

in the northeast quadrant of the MD 212 (Powder Mill Road)/MD 650 intersection. 

• NSA 2 (represented by Receptors 2-1 to 2-23) consists of two residential communities 

(Hillandale Heights and Burnt Mills Knolls) on the west side of MD 650, between Chalmers Road 

and Lockwood Drive. The north end of the community contains the White Oak Center and the 

White Oak Professional Park, two office and professional complexes near the MD 650/Lockwood 

Drive intersection. Approximately 34 single-story, single-family residences are considered first row 

residences. A tree-lined grassy strip of land is located between the frontage road and the 

southbound lanes of MD 650. This area ranges from 5' wide to 28' wide at its widest point, near 

McCeney Avenue. In addition to the row of deciduous trees, the strip contains a row of utility poles 

with associated transmission lines. 

• NSA 3 (represented by Receptors 3-1 to 3-7) is the White Oak Golf Course, which is located on 

the east side of MD 650, between Chalmers Road and existing Michelson Road. Several tee boxes 

and greens (Receptor 3-1, the second green; Receptor 3-2, the fifth green; Receptor 3-3, the sixth 

tee; Receptor 3-4, the first green; Receptor 3-5, the sixth green; Receptor 3-6, the seventh tee; and 

Receptor 3-7, the seventh green) are affected by traffic noise from MD 650. 

• NSA 4 (represented by Receptor 4-1) is the Berkshire Towers, three nineteen-story apartment 

buildings on the west side of MD 650, between Lockwood Drive and US 29. Each of the towers is 

air-conditioned and each unit contains a balcony. The only exterior use area is the tennis courts and 

playground between the two buildings. 

• NSA 5 (represented by Receptors 5-1 to 5-8) consists of a community of single-family 

residences on Sonata Way (Receptors 5-1 to 5-3), the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses 

(Receptor 5-4), single-family residences (Receptors 5-5, 5-7, and 5-8), and St. Stephen Lutheran 

Church (Receptor 5-6). 

• NSA 6 (represented by Receptor 6-1) consists of two single-family residences and an assisted 

living center, which is currently under construction, north of the US 29 underpass. 
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2.   Existing Noise Conditions 

a.  Noise Monitoring 

Field measurements of ambient noise levels were performed during worst-case scenario noise to 

determine existing (2001) noise levels. Short-term measurements of 15 minutes were conducted at 

each NSA in October and November 2001. Short-term monitoring results are shown in Table IV-7. 

Measured noise levels ranged from 53 dBA (NSA 5, Receptor 5-7) to 75 dBA (NSA 2, Receptor 2- 

3). As identified in Table IV-7, existing noise levels at four Noise Sensitive Areas (NSAs 2, 3, 5 

and 6) equal or exceed the SHA 66 dBA Leq impact criterion for land use Category B. 

Table IV-7 
Short Term Monitoring Noise Levels 

m 11118— 
65              | i 1-1 Our Savior Episcopal Church Church 7:55 A.M. 

2 2-1 1306 Chalmers Road Residence 7:00 A.M. 

2-2 10612 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 7:00 A.M. 

2-3 10700 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 7:45 A.M. 

2-4 1313 Ruppert Road Residence 7:45 A.M. 

2-5 1312 Ruppert Road Residence 8:30 A.M. 

2-6 10806 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 8:30 A.M. 

2-7 1213 Schindler Drive Residence 8:00 A.M. 

2-8 1212 Schindler Drive Residence 8:00 A.M. 

2-9 10914 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 8:45 A.M. pflMBIPlHiMJ 
2-10 10928 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 8:45 A.M. ^^^E^HH 
2-11 11000 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 7:1OA.M. feattragBaMII 
2-12 924 Northwest Drive Residence 7:IOA.M. HiiiiiilH^H 
2-13 1304 Chalmers Road Residence 7:00 A.M. 61 

2-14 1313 Cresthaven Drive Residence 7:00 A.M. 62 

2-15 1314 Cresthaven Drive Residence 7:45 A.M. 65 

2-16 1311 Ruppert Road Residence 7:45 A.M. 61 

2-17 10701 East Nolcrest Drive Residence 8:30 A.M. 61 

2-18 10707 East Nolcrest Drive Residence 8:30 A.M. 59 

2-19 1209 Schindler Drive Residence 8:00 A.M. 61 

2-20 1208 Schindler Drive Residence 8:00 A.M. 59 

2-21 10813 West Nolcrest Drive Residence 8:45 A.M. 56 

2-22 1027 McCeney Avenue Residence 8:45 A.M. 60 

2-23 920 Northwest Drive Residence 7:10 A.M. 57 
3 3-1 White Oak Golf Course (2nd Green) Recreation 7:52 A.M. 57 
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TableIV-7 
Short Term Monitoring Noise Levels, Continued 

psfe .^iggp^l 
£^^\4i_^\£*:&iu;C*i;d;.i-*L: E§ 

3-2 White Oak Golf Course (5th Green) Recreation 7:45 A.M. 
.__ 

3-3 White Oak Golf Course (6th Tee) Recreation 7:45 A.M. 65 
3-4 White Oak Golf Course (1st Green) Recreation 7:45 A.M. 61 
3-5 White Oak Golf Course (6th Green) Recreation 8:45 A.M. 63 
3-6 White Oak Golf Course (7th Tee) Recreation 8:45 A.M. mmmmmem 
3-7 White Oak Golf Course (7th Green) Recreation 8:45 A.M. 64 

4 4-1 Berkshire Towers (Tennis Courts) Residence 7:50 A.M. 60 
5 5-1 739 Sonata Way Residence 8:45 A.M. 57 

5-2 742 Sonata Way Residence 8:45 A.M. 58 
5-3 738 Sonata Way Residence 8:45 A.M. 56 
5-4 Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses Church 8:00 A.M. m ••' '\*!\$  . 

5 5-5 812 Milestone Drive Residence 8:00 A.M. 59 
5-6 St. Stephen Lutheran Church Church 8:50 A.M. 63 
5-7 811 Milestone Drive Residence 8:00 A.M. 53 
5-8 806 Milestone Drive Residence 8:00 A.M. 55 

|   6              6-1 900 Milestone Drive Residence 8:25 A.M. MM1IMS1 
'oise levels equal or exceed SHA 66 dBA noise impact criterion. 

G. Existing Air Quality 

The study area is located in the National Capital Intrastate Air Quality Region. This region is not 

designated as non-attainment for carbon monoxide (CO), Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), Sulfur Dioxide 

(SO2), Lead (PB), or particulate matter (PM10), but is designated as a serious non-attainment area 

for ozone (O3). Since the study area is designated non-attainment for ozone, the region is subject to 

transportation control measures (TCM). National and State measures include vehicle emission 

control devices, cleaner fuels and the Maryland State Vehicle Emissions Inspections Program. 

Implementation of TCMs at the local level that can improve regional air quality includes traffic 

flow improvement programs, new public transit service and employer sponsored programs to permit 

flexible work schedules and encourage public transportation ridership. 

A detailed microscale air quality analysis has been performed to determine the CO impact of the 

proposed project. The location of air quality sensitive receptors and the intersection analysis 

receptors used to assess each of the build alternatives is shown on Table IV-8 and in Figure IV-3. 
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The results are summarized in Air Quality Environmental Consequences Section (Section V.G). A 

copy of the technical analysis report is available at the State Highway Administration, 707 North 

Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. 

Table IV-8 
Location of Air Quality Receptors 

EffijSJsKHgg Isara^llifMMtllll^^ aB|^s|^^^MMcati^^||B^^^HH gH&g^gggi^H 

i 
SE Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Hillandale Shopping 
Mall 18 NE Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 

Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 
White Oak Public Golf 

Course 

2 
SE Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Hillandale Shopping 
Mall 19 NE Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 

Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 
White Oak Public Golf 

Course 

3 
SE Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Hillandale Shopping 
Mali 20 NE Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 

Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 
White Oak Public Golf 

Course 

4 
SE Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Hillandale Shopping 
Mall 21 NW Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 

Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 
Residence, 1212 
Schindler Drive 

5 
NE Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Adjacent to Powder 
Mill Road 22 NW Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 

Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 
Residence, 10902 

Frontage Road 

6 
NE Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Our Savior Episcopal 
Church 23 NW Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 

Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 
Residence, 10904 

Frontage Road 

7 
NE Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Our Savior Episcopal 
Church 24 NW Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 

Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 
Residence, 10908 

Frontage Road 

8 
NE Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mil) Road Intersection 

Our Savior Episcopal 
Church 25 

SE Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 

9 
NW Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Exxon Gas Station 1126 
Powder Mill Road 26 

SE Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 

10 
NW Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Exxon Gas Station 1126 
Powder Mill Road 27 

SE Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 

11 
NW Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Hillandale Center 
Parking Lot 28 

SE Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 

12 
NW Quadrant - MD 650/ Powder 
Mill Road Intersection 

Hillandale Center 
Parking Lot 29 

NE Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 

13 
SE Quadrant - MD 650 
fSchindler Drive/Mahan Drive 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 30 

NE Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 

14 
SE Quadrant - MD 650 
/Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 31 

NE Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 

15 
SE Quadrant - MD 650 
/Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 32 

NW Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

Residence/924 Northwest 
Drive Dentist 

Office/11012 New 
Hampshire 
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TabU IV-8 
Location of Air Quality Receptors .Continued 

16 SE Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 
Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 33 

Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

Medical Office, 11016 
New Hampshire 

17 
NE Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 
Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 34 

NW Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

Medical Office, 11016 
New Hampshire 

35 
NW Quadrant-MD 650/ 
Northwest Drive/Relocated 
Michelson Road Intersection 

BBT Bank, 11140 New 
Hampshire 48 NW Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 

Drive 
Berkshire Towers 

Apartments 

36 SE Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Road Intersection 

Exxon Gas Station 
11177 New Hampshire 49 NW Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 

Drive 
Berkshire Towers 

Apartments 

37 
SE Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Road Intersection 

Exxon Gas Station 
11177 New Hampshire 50 NW Quadrant - US 29/MD 650 

Interchange 
On Ramp Island from 

MD 650 to US 29 

38 
SE Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Road Intersection 

Commercial Parking 
Lot 51 NW Quadrant - US 29/MD 650 

Interchange 
Residence, 742 and 743 

Sonata Way 

39 SE Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Road Intersection 

Commercial Parking 
Lot 52 SE Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 

Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 
White Oak Public Golf 

Course 

40 
SW Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Road Intersection 

Shell Gas Station 
11150 New Hampshire 53 SW Quadrant - MD 650 /Schindler 

Drive/Mahan Drive Intersection 
Residence at 1311 

Ruppert Ave 

41 SW Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Road Intersection 

Shell Gas Station 
11150 New Hampshire 54 

SE Quadrant - MD 650/ Northwest 
Drive/Relocated Michelson Road 
Intersection 

White Oak Public Golf 
Course 

42 
SW Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Road Intersection 

Shell Gas Station 
11150 New Hampshire 55 

Between Schindler Drive and 
McCeney Ave on MD 650 East 
Bound 

Residence, 10918 

43 
NE Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Drive Intersection 

Commercial Parking 
Lot 56 NW Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 

Drive 
Berkshire Towers 

Apartments 

44 NE Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Drive Intersection 

Commercial Parking 
Lot 57 NE Quadrant - US 29/MD 650 

Interchange 
Sidewalk, Adjacent to 

MD650 

45 NE Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Drive Intersection 

White Oak Shopping 
Center 58 NE Quadrant - MD 650/Milestone 

Drive Intersection 
Residence, 702 Milestone 

Drive 

46 

47 

NE Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 
Drive Intersection 

White Oak Shopping 
Center 59 NE Quadrant - MD 650/Lockwood 

Drive 
Sears Parking Lot, East 

Bound MD 650 

NW Quadrant - MD 
650/Lockwood Drive Intersection 

Berkshire Towers 
Apartments 

Description of Existing Environment IV-25 



MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 
Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation iSS' 

7£ 

H. Hazardous Materials 

1.   Initial Site Assessment 

A substantial amount of risk can be imposed upon humans if municipal, industrial, and residual 

wastes are not stored, disposed and cared for appropriately. To identify and account for the 

municipal, industrial and residual waste materials within the study area, an initial site assessment 

(ISA) was conducted. The investigation consisted of a database search (EDR, Inc.), site history 

review, file review and agency coordination site inspection and potential liability determination. 

The database search included all properties within the study area limits. This report was prepared 

by generating a list of all sites and facilities in the area, which appeared in the following 

databases/records of federal waste site inventories and waste management programs: 

• Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Information 
System (CERCLIS)/No Further Remedial 
Action Planned (NFRAP) 

• Emergency Response Notification System 
(ERNS) 

• National Priority List (NPL) 
Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Information System (RCRIS) 
Corrective Action Report (CORRACTS) 
Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees 
(CONSENT) 
Facility Index System (FINDS) 
Material Licensing Tracking System 
(MLTS) 

Toxic Chemical Release Inventory 
System (TRIS) 
Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) 
NPL Deletions and state waste site 
inventories and waste management 
programs 
Leaking Underground Storage Tank 
Recovery Sites (LUST) 
State Hazardous Waste Sites (SHWS) 
Permitted Solid Waste Disposal Facilities 
(LF) 
Registered Underground Storage 
Tank/Aboveground Storage Tank Listings 
(UST/AST). 

The search of available federal and state databases was conducted in accordance with the specific 

requirements of the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) standard practice for 

Environmental Site Assessments (E 1527-00). The results of the search of the Maryland 

Department of Environment (MDE) Hazardous Waste Management Section's files were made in 

conjunction with this study. 

The site inspection was performed on November 14, 2001. For the purposes of this hazardous 

waste ISA, general site characteristics were examined. The site inspection focused on the following 

areas of concern: 
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Underground Storage Tank 
(USTs)/Aboveground Storage Tank 
(ASTs) 
Storage, handling, and disposal of 
hazardous substances 
Waste disposal areas 
Stained soils, gravel, or pavement 
Air emission sources 

Electrical transformers 
Odors 
Collection ponds 
Stressed vegetation 
Discolored water/seeps/discharges 
Other potential areas of concern 

2.   Summary of Findings 

a.  File Review and Agency Coordination 

The following findings are based on the review of the published information as described in the 

previous section. A total of 39 sites were identified within the study area from the file review and 

site inspection (Appendix B). 

The Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection and MDE were contacted to 

obtain information on properties within the study area. According to the Montgomery County 

Department of Environmental Protection, no records were found in their database indicating any 

environmental problems investigated by their office. A file review with the MDE was also 

conducted. MDE had several files for sites identified within the study area. The results of the MDE 

file review regarding tank removal, corrective actions and site monitoring were considered in the 

assessment of environmental contamination potential. 

b. Site Inspection 

Sites were inspected for potential contamination or for hazardous waste concerns within the study 

area. These sites inspected include active gasoline stations, former gasoline stations, auto repair 

shops, and facilities with underground storage tanks (USTs). In addition, many properties inspected 

are looked at because of the materials handled on-site and the nature of activities conducted, and not 

because of a verified presence of soil and/or groundwater contamination. 

A total of thirty-nine (39) sites with potential environmental concerns were identified in the study 

area during the ISA investigation. The following sites were included in the inspection: active 

gasoline stations, former gasoline stations, vehicle repair shops, dry cleaners, facilities with USTs 

and businesses with large or small quantity hazardous waste generator permits.   Many of these 
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properties were included because of the materials handled on-site and the nature of activities 

conducted, and not because of a verified presence of soil and/or groundwater contamination. 
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V. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 
The following socio-economic resources were assessed in determining the impacts resulting from 

the proposed improvements: displacements/property impacts, disruptions to neighborhoods and 

communities, environmental justice, effects on parks and recreational facilities, effects on regional 

business activity, effects on existing businesses, effects on tax base and property impacts, land use 

impacts and impacts on historic and archeological sites. Natural environmental resources assessed 

included: topography and geology, soils, water resources, ecological effects, noise impacts, air 

quality and hazardous wastes. Please refer to Table S-l located in the "Summary" of this document 

to see the number and corresponding impact quantities. Please note that only the resources 

impacted will be discussed in this chapter. There are no impacts to resources not included in Table 

S-l or discussed in this chapter. 

A. Social Impacts 
According to the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act (1970) 

as amended 2000, persons displaced by federally funded projects are to be treated fairly, 

consistently, and equitably so that they will not suffer disproportionate impacts as a result of the 

project. No residential displacements will result from Alternatives 1 or 2, nor will any community 

facilities/services be displaced. This section addresses social impacts including property acquisition 

(right-of-way). 

1. Properly Impacts 
Alternative 2 will require a total residential right-of-way acquisition of 0.38 acres and will require 

0.31 acre of temporary construction easement and 0.37 acre of slope easement from residential 

property. The following residential properties are impacted by right-of-way acquisition (see Table 

S-l): Birkshire Towers Apartments (The Point Community), White Oak Assisted Living (Sunrise 

Community), Helen Fairfax, Eugene and Flora Davis, Springbrook Manor and the Sherbrooke 

Community property. 

2. Summary ofSHA 's Equal Opportunity Program/Title VI Statement 
It is the policy of the SHA to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 and related civil rights laws and regulations which prohibit discrimination on the 

grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, age religion, physical or mental handicap or sexual 

orientation in all SHA projects funded in whole or in part by the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA).   The SHA will not discriminate in highway planning, design, or construction, the 
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acquisition of right-of-way, or the provision of relocating advisory assistance. This policy has been 

incorporated into all levels of the highway planning process to ensure that proper consideration may 

be given to social, economic and environmental effects of all highway projects. Alleged 

discriminatory actions should be addressed to the Equal Opportunity Section of the Maryland SHA, 

707 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 for investigation. 

3. Environmental Justice 

Census demographics, field research, correspondence with local planning officials and 

correspondence with social organizations were used to identify the presence of any low-income or 

minority populations within the project study area. Areas of known environmental justice 

populations are well outside of the proposed alternative's right-of-way. 

4. Effects on Community Services and Facilities 
a.  Emergency Services 

Alternative 2 will require a temporary construction easement of 0.01 acre and a slope easement of 

0.01 acre from the Hillandale Volunteer Fire Company. This temporary impact will not disturb 

emergency service operations, such as access/egress from the facility, or interrupt the normal 

operation of the unit. The build alternative is designed to alleviate congestion, and it is anticipated 

that accessibility for emergency services will improve with the build alternative. Coordination with 

the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service (F&R) and the Montgomery County Department 

of Police was necessary to determine the effect on emergency services and response time (January 

15, 2002). SHA has received a response from the Department of Police (DOP) stating that 

Alternative 1 could result in increased traffic congestion (January 29, 2002). The DOP does not 

foresee any negative impacts from the improvements proposed in Alternative 2 for New Hampshire 

Avenue between 1-495 and US 29, and responded that the proposed changes should result in 

improved traffic flow throughout the area. 

SHA has also received a response from the F&R (February 25, 2002). The F&R would like to 

ensure the following (SHA responses to address these comments are enclosed in parentheses after 

each Division comment): 

• Refuge areas for motorists to move while apparatus is passing during emergency response. 
(By adding lanes, SHA would provide additional room available for passing emergency 
vehicles); 

• Advance notification of construction start and stop dates, and other benchmark events which 
may cause additional congestion and lane closures (The current schedule shows a Notice to 
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Proceed date in late Summer 2003 with approximately two years for construction. As this 
date approaches, the event dates will be verified and checked regularly with the District 3 
Construction Engineer); 

• Apparatus egress, both northbound and southbound, will be maintained for Fire Station 12, 
o•  including signal control (The Limit of Work is currently just north of the Fire Station, *and 

there should not be any disruption to egress. The signal will function as it does today. SHA 
is currently reconstructing the Fire Station signal at MD 650 under a separate contract); 
and 

• Signal control or another type of control to prevent motorists from cutting across all lanes of 
New Hampshire Avenue to access Northwest Drive from relocated Michelson Road. 
Northwest Drive provides a short cut to Lockwood Drive and US Route 29 and the Fire and 
Rescue Division believes that not controlling the intersection will result in an increase in 
vehicle crashes and pedestrians being struck. (There will be a new signal installed at this 
intersection) 

b.  Religious Institutions 

Alternative 2 will require a minor right-of-way acquisition of 0.07 acre from the Kingdom Hall of 

Jehovah Witnesses. This acquisition will not impact access/egress from the property or impact the 

parking areas. Alternative 2 will require a temporary construction easement of 0.14 acre from the 

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses. 

5.  Effects on Visual Quality 
Proposed streetscape improvements along MD 650 include the addition of plant material, sidewalks, 

bicycle paths, fences terminating in brick piers, and planted medians, which will complement the 

improved travel lanes of the highway itself. The sidewalks and bicycle paths will be installed with 

appropriate ramps and landings to make the design handicap accessible and ADA compliant. 

New four-foot wide sidewalks are proposed at the north end and the south end of the project study 

area; from north of the US 29 overpass to Lockwood Drive (along MD 650) and along the 

westbound side of Powder Mill Road, which allows for continuous pedestrian movement along MD 

650 and Powder Mill Road within the project limits. Medians planted with flowering trees, shade 

trees and sod, are proposed between the northbound and southbound traffic lanes on MD 650, 

providing enhanced safety as they assist in directing movement of vehicular traffic. Landscape 

treatments along both sides of the road, beyond the sidewalks, supplement existing vegetation and 

add variety and seasonal color to the roadside plantings. 
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The medians separating north and southbound traffic on MD 650 from the bridge at US 29 to the 

median break ending at the existing Michelson Road will be given special landscape treatment to 

deter pedestrian crossings in the middle of the medians. Not only are thorny shrubs proposed in the 

medians, but a 3.5-foot high ornamental fence is also proposed under large shade trees. The visual 

quality of this intersection will be greatly improved with the installation of these additional 

landscape features. A three to five-foot wide grass strip, planted with street trees, is proposed 

between the proposed bicycle path and MD 650, which will allow for a buffer between vehicular 

and bicycle/pedestrian traffic. The street trees will provide shade and seasonal interest as well as a 

visual barrier between the path and the road. 

The street tree planting is proposed along the golf course, between the bikeway and MD 650 with 

additional buffer plantings located behind the pathway to create a more naturalized setting along the 

golf course. An eight-foot high fence is also proposed along the perimeter of the golf course 

between Michelson Road and Mahan Drive, which terminates in brick piers at the entrance to the 

golf course. The entrance to the golf course will be improved with landscaping for seasonal interest 

and color, and additional brick piers will enhance the gateway entry feature. South of the entrance 

at Mahan Drive, an eight-foot high fence is proposed along the perimeter of the golf course. Buffer 

planting including shade trees, flowering trees and shrub beds, is also proposed along this fence line 

to create more of a naturalized setting for the golf course and to provide a buffer from MD 650. 

The proposed bikeway and street tree plantings, between the bikeway and MD 650, continue south 

to the end of the project limits. 

A planted median is located between the service road and MD 650. The existing vegetation in this 

median is proposed for removal and will be replaced with a variety of plant materials that will 

increase the buffer and provide color and seasonal interest. The planting within this median, which 

includes shade trees, flowering trees, shrubs, and perennial beds, has been carefully designed to 

allow for safe movement in and out of the development by ensuring clear lines of sight at the 

intersections. The medians within MD 650 will also be improved with street trees and sod. 
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The proposed landscape and streetscape improvements along MD 650 will result in a well-designed, 

aesthetically pleasing project that ensures safe and efficient movement for pedestrians, cyclists, and 

vehicular traffic throughout the project site while enhancing the setting for residents and patrons of 

the golf course and other businesses in the area. """" 

B. Economic Impacts 

Effects on Existing Businesses 

No commercial displacements will result from Alternatives 1 or 2 (Table S-l). Alternative 1 would 

not require commercial right-of-way acquisition. Alternative 2 would require a total commercial 

right-of-way acquisition of 0.30 acres. 

Table V-l 
Commercial 

White Oak Shopping Center I, II, HI* 0.65 0.11 2.41 
White Oak Professional Building* 0.07 0.02 0.05 
Hillandale Shopping Center I* 0 0.05 0.02 
PEPCO 0.04 0.02 0.03 
Exxon Corporation (Powder Mill Road) 0.003 0.008 0.04 
Hardware City 0.06 0.001 0.05 
SheU 0 0 0.13 
Exxon Corporation (Lockwood Drive) 0.07 0 0.18 

George Meany Center for Labor Studies 0.05 0.02 0.06 
Other »» 0.007 

MPrrTOHBl 
0.001 0 

*  Refer to Appendix A for individual businesses within each commercial center 
** Easements required from service roadways that access other commercial facilities 

Table V-l lists the commercial properties that would be impacted by Alternative 2. Alternative 2 

would impact a total of nine commercial properties. Three of the commercial properties impacted 

contain multiple businesses (Appendix A). It is anticipated that the overall operation of the 

impacted commercial properties will not be affected. In general, the right-of-way requirements 

would occur as minor sliver takings. With the exception of one commercial property, the White 

Oak Shopping Center, parking spaces would not be impacted by Alternative 2. Alternative 2 would 

also change access to the White Oak Shopping Center. 
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Alternative 2 requires the net loss of 14 parking spaces at the White Oak Shopping Center (ten 

spaces at the north end and 4 spaces at the south end), in order to improve access to the shopping 

center (Table S-l). From the north, an exclusive left turn lane from southbound MD 650 allows 

direct access to the reconfigured entrance into White Oak Shopping Center. From the south, 

traveling northbound on MD 650, two additional lanes improve access to the reconfigured entrance 

of the shopping center. 

C. Impacts on Historic and Archeological Sites 

The requirements of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) are implemented in 36 CFR 

800, which provides a role for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and establishes the 

procedures for compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA. If historic properties listed in or 

determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) are identified (36 CFR 

800.4), the Federal agency must assess how its project will affect them and consider mitigation 

measures, if applicable. Throughout this assessment, the agency should work with the State 

Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and consider the views of others, such as representatives of 

local governments, property owners, members of the public, and the Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation (ACHP). The agency's assessment should use the criteria found in the ACHP's 

regulations and guidance (36 CFR. 800.5). 

SHA identified there is one historic property eligible for inclusion on the NRHP. SHA consulted 

with the SHPO and others- Montgomery Preservation, Inc. and the Montgomery County Historic 

Preservation Commission -to determine the potential effects of the project on the Naval Ordnance 

Laboratory (NOL) Historic District (M: 33-25). 

Historic Sites 

NOL Historic District - Located on the east side of MD 650 at 10901 New Hampshire Avenue, 

the NOL Historic District is approximately 1.15 miles north of the Capital Beltway (1-495) and 0.75 

mile south of US 29 and encompasses 732 acres. The district includes 372 contributing resources as 

well as a golf course that serves as a buffer along the western and southern borders of the district. 

The only historic resource in the NOL Historic District located within the APE is the nine-hole 

White Oak Golf Course, a contributing element dating to 1952; there are no contributing buildings 

located within the APE. 
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Alternative 2 would require 7.48 acres of permanent impact and 1.89 acres of temporary impact to 

the White Oak Golf Course, part of the NOL historic district. In addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual 

easement will be required for maintenance and access to two proposed outfall pipes. Permanent 

impacts would be necessary for construction of the proposed roadway and the stormwater 

management facilities, and will require SHA to acquire 7.48 acres of right-of-way from the White 

Oak Golf Course property. The proposed widening improvements would require impacting the 

existing golf course layout, including removal of fairways and course circulation. GSA and M- 

NCPPC are currently redesigning the golf course layout in conjunction with the SHA's proposed 

roadway widening. 

The proposed improvements would require temporarily impacting 1.89 acres of the golf course 

property for fine grading and construction access. The SHA determined that the impacts would 

have no adverse effect on the NOL Historic District. The SHPO concurred with this determination 

on January 14,2002. Please refer to Page Vll-lb in Chapter VIE, Other Agency Correspondence. 

Archeological Sites 

No National Register eligible archeological sites would be impacted by Alternative 2. The SHPO 

concurred with this finding on January 14, 2002. Please refer to Page VII-lb in Chapter VII, Other 

Agency Correspondence. 

D. Natural Environment 

1.   Topography and Geology 

Alternative 1 (No-Build) would not affect existing topography or geology in the study area. 

Alternative 2 would affect existing topography in the study area. Fill to support new road and road 

banks would be necessary for the expansion of MD 650 and the construction of Mahan and 

Michelson roads. Less substantial soil cut and fill would be necessary for grading and lane 

expansion associated with the intersections at Powder Mill Road, Lockwood Drive and the US 29 

interchange. Soil will have to be removed for the construction of storm water management (SWM) 

best management practices (BMP). The top bank of the SWM facility would be built level with 

existing grade. No unique geologic features or economically important mineral deposits would be 

affected by the build alternative. 
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2. Soils 

a.  Erosion and Sedimentation 

Soils would not be affected by Alternative 1. Alternative 2 would affect soils, especially by erosion 

and subsequent sedimentation during the building phase. Such erosion would primarily be caused 

by removal of existing vegetation, and placement of un-vegetated fill, leading to increased exposure 

of soils to weather and runoff potential. Sedimentation may increase slightly as soil becomes 

disturbed and subsequently erodes. An intermittent watercourse would be affected during the 

construction of Michelson Road and the adjacent SWM facility. Several methods would be used 

together to decrease erosion effects, including structural, vegetative, and operational methods 

during construction. These control measures may as necessary include: 

• conducting work during drier seasons (i.e. autumn and early winter), 
• seeding, sodding, and stabilizing slopes as soon as possible to minimize the exposed area, 
• stabilizing ditches at the tops of cuts and at the bottoms of fill slopes before evacuation and 

formation of embankments, 
• proper use of sediment traps, silt fences, slope drains, water holding areas and other control 

measures, and 
• use of diversion dikes, mulches, netting, energy dissipaters, and other physical erosion controls 

on slopes where vegetation cannot be supported. 

A grading plan and sediment and erosion control plan will be prepared and implemented in 

accordance with Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) regulations. The grading and 

sediment control plans will minimize the potential for impacts to water quality from erosion and 

sedimentation. Proper implementation of the control plan will help prevent any erosion that would 

occur pre and post construction. Furthermore, temporary and permanent controls are reviewed and 

approved by MDE prior to initiation of work. Measures to prevent erosion in highly susceptible 

areas (i.e. steep slopes) are included in the control plans when necessary. 

3. Water Resources 
a.  Surface Water and Groundwater 

Alternative 1 would not result in the construction or modification of any culverts or bridges, nor 

would it affect water quality. Alternative 2 would require the construction of two outfall pipes for 

the two proposed stormwater management facilities (one for each facility). The outfall pipes would 

extend from each of the stormwater management facilities, drain east through the golf course 

property, and outfall into a small waterway also located on golf course property. 
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Alternative 2 would not affect aquifer formations or the level of the groundwater table because local 

aquifers are recharged by precipitation throughout the study area. In general, fluctuations of the 

groundwater level depend upon precipitation amounts and temperature. Alternative 2 has limited 

potential for groundwater contamination from roadway runoff due to the fact that there are closed 

drainage systems throughout the study area. Possible pollutants would include engine oil, brake 

lining, coolant, rubber, and road salt. The impacts are limited spatially by the natural processes of 

the soil, so there should be less effect farther from the roadway. 

Alternative 2 would increase impervious areas by approximately 5.1 acres. To minimize adverse 

effects from road wash, stormwater BMPs would be strictly followed to comply with MDE 

standards. All runoff in the drainage area of relocated Michelson Road and the right turn lane 

added by the build alternative will pass through a stormwater management facility before 

evaporation or discharge into the intermittent stream. Specific measures include adherence to 

erosion and sediment control procedures, vegetating and stabilizing exposed soil. Other measures 

may as necessary include properly handling hazardous materials during the construction phase. 

4.  Ecological Effects 

a.  Waterways/Wetlands 
Alternative 1 (No-Build) would not impact waterways and wetlands within the study area (Table V- 

2). Alternative 2 would impact 43 linear feet of stream from Waterway A and 50 linear feet from 

Waterway B, for a total of 93 linear feet of stream impact. No wetland impacts are anticipated with 

Alternative 1 or Alternative 2. Vegetated wetlands would not be impacted by Alternative 2. Please 

refer to Figure IH-3 for mapping of the waterways and wetlands within the study area, and Table 

V-2 for a description of impacts to the wetland/waterways in the study area. 

Table V-2 

Waterway A 

Waterway B 

Waterway D 

Wetland C 

Wetland D 

Wetland E 

Alternative 1 (No-Build) 

No Impacts 

No impacts 

No impacts 

Alternative 2 (Build) 

43 linear feet of stream would be required for stormwater management outfall 

50 linear feet would be required for stormwater management outfall pipe. 

Waterway D would not be impacted. 

There would be no impacts to Wetlands. 
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b. Terrestrial Wildlife/Habitat 

Alternative 1 would not affect existing terrestrial habitat conditions. Alternative 2 would have 

minimal permanent effects upon a small area of pervious ground on the White Oak Golf Course. 

This existing area does not provide substantial wildlife habitat because it is not large enough to be a 

wildlife corridor or FIDS habitat, or it is maintained turf and forest stand as part of the golf course, 

and it provides little use as food, covert, or nesting area for native wildlife. Alternative 2 would 

impact one-half acre of forest, included in the pervious ground on the golf course, for the 

construction of the outfall pipe from the southern most SWM facility. This area would be able to 

revert to forest, but some trees may be subject to removal or root pruning. The remainder of the 

affected terrestrial habitat is already urbanized, and serves limited use as native wildlife habitat. 

Seven large trees that grow parallel to the MD 650 proposed ROW would be impacted. The 

construction of the bike path and sidewalk would impact all of the red oaks and the black cherry. 

The fill associated with the road embankment would impact the 34" tulip poplar and the 30" sweet 

gum. The storm water outfall pipe, from the southern SWM facility, would impact a 32" tulip 

poplar associated with the forest stand on the golf course. Table V-3 lists the large and significant 

trees and describes the impacts under Alternative 2. Please refer to Figure III-3 for locations of the 

large trees. 

Table V-3 
Impacts to Large Trees 

,,^m-scimft^m mmiGomnimmm 

Red Oak Quercus rubra 30" Root prune 

Red Oak Quercus rubra 32" Removal 

Red Oak Quercus rubra 34" Removal 

Red Oak Quercus rubra 37" Root prune 

Back Cherry Prunus serotina 39" Removal 

Tulip Poplar* Liriodendron tulipifera 32" Removal 

Tulip Poplar Liriodendron tulipifera 34" Removal 

Sweet Gum Liquidambar styraciflua 30" Root prune 

Willow Oak Quercus phellos 40" Not impacted 

Willow Oak Quercus phellos 47" Not impacted 

* Within a Forest stand 
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Per Natural Resources Article 5-103, "Reforestation Law," adopted 1989, amended 1990 and 1991, 

the construction of a highway by a unit of the state: 

1. May cut or clear only the minimum number of trees and other woody plants that are 

necessary and consistent with sound design practices. 

2. Shall make every reasonable effort to minimize the cutting or clearing of trees and other 

woody plants. 

The Maryland Reforestation Act requires the minimizing of forest clearing, replacement of removed 

wooded areas, or contributions to a reforestation fund if forested areas are taken. Every effort will 

be made to minimize the impacts within the project area. All highway construction projects 

utilizing $1 or more of State funding must do mitigation for forest impacts. Forest mitigation is 

required for any State project that requires one or more acre of impact. Replacement is required on 

an acre-for-acre (1:1) basis and must be accomplished on public land. SHA will adhere to the 

following prioritized reforestation site requirements: 

1. Reforestation within the project right-of-way, or on SHA property adjacent to the 
construction site, 

2. Reforestation on any public land within the County and subwatershed where impacts are 
anticipated, 

3. Reforestation to occur in the County or subwatershed in the state in which the construction 
activity is located. 

The following criterion will apply to all planting sites per the options listed above: 

• Open forested planting sites should be at least one-half acre in size and 50 feet wide, 
• Sites adjoining other forest land should be at least one-quarter acre in size and one planting 

row wide, 
• Free-standing strip plantings should be at least 50 feet wide and one-half acre in total size, 
• Site must not be in forested condition before planting, 
• Site must remain in forested condition for the foreseeable future. 

c.   Aquatic Wildlife/Habitat 

Alternative 1 would not affect current aquatic wildlife. Alternative 2 would add two SWM outfall 

pipes that may discharge into the stream (Waterways A and B). The quality of storm water 

discharged would not have any adverse effects on the existing water quality, Stormwater 

Management Regulations, Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 26.17.02.01 through 
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26.17.02.12. Vegetated wetlands would not be impacted by Alternative 2. Alternative 2 would not 

have an adverse effect on water quality or aquatic habitat, and would, therefore not have an adverse 

impact on aquatic wildlife. 

E. Noise Impacts 

1. Prediction Results for Each Alternative 

All impact analyses were performed in conformance with Title 23 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations, Part 772 (23 CFR 772) Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and 

Construction Noise and the SHA Sound Barrier Policy (May 1998). Noise Sensitive Areas (NSA) 

are defined as land use activities that may be affected by highway traffic noise as a result of the 

proposed highway improvements. They may include picnic areas, recreation areas, playgrounds, 

active sports areas, parks, residences, motels, hotels, schools, churches, libraries and hospitals. 

Each noise sensitive area was analyzed to determine potential impacts from each of the alternatives 

(Figure V-l). Table V-4 presents the results of the prediction modeling and those NSAs and 

receptors impacted by each alternative. 

2. Impact Assessment and Feasibility of Noise Control 

In defining impact criteria, the SHA Sound Barrier Policy states that mitigation shall be considered 

for receptors that will experience future noise levels equal to or exceeding 66 dBA, or exceeding 

existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more, resulting from the construction of new highways or 

through lane additions to existing highways. As indicated in Table V-4, five of the six identified 

noise sensitive areas will experience no-build design year noise levels equal to or exceeding the 66 

dBA impact criterion. NSA 4 (the Berkshire Apartments) will experience design year Build and 

No-Build noise levels of 65 dBA and is not considered impacted. Since the No-Build alternative 

would not involve additional highway improvements or increasing existing capacity, noise 

abatement was not considered. NSAs 1-3, 5, and 6 will experience build design year noise levels 

that equal or exceed the impact criteria, and feasibility and reasonableness of noise abatement was 

investigated for the build condition at each. Since earth berms generally have a flat area on the top 

and minimum 2:1 side slopes to protect against erosion, they require additional right-of-way to 

accommodate the berm's wide base. 
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Table V-4 

Predicted Design Year Noise Levels 

1-1 Our Savior Episcopal Church 
2-1 
2-2 
2-3 
2-4 
2-5 
2-6 
2-7 
2-8 
2-9 
2-10 
2-11 
2-12 
2-13 

1306 Chalmers Road 
10612 New Hampshire Avenue 
10700 New Hampshire Avenue 
1313 Ruppert Road 
1312 Ruppert Road 
10806 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 
1213 Schindler Drive Residence 
1212 Schindler Drive Residence 
10914 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 
10928 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 
11000 New Hampshire Avenue Residence 
924 Northwest Drive Residence 
1304 Chalmers Road Residence 

2-14 
2-15 
2-16 

1313 Cresthaven Drive Residence 
1314 Cresthaven Drive Residence 
1311 Ruppert Road Residence 

2-17 10701 East Nolcrest Drive Residence 61 62 62 
2-18 10707 East Nolcrest Drive Residence 59 63 63 
2-19 1209 Schindler Drive Residence 61 65 65 
2-20 1208 Schindler Drive Residence 59 64 64 
2-21 10813 West Nolcrest Drive Residence 56 60 61 
2-22 1027 McCeney Avenue Residence 60 63 65 
2-23 920 Northwest Drive Residence 57 63 65 
3-1 White Oak Golf Course (2nd Green) Recreation 57 58 58 
3-2 
3-3 
3-4 

White Oak Golf Course (5th Green) Recreation 
White Oak Golf Course (6th Tee) Recreation 
White Oak Golf Course (1st Green) Recreation 

3-5 
3-6 

3-7 
4-1 

White Oak Golf Course (6th Green) Recreation 
White Oak Golf Course (7th Tee) Recreation 

White Oak Golf Course (7th Green) Recreation 
Berkshire Towers (Tennis Courts) Residence 

5-1 
5-2 

739 Sonata Way Residence 
742 Sonata Way Residence 

5-3 
5-4 

738 Sonata Way Residence 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses Church 

5-5 
5-6 
5-7 

812 Milestone Drive Residence 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church Church 
811 Milestone Drive Residence 

5-8 806 Milestone Drive Residence 
6-1 900 Milestone Drive Residence 

Noise levels equal or exceed SHA 66 dBA noise impact 
criterion. 
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Even a minimum 10' high earth berm requires a base of approximately 50', as well as additional 

room for slope drainage. Right-of-way constraints adjacent to MD 650 preclude the construction of 

earth berms of sufficient height for noise abatement; therefore, sound barriers were evaluated. 

Prior to determining insertion loss of potential sound barriers, each NSA was screened for 

feasibility and reasonableness based on the other SHA criteria (see Noise Quality Technical Report 

Analysis Report, November 28, 2001). Sound barriers were considered not reasonable or feasible at 

each of the evaluated noise sensitive jireas. The following is a summary of the detailed evaluation 

for each NSA, as contained in the MD 650 Noise Quality Technical Analysis Report. Appendix B 

provides a summary of the SHA feasibility and reasonableness worksheets for each NSA. 

NSA1 

A sound barrier at NSA 1 is considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA's 

vehicular/pedestrian access and no-build vs. build relationship criteria (3 dBA or less difference 

between build and no-build noise levels). If a sound barrier were to be constructed at this NSA, a 

gap or opening would be required for the access drive, as well as Greenacres Drive to maintain 

access to the church and adjacent community. Gaps or openings of this nature for vehicular access 

and desirable sight distance at the access point would reduce the achievable barrier insertion loss 

and compromise the sound barrier's effectiveness. 

NSA 2 

A sound barrier at NSA 2 is considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA's 

vehicular/pedestrian access and no-build vs. build relationship criteria, as well as the desirable 

construction width required for a sound barrier. If a sound barrier were to be constructed between 

Chalmers Road and Ruppert Road, gaps or openings would be required to maintain access for 

Chalmers Road, Ruppert Road, and the private driveways to MD 650. The same applies for a sound 

barrier between Ruppert Road and l^ockwood Drive. Gaps or openings of this nature for vehicular 

access and desirable sight distance at the access points would reduce the achievable barrier insertion 

loss and compromise the sound banier's effectiveness. If the sound barrier would be constructed in 

the grassy area between the frontage road and the MD 650 southbound roadway, the need for 

driveway gaps would be eliminated, but gaps would still be required to allow access points at 

Ruppert Road, Schindler Drive, McCeney Avenue, and Northwest Drive.   In addition, the grassy 
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area is quite narrow and is generally insufficient in width for the physical construction of a sound 

barrier. Lastly, the grassy area contains a line of utility poles and associated transmission lines, 

which would require relocation. 

NSA3 

A sound barrier at NSA 3, the White Oak Golf Course, is considered not feasible or reasonable 

based on SHA's vehicular/pedestrian access, no-build vs. build relationship, and the cost per 

benefited residence criteria, as well as the seasonal and transient nature of the activities taking place 

on the property. If a sound barrier were to be constructed, it would require gaps or openings to 

provide pedestrian and vehicular access and desirable sight distances at Mahan Road, Relocated 

Michelson Road and private driveways north and south of the golf course property. Gaps or 

openings of this nature would reduce the achievable barrier insertion loss and compromise the 

sound barrier's effectiveness. 

NSA 4 

NSA 4 will not be impacted. 

NSA 5 

A sound barrier at NSA 5 is considered not feasible or reasonable based on SHA's 

vehicular/pedestrian access, no-build vs. build relationship, and cumulative effects criteria, as well 

as the lack of capacity enhancing improvements affecting the highway noise environment. If a 

sound barrier were to be constructed, gaps or openings would be required to maintain access for 

Milestone Drive, Quaint Acres Drive, and the private driveway to MD 650 for the St. Stephen 

Lutheran Church. Gaps or openings of this nature would reduce the achievable barrier insertion 

loss and compromise the sound barrier's effectiveness. The improvements proposed for this area 

are limited to the reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on-ramp to provide a tighter radius, and 

the provision of a double left-turn from northbound MD 650 to the southbound on-ramp, neither of 

which are considered capacity enhancements. 

NSA 6 

A  sound  barrier  at   NSA  6  is   considered  not  feasible   or  reasonable  based  on   SHA's 

vehicular/pedestrian access, no-build vs. build relationship, cumulative effects, and aesthetics 
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criteria. If a sound barrier were to be constructed, gaps or openings would be required to maintain 

access and provide desirable sight distance for the new subdivision roadway under construction 

opposite Quaint Acres Drive and the entrance to the library on MD 650. Gaps or openings of this 

nature would reduce the achievable barrier insertion loss and compromise the sound barrier's 

effectiveness. In addition, a barrier of the height required could present a visual impact for 

residents across MD 650 and MD 650 travelers. 

3.   Construction Impacts 

Land uses that are sensitive to vehicular noise would also be sensitive to construction noise. 

Although highway construction is a short-term phenomenon, it can cause significant noise impacts. 

Additionally, it is possible that some construction may occur at night to avoid severe traffic impacts. 

The extent and severity of the noise impact would depend upon the phase of construction and the 

noise characteristics of the construction equipment in use. Construction would have direct impact 

on receptors located close to the construction site and would have an indirect impact on receptors 

located near roadways where traffic flow characteristics are altered due to re-routing of vehicles 

from the construction area. 

As with any major construction project, areas around the construction site are likely to experience 

varied periods and degrees of noise impact. This type of project would probably employ the 

following types of construction equipment that would likely be sources of construction noise: 

• Bulldozers and earth movers, 
• Graders, 
• Front end loaders, 
• Dumps and other diesel trucks, and 
• Compressors. 

In general, sensitive land use located near construction zones (approximately 100 feet) may 

experience noise levels between 78 dBA and 83 dBA during construction. 

In order to minimize temporary construction impacts, maintenance of construction equipment will 

be regular and thorough to minimize noise emissions due to inefficiently tuned engines, poorly 

lubricated moving parts or poor to ineffective muffling/exhaust systems. 
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F. Air Quality 

1.  CO Microscale A nalysis 

The results of the predicted CO concentrations for both the No-Build and Build Alternatives are 

described in detail below. For additional technical information regarding the CO microscale 

analysis, refer to the MD 650 (from 1-495 to US 29) Intersection Improvements Air Quality 

Technical Analysis Report. Receptor CO concentrations for the No-Build Alternative exceed the 

State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards for the 1-hour (35 ppm) and 8-hour (9.0 ppm) 

analyses in the 2025 analysis year. No receptor CO concentration exceeds the 1-hour S/NAAQS 

standard (35.0 ppm) or the 8-hour standard (9 ppm) in the 2007 analysis year for the No-Build and 

Build Alternatives. No CO concentrations exceed the S/NAAQS for the Build Alternative in the 

2025 analysis year. 

For the 2007 analysis year, CO concentrations in the Build-Alternative are generally higher than 

that of the No-Build Alternative. The reason for the higher CO concentrations in the Build 

Alternative is due to greater traffic volumes occurring in the project study area. Relative 

comparison of the No-Build Alternative versus the Build Alternatives for the 2025 analysis year 

identifies that CO concentrations for the No-Build Alternative are generally higher than the Build 

Alternative. This is likely due to the constrained capacity of the roadway to handle forecasted 

traffic for the year 2025. Both the No-Build Alternative and the Build Alternative experience 

elevated concentrations of CO at the intersections of MD 650 with Powder Mill Road, Michelson 

Road, and Lockwood Drive. This would be expected, due to vehicle idle emissions in queue at 

signalized intersections. The only violations of the S/NAAQS occur at the intersection of MD 650 

and Powder Mill Road. The 2025 No-Build Alternative analysis predicts that Receptors 5, 9 and 10 

exceed the eight-hour standard (9 ppm), while Receptors 11 and 12 exceed the 1-hour standard (35 

ppm). These elevated levels in the 2025 No-Build Alternative may be explained because of the 

increased traffic volumes and the longer queue lengths at the MD 650/Powder Mill Road 

intersection. However, the No-Build Alternative is not designed to function properly with increased 

traffic volumes predicted for the 2025 analysis year. 

Receptor 5 is located on the northeast comer of the northbound MD 650 and Powder Mill Road 

intersection. This receptor CO concentration of 9.2 ppm exceeds the 8-hour S/NAAQS criteria of 9 

ppm in the 2025 analysis year for the No-Build Alternative.   The No-Build Alternative does not 
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contain additional lane assignments for the additional traffic volumes predicted for the 2025 model 

year. The additional traffic volumes and longer queue lengths predicted for westbound Powder Mill 

Road in the 2025 model year would result in 8-hour CO violations. 

Receptors 9 through 12 are located at the northwest comer of the southbound MD 650 and Powder 

Mill Road intersection (Figure V-l). The model predicts that Receptors 9 (11.7 ppm) and 10 (9.9 

ppm) will have CO concentrations that exceed the 8-hour S/NAAQS criteria for the No-Build 

Alternative in the 2025 analysis year. Receptors 11 (37.7 ppm) and 12 (37.2 ppm) exceed the 1-hour 

standard of 35 ppm for the 2025 No-Build Alternative. The violations occur in the 2025 morning rush 

hour model. The No-Build Alternative is not designed to accommodate the increase in predicted 

traffic for the 2025 analysis year. The predicted traffic volume moving southbound in the morning 

rush hour is 5,595 vehicles on the existing three through lanes and one left turn lane. It is reasonable 

that CO violations would exist in the No-Build Alternative for the 2025 analysis year. 

2.   Conformity with Regional Air Quality Planning 

Maryland 650 from 1-495 to US 29 Improvement Project is located in Montgomery County, 

Maryland. The County is not designated as a non-attainment area for carbon monoxide (CO) or 

particulate matter (PMio), but is designated as a non-attainment area for ozone (O3). The MD 650 

improvement is identified in the 2001 - 2006 Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) and the Year 

2000 Constrained Long Range Plan (CLRP). The MD 650 project is categorized in the CLRP's 

Projects under Major Study as a component of the East West Link Improvements. The projects 

included in the TIP and CLRP are consistent with the air quality budgets set-forth in the State 

Implementation Plan (SIP), Phase n Attainment Plan. The Phase n Plan has been prepared by the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee to comply with the Clean Air Act Amendments of 

1990 and with a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) memorandum of March 2, 1995 on 

the phased attainment demonstration process. Because the project was considered in the region's 

CLRP as a study, the project may be subject to a future conformity determination once the design of 

the project has been completed. Meeting conformity requirements in future years may require the 

implementation of additional transportation control measures that reduce vehicle miles traveled. 
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Employer based TCMs in the study area include the services provided through the "Conunuter 

Connections" program. "Commuter Connections", a service provided through the Metropolitan 

Council of Governments, assists commuters in finding a commute alternative to the single occupant 

vehicle (SOV) trip. Their services include ride-matching assistance to help employees in locating 

potential carpool/vanpool matches and guaranteed ride home programs. Additional TCM's that 

reduce the need for SOV trips that are in use at the current FDA facility includes parking space 

incentives for carpool/vanpool users and flexible work hour programs. Bus service between the 

FDA site and the Silver Spring Metrorail Station is also available providing an alternative to SOV 

trips. Since the FDA is a federal government agency, GSA will be required to implement these 

types of TCM's to reduce emissions (1997 FEIS). Please refer to Chapter n (Section n.E.2) of this 

document for a description of transportation management strategies, such as transit usage and 

carpooling, listed in the TMP to achieve the goal of increasing the Average Vehicle Occupancy 

(AVO) to 1.5 persons per vehicle. 

G. Hazardous Materials 

/.   Initial Site Assessment 

a.   Conclusions and Recommendations 

SHA guidelines for performing an ISA and the ASTM E 1527-00 Standard Practice for 

Environmental Site Assessment: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process were followed. 

The database search documented a number of sites where USTs have been removed or are 

permanently out of service. The Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR 26.10.10.02, Code of 

Maryland Regulations is a Maryland state regulation which regulates waste material. Title 26 - 

Department of the Environment, Subtitle 10 - Oil Pollution and Tank Management, Chapter 10 - 

Out-of-Service UST Systems and Closure, Section 2 - Permanent Closure and Changes-In-Services) 

requires that USTs be removed from the ground, or with MDE approval, filled with an inert 

material. Before a UST site is closed, the owner must determine if a release occurred. If evidence 

of a release exists, the owners must begin corrective action according to COMAR 26.10.03 (Title 26 

- Department of the Environment, Subtitle 10 - Oil Pollution and Tank Management, Chapter 3 - 

UST Systems: Design, Construction, Installation, and Notification). 

Environmental Consequences 
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Should a property with underground storage tanks be impacted by the project, the USTs would need 

to be removed in accordance with all applicable local and state regulations (COMAR 26.10.10.02). 

At this time, it is not anticipated that any of the identified properties within the project area will 

need to be removed. However, all the identified properties have the potential for the presence of 

soil and/or groundwater contamination that may require remediation. Further investigation of these 

properties may be warranted if the project would directly impact them. Further investigation would 

entail a detailed reconnaissance of each affected property, and may include soil and/or groundwater 

sampling, and a geophysical investigation. Appendix B lists the identified properties, the 

environmental concerns associated with each property, and their assigned value of High, Medium, 

or Low potential for environmental contamination. The assigned value is based on information 

obtained from the site investigation, review of historical photos, review of Maryland Department of 

the Environment files and other information obtained in the course of the Initial Site Assessment 

process. 

At a minimum, it is recommended that sites identified as having High potential for environmental 

contamination be investigated further (Preliminary Assessment) if these properties will be directly 

impacted by construction activities. A more thorough review of documents, such as permit 

information, violations and potential collection of environmental samples may be necessary in the 

future. 

H. Secondary and Cumulative Effects Analysis 

Secondary and Cumulative Effects Analysis (SCEA) was performed in compliance with the NEPA 

and Council of Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations which require that the secondary and 

cumulative effects of a project be examined (40 CFR 1508.25 (c)). SCEA analysis was completed 

in conformance with SHA's Secondary and Cumulative Effects Analysis (SCEA) Guidelines 

(Revised June 2000). The SCEA was divided into three main sections including scoping, analysis, 

and conclusions. 

2.  Scoping 
a.  Resources 

Resources considered in the SCEA are those that are directly impacted by the project alternatives 

and those resources impacted from any secondary development that is the result of the project's 
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action. Coordination initiated with the M-NCPPC concluded that no secondary development is 

contingent upon implementation of the project's Build Alternative. An environmental inventory 

identified three resources that are impacted by the project alternatives. The resources considered in 

the SCEA and how they will be analyzed is presented in Table V-5. 

Table V-5 
SCEA Resources 

Resource Analysis Methodology 
Waters of the US Evaluate published trends of watersheds to estimate past impacts to Waters of the US. Trends 

analysis will be supported with population and employment data for the future time frames to 
show the effect that growth pressures have on this resource. 

Recreational 
Facilities 

Inventory recreational facilities, parklands, and schools from Environmental Systems Research 
Institute (ESRI) data, ADC maps and the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan (PROS Plan). 
Overlay future land use in relation to existing recreational facilities to identify impacts. Support 
overlay analysis with population and employment data to show the effect that growth pressures 
have on this type of resource. 

Historic Inventory National Register and/or Maryland Inventory sites within the SCEA boundary. 
Overlay future land use in relation to existing historic properties to identify impacts. Support 
overlay analysis with population and employment data to show the effect that growth pressures 
have on this resource. 

b.  Boundary 

Establishment of the SCEA boundary considered available data for all the sub-boundaries relevant 

to the proposed action. The establishment of the SCEA boundary is a synthesis of all sub- 

boundaries into one overall SCEA boundary. The sub-boundaries considered in establishing the 

SCEA boundary are listed below. 

• Direct Impacts 
• Area of Traffic Influence 
• Subwatersheds 
• Census Tracts 
• County Planning Area 
• Sewer and Water Service 

Figure V-2 shows the SCEA boundary in relation to the Area of Traffic Influence, Subwatershed, 

Census Tracts and Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZs) sub-boundaries into the overall SCEA 

geographical boundary. All sub-boundaries were considered in establishing the SCEA boundary 

but only those sub-boundaries influencing the shape of the SCEA boundary are shown on Figure V- 

2. 
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c.   Time Frame 

1.  Past Time Frame 

Data collected to determine the past time frame include events with historic consequence to the 

development of the SCEA study area. The following events/policy decisions were considered when 

determining the past time frame, however the past time frame was not significantly influenced by 

these events/policies: 

• 1954-64 Opening/Expansions of 1-495 
• 1964 General Plan (Wedges and Corridors) 
• 1981 Eastern Montgomery County Master Plan 

1980 was selected as the past time frame limit. A sewer moratorium on eastern Montgomery 

County was lifted in 1980. The result helped initiate rapid development of the US 29 corridor in 

Montgomery and Howard Counties. The selection of 1980 as the past time frame limit is 

substantiated by trends that show the SCEA study area decreasing in population 37 percent from 

1970 to 1980 and increasing in population 50 percent in the period from 1980 to 1990 (Figure V-3). 

Figure V-3 
SCEA Study Area Population Change 

SCEA Study Area Population 
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2.  Future Time Frame 

The year 2007 is proposed as the SCEA's future time frame limit. 2007 is the design year of the 

project and represents the timeframe in which travel forecasting land use assumptions were 

conducted for the project. 
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2.  Analysis 

a.   Land Use Scenarios 

1. Past 

The primary data- source available for establishing land use in the 1980 time period is the 

Montgomery County "Eastern Montgomery County Planning Area" Master Plan. This Master Plan 

identifies land use, zoning, transportation, and public facilities for the year 1979. There are seven 

land use classifications that make-up the "Eastern Montgomery County Planning Area" Master Plan 

including: 

• Single Family (Townhouses) 
• Apartments 
• Commercial and Office 
• Industrial 
• Public Parkland 
• Public and Semi-Public 
• Agricultural, Woodland, Vacant 

The SCEA boundary consists of six land use classifications with Public Parkland (39%) and 

Agricultural/Vacant land (22%) making up the majority of land use. 

2. Present 

The present land use scenario established for the SCEA is based on the 1997 White Oak Master 

Plan. The SCEA boundary consists of seven land use classifications with Single Family Residential 

(50%) making up the majority of land use. 

The present land use scenario was updated based on proposed development (one to five years 

beyond present year), as defined in the 1997 White Oak Master Plan. According to the Master 

Plan, the Milestone Drive Properties, located at the intersection of US 29 and MD 650, is the only 

undeveloped area within the SCEA Boundary. Since the publication the 1997 White Oak Master 

Plan, the property has been developed into a mixed residential community. This site consists of 37 

developable acres and is appropriate for single-family detached units and single-family attached 

units. Two transportation projects, intersection improvements at MD 650/Lockwood and US 

29/Stewart Lane, have been completed in the present timeframe but do not alter the underlying land 

use of the SCEA Boundary. The proposed land developments for this area is consistent with the 

base land use scenario established in the Master Plan. 
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3.  Future 

According to the 1997 White Oak Master Plan, commercial and transit development planned for the 

study area is consistent with present land use. The Plan supports and reinforces the existing land 

use patterns of the 1997 White Oak Master Plan communities and encourages development in the 

commercial centers that will strengthen their function and sense of place. 

The future land use scenario was established by overlaying parcels of land recommended for 

rezoning or development in the 7997 White Oak Master Plan, with the present land use scenario. 

Each of the land parcels greater than 10 acres overlaid on the present land use scenario is 

summarized in Table V-6 and shown on Figure V-4. No major transportation projects are planned 

for the future timeframe (beyond the year 2006). 

Table V-6 
Future Land Development 

ii i  rmrr" 

White Oak 
Commercial 
Center 
Hillandale 
Commercial 
Center 
Burnt Mills 
Commercial 
Center 

48.4 Acres 

31.4 Acres 

17.6 Acres 

Commercial 

Commercial 

Commercial 

Proposed Transit Center 

Require Properties to 
provide a "Main Street" 
Development  
Redevelopment of 
Manor Care 
International 

Maintain Commercial 
Zoning 

Maintain Commercial 
Zoning 

Rezone 5.88 acres of 
C-2 (General 
Commercial) to C-4 
(Limited 
Commercial).  

The future land use in the SCEA geographical boundary for the year 2007 will remain similar to the 

existing scenario. Development of land parcels described above may alter the appearance of small 

isolated land areas, but are unlikely to change the overall land use from its current condition. 

b.  SCEA Resources 

1.   Waters of the US 

Impacts to Waters of the United States (WUS) examined trends in watershed quality for the Middle 

Potomac River Basin and Anacostia River Watersheds. The SCEA boundary is contained in both 

watersheds. Three streams including the Anacostia River and two unnamed tributaries are 

contained within the SCEA boundary (Figure V-5). 
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a. Past 

According to the Maryland DNR Watershed Profile for the Anacostia River Watershed, past and 

current stresses to surface water quality in the SCEA area include agricultural runoff, stormwater 

runoff, and sedimentation/siltation due to development. 

Data obtained from the Middle Potomac Watershed Status and Trends Report indicates that there is 

a general improvement in water quality in the Middle Potomac River Basin, resulting from the 

overall decreasing trend in phosphorus concentrations from 1985 to 2000. The nitrogen levels have 

shown no trend over this time frame. The status for dissolved oxygen content has been good. The 

Potomac Washington Metro Basin Environmental Assessment of Stream Conditions indicated that 

overall both fish habitat and benthos indicate substantial problems with stream resources in the 

basin. These problems are a direct result of urbanization within the watershed. The basin has the 

highest percentage of urban land use (45 percent or 192 square miles) of all 18 major river basins in 

the state of Maryland. 

b. Future 

SHA's Alternative 2 would increase impervious areas by approximately 5.1 acres. SHA is 

constructing two stormwater management facilities to treat the additional impervious surfaces 

required under Alternative 2. According to GSA's 1997 FEIS, the proposed FDA facility 

consolidation will increase impervious area by approximately 29 acres on the main FDA site and 17 

acres on the remote parking area. Impervious areas increase the amount of runoff that is discharged 

into receiving streams. Cumulative impacts from the FDA site and SHA's Alternative 2 include 

increased levels of sedimentation, pollutants and thermal loading in receiving streams. Impacts 

from these increases in impervious areas would be mitigated through the use of stormwater best 

management practices during and after construction. Refer to GSA's 1997 FEIS regarding detailed 

proposed stormwater management facilities on the FDA site. 

Trends analysis (other than SHA's Alternative 2 and FDA's consolidation project) shows that 

development pressures continue to add stress to WUS habitat inside of the SCEA geographical 

boundary. According to the M-NCPPC forecasts, future population is expected to increase ten 

percent between the years 2000 and 2010 for Montgomery County and seven percent for the state of 

Maryland. 
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Overlay analysis shows that one of the vacant land parcels will occur in areas of WUS. The Dow 

Jones (15.76 acres) parcel, located on US 29, currently contains a small Technology and Business 

Park on a portion of the lot, and the rest is vacant. Future development of this parcel will transform 

the vacant portion of the parcel to residential use. However in order to provide protection of the 

existing stream valley, the plan recommends a 50-foot buffer be retained on the property to ensure 

compatibility with future residential development. The 1997 White Oak Master Plan identifies the 

need to protect and enhance the natural resources in order to sustain a stable and healthy biological 

environment. To minimize further degradation of WUS a number of laws and regulations are 

applicable to preserving this land in the future timeframe. They include: 

• Clean Water Act, Section 404 
• Clean Water Act, Section 401 (Water Quality Certification) 
• Maryland Waterway Construction Statute (COMAR) 26.17.04 
• Maryland Planning Act, 1992 

2.  Historic Resources 

Evaluation of historic resources included overlaying National Register of Historic Places and 

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties with the future land use scenario. One National Register 

Property (Rachel Carson House) and 11 properties (including the property listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places) listed in the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties are contained 

within the SCEA geographical boundary. These properties are shown on Figure V-6. 

a. Past 

Records show that trends in the elimination or protection of historic sites in the past timeframe are 

not readily available. Because of this, a past to present trend was not conducted for these resources. 

b. Future 

Future assessment of historic properties included overlaying future development on the locations of 

existing known historic properties. Overlay analysis indicated that no National Register of Historic 

Places or Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties listings would be affected by future 

development in the study area. 
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3. Recreational Facilities 

Data sources from the PROS Plan, ESRI Institution data set, and the Montgomery County ADC 

map identified eleven recreational facilities contained in the SCEA boundary (Figure V-6). 

a. Past 

Records show that trends in the elimination or protection of recreational facilities in the past 

timeframe are not readily available. Because of this, a past to present trend was not conducted for 

these resources. 

b. Future 

Future assessment of recreation facilities included overlaying future development on the locations 

of existing known recreational facilities. Overlay analysis determined no recreational facilities 

would be affected by future development. 

4. Conclusions 

a.  Waters of the US 

Waters of the US in the past to present time frame have experienced cumulative effects due to rapid 

residential and employment growth between 1980 and 2000. The rapid development has contributed 

to the loss of parkland and agricultural/vacant land inside the SCEA boundary. Despite the 

occurrence of cumulative effects to WUS, the style of growth that did occur is consistent with the 

goals set forth by the Montgomery County Master Plan. 

The development in the past timeframe occurred in a corridor designated for residential and 

commercial growth in the 1969 General Plan. The 1969 General Plan is an updated version of the 

1964 plan. This is based on the concept of Wedges and Corridors and is a general plan for the 

Maryland-Washington regional district for Montgomery and Prince George's County. 

No cumulative effects to WUS are expected to occur in the SCEA geographical boundary for the 

future time frame. Environmental and conservation programs/laws previously listed in section 

b.l.b. of the SCEA will minimize impacts from future development. 

Environmental Consequences 
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b. Historic Resources 

According to the 1997 FEIS, construction of the proposed new FDA headquarters will involve the 

demolition of nearly all of the 100 Area buildings within an area approximately 130 acres on the 

western portion of the site. Only Building 100, a Non-Contributing resource, and part of the Main 

Administration Building's facade (Building 1) will be retained within this area. As a result of the 

construction of the Remote Parking Facility on a 40 acre parcel near the center of the sight, 

additional 100 Area buildings, and some 200 Area buildings will also be demolished. 

Approximately 70 Contributing and 46 Non-Contributing historic district resources will be 

demolished within the 100 Area, and approximately four Contributing resources will be taken 

within the 200 Area.  Refer to GSA's 1997 FEIS regarding impacts to Historic Properties. 

SHA's Alternative 2 will have a direct permanent impact of 7.48 acres and 1.89 acres of temporary 

impact to the White Oak Golf Course, part of the NOL historic district. In addition, 0.48 acres of 

perpetual easement will be required for maintenance and access to two proposed outfall pipes. I 

SHA's proposed project does not require demolition of any buildings. The SHA determined that the 

impacts would have no adverse effect on the NOL Historic District, and the SHPO concurred with I 

this determination on January 14, 2002.    Therefore, SHA's project will have no additional 

cumulative effects to historic resources. H 

Cumulative effects are not expected to occur in the future timeframe due to national and county 

preservation regulations that protect historic resources. These regulations and preservation 

programs include the Master Phin for Montgomery County Historic Preservation, the Historic 

Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code and Section 4(f) of the U.S. 

Department of Transportation Act of 1966. Future development and transportation projects do not 

impact any of the historic resources, including the NOL Historic District, identified in the SCEA 

Boundary. 

c.   Recreational Facilities 

No cumulative effects to recreational facilities are expected to occur in the future timeframe. 

Potential impacts to recreation facilities due to population and employment growth would be 

minimized by local and national laws designed to protect public facilities used for recreation 

including 49 U.S.C. Section 303 and FHWA Regulation - 23 CFR 771.135. 

Environmental Consequences 
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VI. DRAFT SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION 

A. Introduction 
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (49 USC 303 (c)) permits the use 

of land from a significant publicly owned park or recreation area, wildlife refuge, or historic site (as 

determined by the officials having jurisdiction over the park, recreation area, refuge or site) only if 

there are no feasible and prudent alternatives to using that land. The action must also include all 

possible planning to minimize harm to the protected property resulting from this use. This 

document has been prepared in accordance with 23 CFR 771.135 and 49 U.S.C. 303. 

The requirements of Section 4(f) apply to this project because the Build Alternative would require 

use of land from the White Oak Golf Course. The White Oak Golf Course is a historic resource in 

the Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOL) Historic District, and is also classified as a publicly-owned 

public recreational land. The White Oak Golf Course is situated in the extreme western portion of 

GSA's property, immediately adjacent to MD 650. The proposed Build Alternative 2 would impact 

the golf course by widening MD 650 to the east, encroaching within the golf course boundary. As 

discussed in Chapter n, the MD 650 proposed improvements are necessary to accommodate 

additional highway traffic and capacity needs associated with future anticipated development in the 

area. FDA's consolidation will substantially contribute to the impact of traffic flow in this area. 

Therefore, impacts to this Section 4(f) resource are necessary to provide adequate transportation 

improvements to support the traffic needs associated with FDA's consolidation and other future 

projected new development that would add traffic to the MD 650 corridor. 

MD 650 is located in Montgomery County (Figure S-l). The study area extends along MD 650 

from Powder Mill Road north of US 29. Please refer to Chapter H in this EA for more detailed 

study area information. 

B. Proposed Action 
The selected action must address a variety of traffic congestion issues to satisfy the project purpose 

and need. The purpose of this project is to improve traffic operations for vehicles using MD 650 at 

Powder Mill Road and from Chalmers Road to north of US 29. The proposed action involves the 

widening of MD 650 from approximately Acres Drive to Chalmers Drive (Figure 111-3). Widening 
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will also occur on Powder Mill Road, Mahan Road and Lockwood Drive. The proposed scope of 

work includes the installation on the golf course of two stormwater management ponds, an access 

road, inlets and outfalls, landscaping, milling and resurfacing existing pavement, and construction 

of medians, curbs and gutters, bikeways, and sidewalks. The project also proposes to relocate 

Michelson Road to a new location across from Northwest Drive, to relocate and reconstruct the US 

29 southbound ramp, and to widen the US 29 northbound ramp. 

This project was initiated based on roadway transportation needs identified in GSA's 1997 FEIS 

since FDA's consolidation will substantially contribute to the impact of traffic flow in this area. The 

following necessary improvements were identified to mitigate traffic impacts associated with the 

FDA consolidation (1997 FEIS, Pages 4-108 through 4-110): 

• MD 650 at Michelson Road - These improvements include the addition of a turn lane along 

northbound MD 650 into the site. 

• MD 650 and Schindler Drive/Mahan Drive - These improvements include the addition of a 

channelized tum lane into the site; and extending the southbound turn lane on MD 650. 

• MD 650 at Lockwood Drive - These improvements include the widening of southbound 

MD 650 to accommodate the turning movements of tum lanes from the east leg of Powder 

Mill Road. 

• MD 650 at Lockwood Drive - These improvements involve reconfiguring the intersection to 

provide a tum lane on Lockwood Drive 

Additional traffic analyses [1998 Traffic Access Plan (General Services Administration); 

Transportation Improvement Feasibility Study (BMI, 1999); and Review of Transportation 

Improvements along New Hampshire Avenue (MD 650) (General Services Administration 2000)] 

were undertaken by Montgomery County and GSA to determine needed transportation roadway 

improvements to accommodate not only the FDA proposed development, but also other future 

projected new development at other locations in the vicinity that would add traffic to the MD 650 

corridor. These studies concluded that selected intersections would operate at an unacceptable level 

of service (LOS) with the proposed FDA consolidation and other projected new development. 
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SHA's proposed build alternative incorporates the necessary improvements identified in the 2000 

Review of Transportation Improvements Along MD 650 Report, which are based on the traffic needs 

associated with FDA's proposed development as well as other projected new development that 

would contribute traffic along this corridor. Further information regarding project purpose and need 

can be found in Chapter II. 

Alternative 1 - No-Build 

This alternative is being studied as a base line comparison to the Build Alternative (Figure 111-2). 

Alternative 1 would not provide any significant improvements to MD 650 from Powder Mill Road 

to north of US 29.   Any improvements would occur as part of normal maintenance and safety 

operations and would not measurably affect roadway capacity or address accident potential. 

Alternative 2 - Build Alternative 

Alternative 2 involves outside widening of MD 650 to provide an additional northbound through 

lane from Crest Haven Drive to the ramp to northbound US 29 (Figure 111-3).  Alternative 2 also 

considers intersection improvements at several locations in the MD 650 corridor.    Further 

information regarding Alternative 2 can be found in Chapter DI of the EA. 

C. Description of Section 4(f) Resources 

Photo 1: White Oak Golf Course Photo 2: White Oak Golf Course from MD 650 

The White Oak Golf Course is located on the east side of MD 650. In 1995, the closure of the 

former Naval Service Warfare Center (NSWC) on New Hampshire Avenue, in White Oak, 

Maryland, was announced as part of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990. The 
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White Oak Golf Course property, comprising 730 acres, includes a nine-hole golf course that served 

as a buffer area to the former naval activities at the installation on the golf course. The golf course 

was developed by an employees group in the 1950s, and was operated and maintained by the group 

for the exclusive use of their members. The employees group relinquished their control of the 

course effective January 1,1997. 

The Department of the Navy granted the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

(M-NCPPC) a temporary license to operate the golf course, and the course was opened to the public 

in July, 1997. The license was to continue following transfer of the administrative jurisdiction of 

the NSWC from the Navy to the General Services Administration (GSA), on October 18, 1997 and 

remained in place until the M-NCPPC and the GSA entered into a service contract for the golf 

course. The term of the service contract expired on October 31, 2000. The M-NCPPC is currently 

negotiating with the GSA to continue operating the course during the planning process for long- 

term improvements to the course. 

The golf course is within the US Naval Ordinance Laboratory (NOL) Historic District (M: 33-25), 

which is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) (January 14, 2002). 

The White Oak Golf Course is a historic resource in the NOL Historic District, and has been a 

contributing element dating to 1952. The golf course is personally important to many former and 

current employees as a major achievement because all costs associated with the venture were borne 

by the members, with no Navy-appointed funds used for its construction and maintenance. Initially, 

membership was restricted to military and civilian employees of NOL, the Army's Harry Diamond 

Laboratory and employees of tenant activities at NOL. For community relations, membership was 

opened to residents in the surrounding communities by the 1960s. The current golf course property 

boundary generally follows the line established for the buffer area and plays to about 2,400 yards. 

D. Impacts on Section 4(f) Resources 

The proposed improvements will result in an impact within the White Oak Golf Course boundary. 

Such impacts constitute a Section 4(f) "use" as defined in 23 CFR 771.135 (Section 4(f)) (49 U.S.C. 

303). As previously mentioned, the requirements of Section 4(f) apply to this project because the 

Build Alternative would require use of land from the White Oak Golf Course, which is classified as 
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a historic resource in the NOL Historic District, and is also classified as a publicly-owned public 

recreational land. SHA requested a no adverse effect determination for this project from the State 

Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). The SHPO concurred with SHA's no adverse effect 

determination (January 14, 2002). Please refer to Page VH-lb in Chapter VII, Other Agency 

Correspondence. The following summarizes impacts to the Section 4(f) resource: 

Alternative 1 (No-Build) - The No-Build Alternative would have no impact on the White Oak Golf 

Course. 

Alternative 2 (Build) - Alternative 2 would impact the White Oak Golf Course property (Figure 

111-3). The impacts would occur along the western perimeter of the property, parallel to MD 650. 

This alternative would impact the golf course by widening MD 650 to the east, encroaching within 

the golf course boundary. Impacts to this Section 4(f) resource are necessary to provide adequate 

transportation improvements to support the traffic needs associated with FDA's consolidation and 

other future projected new development in the area. 

These impacts would occur as a result of the proposed widening of MD 650 for an additional 

northbound through lane along MD 650, and the turn lane from northbound MD 650 to the 

proposed relocated Michelson Road. Additional property impacts would occur for the proposed 

relocated Michelson Road. Relocated Michelson Road is proposed south of its current location. 

The relocated road would shift Michelson Road/MD 650 intersection approximately 550 feet south, 

across from Northwest Drive. 

Impacts to the Section 4(f) resource will occur as a result of two proposed stormwater management 

(SWM) facilities within the White Oak Golf Course property. SHA determined that the SWM 

ponds are the most feasible alternative for managing stormwater runoff as opposed to the 

altOemative of excavating portions of MD 650 for placement of stormwater drainage pipes parallel 

to northbound MD 650. One of the SWM facilities would be located on the southern portion of the 

golf course, and would be approximately 1.59 acres in size. An additional facility would be located 

on the northern section of the property, north of the proposed relocated Michelson Road, and would 
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be approximately 1.24 acres in size. Both permanent and temporary impacts to the golf course 

would occur as a result of the proposed roadway improvements and stormwater management 

facilities. 

The impacts described in this section quantify the impacts to the White Oak Golf Course property. 

GSA and M-NCPPC are currently redesigning the golf course layout in conjunction with the SHA's 

proposed roadway widening. The necessary MD 650 widening improvements will, therefore, 

require impacting the existing golf course layout, while also affecting the redesign layout. 

Realignment of the golf course (by GSA and M-NCPPC) will require impacting mature trees and 

development of a forest conservation plan (by GSA and M-NCPPC) for approval by the Maryland 

Department of Natural Resources. Forest conservation requirements to be completed by GSA and 

M-NCPPC have the potential of reducing the size of developable areas on the site designated for 

use by the FDA, GSA and the golf course. 

Federal land transfers are applicable for this project since "the provisions of this subpart apply to 

any project undertaken with funds for the National Highway System. When FHWA determines that 

a strong Federal transportation interest exists, these provisions may also be applied to highway 

projects that are eligible for Federal-aid under Chapters 1 and 2 of title 23, of the United States 

Code, and to highway-related transfers that are requested by a State in conjunction with a military 

base closure under the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990" (CFR 23, Chapter I, 

Part 710.601). Chapter DI includes mapping depicting the relationship between the Section 4(f) 

resource boundary to the proposed build alternative. 

Proposed Right-of Way 

The proposed improvements would require 7.48 acres of permanent impact and 1.89 acres of 

temporary impact to the golf course property. In addition, 0.48 acres of perpetual easement will be 

required for maintenance and access to two proposed outfall pipes. Section 4(f) impacts will result 

not only from the roadway widening, but also from the installation of two stormwater management 

ponds. Permanent impacts would be necessary for construction of the proposed roadway, roadway 

embankment and the stormwater management facilities, and will require SHA to acquire 7.48 of 

acres of right-of-way from the White Oak Golf Course property (Table VI-1). 
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Table VI-1 
Summary of Impacts tothe White Oak Golf Course 

Temporary Easement 

The proposed improvements would also require temporarily impacting 1.89 acres of the golf course 

property. Types of temporary impacts necessary for construction of the project include areas 

needed to temporarily install erosion and sediment control measures during construction (removed 

immediately after construction) and areas needed for construction access to allow construction 

equipment on site to construct the roadway, embankments and stormwater management facilities. 

In general, temporary impacts extend approximately 15 feet beyond SHA's proposed right-of-way, 

and will not result in modification to existing terrain. These temporary impacts require SHA to 

obtain temporary use concurrence from agencies with jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) property. 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determined that the requirements of Section 4(f) 

do not apply to the temporary use of a publicly-owned public recreational area when officials with 

jurisdiction over the resource indicate their agreements with the five criteria outlined below. As 

part of this project, SHA formally requested temporary use concurrence from GSA, M-NCPPC and 

MHT since these agencies have jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) property. GSA currently owns the 

property, M-NCPPC uses and maintains the golf course, and MHT has jurisdiction over NOL 

historic districts. All of these agencies (M-NCPPC, MHT, and GSA) concurred that the 

requirements of Section 4(f) would not apply this instance based on the following criteria: 

• The duration of the use will be temporary and less than the time needed for construction of 
the project. 

The temporary use of the NOL golf course for grading will be completed prior to the final 
completion of the MD 650 improvements. 
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• The ownership of the property will not change or result in the retention of long term or 
indefinite interests in the land for transportation purposes. 

The ownership of the NOL golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA right-of-way will 
remain with GSA, leased by the M-NCPPC, and will continue to be maintained by M-NCPPC. 

• The scope of the work will be minor, in which the nature and magnitude of the changes to 
the resource will be minimal. 

Temporary use of the NOL golf course property will be required due to grading within the vicinity 
of the proposed stormwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and access roads. This will 
require approximately 1.89 acres of temporary easement from GSA within the NOL Historic 
District. 

• There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be 
interference with the activities or purposes of the resource, on either a temporary or 
permanent basis. 

The temporary grading will not adversely impact the front area that was created to provide a 
physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the main complex. Overall, it is 
anticipated that there will be no interference with the activities or purposes of the NOL golf course, 
on either a temporary or permanent basis. 

• The land being used will be fully restored, in that the resource will be returned to a 
condition, which is at least as good as that at which existed prior to the project. 

The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to an acceptable condition upon 
completion of grading. Mature trees will be avoided to the extent possible. If any mature trees 
require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the appropriate tree species 
upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC. 

Perpetual Easement 

The proposed improvements would also require SHA to obtain 0.48 acres of perpetual easement for 

maintenance and facility access of the outfall pipes for the two proposed stormwater management 

facilities. The outfall pipes would extend from each of the stormwater management facilities, drain 

east through the golf course property, and outfall into a small waterway also located on golf course 

property (see Figure 111-3). A perpetual easement is unavoidable at these two locations to allow 

SHA to maintain these outfall pipes, which extend through the existing golf course. 
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E. Avoidance and Minimization Alternatives 

In addition to the No-Build Alternative, three other avoidance alternatives were developed to avoid 

impacting the White Oak Golf Course. SHA's proposed Alternative 2 is considered a minimization 

alternative because the design was modified extensively since the preliminary alternative to 

minimize Section 4(f) impacts. 

1. Minimization Alternative 

Alternative 2 (SHA 's Proposed Build Alternative) 

The detailed design of Alternative 2 is included in Chapter HI (Figure 111-3). The following 
minimization design techniques have been incorporated into SHA's proposed build alternative: 

• The design radii of the relocated Michelson Road were tightened to the maximum extent in 
order to reduce impacts to the golf course. 

• The acceleration lane from Mahan Drive to northbound MD 650 was eliminated, thus reducing 
Section 4(f) impacts. 

• The deceleration lane from the firehouse to Mahan Drive was condensed to minimum capacity, 
which reduced Section 4(f) impacts. 

• The proposed stormwater management facility south of Mahan Drive was shifted and modified 
in shape to minimize impacts and to blend with the redesign plans of the golf course. 

2. Avoidance Alternatives 

Alternative 1 (No-Build) 

Alternative 1 would not provide any significant improvements to MD 650 from Powder Mill Road 

to north of US 29, and would therefore not impact the White Oak Golf Course (Figure 7/7-2). 

Avoidance Alternative 1 
Avoidance Alternative 1 holds the existing eastern curb line of existing MD 650 to avoid direct 

impacts to the golf course. This alternative proposes widening MD 650 to the west, towards the 

community of Burnt Mills (Figure VI-1). This would require the elimination of the landscaped 

buffer area between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD 650. This 

alternative would require the existing service road parallel to MD 650 to be eliminated. The 

elimination of the service road would require residents to enter their driveways directly from MD 

650, thus compromising safety. 
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This alternative would consist of four 12-foot northbound lanes, three 12-foot southbound lanes and 

an 18-foot grassed median on MD 650. Where left turns are proposed, there would be a 6-foot 

monolithic median. The southbound lanes would continue to allow access to each of the side 

streets. Schindler Drive would be the sole point of access for left turns into the Burnt Mills 

Community. Turns would no longer be allowed from the northbound lanes into Northwest Drive, 

McCeney Avenue, Ruppert Road and Cresthaven Drive. Lockwood Road would provide alternate 

access to the community. Table VI-2 summarizes the impacts associated with this avoidance 

alternative. 

Table VI-2 
Avoidance Alternative 1 Impacts 
^tilnipact Category 

:«<*.-$•".V-*<"-i • •..-.•   ••..•r'i,'.'":.-'*V..-.      '."      ' 
Avoidance Alternative 1 Impacts 

Noise Noise levels would remain approximately the same or slightly increase, due to the 
change in distance between the receiver and source. Sound barriers to mitigate traffic 
noise impacts would remain not feasible or reasonable due to access and sight distance 
issues for driveways and cross streets entering MD 650. 

Air Moving the roadway alignment closer to the Burnt Mills Community may result in a 
slight increase of CO concentrations for homes located along the existing service road. 

Cost (In Millions)* $16,298,575 

landscaped Buffer This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the landscaped buffer 
area between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD 
650. 

Displacements 
• Residential 
• Commercial 

This alternative has the potential to impact four residents located along MD 650, 
between Ruppert Drive and Cresthaven Drive, and has the potential to displace two 
commercial properties located at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection. 

Right-of-Way 
Acquisition 

Considerable right-of-way acquisitions would be required from adjacent residential 
and commercial properties. Additional right-of-way acquisition would also be 
required (beyond what is depicted in Figure VI-1) for bikeways, pathways and 
stormwater management facilities. 

Local Traffic The introduction of a median on MD 650 and elimination of the service road would 
result in changes to local traffic patterns, as traffic from the Burnt Mill Community 
would only have access to/from northbound MD 650 via Schindler Drive. This may 
result in increased traffic levels on the local community street system. 

Safety (Elimination of 
Service Road) 

The elimination of the service road would require residents to enter their driveways 
directly from MD 650, thus compromising safety. 

* Cost Estimates are Based on Average Cost Per Mile Estimates for Roadway Construction, June 1996, and do not include Right-of- 
Way Costs. 

The MD 650/Mahan Road/Schindler Road intersection would serve as the primary access to and 

from the GSA property. A double left turn lane is proposed to accommodate the predicted heavy 

left turn movement from southbound MD 650 to Mahan Road during the morning peak hour. 
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Existing Michelson Road would remain open, but would not accommodate significant traffic due to 

its proximity to the Lockwood Drive intersection limits its usefulness. 

Avoidance Alternative 2 
Avoidance Alternative 2 also holds the existing eastern curb line of MD 650 to avoid direct impact 

to the Section 4(f) property, and proposes widening the facility towards the community of Burnt 

Mills (Figure VI-1). This would require the elimination of the landscaped buffer area between the 

southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road.   This alternative would require the existing 

service road parallel to MD 650 to be eliminated. The elimination of the service road would require 

residents to access their driveways from MD 650, thus compromising safety. 

This alternative would consist of three northbound and southbound lanes on MD 650 (Figure VI-1). 

Mahan Road would serve as the primary access to and from the GSA property. Left turns to and 

from Mahan Road would be accommodated through underground ramps. Existing Michelson Road 

will remain open, but would function as right in/right out only. 

The southbound lanes would continue to allow access to each of the side streets. Schindler Drive 

would be the sole point of access for left turns into the Burnt Mills Community. Turns would no 

longer be allowed from the northbound lanes into Northwest Drive, McCeney Avenue, Ruppert 

Road, Cresthaven Drive or the White Oak Center. Double northbound turn lanes would also be 

provided at Lockwood Drive. As in Avoidance Alternate 1, Lockwood Drive would provide 

alternate access to the community. Table VI-3 summarizes the impacts associated with this 

avoidance alternative. 

Avoidance Alternative 3 

Avoidance Alternative 3 also holds the existing eastern curb line of MD 650 to avoid Section 4(f) 

impacts, and proposes widening the facility towards the community of Burnt Mills (Figure VI-2). 

This alternative would require the elimination of the landscaped buffer area between the southbound 

lanes of MD 650 and the service road; 
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This alternative would consist of three 12-foot northbound lanes, three 12-foot southbound lanes 

and an 18-foot median on MD 650. Where left turns are proposed, there would be a six-foot 

monolithic median. The southbound lanes would continue to allow access to each of the side 

streets. Left turns into the Burnt Mills Community would be allowed at Schindler Drive, Ruppert 

Road and Cresthaven Drive. Northwest Drive and McCeney Drive would be right in/right out only. 

Table VI-4 summarizes the impacts associated with this avoidance alternative. 

Table VI-3 
voidance Alternative 21m pacts 

,       Impact Category > ';                                 •   Avoidance Atterhatiye-2:Impacte;V;rv^^ 

Noise Noise levels would remain approximately the same or slightly increase, due to the 
change in distance between the receiver and source. Sound barriers to mitigate traffic 
noise impacts would remain not feasible or reasonable due to access and sight 
distance issues for driveways and cross streets entering MD 650. 

Air CO concentrations may increase slightly for the homes located along the existing 
service road and there may be a potential increase in CO as a result of the 
underground ramps. 

Cost (In Millions)* $24,807,732 

landscaped Buffer This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the landscaped buffer 
area between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD 
650. 

Displacements 
.    Residential 
.    Commercial 

This alternative has the potential to impact four residents located along MD 650, 
between Ruppert Drive and Cresthaven Drive, and has the potential to displace two 
commercial properties located at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection. 

Right-of-Way 
Acquisition 

Considerable right-of-way acquisitions would be required from adjacent residential 
and commercial properties.    Additional right-of-way acquisition would also be 
required (beyond what is depicted in Figure VI-1) for bikeways, pathways and 
stormwater management facilities. 

Local Traffic The introduction of a median on MD 650 and elimination of the service road would 
result in changes to local traffic patterns, as traffic from the Burnt Mill Community 
would only have access to/from northbound MD 650 via Schindler Drive. This may 
result in increased traffic levels on the local community street system. 

Safety (Elimination of 
Service Road) 

The elimination of the service road would require residence to enter their driveways 
directly from MD 650, thus compromising safety. 

* Cost Estimates are Based on Average Cost Per Mile Estimates for Roadway Construction, June 1996, and do not include Right-of- 
Way Costs. 

Access to the GSA property would be allowed at both Mahan Drive and Michelson Road. 

However, left turns lanes on MD 650 would be one lane only. Avoidance Alternative 3 would also 

include a four-lane road connecting Michelson Road and Lockwood Drive (Figure VI-2). This 

proposed roadway is intended to provide an entrance directly into the northern parking lot from 

Lockwood Drive. 
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F. Measures to Minimize Harm 

A variety of measures were incorporated into the proposed build alternative to minimize harm to the 

White Oak Golf Course. Please refer to Section E of this document for details regarding 

minimization design strategies associated with Alternative 2 (SHA's Proposed Build Alternative) 

for minimizing impacts to the Section 4(f) property. 

jit 

Table VI-4 
Avoidance Alternative 3 Im pacts 

Impact'Gal^goryilfe <, 

Noise Noise levels would remain approximately the same or slightly lower, due to the 
reduction in traffic volume. Sound barriers to mitigate traffic noise impacts would 
remain not feasible or reasonable due to access and slight distance issues for 
driveways and cross streets entering MD 650. 

Air Residents along southbound MD 650 may experience a sight increase in CO 
concentrations as a result of the realignment location closer to homes; however, 
traffic volume on MD 650 may be reduced slighdy as a result of the additional 
access road to the FDA facility from Lockwood Drive. Properties may be affected 
as a result of the four-lane connector road between Michelson Road and Lockwood 
Drive. 

Cost (In Millions)* $19,354,541 

landscaped Buffer This Avoidance Alternative would require the elimination of the landscaped buffer 
area between the southbound lanes of MD 650 and the service road parallel to MD 
650. 

Displacements 
.    Residential 
.    Commercial 

This alternative has the potential to impact four residents located along MD 650, 
between Ruppert Drive and Cresthaven Drive.  This alternative has the potential to 
displace two commercial properties at the MD 650/Lockwood Drive intersection, 
and two businesses on Lockwood Drive east of the MD 650/Lockwood Drive 
intersection. 

Right-of-Way 
Acquisition 

Additional right-of-way acquisition would also be required (beyond what is depicted 
in Figure VI-2) for bikeways, pathways and stormwater management facilities. 

Local Traffic Since a majority of the forecast trips to the FDA site originate south and west of the 
MD 650 corridor, the proposed connector to the northeast of the corridor may not 
adequately address the arrival pattern of site traffic. The proposed connection is also 
located 600 feet from the MD 650/Lockood Drive intersection, approximately the 
same distance as the existing MD 650/Michelson Road intersection. 

Safety (Elimination of 
Service Road) 

The service road would not be impacted with this Avoidance Alternative. 

* Cost Estimates are Based on Average Cost Per Mile Estimates for Roadway Construction, June 1996, and do not include Right-of- 
Way Costs. 
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G. Mitigation 

Impacts to the Section 4(f) resource will be mitigated through the use of landscape improvements 

(Figure VI-3). While recognizing the recreational use this property serves, landscape elements are 

being incorporated into the mitigation landscape plan that will blend with the redesign plans for the 

White Oak Golf Course. SHA, in coordination with M-NCPPC and GSA, is incorporating a 

mitigation landscape plan into the final design plans. The final mitigation plan is being designed to 

be consistent with the redesign of the golf course. Landscape elements include street trees, 

evergreen buffers, ornamental planting beds and ornamental stormwater management 

enhancements. 

In conjunction with LABQUEST, a Landscaping Focus Group was formed to discuss landscaping 

issues within the MD 650 corridor. The Landscaping Focus Group consisted of private citizens and 

community representatives, along with the President of LABQUEST. The purpose of this focus 

group is to discuss proposed landscaping along the MD 650 corridor. SHA coordinated with M- 

NCPPC and GSA directly in developing a mitigation landscape plan that will blend with the 

redesigned golf course. 

SHA, GSA and M-NCPPC must determine the extent of landscaping maintenance each party is 

willing to commit to so that it may be accounted for in the design process. A temporary 8-foot fence 

will be constructed by SHA between the proposed sidewalk and stormwater management facilities. 

The purpose of the temporary 8-foot fence is to provide a buffer between the golfers and the 

construction site, and also to prevent deer from approaching MD 650. The new permanent fence 

will be installed prior to removing the temporary fence. Also, the recreational use of the property as 

a golf course is being considered in the landscape design. The following summarizes SHA's 

proposed Section 4(f) mitigation: 

• Golf Course Gateways- The Golf Course has two proposed entrances along MD 650, which 

are Mahan Drive and the relocated Michelson Road. These driveways will be landscaped to 

provide a gateway effect and in accordance with the surrounding area. Additional 

ornamental species will be added to the gateways in order to enhance the visual effects. 

These plantings include flowering trees and shrubs along the driveways and in the medians. 

More plantings would be focused in the area of the gateway to help add visual interest. 
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SIDEWALK 
LARGE STREET TREE 
I.E. MAPLE, OAK, ASH, SYCAMORE, LOCUST, GINKCO 
LINDEN, SWEET GUM, ELM, ZELKOVA 

SMALL STREET TREE 
IE. CHERRY, CRABAPPLE, GOLDEN RAIN  TREE, HAWTHORN, 
HORNBEAM, TREE LILAC, SERVICEBERRY, YELLOWWOOD 

EVERGREEN TREE 
I.E. WHITE PINE, AMERICAN HOLLY, HEMLOCK FJR 
CYPRESS, ARBORVITAE, CEDAR, SPRUCE 

ORNAMENTAL  TREE 
/.£, CHERRY, CRABAPPLE, GOLDENRAIN TREE, HAWTHORN, 
TREE ULAQ MAGNOLIA, SERVICEBERRY, RIVER BIRCH 

ORNAMENTAL SHRUB 
l£. EUONYMOUS, JUNIPER, INKBERRY, CORALBERRY, 
POTENITLLA, DOGWOOD, SWEETSPIRE 

WETLAND  SHRUB 
IE SWAMP AZALEA. CLETHRA, SWEETSPIRE, SEA MYRTLE 
SWAMP ROSE SP1CEBUSH, INKBERRY 

SWM   WILDFLOWER SEEDING 
I£.J0E-PYE WEED, ASTER, MILKWEED, REDTOP, IRIS, 
BLACK-EYED SYSAN, LOBEUA, BEE BALM, PHLOX 

% PERENNIAL GROUND  COVER 
I.E, DAYULLY, CORALBELL, URIOPE, PANICUM, FESTUCA 
SEDUM. COREOPSIS, FOAMFLOWER, PENNISETUM 

ADDITIONAL RIGHT OF WAY 
ALL DISTURBED AREAS OUTSIDE PLANTING BEDS AND 

PAVED AREAS WILL BE SEEDED   WITH GRASS SEED 
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Ornamental planting beds will include flowering trees, shrubs, perennials and annuals with 

an evergreen backdrop. Using species with various bloom periods and seasonal interest 

would provide year-round enhancements. 

Golf Course Edge- The golf course is sensitive to visual impacts. It is important to buffer 

intrusive views in order to maintain the golf course's visual integrity. A landscaped buffer 

will be added along the edge of the property to help create an aesthetically pleasing 

atmosphere and to block intrusive views of the highway. The buffer would extend between 

the northern property limit to relocated Michelson Road, between relocated Michelson Road 

and Mahan Drive and between Mahan Drive and the southern property limit. The landscape 

buffer consists of earthen berms, evergreen trees, shade trees, ornamental trees and shrubs 

and decorative perennial planting beds. In addition, SHA will install a temporary eight-foot 

chain link fence at the limit of disturbance on the golf course along MD 650 prior to 

removing the existing fence. The new permanent fence will be installed prior to removing 

the temporary fence. 

Stormwater Management Facilities- The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) 

requires that SHA provide stormwater management, and the proposed locations fall within 

the Section 4(f) impacted area. The locations are south of Mahan Drive and north of 

relocated Michelson Road. These facilities would become additional aesthetic features to 

the golf course. The stormwater management facilities are currently being designed as bio- 

retention ponds. These ponds generally drain fairly quickly (usually within 24 hours). 

Under the most severe conditions, retained water will seldom, if ever, remain for more than 

72 hours, and the standing water will never be greater than 12-inches deep. Ornamental 

plantings are proposed along the bench of the pond and along the slopes above the lower 

pool. Species being incorporated into the landscaping design plan have been carefully 

selected to provide an aesthetic feature to the golf course, while also considering hydrologic 

and shade/sunlight tolerances. Proposed plantings generally occur along the bench of the 

ponds and along the slopes above the lower pool. Plant species currently proposed include 

Allegany serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis), river birch (Betula nigra), Virginia sweetspire 

(Itea virginicia), and inkberry (Ilex glabra). 
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• Sidewalks and Bike Paths- Sidewalk and bike path areas along the corridor will help connect 

users to the golf course. The sidewalk and bike path areas will be attractive routes for the 

alternate modes of travel. These routes will be completely ADA-compatible and may be 

enhanced with additional landscaping. Landscape opportunities include the use of street 

trees along the route to add color and shade. A setback is also provided for in the design in 

order to allow users a comfortable buffer between the path and the road. The buffer will be 

enhanced with additional trees and shrubs. 

• Streetscaping- The MD 650 road improvements will include streetscape features to enhance 

the corridor. Roadside enhancement areas include medians and setbacks as well as the 

sidewalks, bike paths, stormwater management facilities and golf course gateways and 

buffers. Median and setback enhancements include an allee of trees, ornamental shrubs and 

groundcovers, pavers and other aesthetic features. These features would provide a more 

attractive setting for the corridor and the golf course. 

H. Coordination 

Coordination with the MHT was undertaken to identify and evaluate historically significant 

properties and archeological resources in the project study corridor and to determine the effect of 

the build alternatives on these resources. Correspondence from MHT regarding the Section 106 

process is contained in Chapter VII of the EA. On October 19, 2001, SHA requested MHT to 

concur that the project will have no adverse effect on the White Oak Golf Course. On January 14, 

2002, the MHT provided their concurrence. 

As previously mentioned, SHA will continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC and GSA regarding the 

Section 4(f) mitigation plan. 

Lastly, the SHA coordinated with the M-NCPPC, MHT and GSA regarding the temporary use of 

the White Oak Golf Course property for fine grading and construction access. All of these agencies 

concurred with the temporary use criteria and agreed that the proposed improvements will not result 

in permanent or adverse impacts to the golf course property. All correspondence is included in 

Chapter VII. 
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Comments and Coordination 
Elected Officials Correspondence 

Correspondence To: From: Reference 
No. 

Provided Suggestions/Improvements 
for the FDA Consolidation 

The Honorable Senator 
Arthur Dorman 

Calverton Citizens 
Association 

VIM 

Funding and Appropriations for the 
FDA Consolidation 

Ms. Betsy L. Bretz, 
Chairperson of LABQUEST 

Barbara A. Mikulski, 
United States Senator 

VII-2 

Thanking Mikulski for Attending the 
Ground Breaking Ceremony for 
White Oak 

The Honorable Barbara A. 
Mikulski 

LABQUEST Partnership VII-3 
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/.nettings and otHtr 
alarm d i\bout tht 
that this facility vU 

frcn AM C.CJL. he** bttn aotnding LAJBQUEST 
putBe ktertng} ovtr the part thrt* Jiarr and have bttn 

I ut of ccKcint for the aatountofntflcfiom the East 
[tntrtat. 

As .oev tnvw, 
prcpostd Jociiiiy art 
impact of, the dtrtk pm< 

TJu CCA. r> 
mtnt TtaiibiliQ 
faridng Ctmenif 
March 23, 1997 

marts insustestoas In the ana to the East of this 
atrtady failed inttrttaUns and hart ytt to feet the fall 

ent at "Wtst Farm, Kderwoed Vmagt and Cross Crttk. 

•• pnseMtan'w have rrriewtd the Transponasion Improve- 
Stu 1j prepared on Manlt 30, 1999 by B.M.I. end also the 
Riport prepared by Gerove/Slade Associates, Inc., dated 

nlt ling to the FJ3JL cansoUdtaion. 

We Usagnt Math tht auumptiont In both nperts that only 10% of the 
traffic wL' tmtr Fj>^.. from the Eats. 

r#» :s  zt is'is :a yt ten wcc.u 

\ll-l 

ITie Federal employers already on site and rtpresensativti from the 
union teprtstnta£ves offururt wariurs as this sile, rectnlty tmjtifUd that 

• accordi ig to tt'ttOf otmhtrzhip rvlls, more than 25% ef workers wilt come 
from tht East and tfus a signtflcansty greatrr percentage ef ritisars unfl also 
come ft om the East. 

I III addiaon 'xo 6,200 FJf^L employees amd 1,000 visitors a vteK this 
site has the potential for S50,000 squart feet of office space for commercial 
devttopinenZ. j 

Summing ail these factors, the CCA. sees total gridlock along Cherry 
Bill Rot'd, Po\fdt. • MUl Scad, and Calverton Boulevard.   We do not bedeve 
that the saall fitt tr road now envisioned to go from the rear of the T.DJL. 
site to Cherry '3111 Rood fast inside the Montgomery County Ene it capable of 
handHay tht potti Hal traffic from Vds site. 

G.S-t- andFJ>-A. do not vaht to fend the nttnsary transportation 
infrastneture to the East and have, therefore, proposed only this meager road 
a_ytrjjlv}jt dutantjjp the.Eastft,Cherry BBlRoad. . .     .._ 

The CCA- has the following recommendations to mate wfdeh we 
believe Mill aBeriaie some oftheuconctms the!-B*ksvaie,—Adelphi and' 
CWvtnoit cMztna here regarding this FJDJL. coesoOdasion. 

i 

1. That the 'Maryland Department of Transportation - State Highway 
Adirdnistration tote overfull responsibility for the overall 
trartsponasion planning for this project. 

2.   That 
Cherry 
Road 

eonsdderasion i 

n 

^_^        ** ghen to an entrance ramp from I~9S to 
SSH Road and an etfrvss ramp from Cherry HMO 
1-9S. 

That tJie f roposed eastern exit out ofFJ>Ji. be at the InUnection 
of Towder Mill Road end Cherry BUI Road since there already is 
an exit at this site today. 

-t* :s -st :s=M «8 ff* ten MCE. OS 



4    That a ncrOum art from FJ).A- to U.S. Rt. 29 to an existing 
iattnfCUon I* ttructmitd so that toru rtStfa given to tht 
interttcdoiB ef ffctv Bampntdrt Artniu and St. 29 and Sn» 
Htrmpshirt Avenvt end Loctwood Mve. 

Vt undint aid your support qf A* Govtmor and our rtprtsantaiva at 
• tht ftdi ral U^vt, >ut utdus wt gtt a lot of .support fnm all eonctmtd tfure it 
going A b* total gridlock in our ana for all rtsidtnxs and also for thai 
lFJ)-A. tmpbjia: 

Sinctnly yours. 

Charirs T. Brannam 
Prtsidtnl 

t:c: StnttorPantSfirbants 
yfix: Sena tor Barbara MQMtsJd. 

itc: Conintsman 1 ftaiy Boytr 
ix: Cant rasmat Albert Wynn 
KC: LAJ-QVSST 
ea XartLt Coailty 
cc: Xrrvt Xtnntdj 
re: Mori m Darenpart 

*iz s^e cers 

BARBAflA A. MIKULSKI sumw 
wAs»«iJcior«. oc 3oi w^on 

TOO. l»7)714-ef» •Bnitfd ^t9tes gmu 
WASHING10N, DC J051&-2O03 

May  2,    2000 

Ms.  Betsy L.  aretz 
Chairperson 
IJABOUEST Community Partnership 
10733  KinJoch Rd. 
Silver Spring,   Maryland     20903 

Dear Ma.   Bretz: 

•rnsnn yoti for ycur Kina" word's ab&ut ray worx r"br the Food and 
Drug Adminiatration (F3A) conEoliaation at white Oak.  I 
appreciate your support - thanks for taking the time to write. 

As you may knew; I strongly support the President's request 
of $101.2 miilicn Jar the FOA consolidation in the Fiscal Year 
2001 AppropHatlsns.  You can count on me to contirrue to fight 
for this funding as I work on appropriations during this session 
of Congress.  I look forward to working with you this year on 
this extremely important project. 

Thanks again for contacting me.  As always, please let me 
know if 1 can ever be of service to you and the LABQUEST 
Community partnership. I   

Sincerely, 

/&4«rS/fa<>Cc&6s 
. BarbRTa. ft. MJLVul.nk.1-.. • 
United States Senator 

EAM:mkh 

simfw fUUFW 
WOMiDTBAMCrNTM WWfSTSIftEtT 

ANhUfOT «. MO 31«0W4«* G<UtN«tlT, MPr&TJO-HOT U'O! JO-im (Ml>3*»-Mf7 

M WT»1 VMSNDICTON htPltr 
MAGt»*10WtJ.Mt>flT4ft.«« 
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mm Mti jno« o*vt 
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LABQUEST PARTNERSHIP 
10733 KJNLOCH ROAD SILVER SPRING, MD 20903 

October 17,2000 

The Honorable Baibara MilcuJski 
U.S: Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Mikulski: 

On behalf of our LABQUEST Partnership, I wanted to express my sincere thanks to you 
for participating in last week's groundbreaking ceremoqy at White Oak and, more importantly, 
for your leadership in the Senate Appropriations Committee in ensuring that adequate funding 
for phase 11 of the FDA consolidation is included in the FY 2001 GSA budget. 

It was with a sense of great satisfaction and relief that we noted the Senate's approval on 
October 12 of the legislative package containing the GSA budget, with the $92.1 million in new 
construction funds for the next phase of the FDA project 

We look forward to working with you and your staff in the months ahead in order to 
assure that sufficient fiinding for phase m is included in the budget of the incoming 
Administration arid approved by Congress. 

Meanwhile, thank you, again, for your continuing support and for all the nice things you 
said at last week's ceremony. 

Yours truly. 

Betsy B; 
Chairperson 

Vn-3 
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No. 

Focus Group Correspondence 
Verbal comments received at LABQUEST 
meetings 

VII-la 

Public Correspondence 
Comment on property locating within the 
study area 

George and Mary 
McLaughlin 

SHA VII-2a 

Comments on Improvement Study CHI Centers Inc. Ms. Betsy Bretz, 
LABQUEST 

Vll-Sa 

Comments on Improvements and FDA 
Consolidation 

Burnt Mills Hills 
Citizen Association 

Memorandum for 
Record 

VII-4a 

Alternates Public Workshop 
Written comments received following MD 
650 Public Information Meeting on 9/10/01 

Vn-5a 

Meeting Summary Report of 9/10/2001 Vn-6a 



n? 
Verbal Comments Received from LABQUEST Members 

• •• :: NAME   . Representing Comment . 

Mr. Denny Broud 
National Treasury 
Employees Union 
(N'iEU), Chapter 282 

Mr. Broud noted that, because of flexible working hours, FDA 
employees will be arriving and departing at staggered times. 

Dr. Alan Lovell 
Chief executive 
Officer of CHI 

Spoke regarding transportation-related problems during peak 
traffic hours on New Hampshire Avenue and the need for 
sidewalks to accommodate persons with disabilities. CHI asked 
for LABQUEST support on both of these vital issues. 

Colonel Richard Price 
RAB co-Chairman 
and local resident 

Asked when percentages of the 90% of FDA commuters using 
the western approach would be coming from the north and about 
half from the south. Response stated that about half of the 90% 
would be coming from the north and about half from the south. 

Mr. Bob Voisinet 
Air Force Wind 
Tunnel 

Expressed concerns that too much attention is being focused on 
the western approaches to White Oak and not enough on the 
eastern side. For example, he pointed out that 70% of current 
wind tunnel employees commute from the east side of the base. 
This is the time to take action on these considerations since the 
transportation improvements will set the stage for future 
development, he stated. 

Mr. Charles Brannan 
President of the 
Calverton Citizens 
Association 

Voiced concern about what he described as an imbalance 
between the western and eastern approaches to White Oak. He 
recommended that there be a new look at the assumptions that 
were utilized in reaching the conclusion that 90% of the FDA 
commuters would come from the west during the early stages of 
the relocation. He expressed belief that such assumptions are no 
longer valid. 

Dr. Alan Lovell 
Chief executive 
Officer of CHI 

Expressed his hope that, as part of the planned transportation 
improvements along New Hampshire Avenue, consideration is 
given to the need for sidewalks that will accommodate people 
using wheelchairs, particularly from the CHI's Hillandale Center 
to the White Oak Shopping Center. He also noted the heavy 
traffic congestion along New Hampshire Avenue, which makes it 
very difficult to get in and out of the Hillandale Center, 
especially between 4:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Dr. Lovell has 
recommended that a traffic signal be placed on New Hampshire 
Avenue at the Hillandale Center, even if only for certain heavy 
traffic periods. 

Ms. Betsy Bretz 
Chairman of 
LABQUEST 

Would like the Maryland State Highway Administration to look 
into providing an informational sign, which indicates the location 
of the Federal Research Center. Peter Campandes from SHA 
District 3 traffic will look into this issue. 

Vll-la 
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NAME Representing Comment 

General LABQUEST Comment 
Several people at LABQUEST wanted SHA to consider 
pedestrians, bicycles and handicap requirements. While looking 
at bus stops along MD 650.  

Ms. Ida Ruben State Senator 
Wants FDA advanced signing on 1-495 and US 29. Peter 
Campandes from SHA's District 3 Traffic will discuss this with 
Maj Shakib.  

General LABQUEST Comment Look into the possibility of a light at the CHI Center. Maybe just 
actuated at rush hours. 

General LABQUEST Comment 
Look throughout project at sidewalks, crossings and traffic lights. 
What happens west of Existing Michelson Road in terms of 
sidewalks? 

General LABQUEST Comment 

Powder Mill/MD 650 intersection has a lot of issues. The triple 
left will have problems with people wanting to exit to 1-495. The 
access to the Church is bad with the left turn storage. It's difficult 
to cross the street to the shopping center. Possibly move the 
entrance to the shopping center further back on Powder Mill. Try 
not to take any more ROW from the Church property.  

General LABQUEST Comment Chalmers Road has only one outbound lane. Look at adding a 
second lane so people can make a free right turn. 

General LABQUEST Comment 

A citizen requested that SHA try to avoid a large tree in the MD 
650 median, just north of Lockwood Drive. The team should 
make note of this and report back to LABQUEST if it can be 
avoided. 

General LABQUEST Comment 

The community feels that relocating Michelson Road across from 
Northwest Drive may encourage cut through traffic within the 
neighborhood. To mitigate this, it was indicated that the traffic 
signing and signal phasing would disallow through traffic from 
Michelson Road to North West Drive. It was also mentioned that 
there are already speed humps on Northwest Drive.  

General LABQUEST Comment 

A key reason that a double left turn is necessary from MD 650 to 
Lockwood Road is because there are no major improvements to 
the MD 650/MD 29 Interchange at this time. This was identified 
as a critical issue. The State Highway Administration was asked 
to look at possible improvements to the MD 650/US 29 
Interchange to see what may be done to help traffic and report 
back to the team. It was noted that Lockwood Drive is no longer 
marked as MD 895 and has been turned over to the County for 
maintenance. 

General LABQUEST Comment The community has concerns as to where the double left turn for 
MD 650 to Lockwood will go to since the additional acceptance 
lane will cause major impacts.  

Mr. Dan Wilhem 
Local resident and 
active community 
group member 

Indicated the possibility of a White Oak Transit Center located in 
the large parking lot in the north east quadrant of the MD 650/US 
29 Interchange.  

Mr. Dan Wilhem 
Local resident and 
active community 
group member 

Suggested relocating Michelson Road across from the bank 
entrance to prelude cut-through traffic to North West Drive. The 
State Highway Administration team will study this issue.  

Mr. Dan Wilhem 

L 

Local resident and 
active community 
group member 

Suggested looking at adding a third lane north bound on MD 650 
at the US 29 crossing. The SHA team will study this issue. 
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NAME ^tepreseintihg '•'•'' Cominent '' 

Mr. Dan Wilhem 
Local resident and 
active community 
group member 

Suggested that if the White Oak shopping center transit way is 
planned and put in place that the ramps from northbound US 29 
to MD 650 should be reconfigured so that vehicles could go 
across MD 650 and access the transit center from the northbound 
ramp from MD 650 to US 29. The State Highway Administration 
team will study this issue. 

Mr. Mike Levin 
LABQUEST 
Member 

Great concern about "cut-through" traffic on Lockwood and 
Northwest. 

Ms. Ida Rubin State Senator 
If we could improve the interchange at US 29, there would be 
less traffic trying to use Lockwood as a shortcut. 

General LABQUEST Comments 

Another community concern is the addition of a lane onto 
Lockwood in the westbound direction, which then merges down 
to one westbound lane. There is a community pool, synagogue 
and apartments along Lockwood. The White Oak Shopping 
Entrance off of Lockwood is a poor entrance. Also, there are 
many pedestrians in this area. 

General LABQUEST Comments 

One suggestion that emerged is to close the direct connection to 
Lockwood in the eastbound direction and force traffic to make 
the right turn onto Lockwood at the signal just north of the slip 
ramp. It was also suggested to add four way stops along 
Lockwood to allow the neighborhoods to get out onto Lockwood 
and to slow down Lockwood short cut traffic. It was also noted 
that SHA is beginning to study an interchange at Stewart Lane, 
which should also reduce the traffic on Lockwood from the 
apartments east of MD 650 once this interchange is built. 

Ms. Bretz 
Chairman of 
LABQUEST 

Noted that the Centers for the Handicapped, Inc. (CHI) on New 
Hampshire Avenue urgently requires assistance in getting its 
vehicles onto New Hampshire Avenue, particularly between 4 
p.m. and 6 p.m. each day of the week. 

Mr. Alan Lovell 
CHI Chief Executive 
Officer 

Noted that an average of 50 vehicles exit the CHI property on 
New Hampshire Avenue each weekday between those hours. 
State Senator Ida Ruben said she has already communicated with 
SHA on this matter and asked Mr. Knight to take another, close 
look at the CHI problem. Mr. Knight agreed to do so. 

Ms. Mary L. Arndt 
The Asset Manager 
for GSA 

Ms. Arndt was very upset that we "went out to the public" 
committing to an in-road bike lane, a wide hiker/biker path and a 
5 foot grass separation from the curb to the hiker/biker trail 
before talking to her. Action Item: Team should set up a separate 
meeting with Mary to discuss her concerns. 

Chairman Hussmann, 
Senator Dorman, and 
Senator Ruben 

Chairman of 
M-NCPPC and 
Senate of Maryland 

Each noted the importance of developing plans for opening a 
northeast gate onto Cherry Hill Road for FDA commuter traffic. 

Mr. John Crowley GSA 
Advised that the study on the east side of the base would be part 
of the master plan for the non-FDA portion. The master planning 
process is just now getting underway. 

Chairman Hussmann 
Chairman of 
M-NCPPC 

Expressed the view that traffic improvements to the east side of 
the base are as important as the Route 650 improvements and that 
GSA should move expeditiously to deal with this important 
component of the traffic situation. 

Mr. Steve Paul 
Special Assistant to 
PG County Executive 
Wayne Curry 

Endorsed Senator Dorman's observations about the importance 
of dealing with his county's side of the base. He observed that his 
county was patiently waiting for GSA's planning to begin. 
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NAME Representing Conunent 

Ms. Ida Ruben State Senator 

Urged FDA to initiate an aggressive education program to 
encourage employees to use public transportation and take 
advantage of allotment programs to help defray their 
transportation costs.  

Ms. Betsy Bretz 
Chairman of 
LABQUEST 

Noted that a bus stop near the entrance to the Berkshire 
Apartments often blocks traffic flow along Lockwood Drive west 
of MD 650. The design team and Montgomery County will 
investigate the potential for moving the bus stop as far from the 
intersection as possible. The design team will also contact the 
owners of the Berkshire to investigate the possibility of 
relocating their main entrance farther from the intersection as part 
of this project.  

Ms. Ida Ruben State Senator 

Asked about the signing that she had requested directing FDA 
traffic to use the US 29 interchange. It was noted that the SHA 
Office of Traffic was investigating this and Ken Briggs will 
contact them (Pete Camponides) for a progress report. By copy of 
a memorandum dated November 24, It was reported that the 
District 3 Office of Traffic believes that placing the signing in 
place prior to the transfer of FDA employees to the White Oak 
Campus would cause confusion to motorist.  

General LABQUEST Comments 
The citizen group asked about crosswalks at various locations 
along Lockwood Drive. Because this is a County issue. Bob 
Simpson will investigate the options.  

General LABQUEST Comments 

The channelized left turn lane from southbound MD 650 into the 
White Oak Shopping Center north of the Lockwood Drive 
intersection was accepted as the best available solution at this 
time. The single left turn will not be signalized unless further 
studies show that a left turn signal is warranted. Access options 
will be discussed with the shopping center.  

General LABQUEST Comments 

The double left turn from northbound MD 650 onto Lockwood 
Drive was accepted with the understanding that it was not 
designed to attract additional traffic on Lockwood Drive, but to 
clear the left turning vehicles more rapidly through the signal. 

General LABQUEST Comments 
The plan to eliminate the free flow lane from US 29 onto 
Lockwood Drive was generally accepted. Senator Ruben 
expressed some reservation.  

General LABQUEST Comments 
The general alignment and design of Relocated Michelson Road 
was approved with the understanding that modifications may be 
made to further reduce impacts to the golf course, if possible. 

General LABQUEST Comments The signalization and signing concept at the 
Michelson/Northwest Road intersection was accepted. 

General LABQUEST Comments At Mahan Drive, the MD 650 northbound turn ingress lane will 
be provided. The acceleration egress lane will be eliminated. 

General LABQUEST Comments 

The Powder Mill Road intersection concept was agreed to as a 
triple left turn lane onto southbound MD 650. Lanes will be 
identified with appropriate signing. Required right of way will be 
taken from the southeast quadrant of the intersection.  

Captain Tracy 
Montgomery County 
Police 

Expressed the view that an eastern entrance should be a high 
priority since it would take some of the pressure off the two 
access points along New Hampshire Avenue. Mr. Broud said this 
is a matter of considerable concern to FDA union members. 
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vv NAME. Representing Comment 

Mr. Mike Levin Local resident 

Mr. Levin attended the May 11th transportation meeting. He said 
his main purpose in doing so was to make sure that the 
transportation planners are aware of the community's concern 
with respect to certain transportation issues and projects. He 
expressed the belief that the community's concerns are being 
considered in the planning process, to the greatest extent 
possible. 

Mr. Rob Richardson 
Transportation 
Subcommittee 
Member 

Asked whether SHA or other transportation representatives had 
been in contact with the management of the White Oak Shopping 
Center to discuss the impact of the FDA consolidation on that 
shopping center traffic situation. 

Ms. Ida Ruben State Senator 
Strongly recommended that this be done and predicted that the 
shopping center management would be responsive to any 
proposed recommendations. 

Mr. Mike Levin Community resident 

Community has reached a consensus that it will be virtually 
impossible to locate a proposed White Oak Transit Center at the 
White Oak Shopping Center because of already serious traffic 
congestion in the area. 

Mr. Rob Richardson 
Member of a County 
Transportation 
Advisory Group 

Said he would be happy to receive community input on a location 
for the Transit Center. 

Mr. Catineau Former LABQUEST 
member 

Despite news reports, no decisions have been made by the county 
on alternative routes for such a Purple Line. Mr. Levin pointed 
out that regardless of whether an inner or outer Purple Line is 
recommended by the county, it would not become a reality for 
decades. He suggested that a more pressing concern is ensuring 
that FDA employees have transportation to and from White Oak 
in the years to come. 

Ms. Ida Ruben State Senator 
Stressed the importance of utilizing the Georgetown Trolley to 
address the needs of FDA employees coming from the western 
part of the county. 

General LABQUEST Comments 

There was a suggestion to decrease the left turn opening located 
in the left turn bay from NB MD 650 to the shopping center in 
the southwest quadrant of the MD 650/Lockwood Drive 
intersection. It was said that, even though left turns out of the 
shopping center are prohibited, drivers still try to do it. 
LABQUEST members felt that, by extending the median, this 
may discourage this movement. This will be looked into and 
reported at the next CRS meeting. 

Gene Davis Local resident 

Gene Davis is a citizen who would like to discuss the current 
operations in the area of the MD 650/Powder Mill Road 
intersection. Peter Campanides from District 3 Traffic will call 
him to discuss this issue. 



George & May McLaughlin 
10704 New Hampshire Avenue 

Silver Spring MD 20903 

Steven 1. Ha wtof 
Majytand Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert St 
Bahimote MD 21202 

Re: Contract #M0803A21 
Project: MD 630 from US 29 interchange to south of Powder Mill Rd. 

Exact Property: 10704 New Hampshire Avc 

August 3,2000 

Dear Mr. Ha wtof: 

Sometime back we received a letter about the above mentioned highway studiea, relevant to FDA 
being re-located to the property across the street from ours. We saw dial there were maqy trees and 
telephone poles marked in the area, and that they marked something just in from of our door. 

Is there a scenario being contemplated that would require some of our property being needed for 
the widening of or other modifications to New Hampshire Avenue? We are considering 
improvements to our property and would like to know the possibilities. Please inform us so that we 
will know how to plan. 

Thank you. 

VH-ZA, 

CHI Centers Inc. 
Suppprtvijt ptoplt TjoitA disabiHci** rince 1940 

Bury tack* 
rruirimf 

AtatLoYa.Pk.O. 

Fabruaiy 9,   2000 

Me. Batay Brats 
Cheirporaon, Labquest 
10733 Xinloch Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20909 

Dear Ms, Brata: 

I aj> writing on bahalt of CHI Centers and the aora than 
two hundred adults who attend the Hlllandala Center on a 
dally basis. Tbe Hlllandale Center is located at 10501 Hew 
Hampehire Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland.  The traffic 
congestion getting in and out of Hiilandale Center is 
terrible, especially between 4:00 P-a. and 5:30 p.a.  A 
traffic signal is needed only to control the traffic, if only 
for short periods of time during the weekdays. Ae additional 
traffic is planned along Hew Hampshire Avenue, sons type of 
control device is very much needed.  I would appreciate the 
advocacy of Labquest on CHI Centers' behalf. 

Also, I would strongly reconaend that an eight foot 
-^c-sidewalk to accoaaodate people who use wheelchairs be 

developed along New Hampshire Avenue, especially froa the 
. Hiilandale Center to the White Oak Shopping Center.  The 
sidewalk would need to be designed so that it is accessible 
without barriers that now exist between the Hiilandale Center 
and Powder Mill Road.  The support of Labquest for the 
sidewalk project would be greatly appreciated. 

CHI Centers thanks you and your conaittee for their 
advocacy on behalf of people with developaental disabilities. 

Sinoerely, 

(ju^C^ 

ACL: sas 

Alan C. Lovell 
Chief Executive Office 

10S01 N«w HMnpvhlit Avuiui, Silver Spring. MO 20903.1197 
Tlkphnni .Number 3U1-«4S-3]SQ 

FAXt 001-4M-Sl IT. TOD: jni.4J9.S0M. I!MM: CvnunW.roU.oon. 

Tto AAMMIuMtai awumwlim OtmmbMn* tCMF) 

NU-^ 



BURNT MILLS HILLS CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 

7 Februiry 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECORD- 

Puuuimto iiajesjciiudby canumuiiiy ccptau]isiuict.aad.SUIs.SRiilor Ida 
Ruben it Ihe 16 Dtcember 1999 LABQUEST mwiing and in previous forumj, the 
aibjeiiBMl Traospoitatioa Studj bu beaLreyiewed by thcBuinLMilliHilK.Cilkeii» 
Auocinion (BMHCA). The BMHCA find) (hit unfonunUely Ihe BM1 nudy and hi 
rrrnminrnilcrl "improvenieiiur dojioLcQiistiiule^nnt wasth^ uucndedava. 
compteheniive plan to meet the long-term truuportetion needi of the Food and Drug 
AdinimMtalina.coinolidiiinn it thr.Wuie n.lr P>rf.r.i p-^.^1, ^m^n Eunlaa^we ' 
strongly believe that many of hi recommendations are ill-advised and are unnecessarily 
drtrimrnul in.bcth.thcaafay and. the quality-of-iUe ^iihin ih> •rnmm.n;l;^ mirnnnTliim 
Ihe New Hampshire Avenue corridor. 

BMHCA ii aware-however, thai ^rvr.-.l ^•W.^.i.n. f«hni irr nnEninglp re 
examine and refine the present BM1 study, and to provide a more comprehensive 
asaessmenLofregional ir^nrpn^^tinn i«v<^ "rhiral tn tha FDA f^n^^^frfi^ ^ yhi^c 

Oat The foDowing comments are provided, therefore, as support to our findings 
pertinent .la tb&BMI sudjr, .aniLalao liprdimoary crummmily inpuLto sutuejuem. jjudy 
elTorta. BMHCA would welcome the opponunity to participate in such cflbfts, and to 
provide raoiaddailcd inpuLwhich in hcyond the scope.of Ihimport.   ' 

The BM1 study is a traffic flow study of the New Hampshire Avenue (MD Route 
6SO)ooaidothetjveenI^iaiidJUSRfluie2SdeyelDpedfotMonlgcniEtyCk)uiiolvthe 
BMI Corporaioa The study it based on a CORSCM traffic model projecting variouk 
tmffigUyeJa.fwIhedcsiynaicdNewH.mpthir. AvCT... «^.o, .nrf m-nmm.^ , ^j^ 
range of iutcnectioafroadway changes (specific to New Hampshire Avenue) to support 
thefiini£eHQiBmsolidaliDa«Llhe.Vaute.OatcenIer. AlauclMbe sturfy. can9itu|es a 
primary planning document for the future west era access to the FDA at White Oak. 

Hrincipal among the HMHrft concma wilh.th&BMLstiidy UthalJLneither 
embodies a coraprebeuivc regional transportation concept for Ihe needs of the FDA at 
White Oak, nor does h pravirir mn• nv^ar^hmQ ^piinp«/.ppr^^M t* ^.^^-[^,.1 
traffic, issues within oursenocof theNo* Hampshiie Avmur-. mmdn, h^lf -Oa^ 

n'% 

critkisms can be seen as inappropriate since such requirements were not within ihe 
limited chamr of the original BMI study. However. BMHCA is concerned that the BMI 
recommendatiooa are being misconstnicd by stale and county dedaionmakers as the sum 
of tnnsponatioo planning and funding needs peruining to the FDA consolidation. To the 
contrary, BMHCA believes it roust be re-emphasized that the BMI study isjiaj inclusive 
of FDA consolidation transpoiution needs, and does not address numerous macro-level 
planning options which would better serve both the kjog-terra imercjts of the FDA at 
White Oak and the regional community at large. To that end, BMHCA commends the 
following planning imperatives for consideration'in the curtem planning process. 

Must Balance Flannine and Funding for the Eautuni md Western FDA Access 

The BMI ttudy by charter focuses on the western (New Hampshire Avenue) 
access to the White Oak center, and was intended as only a piece of the. comprehensive 
plan addressing both east and west access to FDA The ongoing problem is that, without 
corresponding and defined inputs, addressing the. can em access (Cherry HiU Roadl state 
and local planningffiioding processes appear to be proceeding which Wgely isolate the 
BMI-ideotificd New Hampshire Avenue rJrjimin»nrf.|;>,n, u ^ sole EDA-celoted 
transportation requirements. 

TUasituatioo requires immediate action- Goxcmor Glendening will celeaf e in 
February his final FY 00-05 Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) which 
recommends funding for. "EDA.Impravcmcnls-'* •H>m;f,.H •>. (jIle „ QQ]^ the_BMI 
recommendations for the six (6) intersections along New Hampshire Avenue. Yet the 
BMI study,, based on 199S.datarassumea.thaLapproximaiely.40V. of ibcujiaLEDAtroaic 
would require eastern access to the White Oak Center.   The 40% estimate is up from 
previous estimates of 1054, amLmaybeJiighrr nn»,an<Unthe.fiitwc dutlademogaphic 
changes. 

Notealso thai the BMLstudy assumEicompUlkauif programmed MDSHA 
improvemento to the intersection of Cherry HiU Road and Powder Mill Road (MD 212) 
which woe to impmve eaarcn_access.tD.the While Oak center vi. itm ^.i^ing '^jW 
roadT However, this construction as presently planned, piogrammed'ui this Maryland FY 
9&04 CTP, and scheduled m begin in.lhe.yunier 2000 willilo exactly the opposite. It 
will effectively deny all southbound Powder Mill Road traffic (coming from 1-93) and all 
westhouod Chesxy HillKoad tr»ak.(commg 6nm.Mn Route.I) access thtcugh.ute of Ihe 
existing service road to the White Oak Center. 

Planning for othet essential eastern acccsuoutee. appears txM to have progressed 
past the preliminary discussion stages among the county, stale, and property owner - 
principals. This lack of headaray isJiuliarii.canUMiictinii-to.tlK rapidly expanding 
commercial development encroaching critical right-of-ways, and the ftct that the 
Oovernor'sFY 00-05 CTP hai.already hi-fn finaliirrl which idenlir.es proposed 
Maryland state design and construction funding through the year 200S. Groundbreaking 
for thenew FDA beadquatten.iajcfaeduled lor Septeniba.2Q00. BMHCAbdiexeitla? ' 



iounediue and concrete action in pluuung the wutcra iccejj for die FDA at Whhe Oak 
must be one "f *h^ Mghftf »"^ ^"Pi*iti?lr. printitiot gf ^^ tmLBounXy rtf^nrilirr 

MuH Rwomizt IhC Rome 29- New Hanroajiire Avinun Interdmiye m the PrinciiMl 
gnln^Exh to the Nntthwn New H.mp^i,, A v>n,., ^pnMnr 

The BMHCA believes (hat the BM1 study took a major misditection in failing to 
reftignirr.lhe Kntae.29 - New HaaqubiieLAyenue semi^lffltedeaCinterchange la^th^ key 
for efficient Dorthcm entry, anil exh to the Nev Hampshire Avenue conidor - and thus to 
the. While OaltCentet and^djacentconununiliea. The BMLuwty does appear to 
tccognize Route 29 as a major conduit for commuter and other sonidor traffic. However, 
its recommendatians do ncuacplojuhepolemiaiofthe preseot clovedeaLuJhe primary 
higb<apacity intocbange to promote optimal tinffic flow and telieve the congestion of 
Loctaood Drive and th« wiiii> n«ir 'ihoppjpj nfitrr Bather, BMLadnptuuedes of 
piecemeal cfTofts which we find of questionable utility and lately deuitncmal to our 
conuDUnity. 

Fnr ^Tmnnilg, ihr KMl «'i^y r*rrtrnmrndi a nnmhrr "*""^^B^t t<i the Neiv 
Hampshire Avenue- Lodovood Drive intersection to handle increased Irafiic from FDA 
at the.WhifeOak.ccntec rw «irK «-h«ng»;. ,n p.p.minn nfthn noabbound J^ew 
Hampshire Avenue left-turn lane at Lockwood into two left-tuni lanes. This presumably 
is-iiLordct in useLockaraodLDrive asLamaixv conduit fhi tiaSic to Kouta 29^bul this 
rcconunendalion which de6es all common sense. Picture two left-turn lanes emptying 
ofiCNcw. Hampshire. Axenuc omowcaihound.Lackr'OodQrure; mer^ng.into one laoc in 
the midst of a residential area; competing whh access traflic from a twin high-rise . 
apaftmenLcomplex, tw^ ^jma^n^.x B i^ii. ^ ^p t.ii« tr»n»;» pnim^ taLt. nucsing home. 
Picture also Rich traffic backing up bumper-to-bumper at the Route 29 traflic light, 
frpbrhly*ntn'tlv*^»w~H*flipihirn Avfifmr — LiKlavoodinlxnection itself. 

Moreover, this concept is designed to deliberately channel high-volume commuter 
iraffic-dizecily into thc-Bunit_Milla.local ngighlww+innri^ wyr** ^y LockwoocLDrive,- 
Crtiaea associations within the Burnt Mills ocighborhooda have voiced strong opposition 
19 airJl ftvVM, hit havft recyh/Mt i)f\ rr^pW** fcnm e-mtnty »nAast* »,ithntititkn    \fc 

continue to assen that such present planning ill-serves the traflic needs of both the Whhe 
OakJDA. consolidation and.wilLbeJughly deiuutive to thejxdcr aiid.safety.of the 
community itself. 

Whatispaniculaxly incomprehensible i* that nte-i) h»wp. wmilH tw. infllrt^ \<r**ji 
our community while the existing New Hampshire Aveque - Route 29 doverleaf siu less 
than 2QQ yardiiiorthjDC. Lacta/oodDcsac laihere a xationaleJiar the.ilLconoeived BM1 
planning for Lodorood Drive? Is there a rationale for ignoring the more advantageous 
expansioaandutilization ofth&cnaiingjtoute 29 dovedeaCinterchaoge? We thii^ not. 
The BMHCA requests a thorough re elimination of (he package of BMI 
itcotmncndalioiu fbr the nonhoasectoc oDhe New Hampsbice conidot. The purpose 
should be to address such CTjmmunity concerns, and explore more efliciem options in 
transportatioa planning to serve the EDAjrlocaiion to While. Oak. 

Must Addresa Imerdependencv of thi; Nrw HlTiPTNrT, AYTTT-- Lodcvmod Dt^vn 
Intetsection and White Oak Shoppina Center Accet.vi>l»nnipg 

The severe congestisn-inberent tothe-NewHampsbiic- Lockwoodbtersectjon 
and the White Oak Shopping Center is another example qf a traflie problem whUn the 
New Hampshire Avenue coaidocrequiungmo[a.n>acco-plaoning sohilions than the 
minor inlersectioo tinkering of (he BMI study. This area already is essentially non- 

. functional during peak traffic period*. 

The proximity and traffic inleractioiu. betmeea thelntersectiaiLand.the shopping 
cemer routinely creale sustained gridlocks which are a bane to the community and local 
busmessJnttsests. it can be cxpiTird that the inrtrased conctmmbn oCcommuteurafBc 
associated with the FDA relocation will only increase commercial activity and thereby 
coogestion-atthe shopping center. lnadditioivtliecunenLa>nsideratioB.ofma»SLtiin3it 
initiatives which will seriously impact the White Oak area and Route 29 cotridor are not 
addressed ia-the BMlRcoouacodatMaa. 

The BMHCA strongly believes that the expenditure of significant FDA- 
•uppora'ng fiwds merely to tamh-existing imw^rtim^. .~\ nwtiy.ya aipra. the BMI 
recommendaUom without addressing the larger and more causal problems of the White 
Oak Shopping Cemer sector, wOlin.theJonger temL^ove-a waste of publiuesources. 
We request, therefore, that this problem be designated as a priority for furtheranajysis 
and planning. II la fiirthet snggeMrrt, Ihatany viahleplan-ultimalely wittheJiJund 
directly dependent on the reassessment (and subsequent expansion) of theNew 
Hampshire Avenue - Route 29. interchange recommended, above. 

Ml* gffWjyelY Mm Traffic Infiltrmion Problem, Within AHi.^n. Bunii Mill. .^ 
WTH 'm>n4aleNe1fhboth^)| 111" 

Another closely sdatedjndextieiidyjerious.BMHCAconcern^arislna.ftam the 
BMI study recommendattons and existing traffic control problems, is the expected 
flooding of thtadjacenl BiinitMill*aixLWesLHiIlandaltneighboiiioods.»ilh. 
voluminous HJA commuter traflic. Principally, that concern focuses on the projected 
Lockwood DRV» traffic use of Burnt Mills-Avem* and Northwest Driv» aMhon^ts for 
eonunuter traffic attempting to avoid congestion at the New Hampshire Avenue - 
Lockwood imefsechon and ih»eaneni-eotrancenhea»elveM»the Whit^Oah center. 

Both Northwest Drive and Bum Mills Avenue provide available shortcuts 
ttrougto^locd ne.ghborhoodiwlrich.wllJhe.veqr utuoixeu, FDAj^mnmlainflk, 
la 'h«"«'nmw». northbound Route 29 traffic 60m the Bdtway would mm right 01T 
loctooodDnve ^ be traveling againsUhciaffitOo* undUhe, ,e«ie«t<5mg^L at 
th^New Hampshire - Lockwood uteoection. EriortathaVsuchiafficwilLto^r 

^ 

^ 



opportunity to turn right on cithcs Burst Milb Avenue or Nofthwta Drive and (void Unt 
iotencction. NottljweaIWxtwnuld.piDVMlta(lir«ajoutc£mBLodc»oo<JX>ri•onto 
New Hvtipihira ATcmx is front of the White Oik Center tod between Ore two exutiqg 
rutrinm The BMT itamuoendad anvemeit oTMiclielaoaJdxd an the.ccoUT groundi 
to align with Nonlmcjt Drivt, and addition of • new traffic light at that iotencetion. only 
encettnte&th&pshloini. IliM^rthitt iwrftgnfiww^ tr»ffiff mttinj tKfr»i^ pnfo^ip^f^ 
Drive would have the option at the light of directly entering the center via MJchebon, or 
matring m l^fl ^101 itwwm Wi»y TTajp^hirp Avrmitt tnt>i^ m*in Whit« C)m\ cptrUT^. 

Bunt Mill* Avenue provide! a direct route from Lodnvood Drive (via Getewood 
pmir) in intmrrt with Sftiin/fljT r>rhi» \tn lli»n n*r^ Mnrlr. frnrn lh» m.in >J»^ 

Himpshire Avenue entrance to FDA. Uaeofthis route by FDA traffic would totally 
inundwtf. thri Buna Miiif Mi]]^ n^igtit^rfa^ Maceave^it wmtldcaaentially deny the 
entire West Hillwdale neighborhood effective UK of Schindler Drive as their primary 

The BMHCA and other adjacent dtizeiu groups believe this infiltration problem 
to.be. potentially devasutin&lo the sa&ty anl UieJ^mc/funily life at/cut comnmnhiea. 
We request immediate recognition of the issue by planning authorities and the 
developmf nt nf approaches tatemedy thcpcaUem. SevaaLsudLappuiachu/aaions to 
address thit problcm have been voiced within community association meetings. 
Although nn cnnwosii haiyel hrrn rnirhrd. nwia. proposalajbcus •itf<rr oaxestricting in 
some manner access from Lodnvood Drive or restricting/closing access to Schindler 
Drive£om.Gatewood Dane.. Snmi! mmmumty H;<^...;nn. ^^ qn^^inn—4 ^ otx<j f01. 
full access to Lockwood Drive from Route 29 pursuant to ftiture improvement and 
ejcpmsicn_al.theRoute29-NrwH.mp.hl,. Ay-mi. i-inx^^riwrrrhiuiBt. 

Tune it of the Essence 

The BMHCA soUnaelLapprnprialr sBtcanri rmmty assjstarae Jon re^xamining 
the issues and problems identified in this assessment.   In light of the recently fmalixcd 
General Services Adniiniaiaiion.projm trtvMnlf fm FDAJacilhiesoiiuauauiaat the 
White Oak Center, and the significant planning and funding requircmenU involved, we 
believe thauime is of tbe.eisence.We stiong^ >"~-ragr. thnrftTra. thcissponsible 
authorities to undertake immediately a coordinated dcvdopmcU of the needed . 
comptthcmivctrirgponntinn planto meetthchroad^angeQCuanspcclaiiotLneeda for the 
Food and Drag Administration consolidation at the White Oak Federal Research Center. - 

The BMHCA point.of cnnlin fnr ihie nn^m.m »ih. unH^ttgn^^ yuhn ^y ^ 
reached should fbrther information or assistance be required at the foUowing: home. 301- 
5»3-5347;caieOOI-688-3lUioce-maiCbiiiJiMdson3@aol.coiii 

Robert Richardson 
TranspoitatioB.AdMiOiy Baod 

Burnt Mills Hills ChizeuAisocialion 



Written Comments Received Following MD 650 Public Information Meeting on September 10,2001 m 
Name 

Mark E. Smith 

Mary J. Scott 

Representing 

Co-Owner of White Oak 
Exxon 

Resident 

Raymond C. 
Leonard Land owner 

Comment 
Mr. Smith co-owns the White Oak Exxon located at 11177 New Hampshire Avenue on the 
comer of Lockwood Drive and New Hampshire Avenue. "Mr. Smith would like to know the 
exact improvement to be done to the front and side entrances and is interested in the median 
strips to be installed on Lockwood Drive that would impede the customers from purchasing fuel 
and repairs and getting their cars.  
The US 29 North spur to New Hampshire Avenue should become a double lane, rather than 
widening Lockwood Drive. Four-way stop signs should be posted at Lockwood Drive and 
Meadowhill Road so that residents of the neighborhood can exit during rush hours and to 
provide safety for pedestrian traffic to the swimming pool, etc.  
Proposed improvements for MD 650 seem well planned.   However, the following unresolved 
issues will severely impact the Burnt Mill Village community that directly confront the FDA site 
on the Western side of MD 650.  (1) How will a.m. FDA arrivals and p.m. FDA departees be 
prevented from shortcutting thru and overloading Burnt Mill Village (County) roads? The new 
traffic light at MD 650 and Northwest Drive proposes to direct traffic exiting FDA, South (to 
beltway) or North (to Lockwood Drive or Route 29).  The plans do not include methods that 
prevent evening drivers exiting FDA from taking alternate shortcuts through the neighborhood 
to Lockwood Drive (left at MD 650, go one block then turn right on McCeney Avenue to 
Gatewood to Burnt Mills to Lockwood).  Also, the plans do not prevent morning drivers from 
shortcutting from Lockwood Drive/Route 29 through Burnt Mill Village to access FDA via 
Babington Lane, Northwest Drive or Burnt Mills Avenue.  Suggestion:  Post "No Right Turn 
4pm-7pm" signs on Southbound MD 650 at Ruppert Road and McCeney Avenue.   Post "No 
Right Turn 7am-9am" on East side of Lockwood Drive and Babington Lane, Northwest Drive 
and Burnt Mills Avenue.  Post "Do Not Enter 4pm-7pm" signs on Gatewood Avenue at West 
Nolcrest Drive facing Schindler Drive.  It appears that this issue is being overlooked because 
once the driver enters the Burnt Mill Village area, he/she is then on County roads and since this 
pertains to improvements on a State road, issues impacting the neighborhood on County roads 
are being treated with benign neglect. (2) The designs call for sidewalks, bike paths and 
landscaping to be added to the Northbound MD 650.   On the Southbound side of MD 650, 
between Northwest and Schindler Drives, improvements will be done to the divider but, the 
designs do not call for improvements to the landscaping on the Southbound side of MD 650 
which in it's present state is appalling. The comment made to me at the meeting about this issue 
was "the State expects that the residents will provide some maintenance to the shrubbery". How 
can we maintain trees that have grown over 15 feet high and into the overhead cable and 
electrical wires? For over 6 years, I have called the State maintenance department and requested 
that these overgrown shrubberies between Schindler Drive and McCeney Avenue be trimmed. 
Each time, the response was "budget shortfalls".  Now, the landscaping along the southbound 
MD 650 is infested with overgrown trees that have grown out over the bounds of the island on 
both sides, weed and poison ivy, debris thrown from cars along Southbound MD 650 and now, 
because of the severe overgrowth, is being used as port-o-johns by pedestrians walking along the 
New Hampshire service road that parallels MD 650.    Suggestion: Improve the overgrown 
shrubbery on the Southbound side of MD 650 between Schindler Drive and McCeney Avenue 
with slow growing evergreens that can be maintained by the residents.  Certainly, the massive 
expenditures to complete this project could include a minimal amount to improve this area. 
Improving landscaping along the Northbound side and not the Southbound side of MD 650 will 
be a gross oversight and deter from the appearance that this work is designed to project. (3) The 
traffic designs are intended to orderly direct traffic exiting from FDA Northward to Route 29 
and not overload Lockwood Drive.   Also, the planners hope that traffic will most use the 
Southbound Route 29 to MD 650 corridor to enter the FDA site. The plans do not call for any 
additional lanes to the Route 29 cloverleaf (presently one lane) to provide entry or departure 
from Route 29 from MD 650 during morning or evening. However, the plans do call for adding 
an additional "free" right turn lane when exiting from Lockwood Drive onto MD 650 
Southbound.   The Lockwood Drive/MD 650 intersection is presently an extremely dangerous 
intersection.    Accidents presently occur there weekly, many of them serious.    When the 
University Boulevard/Route 29 intersection was redesigned two years ago, one of the things the 
designers did to alleviate heavy Route 29 Westbound traffic off Route 29 and onto Southbound 
MD 650. In the morning, the flow of traffic South on MD 650 from MD 650 areas above Route 
29 and the Route 29 "exit" are extremely pressing.   To now interject additional Southbound 
FDA traffic from Route 29 or Lockwood Drive and expect an orderly merging traffic flow while 
the FDA cars jockey to the left to turn into FDA is like inviting a disaster.   Drivers will be 
forced to run a 2-block "gauntlet".  Suggestion: Do not add a second "free" right turn lane at 
Lockwood Drive and MD 650.   Add an additional lane to each of the Route 29 cloverleafs 
(increase to 2 lanes each) and make it easier for drivers to access Route 29, thereby reducing the 
congestion on Lockwood Drive. Your designs clearly satisfy the requirements of traffic entering 
and exiting the FDA site on MD 650.   It's what happens once the influx of traffic has been 
thrown onto MD 650 that we, the residents of Hillendale and Burnt Mill Village are concerned 
about it.        | 

v|i-Si 
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MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) Improvements, 

From Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 

Monday, September 10, 2001,7-9 pm 
CHI Center 

Public Meeting Summary Report 

Introduction 

Mr. Joe Anderson stated that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the transportation 
alternatives associated with the improvements to the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) facility. He notified attendees that the Montgomery County Department of Parks 
and Planning (M-NCPPC), Planning Board will review the design proposals during its 
regular meeting on Thursday, October 25, 2001. The public may direct comments on the 
project to the Planning Board. Copies of the letter announcing this meeting were 
provided at the sign-in table. Mr. Anderson informed the group that the M-NCPPC is 
responsible for maintaining lists of civic associations, which are used as address lists in 
sending out invitations to these types of public meetings. 

SHA Overview/Project Background 

Mr. Ken Briggs provided an overview of the project along MD 650 (New Hampshire 
Avenue). He notified attendees that FDA would eventually be employing approximately 
6,500 employees resulting in expansion of the White Oak facility. He said construction 
should begin by Summer, 2003. 

Project Description 

Mr. Joel Oppenheimer provided a description of the project. He discussed several of the 
design features, including, but not limited to, the following: 

• Triple left at Hillandale Shopping Center from Powder Mill Road on to MD 650, bike 
path 

• Adding a 5 foot sidewalk at the firehouse and an 8 foot hiker/biker trail at the White 
Oak Golf Course with a 6 foot grass area between the curb and the hiker/biker trail 

• Fourth lane introduced to NB New Hampshire Avenue 
• Left turn bay into Ruppert Road 
• Right lane from 12 to 16 feet wide in order to add an on-road bike facility (5 feet) 
• Recreation bicyclists expected to use hiker/biker trail, while avid bicyclists expected 

to use the on-road 5 foot facility 
• Double left off of SB New Hampshire Avenue to enter golf course and right turn lane 

exiting golf course 
• Double left into the facility from SB MD 650 

»•    Stormwater management facilities will be made to look like part of the golf course 
•    Relocated Nichelson Road is designed to line up with Northwest Drive (still has a left 

turn into shopping center from NB MD 650) 

n 
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• Single left from NB MD 650 to Lockwood Drive, Double left out to SB MD 650, 
Single right out to NB MD 650 

• Additional property has been added to the golf course facility to accommodate for the 
property used for the relocated road 

• Double left turn to US 29 used to prevent people from using Lockwood Drive 
• On ramp to MD 650 from US 29, fourth lane being added ending at library 
• Lockwood Drive/MD 650 intersection needs more capacity to accommodate for 

6,500 new employees 

General Question Answer Session 

• Q: You mentioned a possible transit center at White Oak.   Have you talked to the 
County about additional bus traffic on Lockwood Drive behind the Giant? 
A: A feasibility study is currently being conducted by the County. 

Q: Concern about employees using communities across from the facility at McCeney 
Avenue and Lockwood Drive. 
A: Northwest Drive is the most direct route to Lockwood Drive and it will be more 
difficult for people to go through Northwest Drive to Lockwood, in turn, using the 
neighborhood roads. A "No Right Turn" can be considered into McCeney Avenue. 

Q: Concern about impacts to Lockwood Drive and use of Lockwood Drive and other 
neighborhood/County roads. Argument that design encourages use. Safety is also of 
concern. 
A: Sign at Lockwood Drive directs people to MD 650 to access the site.  SHA will 
look further into these issues. 

Q: Truck traffic is a concern at the proposed small island at the MD 650/Powder Mill 
Road intersection making a right turn into Green Acres. 
A: Median was designed for trucks. 

Q: Will the speed limit change on MD 650? Concern about it turning into a freeway 
during off-peak hours. 
A: Signals during non-peak hours can be adjusted. The District says that the speed 
limit will stay the same, based on what is safe for the roadway. Landscaping on the 
side of the road can be designed to take the "speedway" look away. 

Q: What is the schedule for highway construction and for the GSA/FDA expansion? 
A: Highway construction is tentatively set for 2003-2005.   GSA/FDA's number of 
employees will gradually be increased from 2003 (180 new employees) through 2008. 
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Q: Businesses are of concern, since several will lose parking spaces and land. 
A: The SHA will meet separately with the business community in regards to this 
issue. 

Q: The SHA is increasing a lane on to US 29, but it was stated that there is no 
funding at this time for the US 29 cloverleaf. 
A: Two lanes to US 29 can be considered and minor ramp improvements. 

Q: Pedestrians at Lockwood Drive and Powder Mill Road are of concern. Holly Hall 
is an issue, as it is elderly, low-income housing. Also, crosswalks and sidewalks for 
the pedestrians at the Ruppert Road bus stop should be considered. Sidewalks should 
be considered along MD 650 at US 29. 
A: SHA will look into these issues. 

Q: Concern between McCeney Avenue and Schindler Drive where there is a service 
road with a median between service road and MD 650. 
A: Landscaping will be looked at by the Labquest Landscaping Committee. 

Facilitator Notes: Joe Anderson 

-Consideration should be given to developing new, direct access between US 29 and the 
FDA site. 

-Need to accommodate area transit operations into the design considerations 

11 -Current plans do not adequately protect the neighborhood west of New Hampshire 
Avenue from cut through traffic and parking infringement. 
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-Not enough is being done to "protect" Lockwood Drive from increasing area traffic 
volumes...proposed improvements will make it worse by encouraging more traffic on 
Lockwood Drive. 

-Pedestrian crossing issues need to be carefully evaluated, especially at Powder Mill 
Road, Lockwood Drive, and at bus stops in between. A sidewalk is needed on New 
Hampshire Avenue southbound, through the US 29 interchange, and on sections of 
Lockwood Drive. 

-Landscaping plans should be coordinated with the golf course and should include 
improvements to plantings on the southbound side of New Hampshire Avenue. 

-Other concerns expressed at the meeting related to operational aspects on existing roads 
such as speeding and circulation patterns. 
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Facilitator Notes: Lee Starkloff 

-The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) will be sending a design request 
package to SHA, Office of Traffic and Safety (OOTS) for the numerous signal revisions 
that will result from these projects, and will forward Peter Campanides's comments on 
the plans to the team very shortly. 

-After the meeting, several concerns were brought to my attention regarding the signal at 
MD 650/Chalmers, pedestrian crossing difficulties at MD 650/US 29, and pedestrian 
signal timing at MD 650/ Lockwood Drive. We will look into all of these within 30-45 
days. 

-I think it's clear from the community that a single right from EB Lockwood Drive to SB 
MD 650 is what we should pursue, at least initially, so as not to encourage the cut-thru 
trips. Will there be enough storage available without widening Lockwood Drive if the 
movement is controlled by a yield condition? 

-Even though the projected volumes don't justify the proposed double (exclusive) left 
from NB MD 650 to SB US 29, it can probably be supported based upon the fact that 
today using Lockwood Drive can be more attractive to motorists and to use the 
connection from MD 650 to US 29 is out of your way and further than Lockwood Drive. 

Facilitator Notes: Jessica Brado 

-Mr. Leonard said that the shrubbery needs to be cleaned up and maintained in the 
median strip separating the service road and MD 650 between McCeney Avenue and 
Schindler Drive. He also encourages a "No Right Turn" on to McCeney Avenue. Mr. 
Leonard is also concerned with how the deer in the area will be handled. Ray Leonard, 
Block Captain, Block #13,10924 New Hampshire Avenue, (301) 593-5893. Member 
of the Hillandale Civic Association 

-Ms. Edwards requested a copy of the detailed engineering plans to be used at a Burnt 
Hills Mills Community Association Meeting. Susan Mellish Edwards, Burnt Hills 
Mills Citizens Association, 811 McCeney Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901, (301) 
681-9126. Member of the Burnt Mills Hills Community Association. 
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Comments and Coordination 
Other Agency Correspondence 

Correspondence To: From: Reference 
No. 

Requesting Concurrence on 
Determination of Effect 

Mr. J. Rodney Little, SHPO SHA VII-lb 

Concurrence on Historic Structures on 
the White Oak Site 

Ms. Andrea Mones-O'Hara, 
Historic Preservation 
Officer, GSA 

MD Historical Trust VII-2b 

Information on FDA facility at the 
White Oak Site 

Ms. Betsy Bretz, 
LABQUEST Chairperson 

General Services 
Administration (GSA) 

VII-3b 

Consolidation Improvement 
Feasibility Study 

Montgomery Department of 
Transportation 

Eileen Finnegan VH-4b 

Request pertaining to State Threatened 
or Endangered Species and Unique 
Habitat that may be in the Study Area. 

SHA Environmental Review 
Unit, Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources 

VII-5b 

Request pertaining to State Threatened 
or Endangered Species and Unique 
Habitat in the Study Area. 

SHA U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

vn-6b 

Request pertaining to State Threatened 
or Endangered Species and Unique 
Habitat in the Study Area. 

SHA Forest, Wildlife and 
Heritage Service, 
Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources 

VII-7b 

Providing input regarding the effects 
of study alternatives on response times 
for emergency services. 

SHA Department of Police 
3rd District, Silver 
Spring 

VII-8b 

Providing input regarding the effects 
of study alternatives on response times 
for emergency services. 

SHA Montgomery County 
Fire and Rescue Service 

vn-9b 

Requesting Concurrence on 
Temporary Use of White Oak Golf 
Course 

Mr. Bill Gries, M-NCPPC SHA VII-10b 

Coordination Efforts Between 
M-NCPPC and SHA 

SHA M-NCPPC VIM lb 

Requesting Concurrence on 
Temporary Use of White Oak Golf 
Course 

GSA SHA VII-12b 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Panis N. Ulendening 
Governor 

John D. Porcari 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator Ocloberl9,2001 

Re:     Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
Montgomery County, MD 
USGS Belisvillel.5" Quadrangle 

Mr. J. Rodney Little 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Maryland Historical Trust 
100 Conununily Place 
Crownsville MD 21032-2023 

Dear Mr. Little: 

Introduction and Project Description 
This letter serves to inform the Ma^land Historical Tnist (MHT) of proposed Project No 

MO900B21, and to request your concurrence in our no adverse effect detennination for this 
project The project area includes a small portion of the U.S. Naval Ordnance Laboratory (NOD 
Historic District (M: 33-25), which is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP). 

The project involves the widening of MD 650 from approximately Acres Drive to 
Chalmers Dnve, a distance of 7,100 feet, to provide an additional through lane in the northbound 
direction. Widening will also occur on Powder Mill Road, Mahan Road, and Lockwood Drive 
to accommodate turn lane improvements. Concomitant with the widening, the project proposed 
the installation of two stonnwater management ponds, an access road, inlets and outfalls 
landscaping, milling and resurfacing of existing pavement, and constmction of medians/curb and 
gutter, bike paths, and sidewalks. The project also proposes to relocate Michelson Road to a new. 
location across from Northwest Drive. The relocated Michelson Drive will include two 
westbound andeastbound lanes with a median. The original location of Michelson Drive will be 
reconstmcted to an eight-foot bike path/sidewalk facility. Finally, the project will include tl« 
relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on.ramp, and the widening of the US 29 
northbound on ramp. Soil borings will be required to complete design aspects of the project. 

Widening and inleisection improvements will require new ri'ght of way. Perm"anent 
easements will be required for drainage improvements and slope maintenance. Temporary 
constniction easements will also be required for grading within the golf course and constmction 
access. Project plans are included for your review as Attachment I. 

My telephone number Is •   

Maryland Relay Service lor Impaired Hearing of Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide To« Free 

Maltl.-.s AittrsM: o.g. Sex 717 • Baltimore, MD 7">»3--~'7 
Street Addreas: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 Vll-lb 
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Funding 
Federal funds are anticipated for this project. 

Identification of Area of Potential Effects 
We have examined the project area in light of any changes that might be introduced that 

would have the potential to affect characteristics qualifying historic properties for inclusion in the 
NRHP. We have developed the area of potential effects (APE) in consideration of both 
architecture and archeology. The APE has been drawn broadly enough to accommodate all 
possible construction impacts and the extent of viewsheds from the roadway, as indicated on the 
attached State Highway Administration (SHA) G1S quadrangle map for Bellsville, MD 
(Attachment II, showing the APE and the NOL Historic District boundary). 

Identification Methods and Results 
Potentially significant architectural and archeologjcal resources were both researched as 

pan of the historic investigation instigated by the proposed widening and intersection 
improvements on MD 650 between 1-495 and US 29. 

Architecture: SHA Architectural Historian Liz Buxton consulted MHT files, historic mapping 
including the SHA-GIS quadrangle mapping, and visited the project area on August 9,2001. • 

MD 650 is characterized by mid to late 20'h century residences interspersed with public, 
religious and office buildings as well as commercial strip development The NOL Historic 
District (M: 33-35) is the only previously identified historic resource within the APE. Located 
on the east side of MD 650 at 10901 New Hampshire Avenue, the NOL Historic District is 
approximately 1.15 miles north of the Capital Beltway (1-495) and 0.75 south of US 29 and 
encompasses 732 acres. The NOL Historic District was determined eligible for the NRHP in 
1997 under Criteria A, B and C. The district includes 372 contributing resources as well as a 
golf course that serves as a buffer along the western and southern borders of the district 
(Attachment III, MMP form and eligibility letter). 

The APE is confined to the area of direct construction impacts along the east side of MD 
650, and also includes a portion of the NOL Historic District- approximately 1200 feet from the 
center of New Hampshire A ve to the front of the closest building within the NOL Historic 
District, (Area 100, also known as the Front Area). The only historic resource in the NOL 
Historic Disuict located within the APE is the 9-hole White Oak Golf Course, a contributing 
element dating to 1952; there are no contributing buildings located in the APE. 

Archeology: SHA archeologist Mary F. Barse assessed the archeologjcal potential of the project 
area through consultation of the SHA CIS site and survey database, historic mapping, prior 
archeological studies, planning documents, and modern land use mapping, and conducted a field 
visit on August 16,2001. The APE for archeology is defined by the limits of existing and 

^ 
^ 
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proposed right of way and easements in which all ground disturbing acUvities will take place 
(Attachment I). With the exception of ihe planned relocation of Michelson Road, and 
stormwater management facilities on the NOL property, the APE closely follows the existing 
alignments of MD 650 and its intersecting roadways. 

There are no previously reported archeological sites in or near the project's APE 
(A t tachment IV, Inventoried Archeological Sites and Surveys). A portion of the APE at the 
intersection of US 29 was included in a prior survey by Ballweber (1988) for transportation 
improvements on US 29 between 1-495 in Montgomery County and US 40 in Howard County. 
No archeological resources were idenlilied during that survey within the current APE. The 
General Services Administration (GSA) prepared a summary of previous cultural resources 
surveys within the NOL facility as part of the environmental compliance for the consolidation of 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) headquarters. The current APE was. not subject 
to actual testing during any of the prior surveys conducted within the facility (Greenhome & 
O'Mara 1992; Cissna et al. 1982; Rosenzweig 1995). Although several archeologicil sites were 
identified during these surveys, none is situated in or near the current APE. -'• 

The Phase I archeological identification survey (Rosenzweig 1995) sponsored by GSA for 
the. FDA''consolidation prpjecuesujtedjn the determination that no archeological sites were 
present within the 23 acre area tested (Attachment IV). The" remaining 107 acres within the 
130-acre APE were not tested. Approximately 99 of the 107 remaining acres were reported by 
Rosenzweig (1995) to have low archeologjca] potential by virtue of prior disturbance from 
grading, filling, constmction, and landscaping activities. An eight-acre tract that was previously 
considered to have high archeological potential (Greenhome & O'Mara 1992) was reported to be 
relatively undisturbed. However, this tract is located well to the east of the current APE for 
widening apd intersection improvements on MD 650, and will be avoided by the undertaking. 

The project area is situated on the drainage divide between Ihe Northwest Branch and 
Paint Branch; tributaries of the Anacostia River drainage. For the most pan the APE occupies a " 
rolling upland plateau dissected by the headwater valleys of several low order tributaries that 
flow east to Paint Branch. This represents a somewhat marginal ecological setting wherein short- 
term resource procurement camps Would be the most likely represented prehistoric archeological 
site type. The results of previous surveys within Ihe NOL validate this expectation, as all six 
sites that have been identified to date are characterized as low-density lilhic scatters. It is also 
likely that prehistoric populations may have made transient use of the area in crossing between 
the larger, resource rich drainages of Paint Branch and Northwest Branch; however, 
archeological evidence of this behavior would be ephemeral at best, and expressed as occasional 
isolated (lakes or point finds. 
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Examination of selected historic maps (Martenet and Bond 1865; Hopkins 1878; USGS 
1926,1949) reveals that MD 650 has been present in its current alignment at least as early as 
1865. A few structures are shown at this time, primarily near the current MD 650/US 29 
interchange, and on the west side of MD 650 north of Chalmers Road. Very little change in the 
number or ownership of these structures is evident through the first quarter of the 20* century 
Several new structures do appear ori maps between 1878 and 1926 on the NOL property, south of 
Mahan Road. By 1945, it is apparent that the MD 650 roadway has been improved and ' 
realigned. Subsequent development and road construction in the latter half of the 20* century 
has destroyed all the locations of these historic map indicated stnictures. 

A field visit was conducted to ascertain current conditions and land use within the APE 
on August 16.2001. All areas of the APE have been disturbed. Widening north of US 29 will 
take place on the east side of existing MD 650. Although undeveloped tracts of land remain the 
APE is confined to areas previously disturbed by road constnicuon. Widening on MD 650 at the 
US 29 interchange and modifications to ihe existing interchange will also occur entirely within 
areas previously disturbed by road construction. South of the US 29 interchange to Michelson 
Drive, the APE has been disturbed by commercial development, including the massive White 
Oak Shopping Center on MD 650 at Lockwood Road. 

The character of development along MD 650 changes south of Michelson Drive from 
commercial to primarily residential on Ihe west side of the roadway. The NOL faciUty occupies 
a major portion of the APE on the east side of MD 650 between Michelson Drive and the 
Hillandale Recreation Area. All work in this section of MD 650 will lake place on the east side 
of the roadway in areas disturbed by construction of the White Oak Golf Course, or wilhin the 
footprints of the existing roadways. The Powder Mill intersection has been completely disturbed 
by commercial and institutional development. 

Although background research would suggest that the project area is sensitive for 
archeological resources, there has been extensive disturbance from previous road building, 
drainage and utility installation, as well as commercial, residential, recreational, and institutional 
development. Consequently, it is not likely that significant archeological deposits remain within 
the APE, and no further archeological investigations are recommended. 

Determination of Effect 
The project would involve the relocation of Michelson Road, improvements to Mahan 

Road, the installation of two stormwater management ponds and a new access road within the 
boundaries of the NOL Historic District In addition, soil borings as pan of the project design 
landscaping, bike palhs, sidewalks and milling and resurfacing of the exisUng pavement will ' 
occur. A tolal of 5.46 acres is required from the Front Area of the NOL property for right-of- 
way. Only 1.52 acres is needed for perpetual easement and 0.05 acre for slope easement. 
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We have considered the potential for this project to affect the NOL Historic District and 
have determined that the impacts would not constitute an adverse effect since they occur in the 
Front Area of the property which was designed to be a buffer between New Hampshire Avenue 
(MD 650) and the NOL complex. The proposed changes will be beneficial to the property by 
providing better access and enhancing the buffer area. We do not believe that the proposed 
changes will diminish, the overall integrity of the location, design, sening, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, or association of the NOL Historic District. 

Although there will be some alteration of the landscape in the Front Area, the golf course 
and campus-like plan will remain intact In fact, ponds (storm management) are often 
incorporated into the design of golf courses and appropriately "fit" into the existing landscape. It 
is also worth noting that the NOL golf course has undergone many physical changes since it was 
built in 1952. According to the MIHP survey form, Edmund Ault, a registered golf course 
architect, provided a long-range renovation plan in 1964, and many of those changes have been 
implemented over the past thirty years. Within the context of the district, we believe the 
proposed changes will not significantly alter the Front Area that was created to provide a physical 
and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the main complex. In conclusion, we 
ascertain that the proposed project will not introduce elements that would adversely affect 
characteristics of the district as a whole that would preclude the NOL Historic District for    : 
inclusion in the NRHP. We believe the proposed project will have no adverse impact on the 
NOL Historic District (Attachment V, Effect Table). 

Additionally, as part of the documentation process for federal-aid projects, SHA must 
determine if the requirements of Section 4(0 apply to the use of lind from the NOL Historic 
District. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determined that the requirements of 
Section 4(0 do not apply, however, to the temporary use of the land, when the officials with 
jurisdiction over the resource indicate their agreement with the following five criteria. 

Therefore, SHA seeks your concurrence that the temporary use of land with the NOL 
Historic District for grading within the golf course and constniction access will not peimanenUy 
impact the NOL Historic District and that: - 

• The duration of the use will be temporary and less than the time needed for construction of 
the project. 

The temporary use of the NOL golf course for grading will be completed prior to final 
completion of the MD 650 improvements. 

• 77i< ownership of the property will not change or resul) in the retention of long term or 
indefinite interests in the land for transportation purposes. 
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The ownership of the NOL golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA right-of- 
way will remain with GSA, leased by M-NCPPC, and will continue to be maintained by M- 
NCPPC. 

• The scope of the work will be minor, in which the nature and magnitude of the changes to the 
resource will be minimal. 

Temporary use of the NOL golf course property will be required due to grading within the 
vicinity of the proposed stormwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and access 
roads. This will require an approximately 1.3 acre temporary easement from GSA within the 
NOL Historic District. 

• There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be 
interference with the activities or purposes of the resource, on either a temporary or 
permanent basis. 

The temporary grading will not adversely impact the Front Area that was created to 
provide a physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the main complex. 
Overall, it is anticipated that there will be no interference with the activities or purposes of 
the NOL golf course, on either a temporary or permanent basis. 

• The land being used will be fully restored, in that the resource will be returned to a 
condition, which is at least as good as that which existed prior to the project. 

The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to an acceptable condition 
upon completion of the grading. Mature trees will be avoided to the extent possible. If any 
mature trees require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the 
appropriate tree species upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC. 

Please note that your concurrence with the above five criteria is only for determining if 
Section 4(0 applies to this temporary use of NOL Historic District property. SHA's need for the- 
temporary construction easement will be arranged with members of GSA's staff and their right- 
of-way officials prior to the constniction. 

Review Request 
Please examine the attached maps and plans. We request your concurrence by November 

21,2001 that proposed Project No. MO900B21 will have no adverse effect on the NQL Historic 
District (M: 33-25), the only historic resource located within the APE. We additionally request 
your concurrence with the temporary use criteria pertaining to the proposed grading within the 
NOL golf course. 

By carbon copy, we invite the Monlgomeiy County Historic Preservation Commission 
and Montgomery Preservation, Inc., to provide comments and participate in the consultation 
process. Pursuant to the requirement of the implementing regulations found at 36 CFR Part 800 

* 
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SHA seeks their assistance in identifying historic preservation issues as they relate to this specific 
project (see 36 CFR 800.2 (c) (4) and (6), and 800.3 (0 for information regarding the 
identification and participation of consulting panics, and 800.4, and 800.5 regarding the 
identiflcation of historic properties and assessment of effects). For additional information 
regarding the Section 106 regulations, see the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's 
websiie, www.achp.gov. or contact the Maryland State Highway Administration or the Maryland 
Historical Trust.) If no response is received by November 21, we will assume that these offices 
decline to participate. Please call Ms. Liz Buxlon at 410-545-8698 with questions regarding 
standing structures for this project. Ms. Mary F. Barse may be reached at 410-545-2883 with 
concerns regarding arcnewogy. 

Very truly yours, 

Cynthia D. Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

by: JL*. 
Grey      / 

>ivision Chief 

Attachments: 
D 
n) 

DD 
IV) 

V) 

Bruce M. 
Deputy Division ( 
Project Planning Division 

Project Plans • . . 
SHA Beltsville, MD. Quadrangle with Inventoried Resources and APE 
Indicated 
Maryland State HistoricSites Inventory Form/ MHT letter 
SHA Beltsville, MD Quadrangle with Inventoried Archeological Sites and 
Surveys' 
Effect Table 

Ms. Mary F. Barse, (w/ Attachments II through V) 
Ms. Liz Buxlon, (w/ Attachments H through V 
Ms. Allison Cauthom (w/ Attachments n through V) 
Ms. Pamela McNicholas 
Ms. Maria Hoey (w/ Attachments I through V) 
Mr. Patrick Schmin (w/ Attachments K and V) 
Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Mr. Donald H. Sparklin 

Mr. J. Rodney Little 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
Page Eight 

Ms. Owen Marcus Wright, M-NCPPC (w/ Attachments I through V) 
Ms. Denise Winslow, FHWA (w/ Attachments I through V) 
Ms. Gail Rothrock, PGHPC (w/ Attachments I through V) 

$ 
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Concurrence with Determination of EfTect 

Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 

Montgomery County, MD 
October 19,2001 

The Maiyland Historical Trast (MHT) concurs with the Slate Highway Administration's (SHA) 
detemiination ofrno adverse effect for the referenced undertaking as documented in the SHA's 
correspondeiuH dated October \i, 2001. 

By: 
Maryland State Historic Preservation Office/ 
Maryland Historical Trust 

oi/rt/c OS- 
Date 

MHT Log Number   2.00\ Q 3 7k O 

Comments on the determination, if any, or conditions for its acceptance by the MHT: 

MARYLAND 
HISTORICAL 

Parrta N. Gltndantng, Governor 
Pautcto J. Payna, SoeraUry 

June  6,   1997 

Offica of Pwwfvalion S«»viea» 

M». Andrea Monea-O'Hara 
Historic Preservation Officer 
General Services Administration 
National Capital Region 
Washington, D.C.  20407 

!=> 

Re: Naval Surface Warfare Center 
(Naval Ordnance Laboratory) 
Determination of Eligibility 
Section 106 Review 

Dear Ma. Mones-O'Hara: 

The Maryland Historical Trust has reviewed the submitted MHT 
Historic Sites Inventory Form and photographs for the Naval 
Ordnance Laboratory, received 26 March 1997. Our office had 
previously concurred with the U.S. Navy's determination that there 
were no National Register eligible properties at the Naval Ordnance 
Laboratory. This determination was based on the evaluation of only 
eleven (11) structures at the laboratory. The submitted revised 
documentation provides a more complete identification and 
evaluation of the entire laboratory complex including 372 
resources. Based on this, information, we concur with your 
determination that the Naval Ordnance Laboratory is eligible for 
the National Register as an Historic District under National 
Register Criteria A, B and C and that the district meets National 
Register Criteria Consideration G, regarding properties less than 
50 years of age, as it has achieved exceptional significance at the 
national level as a first-generation Cold-War-period itaval weapons 
research facility. 

The Naval Ordnance Laboratory achieves significance under 
Criterion A as the first-, and until the late-igeo's, the.only 
comprehensive Cold-War-period naval weapons research and 
development facility in the United States.' The property achieves 
significanca under Criterion B for its association with; and 
employment of several of the country's top scientista, and 
scientists brought from Germany during and after World War II, 
whose.research at the site resulted in major scientific advances, 
both in Naval weapons development and science generally. Under 
Criterion C, the property is significant for its architectural 

Divbioa of HiaoricaJ and Cultural Piufiawa 
100 Commmajr Placa • CrowvnUc. Maiybnd 210)2 • (410)514- 

• r»--r.j-—rr Twri)* y«rf» 
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character and design, with several buildings designed by Egger* t, 
Higgina, one of the largest firms in the country, receiving 
contracts for a variety of government buildings, ' military 
facilities, hospitals, and university buildings in the post-war 
period. Most important under- Criterion C ia the engineering 
significance of many facilities where specialized ordnance 
development and testing occurred, including several unique 
buildings and structures. For the same three criteria (A, B, and 
C), the complex achieves exceptional significance under National 
Register Criteria Consideratioa G, at the national level for its 
pivotal role as a first-generation Cold-War-period defense weapons 
research facility, being for many years, the only, and after about 
1970, the foremost facility of its kind in the United States. 

Our office is concuring with your determination of eligibility 
for the historic district as a whole. He are not concuring with 
your determination concerning which individual buildings do or do 
not contribute to. the district. Only a few photographs showing 
representative examples of the resources contained in the district 
were included with .the Inventory Form. In order to make an 
evaluation of. individual properties, we would need photographs of 
each building and information concerning. its use, the role the 
building played during the district's period of significance, and 
an evaluation of its integrity. 

We understand that this identification and evaluation has been 
performed as part of GSA's compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended) in 
conjunction with the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
D. S. Food and Drug Administration' Consolidation. Our office has 
received a copy of the EIS for review through the Maryland State 
Clearinghouse. The EIS explains that the White Oak site will -be 
used to provide new, consolidated, state-of-the-art facilities for 
the headquarters component of FDA on one location in Montgomery 
County, Maryland. The EIS indicates that GSA prepared a detailed 
evaluation of the existing buildings and systems for their 
potential renovations/reuse in the new development scheme, or their 
demolition. The findings indicated that it would not be cost 
effective to rehabilitate and reuse the majority of the existing 
buildings. All buildings within a 170 acre area will be demolished 
with the exception of the Building 1 (the Main Administration 
Building) and Building 100. ; 

The EIS correctly states that, if the SHPO concurs with the 
determination that the Naval Ordnance Historic District ia eligible 
for the National Register, the proposed action will have an adverse 
effect on historic properties, and that GSA will need to consult 
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with the SHPO, the Advisory Council, and involve interested persons 
to determine ways in which GSA will minimize or mitigate adveree 
impacts• 

To date, GSA has not informed the SHPO or the Advisory Council 
of .the proposed undertaking, alternatives considered, or the effect 
of the project, on historic properties. We await thia information 
to initiate Section 106 consultation concerning the effects of the 
project on historic properties.  Should you have any questions 
please contact Ms. Jo Ellen Freese at (410) 514-7630.      •"r?"' 

Sincerely, 

/J. Rodney Little 
Maryland State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

JRL/JEF/jef 
49603243 

Hon. Gilbert Gude 
Mr. Charles Edson 
Ms. Mary Gardiner 
Ms.' Gwen Marcus 
Ms. Marie-Regine Charles-Bowser 



US. GlNEXAL SERVICIS ADMINUTKATION 
N»Hoiul Optii] Rtgion  

WX  24 2000 

M*. Betsy Bretz 
LABQUEST Chairperson 
10733 Klntoch Road 
Silver Spring, MO 20903 

Dear Ms. Brett; • 

•niank you tor your letter of support regartlng the conaolWaUon of the Food and 
OruB Admlntotration (FDA) at'tha Federal Research Center at White Oefc. We 
look forward to compleUnfl the project through IU remalnlno three phrasa* and 
appreciate our continuing dialog with LABQUEST and the local conxnunity. 

/U menlioned In your tetter.the FDA complex wU not occupy the entire White 
Oak site. Now that the funding tor the FDA complex haa begun, we wM begin the 
mB»tor ptanphg process for tho remaining 530 acre*; A* stated in our public 

• meeting*, for the rake of convenience, we have Identified the FDA complex aa 
Parcel A and the remainder of the .He as P.rcel B. 

Our staff stated In a IABOUE8T meeting on April 28. that we plan to begin the 
master planning process of Parcel B by the end of this year, At that tinw vw 
r0,."•^ ^ ?r0Up th*t ,hlB P"***' *«' <«««' ftcm the FDA maater plan In that It 
Hkaly will not be a plan for a specHIc agency, but will provide a framework for 
Mure development of various uses. It will identify the size and location of 
developable areas, and will address alternative uses, indudlrm appropriate 
densit/ea. Wa stated that we would coordinate with the existing useaes wel aa 
,2,    * S^fef fl**»IV'?9a«»«8.such.te«Je, aai.oe..*-; ^^eSgnment,    • 
and security. AddlUonally, we stated that we would follow the Section 100 
procws regarding historic pneservstion. Finally, we emphasized that public 
partWpeton will be a major element in the process. 

301 7lhS«w«t8W,WiiWn8»>^DC 10*07.(KJOl 

       "As  

Vll-3b 

We are aware of LABQUESTs ssplrations for the site, and wM seriously consider 
them In the planning process. I have requested that Mr. Thomae Jemee, 
Director, Portfolio Management Division, of my staff meet with you to discuss 
your concerns. Mr. James will be contacting you early next week to set up a 
meeting. 

We appreciate your continued participation in the dovetopment of this important 
asset 

Sincerely, 

••0   R' 

oui'^saD 
lelson 8. Alcalde 

Regional Administrator 

s 



J«mi»ry6,2000 
Jean Chait, Project Manager 
Monlgomay County Department of Transportation 
101 Monroe Street 
Rockville,MD  20S5O 

Re: FDA Consolidation Transportation Imptovonent Feasibility Study of March 30,1999 

Dear Ms. Chait: -- ^....-._.- _.    

In the absawe of any public forums, infornialional programs or presentations by cither the County or local 
citizen associations on this traflic study in the past year, 1 have chosen to submit written comments on the project 
directly to you 

I do undosland the "fluid nature" of the project and that traflic numbers are being reviewed along with the 
questions associated with a second New Hampshire Avenue entrance. I also question the seemingly-segmented 
pltmrag approach which is being used on the traflic aspect of the FDA consolidation. However, the fact that 
technical re-evaluations are currently happening provides an opportumty for broader public input fisninu be teld 
now. I hope that your office, in conjunction with (he Maryland Stale Highway Adrninistnlion, will do so. 

In the spirit of constructive input, here are my specific comments on the original study: 

CONCERN FOR PEDESTRIANS: Given that the task is to move more traflic on New Hampshire Avenue by 
widening the road and re-liming the traffic lights, one unintended result will be additional pressure on pedestrian 
safety. Currently, walking across New Hampshire Avenue at either business center (White Oak and Hillandale) is 
hazardous and will become more so. Given the nature of the pedestrian traflic (senior citizens from HOC's Holly 
Hall Apartments lo the Safeway in Hillandale and lots of fool traflic in White Oak) provisions for safe travel must 
be mader-This should-include on-denund waSUights of sufficient length for elderly and safe-havens in known foot- 
•raflicaieas. One specific safe-haven which needs lo be mainUined is the median on New Hampshire Avenue south 
of Powder Mill Road. (FY1: Holly Hall is mis-labeled as the George Meany Center on figure 4-9.) 

BUS STOPS: Bus slops and shelters along New Hampshire Avenue need lo be upgraded as a part of this project 
(or even sooner). For example, Ihe bus stop on south-bound New Hampshire at the beltway needs a shelter. Many 
bus-using shoppers patronize Ihe Hillandale Shopping Center and are led (with heavy grocery bags) in the rain and 
mud at this stop. Also, Ihe shelter at Ihe Shell Station in White Oak needs serious improvements including 
expansion, connecting sidewalks, and a floor. 

TRACTOR-TRAJLER TURNS: The turning radii oftractor traiiers, and Ihe new larger 53-foot-trailcr trucks which 
enter the business areas, need lo be accorarnodaled ai the Powder Mill Road, Hion Road and Lockwood intenections. 
For example, Ihe Hillandale Shopping Center requires trucks lo use the Powder Mill Road entrance. Large trucks, 
making the two right turns from New Hampshire Avenue, routinely travel on Ihe sidewalks and require opposing' 
traflic on Powder Mill Road to back-up in order to negoliale Ihe turn. 

SPEED The modifications to increase Ihe traflic volume during rush-hours and business-hours means that New 
Hampshire Avenue will become even more of a speeding zone in Ihe off-hours. Since there is no ability to make an 
elastic road, what methods (closing off the additional lane, light-timing changes, etc.) will be used lo give 
homeowners (New Hampshire Avenue has single-family homes) and pedestrians a measure of safety when traflic 
is lighter? 

GOLF COURSE: Tlie continued use of the golf course by MNCPP is a benefit to Ihe greater While Oak 
community and preserving, this recreation facility is important. I urge the County and the Slate to protect this 
resource as the final plans are developed. 

VU-Hb 

Beyond these specifics, I hove Ihree issues which are part of Ihe greater pichre of Ihe area, die FDA 
consolidation and eventual larger use of Ihe entire Federal Research Center. (These issues do not include Ihe "Purple 
Line," since this particular solution will not be quickly decided, funded, or implementot-and in Ihe end, may not 
even include White Oak.) 

NEGOTIATED CEILING: Evaluate and potentially reduce the on-sile parking available for the FDA (currently 
requested lo be 4,500 [or more?], but subject to final approval by NCPQ, (hereby requiring greater improvements 
in TDM plans. Also, negotiate traffic maximums with GSA on Ihe total site as was done with the Army at Forest 
Glen. Negotiate some lype of pedestrian access for employees to go to work or to go lo Ihe shopping center without 
requiring a car. (Back in January 1999, Ihen-involvcd developer Uoyd Moore actually commented that "Ifsomcooe" 
wanted lo walk to work, they should take their car.") 

TRANSIT CENTER: Cwrenlly in Ihe Facility Planning Phase with Ihe Montgomery County Department of Public 
Works and Transportation is a C1P project for a While Oak Transit Center. Alihough I do not know all (he details, 
I understand that ihe concept is for a 2 jO^ar paric-and-ride lot with a J-bus-bay transit center located at (or near?) 
the While Oak Shopping Center. Given Ihe traffic pressures which exist at thai location, and additional pressure 
from (he FDA consolidation, I suggest that this be re-evaluated in Hght of Ihe pcalcr wbote. 

First, can these 250 cars be belter handled in Fairland, Spenccrville, Colesville, or Howard County instead 
of adding lo Ihe congestion of While Oak? Second, will FDA/FRC employees (limited by TDM) find this a 
omvenient place lo park, thocby defeating a primary goal of reducing cars? Could a transit center (without a park- 
and-ride) be better located on ihe Federal Research Center property? Given the amount of land and the pressure 
which Ihe development of ihe FRC adds lo White Oak, having the Federal government contribute lo the solutions 
makes sense. Of course this transit center needs lo be accessible by the public. A model for this approach is at NIH. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE SOUTH OF THE BELTWAY: The traflic study reports lhat intersections in 
this area operale at a failing level of service (F "LOS^, yet (he report makes no recommendations or cost evaluations 
for improvements. Although cxpedieM,ihis is very short-sighted. Montgomery, Prince George's and Ihe Slate need 
to include improvements in this sea also. 

The ultimate solution is to redirect the University of Maryland-bound traffic to (he proposed beltwoy-to- 
University Boulevard access road. This requires political will lo authorize a new beltway exit and gain access 
through Ihe BARC property, but it is Ihe only way lo improve many of Ihe over-taxed roads of Adclphi and reduce 
Ihe increasing neighborhood cut-thru (via Elton lo Riggs Road and Oakview lo Mount Pisgah). Furthermore, this 
would alleviate Ihe problem of backups on Ihe 650-soulh-bound-beItway exit and stacking at lefl-tum lanes which 
contribute to traffic accidents on New Hampshire Avenue. Although the new road is considered lo be a Prince 
George's issue, il is not It is an important component to the whole picture of traffic flow in Ihe corridor. 

I hope that the County will be eager to open this process to all citizens in the near fiiturei 

Regards, >1 

Eileen Finnegan 
10404 Sweetbriar Parkway 
Silver Spring, MD  20903 
301-439-2263 

w 
Senator Ida Ruboi 
Council Member Bcriage 
Council Member Piaixner 
William Husmann. Chair, MNCPP 
Brace Romer, MC-CAO 

Mary Amtt, GSA 
Bi»PoocrV)n.GSA 
E. LuniTonl, FDA 
Glen Smith. MD-SHA 
Mm CUric. MC-DPWAT 

Gearje Cardwd. PCC-DPWAT 
Ken Joacph. Chair, ECCAB 
Michad Schultz, PraidcM. 

Hillandale Chizcna* Aasodalion 
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vis N. Gkndeninf 
Governor 

Mirylind Dtpanmcnl of Natural Resources 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

Tawd Sale OfTica BuiMinj. B-3 
Aanipolis, Marylud 21401 

August 10,2001 

Stanley K. Arthur 
Acting Stcnlary 

Mr. Donald H. Sparklin 
Project Planning Division 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
Stale Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Sparklin: 

presence^ S^ for mfotmation on fc 

MO900B2,: MD 650 from M95 to US £ (M^^•^•^!^** ^ 

would be classified as Use I wateis (Water Contact R^r.'.i„     !.T' •ny.dn"n,"8es *!*" Ihe work are, 
no instream work ispennitted in U«IsueamX^he ~ ^   ITT,0f.A<,U""'CUfe>- Genera»y. 

con^me.ods.andoJrBestMan^r^rrS^r^S 
If you have any questions concerning these comments, you may conuc. me a. 410-260-8331. 

Sincerely, 

fcsT 
y C. Dinttman, Jr., Director Ray C _ _, ..._ wu^„ 

Environmental Review Unit 
RCD 

DNR TTY for tfi W «lo) J<44Ui 
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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Chesapeake Bay Field Office 
177 Admiral Cochrane Drive 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

September 12,2001 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

ATTN: Mr. Donald Sparklin 

RE:     Project No. MO900B21 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
Intersection Improvements 
Montgomery County, MD 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

This responds to your August 9,2001, request for information on the presence of species which 
are federally listed or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened within the vicinity of MD 
650, from 1-495 to US 29. We have reviewed the information you enclosed and are providing 
comments in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat 884 as 
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531*/ seq.). ' 

Except for occasional transient individuals, no federally proposed or listed endangered or 
threatened species are known to exist within the project impact area. Therefore, no biological 
assessment or further Section 7 consultation is required with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Should project plans change, or if additional infoimation on the distribution of listed or proposed 
species becomes available, this determination may be reconsidered. 

This response relates only to federally protected threatened or endangered species under our 
jurisdiction. It does not address the Service's concerns pursuant to the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act or other legislation. For information on the presence of other rare species you 
should contact Ms. Lori Byrne of the Maryland Heritage and Wildlife Division at 
(410)260-8573. 

jD-ft 



We appreciate the opportunity to provide infoimation relative to fish and wildlife issues and 
thank you for your interest in these resources. If you have any questions or need further' 
assistance, please contact Charisa Morris at (410) 573-4550. 

Sincerely, 

Y1. Katnaswamy, PhD. MaryJ 
Program Leader 
Endangered Species 
Chesapeake Bay Field Office 

Panis N. G)endenin{ 
Gavtmer 

Kathleen Kennedy Townscnd 
Ll. Governor 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

Fores, Wildlife and Heritage Service 
Tawcs State Office Building, E-l 

Annapolis, Maryland 2140] 

1. ChartaFox 
Stcntlory 

Stanley K. Arthur 
Deputy Secretary 

September 10,2001 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

RE: Environmental Review for Project No. Mo900B21, MD 650 fi-om I-49S to US 
29, Intersection Improvements, Montgomery County, Maryland. 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

The Wildlife and Heritage Division has no records for Federal or State rare, 
threatened or endangered plants or animals within this project site. This statement should 
not be interpreted as meaning that no rare, threatened or endangered species are present 
Such species could be present but have not been documented because an adequate survey 
has not been conducted or because survey results have not been reported to us. 

However, the forested area on or adjacent to the project site contains Forest 
Interior Dwelling Bird habitat. Populations of many Forest Interior Dwelling Bird species 
(FIDS) are declining in Maryland and throughout the eastern United States   The 
conservation of this habitat is strongly encouraged by the Department of Natural 
Resources.. The following guidelines will help minimize the project's impact, on FIDS 
and other naUve forest plants and wildlife: 

I.        Avoid placement of new roads or related construction in the forest interior  If 
forest loss or disturbance is absolutely unavoidably restrict development to the 
perimeter of the forest (i.e., within 300 feet of the exisiting forest edge), and avoid 
road placement in areas ofhigh quality FIDS habitat (e.g., old-growth forest) 
Maximize the amount of remaining contiguous forested habitat. 

TclcplKinc:  mm 2ri<)-x.viil 
DNR TTY for Ihc Deaf: H III) 974-:iMM Vltf 
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September 10, 200] 

2. Do not rerrove or disturb forest habitat during May-August, the breeding season 
lor most FIDS. This seasonal restriction may be expanded to February-August if 
certain early nesting FIDS (e.g.. Barred Owl) are present. 

3. Maintain forest habitat as close as possible to the road, and maintain canopy 
closure where possible. 

4. Maintain grass height at least 10" during the breeding season (May-August). 

If you should have any further questions regarding conservation of these species, 

&SZSZ wvJ-m?:Cen,ra, Regiona, Eco]0**for ,he wild,ife - Heri"*e 

Sincerely, 

Lori A. Byrne, 
Environmental Review Specialist, 
Wildlife and Heritage Division 

ER#     2001.1707.mo 

Douglas M. Duncan 
County Exttuttvt 

DEPARTMENT OF POUCE 

January 29, 2002 

Charles A. Moose, Ph.D. 
CbitjofPolict 

Cynthia Simpson, Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Re: Project No. M0900B21 
MD 650 from 1-49S to US 29 

Montgomery County, Maryland 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

•   J^tT^JT^ 'fer^J,'""""y ", 2002, requesting input regarding the effects 
of the State Highway Adm,n,stratton 'J (SHA) study alternatives on response times for 
emergency services along the New Hampshire Avenue corridor. 

j. •     Sergeant Darnel C Mayer, of my staff, looked into the proposed alternatives and 
advaedAltemanve I could result in increased traffic congestion. We foresee no negath* 
.mpacts from the IfV^emenls that you propose in Alternative 2 for New Hampshire Avenue 
b<tweenl-49S and US29. The proposed changes should result in a welconJiZrovcmenrof 
traffic flow in the area. r        •*«••» 

Again, thank you for your letter. Please be assured of our continued cooperation in 
matters of mutual concern and interest •-.•««» m 

^Sincerely, t^vinccrety. 

Commander Drew J. Tracy 
f4 District, Silver Spring 

DJT.lc -t^f^ * -as- 

3nl District Station 
801 Sligo Avtnue • Silver Spring. Midland 20910 • 301/56S.7740, FAX J0V565-5S60 

VU-8b 



Douglas M. Duncan 
County Extculiv* 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 

February 25,2002 

Gordon A. Aoyagi 
finAdminbtnuor 

Cynthia Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Re:     Project No. MO900B21 

Attention:      Darrell Sacks, Group Leader 
Project Planning Division 

Dear Ms Simpson: 

Thank you for providing opportunity for the Montgomery County Fire and 
Rescue Service to comment on the proposed New Hampshire Avenue 
construction project to ease access into the FDA facility in White Oak. Staff has 
reviewed the material you sent and we offer the following comments: 

• We would like to see refuge areas for motorists to move to while 
apparatus is passing during emergency response; 

• We would like advance notification of construction start and stop dates, 
other benchmark events which may cause additional congestion, and 
lane closures; 

• We want to ensure that apparatus egress, both north and south bound, 
will be maintained for Fire Station 12, including signal control; and 

• We would like to see signal control or another type of control to prevent 
motorists from cutting across all lanes of New Hampshire Avenue to 
access Northwest Drive from relocated Michaelson Road. Northwest 
Drive provides a short cut to Lockwood Drive and US Route 29 and we 
believe that not controlling this intersection will result in an increase in 

'vehicle crashes and pedestrians being struck. 

DMsion of Fire and Rescue Services 
1101 Monroe Sum. 12th Floor Rockville, Maiyland 20850-2589 • 240777-2400, TOD 240/777-O725, FAX 240/777-2414 

Serving with dedication, couragt and compassion 

^^ Vll-9b 

Ms. Cynthia Simpson 
February 25. 2002 
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Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment I hope thie concerns 
raised will help with the safe completion of this needed project. If my staff or I 
can provide any additional assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

/Sincerely, 

Chief Roger W. Strock 

RWSVld 

cc:     Mr. Gordon Aoyagi, Fire Administrator 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

March 25,2002 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

John D. Porcari 
Secretvy 

Parker F. Williams 
Adminiurator 

Re:     Project No. M0900B21 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
Widening and Intersection Improvements 
Montgomery County 

Mr. Bill Cries 
Maryland-National Capital 
Park and Planing 
9500 Brunett Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Mr. Ones: 

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is proposing to widen MD 650 from 
approximately 1-495 to US 29, in Montgomery County (See Attachment) to provide an 
additional through lane in the northbound direction. Widening will also occur on Powder Mill 
Road, Mahan Road and Lockwood Drive to accommodate turn lane improvements. The 
proposed scope of work includes the installation of two stormwater management ponds, an 
access road, inlets and outfalls, landscaping, milling and resurfacing existing pavement, and 
construction of medians, curb and gutter, bike paths, and sidewalks. 

The project also proposes to relocate Michelson Road. The relocated Michelson Road 
will include two westbound and eastbound lanes with a median. The original location of 
Michelson Drive will be reconstructed to an eight-foot bike path/sidewalk facility. The project 
will include the relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on ramp, and the 
widening of the US 29 northbound on ramp. The proposed improvements would require 7.81 
acres of the White Oak Golf Course property, which is within the NOL Historic District and 
owned by the General Services Administration, for a perpetual easement. The proposed 
improvements would also temporarily impact 1.40 acres of the golf course propeny. 

The measures proposed by the SHA to minimize harm and to mitigate for permanent use 
of the golf course include the following: 

.    To enhance the visual quality of the proposed stormwater management facility (located 
south of Mahan Drive), proposed landscaping would be incorporated into the pond 
design. A well-designed stormwater management pond with colorful landscape plantings 
that change through the seasons can become an amenity feature to the golf course, 
enhancing the course for both players and passers-by. Flowering trees and shrubs along 
with perennials and ornamental grasses will be important features of the pond 

- landscaping." 

1-800-73S-22S8 Statewide Toll Pre* 

Milling Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MO 31203-0717 
Strwt Addrass: 707 North Calvsrt Strast • Baltlmon, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Bill Gries 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
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. Street trees planttd between MD 650 and the bike/pathways will provide a visual buffer 
between the pedestrian and bikepath/sidewalks and MD 650. The trees will also provide 
shade along the path for pedestrians and cyclists. 

.    Perennial/shmbs/omamental grasses will be planted in a number of beds between the 
bike/pathways and the golf course providing color, seasonal interest and visual variety for 
both the golf course patrons and those using the sidewalk. 

.    Large evergreen trees within a well-designed landscape area will provide a gateway 
feature to enhance the entrance to the golf course. Further planting with flowering trees 
and ground cover in the median at the entrance to the golf course will complete the 
landscaped gateway feature. 

As part of the documenution process for federal-aid projects under the Department of 
Transportation Act of 1966, SHA must also determine if the requirements of Section 4(0 apply 
to the temporary use of the land from the White Oak Golf Course (that is. the 1.40 acres that will 
be affected over and above the perpetual easement). The Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) has determined that the requirements of Section 4(0 do not apply to the temporury use 
of the land, when the officials with jurisdiction over a resource indicate their agreement with the 
following five criteria. 

Therefore, SHA seeks your concurrence on the signature line (at the end of this 
correspondence) that the temporary use of land from the White Oak Golf Course for grading and 
constniction access will not permanently impact the-White Oak Golf Course and that 

.    The duration of the use will be temporary and less than the time needed for construction 
of the project. 
The temporary use of the golf course/historic district for grading in the vicinity of 
proposed stormwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and access roads will be 
completed prior to the final completion of the MD 650 improvements. 

.    The ownership of the property will not change or result in the retention of long term or 
indefinite interests in the land for transportation purposes. 
The ownership of the golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA perpetual 
easement will remain with the General Services Administration (GSA), leased by the 
Maryland-National Capital Parks and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), and will 
continue to be maintained by M-NCPPC. 



Mr. Bill Cries 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
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•    The scope ofihe-work will be minor, in which the nature and magnitude of the changes to 
the resource will be minimal 
Temporary use of the golf course property will be required due to grading within the 
vicinity of the proposed stormwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and 
access roads. This will require an approximately 1.40-acre temporary easement from 
land owned by GSA, but leased by M-NCPPC for the golf course area. 

There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be 
interference with the activities or purposes of the resource, on either a temporary or 
permanent basis. 
The temporary grading will not adversely impact the front area that was created to 
provide a physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the golf 
course. Overall, it is anticipated that there will be no interference with the activities or 
purposes of the golf course. 

.    The landbeing usedwill be fully restored, in that the resource will be returned to a 
condition, which is at least as good as that at which existed prior to the project. 
The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to an acceptable condition 

 "upon completion-oEthc grading. Mature trees will be avoided to the extent possible. If 
any mature trees require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the 
appropriate tree species upon approval by GSA and M-NCPPC. 

Please note that your concurrence with the above five criteria is only for determining if 
Section 4(0 applies to this temporary use of the golf course property. SHA will coordinate the 
temporary construction easement with GSA and M-NCPPC staff and right-of-way officials 
prior to the construction. The Maryland Historical Trust previously indicated their agreement 
with the temporary use criteria relevant to that NOL Historic District 

Should you have any further questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Danell Sacks at 
(Aim S43-8527 ordsacks@sha.state.md.iis. 

Very truly yours, 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

Mr. Bill Cries 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
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By:      —-h/vM-o-   y,     !...», 
Mr. Donald H. Sparklin 
Assistant Division Chief 
Project Planning Division 

CONCURRENCE; 

M...MS-& 
M-NCPPC 

Attachment 

Date 
V^A, 

Mr. Ken Briggs, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Danell Sacks, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Donald Sparklin, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Frank "niomas, GSA 
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Auguit29,2002 

Mr. Neil Pedenen 
Deputy Administrator for Planning & Engineering 
Maryland Department of Tfansportadon 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Pedenen: 

Thii letter U to notify you of the statua of our coordination with the Maryland State 
Highway Adminiitration (SHA) on the MD 650 project from 1-495 to US 29. Commiiaion 
staff has been attending SHA's monthly coordination meetings on the project, and all issues 
related to the White Oak Golf Course are being resolved to our satisfaction through these 
meetings. To date, all issues related to the storm water management ponds, slopes, proposed 
landscaping, construction impacts and construction schedules have been coordinated and 
resolved to the best of our knowledge. Ongoing coordination is required with respect to 
construction sequencing and utility relocation work to ensure that the golf courae can remain 
open during construction. 

The Commission is pleased with the level of cooperation and coordination that has been 
provided by the Maryland State Highway Administration during die course of this project 
We look forward to continued cooperation as the project proceeds into the construction 
phase. 

.Straw 
Deputy Director of Parks 

Copy: JenyBush 

VH-Uft 

t Maryland Department ofltansportatlon 
State Highway Administration 

October 23,2002 

Parts N. Glendenlng 
Gmmor 

John D. Porcari 
SKrataiy 

Parker F. Williams 
AdmlnMrMM 

Re: Project No. M0900B21 
MD 650 from 1-495 to US 29 
Widening and Intersection Improvements 
Montgomery County 

Mr. OmarN. Beyah 
Assistant Manager 
US General Services Administration 
National Capital Region 
301 7* Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20407-0001 

Dear Mr. Beyah: 

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is proposing to widen MD 650 fiom 
approximately 1-495 to US 29, in Montgomery County to provide an additional through-lane in 
the northbound direction. Widening will also occur on Powder Mill Road, Mahan Road, and 
Lockwood Drive to accommodate turn lane improvements. The proposed scope of work 
includes the installation of two stonnwater management ponds, an access road, inlets, and 
outfalls, landscaping, milling and resurfacing existing pavement, and construction of medians, 
curb and gutter, bike paths, and sidewalks. 

The project also proposes to relocate Michelson Road. The relocated Michelson Road 
will include two westbound and eastbound lanes with a median. The original location of 
Michelson Road will be reconstructed to be an eight-foot bike path/sidewalk facility. The 
project will include the relocation and reconstruction of the US 29 southbound on-ramp, and the 
widening of the US 29 northbound on-ramp. The proposed improvements would require right- 
of-way from the White Oak Golf Course property, which is within the NOL Historic District and 
owned by the General Services Administration (GSA). The proposed improvements would also 
require temporary impact to 1.89 acres of the golf course property for fine grading and 
construction access. 

As part of the documentation process for federal-aid projects under the Department of 
Transportation Act of 1966, SHA, on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
must determine if the requirements of Section 4(f) apply to the temporary use of the land from 
the White Oak Golf Course. (That is, the 1.89 acres that will be temporarily affected over and 
above the required right-of way.) The FHWA has determined that the requirements of Section 
4(f) do not apply to the temporary use of the land, when the officials with jurisdiction over a 
resource indicate their agreement with the following five criteria. Therefore, SHA seeks your 
concurrence on the signature line (at the end of this correspondence) that the temporary use of 

My Maphom number la  
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1.89 acres of land from the White Oak Golf Coune for grading and construction access will not 
permanently impact the White Oak Golf Course and that: 

• The duration ofthe lot will b* temporary and leu than the time rieeded for construction 
of the project 
The temporary use of the golf course/historic district for grading in As vicinity of 
proposed stonnwater management ponds, bike psths, sidewalks, and access roads will be 
completed prior to the final completion of the MD (550 improvements. 

.    The ownership of the property will not change ornndt in the retention of long term or 
indefinite interests In the land for transportation purposes. 
The ownership of the golf course outside of existing and proposed SHA right-of-wsy will 
remain with die Genenl Services Administration (GSA), used and maintained by die 
Maryland-National Capital Parks snd Planning Commission (M-NCPPC). 

.    Jhe scope efth* work will be minor, in which the nature and magnitude cftht changes to 
the resource will be minimal. 
Temporary use of the golf course property will be required due to grading within the 
vicinity of the proposed stonnwater management ponds, bike paths, sidewalks, and 
access roads. This will require an approximately 1.89 -acre of temporary easement from 
land owned by GSA, but used by M-NCPPC for the golf course area. 

• There will be no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be 
interference with the activities or purposes ofthe resource, on either a temporary or 
permanent basts. 
The temporary grading will not adversely impact the front area that was created to 
provide a physical and natural buffer that preserves the visual character of the golf 
course. Overall, it is anticipated that there will be no interference with the activities or 
purposes of the golf course. 

.    The land being used will be fully restored, in that the resource will be retunml to a 
condition, which is at least as good as that which existed prior to the project. 
The areas where temporary use is proposed will be restored to an acceptable condition 
upon completion of the grading. Mature trees will be avoided to the extent possible. If 
any mature trees require removal, they will be properly mitigated with re-planting of the 
appropriate tree species upon spproval by GSA and M-NCPPC. 

Mr. OmarN. Beyah 
MD650 
Page3 

Should you have any further questi 
uitn 545-8527 or (fmtofitela.italt.mi 

ons or concerns, please contact Mr. Danell Sacks at 
ua. 

Very truly yours. 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Deputy Director 

By: iLejjk 
Mr. Donald H. Sparklin 
Assistant Division Chief 
Project Planning Division 

CONCURRENCE: 

Dste 

srfL. ^r- 
General Services Administration 

cc:   Mr.MaxAziri.FHWA 
Mr. Ken Briggs, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Bill Ones, M-NCPPC 
Mr. Christian C Larson, SHA-ORB 
Mr. J.Rodney Little, MHT 
Mr. DsrreU Sacks, SHA-PPD 
Mr. Donald Sparklin, SHA-PPD 



APPENDIX A. BUSINESS INVENTORY 

1 
u 
0 
11 
H 

Properties in the Vicinity Street Address Business Type 

1                                                                                          Hillandale Shopping Center #1 
Beneficial • Bankinq/Rnancinq 10171 New Hampshire Avenue Financing, Insurance, and Real Estate 
Parcel ETC. - Shipping/Mailboxes 10169 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 

Mattress Warehouse 10165 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 

KFC 10163 New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 

Radio Shack 10161 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 

Chevy Chase Bank 10159 New Hampshire Avenue Depository Institutions 

One Hour MotoPhoto 10157 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 

Park Florist 10155 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 

Brother Sew and Vac 10153 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 

Hillendale Opticians 10149 New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 

Judy's Hallmark 10159 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 

1                                                                                          HmanaHeShomifng Center #2 
Ames 10121 New Hampshire Avenue General Merchandise Stores 

Aristo Valent Inc. 10119 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 

Beer/Wine 10117 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 

CompoClub 10115 New Hampshire Avenue Unknown 

CVS Pharmacy 10113 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 

Viet Palace Restaurant 10107 New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 

Avani Travel 1620 Elton Road #203 Services 

Nancy's Nails 1608 Elton Road Personal Services 
Family Hair 1610 Elton Road Personal Services 
Video Stop 1640 Elton Road Services 

Hillandale Shopping Center #3 
Safeway                                                                          110101 New Hampshire Ave.          | Food Stores 

Our Savior Episcopal Church 1700 Powder Mill Road Individual and family Social Services 

Shell 10201 New Hampshire Avenue Automotive Dealers and Gasoline Senrice Stores 

L ., _____7   " -•    .  .:.                                                                      ••• 
7-Eleven 10203 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 
Eastern Carry Out 10205 New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 
Cleaners 10207 New Hampshire Avenue Personal Services 

1                                                                              " ' 
Family Dentist 10401 New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 
CHI Center 10501 New Hampshire Avenue Individual and Family Services 
Hillandale Park Athletic Field New Hampshire Avenue Amusement and Recreation Services 

1                                                                                                            Barnett Buildinq                                                                                                           ] 
Edward M. Barnett - Atty @ Law 10611 New Hampshire Avenue, 

Suite 1 
Legal Services 

Lena S. Barnett - Atty © Law 10611 New Hampshire Avenue, 
Suite 2 

Legal Services 

M-Tech Graphics 10611 New Hampshire Avenue, 
Suite 3 

Business Services 

The Cleaning Authority 10611 New Hampshire Avenue, 
Lower Level 

Personal Services 

I   :r::.::::..             •   • 1 
Recreation Center 10615 New Hampshire Avenue Amusement and Recreation Services 

Hillendale Fire Department 10617 New Hampshire Avenue Justice, Public Order and Safety 
White Oak Public Golf Course 10911 New Hampshire Avenue Amusement and Recreation Services 

1                                                                               Hardware City Butldins and Warehouse Patk                                                                              1 
A-1 TV Sales and Service 11125 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 
Protech Pest Control 11127B New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 
Ballinger Electric Company 11117 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 
Arc Signs 11119 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 
Hardware Store - closed 11105 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 

1                                                                              White Oak Professional BuifcMno -' 
White Oak Foot Care Center 11161 New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 
State Employees Credit Union (SECU) 11161 New Hampshire Avenue Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
Sylvan Learning Center 11161 New Hampshire Avenue Educational Services 
White Oak Pediatric 11161 New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 
Provident Bank of Maryland 11161 New Hampshire Avenue 

#101 
Depository Institutions 

  ..::...::.::::::::..            -      -                         
Potomac Electric Power Co. (PEPCO) No Address Transportation, Communication, Electrical, gas and Sanitation 

Services 
Fitness Equation 11313 Lockwood Drive Personal Services 
7-Eleven 11303 Lockwood Drive Miscellaneous Retail 
Exxon 11177 New Hampshire Avenue Automotive Dealers and Gasoline Services Stores 

I                                                                                             Popeye's Complex                                                                                            1 
Popeye's 11311 Lockwood Drive Eating and Drinking Places 

Checks Cashed 11311A Lockwood Drive Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
Best City Buffet 11305 Lockwood Drive Eating and Drinking Places 

1       .       ..                                                                     •     -                               ;                                                                                                          i 
Pope's Funeral Home 11315 Lockwood Drive Personal Services 
Private Storage 111421 Lockwood Drive Personal Sendees 
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Properties in the Vicinity Street Address                                                        Business Type 

1                                                                                           White Oak Convience Center 
White Oak Convience Store 11407 Lockwood Drive Miscellaneous Retail 

Spicy America 11409 Lockwood Drive Eating and Drinking Places 

Hope Cleaners 11411 Lockwood Drive Personal Services 

White Oak Auto Sales                                                        |l 1415 Lockwood Drive                 | Automotive Dealers and Gasoline Services Stores 

White Oak Shoppinq Center #1 
Laundromat 11267N New Hampshire Avenue Personal Services 
Chevy Chase Bank 11261 New Hampshire Avenue Depository Institutions 
Snap Shots Photo 11253 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 
Radio Shack 11245 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 

Liquor-Wine 11239 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 
Hunan Manor 11237 New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 

Nations Carpet 11233 New Hampshire Avenue Home Furniture, Furnishings and Equipment Services 
Dollar City 11231 New Hampshire Avenue General Merchandise Stores 
Pet Value 11229A New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 
Conoway Clothing 11229 New Hampshire Avenue Apparel and Accessory Stores 

Ace Variety Store 11227 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 
Cingular Wireless 11225 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 
Hair Pair 11223 New Hampshire Avenue Personal Services 
Giant 11221 New Hampshire Avenue Food Stores 
Rite Aid Pharmacy 11215 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 
Blockbuster Video 11215A New Hampshire Avenue Services 
Simply Wireless 11213 New Hampshire Avenue Business Services 
Subway 11211 New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 
Pearle Vision Center 11211A New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 
White Oak Cleaners 11209 New Hampshire Avenue Personal Services 
Bowling 11207 New Hampshire Avenue Amusement and Recreation Services 
K Nails 11205 New Hampshire Avenue Personal Services 
Barber Stylist 11203 New Hampshire Avenue Personal Services 
Starbucks Coffee 11201 New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 

|                                                                                                White Oak Shopping Center #2                                                                                               j 
Chef Theo's 11271 New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 
Beauty Center 11273 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 
Fashion Time 11275 New Hampshire Avenue Apparel and Accessory stores 
Mattress Discounters 11277 New Hampshire Avenue General Merchandise Stores 
Chesapeake Bagel Bakery 11279A New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 
Pizza Castle 11279B New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 
Payless Shoe Source 11281 New Hampshire Avenue Apparel and Accessory stores 

1.        ..                                                                                                                                                                         1 
Sears 11255 New Hampshire Avenue General Merchandise Stores 
Sears Auto Center 11255 New Hampshire Avenue Automotive Repairs, Services and Marketing 
Jiffy Lube 11259 New Hampshire Avenue Automotive Repairs, Sen/ices and Maiteting 
Boston Market 11297 New Hampshire Avenue Eatinq and Drinking Places 
White Oak Library 11701 New Hampshire Avenue Educational Services 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church 11612 New Hampshire Avenue Individual and Family Social Services 
The Thorton Friends School 11612 New Hampshire Avenue Educational Services 
Boy Scout Troop 812 Milestone Drive Member Organizations 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses 812 Milestone Drive Individual and Family Social Services 
Berkshire Towers 11215 Oak Leaf Drive Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
Shaare Tefila Congregation 11120 Lockwood Drive Individual and Family Social Services 

|                                                                                         White Oak Professional ParK #1                                                                                         | 
Royal Custom Tailor and Dry Cleaning 11201A Lockwood Drive Personal Services 
Private 11201B Lockwood Drive Unknown 

Acupuncture and Massage Therapy 11203A Lockwood Drive Health Services 
Attorney At Law 11203B Lockwood Drive Legal Services 
Barber Shop 11205A Lockwood Drive Personal Services 
Radiation Management Association 11205B Lockwood Drive Health Services 
CBM Fine Needle Aspiration 11207A Lockwood Drive Health Services 
Deborah L. Shipler, Abbie, Levine, Deborah F. Feldman 11207B Lockwood Drive Health Services 
Andrew of London Hair Design 11209A Lockwood Drive Personal Services 
Eva Cares Nursing Services, Inc. 11209B Lockwood Drive Health Sen/ices 
Inaccessible 11213 Lockwood Drive Unknown 
Meltzer Group Benefits 11215 Lockwood Drive Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
Kum H. Lee, M.D., ST. Lee, M.D., Chltra Chari, M.D. 11217 Lockwood Drive Health Services 
Chase Home Funding 11219 Lockwood Drive Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
St. Clair & St. Clair Inc. Life & Health Insurance 11221 Lockwood Drive Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
Inaccessible 11223 Lockwood Drive Unknown 
Joyse Romanus, E.A. Tax and Accounting 11225 Lockwood Drive Personal Services 
Behavior Therapy Center 11227 Lockwood Drive Health Services 
Advertising Attractions Inc., Sudler and Associates 11229 Lockwood Drive Business Services 
Inaccessible 11231 Lockwood Drive Unknown 
Majorie L. Bamett M.D., P.C. 11233 Lockwoood Drive Health Sen/ices 
Vanessa Gilliam Collier - Attorney 11259 Lockwood Drive Legal Services 
The Whitehead Companies Unknown Unknown 
American Pagents Unknown Business Services 
Gus loakim Insurance Agency 11259 Lockwood Drive Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 

pi 



PropertiosintheVScinHy Street Address Business Type 

|                                                                                 "WWteOakProfessiorttrtPsrkfi 
Home-Pro Realty, Inc. 11235 Lockwood Drive Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 

Charles M. Dilla, R.P.T., P.A. 11237 Lockwood Drive Health Services 

John Covielle D.D.S., P.A. Renie M. Gross D.D.S. 11239 Lockwood Drive Health Services 

Wallace Real Estate, Inc. 11241 Lockwood Drive Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
Martin Dental 11243 Lockwood Drive Health Services 

1                                                                                         White Oak Professional Park #3 
Franklin Tax Service Inc. 11245 Lockwood Drive Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 

Local 22 I.A.T.S.E. White Oak Dental Partners 11247 Lockwood Drive Health Services 

Fenton Tile Co. Richards, Richards, & Silverman, P.D. 11249 Lockwood Drive Health Services 

MD. Institute Dr. Judith Sprei Psychology 11250 Lockwood Drive Health Services 

Charles M. Benner M.D., Pamela M. Mulshire M.D., Dorthoty 11251 Lockwood Drive Health Services 

Richards, Richards, & Silverman, P.D. 11253 Lockwood Drive #B Health Services 

Hair 2000 11253 Lockwood Drive Personal Services 
Dr. Grose Dentist 11247 Lockwood Drive #A Health Sen/ices 
Doctors Unknown Health Services 

1                                                                                                                                                                 
Roy Rogers 11146 New Hampshire Avenue Eating and Drinking Places 

Shell 11150 New Hampshire Avenue Automotive Dealers, and Gasoline Service Stores 

|                                                                                             White Oak Center 
Oftice Depot 11130 New Hampshire Avenue Miscellaneous Retail 
State Farm Ins. 11120 New Hampshire Avenue Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
BB&T 11140 New Hampshire Avenue Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
Orthodontists New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 
Coldwell Banker Realty Pros, Ltd. 11120 New Hampshire Avenue Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 

1                                                                                                    1 
OBGYN C. Douglas Lord, M.D., P.A. 11016 New Hampshire Avenue Health Sen/ices 
Business (Dentist Office) and Residence attached 11012 New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 
J.S. McLauglin, D.D.S. and Residence attached 10928 New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 
West Hillendale Swim Club New Hampshire Avenue Amusement and Recreation Services 
Francis Scott Ket MS. 910 Schindler Drive Educational Services 
Studio Hair Vigor 10702 New Hampshire Avenue Personal Services 
Crest Haven Elementary School 1234 Cresthaven Drive Educational Services 
Doctors Office 10506 New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 
OBGYN 10408 New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 

1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 1 
Dental Implant Center 11230 New Hampshire Avenue Health Services 
All State Ins. 11230 New Hampshire Avenue Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 

[                                                                                                    Hillandale Center                                                                                                   | 
Cheesesteak Mike's Pub 10222 New Hampshire Ave. Eating and Drinking Places 
Dale 1 Hour Cleaners 10216 New Hampshire Ave. Personal Services 
TV Workshop 10212 New Hampshire Ave. Miscellaneous Repair Sen/ices 

Hillendale Pharmacy 10214 New Hampshire Ave. Miscellaneous Retail 
Hollywood Family Salon 10220 New Hampshire Ave. Personal Services 

I  I 
Amaco New Hampshire Avenue Automotive Dealers, and Gasoline Service Stores 
Holly Hall Apartments 10110 New Hampshire Avenue Financing, Insurance and Real Estate 
Exxon 10206 New Hampshire Avenue Automotive Dealers, and Gasoline Service Stores 
George Meany Center for Labor Studies 10000 New Hampshire Avenue Educational Sen/ices 
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APPENDIX B. ISA PROPERTIES - ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND 
POTENTIAL CONTAMINATION VALUES 

ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 1 
1,500 feet South of 1-495 at 
Building 502 

• Emergency Response Notification System 
• No other information found 
• Unknown quantity and substance 

X 

Site 2 
ADEC White Oak 
10905 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• No reported violations 
• Unknown nature of business 

X 

Site 3 
Adelphia Laboratory Center 
2800 Powder Mill Road 
Adelphia, MD 20783 

Harry Diamond Laboratory 
2800 Powder Mill Road 
Adelphia, MD 20783 

• State Hazardous Waste Site (MD-068) 
• 13 violations reported 
• Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• Transport, Storage, Disposal Facility 
• Six reported UST closures 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

• Two LUSTs with monitoring well sampling 
• Unknown nature of material in UST 
• No MDE file exists for these facilities, 

additional inquiry is warranted 

X 

Site 4 
Amoco Station #766 
10226 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Four 10,000 gallon gasoline USTs currently in 
use 

• Currently used USTs are about Five years old 
• One 10,000 gallon gasoline UST Removed 
• One 8,000 gallon gasoline UST removed 
• Two 6,000 gallon gasoline USTs removed 
• One 550 gallon heating oil UST removed 
• Verification with MDE records confirmed no 

contamination and proper closure on 6-12-95 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site5 
Bell Atlantic 
11300 Columbia Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Unknown size UST for heating oil 
removed/abandoned 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 6 
Brookview Elementary School 
1100 Corliss Street 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 8,000 gallon heating oil UST currently in use 
• 6,000 gallon heating oil UST permanently out 

of use 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 
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ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site? 
Center for the Handicapped 
10501 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

Hillandale Elementary School 
10501 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 6,000 gallon Heating Oil UST 
• Tank was cleaned, pumped and filled with 

cement, no signs of contamination in down 
gradient monitoring well 

• Verification with MDE records confirmed no 
contamination and proper closure on 6-29-95 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

SiteS 
Chateau Apartments 
9727 Mount Pisgah Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 8,000 gallon heating oil UST currently in use 
• Two 20,000 gallon heating oil USTs 

permanently out of use 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 9 
Coca Cola Bottling Company 
1710 Elton Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Reported release from UST, no other 
information about release found 

• 5,000 gallon UST permanently out of service 
• One 8,000 gallon diesel UST permanently out 

of service 
• Two 4,000 gallon gasoline USTs permanently 

out of service 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 10 
Continental Petroleum 
11526 Stewart Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Montgomery White Oak 
Apartments 
11400 Stewart Lane 
11526 Stewart Lane 
11530 Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Graey Management 
11525 Stewart Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Documented release and cleanup 
• No other information available 
• Information inconsistency with Montgomery 

White Oak Apartments 

• 10,000 gallon heating oil UST at each location 
• 8,000 gallon heating oil UST at 11400 

• Closed UST 
• No other information available 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 11 
Cresthaven Elementary School 
1234 Cresthaven Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 10,000 gallon heating oil UST out of service 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 12 
Dale Cleaners 
10216 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 
Generator 

• No recorded violations 

X 
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ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 13 
Dow Jones CO 
llSOlColumbiaPike 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Seven violations reported at facility 
• 550 gallon UST for diesel removed 
• Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• Awaiting additionally requested information 

from Dow Jones CO 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 14 
Exxon #24953 
10206 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Two 19 year old 10,000 gallon diesel USTs 
currently in use 

• 10,000 gallon gasoline UST currently in use 
• Two 8,000 gallon gasoline USTs currently in 

use 
• One 550 gallon used oil UST reported as a 

release, cleanup and removed 
• Three 10,000 gallon USTs removed 
• Four 4,000 gallon USTs removed 
• Two 6,000 gallon USTs removed 
• Verification with MDE records will insure 

proper closure and cleanup 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 15 
Exxon #25404 
11177 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Two 1,000 gallon used oil USTs were 
removed; a release and cleanup is documented 

• Two steel 8,000 gallon and a steel 4,000 
gallon UST were removed 

• The facility currently uses an 8,000 gallon, 
10,000 gallon and 12,000 gallon USTs for 
gasoline 

• MDE records indicate a history of leaks at this 
location, all cases have been subsequently 
closed out with no additional signs of 
contamination 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 16 
Frank J DeLuca Inc 
10751 Kinloch Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• Hazardous Waste Transporter 
• No reported violations 
• Unknown nature of business 

X 

Site 17 
General Industrial Services INC 
9727 MT Pisgah Road 
Suite 1501 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Transport, Storage, Disposal Facility 
• Hazardous Waste Transporter 
• No violations reported 
• Unknown nature of business 

X 
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ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 18 
George Meany Center for Labor 
Studies 
10000 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 15,000 gallon, 6,000 and 1,500 gallon heating 
oil USTs currently in use 

• 500 gallon heating oil UST permanently out of 
use 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 19 
Hillandale Fire Station 
10617 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Reported release and cleanup of oil/water 
separator overflow case closed on 2-18-93 

• Unknown capacity UST currently in use 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

• Verification with MDE records indicate proper 
Closure of USTs on 6-15-99 

X 

Site 20 
Hillandale Shopping Center 
1701 Elton Street 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Unknown UST 
• No records found at MDE for this facility 

X 

Site 21 
Interstate 495 and MD 650 
Silver Spring, MD 

• Reported release to the Emergency Response 
Notification System 

• No Records found at MDE for this incident 

X 

Site 22 
Oak Hills Apartments 
11497 Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Heating oil UST 
• Documented release and cleanup 
• 15,000 and 20,000 gallon USTs documented 

as abandoned 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 23 
Outer loop of 1-495 exit to 
South MD 650 

• Emergency Response Notification System 
• No other information found 
• Unknown quantity and materials 
• No information found at MDE for this 

incident 

X 

Site 24 
PEPCO Spill 
11207 Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 

• Documented release and cleanup 
• No other information available 
• No information found at MDE for this 

incident 

X 

Site 25 
Safety Kleen Corporation 
12164 Technology Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• 27 reported violations at the site 
• Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• No information found at MDE 

X 
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ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 26 
Sears Automotive Center 
11255 & 11259 New 
Hampshire Ave 
Silver Springs, MD 20904 

• Six 5,000 gallon USTs for gasoline removed 
• Two 10,000 gallon USTs for heating oil 

removed 
• One 6,000 gallon UST for heating oil removed 
• One 550 gallon UST for used oil removed 
• One 500 gallon UST for used oil currently in 

use 
• Facility is a Small Quantity Hazardous Waste 

Generator with no violations 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 27 
Shell Service Station 
(21984780201) 
10201 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• Historical LUST currently undergoing 24 hour 

pump and treat remediation both on and off 
site. 

• Three 10,000 gallon gasoline USTs 
• 550 gallon used oil UST removed 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 28 
Shell Service Station 
(SAP 137676) 
11150 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Currently using three 10,000 gallon UST's for 
gasoline 

• 1,000 gallon heating oil UST permanently out 
of service 

• 550 gallon used oil LUST removed. 
• The facility is listed as a SQ-HWG 
• Vehicle repair conducted on site 
• This site has a history of leaks from the supply 

lines, case closed on 12/97 
• Verification with MDE records indicate proper 

removal and closure with contaminated soils 
removed. 

• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 
be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 29 
The Point Apartments 
11200, 11215 & 11235 
Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Three USTs documented as closed 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 30 
Two Cleaners 
10270 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• Facility is listed as a Small Quantity 
Hazardous Waste Generator 

• No Violations reported 

X 

I 
i 



n? 

ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contamination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 31 
US Naval Surface Warfare 
Center 
10901 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

Federal Research Center at 
White Oak 
10903 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20903 

• 20 reported violations at the site 
• Listed as a State Hazardous Waste Site (MD- 

061) 
• Historic LUST at Building #387 
• Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator 
• One 5,300 gallon, two 40,000 gallon, two 

10,000 gallon and one 6,000 gallon heating oil 
USTs currently in use 

• Verification with MDE records indicate a 
release and cleanup at building 201, no 
records found for building #387, no other 
records for this facility on file at MDE 

• "Extensive investigations by the Navy have 
identified seven sites which are considered to 
pose a potential threat to human health or the 
environment" (GSA, April 1997) 

X 

Site 32 
White Oak Auto Body 
11415 Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• No Violations reported 
• The facility is listed as a Small Quantity 

Hazardous Waste Generator 

X 

Site 33 
White Oak Cleaners 
11209 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• No violations reported 
• The facility is listed as a Small Quantity 

Hazardous Waste Generator 

X 

Site 34 
White Oak Gardens Apartments 
11598, 11600 and 11615 
Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• Currently using two 6,000 gallon backup UST 
for heating oil 

• Two 10,000 gallon heating oil USTs removed 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 35 
White Oak Park Apartments 
11431 and 11434 
Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• 8,000 gallon heating oil UST 
• Documented release and cleanup 
• Documented as removed or abandoned 
• It is required that UST removal/abandonment 

be conducted according to COMAR 
26.10.10.02 and COMAR 26.10.10.03 

X 

Site 36 
White Oak Towers Apartments 
11700 Old Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• 10,000 gallon heating oil UST 
• It is anticipated that currently used USTs are 

in compliance with applicable state and 
federal regulations 

X 

Site 37 
Aristo Valet Inc. Cleaners 
Hillandale Center 
10119 New Hampshire Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• No information in database search 
• No information found at MDE 

X 
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ISA Properties Reason for Concern 

Potential Contaniination 
Values 

High Medium Low 

Site 38 
Custom Tailor and Dry 
Cleaning 
11201A Lockwood Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

• No information in database search 
• No information found at MDE 

X 

Site 39 
11215 Oak Leaf Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 

• Emergency Response Notification System 
• Unknown quantity and substance 

X 
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MD 650 from Powder Mill Road to North of US 29 
Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 

Title First Last 

REPRESENTING: Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
(M-NCPPC)  

FROM (Caller): Jessica Brado, MT/A 

PHONE: (301) 495-4556 
Area Number 
Code 

DATE: March 12, 2002  TIME:    2:00 p.m. 

Summary of Conversation: 

Ms. Jessica Brado spoke to Mr. Bill Barren about Holly Hall, the potential elderly, low-income 
community. He verified that it is run by the Housing Opportunities Commission (HOC), and that 
it probably would be considered low-income compared to the rest of Montgomery County, 
although it is not your typical low-income community. He suggested that it still be included as 
an environmental justice (EJ) community. 

Mr. Barron identified a minority and low-income community in White Oak behind White Oak 
Shopping Center on both sides of Lockwood Drive (which includes the White Oak Apartments 
that are located within the study area). This community, as a whole, is referred to by the County 
as the April/Stuart Lane Community and is sometimes called the Garden Apartments. There are 
about ten different developments within this area. It consists of three or four, three-story 
buildings, and has both an African-American and Hispanic population, but mainly Hispanic 
according to Mr. Barron. He said that there are approximately 3600 units with a population 
estimated at 6,000 people. The April/Stuart Lane Community is well outside the proposed 
alternative's right-of-way. 

Mr. Barron also provided Ms. Brado with another community to add to the community inventory, 
other than the above identified as minority and low-income. This community is not an EJ 
community, and is called "North White Oak". It consists of single-family detached homes, and is 
located in the middle of the new development is going in north of US 29 (former Heartfields 
Retirement Community...now bought out by Sunrise). 
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