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* 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT, AND 
PROGRAMMATIC SECTION 4(f) APPROVAL 

FOR 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450, WHITF1ELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF 
MARYLAND ROUTE 3; PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

The FHWA has determined that Selected Action, a combination of A and b lanes divided 
highway, will have no significant impact on the environment. (Pages 111-13 to Ill-lb of 
the attached documentation further describes the Selected Action.) This Finding of No 
Significant Impact is based on the Environmental Assessment, and the attached 
documentation which summarizes the assessment and documents the selection of the font and 
six lanes alternative. It provides a five-lane undivided transition roadway from 
Vrtiitfield Chapel Road to Greenwood Lane, a four-lane divided highway between Greenwood 
Lane and MD 704 and from east of MD 197 to west of MD 3. and a six-lane divided highway 
between MD 704 and east of MD 197. The proposed improvements to this portion of MD 450 
have logical termini at Whit field Chapel Road where improvements will tie into a new 
interchange at MD 450 and MD 564, and west of MD 3 where the proposed improvements will 
connect to improvements to MD 3. In addition, the Selection Action conforms with the 
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. in accordance with the US DOT/EPA June 7. 1()9] Guidance. 

The Environmental Assessment has been independently evaluated by the FHWA and determined 
to adequately discuss the need, environmental issues and impacts of the proposed project, 
and appropriate mitigation measures. It provides sufficient evidence and analysis for 
determining that an Environmental Impact Statement is not required. 

Section 4 (f): The Selected Action uses approximately 0.27 acres of land from the Archer 
Tract Neighborhood Park. There are no approved plans for park development and future 
development will be coordinated and take into consideration recreational and highway 
needs. Therefore, noise, air quality, visual and aesthetic impacts will be minor. 
Avoidance alternatives and measures to minimize harm are discussed on pages TV-1 to IV-7 
of the attached documentation. Based on this analysis, it has been determined that the 
Selected Action is the only feasible and prudent alternative which minimizes impacts to 
the Section 4(f) property. In addition, we have reviewed the seven criteria for applying 
the Programmatic 4(f) approval process and found that all criteria are met. Therefore, we 
are approving the Section 4(f) determination for use of land form the Archer Tract 
Neighborhood Park under the Programmatic Section 4(f) procedures. 

The FHWA takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the 
Environmental Assessment and attached documentation. 

Date 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

VtiL J 

RE: 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

August  28,   1991 

Contract No. P 844-102-371 
Maryland Route 450 
Whitfield Chapel Road to 
West of Maryland Route 3 
PDMS No. 163300 

ALTERNATIVE   RECOMMENDATION 

foMm, 

The Project Planning Division has completed project planning studies for improvements 
to MD 450 between Whitfield Chapel Road and MD 3 in Prince George's County. 

The study has concluded with the recommendation  of a build alternative for the entire 
corridor.  The recommendation   includes a five-lane undivided closed section from 
Whitfield Chapel Road to Greenwood Lane, a four-lane divided closed section with 
twelve-foot outside shoulders between Greenwood Lane and MD 704 and between MD 
197 and Race Track Road, a six-lane divided closed section roadway between MD 704 
and 700 feet east of MD 197, and a four-lane divided open section from Race Track 
Road to the project terminus west of MD 3. A summary of the selected typical sections 
is attached. 

The impact associated with the recommended  alternative was presented  at the 
Location/Design public hearing on February 2, 1989. The project is supported  by the 
Prince George's County Delegation, M-NCPPC and the City of Bowie.   As you are 
aware, intensive coordination with the City of Bowie has occurred and continues to occur 
to assure a mutually satisfying design.  The recommended  alternative is consistent with 
the land use plans as outlined in the 1977 Glenn Dale, Seabrook and Vicinity Master 
Plan and the 1990 Bowie, Collington, Mitchellville and Vicinity Master Plan. 

My telephone number Is      333-1110 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
1-1 
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/3 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Page Two 

The recommended  alternative affects 170 properties resulting in 109 acres of right-of- 
way. The suggested alternative also would result in eight residential, three minority and 
two business displacements-.   The action would not result in an adverse effect to any 
historic or archeological resources. 

Currently, a total of 7.3 acres of wetlands would be affected.   However, a recent field 
review indicated that several of the wetland areas have been disturbed.   In combination 
with the new wetland definitions, the impact is likely to be reduced.    The current cost 
estimate for the recommended  alternative, including design, right-of-way and construction 
is S 109.1 million. 

The team recommendation   meeting was held on November 21, 1990. I feel that an 
additional recommendation   meeting is not necessary since you are familiar with the 
project and its issues. I have included a copy of the minutes from the team 
recommendation   meeting, a summary of the value engineering exercise and a set of 
recommended  alternative mapping as presented  in the Finding of No Significant Impact. 
We are requesting your concurrence on the contents of this recommendation   package 
and the selection of the recommended  alternative. 

I concur with the team recommendation   and hereby select the alternative described 
above for the improvements to MD 450 between Whitfield Chapel Road and west of 
MD 3 in Bowie. 

CONCURRENCE: 

iv h 
Hal 4Cassoff Date 
Administrator 

Attachment 
cc:      Mr. Robert D. Douglass 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Mr. Robert Finck 
Mr. Earle S. Freedman 
Mr. John H. Grauer 
Ms. Angela B. Hawkins 
Mr. Thomas Hicks 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. C. Robert Olsen 
Mr. Jack F. Ross 

1-2 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

0. James Lignthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Aamimstraior 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mr. William Slacum, Secretary 
State Roads Commission 

FROM: Neil J. Pedersen, Director  _ . 
Office of Planning and '^ 
Preliminary Engineering 

DATE: October  7,   1991 

SUBJECT:     Contract Number   P 844-102-371 
Maryland Route 450 
Whitfield Chapel Road to 
West of Maryland Route 3 
PDMS Number   163300 

ft   p^Ltu^ 

The Project Planning Division is preparing a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
for the above referenced project.   It is anticipated  that this document will be ready to 
submit to the Federal Highway Administration during the month of October 199 f. The 
decision to proceed with the FONSI recommending a combination four to six-lane 
section was made by the Administrator on August 28, 1991. The selected alternative 
consists of a five-lane undivided closed section from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
Greenwood Lane, a four-lane divided section with twelve-foot closed outside shoulders 
from Greenwood Lane to MD 704 and from 700 feet east of MD 197 to Race Track 
Road.   Between MD 704 and 700 feet east of MD 197, a six-lane divided section is 
proposed.   Finally, between Race Track Road and the project terminus, a four-lane 
divided open section with outside shoulders has been selected.   Location and Design 
Approvals will be requested  for this alternative. 

This information is being sent to you as part of the procedure by which you submit the 
action to Mr. Kassoff, receive his approval and formally record and file this action. 

My telephone number is       •3-33-1110 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

1-3 
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Mr. William Slacum 
Page Two 

I concur with the above information: 

' ' / •{ \ 

Hal Kassoff, Administrator Date 

NJP:eh 
cc:      Ms. Liz Homer 

Mr. Robert Douglass 
Mr. C. Robert Olsen 
Mr. Earle S. Freedman 
Mr. Anthony M. Capizzi 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Mr. Charles Kolsky 
Mr. Ronald Rye 
Mr. Jack Ross 
Mr. John D. Bruck 
Ms. Cynthia Simpson 
Mr. James Wynn 
Mr. Alan Straus 

1-4 
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTION OF ADMINISTRATOR HAL KASSOFF 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1991 

A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is being prepared 
on the project listed below. Location approval will be requested 
from the Federal Highway Administration, recommendinq a diamond 
roundabout, whose configuration is that of a diamond interchange. 

Contract No. P-844-102-371 
MD-450 Whitfield Chapel Road 
to West of MD Rte. 3 
PDMS# 163300 

The decision to proceed in this manner was made by the 
Administrator at a team meeting held on August 28, 1991. 

/vdl 
cc:  E. L. Homer 

R. Olsen 
C. Mills 
R. Douglas 
N. Pedersen 
L. Ege 
E. Freedman 
A. Capizzi 
C". Simpson 

^/A. Strauss 
SRC-Prince's George's County File 

1-5 
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TABLE 1 

II.   COMPARISON OF ALTERNATES 
MD 450 From Whitfield Chapel Road to West of MD 3 

Analysis Item 

Social, Economic and Land Use Impacts 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 

8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 

Residential Displacements 
Minority Displacements 
Business Displacements 
Total Properties Affected 
Historic Sites Impacted (Acreage 

Required) 
Archeological Sites Affected 
Public Recreational Lands Affected 

- Number (Acres) 
Farms Affected 
Effect on Residential Access 
Consistency with Land Use Plans 
Right of Way Required (Acres)1 

Natural Environmental Impacts 
1. Woodlands Affected (Acres)2 

2. Effect on Wildlife Populations 
3. Effect on Threatened or 

Endangered Species 
4. Stream Crossings3 

5. Wetland Acres Affected 
6. 100-Year Floodplain Acres Affected 
7. Prime Farmlands Soils 

Affected (Acres) 
8. Air Quality Impacts (sites 

exceeding S/NAAQS) 
9. Noise Sensitive Areas Impacted 

No-Build 
Alternate 

Selected 
Alternate 

4-Lane 
Divided 

6-Lane 
Divided 

0 
0 
0 
0 

8 
3 
2 

170 

8 
3 
2 

170 

8 
3 
2 

170 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

1(0.27) 

0 
0 

3(0.62) 

0 
0 

3(1.06) 

0 
Not Improved 

No 
0 

1 
Improved 

Yes 
109 

. 1 
Improved 

Yes 
88.0 

1 
Improved 

Yes 
95.4 

0 
None 

38.5 
Negligible 

24 
Negligible 

24 
Negligible 

None 
0 
0 
0 

None 
4 

7.31 
3.94 

None 
4 
6.99 
3.72 

None 
4 
7.54 
3.94 

6.4 

0 
15 

6.4 

0 
15 

6.4 

0 
15 

Costs (1991 Dollars)* 
Engineering 
Right-of-Way 
Construction 
Total Cost 

0 6,355,000 
0 22,184,000 
0 80,548,000 
0 $109,087,000 

6,644,000 
10,278,000 
60,950,000 

$77,822,000 

8,173,000 
14,010,000 
74,980,000 
$97,163,000 

NOTE: See page II-2 for notes pertaining to the above comparison of Alternates 

II-l 



^ 

Notes pertaining to Table 1 - COMPARISON OF ALTERNATES 

1 The estimated acreage of right-of-way impact for the Selected Alternate 
(a combination of the 4-Lane and 6-Lane Alternates) exceeds estimates for 
the 4-Lane and 6-Lane Alternates as a result of alignment and other 
engineering refinements made in the latter portions of the study, 
refinements to right-of-way estimates and the inclusion of less land 
dedications from adjacent land owners than what was assumed in the previous 
estimates. 

2 The estimated acreage of Woodlands Affected for the 4-Lane and 6-Lane 
Alternates did not include impacts from the portion of the project between 
MD 193 and Moylan/Trinity Drives, which until recently was to be funded 
by Prince George's County. 

Although the No-Build Alternate would not require any new stream crossings, 
the four streams crossed by the Selected Alternate are crossed by existing 
MD 450 and three of the four stream crossings of the Selected Alternate 
are widening of existing MD 450 crossings. 

* The cost for the Selected Alternate exceeds that of either the 4-lane or 
6-lane Alternates. These differences result from refinements to the a) 
engineering studies; b) assessment of right of impacts and costs; c) 
assessment of utility impacts and costs; and d) cost estimating procedures 
and contingency allowances. 

II-2 
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III.  SUMMARY OF ACTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

BACKGROUND 

Project Location 

MD 450, an arterial highway, extends in a west-east orientation 
from just northeast of Washington, D.c. to Annapolis in north central 
Prince George's County.  (See Figure 1 on the following page) 

The project consists of providing an improved arterial highway 
for an 8.5 mile segment of MD 450 from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
approximately 3000' west of MD 3. Included within the project scope 
is a 0.6 mile long portion of MD 704 in the vicinity of MD 450 and 
a 0.5 mile long portion of MD 197 in the vicinity of the proposed 
MD 450 Relocation. (See Figure 2 following the next page) 

Purpose and Need for the Project 

The primary purpose of the proposed improvements to MD 450 is 
to increase highway safety and improve the overall flow of traffic 
by increasing capacity of the highway. The need for these 
improvements arises from the projected growth in and near the study 
corridor and the existing roadway's substandard features with regard 
to pavement and shoulder width, horizontal curvature and sight 
distance. The improved roadway will continue to serve the dual 
roles of carrying through traffic and providing access to adjacent 
properties. 

The project area's high growth in terms of employment and 
residential and commercial development is exemplified by the 
expansion of the Bowie City limits, the approximately. 110 development 
proposals in the Bowie area, several of which are under construction, 
and the continuing requests for rezoning in the corridor. During 
the period between 1975 and 1986, traffic volumes on MD 450 between 
Whitfield Chapel Road and MD 3 increased approximately 30 percent. 
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) ranged from approximately 10,000 to 
23,000 vehicles in 1986. During the peak hour, over one half of the 
study segment is operating at or beyond capacity. Based on current 
traffic projections, all but two of the project's 16 major 
intersections would operate beyond capacity by the year 2015 at which 
time ADT's are projected to be as high as 40,000 vehicles. A 
detailed discussion of levels of service and accident rates is 
contained in Section III.B.4. 

Within the study area, MD 450 is predominantly a two-lane 
roadway with auxiliary lanes provided at some business entrances, 
shopping centers and intersecting roads. The posted speed limits 
for the existing roadway range from 25 mph to 45 mph. Two locations 
do not meet American Association of State Highway and Transportation 

III-l 
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Officials (AASHTO) criteria for a 50 mph design speed: east of 
Hillmeade Road and at the Conrail Railroad Bridge where oo30' and 13° 
curves exist, respectively. There are approximately eight additional 
locations on the 8.5 mile long project which approach the allowable 
limit for 50 mph design criteria, having a 4o30' or greater degree 
of curvature. The existing shoulder widths, lateral clearances to 
utility poles and roadside safety grading are generally substandard 
throughout the project. 

The existing vertical alignment on MD 450 fails to meet AASHTO 
minimum requirements for 40 mph at 27 locations, SHA acceptable 
criteria for 40 mph at 35 locations and SHA acceptable criteria for 
50 mph at 42 locations. The most severely substandard conditions 
occur east of Morley Road, east of Seabrook Road, at the W.3. & A. 
Railroad Bridge, west of Sir Lancelot Drive and east of Race Track 
Road where the alignment is not acceptable for 30 mph under either 
AASHTO or SHA criteria. The poor vertical alignment imposes 
conditions where driver sight distance may not be sufficient to 
allow adequate time to react to stopped or turning vehicles, 
pedestrian activity or other conditions requiring driver decision. 

The existing roadway's substandard features with regard to 
geometries and capacity contribute to collision rates which are 
higher than the statewide average for similar roadways at four 
intersections and four roadway segments amounting to 1.6 miles of 
the project area. Without major highway improvements, the problem 
would only worsen in the future as traffic volumes increase. 

The Selected Alternate will assure adequate highway capacity 
through the design year 2015 for the study section by providing two 
or three lanes in each direction. The provisions for right and left 
turning traffic with the Selected Alternate will contribute to safer 
highway conditions by not requiring traffic to slow down appreciably 
or stop in a travel lane in order to turn. Horizontal and vertical 
alignment improvements will improve safety as compared to the 
existing conditions. 

3. .  Planning History 

a.    Program History 

Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) Hiatorv 

MD 450 was programmed for project planning in 1974. Conceptual 
improvements from east of Whitfield Chapel Road to east of MD 704 
were presented at a Public Informational Workshop in September, 1978. 
Studies were not completed and the project was removed from the 
Planning Program in 1982 due to budget limitations. 
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The project reappeared in the CTP for Fiscal Years 1986-1991 
and remains in the current (1991-1996) CTP (Development and 
Evaluation portion), funded for planning only. Following location 
and design approvals, the project will be eligible for inclusion in 
future programs of the CTP for engineering, right-of-way acquisition 
and construction. 

Prince George's County Department of Public Works and Transportation 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) History 

The Prince George's County Department of Public Works and 
Transportation had identified funds in the Capital Improvement 
Program for fiscal years 1988-1993 for design, right-of-way 
acquisition and construction of the portion of MD 450 from MD 193 
to Moylan/Trinity Drives. Based on a shift in funding priorities, 
this project was removed from the CIP in 1990. 

The improvement of MD 450, including relocation between 
Highbridge Road and Moylan/Trinity Drives, has been included on the 
two area master plans governing the project area — the Adopted and 
Approved Master Plan for Glenn Dale, Seabrook and Vicinity, dated 
October, 1977 and the Adopted Master Plan for Bowie, Collington, 
Mitchellville and Vicinity, dated September, 1990. 

Highway Needs Inventory (HNI) History 

MD 450 has been listed in all SHA Highway Needs Studies and 
Inventories since 1968, including the 1988 Needs Update. 

Project History 

Combined planning efforts by the State Roads Commission, Prince 
George's County, M-NCPPC and local developers were initiated in the 
early 1960's to reserve a corridor that would accommodate ultimate 
Maryland Route 450 requirements. With the recordation of subdivision 
plats for Meadowbrook at Belair, in 1964, Tulip Grove at Belair, in 
1967 and Glenridge at Belair in 1968, the corridor for Relocated 
Maryland Route 450 was established with right-of-way dedications by 
Levitt and Sons, Inc. Additional dedications by Levitt, associated 
with various subdivisions in Bowie, established a corridor along the 
existing roadway from Moylan/Trinity Drives to west of Superior Lane. 
Spot location studies completed in 1966 by the State Roads Commission 
resulted, by the early 1970's, in the acquisition of a corridor from 
west of Superior Lane to east of Race Track Road. 

Throughout most of the remainder of the project area, M-NCPPC 
subdivision requirements over the last several decades have secured 
the reservation or dedication of right-of-way from proposed 
developments having Maryland Route 450 frontage. Examples include 
Westgate Woods, Glennsford, Silverbrook, Holmehurst West, Red Willow 
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and Collington Cluster. The results of these combined planning 
efforts was the preservation of a corridor which follows the existing 
road, except between Highbridge Road and Moylan/Trinity Drives, and 
varies in width from 120' to 150'. 

Project planning studies for the MD 450 corridor have been 
ongoing since 1986. Stage I studies concluded in June of 1987 with 
an Alternates Public Workshop, held in Bowie. 

Detailed project planning studies followed the Workshop and 
included coordination meetings with various agencies, civic groups, 
area residents and merchants. An Environmental Assessment/Section 
4(f) Evaluation was published on December 23, 1988. 

A Location/Design Public Hearing was held on February 2, 1989, 
in Bowie. 

Following the Public Hearing and after an evaluation of public 
and agency comments, extensive coordination took place, particularly 
with the City of Bowie, to resolve many design issues. Several 
workshops were held with the Bowie City Council, the last of which 
was on July 11, 1990. 

4.    Current Perspective 

Logical Termini/Related Projects 

The termini of this project planning study were determined 
based on three separate projects which are either in the planning 
or construction phases. This project planning study has been 
coordinated with these other projects to maintain typical section 
and functional continuity.  The related projects are: 

MD 450/564 Interchange 

Under construction since Spring, 1990, the MD 450/564 
Interchange project extends from the Capital Beltway to east 
of Whitfield Chapel Road. In addition to providing a grade 
separation at the MD 450/564 junction, this project includes 
reconstruction of the MD 450 bridge over the Axntrak Railroad 
and its approach roadways, resulting in a 4-lane divided 
typical section west of Whitfield Chapel Road. East of 
Whitfield Chapel Road, a 5-lane undivided typical section is 
proposed for approximately 500 feet. 
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MD 704 

MD 704 is currently under reconstruction by Washington 
Business Park developers from Forbes Boulevard to Lottsford 
Vista Road. The roadway will be 6-lane divided with a 16 foot 
median. 

MD 3 

At the eastern end of the study area is a project for 
the reconstruction of MD 3 to interstate standards, including 
an interchange with a partial relocation of MD 450. A Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for MD 3 (proposed 1-297) from 
US Route 301 to Maryland Route 32 was approved by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) on July 5, 1983 (Report No. FHWA- 
MD-EIS-81-02-F). This project remains in the Development and 
Evaluation portion of the 1991-1996 CTP. 

B.    ALTERNATES 

1.   Alternates Considered but Dropped 

Subsequent to the Alternates Public Workshop on June 2, 1987, 
the conceptual alternates were evaluated by the Project Planning Team 
for consistency with project objectives. The results are summarized 
below. 

The 5-Lane Undivided Alternate was dropped because of the many 
advantages of the divided alternates in terms of safety and capacity 
without a substantial increase in impacts or costs as compared to 
the 5-Lane Undivided Alternate. This typical section would have 
provided two lanes in each direction separated by a continuous 13' 
wide turn lane, resulting in an overall curb-to-curb roadway width 
of 65 feet. 

Also dropped from consideration was widening the existing 
roadway as a 4-lane undivided section along existing alignment 
between MD 193 and Highbridge Road. This alternate would have 
resulted in severe utility impacts without providing the capacity, 
expandability and improved geometries which were adjuncts of the 
other Build Alternates. 

All grade separated interchange alternatives at the MD 450/MD 
704 intersection were dropped from further consideration due to 
substantial right-of-way impacts and the availability of less costly 
at-grade solutions which provide adequate capacity. MD 704 Option 
B was also eliminated from detailed consideration because of its 
intrusion into the Buena Vista Subdivision. 

Alternates for improvement along the existing alignment of MD 
450 between Highbridge Road and Moylan/Trinity Drives were dropped 
from consideration based on: 
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Substantial right-of-way impacts, utility costs and conflicts 
with private development associated with widening along the 
existing road as compared to the northern relocation, where 
adequate right-of-way has been reserved. Improvement alona 
the existing road would have required right-of-way acquisition 
from 16 residences and 10 businesses and displacement of two 
residences. At three locations, the proposed right-of-way 
along the existing road would encroach to within 25' of 
existing residences. The costs of utility relocations were 
estimated to be approximately $1.5 million higher along 
existing alignment. A total of approximately 0.40 acre of 
right-of-way from 10 residences with no displacements will be 
required for improvement along the relocated alignment, saving 
approximately §0.75 million in right-of-way costs in comparison 
to the existing alignment. 

Greater wetland impacts along the existing roadway (1.81 ac.) 
as compared to the new alignment (0.69 ac.). 

Inconsistency with decades of planning as illustrated by the 
northern relocation alignment included in the Bowie-Collington 
Master Plan. 

Another option between Highbridge Road and Moylan/Trinity 
Drives which was evaluated but dropped was the one-way couplet 
option. The one-way couplet would have consisted of improvement 
along the existing roadway to carry eastbound traffic and new 
construction along the relocation alignment to handle westbound 
traffic. Two or three lanes would have been required in each 
direction to meet design year capacity requirements. This option 
was dropped primarily for the following two reasons: 

A 40-residence portion of the Tulip Grove Subdivision would 
be located in the median of 4 to 6-lanes of arterial traffic, 
resulting in possible noise impacts to this community and 
potentially confusing and circuitous access to these homes. 
A condition resulting in houses in the median of a highway has 
proven undesirable in other examples around the state. 
Community residents requested that this option not be 
considered. 

Several north-south connectors, up to 1500' in length, would 
be required between the eastbound and westbound roadways to 
serve areas north of the relocation and south of the existing 
roadway, resulting in increased cost and impacts. Roadway(s) 
to provide a connection between the two alignments would need 
to be located in future park property and would need to span 
Wetland W-9. 
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Alternates Retained for Detailed Study and Presented at the 
Location/Design Public Hearing 

No Build 

The No-Build Alternate would not include any substantial 
improvement to MD 450 within the study area. This alternate would 
provide no major improvements or construction to the existing roadway 
that would measurably affect the ability of the highway to 
accommodate increased traffic volumes predicted for the design year 
2015. Normal maintenance, such as shoulder modifications, signing, 
resurfacing, and safety improvements, would be completed as warranted 
but capacity would not be increased. The projected traffic volumes 
and capacity deficiencies (levels of service) associated with the 
No-Build Alternate are discussed in Section Ill-B-4. As indicated 
in this discussion, the No-Build Alternate is not an acceptable 
alternative. 

Build Alternates 

1)   MD 450 

Two build alternates were presented at the 
Location/Design Public Hearing along with the No-Build 
Alternate. 

The Build Alternates for MD 450 consisted, with minor 
exceptions, of typical section alternates along one horizontal 
and vertical alignment. With the exception of the portion from 
Highbridge Road to Moylan/Trinity Drives and other much shorter 
segments, the horizontal alignment closely followed the 
existing roadway utilizing established right-of-way 
reservations and dedications wherever possible. The proposed 
alignment included a slight relocation to the south near Holy 
Trinity Church. Between Highbridge Road and Moylan/Trinity 
Drives, the project alignment departed from existing MD 450 
as much as 1500' to the north. This relocation made use of 
land adjacent to the Glenridge, Bowie Business Park, 
Meadowbrook and Tulip Grove subdivisions, which was dedicated 
in the early 1960's for highway purposes. The proposed 
vertical alignment represented a substantial improvement over 
the existing roadway in order to provide a 50 mph design speed. 

a)    4-Lane Divided Alternate 

The 4-Lane Divided Alternate was comprised of two 
different typical sections of improvement. The 4-lane 
Divided Urban section (See Section A on Figure 3) was 
suggested for application to the urbanized portions of 
the project area: from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
approximately Seabrook Road and from Moylan/Trinity 
Drives to Race Track Road, as shown on Figure 3. The 
section consisted of two 28' wide roadways, curbed on 
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both sides, separated by a 20' wide raised median. A 
multi-use trail, generally on the north side of the road, 
was provided, as was sidewalk in areas where it currently 
is in place. Curbing was considered appropriate in these 
portions of the project area to channelize frequent 
residential and commercial entrances and intersecting 
streets and to separate vehicles and pedestrians. This 
typical section would not provide emergency refuge for 
broken down vehicles, turn lanes at entrances, or 
adequate pavement width for vehicles to make U-turns. 

The 4-lane Divided Rural typical section was 
applied to the currently more rural portions of the 
project area: from east of Seabrook Road to 
Moylan/Trinity Drives and from east of Race Track Road 
to the project limit, 3000'+ west of MD 3. This section 
consisted of two 26' wide roadways with 10' wide paved 
outer shoulders and open section grading. A 20' wide 
raised median would separate the roadways. 

b)   6-Lane Divided Alternate 

The 6-Lane Divided Alternate provided the potential 
for an ultimate improvement consisting of three through 
lanes (plus auxiliary lanes) in each direction on MD 450 
throughout the project area. However, based on 
available traffic projections, portions of the project 
were determined to require only two through lanes (plus 
auxiliary lanes) in each direction to provide adequate 
levels-of-service through the design year 2015. 
Therefore, detailed studies for this alternate were 
performed using a construction staging arrangement which 
would have provided a combination of 6-lane and 4-lane 
(expandable to 6-lane) typical sections to meet design 
year traffic requirements. The three typical sections 
which comprised the 6-lane Alternate are as follows and 
were applied as shown on Figure 3. 

The 48' Median Urban typical section consisted of 
two 26' wide roadways with curbing outside each roadway 
and a 48' wide depressed median. The median included 
a 4' wide paved shoulder adjacent to each roadway. 
Provision was made in the median for the future fifth 
and sixth lanes. All future widening would have occurred 
within the median, minimizing disruption to abutting 
properties. This section was suggested for application 
from Whitfield Chapel Road to Seabrook Road and from 
Moylan/Trinity Drives to Superior Lane. 
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The 20' Median Rural typical section consisted of 
two 26' wide roadways separated by a 20' wide raised 
median. A 10' wide shoulder was located outside each 
roadway where the provision for the future fifth and 
sixth lanes was made. This section was identical to the 
4-lane Divided Rural section and was suggested for 
application from Seabrook Road to MD 704 and from east 
of MD 197 to MoyIan/Trinity Drives. 

The 6-Lane Urban typical section consisted of two 
40' wide roadways, curbed on each side and separated by 
a raised 20' median. This section was suggested for 
application from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and from 
Superior Lane to west of MD 3. 

2)    Build Options for Major Roadways Intersecting MD 450 

a)    MD 704 at MD 450 

MD 704 was studied for reconstruction as a 6-lane divided 
closed section roadway (See typical section E on Figure 3) 
from Lottsford Vista Road to MD 450. South of Lottsford Vista 
Road, MD 704 has been constructed as a 6-lane divided closed 
section by the developer of the Washington Business Park. 
Three options were studied for the MD 704 intersection with 
MD 450 for both the 4-Lane and 6-Lane Alternates. The options 
were as follows: 

- Option A (See Figure 4) 

This option proposed the relocation of MD 704 to 
just west of Electric Terrace, intersecting MD 450 at- 
grade opposite Baltimore Lane. This option closely 
followed the master plan alignment. Double left turns 
were provided from westbound MD 450 to southbound MD 704. 

- Option C (See Figure 5) 

This option proposed the reconstruction of MD 704 
generally along existing alignment. The intersection 
of MD 450 and MD 704 would have been relocated 
approximately 600' west of the existing intersection to 
reduce wetland and floodplain impacts and to improve 
intersection geometries. Double left turns would have 
been provided from westbound MD 450 to southbound MD 704. 

Option D (Presented as the preferred Option at the 
Location/Design Public Hearing - See Figure 6) 

This option proposed the slight northern relocation 
of MD 704 and reorientation of the MD 450/704 
intersection to give preference as a through movement 
to the traffic from westbound MD 450 to southbound MD 
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704 and from northbound MD 704 to eastbound MD 450. 
Westbound MD 450 traffic would flow uninterrupted across 
the intersection by means of a one lane ramp. Eastbound 
MD 450 would go through the right angle intersection 
using double left turns. A connecting roadway would be 
constructed between Electric Terrace and Reloc. MD 704 
along the established Pennsylvania Avenue right-of-way 
to provide access for Electric Terrace residents. The 
basis for this option was the accommodation of the heavy 
projected volume of traffic intending to travel from 
westbound MD 450 to Southbound MD 704 (1900 veh./hr in 
the a.m. peak) as compared to the volume of eastbound 
MD 450 traffic (965 veh./hr in the p.m. peak). This 
design requires the lower volume movement to turn left 
through the intersection. 

b)   MD 197 - Options (See Figure 7) 

Three build options for the improvement of MD 197 in the 
vicinity of Relocated MD 450 were studied in detail. The 
options were developed to address two issues in the vicinity 
of the Relocated MD 450/197 intersection: 

The need for double left turns on the northbound and 
southbound MD 197 approaches to the relocated 
intersection to obtain acceptable levels of service. 

A substandard existing profile condition approximately 
900' north of Relocated MD 450 which provides sight 
distance at the crest adequate for only approximately 
38 mph. Residents of the Grady's Walk subdivision have 
three access points from MD 197. The southern entrance 
(Galaxy Lane), just 300' north of the relocated 
intersection, will be closed following construction of 
the relocation. The middle entrance (Grady's Walk) is 
positioned just south of the existing crest of the 
vertical curve so that the sight distance to the north 
is somewhat limited. The northern access point is Grason 
Lane which will be able to accommodate left turns that 
were being made from the southern entrance, resulting 
in as much as 0.3 mile additional travel for 
neighborhood residents. 

111-10 



OPTION 2B   -   4 LANE DIVIDED WITH REVISED PROFILE 

$& 

PROPOSED  RIGHT OF  WAY LINE 

OPTION 3-5 LANE UNDIVIDED WITH REVISED PROFILE 

The dimensions shown are lor the purpose of 
determining'cost   estimates and environrnenlal 
impacts, and are subject to change during the 
Final Desinn Phase. 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF MD. RTE 3 

MD 197 OPTIONS      AS PRESENTED AT 
THE LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

DATE 

NOV.,   1991 

200 

SCALE  IN FEET 

FIGURE 



3/ 

The options were as follows: 

- Option 2A - 4-Lane Divided Typical Section with 
Existing Profile 

Under this option, MD 197 would be widened 
symmetrically from Existing MD 450 to approximately 
800' north of Relocated MD 450 to provide two 
through lanes in each direction with a 6' wide 
median and double left turns at the northbound and 
southbound approaches to Relocated MD 450. 

- Option 2B - 4-Lane Divided Typical Section with 
Grade Revision 

Under this option, similar improvements to 
those proposed under Option 2A would be constructed 
on MD 197 with a lowered profile (up to 3'), on 
a 900' long portion of the roadway just north of 
the MD 450 relocation. A vertical crest meeting 
SHA acceptable criteria for 50 mph would result 
from the grade reduction. 

- Option 3 - Grade Revision North of MD 450 
Relocation with 5—Lane Undivided Typical Section 

Under this option, a grade reduction of as 
much as 3' would be constructed as with Option 
2B. The roadway would be replaced using the 58' 
wide 5-lane undivided typical section which exists 
on MD 197 from Existing MD 450 to well north of 
the proposed relocation. 

c)    Existing MD 450:  Highbridge Road to MD 19"? — The Conrail 
Bridge ' ( 

As a result of the. proposed MD 450 relocation between 
Hiighbridge Road and Moylan/Trinity Drives, three options for 
the disposition of Existing MD 450 at the Conrail Railroad 
Bridge have been developed and are described as follows: 

Option Wl - Bridge Closure 

With closure of the Conrail Bridge (#16017) to 
vehicular traffic, cul-de-sacs would be constructed east 
and west of the railroad. Access to the businesses west 
of the railroad and to residences and the electrical 
sub-station east of the railroad would bfe maintained by 
means of existing MD 450. The bridge could be maintained 
for use by bicyclists and pedestrians. 
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Option W2 - Bridge Rehabilitation 

Under this option, structural rehabilitation would 
be performed. The work would include removing 
deteriorated portions of the substructure and replacing 
with pneumatically applied mortar, sealing the roadway 
joints, and cleaning and epoxy-coating the 
superstructure. The geometries and posted capacity of 
the bridge (15 tons) would not be improved with the 
rehabilitation. 

Option W3 - Bridge Reconstruction 

Under this option, the existing bridge would be 
removed and a new bridge constructed slightly to the 
north. The roadway would be realigned on a 4045' curve 
to correct the existing substandard geometries 
(approximate 13° curve). The new bridge would 
accommodate HS-20 loadings (36 Tons). 

d)    Existing MD 450: MD 197 to Moylan/Trinity Drives (See Figure 
7A) 

Four basic options were developed for existing MD 450 
between MD 197 and Moylan/Trinity Drives, described as follows: 

Option El 

Existing MD 450 would remain open east of MD 197, 
intersecting the proposed relocation approximately 800' 
west of Moylan/Trinity Drives. Twin Ceder Lane residents 
would retain access similar to the existing conditions. 

Option E2 

Existing MD 450 would not be connected to the 
relocation at any location east of MD 197. Access to 
Twin Cedar Lane would be maintained via existing MD 450 
and MD 197. 

Option E3 

Existing MD 450 would be closed from Twin Cedar 
Lane to MD 197; access to Twin Cedar Lane would be by 
means of a connection with Relocated MD 450. 

Option E4 

Existing MD 450 would be closed from MD 197 to 
Moylan/Trinity Drives. Twin Cedar Lane would be extended 
to intersect with Twisting Lane as proposed in the Tulip 
Grove subdivision's original master plan. 

111-12 



• PROPOSED MO.450 
RELOCATION 

PROPOSED 
CONNECTION 

-PROPOSED  MD. 450 
RELOCATION 

- PROPOSED 
CONNECTION 

70 

E 1 ;  Existing  MD  Rout*  450  would  remain 
open  along  Its full length. 

E2" Existing  MO  Route  4SO  would  be  closed 
east  of   Twin  Cedar  Lone,  access  to 
Twin  Cedar  Lane  would  be  maintained 
from  MD  R.oute  I97. 

t«3! Existing MD  Route  450  would be  closed 
from  Twin  Cedar Lane to  MD  Route  I97i 
access  to  Twin  Cedar Lane  would be by 
means  of   a  connection  with Relocated 
MD  Route  430. 

E4! Existing  MD  Route  A50   woutd  be  closed 
from  MD  Route  I97  to   Moylan/Trinity 
Drives,  Twin  Cedar   lane  would  be 
extended  to  intersect  with   Twisting Lone. 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WH1TFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF MO. RTE 3 

OPTIONS FOR EXISTING MD 450 
BETWEEN MD 197 & MOYLAN/TRINITY DRIVES 
AS PRESENTED AT THE 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

DATE 

NOV.. 1991 NO SCALE 

FIGURE 

7A 
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3.    The Selected Alternate 

a.    MD 450 

Based upon comments received at and subsequent to the Public 
Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies and 
elected officials, and level of service requirements, the MD 450 
Selected Alternate has been developed. The Selected Alternate has 
the following features: 

closed section throughout (except east of Race Track Road) to 
! provide channelization for the numerous driveways, entrances 
i and intersecting streets, and to provide separation of vehicles 
• and pedestrians. 

I 
j -    six through lanes from MD 704 to just east of MD 197 to provide 
| adequate capacity in the most heavily travelled portion of the 
j corridor. 

I 
j -    a median, of varying width throughout, to provide partial 
j control of access, thereby providing safer and more efficient 

service. 

four through lanes plus a 12' closed shoulder from east of 
Whitfield Chapel Road to MD 704 and from east of MD 197 to Race 
Track Road. In areas where entrances are more than 1200' 
apart, the shoulder will be dropped. Elsewhere, the shoulder 
will provide: 

o room for vehicles to turn into and out of entrances 
without posing a hazard to through traffic 

o    refuge for errant'and disabled vehicles 

o adequate room for U-turns at cross-overs. The shoulder 
adjacent to each roadway combined with two lanes will 
result in an overall curb to curb roadway width of 38' 
in each direction. Combined with the 10' median along 
left turn bays, the two lanes with shoulder will provide 
adequate width for the U-turning radii of passenger cars, 
single unit trucks and buses. 

The MD 450 Selected Alternate is shown on Figures 9 through 
21. The typical sections (See Figure 8) of the various segments are 
as follows: 
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PROJ8CT SEGMBNT TYPICAL SECTION 

Whitfield Chapel Road to Greenwood 
Lane (0.10 mile) 

5-Lane Undivided, closed section 
(Transition from existing 5- 
Lane undivided Section to 4- 
Lane divided seerion) 

2.   Greenwood Lane to 400' East of 
Seabrook Road (0.84 mile) 

4-Lane Divided, 20' median, 12' 
wide closed shoulders. Multi- 
use trail on north side 

East of Seabrook Road to MD 704 
(1.06 mile) 

4-Lane Divided 20' median, 12' 
wide closed shoulders 
Multi-use trail on north side 

MD 704 to 700'+ East of MD 197 
including MD 704 from 
Business Parkway to MD 450 
(4.45 miles) 

6-Lane Divided, 20' median**, 
closed section, multi-use trail 
on north side 

5.    East of MD 197 to 750'+ East of 
Race Track Road (1.61 miles)* 

4-Lane Divided, 20' median, 12' 
wide closed shoulders, multi- 
use trail on north side* 

6.   East of Race Track Road to 3000'+ 
West of Route 3 (0.47 mile) 

4-Lane Divided, 20' median, 10' 
wide open shoulders 

* Within this segment, the proposed curb line will taper to the edge 
of the through lane, thereby eliminating the shoulder, at four 
locations: 

Eastbound MD 450:  east of MD 197, east of Trinity Drive and 
east of Belair Drive 

Westbound MD 450:  west of Millstream Drive 

** NOTE:  Median will taper to 16' from 1700' west to 100' east of the 
Conrail Bridge 

b.    MD 704 at MD 450 

Option D has been selected for the MD 450/704 intersection. 
Subsequent to the Location/Design Public Hearing, the connection 
between Electric Terrace and MD 704 was deleted and Electric Terrace 
was extended to form a right-in, right-out connection with MD 704 
(See Figure 12). As can be seen in comparing Figure 12 with Figure 6 
(MD 704 Option D as presented at the Location/Design Public Hearing), 
design refinements subsequent to the hearing to arrive at the 
Selected Alternate included revision to the alignment of the 
westbound ramp across the intersection to provide improved access 
to the Buena Vista Community north of MD 450. 
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Although Option C had the least wetland impacts, it was 

rejected on the basis of. traffic operations. (Option C has 0.63 acre 
greater wetland impact than Option A and 0.96 acre less than 
Option D.) Analysis showed that Options A and C could operate at 
LOS D for the year 2015 with double left turns for WB MD 450 to SB 
MD 704, but would require prohibitive signal phase lengths (75 sec. 
+ for the WB to SB Phase) even with triple left turns. Given that 
the westbound approach to the intersection would only have one lane 
available to feed auxiliary lanes, triple left turns would be 
undesirable. Option D accommodates the heaviest movements (1900 
veh/hr — WB MD 450 to SB MD 704 and 1700 veh/hr — NB MD 704 to EB 
MD 450) at this intersection as through movements, not turning 
movements as would Options A and C, resulting in feasible signal 
cycle lengths and less vehicle delay. Option D will result in LOS 
D for year 2015 traffic. Consequently, the overall benefits of 
Option D outweigh the impacts associated with it. 

MD 197 

Option 2A, providing a 4-lane divided section with existing 
profile, has been selected for MD 197 between Existing MD 450 and 
Grady's Walk (500'+ north of Relocated MD 450). Double left turns 
are included for this Option on all approaches to the Relocated MD 
450 intersection.  (See Figure 18) 

Existing MD 450 - Hiahbridoe Road to MD 197;  The Conrail Bridge 

Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 
bridge over the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. (See Figure 
18) The bridge will remain under the jurisdiction of the State 
Highway Administration. Maintaining use of Existing MD 450 is 
necessary to provide needed supplementary capacity to Relocated MD 
450 and to provide access to businesses just west of the Conrail 
Railroad. Option W2 accomplishes these goals with much lower cost 
($400,000 vs. $1.7 million) and impacts as compared to Option W3. 

Existing MD 450 - MD 197 to Moylan/Trinity Drives 

Option E4 has been selected. This option will result in the 
extension of Twin Cedar Lane across Existing MD 450 to intersect 
Twisting Lane as indicated on the original plans for the Tulip Grove 
subdivision. Existing MD 450 will be closed between' MD 197 and 
Moylan/Trinity Drives, with the roadbed remaining as a multi-use 
trail. Existing MD 450 (to the west) will form a T-intersection at 
MD 197. (See Figure 18) 
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120' MINIMUM RIGHT OF WAY 

H' 12' j- 26' , 20' MEDIAN^ , | 26' 12'    ,   10' 

SHLD.i ROADWAY ROADWAY [SHLD.' 

r "Gf ' ' - r-. 

8' MULTI-USE TRAIL ' L S1DEWALK2 

i.   4-LANE DIVIDED WITH 12' WIDE CURBED SHOULDERS 

APPLICATION:        l)   GREENWOOD LANE TO MD. 704 
2)   700'± EAST OF MD. 197 TO RACE TRACK RD. 

1SH0ULDER IS ELIMINATED FOR SEVERAL SEGMENTS BETWEEN MD. 197 AND STONYBROOK/ 
MILLSTREAM DR. AS INDICATED ON FIGURES 18 AND 19. 

124' MINIMUM RIGHT OF WAY 

14' 40' 20' MEDIANS 40' ,.10" 
ROADWAY ROADWAY 

T7: MS- ~Cai 

8  MULTI-USE TRAIL 

II.   6-LANE DIVIDED 

APPLICATION:   MD. 704 to 700'± EAST OF MD. 197 

SIDEWALK 2 

120' MINIMUM RIGHT OF WAY 

.   4-LANE DIVIDED WITH OPEN SHOULDERS 

APPLICATION:     EAST OF RACE TRACK RD. TO 3000' WEST OF MD. 3 

2 SIDEWALK TO BE LOCATED: 
- BETWEEN MD. 197 AND RACE TRACK RD. 
- WEST OF MD. 197 WHERE SIDEWALK CURRENTLY    . 

EXISTS 

3 MEDIAN WIDTH INCREASES TO 30' TO 
ACCOMMODATE DOUBLE LEFT TURNS AT 
MARYLAND ROUTE 197 AND RACE TRACK ROAD. 

THE DIMENSIONS SHOWN ARE APPROXIMATE, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DETERMINING COST ESTIMATES AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. AND ARE SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE DURING TOE FINAL DESIGN PHASE. 

MD.  ROUTE  450 
WHITF1ELD CHAPEL ROAD 
TO WEST OF MD.  RTE.  3 

TYPICAL SECTIONS 

SELECTED 
ALTERNATE 

DATE 

NOV..  1991 NOT TO SCALE 

FIGURE 

8 
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PLANNED ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS   UNDER 
MD. 450/564 INTERCHANGE PROJECT 
SHA CONTRACT NO. P 185-251-371 

(UNDER CONSTRUCTION) 
•   Tim riimonsions shown are for the purpose of 

determining cost    estimates and environmental 
impacl^and are subject to change during the 
Final Design Phase. 

LEGEND 

© 

PROPOSED ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT 
i 

PROPOSED CURBED SHOULDER 

NOISE & AIR RECEPTOR 

100 YR. FLOODPLAIN 

WETLAND AREA 

EXISTING RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OR PROPERTY LINE 

PARK BOUNDARY 

PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAV  LINE 

PROPOSED GRADING LIMITS 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF MD. RTE 3 

SELECTED ALTERNATE 
4-LANE DIVIDED 

STA 34 + 60 TO STA 54 + 

DATE 

NOV .  19.91 
200 200 

SCALE   IN FEET 



NOTE: 

SEE TABLE 5 REGARDING PARKING IMPACTS AT 
ATKINS REAL ESTATE.    THE PROPOSED RETAINING 
WALL WOULD AVOID PARKING IMPACTS. BUT WOULD 
ELIMINATE ACCESS FROM MD 450. LEAVING ONLY 
THE FONTANA DRIVE ACCESS. 

. W-8 • 
• • • • 

<5> 

PROPOSED ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT 

PROPOSED CURBED SHOULDER 

NOISE & AIR RECEPTOR 

100 YR. FLOODPLAIN 

WETLAND AREA 

EXISTING RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OR PROPERTY LINE 

PARK BOUNDARY 

PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY LINE 

PROPOSED GRADING LIMITS 

RESIDENCE TO BE DISPLACED 

The cimiorisions shown are for Ihf; purpose of 
determinmc] cost estimates and environmental 
inioacts. and are subject to change during the 
Final Design Piiase. 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF MD. RTE 3 

SELECTED ALTERNATE 
4-LANE DIVIDED 

STA 54+    TO STA 89+ 

DATE 

NOV..   1991 

200 200 

SCALE  IN FEET 

FIGURE 

10 
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MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL RCTAD TO WEST OF MD. RTE 3 

SELECTED ALTERNATE 
4-LANE DIVIDED 

STA 89+    TO STA  122+ 

200 200 

SCALE  IN FEET 

FIGURE 

11 
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MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF MD. RTE 3 

SELECTED ALTERNATE 
4-LANE DIVIDED   STA 122+   TO STA 139+ 
6-LANE DIVIDED   STA 17+50 TO STA 151 + 

DATE 

NOV.. 1991 

200 200 

SCALE IN FEET 
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TIK; dimensions shown are tor the purpose of 
delermining cost    estimates and environmental 
impacts, and are subject to change during the 
Final Design Phase. 

//PROPOSED CONNECTION   FROM 
RELOC. MD 450 TO EXIST. MD 450 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF MD. RTE 3 

SELECTED ALTERNATE 
6-LANE DIVIDED 

STA 267+    TO STA  122+ 

DATE 

NOV..  1991 

200 

SCALE  IN FEET 

200 
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MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF MD. RTE 3 

SELECTED ALTERNATE 
6-LANE DIVIDED 

STA   122+    TO STA   153 + 

DATE 

NOV..  1991 

200 

SCALE  IN FEET 

FIGURE 

17 



TRAIL  ACCOMMODATION  TO  CONNECT  THE 
TWO PIECES OF THE BOWIE PARCEL 'F' PARK 
TO BE PROVIDED  ACROSS MD  450  BY  MEANS 
OF  A CULVERT THROUGH THE ROADWAY 
EMBANKMENT  WEST OF THE RAILROAD 

f 

LEGEND 

biiai^y      PROPOSED ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT 

',/" 7 rm        PROPOSED CURBED SHOULDER 

NOISE & AIR RECEPTOR 

100 YR. FLOODPLAIN 

WETLAND AREA 

EXISTING RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OR PROPERTY LINE 

PARK BOUNDARY 

PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY LINE 

PROPOSED GRADING LIMITS 

Tim dimensions shown are for the purpose of 
determining cost estimates and environmental 
impacts, and are sutaject to change during :he 
Final Design Phase. 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF MD. RTE 3 

SELECTED ALTERNATE 
6-LANE DIVIDED   STA 153+ TO STA 176+ 
4-LANE DIVIDED   STA 176+ TO STA 187+ 

DATE 

NOV.,  1991 

200 

SCALE  IN FEET 

FIGURE 

18 
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MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO WEST OF MD. RTE 3 

SELECTED ALTERNATE 
4-LANE DIVIDED 

STA  187+    TO STA 523 + 
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NOV.,  1991 
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Other Design Elements 

1) Multi-Ose Trail 

A longitudinal multi-use trail is proposed along the 
north side of the road for the entire length of the project. 
Signing and marking provisions will be made to allow trail 
crossings at signalized intersections. Tie-ins to existing 
trail networks, including the Whitemarsh Park trail and the 
MD 197 trail, a.re to be provided where most feasible. 
Coordination with M-NCPPC and the City of Bowie will be 
maintained into the final design phase regarding construction 
of the trail. The City of Bowie has already begun design of 
the "Main Street"' plan and has coordinated all improvements 
with SHA. 

Coordinaticm has been maintained with developers of the 
proposed Highbridge Subdivision and the City of Bowie to 
provide continuity between the SHA proposed MD 450 longitudinal 
trail system and proposed trail crossings of Route 450 to serve 
the Highbridge development and the proposed "Parcel F" park. 
As requested by the City of Bowie, a grade separated trail 
crossing of MD 450 by means of a high arch-type culvert will 
be provided at a location 500' to 1500' west of the Conrail 
Railroad to connect the future trail to be constructed in the 
two halves of the proposed "Parcel F" park. 

2) Sidewalks 

A sidewalk will be provided on the south side of MD 450 
from MD 197 to Race Track Road. 

West of MD 197, sidewalk will be provided on the south 
side of the roadway only where it currently exists, generally 
in the Lanharo area, west of Seabrook Road. 

3) Landscaping 

Recognizing that MD 450 between MD 197 and Race Track 
Road is Bowie's "Main Street," special landscaping will be 
provided in this area. The details will be determined through 
coordination with M-NCPPC, the City of Bowie and merchants 
during the final design phase. 

Landscaping studies will be performed for the entire 
project during the final design stage, addressing median 
plantings, plantings outside the roadway and privacy screening. 
Privacy screening will be provided on top of the retaining wall 
on the north side of MD 450 between the Conrail Railroad and 
MD 197 as requested by the City of Bowie to reduce headlight 
glare on residences along Galaxy Lane from vehicles traveling 
on the elevated portion of roadway east of the proposed Conrail 
Bridge. 
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Service and Deaicm Chaxacteristics of the Selected Alternate 

Level of Service 

Quality of traffic flow along a highway is measured in terms 
of level of service (LOS). This measure is dependent upon highway 
geometry and traffic characteristics and ranges from LOS A (Free 
flow, low volumes, relatively high speeds) to LOS E (Capacity) to 
LOS F (Forced Flow). 

The level of service on a roadway such as MD 450 is governed 
by traffic operations at the signalized intersections. The level 
of service at these intersections during the peak hour of an average 
day in 1986 (No-Build) and in 2015 (Selected Alternate) is summarized 
in Table 2 below and shown on Figure 22. 

TABLE 2 

SUMMARY OF INTERSECTION LEVELS OF SERVICE (LOS) 

MD 450 NC •-BUILD NO BUILD SELECT ALT. NO. OF THRU 
INTERSECTION 1986 TRAFFIC 2015 TRAFFIC 2015 TRAFFIC LANES ON MD 450 

Carter Avenue A F B 4 
Seabrook Road A E A 4 
Forbes Boulevard N/A N/A C 4 
Baltimore Lane A E A 4 
MD 704 E F D 6 
MD 953 (Glenn Dale Road) D F E (0.95) 6 
MD 193 A F E (0.94) 6 
Bell Station Road C F C 6 
Hillmeade Road D/E F D 6 
Highbridge Road D F D 6 
MD 197* D F 2 (0.92) 6 
Moylan/Trinity Drives A F B 4 
Belair Drive B F D 4 
Millstream/Stonybrook Dr: Lve B F D 4 
Superior Lane D F E (0.92) 4 
Race Track Road C F E (0.93) 4 

-    Volume-to-Capacity ratios are given in parentheses 
LOS D at the MD 197 intersection is based on four thru lanes on MD 
197, six thru lanes on MD 450, double left turns for all approaches 
and existing MD 450 west of MD 197 remaining open. 

Current Average Daily Traffic (ADT) varies from 12,000 to 
22,000 vehicles/day as shown on Figure 22. ADT projections for the 
year 2015 range from 25,000 to 40,000 vehicles/day with the highest 
values in the segment from Whitfield Chapel Road to Seabrook Road. 
These projections are based on Washington Council of Governments 
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(COG) Round 3.5 data for the year 2010 in addition to developments 
that were either approved or under construction. Analysis by SHA's 
Traffic Forecasting Section between 1986 and 1990 indicated that the 
COG Round 3.5 projections alone for residences and employment 
positions in the Bowie area for the year 2010 were already exceeded 
by existing plus approved development. Therefore, those approved 
developments immediately adjacent to the project area were hand 
adjusted into the COG forecasts. 

The need for six lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 is driven 
by the high volumes of turning traffic at the intersections in this 
area and the high directional distribution (as high as 77% WB/23% EB) 
during the morning peak hour. The high directional distribution in 
combination with relatively high ratios of peak hour volumes to 
average daily traffic (0.12+) between MD 704 and MD 197 creates the 
6-lane requirement within ADT ranges that, at other locations, are 
satisfied by four through lanes. For example, west of MD 704, where 
ADT's are in the same range as between MD 704 and MD 197, directional 
distributions average approximately 60% WB/40% EB during the morning 
peak hour and volumes are satisfied by four lanes. East of MD 197, 
ADT's drop 24% from 33,500+ to 25,500+, which with a directional 
distribution of 60% WB/40% EB in the morning, result in four lanes 
being adequate. ADT's vary appreciably at two locations — MD 704 
and MD 197. MD 704 provides a convenient connection between MD 450 
and US 50 (which accesses 1-95). MD 197 has a full interchange with 
US 50 to the south and accesses Old Bowie, MD 295 and Laurel to the 
north. Substantial volumes of traffic turn on to and off of MD 450 
at these two locations as well as • the 14 other major MD 450 
intersections with State and County roads occurring in the project 
area. 

A segment-by-segment description of the Selected Alternate 
design features and special issues regarding function of the roadway 
follows. Refer to Figure 8 for the typical sections applying to each 
segment. A detailed discussion of impacts to access is found in the 
Environmental Consequences Section. 

Functional and Design Characteristics 

MD 450 will remain classified as a minor arterial highway on 
Maryland's Secondary Highway System and as an urban principal 
arterial under Federal criteria. The Selected Alternate will meet 
the requirements for a 50 mph design speed. The maximum degree of 
curvature will be 6o00' and the maximum grade will be 4.5 percent. 

Segment 1:  Whitfield Chapel Road to Greenwood Lane 

SHA commitments to no median made to businesses along the south 
side of MD 450 during the MD 450/564 interchange project and the 
desire to match the typical section at the eastern terminus of the 
interchange project resulted in selection of a 5-Lane Undivided 
section for this segment. A 4-lane divided bridge over the Amtrak 
Railroad is under construction 200'+ west of Whitfield Chapel Road. 
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Segment 2:  Greenwood Lane to Seabrook Road 

This segment, comprising the Lanham portion of the project, 
is highly developed with mostly office buildings, shopping centers 
and gas stations. Access is uncontrolled. Level of service analyses 
for traffic in the year 2015 indicate that four thru lanes will 
operate satisfactorily. A continuous shoulder is warranted to ensure 
that adequate through traffic capacity is maintained with the high 
volume of turning traffic that results from the frequent entrances 
and side roads. The outside shoulder will also accommodate U- 
turning traffic which will occur in this segment since cross-overs 
(median breaks), set using a 750' minimum spacing criterion, are not 
provided at every entrance. 

Segment 3:  East of Seabrook Road to MD 704 

East of Seabrook Road, the character of MD 450 changes 
noticeably with the elimination of commercial establishments and a 
substantial reduction in number of access points and in overall 
development density. Several residential driveways are located 
throughout this segment which will generate right and U-turning 
traffic. Although the area is sparsely developed, the closed section 
was selected to be consistent with the remainder of the project and 
to accommodate a multi-use trail along the north side. 

Segment 4:  MD Route 704 to East of MD 197 

The segment from MD 704 to east of MD 197 contains the highest 
hourly traffic volume projections of any segment in the project area. 
A 6-lane divided typical section, as presented at the Location/Design 
Hearing, was selected to satisfy capacity requirements. Option D 
was selected as the MD 450/MD 704 intersection configuration given 
the large volume of traffic (1900 vehicles per hour) oriented from 
westbound MD 450 to southbound MD 704 in the morning and in the 
reverse direction. (170.0 vehicles per hour) in the evening. 

Developers constructing residential and commercial projects 
in the vicinity of the MD 450/Glenn Dale Road intersection have 
formed a "Road Glub", which is in the process of completing an 
agreement with the State Highway Administration. A "Road Club" is 
a consortium of developers whose resources are combined to help fund 
area infrastructure improvements. The improvement, consisting of 
a 4-lane divided roadway with open shoulders on ultimate line and 
grade, is to extend from 1/4 mile west to 1/4 mile east of Glenn Dale 
Road and will be an interim staging of the ultimate 6-lane section. 
This improvement will satisfy the increased traffic volumes resulting 
at the Glenn Dale Road intersection from the new developments. 
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The Lottsford Branch stream crossing of MD 450, approximately 
2000' east of Glenn Dale Road, is currently planned as a multi-cell 
box culvert with roadway clearances set based on hydraulic 
requirements. 

The eastbound and westbound approaches to MD 193 consist 
currently of a four lane divided section with auxiliary left turn 
lanes. The proposed alignment will meet the existing roadway at 
these approaches and widening will be provided to the outside. 

East of MD 193 to Highbridge Road, residential development 
borders the north side of the road and large undeveloped parcels, 
including the Fairwood Turf Farm, exist along the south side. The 
proposed alignment remains south of the existing road through this 
segment to provide improved horizontal and vertical geometries while 
avoiding impacts to existing developments and the Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church Historic Site. 

From Highbridge Road easterly, the proposed roadway departs 
from existing alignment on a northern relocation. An eastbound only 
connection with the existing road will be provided along with an 
access roadway to the two businesses at the southeast corner of the 
MD 450/Highbridge Road intersection. The Selected Alternate retains 
use of Existing MD 450 between Highbridge Road and MD 197 to: 

Provide access and visibility for the 25+ businesses along the 
existing road. 

Provide supplemental capacity to the Relocated MD 450/MD 197 
intersection to maintain acceptable levels of service. 

Two north-south connections will be provided between Relocated 
and Existing MD 450 east of Highbridge Road. The median break at 
Grenville Lane will accommodate westbound traffic on Existing MD 450 
that is continuing westbound on Relocated MD 450. The connection 
closest to Highbridge Road (Greenwich Lane) will allow only right 
turns onto and off of Relocated MD 450. 

Approaching the Conrail Railroad Tracks from Grenville Lane, 
the Relocated MD 450 median will taper from 20' to 16'. The median 
taper, feasible because of the 3300+' distance without cross-overs 
between Grenville Lane and MD 197, allows a slight reduction in the 
overall width of impact adjacent to the "Parcel F" Park west of the 
railroad and the residential area east of the railroad. Between the 
railroad and MD 197, the median will widen to 30' to allow for double 
left turns. 
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On MD 197 between Existing MD 450 and Grady's Walk, which is 
600'+ north of Relocated MD 450, widening and median construction 
will provide for double left turns on the norrhbound and southbound 
approaches to Relocated MD 450. A median break will be provided at 
Gallant Fox Lane. The entrance north of Gallant Fox Lane into the 
Bowie Office Condos will allow only right turns in and right turns 
out. Analysis of the Reloc. MD 450/MD 197 intersection indicates 
that queues on the northbound approach may block the Gallant Fox Lane 
median opening during the peak hour by the design year. The median 
break must be provided at Gallant Fox Lane since it is the only 

; access point for this business park.  Access from Relocated MD 450 
is not a reasonable alternative since the relocation will be 

! supported by high (>15') retaining walls in the area where an 
| intersection with a business park access road could be sufficiently 
| spaced west of MD 197. 

The Selected Option, E4, for Existing MD 450 east of MD 197, 
{ does not substantially affect traffic capacity or operations.  The 

40+ homes in the Twin Cedar Lane community will access either MD 450 
or MD 197 via Twisting Lane. 

i Segment 5:  East of MD 197 to East of Race Track Road 
i 

At Moylan/Trinity Drives, the relocation basically rejoins the 
the existing alignment.  The Selected Alternate centerline will be 

\ 50' north of and parallel to the existing southern roadway edge. 
All widening from Moylan/Trinity Drives to Superior Lane will be to 
the north of the existing road. 

As discussed previously, the proposed curbed shoulder will 
taper out at four locations where there is an adequate distance 
(1200'+ rain) between entrance points. These shoulder tapers are 
considered prudent based on traffic volumes being satisfied by four 
through lanes and the recognition of MD 450 as Bowie's "Main Street" 
between MD 197 and Race Track Road. The locations of these proposed 
shoulder tapers are indicated on Figures 18 and 19. 

The median width remains at 20' east of the westbound approach 
to MD 197 except for the taper to provide double left turns at Race 
Track Road. The alignment will shift south of the existing roadway 
centerline east of Superior Lane, making use of a dedicated corridor 
obtained as result of planning studies performed during the 1960's. 

Segment 6:  East of Race Track Road to 3000'+ west of MD 3 

The 4-Lane Divided Open Section will be constructed in this 
segment based on the limited amount of development. The Sacred Heart 
Church and Chapel, having three entrance points on the south side 
of MD 450, is the only improved property in this segment. 
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Severity 

Accident Data 

MD 450 from Whitfield Chapel Road to 3000' west of MD 3 
experienced a total of 644 reported accidents during the study period 
of 1987 through approximately June, 1990. These accidents resulted 
in a rate of 311.5 accidents per every one hundred million vehicle 
miles of travel (acc./lOO mvm) for the 3 1/2 years study period. 
This rate is lower than the statewide average accident rate of 336.7 
acc./lOO mvm for all similarly designed highways now under state 
maintenance. The accident cost to the motoring and general public 
resulting from these accidents is estimated at approximately $3.3 
million/100 mvm. 

The accidents are listed in Table 3 by year, severity, accident 
rates/100 mvm and, for comparison purposes, the statewide average 
accident rates. 

TABLE 3 

MD 450 ACCIDENT SEVERITY 1987 - JUNE 1990 

1987 

Fatal Accidents 2 
Persons Killed 2 
Injury Accidents 124 
Persons Injured 225 
Prop. Dam. Ace. 69 

Total Accidents 195 

Rate Per Statewide 
1988 1989 19901 Total 100 MVM AVQ. Rate 

3 0 1 6 2.9 2.1 
3 0 1 6 

101 104 50 379 183.3 174.0 
184 167 98 674 
76 70 44 259 125.3 160.6 

180 174 95 644 311.5 336.7 

1990 values represent only the period from January to June 

Six fatal accidents occurred within this section of MD 450 
during the study period. Two fatal accidents occurred in 1987 - one 
was an opposite direction collision .3 mile west of Galveston Road, 
the other was a fixed object collision .1 mile west of MD 193. of 
the 6 fatal accidents, 3 occurred in 1988 - the first fatal was a 
right angle collision at the intersection of Belair Drive, the second 
one involved a vehicle striking a fixed object at the intersection 
of Twin Cedar Lane, and the third accident again involved a vehicle 
striking a fixed object occurring .2 mile west of MD 197. The final 
fatal accident was a fixed object collision occurring in 1990 just 
east of the intersection at MD 197. 

Ao traffic volumes increase on the existing roadway, increasing 
the likelihood of congestion and delays, it is projected that the 
number and severity of accidents would increase beyond the 311.5 
acc./lOO mvm experienced during the study period. It is anticipated 
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that the implementation of the Selected Alternate will result in an 
accident rate of approximately 229 accidents/100 mvm of travel, which 
would generate an estimated accident cost of S2.3 million/100 mvm. 
This alternate is expected to result in a decrease in fixed object 
collisions and opposite direction collisions which are generally the 
most severe collision type. These reductions would be brought about 
by the highway being divided, the addition of a lane in each 
direction and partial access controls. 

The collision types experienced within the study area in 
comparison to their respective statewide average accident rates for 
this type of highway are listed in Table 4. Accidents occurring 
during darkness hours and wet surface conditions are also listed. 

TABLE 4 

MD 450 ACCIDENTS BY COLLISION TYPE 1987 - JUNE 1990 

No. of Rate Per Statewide 
Collision Tvpe Accidents 100 MVM Averaqe Rate 

Angle 110 53.2 54.1 
Rear End 147 71.1 37.0 
Fixed Object 107 51.8* 42.7 
Opposite Direction 37 17.9 16.2 
Sideswipe 33 16.0 22.3 
Left Turn 106 51.3* 33.9 
Pedestrian 11 5.3 8.6 
Parked Vehicle 5 2.4 10.6 
Other Collision 88 42.6 54.3 

Significantly higher than the statewide average rate. 

Condition No. of Accidents 
% of Total 
Accidents Statewide % 

Nighttime Ace. 
Wet Surface Ace. 

196 
183 

30.4% 
28.4%'. 

34% 
22% 

Fixed object and left turn type collisions occurred at a 
significantly higher rate than their respective statewide averages. 

Of the 106 left turn collisions that occurred, 30 took place 
at the intersection of MD 450 and MD 193. Our records indicate that 
19 fixed object collisions occurred in the approximately .2 mile 
section of MD 450 between MD 197 and the bridge over the railroad 
tracks just west of that intersection. These 19 accidents involved 
vehicles striking either the bridge, guardrail, or a curb or wall. 
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There were two High Accident Intersections within the study 
area. One was in 1987 - MD 450 at MD 704 (16 accidents). The other 
was at MD 450 at MD 193 in 1989 (15 accidents). 

In addressing the High Accident Intersections and other 
recognized problem areas on MD 450, the Selected Alternate will 
include the following improvements: 

The MD 450/704 intersection will be completely 
reconstructed providing additional capacity and improved 
continuity for the major movements. The degree of 
curvature on mainline MD 450 as well as skew of the 
intersection will be improved. 

Additional capacity will be provided at the Glenn Dale 
Road intersection. The existing substandard crest east 
of the intersection will be lowered approximately 11 feet 
to provide adequate sight distance for 50 mph design 
speed criteria. 

East and west of the MD 450/193 intersection, capacity 
improvements will eliminate the lane reductions which 
now occur. The southbound approach to the intersection 
will be widened to accommodate double left turns. 

The proposed relocation between Highbridge Road and 
Moylan/Trinity Drives will increase capacity and improve 
sight distance. 

From east of Belair Drive to east of Superior Lane, 
additional through lanes, turn lanes at several 
intersecting roads and entrances, and vertical alignment 
improvements will improve safety as compared to the 
existing conditions. 

5.   Environmental Consequences 

An Environmental Assessment/Section 4(f) Evaluation was 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration on December 23, 1988 
and distributed prior to the public hearing for the project. The 
Selected Alternate is a combination, with slight modifications, of 
the 4-I,ane Divided and 6-Lane Divided Alternates presented in the 
Environmental Assessment/Section 4(f) Evaluation and at the 
Location/Design Public Hearing. 

A comparison of the Selected Alternate to the alternates 
presented at the Public Hearing reveals that its impacts are nearly 
identical to those discussed at the Public Hearing. A comparison 
of the typical sections presented at the Public Hearing versus the 
typical sections comprising the Selected Alternate is as follows: 

111-24 



^ 

East of Whitfield Chapel Road to MD 704 and East of MD 197 to 
Race Track Road 

The Selected Alternate consists of 4 travel lanes 
separated by a 20' raised median. Closed shoulders, 12' 
wide, will be provided outside each roadway. The 
distance between outside curbs is 96' as compared with 
the 6-Lane Divided Alternate discussed at the Public 
Hearing which had 100' between outside curbs. The 
impacts are nearly identical. The Selected Alternate 
impacts due to grading requirements and right-of-way are 
slightly lower than the 6-Lane Alternate impacts given 
that the overall roadway width is 4' less. 

MD 704 to East of MD 197 

The Selected Alternate consists of a 6-lane divided 
roadway (100' between outside curbs) and is identical 
to the 6-Lane Divided Alternate presented at the Public 
Hearing. 

Race Track Road to West of MD 3 

The Selected Alternate is a 4-lane divided roadway with 
open shoulders, and is identical to the 4-Lane Divided 
Rural Section presented at the Public Hearing. 

The impacts of the Selected Alternate are discussed below: 

a.   Social, Economic and Land Use Impacts 

1)   Social Impacts 

An analysis of the possible displacements caused 
by the Selected Alternate has been made by the State 
Highway Administration and is based on preliminary 
relocation and right-of-way studies. The preliminary 
right-of-way and relocation reports are available for 
review at the District 3 office of the Office of Real 
Estate, State Highway Administration, 9300 Kenilworth 
Avenue, Greenbelt, MD 20770. 

The Selected Alternate will require the 
displacement of eight residences and two businesses, 
both of which are vacant. In addition, three abandoned 
residential structures will be displaced. All proposed 
relocations are between Seabrook Road and MD 193, with 
the majority of these impacts in the vicinity of the MD 
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450/704 intersection. The area affected by the 
improvements is a mixture of small businesses, office 
buildings, commercial areas and residences. Of the 
eight residential displacements, five are owner-occupied 
and three are minority tenant occupied. Income levels 
of the affected families are in the low range. 

Relocation of the individuals and families 
displaced by the project will be accomplished in 
accordance with the "Uniform Relocation Assistance and 
Land Acquisition Policies Act of 1970" as amended in 
1987 (See Appendix). The relocation will be 
satisfactorily completed within a 6 to 12 month period, 
and in a timely, orderly and humane manner. The required 
acquisitions can be accomplished with minimal impact to 
the economic well-being of the project area and those 
directly affected. 

A survey of the local real estate rental and sales 
market indicates that there is sufficient comparable 
replacement housing for the dislocated families, but not 
at prices that they can afford. Therefore, "Housing Of 
Last Resort" will be utilized to provide decent, safe 
and sanitary replacement housing for all the affected 
families. There should not be any major difficulties 
in relocating the affected families. Enough housing 
appears to be available in the area so there would be 
no adverse impact on neighborhoods into which the 
affected families will move. No substantial change in 
population density or distribution is anticipated. No 
other federal, state or local projects are foreseen 
which would affect the supply and availability of needed 
replacement housing. 

f 
None of the displaces are known to be handicapped. 

Impacts are projected for the Lincoln-Vista subdivision 
which contains a concentration of minority residents and 
tenant occupants. 

In addition to the required displacements, strip 
right-of-way generally adjacent to existing rights-of- 
way would be required in the amount of 109 acres. 
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2) Summary of the Equal Opportunity Policy of the Maryland 

State Highway Administration 

Title VI Statement 

It is the policy of the Maryland State 
Highway Administration to ensure compliance 
with the provisions of Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, and related civil 
rights laws and regulations which prohibit 
discrimination on the grounds of race, 
color, sex, national origin, age, religion, 
physical or mental handicap in all state 
Highway Administration program projects 
funded in whole or in part by the Federal 
Highway Administration. The State Highway 
Administration will not discriminate in 
highway planning, highway design, highway 
construction, the acquisition of right of 
way, or the provision of relocation 
advisory assistance. 

This policy has been incorporated in all 
levels of the highway planning process in 
order that proper consideration may be 
given to the social, economic and 
environmental effects of all highway 
projects. Alleged discriminatory actions 
should be . addressed to the Equal 
Opportunity Section of the Maryland State 
Highway Administration for investigation. 

3) Economic Impacts 

The proposed improvements to MD 450 will relieve 
traffic congestion and conflicts, thus improving access 
to businesses and services throughout the project area, 
particularly to the two commercial areas which are 
served primarily by MD 450: Lanham/Seabrook in the 
western portion of the project area and Bowie in the 
eastern portion. This relief will improve travel time 
and traffic service. It will also allow improved 
access for through traffic transporting goods and 
services destined for the Capital Beltway, MD 3 and 
other neighboring corridors. Access to workplaces in 
and around the project area will also be improved. 
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As previously stated, two businesses will be 

acquired. These businesses had ceased operations prior 
to initiation of this Project Planning Study. 

The development of the Selected Alternate has 
included an investigation of proposed cross-over 
locations and spacing for the entire project. Minimum 
cross-over spacings of 750' in the urban areas and 
1500' in the rural areas have been used as criteria in 
the preliminary establishment of cross-over locations, 
in conformance with SHA guidelines for arterial 
highways. Due to the high frequency of side roads, 
commercial entrances and residential driveways, it is 
not possible to provide every access point a cross- 
over and maintain a safe spacing distance. Therefore, 
some circuity of travel and U-turning will be 
necessary. Based on the currently proposed cross-over 
locations, vehicles will be required to duplicate as 
much as 0.40 mile of their travel route to access one 
of the 64 residential driveways, 14 commercial 
entrances or five minor sideroads that will be denied 
left turn access throughout the project. 

Throughout the project area, some economic 
readjustments are likely to result at the various 
shopping centers, restaurants, gas stations, and other 
commercial establishments with the proposed 
improvements. The gas stations in the project area may 
experience the most noticeable impact of any business 
along MD 450 due to loss of patronage. The stations 
that will not be provided a direct median cross-over 
(four of the seven stations along the project) would 
experience a loss in patronage if traffic seeks 
services outside the project area rather than making U- 
turns to access project area stations. However, the 
additional capacity provided with the Selected 
Alternate will improve accessibility to the sites and 
provide an attraction for potential customers. 

The possible redistribution of patronage at 
business establishments is recognized as an impact with 
the construction of a divided highway. However, some 
economic impacts are a trade-off for the safety and 
capacity gained with a divided highway. With the 
improvement in travel efficiency resulting from the 
Selected Alternate, the exchange of goods and services 
between business interests in the area will likewise 
improve, favorably impacting the regional economy. 
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The Selected Alternate will help accommodate the 
continuing development which is planned for Lanham, 
Seabrook, Glenn Dale, Collington and the City of Bowie. 
The widening will provide an adequate facility to allow 
commercial and residential expansion, which in turn 
would have a positive impact on the County's tax base 
and revenues. 

A short term reduction in the tax base might 
occur with the construction due to the acquisition of 
private property and residential relocations. However, 
this reduction will likely be compensated for by a 
broadened tax base. 

Some business establishments throughout the 
project area will require the relocation of roadside 
signing and/or elimination of some parking to 
accommodate the Selected Alternate. A summary of the 
parking impacts of the Selected Alternate is found in 
Table 5. 

Following implementation, the improvements will 
introduce slightly different access patterns and/or 
reduction in visibility at several commercial 
establishments throughout the project due to the 
configuration of entrances and intersecting streets. 
The changes in access may have a negative economic 
impact on the commercial areas in question. These 
areas and the resulting impacts are described as 
follows: 

Businesses Along Existing MD 450 between Hiqhbridqe 
Road and the Conrail Railroad 

Following the construction of Relocated MD 450 
between Highbridge Road and Moylan/Trinity Drives, the 
majority of through traffic on MD 450 will use the 
relocated roadway. Therefore, approximately 20 
businesses along the existing roadway will experience 
a reduction in visibility due to the traffic diversion. 

Included among the businesses in this area are 
several convenience stores, a gas station, a veterinary 
hospital, shoe, hardware, liquor and furniture stores 
and a barbershop. The convenience stores and gas 
station are largely dependent on drive-by traffic for 
business. The other stores and shops are dependent to 
a lesser degree on drive-by traffic and would not 
experience a substantial impact on patronage since 
adequate access would be provided. 
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The existing ADT on MD 450 in this area is 
approximately 21,000 vehicles. Of the 33,500 vehicle 
ADT projected for the year 2015, 20%, or 6,700 through 
vehicles per day, will continue to use the existing 
roadway. Therefore the businesses will have 
approximately 32% of the traffic exposure they 
experience today. Visibility and access to the 
businesses in the area will be maintained by means of 
three access points between the Relocation and Existing 
MD 450 — a slip ramp eastbound at Highbridge Road 
(Greenwich Lane), a right-in, right-out connection 
950'+ east of Highbridge Road, and a connection (with 
median break) on the Relocation, 1500'+ east of 
Highbridge Road (Grenville Lane).  See Figure 17. 

Bowie Business Park - Gallant Fox Lane 

The Bowie Business Park is located in the 
northwest quadrant of the existing MD 450/197 
intersection, just south of the proposed alignment of 
relocated MD 450. Presently consisting of a drive-in 
bank, a McDonald's restaurant and approximately 92,000 
SF of general office space, the business park maintains 
all access from two locations on MD 197. The 
northernmost entrance is located 900'+ north of 
existing MD 450, serving primarily McDonald's and the 
bank. The southern entrance, Gallant Fox Lane, is 
located 650'+ north of Existing MD 450 and is the 
primary access point for the site. 

Following construction of the relocation, the 
northern entrance will need to be restricted to right- 
in, right-out movements only, due to the entrance's 
close proximity to the relocated intersection. 
Therefore, all traffic desiring to make left turns into 
or out of the site will be required to use Gallant Fox 
Lane, resulting in volumes at the MD 197/Gallant Fox 
Lane intersection that will likely be beyond 
unsignalized intersection capacity. Due to the close 
proximity of Gallant Fox Lane to Existing MD 450 to the 
south and the proposed relocation to the north along MD 
197, both of which will be signalized, a traffic signal 
at Gallant Fox Lane does not appear to be feasible. 
This condition will be evaluated in the design stage to 
develop signalization that will maintain adequate 
operations at Gallant Fox Lane. 
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TABLE 5 

PARKING IMPACTS 

Establishment 

9226 Annap. Rd 
Beltway Homes 

Approx. 
Building 
Area 

2370 SF 

9315 Annap. Rd     1925 SF 
Atkins Real Estate 

Parking Spaces 
Required By 

Zoning 

10 

Weber Building 16,700 SF 67 

Enterprise 93,700 SF 375 
H 
H 
M 

Shopping Center 

1 
Enterprise 
Gardens (Garden 
Shop)** 

1000 SF 7 

Community Food 10,000 SF 67 
Market 

St. Mathiae 31,000 SF 
Church 

Parking 
Spaces 

Available 

18 

19 

50 

562 

11 

61 

135 

Spaces to be Eliminated 
Under Selected Alternate 

8 

0/9* 

8 

25 

18 

23 

Spaces Remaining 
Under  Selected  Alternate 

10 

19/10* 

42 

537*** 

11 

43 * * * 

112** * 

* * * 

With Retaining Wall/Without Retaining Wall (See Figure 10) 

Approximately 6200 SF of open-air retail space would be eliminated. 

Space appears to be available on the property for the replacement of eliminated parking spaces. 

%) 
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4)    Access Impacts to Churches and Community Facilities 

Access to several churches will be modified by the 
Selected Alternate due to the introduction of a median. 
However, traffic operations at these locations will not 
be adversely impacted. 

St. Mathias Church (south side of MD 450, at 
Seabrook Road) will be allowed left turn access at its 
east entrance only, opposite Seabrook Road. The west 
entrance will become right-in, right-out. 

At St. Pius X Church (north side of MD 450, just 
west of Moylan/Trinity Drives), the west entrance, where 
left turn access will be provided, will require 
relocation approximately 150' to the west to provide 
adequate distance between it and Moylan/Trinity Drives. 
The existing east entrance will become right-in, right- 
out. 

St. Matthews Church (north side of MD 450, 800'+ 
east of Moylan/Trinity Drives) will have left turn access 
at its existing east entrance. The west entrance will 
become right-in, right-out. 

The Cornerstone Assembly of God (north side of MD 
450, 500'+ east of Race Track Road) will use its east 
entrance for left turn access and its west entrance as 
right-in, right-out. 

The Sacred Heart Church (south aide of MD 450, 
2000'+ east of Race Track Road) will use its west 
entrance for left turn access and its east entrance for 
right-in, right-out. The Sacred Heart Chapel entrance, 
immediately east of the church entrances will have a 
median opening for left turn access. 

Bowie High School (north side of MD 450, just west 
of Belair Drive) will have left turn access at its 
existing east entrance, opposite Belair Drive, which 
remains shared with the Bowie Library. The west entrance 
to the high school will become right-in, right-out. 

The Bowie Community Center is located just east 
of Stonybrook Drive on the south side of MD 450. Left 
turn access will be possible only by means of Stonybrook 
Drive.  Right turn access will remain as is. 
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5)   Land Use Impacts 

The Selected Alternate is consistent with the 
Prince George's County Master Plan of Transportation, 
dated 1982, the Approved and Adopted Glenn Dale, 
Seabrook, Lanham and Vicinity Master Plan, dated 1977 
and the Approved Bowie-Collington-Mitchellville and 
vicinity Master Plan of 1990. The Selected Alternate 
is also in conformance with several development projects 
which are either under design or have begun construction. 
The Seabrook Mini-Storage, Duvall Village Shopping 
Center, Glennsford, Silverbrook and Bowie Forest 
developments, among others, have been designed to be 
physically compatible with the proposed roadway design. 
These and other developments are occurring as a result 
of planning decisions as set forth in area master plans 
prepared by the County and M-NCPPC. SHA has no authority 
to set land use policy. These developments are also 
subject to State and Federal permit and environmental 
requirements, and the specific impacts to wetlands, 
woodlands, etc., for example, will be addressed as a part 
of those permit processes. 

b.   Public Park and Recreational Area Impacts 

No property will be required from parkland to construct 
the Selected Alternate across the proposed M-NCPPC Stream 
Valley Parks at Folly and Lottsford Branches. Currently, the 
proposed parks are on the M-NCPPC Equestrian Addendum to the 
Countywide Trails Plan. At Lottsford Branch, M-NCPPC has 
received land dedication on the south side of MD 450 for the 
proposed stream valley park. This land was dedicated by owners 
of the Whiteleather property , with the platting of the 
Silverbrook subdivision in 1988. Along with this dedication, 
adequate dedication was set aside for the ultimate MD 450 
improvements near the stream crossing. This dedication was 
also made at the same. time as the platting of Silverbrook. 
At Folly Branch and on the north side of MD 450 at Lottsford 
Branch, all land along the streams outside existing right- 
of-way remains privately owned. As the land adjacent to these 
proposed stream valley parks becomes developed, M-NCPPC will 
obtain dedications for park purposes. The State Highway 
Administration will maintain coordination with M-NCPPC to 
obtain reservations or dedications for highway purposes where 
the proposed highway right-of-way intersects the proposed 
stream valley park alignment. 
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M-NCPPC has been authorized by the Prince George's County 
Government to pursue the acquisition of the former Glenn Dale 
Hospital site at the northeast corner of the MD 450/MD 953 
(Glenn Dale Road) intersection from the District of Columbia. 
Advance Land Acquisition Program funds will be used to purchase 
the site which will possibly be used as recreational land. 
M-NCPPC will maintain coordination with SHA into the design 
phase of the MD 450 project to set aside the necessary portion 
of this property for MD 450 improvements. The Washington 
Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) is coordinating with Prince 
George's County to acquire a small portion of this property 
adjacent to MD 450. 

Strip right-of-way and/or construction easements 
totalling approximately 0.27 acre will be required for the 
Selected Alternate from the future Archer Tract Neighborhood 
Park. This land is required to grade cut and fill side slopes 
outside the roadway. Final design negotiations with M-NCPPC 
will determine whether land will be taken in-fee or as 
easement. This document assumes acquisition in-fee. See 
Section IV. Section 4(f) Evaluation for details. No in-fee 
property acquisition will be required from Whitemarsh Park or 
the Sussex Lane Recreational Area; however, some minor 
temporary construction easement is required to provide a 
connection between the existing Whitemarsh Park trail and the 
MD 450 longitudinal trail system. The City of Bowie supports 
the use of a temporary easement to provide this connection. 
The easement is not subject to the requirements of Section 4(f) 
for the reasons stated on p. IV-2 of this document. 

Noise level impacts at the parks and recreational area 
are projected to be as follows: 

TABLE 6 

Park Area Noise Levels (dBA) 

Location Ambient 
No-Build 

2015 
Selected Alternate 
 2015 

Sussex Lane Rec. Area 60 
Archer Tract Park 60 
Whitemarsh Park 60 

59* 
61 
61 

60 
58* 
58* 

Noise levels are less than ambient due to model calibration to remove 
extraneous non-traffic noise. Based on State Highway Administration 
guidelines, a difference of 3 dBA is not considered significant. 

111-34 



7 t 
The retaining walls proposed to avoid acquisition of 

property within Sussex Lane Recreational Area and Whitemarsh 
Park will be located entirely within SHA right-of-way. At 
Sussex Lane, the entire 400'+ length of wall will support l'-6' 
of fill (the roadway elevation will be 1' to 6' above the 
elevation of existing ground). Therefore, the face of the wall 
will be visible from the Recreational Area. Paved roadway will 
be no closer to the Recreational Area than it is today. 

Two retaining walls have also been incorporated into the 
Selected Alternate to avoid the acquisition of 0.47 acre of 
land from Whitemarsh Park. Their locations are shown on Figure 
20 in Section III. The retaining wall closest to Race Track 
Road averages 8 feet in height and is 400 feet long; the wall 
opposite the Hilltop Plaza buildings is 300 feet long and 
averages 7 feet in height. The two walls will support roadway 
fill and will avoid the need to remove trees from within the 
boundaries of the Whitemarsh Park, consistent with the desires 
of the City of Bowie. The faces of the walls will be visible 
from the park. The proposed roadway elevation in this area 
approximates that of the existing roadway. 

Side slopes (2 Hor. to 1 Vert.) along the Archer Tract 
frontage will alternate from fill to cut with depths as high 
as 9' given that the proposed roadway centerline elevation will 
be as much as 6' below the existing roadway elevation. The 
appearance of the future Park property from the roadway will 
be similar to what it is today. 

The existing bicycle path along MD 450 in Bowie will be 
eliminated. This trail, located entirely within SHA right- 
of-way between Stonybrook Drive and MD 197, was completed in 
June, 1974, as a Maryland Department of Transportation 
Demonstration Transportation Project. The bikeway is primarily 
for transportation and is an integral part of the 
transportation facilities in the corridor, providing access 
to recreation centers, the City Office Complex, schools and 
fringe parking areas. Therefore, in accordance with FHWA 
policy, the requirements of Section 4(f) do not apply. 
Provision of a multi-use trail on the north side of MD 450 as 
part of the Selected Alternate will serve as replacement for 
the bike trail. The trail will consist, in closed section 
areas, of an 8' wide paved area within a 14' wide utility area 
behind the curb. East of Race Track Road, the 10' wide 
shoulder will accommodate the ttail. Connections will be 
provided with the existing trail network within Whitemarsh Park 
and along MD 197. 

The M-NCPPC Stream Valley Park along Bald Hill Branch, 
south of MD 450, terminates at the south right-of-way line for 
proposed MD 450 and therefore will not be impacted. This 
stream valley is planned for use as an equestrian trail, but 
currently no recreational uses are in place. 
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Consideration is being given to maintaining continuity 
of a proposed multi-use trail across MD 450 along the future 
Lottsford Branch Stream Valley Park in conformance with M- 
NCPPC Master Plans. The proposed profile for MD 450, set based 
on hydraulic requirements, would not accommodate a grade 
separated crossing. 

Trail underpass feasibility was also investigated at 
Folly Branch but was dropped from further consideration due 
to the excessive costs involved ($2+ million). An at-grade 
multi-use trail crossing of MD 450 at Folly Branch was also 
investigated. Due to the high traffic volumes projected at 
the MD 450/704 intersection, an at-grade trail crossing at this 
location was considered unacceptable because of safety. A 
trail overpass of MD 450 would have approximately the same cost 
as an underpass along Folly Branch. For this reason and due 
to the adverse visual impact that an overpass would have, this 
alternate was considered unacceptable. SHA is proposing a 
box culvert to carry Folly Branch and Lottsford Branch under 
MD 450. From the junction of the Lottsford Branch trail with 
MD 450, the proposed trail could either continue north along 
the stream or, using the MD 450 longitudinal trail, continue 
north along the old W.B. & A. Railroad right-of-way which is 
being studied by M-NCPPC as a possible multi-use trail 
location. 

Parcel F (west of the Conrail railroad), which is now 
being considered for use as a City of Bowie park, is planned 
as two park segments separated by the proposed relocation of 
MD 450. The relocation of MD'450 into this area was included 
in the Bowie-Collington and Vicinity Master Plan, 1970 and is 
included in the 1990 version of the Master Plan. As indicated 
in these master plans, proposed A-44 would also bisect this 
property in a north-south direction if it is ever built. When 
the City purchased Parcel F in 1982 and 1984, a corridor to 
accommodate the relocation of MD 450 as a 4-6 lane arterial 
highway in a 120-150 foot right-of-way had already been 
reserved through this area by Bowie and M-NCPPC, at least since 
1970, as indicated in the adopted and approved master plan for 
that year. Attachments to the City of Bowie's letter, dated 
August 24, 1987 in the Agency Coordination section, document 
this highway reservation and the fact that the future parkland 
is to be developed as two halves north and south of the 
relocation. Consequently, the Selected Alternate will not this 
resource. The Selected Alternate includes provision for a 
multi-use trail connection between the two segments by means 
of an arch-type culvert through the high fill west of the 
proposed bridge over the Conrail Railroad. 
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At the St. Pius X Church, the MD 450 relocation will be 
adjacent to a children's playground, but will not require 
acquisition of any church property. Although the barrier- 
type (vertical faced) curb proposed through this area will 
provide a greater deterent to vehicles leaving the roadway than 
the current open section, protective barriers and/or fencing 
will be considered in the final design stage. The Selected 
Alternate will include the reconstruction of the church's west 
entrance, but will not encroach upon the playground. 

Historical and Archeological Resources 

The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has 
determined that three sites within the project area are 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, as 
stated in letters dated 11/18/86 and 5/11/88 (See Section 
VI.C.-Agency Coordination). These sites are indicated on the 
detailed mapping for the Selected Alternate and are described 
as follows: 

1) Buena Vista - 19th Century residence (built ca. 1845) 
located at the southeast corner of the MD 450/Glenn Dale 
Road intersection. (See Figure 13) Buena Vista is 
significant because it is one of the few structures which 
remain of the vast Duvall estate that originally 
encompassed a large area on all corners of the MD 450 

' and Glenn Dale Road intersection. It is an excellent 
example of a small plantation house and one of the few 
intact examples remaining in Prince George's County. 

2) Holy Trinity Church and Rectory - located on the north 
side of MD 450, 1200'+ west of Highbridge Road. (See 
Figure 16) Structures on this site are unique 
architecturally, having been built in the early 19th 
century and are good examples of Federal architecture. 
Although the church has had numerous, mostly sympathetic 
additions since its construction in the 1830's, the 
rectory retains considerable architectural interest and 
its original appearance overall. This site is 
significant historically as well for it has constituted 
an important societal and religious center for almost 
three hundred years as the successor of the original 
Henderson Chapel. 

3) Sacred Heart Chapel - located on the south side of MD 
. 450, approximately 3000' west of MD 3. (See Figure 21) 
Sacred Heart Chapel was built in 1741 by Jesuit priests 
on the property known as White Marsh. During the 1780's, 
American Roman Catholic clergy met there and nominated 
John Carroll to be the first American bishop.  In 1853 
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a fire destroyed all but the walls, sanctuary and 
sacristy of the chapel. The present reconstruction dates 
from 1856. It is the oldest Roman Catholic Church in 
Prince George's County. As indicated on Figure 21, the 
Selected Alternate's access design is compatible with 
a driveway connection, which would be constructed by 
others parallel with MD 450, that would link the church 
parking lot with the Chapel entrance drive. 

No property will be acquired from Buena Vista, the Holy 
Trinity Church and Rectory, or the Sacred Heart Chapel. In 
the last two instances, the roadway will be moved away from 
the site and widened. The distance from the edge of road to 
the nearest building will increase from 350' + to 440'+ at Holy 
Trinity and from 530'+ to 570'+ at Sacred Heart Chapel. In 
addition. Sacred Heart Chapel is situated on a hill. At Buena 
Vista, the roadway will be closer (210 feet from proposed edge 
of road to the building vs. 250 feet today). Nonetheless, 
in all three instances, the structures are buffered from the 
roadways by extensive vegetation and woods. 

The proposed grade of MD 450 approximates that of the 
present roadway near Holy Trinity Church and Sacred Heart 
Chapel. Near Buena Vista, the proposed grade is as much as 
12' lower than existing. However, all grading to accommodate 
the revised roadway profile will remain outside the historic 
boundary. 

The SHPO has indicated that Buena Vista and Holy Trinity 
Church and Rectory will not be adversely affected, and Sacred 
Heart Chapel will not be affected by the proposed project. 
This is documented by the letter from the SHPO dated 12/13/88 
in the Agency Coordination Section of this document. 

Based upon the results of the Phase I survey, the SHPO 
concurs that the project will have no effect upon significant 
archeological resources and that no additional archeological 
investigations are warranted for the project. (See 
Correspondence in Section VI.C - Agency Coordination) 

Natural Environmental Impacts 

1)    Prime Farmland Soils 

Coordination with the Soil Conservation Service 
has been conducted as required by the Farmland Protection 
Policy Act (See Farmland Impact Rating Form in the Agency 
Coordination section). Based on information provided 
by the Soil Conservation Service, the Selected Alternate 
will affect 6.4 acres of Prime and Unique Farmland Soils 
and 4.6 acres of Statewide and Local Important Farmland 
Soils. 
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The amount of farmland in Prince George's County 

that will be converted for construction of MD 450 is 
estimated to be approximately 0.001% of the total 
farmland currently in use. Areas in the MD 450 corridor 
shown as farmland are planned for development. This 
project will warrant only a minimal level of 
consideration for the protection of farmlands. 

2)    Floodplains 

The Selected Alternate will cross the floodplains 
of Bald Hill Branch, Folly Branch, Lottsford Branch and 
Collington Branch. The acreages of 100-year floodplain 
within the rights-of-way of the Selected Alternate are 
as follows: 

Bald Hill Branch 0.18 ac. 
Folly Branch 2.30 ac. 
Lottsford Branch 1.06 ac. 
Collington Branch 0.40 ac. 

During final design the State Highway 
Administration will prepare a detailed hydrologic and 
hydraulic study to identify the existing 100-year storm 
discharge and floodplain. Specific mitigation measures 
will be considered for floodplain encroachment areas. 
All structures will be designed to meet the criteria set 
forth by the State Highway Administration and the Water 
Resources Administration. 

In accordance with Executive Order 11988 and 
F.H.P.M. 6-7-3-2, each floodplain encroachment was 
evaluated to determine its significance. A significant 
encroachment would involve one of the following: 

a significant potential for interruption or 
termination of a transportation facility 
needed for emergency vehicles or which 
provides a community's only evacuation route; 

a significant risk; or 

a significant adverse impact on natural and 
beneficial floodplain values. 

None of the proposed floodplain encroachments will 
significantly affect upstream water-surface elevations 
or storage capacity. 
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Hydraulic design for all waterway openings will 

incorporate' structures to limit upstream flood level 
increases and approximate existing downstream flow rates. 
Use of state-of-the-art sediment and erosion control 
techniques and stormwater management controls will ensure 
that none of the encroachments will result in risks or 
impacts to the beneficial floodplain values or provide 
direct or indirect support to further development within 
the floodplain. Therefore, all floodplain encroachments 
were determined to be non-significant. In accordance 
with E.O. 11988, a floodplain finding is not required 
for the Selected Alternate. Additional development in 
the project corridor is subject to County regulations 
which prohibit floodplain disturbance. 

3)   Surface Water 

New single cell or multi-cell box culverts or bridges 
will replace the existing single span bridges at Bald Hill 
Branch, Folly Branch and Lottsford Branch for the Selected 
Alternate. Methods of reducing the impact of stream bottom 
loss, such as bottomless culverts and depressed culvert cells 
to reestablish a productive substrate, will be investigated 
during the final design phase. 

Since streams in the project are designated as Class I 
by the Department of the Environment, all in-stream 
construction will be prohibited from March 1st to June 15th, 
inclusive, in accordance with State regulations. Class I 
waters have designated use for water contact recreation, 
aquatic life, wildlife and water supply systems. Additional 
protection is provided to streams with higher classifications. 
A Waterway Construction Permit will be required from the 
Department of Natural Resources. No stream relocations will 
be required. 

The increase in impervious surface area resulting from 
the proposed improvements will produce a proportionate increase 
in the amount of roadway runoff carrying vehicle generated 
pollutants (i.e., oil, coolants, brake lining, rubber, etc.). 

Stormwater runoff will be managed under the Department 
of the Environment (MDE) Stormwater Management Regulations. 
These regulations will require stormwater management practices 
in the following order of preference: 

on-site infiltration; 

flow attenuation by open vegetated swales and 
natural depressions; 

-    stormwater retention structures; and 

111-40 



tff 
stormwater detention structures. 

It has been demonstrated that these measures can 
substantially reduce pollutant loads and control runoff. 
Stormwater management areas will be identified during the final 
design phase. 

To minimize water quality impacts, final design for the 
proposed improvements will include plans for grading, sediment 
and erosion control, and stormwater management, in accordance 
with State and Federal laws and regulations. Final plans 
require review and approval by the Maryland DNR, Water 
Resources Administration and the Department of the Environment. 
Sediment and erosion control measures will be designed and 
implemented in accordance with the "1983 Maryland Standards 
and Specifications for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control" and 
the "Erosion and Sediment Control" of 1984 prepared by the 
State Highway Administration. Typical temporary sediment 
control measures which are installed in a project of this type 
include straw bale structures, slope silt fence, sediment 
traps, rip-rap linings, fiberglass erosion stops, dikes and 
swales, soil stabilization matting and stabilized construction 
entrances. The area disturbed by the construction will be held 
to a minimum and revegetated promptly after grading to minimize 
the potential for erosion and sedimentation. 

4)    Wetlands 

Pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 11990, Protection of 
Wetlands, wetland areas potentially affected by the project 
have been identified. Based on these investigations, it has 
been determined that the Selected Alternate will result in 
wetland impacts. 

Palustrine wetlands, as defined by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service system of Cowardin et al (1979), occur in the 
study area. Palustrine wetlands are non-tidal wetlands that 
are temporarily flooded and dominated by trees, shrubs, 
persistent emergent grasses, sedges, and/or mosses. Two 
distinct types of palustrine wetlands occur in the study area: 
wooded swamps (PF01A) and fresh meadows/marshes (PEM5A). 
Fourteen wetlands in the project corridor were delineated 
through field reconnaissance and based on the presence of 
hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation and hydrologic 
characteristics. These wetlands were initially identified in 
1987. A subsequent update, utilizing the Federal Manual for 
Identifying and Delineating Jurisdictional Wetlands (Federal 
Interagency Committee for Wetland Delineation, 1989), indicated 
that these earlier delineations remain accurate. A summary 
of the location, class, dominant species and impacted acreage 
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for each affected wetland is provided in Table 7. The wetland 
locations are shown on the Selected Alternate mapping (Figures 
9-21). On September 15, 1987 an agency field review with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and Department of Natural Resources was held to verify the 
location and limits of these wetlands. See the Agency 
Coordination Section for the minutes of the review. 

The wetlands within the project area are generally of 
high quality and serve a number of useful functions. They are 
essential components of freshwater ecosystems, providing 
valuable habitat and food for numerous species of plants and 
animals. Wetlands function as erosion control mechanisms and 
sediment traps. Hydrologically, vegetated wetlands function 
as buffer systems to flood waters. Their unique water holding 
capacity allows them to store excess water which is released 
at times of drought to aquifer recharge areas. Vegetated 
wetlands also provide substantial pollution abatement by acting 
as nutrient sinks which decrease water pollution by 
metabolizing nitrates and phosphates, and by absorbing and 
assimilating gaseous air pollutants. 

The wetlands in the project area are associated with 
Folly Branch, Lottsford Branch, Collington Branch, their 
tributaries and associated floodplains. The largest single 
wetland impact (3.0 ac.) will occur where proposed MD 450 
improvements cross Wetland W-2, between Baltimore Lane and MD 
704. 

In accordance with E.O. 11990, efforts were made to avoid 
or minimize harm to wetlands in the project corridor. The 
Selected Alternate mapping (Figures 9-21) presents the results 
of these efforts. Following is a discussion of each wetland 
and the impacts thereon resulting from the Selected Alternate. 
Only the No-Build Alternate would completely avoid the 
wetlands. However, the No-Build is not a practicable alternate 
because it would: 

- be inconsistent with local master plans 
- not support the planned development 
- not improve existing level of service, which in several 

areas is at or near capacity 
- not address the existing safety problems and 

undesirable geometric condition 

Following is also a discussion of the most reasonable 
means of reducing or avoiding impacts to each wetland with the 
costs and impacts associated with each reduction measure. 
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WETLAND 
NUMBER 

Wl 

W2 

W3 

W4 

W5 

W5A 

W6 

W7D 

TABLE 7 

WETLANDS AFFECTED 

LOCATION 

WEST OF RES. 9542 

WEST OF HALT. LANE 

WEST OF LOTTSFORD 
VISTA ROAD 

W.B.& A. RAILROAD BRIDGE 

FOLLY BRANCH 

NORTH OF MD 704 

LOTTSFORD BRANCH 

NORTH OF MD 193 

DOMINANT IMPACTED 
CLASS SPECIES ACREAGE 

PEM5A CATTAILS 0.09 
PF01A GUMS 

POWZH RUSHES 3.00 
PEM5A RUSHES 
PF01A PIN OAKS 
PSS1C ALDERS 

PEM5A CATTAILS 

PEM5A RUSHES 0.02 

PF01E GUMS 1.73 

PF01A GUMS 1.25 

PEM5A RUSHES 0.25 
PSS1A SWAMP PRIVET 

PF01A GUMS 0.05 

W7C 

W7B 

W7A 

W7 

W8 

W9 

NORTH OF MD 450, 
WEST OF MD 193 

NORTH OF FRANK'S NURSERY 

FRANK'S NURSERY 

EAST OF FRANK'S NURSERY 

EAST OF CHURCH ROAD 

COLLINGTON BRANCH 

PF01A GUMS 

PF01A GUMS 0.09 

POWZH CATTAILS 0.09 

PEM5A CATTAILS 0.05 

PF01A GUMS — 

PF01A RIVER BIRCH 0.69 
POWZH 

TOTAL IMPACTED ACREAGE 7.31 ACRES 

PF01A = PALUSTRINE, FORESTED, BROAD LEAVED DECIDUOUS, TEMPORARY 
PF01E = PALUSTRINE, FORESTED, BROAD LEAVED DECIDUOUS, SEASONALLY SATURATED 
PSS1A = PALUSTRINE, FORESTED, BROAD LEAVED DECIDUOUS, TEMPORARY 
PSS1C = PALUSTRINE, SCRUB-SHRUB, BROAD LEAVED DECIDUOUS, SEASONAL 
PEM5A = PALUSTRINE, EMERGENT, NARROW LEAVED PERSISTENT, TEMPORARY 
'POWzH = PALUSTRINE, OPEN WATER, INTERMITTENTLY EXPOSED/PERMANENT, IMPOUNDED 
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WETLAND W-l (See Figure 10) 

Wetland W-l is a partially emergent, partially forested wetland 
covering a total area of 0.09 acre and located on both sides of MD 
450, 750'+ east of Seabrook Road. This wetland is in segments, at 
the inlet and outfall of an existing cross culvert. The entire 
wetland is impacted by the Selected Alternate. 

A northern alignment shift to avoid W-l would require 
displacement of the Lanham Professional Park, four residences in the 
Linwood subdivision (under construction) and four existing residences 
along MD 450 at a total cost increase of approximately $ 3.18 
million. In addition, a series of short 6° reversing curves would 
result which would detract from the improved roadway's safety 
characteristics. 

A southern alignment shift to avoid w-l (0.09 ac.) would result 
in a total estimated cost increase of $ 3.83 million as a result of: 

the elimination of approximately one-half of the 135 
parking spaces on the St. Mathias Church property, many 
of which could not be replaced due to inadequate space 
on site. 

the acquisition of the Seabrook Mini-Storage site. 

one residential displacement. 

WETLAND W-2 and W-4 (See Figures 11 and 12) 

The wetland W-2 and W-4 discussion is combined due to 
their close proximity to each other and the proposed 
improvements. W-2 covers 17.2 acres overall and is located 
near a tributary to Folly Branch on both sides of MD 450 near 
Baltimore Lane. It is impacted at two separate locations 
— by MD 450 and by MD 704. W-4 covers 0.02 acre just east 
of Baltimore Lane, within the WB&A Railroad right-of-way. 
Impacts from the Selected Alternate amount to 3.00 acres for 
W-2 and 0.02 acre for W-4. 

Approximately 70' to 100' north of MD 450, W-2 narrows 
to a width of 30'+ encompassing the channel of a Folly Branch 
tributary running perpendicular to MD 450. Without a northern 
alignment shift, a bridge 1350 feet long at an additional cost 
of $16.0 million would be required to avoid encroachment on 
this wetland. A northern shift to cross the narrow portion 
could completely avoid impact to W-2 with a 50'+ long bridge 
but would require acquisition of eight residential properties 
at a total cost increase (including bridge) of $1.8 million. 

Due to the large area covered by w-2 to the south, a 
southern shift of more than 1500' would be required for 
complete avoidance.  Such a shift would take the alignment 
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through the center of the Washington Business Park.. A lesser 
southerly shift in an attempt to reduce impacts to W-2 would 
result in approximately 1.0 acre of impact tc W-3, which is 
not impacted by the Selected Alternate. 

The proposed MD 704 improvements will impact approx- 
imately 0.21 acre of W-2, near the proposed tie-in with the 
Exist. MD 704 six lane section at Business Parkway. Avoidance 
of W-2 would require acquisition of the State Farm Office 
building at a cost of approximately $ 2.0 million, including 
right-of-way. 

WETLAND W-3 (See Figure 12) 

Wetland W-3, located just west of Electric Terrace, south 
of MD 450, will not be impacted by the Selected Alternate as 
a result of the selection of Option D for the MD 450/MD 704 
intersection. Option A would have impacted 1.54 acres of W- 
3. 

WETLAND W-5 (See Figure 12) 

Wetland W-5 closely coincides with the 100-year 
floodplain for Folly Branch which runs perpendicular to MD 450, 
approximately 1500' east of Electric Terrace. Impacts to W- 
5 (1.73 acres) could be eliminated using a bridge 800'+ long 
at a cost increase of approximately $ 10.4 million. Since the 
wetland narrows to the south of the alignment, a southern shift 
could reduce W-5 impacts to approximately 1.50 acres. However, 
such a shift would result in slightly increased right-of-way 
requirements costing approximately $100,000, and in an 
alignment consisting of 6° reversing curves just east of the 
high volume MD 450/MD 704 intersection. These additional 
right-of-way impacts and compromises in geometries do not 
appear justified by a 0.23 acre savings in wetland impact. 
The reconstruction of the MD 450/704 intersection using the 
Selected Alternate configuration will consolidate the roadway 
embankment crossing the Folly Branch floodplain and associated 
Wetland W-5 into one area, as opposed to the two embankments 
which run through this area today. The removal of the existing 
MD 704 embankment and bridge in the vicinity of Folly Branch 
will provide area for possible wetland replacement, largely 
within existing right-of-way. 

WETLAND W-5a (See Figure 12) 

The Selected Alternate will impact all of the 1.25 acre 
W-5a area located approximately 1000' west of Folly Branch. 
MD 704, from Business Parkway to MD 450, is the only portion 
of improvements impacting W-5a. Option D was selected over 
Options A and C, which had lesser impacts to W-5a (zero and 
0.85 acres; respectively). Option D completely avoids W-3 
which would have been impacted under Option A (1.54 acres). 
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Although Option C would impact 0.40 ac. less of Wetland W-5a 
than does Option D, Option C traffic operations are considered 
substantially inferior to Option D. Heavy traffic volumes 
(1900 veh./hr. WB MD 450 to SB MD 704 and 1700 vph NB MD 704 
to EB MD 450) would be required to make turning movements 
through the Option C intersection which, even with triple left 
turns fed by one approach lane, would require prohibitive cycle 
lengths (at least one of the phases would be 75 seconds or 
greater) Option D allows the heavy movements to be through 
movements. 

Several options have been evaluated for reducing or 
avoiding W-5a impacts. The impacts of these optional 
alignments are outlined in Table 8 on the next page. 

Any alignment shift to reduce wetland impacts would 
result in a compromise of geometries for this high volume 
portion of the roadway. The geometric compromises would be 
generally in the form of sharper curves (as high as 6°) and 
short tangents between curves. Throughout the Selected 
Alternate, 5o30' is the sharpest mainline curve, occurring on 
MD 704, just west of W-5a. The sharpest mainline MD 450 curve 
is 5°. A 6° curvature is the acceptable limit for roadways 
with a design speed of 50 mph. A curve this sharp, and to 
greater extend — two in succession, may be unexpected by the 
driver, resulting in a hazardous condition, which could lead 
to higher accident rates. The compromise in geometries and 
additional right-of-way costs associated with the shift would 
save only 0.46 acre of wetland. 

WETLAND W-6 (See Figure 13) 

Wetland W-6 basically coincides with the Lottsford Branch 
floodplain, crossing MD 450 approximately 1/2 mile west of MD 
193. Since Lottsford Branch extends far to the north and south 
of MD 450, alignment shift would not reduce impacts to W-6. 

W-6 impacts could be eliminated by spanning the wetland 
with a bridge at an added cost of approximately $ 640,000 over 
the $710,000 estimated for a box culvert (approximately a 
double cell 12' x 8') to handle the Lottsford Branch crossing. 
The additional money to construct the bridge would save only 
0.25 acre of wetland. 

WETLAND W-7d (See Figure 14) 

W-7d includes the stream outfall channel north of MD 450, 
800'+ west of MD 193. The Selected Alternate impacts 0.05 acre 
of W-7d. A 50'+ alignment shift to the south would be 
necessary to avoid impacts.   Such a shift would require 
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TABLE 8 

MD 704: 
ALIGNMENT OPTIONS TO REDUCE OR AVOID 

IMPACTS TO WETLAND W-5a 

<rt> 

ALIGNMENT 
OPTION 

RESIDENCES 
DISPLACED 
BETWEEN 

BUSINESS 
PARKWAY AND. 
MD ROUTE 450 

R/W AREA 
ADJUSTMENTS 
TO CURRENT 
ALIGNMENT 

WETLAND 
IMPACT (WITHIN 
RIGHT OF WAY) 

ESTIMATED 
COST 

INCREASE 

1. CURRENT 
ALIGNMENT 1.26 

NORTHERN SHIFT 
FOR COMPLETE 
WETLAND AVOID- 
ANCE + 1.79 Ac. 0.0 S 467,400 

SOUTHERN SHIFT 
FOR COMPLETE 
WETLAND AVOID- 
ANCE + 0.62 Ac. 0.0 5 397,200 

NORTHERN SHIFT 
FOR PARTIAL 
WETLAND AVOID- 
ANCE 2 + 0.54 Ac. 0.80 acre   $ 212,400 

SOUTHERN SHIFT 
FOR PARTIAL 
WETLAND AVOID- 
ANCE + 0.11 Ac. 0.92 acre   5 186,600 
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reconstruction of the MD 450/MD 193 intersection (requires only 
widening and resurfacing with the current alignment) at an 
estimated additional cost of $ 0.9 million. The shift would 
result in a 2500' long tangent being replaced by a series of 
curves separated by a short tangent for the western approach 
to the intersection. Approximately 0.62 acre of right-of- 
way, beyond what is required for the basic alignment, would 
be required at a cost of $ 37,200. The total additional cost 
of a southern shift to avoid W-7d would be approximately $ 0.94 
million. 

Retaining the basic alignment, W-7d could be avoided 
using a 110 S.Y. retaining wall (essentially a large headwall 
at the existing storm drain outfall) at a cost of approximately 
$ 51,500. 

A northern alignment shift would not be beneficial for 
the wetland given that the wetland runs perpendicularly from 
the storm drain outfall north of MD 450. 

WETLAND W-7a and W-7b (See Figure 14) 

These wetland areas are located on opposite sides of MD 
450, just east of MD 193. W-7a (0.09 ac.) consists of a 
otormwater management pond adjacent to Frank's Garden Center. 
W-7b (0.09 ac.) includes the outfall channel for the pond. 

The current alignment splits the two wetlands, nearly 
balancing the impacts. No alignment shift could reduce impacts 
to one area without increasing impacts to the other. 

A bridge or bottomless culvert to replace the existing 
culvert under MD 450 and avoid impacts to either wetland would 
have a deck area of 16,500 SF and an approximate additional 
cost of $ 1.8 million. 

WETLAND W-7 (See Figure 14) 

W-7 exists in three pieces, the smallest of which is near 
the centerline of the proposed alignment, approximately 1500' 
east of MD 193; the other two pieces are to the east along the 
proposed north roadway edge. 

A southern alignment shift to avoid W-7 would require 
1.37 acres of additional residential right-of-way and 0.30 acre 
of additional commercial right-of-way at a cost of 
approximately $ 213,000. The shift would result in an awkward 
alignment with several broken back curves (two curves in the 
same direction, separated by a short tangent — considered 
undesirable asthetically and geometrically by AASHTO) just east 
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of the MD 450/MD 193 intersection unless the alignment intruded 
more into the Fai-rwood Turf Farm property, increasing R/W costs 
incrementally for each measure of improved geometries soucht 
along with the avoidance of this 0.05 acre wetland. The 
property required from Frank's Garden Center with this shift 
would eliminate 5-10 parking spaces and some open-air retail 
space. 

A northern shift to avoid W-7 would require approximately 
5.0 acres of additional residential right-of-way. However, 
a savings of 1.47 acres of commercial right-of-way would result 
in a net right-of-way savings of $ 337,000. Approximately 500' 
of Existing MD 450 that would be widened and resurfaced with 
the current alignment would need to be completely reconstructed 
with the shifted alignment at an additional cost of approx- 
imately $ 470,000. The northern shift would result in an 
intersection skew of approximately 60° at MD 450 intersections 
with MD 193 and Bell Station Road, which is the minimum 
acceptable by AASHTO criteria. The operating characteristics 
of an intersection worsen in proportion to the intersection's 
departure from 90°. Considering the large traffic volumes at 
these intersections, especially at MD 193, this is not 
considered to be a practicable alternative. 

WETLAHD W-9 (See Figure 17, 18) 

W-9 is composed of three separate areas. The first runs 
along the Collington Branch floodplain, crossing nearly 
perpendicular to the relocated portion of the alignment, 
approximately 1200' west of the Conrail Railroad. Since this 
portion of W-9 extends a substantial distance to the north and 
south of the alignment, an alignment shift would not reduce 
impacts. A bridge with 110' span length would completely span 
this portion of W-9, avoiding 0.19 acre of impact, at a cost 
$1.1 million + higher than a box culvert to meet hydraulic 
requirements. 

The second portion of W-9 is located just east of the 
Conrail Railroad at the proposed centerline of Relocated MD 
450. This wetland lies adjacent to a highly developed 
residential and commercial area. A northern shift to avoid 
0.50 acre of wetland impact would require displacement of 
approximately 17 residences at an additional cost of $ 1.80 
million. This shift would also result in an undesirable 
alignment with a series of reversing 6° curves separated by a 
short tangent just west of the MD 197 intersection. A southern 
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shift would result in impacts to the third portion of W-9, 
which lies just north of Existing MD 45C, and result in 
displacement of the Bowie Office Condos and a bank. A bridge 
with cantilever abutments and a length 90' beyond what is 
proposed, which is the minimum that is needed to span the 
railroad, would span this portion of W-9 at an additional cost 
of $1.90 million. 

The third portion of W-9 is not affected by the Selected 
Alternate. 

A Section 404 Permit (COE) and Non-tidal Wetlands Permit (DNR) 
will be required for all wetland impacts. Mitigation will be served 
by wetland replacement, or enhancement in accordance with the Section 
404 (b)(1) guidelines within the Patuxent River Watershed, possibly 
supplemented by other measures to improve water quality such as 
providing more infiltration than would otherwise be required or 
providing stormwater management retrofits. A suitable wetland 
mitigation plan will be developed during the project's final design 
phase and will be coordinated with appropriate permitting and 
resource agencies. The first preference for mitigation is on-site 

] replacement, within the corridor, followed by off-site replacement 
within the watershed. Five on-site locations have been identified 
as being potential replacement sites for the 3.12 acres of wooded 
wetlands and 4.19 acres of non-wooded wetlands impacted by the 
project.  The locations are described as follows: 

Site 1: South of MD 450, east of-Forbes Blvd. and west of 
Tindel Street. 

Site 2: South of MD 450, east of Atwell Avenue and west 
of Silvergate Lane. 

Site 3: South of MD 450, east of MD 193 and west of Church 
Road. 

Site 4: North of MD 450, west of MD 197 at the end of 
Gallant Fox Lane. 

Site 5: North of MD 450, west of MD 3, between the existing 
MD 3/MD 450 intersection and the proposed 
interchange. 

Agency comments voiced at the Interagency Review Meeting, held 
on July 15, 1987, discouraged the use of wetlands for stormwater 
management facilities, and requested that infiltration be studied. 
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Wetland Finding 

Pursuant to E.O. 11990, efforts were made to avoid or minimize 
harm to wetlands in the project corridor. As discussed, it has been 
determined that there is no practicable alternative to the proposed 
construction in wetlands and that the proposed action includes all 
practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands which may result 
from such use. 

5)    Wildlife, Habitat and Aquatic Ecology 

Adverse effects on wildlife attributable to the project 
alignment will be minimal since most of the route follows an 
existing, predominantly urban roadway. 

The project will have no effect on federal or state 
listed threatened or endangered species. 

Approximately 38.5 acres of woodlands and 2.0 acres of 
Old Field would be impacted within the project right of way. 
Table 9 summarizes locations, classifications, dominant species 
and impacted acreages of contiguous woodlands of one acre or 
more. Mitigation of terrestrial habitat losses will be 
consistent with reforestation legislation and procedures in 
effect at the time of construction. 

( 
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Woodland 
Number 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Location 

E. of Fontana Dr. 

Prime Cable Co. 

MD 450/704 

TABLE 9 

WOODLAND IMPACTS 

Classification ** 

Type 42 

Type 42 

Type 60 
Type 52 

E. of Glenn Dale 

W. of MD 193 

E. of MD 193 

W. of MD 197 

Whitemarsh Park 
Vicinity 

N. of Sacred Heart 
Church 

Type 77 

Type 77 

Type 77 

Type 77 

Type 50 

Type 42 

op 

Dominant Impacted 
Species Acreace 

Va. Pines 1.00* 
Locusts 

. .- —- 

Va. Pines 1.68 
Oak 
Gums 

Maples 7.72 
Gums 
Poplars | ' 
Oaks 

Oaks 1.95 
Poplars 
Maples 

Poplars 1.36 

Poplars 2.50 

Poplars 12.4 

Oaks 6.39 
Poplars 

Va. Pine 3.50 
Locust 
Birch 

TOTAL AREA 38.5  Acres 

Much of this area has been cleared for expansion of the 
Enterprise Shopping Center 

Classifications are as follows: 

Type 42 - Virginia pine. Associates include black oak, 
scarlet oak, white oak, chestnut oak, post oak, blackjack 
oak, black gum, and hickories. This association occupies 
dry sites and old fields. This pioneer community is 
usually succeeded by oaks. 

Type 50 - White oak. Associates include black oak, 
yellow poplar, hickories. This is a climax community 
usually occurring on well drained, loamy soils. 
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Classifications (cont.) 

Type 52 - Red Oak (predominant). Chief associates 
include white oak, scarlet oak, black oak, chestnut oak, 
and yellow poplar. This is a climax community occurring 
in well drained uplands. 

Type 60 - Bottomland Hardwoods. Silver maple and 
American elm predominate. Silver maple is the indicator 
species. Chief associates include red maple, slippery 
elm, cottonwood, white and green ash. This forest type 
occurs on the silty soils of floodplains in the study 
area. This is a sub-climax type, usually succeeded by 
other hardwoods as the area drainage matures. 

Type 77 - Red Gum - Yellow Poplar. Associates include 
red maple, white ash, and other moist site hardwoods. 
This forest type occupies moist sites exclusive of swampy 
areas. This forest type may be climax on less well 
drainage areas. 

Given the number of habitats in the region that exist 
outside the project corridor, it is unlikely that vegetative 
diversity will be measurably diminished. It is more likely 
that a shift in the relative abundance of those species that 
are already present will take place. 

Ground cover, shrub, and tree species common to managed 
rights-of-way can be expected to replace many existing plants 
in the project corridor. Vegetation lost will be partially 
replaced through landscaping of the rights-of-way. 

State regulations require that the cutting or clearing 
of trees be minimized on State construction projects. All 
impacted forest land areas of one acre or greater must be 
replaced on an acre for acre basis. The first priority for 
replacement will be within the limits of the project. If the 
required area is . not available within the limits of the 
project, other lands owned by the State Highway Administration 
that may be,suitable and available for reforestation will be 
identified by the SHA Landscape Architecture Division and DNR's 
Regional or Project Forester during the final design phase. 

Based on a preliminary analysis, it appears that the only 
State-owned land within the project limits which would be 
available for reforestation is the non-wetland portion of the 
23 acre parcel at the southwest quadrant of the MD 450/Electric 
Terrace intersection and the existing right-of-way area 
equaling approximately 7.0 acres between MD 193 and Highbridge 
Road which would remain following the slight southern 
relocation planned for this area. 
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e.    Noise Impacts 

1)   Noise Summary 

a)   Noise Abatement Criteria 

In accordance with 23 CFR 772 (Procedures for Abatement 
of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise), this project 
was analyzed for noise impacts. Noise mitigation is considered 
when the Federal Highway Administration Noise Abatement 
Criteria is approached or exceeded or when predicted noise 
levels substantially exceed existing noise levels. In 
Maryland, substantial means noise increases by 10 dBA or more 
over existing levels. The Noise Abatement Criteria for 
residential areas is 67 dBA, Leg. 

The following items were considered in determining 
potential noise impacts: 

Identification of existing land use. 

Existing noise levels. 

Prediction of future design year noise levels. 

Potential traffic increases. 

Noise abatement (mitigation) measures (in general, noise 
barriers) are considered to minimize impacts. Consideration 
is based on the size of the impacted area (number of residences 
or other noise sensitive resources, spatial distribution of 
these, etc.), the predominant activities carried on within the 
area, the visual impact of the abatement measure, practicality 
of construction, feasibility, and reasonableness. 

The factors that were considered when determining whether 
mitigation would be considered reasonable and feasible are: 

Whether a feasible method is available to reduce 
the noise. 

Whether the noise mitigation is cost-effective for 
those receptors that are impacted - approximately 
$40,000 or less per impacted residence. 

Whether the mitigation is acceptable to impacted 
property owners. 

111-54 



4 
An effective barrier should, in general, extend in both 

directions to four times the distance between receiver and 
roadway (source). In addition, an effective barrier should 
provide a 7 - 10 dBA reduction in the noise level as a 
preliminary design goal. However, any impacted noise receptor 
which will receive a 5 dBA reduction is considered when 
determining the cost effectiveness of a barrier. 

Cost effectiveness is determined by dividing the total 
number of impacted sensitive sites in a specified noise 
sensitive area, that will receive at least a 5 dBA reduction 
of noise levels, into the total costs of the noise mitigation. 
For the purpose of comparison, a total cost of §16 per square 
foot is assumed estimate total barrier costs. This cost figure 
is based upon current costs experienced by SHA and includes 
the cost of panels, footing, drainage, landscaping, and 
overhead for Type I (major highway construction or 
reconstruction) projects. SHA has established approximately 
$40,000 per residence protected as being the maximum cost for 
a barrier to be considered reasonable. 

b) Description of Noise Sensitive Areas 

Various locations throughout the study area were selected 
to be analyzed as sensitive receptors. Receptors were selected 
that would be representative of the effects on the communities 
adjacent to the roadway. 

The Noise Sensitive Areas (NSA's) were determined by 
analyzing the geometries of the proposed improvements to 
determine the worst case combination of traffic volumes, 
proximity of the roadways to the receptors and travel speeds. 
These NSA's are listed in Table 10 and shown on the Selected 
Alternate Mapping. (See also Figure 23, Air Receptor Locations 
and Noise Sensitive Areas). 

c) Ambient Noise Levels 

A field measurement program to establish ambient noise 
levels and traffic volumes was conducted in September 1987 
using the latest method of environmental noise analysis. 
Monitoring sessions were performed in accordance with the 
procedures outlined in Fundamentals and Abatement of Highway 
Traffic Noise by Bolt, Beranek and Newman, Inc., using ANSI 
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TABLE 10 

NOISE ABATEMENT CRITERIA 
AND LAND USE RELATIONSHIPS 

(SPECIFIED IN 23CFR772) 

# 

LAND USE 
CATEGORY 

DESIGN NOISE 
LEVEL - Leg 

DESCRIPTION OF 
LAND USE CATEGORY 

57 dBA Tracts of land in which serenity and 
(exterior) quiet are of extraordinary significance 

and preservation of those qualities 
is essential if the area is to continue 
its intended purpose. Such areas could 
include amphitheaters, particular 
parks, or open spaces which are 
dedicated or recognized by appropriate 
local officials for activities 
requiring special qualities of serenity 
and quiet. 

67 dBA       Residences, motels, hotels, public 
(exterior)      meeting (exterior) rooms, schools, 

churches, libraries, hospitals, picnic 
areas, playgrounds, active sports areas 
and parks. 

72 dBA        Developed lands, properties or 
(exterior)      activities not included in categories 

A or B above. 

None 
Prescribed 

Land which is undeveloped on the date 
of public knowledge of the project, 
and on which no known future 
development is planned. 

52 dBA        Residences, motels, hotels, public 
(interior)      meeting rooms,  schools,  churches, 

libraries, hospitals and auditoriums. 
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Type 2 sound level meter model 386 manufactured by Simpson 
Electric Co. In an-acoustical analysis, measurement of ambient 
noise levels is intended to establish the basis for impact 
analysis. The ambient noise levels as recorded represent a 
generalized view of present noise levels. 

The results of the ambient monitoring program are shown 
in Table 11. 

d) Prediction Methods 

The method used to predict the future noise levels was 
developed by the Federal Highway Administration of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. The computer model derived from 
this method, STAMINA 2.0, utilizes an experimentally and 
statistically determined reference sound level for each of the 
three classes of vehicles (autos, medium duty trucks and heavy 
duty trucks) and applies a series of adjustments to each 
reference level to arrive at the predicted sound level. The 
adjustments include: 1) traffic flow corrections, taking into 
account number of vehicles and average vehicle speed; 2) 
distance adjustments comparing a reference distance and actual 
distance between receiver and roadway; and 3) adjustments for 
ground softness and for various types of physical barriers that 
would reduce noise transmission from source (roadway) to 
receiver. 

Noise level projections were performed by using the 
computer adaptation of the FHWA model, STAMINA 2.0/OPTIMA. 
Data from the field measurement program were used in the 
calibration of the model. Traffic volumes measured in the 
field along with existing geographic and roadway alignment data 
served as input to the model. Predicted noise levels were 
compared with the ambient noise measurements and any 
substantial differences were resolved. The input was then 
adjusted to reflect all planned or foreseeable changes in the 
roadway alignment, traffic volumes and geographic conditions 
for each of the alternates, and projected noise levels were 
obtained. 

e) Summary of Traffic Parameters 

Traffic information for this analysis was prepared by 
the Maryland State Highway Administration for the Design Year 
(2015). 

The Design Hour Volumes (DHV's) were used in this study 
since they produced the highest noise levels, representing the 
worst case conditions. 
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TABLE 11 

AIR SENSITIVE RECEPTORS, NOISE SENSITIVE AREAS AND AMBIENT NOISE LEVELS 

RECEPTOR # LOCATION 

1 Sacred Heart Church Rectory 
2 Sacred Heart Church 
3 Cornerstone Assembly of God 
4 MNCPPC Archer Tract Park 
5 15310 Millstream Drive 
6 12411 Sussex Lane 
7 12315 Tilbury Lane 
8 Nevay Sholom Synagogue 
9 5200 Moylan Drive 

10 3044 Twisting Lane 
11 12007 Twin Cedar Lane 
12 3336 Memphis Lane 
13 11919 Galaxy Lane 
14 3101 Twin Cedar Lane 
15 3009 Twisting Lane 
16 6101 Gallery Street 
17 Model at Red Willow 
18 R/W at Westwood 
19 12602 Sir Walter Drive 
20 R/W at Fairwood Turf Farm 
21 1709 Annapolis Road 
22 Vacation Boarding Kennels 
23 11900 Annapolis Road 
24 10910 Annapolis Road 
25 4620 M.L.K. Jr. Highway 
26 4915 Lottsford Vista Road 
27 5001 Baltimore Lane 
28 St. Matthais Church 
29 9342 Annapolis Road 
30 9220 Annapolis Road 
31 5706 Westgate Road 
32 R/W City of Bowie Parkland 
33 Bowie H.S. Tennis Courts 
34 3134 Belair Drive 
35 9626 Annapolis Road 

DISTANCE FEET FROM THE 
CENTERLINE OF MD 450* 

500 R 
290 R 
210 L 
127 L 
100 L 
280 R 
175 R 
200 R 
100 L 
110 R 
92 R 
97 L 

106 L 

173 L 
137 L 
117 R 
104 L 
128 R 
128 R 
164 R 
108 L 
107 L 
795 R 
100 R 
120 L 
157 R 
113 L 
84 L 
97 R 

165 L 
108 L 
109 R 
71 L 

AMBIENT 
DESCRIPTION LEVEL (dBA) 

Church 53 
Church 59 
Church 59 
Park 60 
Residence 64 
Residence 60 
Residence 58 
Church 60 
Residence 63 
Residence 60 
Residence 52 
Residence 51 
Residence 52 
Residence 62 
Residence 55 
Residence 61 
Residence 61 
Residence 57^ 
Residence 

^ 
Business 63* 
Residence 61 
Business 58 
Business 68 
Residence 69 
Residence 65 
Residence 57 
Residence 65 
Church 58 
Residence 65 
Residence 70 
Residence 62 
Park — 
School 59 
Residence 64 
Residence 66 

^R = Right of Centerline, looking towards higher stationing. 
L = Left of Centerline, looking towards higher stationing. 
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f) Results of Analysis 

The predicted traffic noise levels were analyzed for the 
design year 2015 with the No-Build and Selected Alternate. 
Table 12 summarizes the results of this study. 

Under the No-Build Alternate, five of the NSA's approach 
or exceed the Noise Abatement Criteria. 

Under the Selected Alternate 12 of the NSA's approach 
or exceed the Noise Abatement Criteria. Three of the NSA's 
exceed the 10 dBA difference criterion. 

g) Noise Impact Assessment 

General 

The determination of environmental noise impact is based 
on the relationship between the predicted noise levels, the . 
established noise abatement criteria and the ambient noise 
levels in the project area.  The applicable standard is  67 
dBA Leq for residential areas, schools, parks, etc. 

The factors that were considered when determining whether 
mitigation needed to be evaluated are: 

Whether Federal Highway Administration Noise Abatement 
Criteria are approached or exceeded - 67 dBA for 
residential areas; 

Whether a substantial' (10 dBA or more) increase over 
Ambient Level would occur; 

The factors that were considered when determining whether 
mitigation would be considered reasonable and feasible are: 

Whether a feasible method is available to reduce the 
noise; 

Whether the noise mitigation is cost effective 
(approximately $40,000 per residence) for those receptors 
that are impacted and will result in at least a 5 dBA 
reduction in noise levels; 

Whether the mitigation is acceptable to affected property 
owners. 
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TABLE 12 

Leq NOISE LEVELS (dBA) 
NO-BOILD AND SELECTED ALTERNATES 

APPROACH 
OR EXCEEDS 

PROJECTED PROJECTED NOISE 
AMBIENT NO-BUILD BUILD ABATEMENT 10 dBA 

NSA NOISE LEVEL NOISE LEVEL NOISE LEVEL CRITERIA DIFFERENCE 
NO. 1987 2015 2015 NO-BUILD SEL. ALT. (SELECTED ALT. ) 

1 53 58 54 
2 59 62 59 
3 59 61 62 
4 60 61 58 
5 64 68 63 * 

.  6 60 59 60 
7 58 63 63 
8 60 61 61 
9 63 63 66 * 

10 60 60 65 
11 52 52 64 * 
12 51 51 66 * * 
13 52 52 69 * • 
14 62 58 59 m 
15 55 56 57 v 

i- 1 fi 61 62 63 
17 61 63 64 
18 57 62 62 
19 65 65 65 
20 63 64 64 
21 61 58 65 
22 58 53 62 
23 68 65 70 * 
24 69 67 66 *         * 
25 65 64 64 
26 57 56 61 
27 65 64 68 * 
28 58 59 66 * 
29 65 63 66 * 
30 70 67 71 *         * 

%      31 62 61 69 * 
£  32 — 65 65 

33 59 67 65 * 
34 64 66 66 *         * 
35 66 65 71 * 
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No-Build Alternate 

Thirty-five Noise Sensitive Areas (NSA) are associated 
with the No-Build Alternate. Traffic noise levels at Noise 
Sensitive Areas (NSA) 5, 24, 30, 33 and 34 would approach or 
exceed the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA. Projected 
traffic noise levels at NSA 6, 14, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
29, 30 and 35 are shown 1-3 dBA less than the ambient. This 
is primarily due to model calibration to remove extraneous non- 
traffic noise and, in accordance with State Highway 
Administration guidelines, a difference of 3 dBA is not 
considered significant. Noise barriers are not considered for 
the No-Build. 

Selected Alternate 

The NSA's considered for the No-Build Alternate are also 
associated with the Selected Alternate. Consistent with the 
number of lanes proposed at the various receptors, noise 
analysis results are based on four lanes at NSA's 1-10, 27- 
31 and 33-35, and six lanes at NSA's 11-26 and 32. As 
indicated in Table 12, traffic noise levels at Noise Sensitive 
Areas (NSA's 9, 12, 13, 23, 24, 27-31, 34 and 35 approach or 
exceed the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA. Projected 
noise levels at NSA's 11, 12 and 13 exceed ambient levels by 
10 dBA or more. 

h)   Mitigation Measures (Selected Alternate) 

As explained above, mitigation measures were investigated 
where the increase in noise levels was 10 dBA or greater or 
where the projected noise levels approached or exceeded the 
Noise Abatement Criteria. The results of these site 
investigations-are shown in Table 13 and described in detail 
below. 

Several types of noise barriers including reflective 
(walls) or absorptive (berms) can be used to reduce noise 
levels at sensitive receptors. Berms can be effective and 
practical where right of way is not restricted and development 
is set back a considerable distance. Along MD 450, the noise 
sensitive areas generally consist of residences and businesses 
located close to the right of way. This development makes it 
difficult to aicguire sufficient amounts of property for buffer 
areas. Therefore, only reflective type noise walls have been 
analyzed in this study. 
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NSA 

9 

11 

12 

13 

23 

24 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

34 

35 

AMBIENT 
LEVEL 

63 

52 

51 

52 

68 

69 

65 

58 

65 

70 

62 

64 

66 

Leq W/0 
BARRIER 

66 

64 

66 

69 

70 

66 

68 

66 

67 

70 

68 

66 

70 

Leq W/ 
BARRIER 

57 

55 

57 

59 

56 

58 

58 

62 

65 

59 

56 

60 

TABLE 13 

SUMMARY OF NOISE IMPACT ANALYSIS 
MD 450 SELECTED ALTERNATE 

dBA 

9 

9 

9 

10 

BARRIER   AVG. BARRIER 
ATTENUATION   LENGTH LENGTH HEIGHT 

200 17 

1170 15 

1665 11 

655 21 

10 1065 16 

10 700 14 

8 1135 19 

5 385 21 

5 610 21' 

9 1255 15 

10 535 13 

10 960 20 

TOTAL COST   NO. RES.   COST PER 
@ S16/SF   BENEFITTED  RESIDENCE 

$ 54,400 1 $ 54,400 

280,800 11 25,527 

293,040 14 20,931 

220,080 4 55,020 

272,640 2 136,320 

156,800 3 52,266 

345,040 5 69,008 

129,360 3 43,120 

204,960 8 25,620 

301,200 12 25,100 

111,280 3 37,093 

307,200 3 102,400 

BARRIER NOT EFFECTIVE DUE TO REQUIRED OPENINGS - ONLY 5 dBA DECREASE ATTAINABLE 
BARRIER NOT EFFECTIVE DUE TO REQUIRED OPENINGS - ONLY 4 dBA DECREASE ATTAINABLE 
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Table 13 summarizes the noise analysis including the 

abatement measures studied. Below is a description of the 
specific sites analyzed for barriers and the noise reduction 
obtained. Detailed analysis of the barriers to be considered 
further will be performed during the final design phase of the 
project. 

An effective barrier should, in general, extend in both 
directions four times the distance between receiver and roadway 
(source). In addition, an effective barrier should provide 
a 7-10 dBA reduction in the noise level, as a preliminary 
design goal. For the purpose of comparison an assumed cost 
of $16.00 per square foot is used to estimate total barrier 
cost. At locations where noise barriers were considered, 
barrier heights were studied up to a maximum of 28 feet. The 
barrier height at which a 10 dBA reduction was achieved was 
considered the effective height. If a 10 dBA reduction could 
not be achieved at the maximum 28-foot barrier height, then 
the effect of the 28-foot barrier was addressed. Or, if 
analysis showed that continued height increase beyond a certain 
point did not increase effectiveness (e.g. NSA's 29 and 30), 
no greater height barrier was evaluated. 

i)  Noise Abatement Considerations at Specific Receptors (Selected 
Alternate) 

NSA 9 - 5200 Moylan Drive - Residence 

NSA 9 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 66 dBA 
(3 dBA above projected No-Build). To reduce noise level by 
9 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 200 feet and an average 
height of 17 feet would be required at an estimated cost of 
$ 54,400. Only one residence is benefitted. This barrier is 
not considered reasonable due to excessive cost to protect one 
residence. 

NSA 11 - 12007 Twin Cedar Lane - Residence 

NSA 11 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 64 
dBA (12 dBA above projected No-Build). To reduce the noise 
level by 9 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 1170 feet and 
an average height of 15 feet is required at an estimated cost 
of $ 280,800 or $ 25,527 per residence for the eleven 
residences benefitted. This barrier is reasonable and feasible 
and will be evaluated further in final design. 
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NSA 12 - 3336 Memphis Lane - Residence 

NSA 12 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 65 
dBA (15 dBA over projected No-Build). To reduce the noise 
level by 9 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 1665 feet and 
an average height of 11 feet would be required at an estimated 
cost of $293,040 or $20,931 per residence for the fourteen 
residences benefitted. This barrier is reasonable and feasible 
and will be evaluated further in final design. 

NSA 13 - 11919 Galaxy Lane - Residence 

NSA 13 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 69 
dBA (17 dBA over projected Nb-Build). To reduce the noise 
level by 10 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 655 feet and 
an average height of 21 feet would be required at an estimated 
cost of $220,080 or $55,020 per residence benefitted. This 
barrier is not considered reasonable due to excessive cost to 
protect four residences. 

NSA 23 - 11900 Annapolis Road - Business 

NSA 23 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 70 
dBA (5 dBA over No-Build). This is the location of a vacant 
business and therefore was not considered for mitigation. 

NSA 24 - 10910 Annapolis Road - Residence 

NSA 24 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 66 
dBA (1 dBA below projected No-Build). To reduce the noise 
level by 10 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 1065 feet 
and an average height of 16 feet is required at an estimated 
cost of $272,640 or $136,320 per residence for the two 
residences benefitted. This barrier is not considered 
reasonable due to excessive cost. 

NSA 27 - 5001 Baltimore Lane - Residence 

NSA 27 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 68 
dBA (4 dBA over projected No-Build). To reduce the noise level 
by 10 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 700 feet and an 
average height of 14 feet would be required at an estimated 
cost of $156,800, or $52,266 per residence for the three 
residences benefitted. To reduce noise level by 9 dBA, a 
barrier with a total length of 330 feet with an average height 
of 15 feet would be required at an estimated cost of $79,200 
for the one residence benefitted. This barrier is not 
considered reasonable due to excessive cost. 
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NSA 28 - St. Mathias Church - Church 

NSA 28 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 66 
dBA (7 dBA over projected No-Build) . To reduce the noise level 
by 8 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 1135 feet and an 
average height of 19 feet would be required at an estimated 
cost of $345,040. Because a church is considered the 
equivalent of 5 residences, the cost per residence would be 
$69,008. This barrier is not considered reasonable, again 
due to excessive cost. 

NSA 29 - 9342 Annapolis Road - Residence 

NSA 29 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 67 
dBA (4 dBA over projected No-Build). To reduce the noise level 
by 5 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 385 feet and an 
average height of 21 feet would be required at an estimated 
cost of $129,360, or $43,120 per residence for the three 
residences benefitted. The barrier is ineffective at reducing 
levels more than 5 dBA because of openings required for 
residential entrances. This barrier is not considered 
reasonable and feasible for these reasons. 

NSA 30 - 9220 Annapolis Road - Residence 

NSA 30 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 70 
dBA (3 dBA over projected No-Build). To reduce the noise level 
by 5 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 610 feet and an 
average height of 21 feet would be required at an estimated 
cost' of $204,960 or $25,620 per residence for the eight 
residences benefitted. This barrier is not considered 
reasonable since the primary design goal of the barrier, to 
achieve a 7 to 10 dBA noise level reduction, is not attainable 
due to openings for entrances. 

NSA 31 - 5706 Westgate Road - Residence 

NSA 31 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 68 
dBA (7 dBA over projected No-Build).. To reduce the noise level 
by 9 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 1255 feet and an 
average height of 15 feet would be required at an estimated 
cost of $301,200, or $37,093 per residence for the twelve 
residences benefitted. This barrier is reasonable and feasible 
and will be evaluated further in final design. 
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NSA 34 - 3134 Belair Drive - Residence 

NSA 34 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 66 
dBA (the same as projected No-Build). To reduce the noise 
level by 10 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 535 feet and 
an average height of 13 feet would be required at an estimated 
cost of $111,280, or $37,093 per residence for the three 
residences benefitted. This barrier is reasonable and feasible 
and will be evaluated further in final design. 

NSA 35 - 9626 Annapolis Road - Residence 

NSA 35 has a projected 2015 traffic noise level of 70 
dBA (5 dBA over projected No-Build). To reduce the noise level 
by 10 dBA, a barrier with a total length of 960 feet with an 
average height of 20 feet would be required at an estimated 
cost of $307,200, or $102,400 per residence for the three 
residences benefitted. This barrier is not considered 
reasonable due to excessive cost. 

j)   Conclusions 

The cost per residence of providing noise barriers along 
MD 450 at the locations discussed ranges from $20,931 to 
$136,320. Since the cost per residence to provide effective 
barriers is below $40,000 at NSA's 11, 12, 31 and 34, barriers 
will be evaluated further at these locations during final 
design. Privacy screening will be investigated during final 
design throughout the project. As a result of coordination 
efforts with the City of Bowie, SHA has committed to providing 
privacy screening along the retaining wall on the north side 
of MD 450 between the Conrail Railroad and MD 197 to shield 
area residences from headlight glare that may result from 
vehicles travelling on this elevated portion of roadway. 

In addition to noise walls, other abatement measures were 
considered as outlined in 23 CFR 772.  These include: 

Traffic Management Measures (e.g. traffic control 
devices and signing for prohibition of certain 
vehicles [heavy trucks], time use restrictions for 
certain types of vehicles, modified speed limits 
and exclusion lane designations). It is not 
possible to restrict or prohibit heavy trucks from 
this type of facility. It would not be appropriate 
to limit trucks from a facility serving regional 
travel. 

111-66 



^0 

Alterations of Horizontal and Vertical Alignment - 
These will be investigated further during the final 
design phase. However, it is not expected that 
any alignment shifts can be made that will have 
an appreciable effect on noise levels. 

Acquisition of Real Property or Property Rights 
to Establish Buffer Zones or Install Earth Berms - 
Existing farm operations and residential 
development immediately adjacent to the roadway 
makes it infeasible to acquire sufficient amounts 
of property for buffer areas. It is not likely 
that earth berms will be feasible, due to the high 
cost of bringing in earth fill from outside the 
project limits. There is little earthwork 
associated with this project. 

k)   Construction Impacts 

As with any major construction project, areas around the 
construction site are likely to experience varied periods and 
degrees of noise impact. This project will probably employ 
the following pieces of equipment that would likely be sources 
of construction noise: 

Bulldozers and Earth Movers 
Graders 
Front End Loaders 
Dump and Other Diesel Trucks 
Compressors 

Generally, construction activity will occur during normal 
working hours on weekdays. Therefore, noise intrusion from 
construction activities probably will not occur during critical 
sleep or outdoor recreation periods. 

Maintenance of construction equipment will be regular 
and thorough to minimize noise emissions because of 
inefficiently tuned engines, poorly lubricated moving parts, 
poor or ineffective muffling systems, etc. 

f.    Air Quality Analysis 

The air quality analysis indicates that the Selected 
Alternate will not result in any violations of the 1-hour and 
8-hour State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(S/NAAQS) for carbon monoxide (CO) in the estimated year of 
completion (1995) and the design year 2015 (See Table 14) and 
will reduce annual ozone emissions.  In fact, CO levels for 
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the Selected Alternate in 1995 and 2015 remain well below and 
do not approach the 1 hour and 8 hour standards. Therefore, 
a hot spot or intersection analysis was not required given the 
low predicted CO concentrations. There were no problem areas 
where the standards were approached or exceeded. 

The No-Build Alternate results in higher CO 
concentrations than the Selected Alternate in both the 
completion and design years. The only projected instance of 
the CO concentration exceeding the S/NAAQS is at Receptor 29 
in 2015 under the No-Build Alternate. 

The methodology used in the air quality analysis is 
summarized as follows: 

A microscale CO pollution diffusion analysis was 
conducted using the third generation California 
Line Source Disperson Model, CALINE 3. This 
microscale analysis consisted of projections of 
1-hour and 8-hour CO concentrations at sensitive 
receptor sites under worst case meteorlogical 
conditions for the No-Build and Build Alternates 
for the design year (2015) and the estimated year 
of completion (1995). 

In order to calculate the total concentrations of 
CO which occur at a particular receptor site during 
worst case meteorological conditions, the 
background CO concentrations are considered in 
addition to the levels directly attributable to 
the facility under consideration. The background 
concentrations, indicated on Table 14, were derived 
from the application of rollback methodology to 
background grid system CO concentrations calculated 
by the Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments as part of their air quality planning 
efforts. 

The appropriate traffic data were utilized as 
supplied by the Bureau of Highway Statistics of 
the Maryland State Highway Administration in 
December, 1987. 

The composite emission factors used in the analysis 
were derived from the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Mobile Source Emission Factors and 
were calculated using the EPA MOBILE 3 computer 
program. An ambient air temperature of 20oF was 
assumed in calculating the emission factors for 
the 1-hour, and 350F for the 8-hour analysis. 
Credit for a vehicle inspection maintenance (l/M) 
emission control program was included in the 
emission factor calculations. 
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- Average vehicle operating speeds used in 
calculating emissions factors were based on the 
capacity of each roadway link considered, the 
applicable speed limit and external influences on 
speed through the link from immediately adjacent 
links. Average operating speeds ranged from 23 
mph to 50 mph depending upon the roadway portion 
and alternate under consideration- 

Worst case meteorological conditions of 1 
meter/second for wind speed and atmospheric 
stability Class F were assumed for the 1-hour 
calculations. For the 8-hour analysis, a 
combination of 1 meter/second and 2 meters/second 
and Class D and F stability classes was utilized 
as appropriate. In addition worst-case 
temperatures of 20oF and 350F, respectively, were 
assumed. 

The wind directions utilized as part of the 
analysis were rotated to maximize CO concentrations 
at each receptor location. Wind directions varied 
for each receptor and were selected through a 
systematic scan of CO concentrations associated 
with different wind angles. 

Site selections of sensitive receptors were made 
on the basis of proximity to the roadway, type of 
adjacent land use and changes in traffic patterns 
on the roadway network. Thirty-five receptor sites 
were chosen for this analysis. The receptor site 
locations were verified during study area visits 
by the analysis team. The receptor sites are shown 
on Figures 9 through 21 and 23. 

The construction phase of the project has the potential 
of impacting the ambient air quality through such means as 
fugitive dust from grading operations and materials handling. 
The State Highway Administration has addressed this possibility 
by establishing Standard Specifications for Construction and 
Materials, which specifies procedures to be followed by 
contractors involved in State work. 

The Maryland Air Management Administration was consulted 
to determine the adequacy of the Specifications in terms of 
satisfying the requirements of the Regulations Governing the 
Control of Air Pollution in the State of Maryland. The 
Maryland Air Management Administration found that the 
Specifications are consistent with the requirements of these 
regulations. Therefore, during the construction period, all 
appropriate measures (Code of Maryland Regulations 
10.18.06.03D) will be taken to minimize the impact on the air 
quality of the area. 
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This project is located in Prince George's County. 

Prince George's County is in Area IV as designated by the Code 
of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) and is an Air Quality Non- 
Attainment area which has transportation control measures in 
the State Implementation Plan (SIP). This project conforms 
with the SIP since it comes from a conforming Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). A conformity analysis was completed 
and adopted by the Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments in September, 1991. The FHWA made a determination 
of conformity between the TIP and the SIP for attaining air 
quality standards on November 15, 1991. 

Copies of the air quality analyses were provided to the 
EPA and Maryland Air Management Administration. (See letters 
dated January 19, 1989 and May 1, 1989 in the Agency 
Coordination Section.) The Maryland Department of the 
Environment (MDE) Air Management Administration concurred with 
the conclusions in the air quality analyses. The EPA 
recommended that the report state the specific hours of the 
day that were used in the model and that all major 
intersections be modeled. The 1 hour analysis was conducted 
for the 5-6 p.m. period while the 8 hour analysis was for the 
3-11 p.m. period. These periods were selected because they 
result in the highest CO concentrations when considering 
traffic volumes and meteorology. FHWA guidance regarding the 
appropriate level of air quality analyses indicates that 
intersection analyses are not required and the analysis 
conducted for this project is sufficient to address air quality 
issues since no problem areas were identified by the analysis. 

6.   Estimated Costs 

Project Engineering $  6,355,000 
Right-of-Way $ 22,184,000 
Construction S 80,548,000 

Total $109,087,000 
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TABLE 14 

MD 450 
CO CONCSNTRATIOHS AT EACH SITE (PPM) 

(INCLUDES BACKGROUND) 

1995 
REC 
NO. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

NO-; BUILD BUILD 
1-HR 8-HR 1-HR 8-HR 
7.4 4.7 6.5 4.3 
8.1 5.0 6.5 4.3 
9.3 5.6 7.0 4.5 
9.7 5.6 7.5 4.5 

10.6 5.8 8.2 4.7 
7.7 4.5 7.8 4.5 
8.2 4.7 8.3 4.7 
7.5 4.5 . 7.6 4.5 
8.1 4.6 7.8 4.7 
8.8 4.8 9.0 4.8 

10.4 5.4 10.6 5.4 
10.5 5.4 10.6 5.8 
. 9.5 5.2 9.7 5.4 
6.7 4.5 6.7 4.6 
6.6 4.5 6.6 4.5 
7.9 4.6 7.1 4.4 
8.3 4.7 8.2 4.6 
6.6 4.3 6.4 4.3 
7.4 4.4 8.1 4.6 
8.4 4.8 8.7 4.9 

10.5 5.6 8.0 4.7 
9.0 5.0 7.6 4.6 
9.5 5.3 8.3 4.7 

13.1 6.4 7.1 4.6 
10.2 5.5 8.5 4.9 
11.1 5.7 7.9 4.6 
12.9 6.5 8.6 4.7 
10.6 5.6 6.8 4.6 
17.0 7.6 8.1 4.8 
14.4 6.9 7.4 4.8 
11.2 6.0 7.6 4.6 
8.6 4.5 8.7 5.0 
8.1 4.6 7.6 4.7 
9.1 4.8 9.5 4.9 

15.1 7.1. 10.0 5.1 

2015 

NO-BUILD BUILD 
1-HR 8-HR 1-HR 8-HR 
8.3 5.1 7.2 4.4 
9.6 5.6 6.9 4.5 

11.6 6.3 8.0 4.9 
11.8 6.5 8.6 4.7 
9.8 6.8 9.8 5.0 
8.6 4.7 8.7 4.6 
10.2 5.0 10.3 4.9 
9.1 4.8 9.4 4.7 
9.8 5.0 - 9.6 4.9 

11.2 5.3 11.4 5.0 
12.7 5.9 13.0 5.6 
12.7 5.9 12.9 6.0 
11.4 1.7 11.6 5.7 
7.4 4.8 7.4 4.7 
7.1 4.6 7.1 4.6 
8.1 4.7 7.3 4.6 
8.5 4.8 8.2 4.8 
6.6 4.3 6.4 4.4 
7.6 4.5 8.2 4.8 
8.5 4.9 9.0 4.9 

12.9 6.2 8.4 4.8 
10.8 5.5 7.8 4.7 
11.4 5.9 8.5 4.9 
16.5 7.4 7.2 4.6 
12.7 6.2 9.5 5.2 
13.7 2.5 8.2 4.8 
16.2 7.6 10.3 5.1 
12.8 6.4 7.5 4.7 
22.4 9.4 9.7 5.2 
18.6 8.3 8.7 5.1 
13.9 6.9 8.3 5.1 
9.6 5.2 9.1 5.2 

10.8 4.9 11.3 4.8 
10.2 5.2 10.2 5.1 
19.5 8.5 12.2 5.6 

NOTE: Backgrourtd concentrations are derived from the application of rollback 

methodology to background grid system CO concentrations calculated by the 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments. 

1-HOUR 8-HOUR 

'1995 
2015 

5.3 
5.3 

4.0 
4.0 

S/NAAQS: 1-HOUR =35 PPM 
8-HOUR =  9 PPM 
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Summary of Public Involvement 

An Alternates Public Workshop was held on June 2, 1987 in Bowie to 
acquaint citizens with the project. Comments were received mainly from 
Bowie residents concerned over noise, community disruption and the 
magnitude of improvement proposed. 

The Location/Design Public Hearing was held on February 2, 1989 at 
Bowie High School. Approximately 250 people attended the hearing and 17 
individuals made statements to the audience following the presentation by 
SHA officials. An additional five people provided comments to a court 
reporter stationed in a separate room. Section V.: Public Hearing Comments 
contains a summary of each speaker's comments and written responses. 

Throughout the project planning studies, SHA has coordinated with 
various organizations throughout the project area. A summary of the 
organizations met with and the concerns of these groups is as follows: 

On October 6, 1987, SHA met on-site with representatives of the 
Cornerstone Assembly of God, located just east of Race Track Road. The 
five Assembly of God representatives present were concerned about access 
to the property, particularly for left-turning vehicles, and if planned 
site improvements will conflict with proposed roadway improvements. 

A field meeting with business owners in Bowie was held on October 
7, 1987. Representatives from approximately 20 businesses, the City of 
Bowie and the Bowie Chamber of Commerce discussed access issues. One of 
the results of this meeting, following some additional coordination, was 
the determination of median cross-over locations. 

The Bowie Chamber of Commerce met with SHA on November 4, 1987 and 
December 21, 1988. Access and visability for Bowie business 
establishments, particularly west of the Conrail Railroad, were the primary 
concerns. These meetings resulted in resolution of the design for 
connecting Existing MD 450 to Relocated MD 450 between Highbridge Road and 
the Conrail Railroad. 

A series of community meetings (two in the spring of 1988 and two 
in the spring of 1989) were held on-site for residents living in the 
vicinity of Moylan/Trinity Drives and Belair Drive. A total of 
approximately 30 citizens were in attendance. Noise impacts, community 
disruption, pedestrian safety and traffic growth in the corridor were 
primary concerns. 

Two meetings were held with Community Associations concerned with 
access impacts at Baltimore Lane. The first meeting on January 19, 1989 
was with approximately 45 members of the Lincoln-Vista Civic Association, 
and the second meeting was with approximately 20 members of the Glenwood 
Park Civic Association. 
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A community meeting was held at Thomas Johnson Middle School in 

Lanham on May 3, 1988. Approximately 50-75 citizens of the Lanham, 
Seabrook and Glenn Dale communities attended with concerns about the number 
of lanes proposed, cross-over spacing, drainage and inconveniences 
resulting from a divided highway. 

A series of four workshops with the Bowie City Council, two of which 
were public, was held between July 20, 1987 and July 11, 1990. These 
meetings were used to address many issues including typical section, number 
of lanes, residential impacts, landscaping, noise and pedestrian safety. 

D.    POSITIONS TAKEN 

1. Bleoted Officials 

The Bowie City Council has been involved in the development 
and evaluation of alternates for the improvement of MD 450 since 
project inception. Following the Location/Design Public Hearing in 
February, 1989, the Council submitted to SHA a 16-point letter 
stating its position. 

The Council basically favored a 4-lane divided improvement with 
a median width of 12'-16', a bicycle trail on one side of the road 
and a sidewalk on the other. (See Correspondence Section). 
Subsequent to the hearing, several coordination meetings were held 
with SHA and the City Council; issue-by-issue discussions resulted 
in SHA and City concurrence on the Selected Alternate. 

Senator Leo E. Green of the 23rd Legislative District was the 
only other elected official with input into the project planning 
study. Senator Green submitted several letter's to SHA, basically 
on behalf of Bowie constituents who were concerned with proposed 
noise impacts. 

2. Citizens and Community Associationa 

The majority of comments submitted by local residents were 
generated by residents in the Bowie area of the project. These 
comments generally included opposition to MD 450 ever becoming six 
lanes, support for noise barriers, and safe accommodation of 
pedestrians, particularly school children. Various commercial 
establishments were concerned with accessibility impacts following 
construction of a divided highway. The Bowie Chamber of Commerce 
supported the 6-Lane Divided Alternate. 

Community associations providing input for the project included 
the Glenn Dale Recreational Council which advocated a longitudinal 
bike trail and the Glenwood Park Civic Association which was 
concerned with drainage and access issues in the vicinity of 
Baltimore Lane. 
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3.    Agencies 

Comments from federal agencies have generally not favored one 
alternate over another. The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) 
recommends selection of MD 704 Option C over other options because 
it would have the least impact on wetlands. (Option D was selected 
based on its superiority over Option C in accommodating the heavy 
projected volume of traffic intending to travel from westbound MD 
450 to southbound MD 704 — 1900 veh/hr for the a.m. peak.) DOI 
concurred that there are no prudent and feasible alternatives to the 
proposed use of parkland. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) requested descriptions of currently approved and newly 
constructed developments in order to justify the project. Both 
federal agencies stressed the importance of mitigation and 
minimization of the various environmental impacts (e.g. wetlands, 
surface water, etc.). 

State agencies have also remained neutral regarding the 
recommendation of a MD 450 alternate, although both the Department 
of the Environment (MDE) and the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) has recommended MD 704 Option C. DNR recommended further 
discussion of mitigation measures (replacement sites) for impacted 
4(f) resources. MDE comments focused on compliance with policies 
regarding wetland mitigation, stormwater management and stream 
restoration. 

An Interagency Review Meeting was held on July 15, 1987. 
Issues discussed at this meeting included infiltration feasibility, 
the inclusion of Collington Branch in the environmental inventory 
and the impacts to park land in Bowie. Infiltration studies, as a 
part of overall drainage design, will be evaluated during final 
design. Collington Branch impacts have been assessed with the MD 
450 study. At that time, the project impacted three park areas - 
-all in Bowie—Sussex Lane Recreational Area, future Archer Tract 
Park and Whitemarsh Park. However, these impacts are now limited 
to the Archer Tract property and are addressed in the Section 4(f) 
Evaluation of the FONSI. 

B.    TKAM RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Project Planning Team recommended the selection of a combination 
of the 4-Lane Divided (with modified typical section) and 6-Lane Divided 
Alternates for the reconstruction of MD 450 from east of Whitfield Chapel 
Road to west of MD 3. The 4-Lane Divided Section would extend from east 
of Whitfield Chapel to MD 704 and from east of MD 197 to west of MD 3. 
The 6-Lane Divided Section is recommended from MD 704 to east of MD 197. 
Option D, providing through movement connections between westbound MD 450 
and southbound MD 704, and between northbound MD 704 and eastbound MD 450, 
has been recommended. Option 2A has been recommended for improvement at 
MD 197. This option provides just enough widening north and south of the 
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relocated portion of MD 450 to provide a divided roadway and double left 
turns on the northbound and southbound approaches to zhe intersection. 
The team has recommended that the Existing Conrail Bridge remain open 
(Option W2) to provide capacity relief for the new MD 450/MD 197 
intersection and to provide access to businesses west of the railroad. The 
Selected Alternate includes closure of Existing MD 450 between MD 197 and 
Moylan/Trinity Drives and connection of Tulip Grove Drive with Twisting 
Lane. (Option E4) 

This combination of alternates will provide the necessary roadway 
capacity based on traffic projections for the year 2015. The Selected 
Alternate is compatible with master plans for the project area. 
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TV.        SECTION 4(f)   BVALUATION 

1.    Introduct ion 

Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act (now 
Section 303 (C) of Title 49 U.S.C.) states that utilizing land from 
a significant publicly owned public park, recreation area, wildlife 
or waterfowl refuge, or any significant historic site for a federally 
funded or approved transportation project is permissible only if 
there is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of such land 
and if all possible planning to minimize harm to the resource is 
included as part of the project. 

Description of Proposed Action 

The project consists of providing an improved arterial dual 
highway for an 8.5 mile segment of MD 450 from Whitfield Chapel Road 
to approximately 3000' west of MD 3. Included within the project 
scope is a 0.6 mile long portion of MD 704 in the vicinity of MD 450 
and a 0.5 mile long portion of MD 197 in the vicinity of the MD 450 
Relocation. Three alternates: No-Build, 4-Lane Divided and 6-Lane 
Divided were considered. (See Section III.B. for detailed 
descriptions of the alternates). The Selected Alternate is a 
combination of the 4-Lane Divided and 6-Lane Divided Sections. 

At the time the Environmental Assessment/Section 4(f) 
Evaluation was approved in December 1988, it was anticipated that 
the two alternatives under consideration would result in property 
acquisition from three Section 4(f) resources — Whitemarsh Park, 
the future Archer Tract Neighborhood Park, and the unnamed 
recreational area just north of Sussex Lane. The resources are shown 
on Figure 24. 

The Selected Alternate, however, only requires property (0.27 
acre) from the future Archer Tract Neighborhood Park as park impacts 
have now been avoided at the other two resources. The analysis of 
park involvement at the Archer Tract property was made assuming a 
multi-use trail (within a 14-foot wide curb backing) on the north 
side of the road along the entire 750 feet of park frontage along 
MD 450. The normal backing width without the multi-use trail is 10 
feet (see typical sections on Figure 8). 

A retaining wall, averaging 2-4 feet in height and 
approximately 400 feet in length, has been incorporated into the 
Selected Alternate to avoid property acquisition and the removal of 
trees from within the Sussex Lane Recreational Area (the location 
of the wall is noted on Figure 19 in Section III).  The wall would 
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be built just inside the State's right-of-way line and cost nearly 
$146,000, but would avoid impacts to 0.18 acre of the Sussex Lane 
property. Construction of the retaining'wall will be staged from 
the MD 450 side, avoiding the need for construction activities in 
the Sussex Lane Recreational Area. 

Two retaining walls have also been incorporated into the 
Selected Alternate to avoid the acquisition of 0.47 acre of land from 
Whitemarsh Park. Their locations are shown on Figure 20 in Section 
III. The retaining wall closest to Race Track Road averages 8 feet 
in height and is 400 feet long; the wall opposite the Hilltop Plaza 
buildings is 300 feet long and averages 7 feet in height. The two 
walls would cost about $410,000 and will also avoid the need to 
remove trees from within the boundaries of the Whitemarsh Park, 
consistent with the desires of the City of Bowie. Here too, 
construction of the retaining walls will be done from the MD 450 side 
of the walls, avoiding the need for construction activities in 
Whitemarsh Park. 

A temporary construction easement is required, however, to 
reconstruct a portion of the multi-use trail (linking MD 450 with 
the Park) within the Park itself. The trail will be constructed to 
intersect MD 450 opposite Race Track Road (and allow continuity of 
the longitudinal trail along MD 450 with the trail through the Park). 
In order to match the grades of the existing and proposed relocated 
portion of the trail, a temporary construction easement (0.03 acre) 
in the park is required (this easement area is shown on Figure 25). 
The City of Bowie has agreed to this temporary construction in 
Whitemarsh Park and does not believe it would impact the resource 
(see their letter, dated September 24, 1991, in the Agency 
Coordination Section). 

The requirements of Section 4(f) do not apply to this temporary 
construction easement in the Park because the City of Bowie, the 
owner of the park, has agreed that temporary activities will be of 
short duration and less than the time needed to construct the MD 450 
project, will not change ownership in the land, will not result in 
any long term or permanent adverse changes to the activities or 
attributes which are important to the functions that qualify 
Whitemarsh Park for protection under Section 4(f), and will include 
only minor amounts of land. This is consistent with FHWA policy on 
temporary construction easements. 

The No-Build Alternate would not require the acquisition of 
property from any of the three parks. 
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Description of Section 4(fn Resources 

Proposed Archer Tract Neighborhood Park (See Figure 24) 

The proposed Archer Tract Neighborhood Park, located on the 
north side of MD 450 between Freestate and Hilltop Shopping Centers, 
in Bowie, is owned by The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission (M-NCPPC). The proposed park property was funded with 
State Program Open Space and County Advance Land Acquisition funds. 
Encompassing 13.12 acres, the area is heavily wooded on steep 
terrain. The area is not currently used as an active recreational 
facility. M-NCPPC is currently developing plans for a multi-use 
trail through the property with access from the north side of the 
proposed park. M-NCPPC has recommended that the MD 450 longitudinal 
trail be placed adjacent to the roadway due to severe topographic 
constraints within the park. (See letter in Agency Coordination 
Section.) In compliance with local residents' requests, no 
connection would be provided between the MD 450 trail and the trail 
entering the property from the north side. 

Description of Impacts 

A summary of the right-of-way required at the proposed Archer 
Tract Neighborhood Park under each alternate is given in Table 15 
following this page. 

The acreage included in Table 15 is to the amount of strip 
right-of-way required from the Park under the Build Alternates to 
accommodate fill or cut slope grading. No portion of any park 
requires use for actual paving or curb backing for any alternate. 

Standard slope criteria, as outlined in the SHA "Highway 
Development Manual", dictates the horizontal to vertical grading 
slope ratios to be used with various heights of fill and depths of 
cut as follows: 

Slope Ratio      Height of Fill    Depth of Cut 

4:1 0-10' 0-5' 
3:1 10'-20' 5-10' 
2:1 >20' >10' 

Proposed grading slopes may be revised during final design 
based upon soils information, drainage considerations, etc. 

Within the Archer Tract property, impacts consist of slope 
grading (both cut and fill) necessitating the removal of trees. No 
active recreational facilities would be impacted. A development plan 
has not yet been assembled other than the consideration of a 
multi-use trail through the property.  The provision of a multi-use 
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TABLE 15 

IMPACTS TO THE PROPOSED ARCHER 
TRACT NEIGHBORHOOD PARK 

R/W AREA RANGE OF 
ALTERNATE REQUIRED IMPACTED WIDTH 

4-LANE DIVIDED.W/STANDARD 
SLOPE CRITERIA 0.18 0' - 23' 

6-LANE DIVIDED W/STANDARD 
SLOPE CRITERIA 0.39 5' - 32' 

SELECTED ALTERNATE TYPICAL 
SECTION WITH STANDARD 
SLOPE CRITERIA 0.36 5' - 30' 

SELECTED ALTERNATE TYPICAL 
SECTION WITH SELECTED (2:1) 
SLOPE CRITERIA 0.27* 5' - 28' 

REPRESENTS 2.1% OF THE OVERALL 13.1 ACRE PARCEL 

NOTE: See Figure 25 which shows the park impacts at 1"=100* scale. This 
plan shows the range of cut and fill depths along the park frontage 
for the Selected Alternate. See Figures 26-27 — 1"=100' scale plans 
showing the impacts of the 4-Lane Divided and 6-Lane Divided 
Alternates at the Archer Tract property. 
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trail along the north side of MD 450 is consistent, though, with 
M-NCPPC's desire to locate a trail along the front of the Archer 
Tract adjacent to ME 450, due to topographical constraints on the 
property (see correspondence in the Agency Coordination Section). 

Additional noise, visual, and aesthetic impacts are expected 
to be minimal, if at all, as the Park is already located along a 
major arterial highway and the character of the corridor is not 
expected to dramatically change. The technical noise analysis 
included a receptor site at the Archer Tract property. The design 
year noise level in this area (65 dBA) was projected to not approach 
or exceed the FHWA noise abatement criteria nor was it predicted to 
exceed the ambient condition (60 dBA) by 10 dBA or more. Design year 
noise levels under the Build condition are only expected to exceed 
the noise level in the No-Build condition by four dBA. Noise 
abatement is not warranted in this location. The provision of 
landscaping along the Archer Tract frontage will help to shield MD 
450 from the park, reducing the potential for any visual or aesthetic 
impacts. 

Based upon what is now known about the proposed Archer Tract 
Neighborhood Park and the park impacts, the Selected Alternate will 
not substantially affect the function of the resource, particularly 
the multi-use trail. 

5.   Avoidance Alternatives 

Proposed Archer Tract Neighborhood Park 

a. Alignment Shift 

The Archer Tract and Whitemarsh Parks are on opposite 
sides of MD 450 across from each other. Therefore, an 
alignment shift away from the Proposed Archer Tract 
Neighborhood Park would directly increase impacts to Whitemarsh 
Park. 

b. Retaining Walls 

The following two retaining wall arrangements would 
result in park avoidance for the Selected Alternate: 

Standard SHA side slope criteria: max. wall ht. = 9'; 
wall length = 800'; Approx. cost = $354,000 

2:1 side slopes: max. wall ht. =9'; wall length = 650'; 
Approx. cost = $276,000 
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M-NCPPC, owner of the proposed park, has indicated, 
though, that it would prefer the use of slopes with a grade 
of approximately 2:1, rather than retaining walls, with the 
impacted property transferred to SHA and replaced on an acre 
per acre basis. (See letter in the Agency Coordination Section) 

c.   No-Build or Partial No-Build Alternate 

The existing roadway from Superior Lane to east of Race 
Track Road is 4-lanes undivided, with turn lanes provided at 
the Superior Lane and Race Track Road intersections. If a No- 
Build or Partial No-Build Alternate (i.e. no widening of MD 
450 in the vicinity of Archer Tract and Whitemarsh Parks) were 
adopted, LOS F would result by the year 2015 in the vicinity 
of the Race Track Road intersection. The increasing congestion 
would increase delays and would most likely increase the 
frequency of accidents in the Bowie area on a portion of MD 
450 currently experiencing accident rates significantly higher 
than the statewide average. In addition, the Hilltop Plaza 
shopping center, which is planned for expansion, would 
experience worsening accessibility as traffic volumes increase. 
Therefore, these options are not considered to be feasible and 
prudent. 

6.   Mitigation Measures 

Mitigation measures, consisting of the steepening of side 
slopes to 2:1 at the Archer Tract property have been considered. 

The use of 2:1 side slopes along MD 450 would reduce property 
impacts from 0.36 acre to 0.27 acre, a reduction of nearly 25%. 

Consistent with M-NCPPC requests, 2:1 slopes will be used along 
Archer Tract property frontage as part of the Selected Alternate. 

Parkland mitigation plans, including landscaping, will be 
developed for the impacted portions during final design and 
coordinated with M-NCPPC. 

The State Highway Administration will also replace impacted 
parkland due to the use of Program Open Space funds in the purchase 
of the property. SHA has coordinated with the M-NCPPC and the 
Department of Natural Resources regarding the replacement of land 
in the future Archer Tract Neighborhood Park. A potential 
replacement land site has been located within a parcel of land along 
MD 193 north of Bell Station Road. This parcel is part of a "land 
bank" arrangement that has been developed between SHA and M-NCPPC. 
It is to be utilized for SHA projects that affect M-NCPPC parkland 
in Prince George's County and for which regulations require parkland 
replacement. The "bank" will help solve the problem of piecemeal 
parkland replacement by being able to group different parkland 
replacement efforts in one location and as one usable parcel. 
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Coordination 

In the fall of 1987, information was obtained from M-NCPPC, 
owner of the impacted park area, regarding funding sources used to 
purchase the property, existing active recreational facilities within 
the site and proposed land uses. Following determination of park 
impacts as a result of detailed engineering studies, a meeting was 
held on February 17, 1988 with M-NCPPC, the City of Bowie and the 
Department of Natural Resources to review park impacts. In June, 
1988, the results of a study investigating park avoidance and 
mitigation alternatives were provided to M-NCPPC. In July, 1988, 
M-NCPPC stated that they preferred the use of 2:1 slopes rather than 
a retaining wall and that the impacted property be replaced on an 
acre for acre basis. Furthermore, in April, 1989, M-NCPPC identified 
potential replacement land on MD 193 north of Bell Station Road for 
the impacted portion. The DOI concurred that there are no prudent 
and feasible alternatives to the use of land in the Archer Tract. 
They also recommended replacement of impacted parkland and 
appropriate landscaping, both of which are elements of the Archer 
Tract mitigation with the Selected Alternate (copies of letters 
demonstrating this coordination are included in the Agency 
Coordination Section). 

8.    Concluding Statement 

Based upon the above considerations and coordination with 
federal, state and local agencies, there are no feasible and prudent 
alternatives to the use of land from the proposed Archer Tract 
Neighborhood Park and that the proposed action includes all possible 
planning to minimize harm to the park resulting from such use. 
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V.  PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 

A Combined Location/Design Public Hearing was held on February 2, 1989 at 
the Bowie High School in Bowie, Maryland. The purpose of the hearing was to 
present the results of the engineering and environmental studies and to receive 
public comment on the project. Approximately 250 people attended the hearing 
and 17 individuals made statements to the audience following the presentation 
by SHA officials. An additional five people provided comments to a court 
reporter stationed in a separate room. 

In addition to the No-Build Alternate, 4-lane and 6-lane divided roadway 
alternates were presented with various intersection options at MD 704 and build 
options along MD 197 and at the existing MD 450 bridge over Conrail. 

The following is a summary of the statements made at the hearing with brief 
responses. A complete transcript of the hearing is available for review in the 
Project Planning Division offices. State Highway Administration, 707 North 
Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. Written comments received after the 
hearing are discussed in the correspondence section of this document. 

a. Senator Leo E. Green, State Senator - 23rd Legislative District, 
Prince George's County 

Comment: 

Purpose at this time is to listen to all comments and concerns. 

Response; . 

No response required. 

b. Mr. Richard J. Logue (Mayor, City of Bowie) 

Comments: 

1. The No-Build Alternate should not be considered. 
2. a)   The 5-Lane Alternate is unacceptable. 

b)    No more than four lanes should ever be constructed 
between MD 193 and MD 3. 

3. The median should: 
a) Range in width from zero feet at the Conrail Bridge to 

12' at MD 197. 
b) Be no wider than 12' between MD 197 and Stonybrook Drive. 
c) Be no wider than 16' between Stonybrook Drive and MD 3. 
d) Provide  safe turning movements and be raised and 

landscaped. 
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4'    a)    An 8' wide bike trail should be provided along MD 450 

through Bowie. 

b) A 4' sidewalk should be provided where needed, 
particularly in commercial areas. Both should be offset 
from the road by a 4' wide grassed area. 

c) A new trail crossing is needed to connect the two halves 
of the City open space parcel (Parcel F). 

5. All comments regarding sidewalk, trails, etc. are associated 
with a 4-lane roadway and development density levels which can 
be supported by a 4-lane roadway. 

6. Existing MD 450 from MD 197 to Moylan/Trinity Drives should 
be closed and become a park with bike trail. 

7. Emphasis should be placed on tree preservation; all impacted 
trees should be marked before construction. 

8. Traffic signals should be installed at the Tulip Grove Drive/MD 
197 intersection and the Highbridge Road/MD 450 intersection. 

9. The rural character of MD 450 west of the Conrail Bridge should 
be maintained. 

10. All MD 450 construction should be phased with other road 
construction activities in the area. 

11. The southernmost alignment of MD 450 between the Conrail bridge 
and MD 197 should be maximized in order to preserve maximum 
buffering from the Galaxy Lane homes. 

12. Particular attention should be given to noise abatement and 
headlight intrusion problems associated with the residential 
areas abutting the elevated portion of MD 450 as it passes over 
the Conrail bridge and crosses MD 197. 

13. Particular attention should be given to the sight distance 
problems on MD 450 at the entrance to Bowie Forest development 
on MD 450 near Hilltop Plaza. 

All utility cables should be placed underground as a part of 
the proposed reconstruction. 
The existing bridge over the Conrail track should be closed 
when the new bridge opens. 

16. All storm drainage facilities, both temporary and permanent, 
must be identified before the final date for public comment 
arrives to prevent significant adverse environmental impact 
from occurring without proper public input. 

Responses: 

1. The Selected Alternate is a combination of the 4-Lane and 6- 
Lane Alternates. 

2. The 5-Lane Undivided Alternate was dropped from consideration 
prior to the Public Hearing. The Selected Alternate proposes 
six through lanes from MD 193 to east of MD 197 and four 
through lanes from east of MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

14 

15 
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The proposed median width for the Selected Alternate is 20' 
except: 
a) From 1750' west of the proposed Conrail Bridge to 150' 

east of the Conrail Bridge where it will be 16' wide. 
b) At the approaches to the MD 197 and Race Track Road 

intersections where it will transition to 30' to 
accommodate double left turns which are necessary for 
adequate capacity. 

The median is a safety feature for which each additional foot 
provides an added increment of safety according to the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO). A median provides desired freedom from interference 
of opposing traffic, speed change areas and storage for left- 
turning and U-turning vehicles and a buffer to reduce headlight 
glare. Medians reduce the frequency and severity of fatal and 
injury accidents and provide an area for pedestrian refuge. 
Twenty feet is considered the minimum desirable width for 
medians at unsignalized intersections in order to provide 
shadowing area for crossing and left turning traffic from side 
roads. The proposed median width can accommodate a variety 
of plantings and:landscaping designs. 
a) As indicated on the typical sections (Figure 8) in the 

Finding of No Significant Impact, an 8' wide multi-use 
trail, set back 5' from the curb, is proposed along the 
north side for the Bowie portion of the project. 

b) A sidewalk is proposed along the south side of the road 
from MD 197 to Race Track Road. 

c) Coordination has been maintained with developers of the 
proposed Highbridge Subdivision and the City of Bowie 
to provide continuity between the SHA proposed MD 450 
longitudinal trail system and proposed trail crossings 
of MD 450 to serve the Highbridge development and the 
proposed "Parcel F" park. A grade separated trail 
crossing of MD 450 by means of a high arch-type culvert 
will be provided at a location 500' to 1500' west of the 
Conrail Railroad. 

The number of lanes associated with the Selected Alternate is 
based on capacity requirements dictated by traffic volume 
projections for the year 2015. These projections are based 
on Washington Council of Governments (COG) Round 3.5 data for 
the year 2010 in addition to developments that were either 
approved or under construction. Analysis indicated that the 
COG Round 3.5 projections alone for residences and employment 
positions in the Bowie area for the year 2010 were already 
exceeded by existing plus approved development. Therefore, 
those approved developments immediately adjacent to the project 
area were hand adjusted into the COG forecasts. The 
projections assumed construction of all currently planned 
highways in the region, including the upgrading of U.S. Route 
50 to a 6-lane interstate highway (1-595) and the improvements 
to MD 214. 
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6. The Selected Alternate includes Option E4 between MD 197 and 
Moylan/Trinity Drives. E4 proposes connection of Tulip Grove 
Drive with Twisting Lane and conversion of the existing MD 450 
roadbed in this area to a multi-use trail. 

7. State regulations require that the cutting or clearing of 
trees be minimized on State construction projects. All 
impacted forest land areas of one acre or greater must be 
replaced on an acre for acre basis. The first priority for 
replacement would be within the limits of the project. If the 
required area is not available within the limits of the 
project, other lands owned by the State Highway Administration 
that may be suitable and available for reforestation will be 
identified by the Landscape Architecture Division during the 
final design phase. 

8. SHA has performed signal warrant studies at both of these 
intersections, concluding that warrants at neither are met at 
this time. However, a flashing beacon is to be installed at 
Highbridge Road. Studies will continue to be performed 
periodically to determine if the need for a signal arises. 
Warrant studies at all unsignalized intersections will be 
performed during the final design stage. 

9. The Selected Alternate proposes a 6-Lane Divided section from 
MD 197 westerly to MD 704. Six lanes are required to meet 
capacity requirements in this area. A closed section was 
selected to minimize the width of impact and allow safe 
provision of a multi-use trail. 

10. It is unlikely that roadway construction projects currently 
underway in the vicinity of MD 450 (e.g. MD 450/MD 564 and I- 
595) will be on-going if and when MD 450 is advertised for 
construction. Maintenance of traffic plans will be developed 
during the final design phase to minimize disruptions in 
roadway capacity during construction, especially at the peak 
hours. 

11. The centerline of the proposed alignment between Conrail and 
MD 197 will close to evenly split the dedicated corridor 
because the width of the improvement approaching the MD 197 
intersection requires the entire right-of-way. 

12. Detailed noise studies were completed during project planning. 
NSA 13, within the residential area along the proposed elevated 
portion of the roadway, does not meet cost criteria for 
evaluating noise barriers any further. Privacy screening will 
be provided along the north side of the roadway in this area. 

13. The proposed profile, developed during the Detailed Studies 
Stage of project planning, will result in an improved sight 
distance to meet 50 mph design speed criteria for the entire 
project. 

14. SHA will not participate in the funding of burial of existing 
overhead utilities; however, burial could be included on plans 
if funding were provided by others. Since most utility poles 
are currently near the right-of-way line (existing and 
proposed), only minimal relocation of overhead utilities will 
be required. 
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15. The Selected Alternate includes maintaining use of Existing 

MD 450 west of MD 197 (Option W2) for vehicular traffic to: 
a) Provide access to existing businesses along Exist. MD 

450 and; 
b) Provide necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated 

MD 450/MD 197 intersection. 
16. Storm drain and stormwater management designs will be performed 

during final design. All State environmental regulatory 
processes will be carried out. SHA will coordinate final 
design issues including storm drain design with the City of 
Bowie. 

Glenn T. Harrell, Jr.,  (on behalf of Huntmar Equities Limited 
Partnership - "Bowie Business Park") 

Comments: 

1. Supports inclusion of a median opening at Gallant Fox Lane and 
MD 197. 

2. Opposes "possible connecting road by others". Such 
construction should be funded by others. Huntmar is willing 
to dedicate right-of-way for roadway. 

3. Supports Option W2, rehabilitation of the Existing Conrail 
Bridge. 

Responses; 

1. Among the design elements of the Selected Alternate is 
provision of a median break at the MD 197/Gallant Fox Lane 
intersection. 

2. SHA will not be responsible for funding construction of a new 
Bowie Business Park access road connecting Gallant Fox Lane 
to Existing MD 450. 

3. The Selected Alternate calls for rehabilitation of the existing 
bridge as part of a separate project. 

Mr. William S..Seller 

Comments 

1. The zoning reflected for a parcel of land southwest of the 
Existing Conrail Bridge is shown incorrectly as Commercial; 
it should be Rural Residential. 

2. Supports City Council position, particularly Option Wl. 
3. Opposes 6-Lane Alternate and questions the quality of the EA 

analysis of secondary impact resulting from this alternate. 
4. Believes that a 4 or 6-Lane highway will have a significant 

effect on the State, whereas the EA says it will not. 
5. Environmental document should analyze the overall effect of 

existing and proposed highways in the Bowie area. 
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Responses: 

1. The mapping error has been corrected in the final environmental 
document. 

2. Option W2 has been selected; see response b.15. 
3. The Selected Alternate, a combination of 4 and 6-Lane typical 

sections was developed as a result of extensive coordination 
with local, state and federal agencies, elected officials and 
citizens. See response b.5. The Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) describes the results of analyses of many 
impacts from the proposed improvements ranging from property 
values to accessibility to visibility. The proposed 
improvements are consistent with state and local needs 
inventories and master plans. 

4. Although improvement of MD 450 has extreme local importance 
for residents and businesses and regional importance for 
commuters, the project does not have statewide importance in 
comparison to projects such as the widening or new construction 
of interstate highways. MD 450 improvements are consistent 
with all area master plans. 

5. MD 450 project planning was performed in consideration of and 
coordination with all existing and proposed travel corridors 
in the study area.  See response b.5. 

e.   Mr. Richard S. Nacewicz 

Comments; 

1. Opposes 6-Lane Alternate. 
2. Supports the No-Build Alternate east of Highbridge Road. 
3. If roadway widening is absolutely needed, construct one-way 

couplet using Existing MD 450 for two eastbound lanes and 
Relocated MD 450 for two westbound lanes. 

4. Supports interchange at U.S. Route 50 (future 1-595) and MD 
193 (Enterprise Road). 

Responses; 

1 & 2 The Selected Alternate is a combination of the 4-Lane and 
6-Lane Alternates. See response b.3 regarding median width. 
See response b.5 regarding the number of lanes associated with 
the Selected Alternate. The No-Build Alternate east of 
Highbridge Road would result in failing levels of service at 
each intersection. 

3. The one-way couplet, which was considered during the detailed 
studies stage, would have consisted of improvement along 
existing roadway to carry eastbound traffic and construction 
of improvements along the relocation alignment to handle 
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westbound traffic. Two or three lanes would be required in 
each direction to meet design year capacity requirements. This 
option was dropped primarily for the following two reasons: 
a) A 40-residence portion of the Tulip Grove Subdivision 

would be located in the median of 4 to 6-lanes of 
arterial traffic. 

b) Several north-south connectors would be required between 
the eastbound and westbound roadways to serve areas north 
of the relocation and south of the existing roadway. 

4. An interchange at U.S. 50/MD 193 was considered during previous 
project planning studies and dropped as a result of strong 
community opposition. 

f. Ms. Dee Minich (Chairman - Long Ridge Citizens Association) 

Comments: 

1. Supports all 16 points contained in the Bowie City Council 
position.   (See Comments b.1-16) 

Response: 

1.   See Responses b.1-16. 

g. Mr. Robert P. Slabey 

Comments: 

1. There is no money for improving MD 450 to 6-Lanes east of St. 
Pius X Church. 

2. SHA is going to build 6-Lanes from St. Pius X to MD 3. 

Responses: 

1. There is no difference between the 4-Lane Alternate and 6- 
Lane Alternate in terms of funding status. MD 450 is included 
in the Maryland Department of Transportation's Development and 
Evaluation Program for Fiscal Years 1991-1996. The project 
is funded for Project Planning only. At the time of the Public 
Hearing in February, 1989, the Prince George's County 
Department of Public Works and Transportation had identified 
funds in the Capital Improvement Program for Fiscal Years 1988- 
1993 for design, right-of-way acquisition and construction of 
a portion of Maryland Route 450 as a 4-lane divided highway 
from Maryland Route 193 to Moylan/Trinity Drives. The SHA was 
endeavoring to identify funding of a simultaneous interim 
improvement from Moylan/Trinity Drives to Millstream/Stonybrcok 
Drives as a 4-lane undivided roadway. Due to a re-evaluation 
of funding priorities, the County dropped this improvement from 
its program. 
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The location and design approval of the Selected Alternate 
would make this project eligible for inclusion in future 
Maryland Department of Transportation programs for final 
design, right-of-way acquisition and construction. The 
improvements may be implemented in several contracts over a 
number of years dependent upon funding availability. 

2. The Selected Alternate is a combination of the 4-Lane and 6- 
Lane Alternates. The portion of the project from east of MD 
197 to west of MD 3 (which includes the area of St. Pius X) 
is proposed as four lanes. 

h.   Mr. William Schmitt (Vice Chairman of the Gradys Walk Homeowners 
Association) 

Comments: 

1. Supports position of the Bowie City Council (See Comments b.l- 
16). 

2. The median should be no wider than necessary to provide for 
safe turning movements and should be landscaped. 

3. The 5-Lane Alternate is unacceptable. 
4. Current speed limits are ignored. The proposed design could 

encourage speeding. 

5. Emphasis should be placed on preservation of trees. 
6. The southernmost alignment should be utilized along the MD 450 

relocation between Conrail and MD 197. Particular attention 
should be given to noise and headlight intrusion. 

7. The proposed roadway should be four lanes. 

Responses: 

1. See Responses b.1-16. 
2. see Response b.3 regarding median design. 
3. The 5-Lane Alternate was dropped from consideration during the 

detailed studies stage of Project Planning prior to the Public 
Hearing. 

4. The proposed design elements have been selected based on 
established and proven criteria appropriate for the roadway's 
functional classification (Arterial). The actual speed with 
which vehicles travel is an enforcement issue. Implementation 
of substandard geometries, reduced sight distance or other 
elements to restrict travel speeds is not prudent. 

5. See Response b.7 regarding presentation of trees and mitigation 
of impacts. 

6. See Response b.ll regarding the alignment between the Conrail 
Railroad and MD 197. 

7. The Selected Alternate is a combination of the 4-Lane and 
6-Lane Alternates, proposing four lanes from Whitfield Chapel 
Road to MD 704, six lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and 
six lanes from east of MD 197 to west of MD 3. 
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Mr. James E. Lyons,  Sr.  (President, Greater 3owie Chamber of 
Commerce) 

Comments; 

1. Favors the relocation between Highbridge Road and 
Moylan/Trinity Drives. 

2. Favors the 6-Lane Alternate. 
3. Favors keeping Existing MD 450 open west of MD 197 and 

improving the Existing Conrail Bridge per Option W3. 
4. At least two cross-overs are encouraged between the relocation 

and Existing MD 450. 

5. Requests no change to the ingress and egress at MD 197/Gallant 
Fox Lane. 

Responses: 

1. The Selected Alternate includes the relocation of MD 450 
between Highbridge Road and Moylan/Trinity Drives. 

2. The Selected Alternate is a combination of the 4-Lane and 6- 
Lane Alternates, proposing four lanes from Whitfield Chapel 
Road to MD 704, six lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and 
six lanes from east of MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

3. The Selected Alternate proposes maintaining Existing MD 450 
west of MD 197. 

4. The Selected Alternate proposes two connections between 
Existing and Relocated MD 450 between Highbridge Road and MD 
197. One connection is to be opposite Greenwich Lane, 900'+ 
east of Highbridge Road and the second is to be Grenville Lane 
700'+ east of Greenwich Lane. 

5. A median break will be constructed for the MD 197/Gallant Fox 
Lane intersection. 

Mr. Robert K. Cowles (President, St. Pius X Home and School 
Association) 

Comments; 

1. Concerned with safety of school children (approximately 80) 
who cross MD 450 walking to and from school every day. 

2. Supports the 4-Lane Alternate. 
3. Concerned with sight distance problems resulting from crest 

just east of Moylan/Trinity Drives. 
4. A barrier is required to protect children playing in the 

parking lot in front of the church/school. 
5. A sidewalk is going to be required. 
6. Favors a pedestrian overpass. 
7. If an overpass is not feasible, a pedestrian-operated signal 

is requested. 
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8. Concerned with safety of vehicles accessing the church/school. 
9. Interested in what access option is selected for Twin Cedar 

Lane. 

Responses; 

1. Signing, marking and signalization plans will be developed 
during final design using criteria set forth in the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). The State Highway 
Administration is committed to providing safe accommodation 
for pedestrians throughout the MD 450 project. A raised median 
is proposed which would serve as a pedestrian refuge. Other 
safety features proposed include pedestrian crosswalk markings 
and pedestrian activated signal phases will be implemented. 

2. The Selected Alternate is a combination of the 4-Lane and 6- 
Lane Alternates, proposing four through lanes from east of MD 
197 to west of MD 3. 

3. The proposed profile for the Selected Alternate includes the 
improvement of conditions east of Moylan/Trinity Drives 
resulting in sight distance adequate for a 50 mph design speed. 

4. Curbing is proposed on both sides of the road through this 
area. During the final design stage, such provisions as 
guardrail, privacy screening and fencing will be evaluated. 

5. Sidewalk is proposed along the south roadway edge, and an 8' 
wide multi-use trail is proposed along the north edge. 

6. SHA conducted a study of pedestrian overpass feasibility for 
MD 450 in Bowie using traffic counts, pedestrian counts, 
accident history and national research conducted on this topic. 
The study considered two locations for overpasses; St. Pius 
X Church and School and Bowie High School. The results of the 
study indicate a pedestrian overpass, which would cost an 
estimated $ 795,000, is not warranted in Bowie. This cost is 
considered excessive in comparison to the benefits that would 
result since there is no way to require pedestrians to use the 
overpass. Experience has shown that pedestrians will continue 
to cross at-grade even with an overpass in place if at-grade 
is the quickest route. Closely spaced entrances to accommodate 
the churches, schools and other community facilities in this 
portion of Bowie preclude any means of providing a physical 
barrier to require pedestrian use of the overpass. The safety 
benefits of an overpass cannot be realized if a substantial 
number of pedestrians do not use the structure. The study also 
cited that the rate of pedestrian accidents in the Bowie area 
was 24% below the statewide average for similar highways from 
1985 through 1987. 

7. See Response j. 1 regarding pedestrian safety considerations. 
8. The vehicular access to St. Pius X Church will be modified 

slightly to accommodate the reconstruction of MD 450.  Left 
turn access will be provided only at the west entrance which 
will be relocated approximately 150' to the west to provide 
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more distance from Moylan/Trinity Drives. The east entrance 
will become right-in, right-out only. Traffic signals at 
Moylan/Trinity Drives, 800'+ to the east and MD 197, 1500'+ 
to the west will help create gaps in traffic flow for vehicles 
to turn left. Traffic signal warrants will be evaluated during 
final design. 

9. The Selected Alternate includes Option E4 for Existing MD 450, 
east of MD 197. This Option connects Twin Cedar Lane with 
Twisting Lane and converts this portion of Existing MD 450 to 
a multi-uae trail. 

Mr. Gordon Lindner 

Comments; 

1. The access road for Bowie Business Park connecting Gallant Fox 
Lane with Existing MD 197 should be public responsibility. 

2. MD 197 between Existing MD 450 and Relocated MD 450 will 
operate satisfactorily as an undivided roadway. 

Responses: 

1. SHA will not be responsible for funding construction of a new 
Bowie Business Park access road connecting Gallant Fox Lane 
to Existing MD 450. 

2. The Selected Alternate proposes widening of MD 197 and 
provision of a minimal median to allow two thru lanes in each 
direction and double left turns on the northbound and 
southbound approaches to MD 450. A median break will be 
provided at Gallant Fox Lane. The provision of a median on 
the portion of MD 197 between Existing MD 450 and a point 600* + 
north of Relocated MD 450 is consistent with City of Bowie 
requests. 

Mr. Roger Gall 

Comments: 

1. Supports 16 point City Council position except point 15 
regarding the Conrail Bridge (See Comment b.15). The existing 
bridge should remain open to serve businesses along the 
existing road. 

2. Supports Option El. 
3. Median width should be 20' and landscaped from MD 193 to the 

Conrail Bridge. 

4. Recommends no curb and gutter between MD 193 and the Conrail 
Bridge. 

5. Requests a traffic signal at MD 450/Highbridge Road. 
6. Supports hiker/biker trail 8' wide separated from the road at 

least 4'. 
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7. Recommends providing a box culvert to replace the W.3. & A. 
Railroad Bridge to allow a grade separated multi-use trail 
crossing of MD 450. 

8. Supports Option D at MD 450/MD 704 with a two lane westbound 
ramp connection. 

Responses: 

1. See Response to b. 1-15. The Selected Alternate includes 
leaving Existing MD 450 open west of MD 197. 

2. Option E4 has been selected.  See page 111-15 of the FONSI. 
3. See Response b.3 regarding median width. The proposed median 

width is 20' from MD 193 to east of Grenville Lane (1750'+ from 
the Conrail Tracks) where it tapers to 16' and remains at 16' 
to east of the Conrail Tracks where it widens to 30' to allow 
for double left turns onto MD 197. 

4. Curb and gutter will be provided for the ultimate improvement 
(6-lanes) between MD 193 and the Conrail Bridge. Closed 
section results in less impacts than open section for a given 
number of lanes and allows safer accommodation of a multi- 
use trail. The first phase of construction may consist of a 
four lane open section improvement as an interim staging to 
the ultimate six lane section. 

5. Studies have been conducted by SHA to determine if a traffic 
signal is warranted at MD 450/Highbridge Road. The most recent 
study, conducted in May, 1990, indicated that current traffic 
volumes do not satisfy signal warrants established by SHA and 
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). SHA 
has, however, committed to an intersection control beacon 
(flashing circular indications) at this location. SHA's 
District 3 office in Greenbelt will continue to monitor this 
and other unsignalized intersections and provide signalization 
as warranted. 

6. A multi-use trail, 8' wide, set back 5' from the road will be 
applied on the north side of the road for the entire project, 
except east of Race Track Road. 

7. Throughout the project planning study, coordination has been 
maintained with M-NCPPC to provide compatibility between the 
proposed MD 450 longitudinal trail and existing or proposed 
trail networks in the project area. The 1985 Equestrian 
Addendum to the Adopted and Approved Countywide Trails Plan 
indicates no proposed crossing of MD 450 along the W.B. & A. 
right-of-way. 

8. The Selected Alternate includes Option D for the MD 450/MD 704 
intersection. Level of service analysis indicates that one 
lane is sufficient to carry the projected volume of traffic 
for the year 2015. However, the ramp and gore will be designed 
for expansion to two lanes should the need arise. 
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Mr. Dick Padgett (Bowie City Councilman) 

Comments 

1. Supports closure of the Existing Conrail Bridge. 
2. Prefers Option E4. 

Responses; 

1. See Response b. 15. The Selected Alternate includes maintaining 
use of Existing MD 450 west of MD 197. 

2. Option E4 has been selected. 

Mr. Kevin Mowles 

Comments: 

1. The Build Alternate selected will dictate the level of density 
for the proposed developments in the Bowie area. 

2. Supports the 4-Lane Alternate. 
3. Advocates a median width of 12' or less between MD 197 and MD 

3 — the minimum necessary to provide safe turning movements 
and allow landscaping to create a boulevard effect. 

4. Preservation of trees should be a major factor in the design 
process. 

5. Noise abatement structures should be implemented along the 
proposed MD 450 relocation at Twin Cedar and Galaxy Lanes. 

6. Urges installation of traffic signals at MD 450/Highbridge Road 
and MD 197/Tulip Grove Drive. 

7. Supports Option E4. 
8. Urges remedy for the sight distance deficiency along MD 450 

at Hilltop Plaza. 
9. Supports either Option Wl or W3 for the Existing Conrail 

Bridge. 

Responses; 

1. Development in the corridor occurs as a result of planning and 
zoning by the county. Regardless of major improvements to MD 
450, development will occur. This project does not force or 
spur development. The need for major improvements to MD 450 
is created in response to both existing travel demand and 
development planned in an near the corridor. The project is 
being proposed in response to intense growth both planned and 
underway in the area.   In addition, this project is not 

• anticipated to have major land use impacts or induce unplanned 
growth as little land remains that is not already planned or 
targeted for development. 

2. See Response i.2 regarding the number of lanes proposed with 
the Selected Alternate. 

3. See Response b.3 regarding the median design for the Selected 
Alternate. 
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4. See Response b.7 regarding preservation of trees and mitigation 

of impacts. 
5. Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent 

with Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. 
This noise policy assures that noise abatement decisions are 
consistent and equitable throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when the FHWA noise 
abatement criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is 
approached or exceeded or when predicted noise levels exceed 
existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more. Consideration of 
noise mitigation (generally mounds or barriers) also includes 
feasibility (physically buildable and capable of reducing noise 
levels by at least 7-10 dBA), reasonableness (less than $40,000 
per residence impacted), and if the mitigation is acceptable 
to affected property owners. 

Galaxy Lane homes were analyzed using Noise Sensitive Area 
(NSA) 13. NSA 13 has a projected 2015 noise level of 69 dBA, 
based on proposed roadway improvements, representing a greater 
than 10 dBA increase over no-build conditions. However, since 
the cost of mitigation to reduce noise levels by 7-10 dBA is 
$92,846 per residence benefitted (well in excess of the $40,000 
per residence criteria), a barrier along MD 450 at Galaxy Lane 
is not considered reasonable. 

Noise levels at NSA's 11 and 12, applying respectively to Twin 
Center and Memphis Lane residences, represent a greater than 
10 dBA increase over no-build conditions. Since costs per 
residence for effective mitigation at both of these locations 
are nearly $40,000, barriers will be considered further during 
final design. 

6. See Response 1.5 regarding a traffic signal at MD 
450/Highbridge Road and Response b.8 regarding a traffic signal 
at MD 197/Tulip Grove Drive. 

7. Option E4 has been selected. 
8. The proposed profile developed for the Selected Alternate, 

includes improvement of the sight distance deficiency along 
MD 450 near Hilltop Plaza. 

9. The Selected Alternate includes maintaining use of Existing 
MD 450, west of MD 197 (Option W2). 
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Xr. James Loftus 

Comments; 

Projections for employment at the Maryland Science Center and 
for the City of Bowie, on which traffic projections are based, 
are overstated.  Therefore, planned roadway improvements are 
wrong. 
Opposes 6-Lane Alternate. 

Responses; 

Traffic forecasts are based on Washington Council of 
Governments COG Round 3.5 forecasts which for the MD 450 
corridor, are 14% lower than employment figures based on 
existing plus approved development of employment centers. 
Forecasts for Bowie area employment which consider existing 
development, development in the pipeline and development under 
consideration are 120% higher than COG 3.5 values. It appears 
that, if anything, traffic forecasts are understated based on 
employment figures. 
See Response i.2 regarding the number of lanes proposed with 
the Selected Alternate. 

Ms. Laura Cord 

Comments; 

Requests hiker/biker path with a 4' buffer from the roadway 
along the MD 450 corridor. 
Supports 4-Lane Alternate. 

Responses; 

A longitudinal multi-u&e trail with a' 5' buffer from the 
roa:dway will be provided along the north roadway edge for the 
entire project except east of Race Track Road. 
See Response 1.2 regarding the number of lanes proposed with 
the Selected Alternate. 

Ms. M. L. Smith 

Comments; 

Supports City of Bowie position (See Comments b.1-16), but 
prefers No Build Alternate east of Highbridge Road. 
Concerned with drop in property values in the Tilbury Lane area 
resulting from roadway widening. 
Roads should not be built so that developers can obtain denser 
development. 
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4. Concerned with loss of tree buffer. 
5. Concerned with impacts on MD 197 south of Existing MD 450 

resulting from improvements to MD 197 north of Existing MD 450. 
6. Interested in details of planned interim improvement between 

Moylan/Trinity Drives and Stonybrook/Millstream Drives. 
7. Wants to know locations where noise level violations will 

occur. 
8. What is the feasibility of noise abatement? 

Responses; 

1. See Responses b. 1-16 and e.l and 2. 
2. All widening occurring in the Tilbury Lane area will be within 

SHA right-of-way. 
3. See Response n.l regarding development density and roadway 

improvements. 
4. Landscaping studies with consideration of privacy screening 

and vegetative buffers will be undertaken during final design. 
5. SHA is conducting studies, separate from MD 450 Project 

Planning Studies, for the improvement of MD 197 from Existing 
MD 450 to Tulip Grove Drive. 

6. Until early 1990, Prince George's County had funding and design 
forces in place for the construction of MD 450 as a four lane 
highway from Highbridge Road to Moylan/Trinity Drives. The 
construction of this improvement would have left a typical 
section discontinuity between Moylan/Trinity Drives and 
Stonybrook Drives that would have remained for at least several 
years since SHA did not have MD 450 programmed for design or 
construction. The interim improvement would have provided a 
four lane undivided open section roadway to eliminate the 
discontinuity. Due to a re-evaluation of funding priorities, 
Prince George's County dropped improvements to MD 450 from its 
program. MD 450 will likely be improved in segments; however, 
typical section continuity will be maintained between segments 
during the overall construction period. 

7&8 See Response n.5 concerning noise criteria and noise mitigation 
policy. NSA locations are listed in the published 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and Chapter III of this document 
(FONSI). The Selected Alternate results in violation of 
Federal Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 
30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at each of these 
areas. Only NSA's 11, 12 and 31 satisfied cost per residence 
criteria, warranting further investigation during final design. 
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Comments Received by Court Reporter: 

r.   Mr. Daniel H. Melvin 

Comments: 

Supports two connector roads allowing access from Relocated 
to Existing MD 450 between Highbridge Road and the Conrail 
Railroad. 

Response; 

See response i.4 regarding the inclusion of two connector roads 
in this area. 

Mr. David Solomon 

Comment; 

Congratulations to SHA on excellent presentation showing the 
proposed highway improvement. 

No response required. 

Mr. James P. Kout 

Comments; 

1. Supports Option W2 or W3 for the Conrail Bridge. 
2. Supports the 6-lane Alternate. 

Responses; 

1. The Selected Alternate proposes maintaining use of Existing 
MD 450 west of MD 197. It is anticipated that the Existing 
Conrail Bridge will be rehabilitated under a project separate 
from MD 450 improvements. 

2. See Response 1.2 regarding the number of lanes proposed with 
the Selected Alternate. 

Ms. Clara Cunningham 

Comments; 

1. Concerned with the noise level at 12209 Marne Lane and 
screening from the roadway. 

2. Concerned with storm drain in the corner of the property. 
3. Requests that the bike path and walkway crossing behind the 

property remain as is. 
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Responses: 

1. Noise levels at 12209 Marne Lane will be nearly the same as 
levels at NSA 9. Noise levels for the Selected Alternate in 
the year 2015 are projected to be 66 dBA at NSA 9, a 3 dBA 
increase over current ambient levels. A barrier in this area 
was analyzed, but was found to be cost prohibitive. Vegetative 
buffering and privacy screening will be investigated during 
final design. 

2. Storm drain design is addressed at the Final Design stage of 
the project, subsequent to Location/Design approval. Storm 
drainage will be implemented in such a way that the rate of 
discharges from SHA right-of-way do not increase by more than 
10% before stormwater management quantity control measures are 
implemented, and ponding levels do not increase at all. SHA 
will coordinate final drainage design with the City of Bowie. 

3. The existing bike path will be eliminated as a result of 
roadway construction. However, it will be replaced at nearly 
the same location with an 8' multi-use trail behind the north 
curb line of the proposed roadway. 

Mr. John O'Neill 

Comments; 

1. Will noise barriers be provided along MD 197 north of Relocated 
MD 450? 

2. What is meant by four foot grade? How does that affect the 
3416 Memphis Lane property. 

Responses; 

1. Noise barriers were analyzed at this location but found not 
to meet cost-effectiveness criteria. (See Noise Summary - 
Section III.B.S.e.l), beginning on page 111-51) 

2. Two Options for the improvement of MD 197, Options 2B and 3 
called for a regrading of MD 197, lowering elevation of MD 197 
as much as four feet to improve sight distance. MD 197 is 
currently on approximately 6' of fill in the vicinity of 3416 
Memphis Lane which backs up onto MD 197. The grade lowering 
would have reduced the amount that the roadway sits above the 
backyard of this home to about 2'. Option 2A, maintaining MD 
197 at its current grade, was selected. 

Note; Mr. Robert P. Slaby, who spoke earlier, submitted a written 
transcript of testimony to the court reporter. An exact 
duplicate of this testimony was submitted to SHA and is 
included in the following section. 
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VI.   CORRESPONDENCS 

A.  WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT TO THE 
COMBINED LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING AND RESPONSES 
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K. Written Comments 

Written statements in lieu of or in addition to presentations made 
at the Location/Design Public Hearing were accepted by the Maryland State 
Highway Administration until March 21, 1989 for inclusion in the "Public 

. Hearing Transcript." The written statements that pertain to the project 
and responses thereto are contained hereinafter. Comments from individuals 
are summarized. This summary is followed by comments (and responses 
thereto) from elected officials and agencies. The "Public Hearing 
Transcript" is available for public review at the Maryland State Highway 
Administration, 707 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. Those 
comments received after March 21, 1989, were not included in the "Public 
Hearing Transcript". However, whenever possible, comments received after 
that date were considered in the decision making process. 

An outline of citizens submitting comments, statements received and 
brief responses is provided below followed by copies of all correspondence 
in order by date received with complete responses. 

a. Supports No-Build Alternate 

Ms. Clara Cunningham 

b. Support 4-Lane Alternate 

Mr. William Seller 
Ms. Laura Cord 
Mr. Dick Jenkins 
Mr. Richard J. Logue 
Mr. Robert P. slaby 

c. Opposes No-Build Alternate 

Mr. Richard J. Logue 

d. Opposes 6-Lane Alternate (in addition to those supporting other 
alternates) 

Ms. Anne W. Higgins 
Mr. Burton W. Oliver 

e. Favors 6-Lane Alternate 

Mr. James E. Lyons 
Mr. Richard T. Ziegler 
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f. Favors Widening of MD 450 (No Alternate Specified) 

Mr. Robert K. Cowles 
Mr. Henry Gilford 
Mr. John Knott 
Ms. Joan Roache 

Response to a through f; 

As stated in Section III.B, of the FONSI, the Selected 
Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent to the 
Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The 
Selected Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield 
Chapel Road to MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 
197 and four through lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

g. Supports MD 197 Option 3 

Mr. F. X. Carillo, MD 
Mr. P. R. Ceppa, MD 
Mr. William M. Gonzalez, MD 
Mr. J. L. Holding, MD 
Mr. James E. Lyons, Sr. 
Mr. Donald R. Merryfield, DDS 

h.   Supports MD 197 Option 2B 

Mr. Dick Jenkins 
Mr. Burton W. Oliver 

Response to g. and h. 

The Selected Alternate for MD 197 improvement is Option 2A, 
providing a 4-lane divided section with existing profile and variable 
width median {4'-16') from Existing MD 450 to 500'+ north of 
Relocated MD 450. Double left turns will be provided at the 
northbound and southbound approaches to Relocated MD 450, and a 
median break will be provided at Gallant Fox Lane. 

i.    Supports Option Wl 

Mr. Richard J. Logue 

j.    Supports Option W2 

Mr. Dick Jenkins 
Mr. Glenn T. Harrell 
Mr. Charles J. Ryan, III 
Mr. Robert P. Slaby 
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k.   Supports Option W3 

Mr. James E. Lyons, Sr. 
Mr. Burton W. Oliver 

Response to i. through k. 

Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 
bridge over the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will 
likely be rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under 
the jurisdiction of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining 
use of MD 450 west of MD 197 provides access to businesses along 
Existing MD 450 and provides necessary supplemental capacity for the 
Relocated MD 450/MD 197 intersection. 

1.   Supports Option El 

Mr. Burton W. Oliver 

m.   Supports Option E3 

Mr. Carl Schneider 

n.   Supports Option E4 

Mr. Dick Jenkins 
Mr. Richard J. Logue 
Mr. Carl Schneider 
Mr. Robert P. Slaby 

Response to 1. through n. 

Option E4 has been selected. This option will result in the 
extension of Twin Cedar Lane across Existing MD 450 to intersect 
Twisting Lane as indicated on the original plans for the Tulip Grove 
Subdivision. Existing MD 450 will be closed between MD 197 and 
MoyIan/Trinity Drives, with the roadbed remaining as a multi-use 
trail. Existing MD 450 (to the west) will form a T-intersection at 
MD 197. 

o.    Supports Option A for the MD 450/704 Intersection 

Mr. Dick Jenkins 

Response;    Option D  has been selected  for the MD  450/704 
intersection. 
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p.    Interested in an Accelerated Construction Schedule 

Ms. Betsy Burian 
Mr. Richard T. Ziegler 

Response; 

The MD 450 project is included in the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's Development and Evaluation Program for Fiscal Years 
1991-1996 and is funded for Project Planning only. Following 
location and design approval of the Selected Alternate, this project 
will be eligible for inclusion in future Maryland Department of 
Transportation programs for final design, right-of-way acquisition 
and construction. 

q.   Concerned with Noise Levels and Mitigation 

Mr. Larry E. Alverson 
Mr. D. H. Bueridge 
Ms. Clara Cunningham 
Mr. Thom Donnelly 
Mr. Norman E. Dye 
Mr. Thomas Ligis 
Ms. Theresa Malczynski 
Mr. Donald L. Montgomery 
Mr. John J. O'Neill 
Mr. Linwood R. Nelson 
Mr. Richard M. Talbot 

Response; 

Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent 
with Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This 
policy assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and 
equitable throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when FHWA noise 
abatement criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is approached or 
exceeded or when predicted noise levels exceed existing noise levels 
by 10 dBA or more. Consideration of noise mitigation (generally 
mounds or barriers) also includes feasibility (physically buildable 
and capable of reducing noise levels by at least 7-10 dBA), 
reasonableness (less than $40,000 per residence impacted), and if 
the mitigation is acceptable to affected property owners. 
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NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental 

Assessment (EA) and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). With the 
Selected Alternate, NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 
34 and 35 approach or exceed FHWA noise abatement criteria. 
Mitigation was evaluated at each of these areas. Noise mitigation 
at NSA's 11, 12, 31 and 34 will be further investigated during final 
design. 

Individual concerns in addition to those summarized above were 
as follows: 

r.   Ms. Diane Thompkins 

Comments: 

1. Alternates should be reviewed to provide better access 
to and from the Lincoln subdivision. 

2. Would a solution be to' construct an interchange at 
US 50/MD 193? 

3. A meeting is requested with SHA representatives and 
Lincoln citizens. 

Responses 

1. Lincoln residents access MD 450 by means of Baltimore 
Lane. When MD 450 becomes divided, a median opening will 
be provided at Baltimore Lane so that access patterns 
to this community are not substantially changed. 

2. An interchange at US 50 and MD 193 (Enterprise Road) 
would not affect access to the Lincoln Vista Community. 

3. SHA representatives have held two meetings with Lincoln 
residents in addition to the hearing. 

s.   Mr. Charles G. Moore 

Comment; 

Requests that disturbed overhead utilities be placed 
underground. 

Response: 

SHA would be willing to make the funds which would be 
required for normal utility relocation available to the City 
of Bowie should the City decide to bury the utilities. This 
would be limited to just those costs which SHA alone must bear. 
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t.   Mr. John N. Woods 

Comment: 

Concerned with access to Red Roof Inn Restaurant - 9050 
Lanham Severn Road. 

Response; 

This property is outside the project limits, 
approximately 1/2 mile west of Whitfield Chapel Road and is 
not affected by the improvements proposed under this project. 

u.    Mr. Glenn T. Harrell, Jr. 

Comments; 

1. Requests median opening at the MD 197/Gallant Fox Lane 
intersection. 

2. The access road connecting Gallant Fox Lane with Existing 
MD 450 should be constructed with public funds. 

Responses; 

1. Among the design elements of the Selected Alternate is 
provision of a median break at the MD 197/Gallant Fox 
Lane intersection. 

2. SHA will not be responsible for funding construction of 
a new Bowie Business Park access road connecting Gallant 
Fox Lane to Existing MD 450. 

v.   Mr. Richard J. Logue 

Comments; 

1. See Comment c. above. 
2. Opposes 5-Lane Alternate 
3. The median should: 

a) Range in width from zero feet at the Conrail Bridge 
to 12' at MD 197. 

b) Be no wider than 12' between MD 197 and Stonybrook 
Drive. 

c) Be no wider than 16' between Stonybrook Dr. and 
MD 3. 

d) Provide safe turning movements and be raised and 
landscaped. 
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4. a)   An 8' wide bike trail should be provided along MD 
450 through Bowie. 

b) A 4' sidewalk should be provided where needed, 
particularly in commercial areas. Both should be 
offset from the road by a 4' wide grassed area. 

c) A new trail crossing is needed to connect the two 
halves of the City open space parcel (Parcel F). 

5. All comments regarding sidewalk, trails, etc. are 
associated with a 4-lane roadway and development density 
levels which can be supported by a 4-lane roadway. 

6. See Comment n. above 
7. Emphasis should be placed on tree preservation; all 

impacted trees should be marked before construction. 
8. Traffic signals should be installed at the Tulip Grove 

Drive/MD 197 intersection and the Highbridge Road/MD 450 
intersection. 

9. The rural character of MD 450 west of the Conrail Bridge 
should be maintained. 

10. All MD 450 construction should be phased with other road 
construction activities in the area. 

11. The southernmost alignment of MD 450 between the Conrail 
bridge and MD 197 should be maximized in order to 
preserve maximum buffering from the Galaxy Lane homes. 

12. Particular attention should be given to noise abatement 
and headlight intrusion problems associated with the 
residential areas abutting the elevated portion of MD 
450 as it passes over the Conrail bridge and crosses MD 
197. 

13. Particular attention should be given to the sight 
distance problems on MD 450 at the entrance to Bowie 
Forest development on MD 450 near Hilltop Plaza. 

14. See Comment s. above. 
15. See Comment j. above. 
16. All storm drainage facilities, both temporary and 

permanent, must be identified before the final date for 
public comment arrives to prevent significant adverse 
environmental impact from occurring without proper public 
input. 

Responses; 

1. See Response c. above. 
2. The 5-lane Alternate was dropped from consideration prior 

to the Location/Design Public Hearing. 
3. The proposed median width for the Selected Alternate is 

20' except: 
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a) From 1750' west of the proposed Conrail Bridge to 
150' east of the Conrail Bridge where it will be 
16' wide. 

b) At the approaches to the MD 197 and Race Track Road 
intersections where it will transition to 30' to 
accommodate double left turns which are necessary 
for adequate capacity. 

4. As indicated on the typical sections (Figure 8) in the 
Finding of No Significant Impact, an 8' wide multi-use 
trail, set back 5' from the curb, is proposed along the 
north side for the Bowie portion of the project. A 
sidewalk is proposed along the south side of the road 
from MD 197 to Race Track Road. 

5. The number of lanes associated with the Selected 
Alternate is based on capacity requirements dictated by 
traffic volume projections for the year 2015. These 
projections are based primarily on Washington Council 
of Governments (COG) Round 3.5 data for the year 2010. 
The projections assumed construction of all currently 
planned highways in the region, including the upgrading 
of U.S. Route 50 to a 6-lane interstate highway (1-595) 
and the improvements to MD 214. Development in the 
corridor occurs as a result of planning and zoning by 
the County. Regardless of major improvements to MD 450, 
development will occur. 

6. See Response n. above. 
7. Recent legislation requires that the cutting or clearing 

of trees be minimized on State construction projects. 
All impacted forest land areas of one acre or greater 
must be replaced on an acre for acre basis. Coordination 
will be maintained with the City of Bowie through the 
design stage regarding tree impacts and mitigation. 

8. SHA has performed signal warrant studies at both of these 
intersections, concluding that warrants at neither are 
met at this time, although a flashing beacon will be 
provided at Highbridge Road. Studies will continue to 
be performed periodically to determine if the need for 
a signal arises. Warrant studies at all unsignalized 
intersections will be performed during the final design 
stage. 

9. The Selected Alternate proposes a 6-Lane Divided section 
from MD 197 westerly to MD 704. Six lanes are required 
to meet capacity requirements in this area. Closed 
section was selected to minimize the width of impact and 
allow safe provision of a multi-use trail. 
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10. It is unlikely that roadway construction projects 

currently underway in the vicinity of MD 450 (e.g. MD 
450/MD 564 interchange and 1-595) will be on-going if 
and when MD 450 is advertised for construction. 
Maintenance of traffic plans will be developed during 
the final design phase to minimize disruptions of roadway 
capacity during construction, especially at the peak 
hours. 

11. The centerline of the proposed alignment between Conrail 
and MD 197 will close to evenly split the dedicated 
corridor because the improvement approaching the MD 197 
intersection requires close to the entire width of the 
right-of-way. 

12. Detailed noise studies were completed during project 
planning. NSA 13, within the residential area along the 
proposed elevated portion of the roadway, does not meet 
cost criteria for evaluating noise barriers any further. 
Privacy screening will be provided along the north side 
of the roadway in this area. 

13. The proposed profile, developed during the Detailed 
Studies Stage of project planning, will result in an 
improved sight distance to meet a 50 mph design speed 
criteria for the entire project. 

14. See Response s. above. 
15. See Response j. above. 
16. Storm drain and stormwater management designs are 

performed during final design. All State environmental 
regulatory processes will be carried out. SHA will 
coordinate final design issues including storm drain 
design with the City of Bowie. 

Mr. William S. Seller 

1. The zoning reflected for a parcel of land southwest of 
the Existing Conrail Bridge is shown incorrectly on 
Environmental Assessment Figures 5 and 6 as Commercial, 
it should be Rural Residential. 

2. Supports City Council position, particularly Option Wl. 
3. Opposes 6-Lane Alternate and questions the quality of 

the EA analysis of secondary impact resulting from this 
alternate. 

4. Believes that a 4 or 6-Lane highway will have a 
significant effect on the State, whereas the EA says it 
will not. 

5. The environmental document should analyze the overall 
effect of existing and proposed highways in the Bowie 
area. 
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Responses; 

1. The mapping error has been resolved. This exhibit was 
for illustration purposes only and did not influence 
traffic forecasts or any other aspect of the studies. 

2. Option W2 has been selected; see Response b.i5. 
3. The Selected Alternate, a combination of 4 and 6-lane 

typical sections, was developed as a result of extensive 
coordination with local, state and federal agencies, 
elected officials and citizens. See Response v.5. The 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) describes the 
results of the impact analysis from the proposed 
improvements ranging from property values to 
accessibility to visibility. The proposed improvements 
are consistent with state and local needs inventories 
and master plans. 

4. Although improvement of MD 450 has extreme local 
importance for residents and businesses and regional 
importance for commuters, the project does not have 
statewide importance in comparison to projects such as 
the widening or new construction of interstate highways. 

5. MD 450 project planning was performed in consideration 
of and coordination with all existing and proposed travel 
corridors in the study area.  See Response v.5. 

Mr. Robert P. Slaby 

Comments; 

1. SHA is without funds to build the 6-Lane Alternate. 
2. SHA does not have funds to extend MD 450 improvements 

east of Moylan/Trinity Drives. 
3. See Comment b. above regarding support for the 4-Lane 

Alternate. 
4. See Comment j. above regarding support for Option W2. 
5. See Comment n. above regarding support for Option E4. 

Responses; 

1&2. There is no difference between the 4-Lane Alternate and 
6-Lane Alternate in terms of funding status. The project 
is currently funded for planning only. Upon receipt of 
Location/Design approval for the Selected Alternate, 
the project will become eligible for inclusion in future 
programs for design, right-of-way and construction. 

Until early 1990, Prince George's County had funding and 
design forces in place for the construction of MD 450 
as a four lane highway from Highbridge Road to 
Moylan/Trinity Drives.    The construction of  this 
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improvement would have left a typical section 
discontinuity between Moylan/Trinity Drives and 
Stonybrook Drives that would have remained for several 
years until SHA identified funds for construction. To 
eliminate this discontinuity, SHA initiated plans to 
construct an interim improvement consisting of a 4-lane 
undivided typical section that would have been 
constructed near the same time as the County project. 

The need to develop this interim improvement became 
eliminated when the County dropped plans to improve MD 
450 due to a change in funding priorities. 

3. See Response b. above. 
4. See Response j. above. 
5. See Response n. above. 

Mr. Robert K. Cowles 

Comments; 

1. See Comment f. above regarding support for the widening 
of MD 450. 

2. Concerned with safety of school children. 
3. Recommends construction of a pedestrian overpass or 

pedestrian activated signal. 
4. Concerned with sight distance problems at crest in the 

road east of Moylan/Trinity Drives. 
5. Requests a barrier to protect children playing in the 

parking lot in front of the school. 
6. Requests sidewalk along MD 450 in front of the school. 
7. Concerned with the difficulty that vehicles may 

experience turning left onto MD 450 from church/school. 
A traffic signal would help. 

Responses: 

1.   See Response f. above. 

2&3. The State Highway Administration is committed to 
providing safe accommodation for pedestrians throughout 
the MD 450 project. A raised median is proposed which 
would serve as a pedestrian refuge. Other safety 
features proposed include pedestrian crosswalk markings 
and pedestrian activated signal phases. 

SHA conducted a study of pedestrian overpass feasibility 
for MD 450 in Bowie using traffic counts, pedestrian 
counts, accident history and national research conducted 
on this topic. The study considered two locations for 
overpasses — St. Pius X Church and School and Bowie High 
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School, as well as a single overpass to serve both 
locations. • The results indicate that a pedestrian 
overpass, which would cost an estimated $795,000, is not 
warranted in Bowie. 

4. The proposed profile for the Selected Alternate includes 
grade improvement east of Moylan/Trinity Drives resulting 
in sight distance adequate for a 50 mph design speed. 

5. Curbing is proposed on both sides of the road through 
this area. During the final design stage, such 
provisions as guard rail, privacy screening and fencing 
will be evaluated. The barrier-type curbing proposed 
(vertical face) is a much greater deterrent to vehicles 
leaving the roadway than the current open section. 

6. Sidewalk is proposed along the south roadway edge, and 
an 8' wide multi-use trail is proposed along the north 
edge. 

7. The maps in the FONSI have been corrected to indicate 
the median break that will be provided. Left turn access 
will be provided only at the west entrance which will 
be relocated approximately 150' to the west to create 
more distance from Moylan/Trinity Drives. The east 
entrance will become right-in, right-out only. Traffic 
signals at Moylan/Trinity Drives, 800'+ to the east and 
MD 197 1500'+ to the west will help create gaps in 
traffic flow for vehicles to turn left. Traffic signal 
warrants will be evaluated during final design. 

z.   Mr. Timothy J. Seppi 

Comment; 

Recommends closing Martha's Choice Circle because of 
short-cutting. 

Response: 

This closure would be inconsistent with the local master 
plan (Bowie-Collington-Mitchellville and Vicinity-1990), would 
diminish local land service and would create a circuitous route 
for emergency vehicles stationed in Bowie. 

aa.  Ms. Laura Cord 

Comments; 

1. Requests hiker-biker trail. 
2. The final grading for the trail should be done at the 

same time the grading is being prepared for the road. 
3. See Comment b. above regarding support for the 4-Lane 

Alternate. 
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Responses; 

1&2. A multi-use trail is proposed on the north side of MD 
450 for the entire length of the project except east of 
Race Track Rd. Where an outer curb is to be initially 
constructed, the trail would be 8 feet in width and would 
be set back 5' from the face of curb. Where an outer 
shoulder is initially constructed, the multi-use trail 
would utilize the shoulder until the ultimate outer curb 
is constructed. Funds permitting, ultimate roadway 
slopes would be constructed initially. 

bb.  Landis Plummer 

Comments: 

1. Questions adequacy of safety measures for school 
children. 

2. Questions need to widen MD 450 east of MD 197. Bottle- 
necking will force traffic to use city side streets. 
Traffic should be forced to use 1-595 to reach MD 3. 

3. What type of buffer is planned along Tilbury Lane? 

Responses: 

1. See Response y. 2 & 3. 
2. Studies indicate that traffic volumes at each of the five 

major MD 450 intersections east of MD 197 will exceed 
the capacity of these intersections by as much as 62%, 
resulting in forced flow conditions (Level of Service 
'F') if no improvements are provided. In such a case, 
traffic will likely seek relief using residential side 
roads. 

MD 450 will fill the growing need for both commuter 
traffic capacity in this corridor and the need for 
adequate and safe accessibility to adjacent properties. 
Most long distance east-west commuter traffic is expected 
to use US 50 which is being reconstructed to Interstate 
status. 

3. Comprehensive landscape studies will be undertaken by 
SHA and the City of Bowie. Particular emphasis will be 
placed on residential areas and a streetscape plan for 
the Bowie central business district. Final decisions 
will be made during the design phase. Consideration of 
privacy screening and vegetative buffering will be 
included in these studies. 
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cc.  Mr. Donald L. Montgomery 

Comments; 

1. What is the proximity of Galaxy Lane homes to MD 450? 
2. West of MD 197, why wasn't an alignment further to the 

south studied (e.g. along Gallant Fox Lane)? 
3. Are any Galaxy Lane homes to be razed? 
4. What are noise level forecasts? 
5. What will be the effect on home values? 
6. What are the plans for vegetative buffers? 

Responses; 

1. Homes on the south side of Galaxy Lane will be 
approximately 80' to 120' from the closest edge of the 
ultimate pavement. 

2. The planned alignment running just south of Galaxy Lane 
between the Conrail Railroad and MD 197 has been reserved 
for highway purposes since 1964 and is consistent with 
the Adopted Master Plan for Bowie-Collington- 
Mitchellville and Vicinity, dated 1990. An alignment 
shift to the south would require extensive commercial 
displacements within Bowie Business Park, and residential 
displacements east of MD 197. 

3. No residential displacements are anticipated in the 
vicinity of Galaxy Lane. 

4. See Response g. 
The analysis of noise levels at Noise Sensitive Area 
(NSA) 13 on the south side of Galaxy Lane indicates a 
potential noise level of 69 dBA with the Selected 
Alternate in the year 2015. This exceeds the FHWA design 
guideline of 67 dBA. 

5. The improvements to MD 450 are not likely to have a 
beneficial effect on values of residences immediately 
adjacent to the alignment. 

6. See Response bb.3. regarding landscape studies. 

dd.  Mr. Thomas Legis 

Comments: 

1. What are the projected noise levels and planned abatement 
measures, particularly along Parallel Road? 

2. Is property required from the Holmehurst West subdivision 
and specifically at 11804 Parallel Road? 

3. Will any utility outages occur as a result of 
construction? 

4. Will there by any berming to act as a buffer between the 
new roadway and the development? 
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5. Is any legal recourse available to assure noise 

abatement? 

Responses; 

1. See Response g. regarding noise evaluation criteria and 
abatement policies. The Holmehurst West subdivision was 
analyzed using NSA 21 which has a current ambient level 
of 61 dBA and a projected noise level of 65 dBA for the 
year 2015 with the Selected Alternate built. This noise 
level does not meet federal criteria to warrant abatement 
consideration. 

2. Project planning studies show that a minor amount of 
right-of-way or easement is required from 11804 Parallel 
Road to provide roadway grading. A more precise 
determination of impacts and coordination with property 
owners will be made during final design. 

3. Utility outages sometimes occur during the construction 
phase; however, reasonable caution will be exercised 
during the construction phase with the aid of complete 
utility indications and proper notations on the contract 
plans to avoid unforeseen service interruption. 

4. There is insufficient R/W available adjacent to this 
community for berming to effectively separate the 
community from the proposed highway improvements. 

5. The determination of warrants for noise abatement 
associated with State highways is under the sole 
jurisdiction of the SHA. Litigation may challenge the 
process used to determine the • warrants but not the 
warrants themselves or decisions as to specific noise 
abatement implementation. 

ee.  Mr. James E. Lyons 

Comments: 

1. See Comment e. regarding support for the 6-Lane 
Alternate. 

2. See Comment k. regarding support for Option W3. 
3. Urges coordination among all parties involved to provide 

accessibility to businesses. 
4. Supports median cross-over spacing preferred by the 

affected businesses between Stonybrook Drive and Superior 
Lane. 

5. See Comment g. regarding support for MD 197 Option 3. 
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Responses: 

1. See Response e. regarding the number of Lanes associated 
with the Selected Alternate. 

2. See Response k. regarding the disposition of the Existing 
Conrail Bridge. 

3&4. Extensive coordination with business owners east of 
Highbridge Road, the City of Bowie, the Bowie Chamber 
of Commerce and area residents has been made a part of 
this study. The decision to keep the Existing Conrail 
Bridge open and the connection of Relocated and Existing 
MO 450 via a slip ramp and two other connections will 
result in adequate access to businesses along Existing 
MD 450. 

A mountable median, for emergency vehicles only, is 
proposed in front of the Bowie Volunteer Fire Department. 
A median opening is proposed just east of the fire 
station for eastbound access to the Freestate Shopping 
Center. Based on SHA criteria, a 750' minimum spacing 
for median openings was sought where possible. 

As with the segment between Stonybrook/Millstream Drive 
and Superior Lanes, coordination with businesses between 
Superior Lane and Race Track Rd. has resulted in mutually 
agreeable access design. 

5. See Response g. regarding proposed improvements to MD 
197. 

ff.  Mr. Charles J. Ryan III 

Comments: 

1. Supports Option W2 (See Comment j. regarding disposition 
of the following Conrail Bridge). 

2. Supports relocation between Highbridge Rd. and 
Moylan/Trinity Drives. If Conrail Bridge would be 
closed, support is shifted to improving MD 450 along 
existing alignment. 

3. Questions lack of recognition of A-44 in drawings. 

Responses: 

1. See Response j. regarding disposition of the Existing 
Conrail Bridge. 

2. The relocated alignment is included with the Selected 
Alternate. 
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3. Because proposed A-44 is not a part of the State Highway 

network, is unfunded and has an uncertain future, it is 
not a consideration in this study. However, based on 
what information is known about A-44, nothing in the 
proposed design of MD 450 would preclude A-44. 

gg.  Mr. Linwood R. Nelson 

Comments; 

1. Will any right-of-way acquisition be required at 11810 
Parallel Road? 

2. Will noise barriers be provided? 
3. Will sidewalk be provided? 

Responses; 

1. Studies indicate no taking from this property. Precise 
right-of-way requirements will be determined during the 
subsequent design phase. 

2. See Response q. regarding noise evaluation criteria and 
abatement policy and Response dd.l. regarding noise study 
results for the Parallel Road area. 

3. Currently, no sidewalk is planned in this area. A multi- 
use trail is planned behind the north curbline. 

hh.  Mr. Richard T. Ziegler 

Comments; 

1. See Comment e. regarding the support for the 6-Lane 
Alternate. 

2. Requests consideration of a median break opposite the 
Bowie Volunteer Fire station. 

3. Urges underground relocation of utilities. 
4. Requests special emphasis on landscape design. 
5. See Comment p. regarding request for accelerated 

construction schedule. 

Responses; 

1. See Response e. regarding the number of lanes associated 
with the Selected Alternate. 

2. See Response ee. 3. & 4. regarding proposed median cross- 
over spacing. 

3. See Response s. regarding underground utility relocation. 
4. See Response bb.3. regarding proposed landscape plans. 
5. See Response p. regarding construction schedule. 
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ii.   Ms. Kathy Coakley 

Comment; 

The proposed access to the Hilltop Plaza Shopping Center 
is acceptable. 

No response required. 

j j.  Ms. Mary Whitcomb 

Comments; 

1. Urges hiker-biker trail on north side of MD 450. 
2. Has the proposed regional community center to be located 

on Glenn Dale Road, been accounted for in roadway and 
hiker/biker trail design? 

Responses; 

1. See Response aa. 1 & 2 regarding proposed trail design. 
2. Since this regional community center has been included 

in master plans, traffic forecasts and subsequent 
intersection lane configurations have adequately 
addressed the proposed center. This study has not 
considered providing a multi-use trail on roadways 
intersecting MD 450. 

kk.  Ms. Bryna Anton 

Comment: 

Is the destruction of Bowie with a super highway the goal 
of this project? 

Response; 

The proposed four lane improvements through Bowie are 
consistent with local master plans and will provide a vast 
improvement in capacity and safety while maintaining a "main 
street" quality by means of landscaping and pedestrian 
considerations. The roadway will have uncontrolled access 
which, with turning lanes, will allow MD 450 to continue its 
dual role 'of carrying through traffic and providing access to 
adjacent properties. 
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11.  Mr. John J. O'Neill 

Comments: 

1. Will noise barriers be provided on MD 197? 
2. What is meant by 4' grade reduction on MD 197? 

Responses; 

1. See Response g. regarding noise criteria and mitigation 
policy. Noise barriers were analyzed at this location 
but found not to meet cost-effectiveness criteria. 

2. The grade reduction, one alternative considered for 
improving MD 197 sight distance, would have reduced the 
amount that the roadway sits above the backyard of the 
O'Neill residence to about 2'. This alternative was not 
selected. 

mm.  Mr. Thorn Donnelly, D. H. Bueridge, Theresa Malczynski, Mr. 
Richard M. Talbott, Ms. Clara J. Cunningham. 

Comments: 

1. See Comment q. regarding noise concerns. 
2. Suggest an earth berm or heavy screening. 
3. Absence of physical barrier would result in safety threat 

to life and property. 
4. Higher risk of accidents and break-ins. 
5. Concerned with air quality. 
6. Will roadway widening worsen drainage problems such as 

negating the effects of a french drain installed by the 
City of Bowie? 

7. Will roadway improvements reduce resale values of homes? 

Responses: 

1. See Response q. regarding noise criteria and abatement 
policies. Noise mitigation in the Marne Lane area was 
found to be cost ineffective. 

2. There is insufficient right-of-way, without property 
owner dedications, for earth berms. Vegetative buffering 
and privacy screening will be investigated during final 
design. 

3. Along Marne Lane, the proposed improvements will leave 
80-130' between the proposed curb line and residences. 
Vertical faced curb proposed with the Selected Alternate, 
in combination with the distances that properties are 
set back from the road, result in a low probability that 
errant vehicles will enter properties. 
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4. SHA is unaware of any evidence from studies on similar 

projects to support the claim of increased crime due to 
highway improvements. 

5. The State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards for 
carbon monoxide will not be exceeded with the Selected 
Alternate. Roadway congestion associated with the No- 
Build Alternate would result in higher carbon monoxide 
concentrations. 

6. Storm drain design is addressed at the Final Design stage 
of the project, subsequent to Location/Design approval. 
Storm drainage will be implemented in such a way that 
the rate of discharges from SHA right-of-way do not 
increase by more than 10% before stormwater management 
quantity control measures are implemented, and ponding 
levels do not increase at all. SHA will coordinate final 
drainage design with the City of Bowie. 

7. See Response cc.5 regarding impacts of roadway widening 
on real estate values. 

nn.  Mr. G. Charles Moore 

Comment; 

Requests 30 day extension to the February 20, 1989 
deadline for submitting comments for inclusion in the project 
record. 

Response: 

City of Bowie comments contained in their letter of March 
17, 1989 were included in the public hearing transcript. 

oo.  Mr. Richard Rendon 

Comment: 

Requests revision of wetland designation and proposed 
right-of-way lines. 

Response: 

Subsequent review of this property in conjunction with 
Prince George's County has resulted in a revised development 
plan which recognizes wetlands. 
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pp.  Mr. & Mrs. Doug Fineberg 

Comments: 

1. Threaten litigation to achieve pedestrian overpass near 
Bowie High School. 

2. Oppose tree demolition in Bowie. 

Responses; 

1. The State Highway Administration is committed to 
providing safe accommodation for pedestrians throughout 
the MD 450 project. A raised median is proposed which 
would serve as a pedestrian refuge. Other safety 
features proposed include pedestrian crosswalk markings 
and pedestrian activated signal phases. 

SHA conducted a study of pedestrian overpass feasibility 
for MD 450 in Bowie using traffic counts, pedestrian 
counts, accident history and national research conducted 
on this topic. The study considered two locations for 
overpasses — St. Pius X Church and School and Bowie High 
School. The results indicate that a pedestrian overpass, 
which would cost an estimated $795,000 is not warranted 
in Bowie. 

2. See Response v.7 regarding tree demolition, 

gg.   Senator Leo E. Green 

Comment: 

Calls attention to letter by Mr. Richard T. Ziegler (See 
Comment hh.) 

Response; 

See Response hh. 

rr.  Ms. Diane M. Nemeth 

Comment; 

Requests copy of prints showing proposed options for the 
MD 450/MD 704 intersection. 

Response; 

Prints were furnished as requested. 
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ss.   Senator Leo S. Green 

Comment; 

Follow-up as to concerns of Norman E. Dye and Larry E. 
Alverson (See Comment q. regarding noise concerns). 

Response: 

See Response g. 

tt.   Senator Leo E. Green 

Comment; 

Concerned with access to the Hatcher property — 9624 
Annapolis Road. 

Response; 

Access in the westbound direction to Mr. Nathaniel A. 
Hatcher's property will not change. Access from the eastbound 
direction will require a U-turn at Forbes Boulevard. It is 
anticipated that the MD 450/Forbes Blvd. intersection will be 
signalized upon or soon after the construction of MD 450 
improvements. 

uu»  Mr. J. L. Holding, M.D. 

Comments: 

1. See Comment g. regarding support for MD 197 Option 3. 
2. Opposes a connecting road between Gallant Fox Lane and 

Existing MD 450 for reasons of cost, maintenance, safety 
and wetland impact. 

Responses; 

1. See Response g. regarding the MD 197 chosen as part of 
the Selected Alternate. 

2. SHA will not provide funding for the Bowie Business Park 
connecting roadway. 

w.  Ms. Nancy J. Fineberg 

Comment; 

Requests a pedestrian overpass in Bowie. 
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Response; 

See Response pp. regarding pedestrian overpass study- 
results. 

ww.  Mr. Richard J. Logue (Mayor, City of Bowie) 

Comments; 

The following comments were submitted to supplement the 
City Council position presented at the public hearing and are 
based on Council's review of the Environmental Assessment: 

1. SHA should conduct 4(f) study for Parcel F. 
2. Noise impact to Whitemarsh Park should be addressed in 

more detail. 
3. 8' wide trails should be used throughout and separated 

from the road by at least a 4' backing. An 8' trail 
should also be built in open typical sections. 

4. Further study of access and buffering of St. Pius X 
Church should be undertaken. 

5. Left turn storage lanes are recommended at all median 
crossovers. 

6. Supports 4-Lane roadway with a median ranging from 1' 
to 16'. 

7. Requests opportunity to review landscaping and 
reforestation plan for disturbed area in the vicinity 
of Whitemarsh Park. 

8. Opposes W3. 
9. Requests sight and sound protection for all affected 

properties. Requests buffering and setback studies for 
selected locations.  Requests tree removal plan. 

10. Supports 4-Lane Alternate due to costs. 
11. Such measures as reduced median widths, use of 2:1 side 

slopes and retaining walls should be used to avoid 
impacts to 4(f) resources. 

12. Buffering and roadway setback options should be explored 
at the following locations: 

a) Along the south side of Route 450 for properties 
on Tilbury Lane and Belair Drive; 

b) Along the north side of Route 450 in the vicinity 
of the Belair Town townhouses. 

13. A plan detailing limits of disturbance and tree removal 
should be submitted to the City for review. 

14. Supports closure of the Existing Conrail Bridge. 
15. Supports Option E4. 

VI-24 



/If* 
Responses; 

1. Parcel F (west of the Conrail railroad), which is now 
being considered for use as a City of Bowie park, is 
planned as two park segments separated by the proposed 
relocation of MD 450. The relocation of MD 450 into this 
area was included in the Bowie-Collington and Vicinity 
Master Plan, 1970 and is included in the 1990 version 
of the Master Plan. As indicated in these master plans, 
proposed A-44 would also bisect this property in a north- 
south direction if it is ever built. When the City 
purchased Parcel F in 1982 and 1984, a corridor to 
accommodate the relocation of MD 450 as a 4-6 lane 
arterial highway in a 120-150 foot right-of-way had 
already been reserved through this area by Bowie and 
M-NCPPC, at least since 1970, as indicated in the adopted 
and approved master plan for that year. Attachments to 
the City of Bowie's letter, dated August 24, 1987 in the 
Agency Coordination section, document this highway 
reservation and the fact that the future parkland is to 
be developed as two halves north and south of the 
relocation. 

Consequently, the requirements of Section 4(f) do not 
apply to the subsequent highway construction on the 
reserved right-of-way as previously planned. No impacts 
to this proposed facility are anticipated and a Section 
4(f) analysis-is not warranted. 

Retaining walls are an expensive construction method 
utilized to mitigate substantial impacts. Since there 
are no impacts to the future park, retaining walls cannot 
be considered. 

A noise analysis was performed at Parcel F and reported 
as NSA 32 in the Environmental Assessment. FHWA noise 
design guidelines were not exceeded at this location for 
any alternate.  Noise abatement is not warranted. 

2. A noise analysis was performed at Whitemarsh Park. NSA 
4 was taken as representative of the proposed noise 
conditions. FHWA noise design guidelines were not 
exceeded at this location for the Selected Alternate. 
Therefore, noise abatement is not warranted. 
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3. As indicated on the typical sections (Figure 8) in the 

Environmental Document, an 8' wide multi-use trail, set 
back 5' from the curb, is proposed along the north side 
for the Bowie portion of the project. A sidewalk is 
proposed along the south side of the road from MD 197 
to Race Track Road. East of Race Track Road, where open 
section is proposed, the 10' wide open shoulder will 
accommodate the longitudinal trail. 

4. Optimum access is proposed at St. Pius X Church. Left 
turn access will be provided only at the west entrance 
which will be relocated approximately 150' to the west 
to create more distance from Moylan/Trinity Drives. The 
east entrance will become right-in, right-out only. 
Traffic signals at Moylan/Trinity Drives, 800'+ to the 
east and MD 197, 1500*+ to the west will help create gaps 
in traffic flow for vehicles to turn left. Traffic 
signal warrants will be evaluated during final design. 

5. Left turn storage lanes are proposed at all median 
crossovers. 

6. See Response to Items a. through f. in this section 
regarding the number of lanes proposed with the Selected 
Alternate. See Response v.3 regarding proposed median 
width. 

7. See Response v.7 regarding woodland impacts. Landscaping 
studies throughout the project will be undertaken during 
final design and coordinated with Bowie Streetscape 
studies. 

8. See Response to Items i. through 1. regarding disposition 
of Existing MD 450 west of MD 197. 

9. See Response bb.3 regarding proposed landscape studies. 
See Response q. regarding noise study results. 

10. See Response to Items a. through f. in this section 
regarding the number of lanes proposed with the Selected 
Alternate. 

11. Retaining walls will be provided at Whitemarsh and the 
at Sussex Lane Recreational Area to avoid right-of-way 
impacts to these resources. As requested by M-NCPPC, 
2:1 slopes will be provided at the proposed Archer Tract 
Park property. 

12. See Response bb.3 regarding landscape studies. 
13. See Response v.7 regarding woodland impacts and 

mitigation. 
14. See Response to Items i. through 1. regarding the 

disposition of Existing MD 450 west of MD 197. 
15. See Response to Items 1. through m. regarding the 

disposition of Existing MD 450 east of MD 197. 
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Greater Bowie 
Chamber of Commerce 

December   28,   1988 OtC ^ lS£8 

^rsM-^ 
Mr. Neil Pederson, Director 
Dept. of Preliminary Planning and Engineering 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
state Highway Administration 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD  21201 

Dear  Mtt/JfeiZezson: 

breakfas'fmSting^ Your o^nt^1"9  ^   reCent Ch•b^  of 

received  bj"  J Si-bS! ^"Sp^ciStrrySria1^^  "¥*  "J11" your  schedule  to  be  with us.     pp eciaced  your  taking   the   time   from 

perhaps^thr^ah^l^hn"^63' 0f yOU which  could  be  handled, 

I would  strongly  favor  a personal meeting  with  vou  at  vnnr 

reached   at   (301)   262-0920. y I  can  be 

6770 Race Track Road   Bowie, mD 20715   262-0920 
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I thank you for your conscientious efforts and look forward to 
nearmg from you. ^-a^ uu 

Sincerelv, 

'Betsy Burian 
Executive Director 

cc:  Kathy Coakley (for Frank Storch), Hilltop Plaza 
Marc Lauricella (for Lou Sachs), Free State MaU 
Richard Ziegler, The Market Place 

BBrbjb 
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Note:    The 1991-1996 CTP indicates MD 
for project planning only. 

450 is still fi 

Maryland Department ofTranspbrtation 
State Highway Administration 

/ 0 
Richard H. Trainer 
Secretarv 

Hal Kassoff 
Aomimsirator 

r eoruary 
Ms. Betsy Burian 
Executive Director 
Greater Bowie Chamber of Commerct 
6770 Race Track Road 
Bowie, Maryland 20715 

Dear Ms. Burian: 

Thank you for your letter s 
450 in the Bowie central busines 
coincide with the relocated segm 
George's County. 

The 1989-1994 Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) is 
now before the General Assembly por approval.  The CTP limits 
funding of the MD 450 project to 
of its current status.  When loc 

.4, 1989 

uggesting that improvements to MD 
district be accelerated to 

ant now being designed by Prince 

project planning in recognition 
ation and design approvals are 
compete with other projects for achieved, the project would then 

inclusion in our program for subsequent phases.  Because we 
expect to achieve location and design approvals later this year, 
portions of the project could advance in the program next year 
for design and right-of-way acquisition phases dependent upon 
priorities and funding.  Based oa current funding levels it is 
unlikely that construction funding for other than short sections 
funded under our special project 
before the mid 1990's 

Should the Department be gr 
construction priorities would be 
with County elected officials 

I would be pleased to discu 
Chamber representatives in more 
call my office if you would like 

s program will become available 

anted a revenue increase, 
determined through consultation 

ss this with you and other 
detail is you so desire.  Please 
to arrange a meeting. 

Very truly yours, 

Qm ) fjeMMj*- 

Ne 
Of 
P 

NJP:ds 
cc:  Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr, 

...Mr. 

Hal Kassoff 
Michael Snyder 
Jack F. Ross 
Louis H. Ege, Jr 
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Teletypewriter for 
383-7555  Baltimore  Metro  -  565-0451 D.C 

707  North  Calvert   St.,  Ba 

il J. Pedersen, Director 
fice of Planning and 
eliminary Engineering 

333-1110 
301) 

Impaired Hearing or Speech 
Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide  Toll Free 

Itlmore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATIONnr 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS  "" 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450        !••.; • 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

NAME       CfiA-i-   SeH/oetDefr- DATE-L^ZLL£2. 

PmNT-E    ADDRESS     3'^3    TUJ,AJ      C;T  

CITY/TQWN   fe&ujiz: STATP  Mp ZIP r.nnp Pf-T/J 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

ffl- 

MnVLA*j/-n>.,AjiTy      V^Q^S 

Response: 

 Option E4 has been selected.  This option will result in  

the extension of Twin Cedar Lane across Existing MD 450 to intersect 

Twisting Lane as indicated on the original plans for the Tulip Grove 

subdivision.  Existing MD 450 will be closed between MD 197 and 

Moylan/Trinity Drives, with the roadbed remaining as a multi-use 

trail.  Existing MD 450 (to the west) will form a T-intersection at 

MD 197, 

(35 Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

_ J Please detete my/our name(s) from  the Mailing List. 

•Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 ^ ""; 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

NAME 

PLEASE 
PRINT 

friary, ^^k',^ nA-n=Givi   .tf.llfl 

ADDBF««    ^?/y      klh^lQe.      P&Oy   ^03 

CITY/TOWN   ^fPg/nbi-i" STATF   ^A ZIP   C.nnpJC7'7() 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

VSp*- 70¥.    rl fajfto&   &rtj€fao A&*t<iu) H'/AL> ~ 

tfidmaJ) Aft' LOLM mu^Qj "MM LcLL^ AJ^U^IU. 

(\k  £uch, AD H* Edffftt/io. Audii^-i^&r ' vu     ' 

IMMML,    OMJUIM   aJJbL fj^Au^ ^/<n )M*ul/. *fSASi~ 

£(k\.(MMA)aJJk<J ftte.lW/rLS&j. hctitHtxU&AD 

fa* ps^j* * JIA&UL * /U//M/J<U. ^UX aJM. 

r^ Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

1 Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

• Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 

vi-31 



/^3 

Responses to Ms. Diane Thompkins 

1. Lincoln residents access MD 450 by means of Baltimore Lane. When MD 450 
becomes divided, a median opening will be provided at Baltimore Lane so 
that access patterns to this community are not substantially changed. 
Traffic volumes on MD 450 are forecasted to increase substantially in this 
area. However, the proposed improvements include a left turn storage lane 
for vehicles entering the community. Traffic signals at Forbes Blvd. to 
the wast and MD 704 to the east will help provide gaps in traffic flow for 
vehicles accessing or turning from Baltimore Lane. 

2. An interchange at U.S. 50 and MD 193 (Enterprise Road) would not affect 
access to the Lincoln Vista Community. 

3. SHA attended community meetings to discuss project issues with the Lincoln 
Vista Community Association on April 7, 1989 and the Glenwood Park Civic 
Association on April 11, 1990. 
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CITY HALL • BOWIE, MARYLAND 20715 • 262-6200 • TDD 262-5013 

RECEIVED 
JAN  30  1989 

DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF 
INNING & PRELIMINARY ENGiNEERUB 

January 24, 1989 

Mr. Nej-i reaettion, i^neccoj." 
Department of Preliminary Planning and Engineering 
Maryland State Department of Transportation 
State Highv/ay Administration 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

Re:  Route 450 Upgrade 

Dear Mr. Pederson: 

As this  project 
impact on 

reaches final design stage, there; will 
probably be impact on many of the utilities along thi.-r right of 
way. The City Council strongly believes that all aboveground 
utilities being relocated should be placed underground to maximize 
the community benefits of this new highway project. Please arrange 
for planning on this project to include these modifications to the 
utilities. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

G. Charles Moore 
City Manager 

GCM/asf 

cc:  City Council 
Jim Novak 
Jim Cronk 
Hon. Leo Green 
Hon. Mary Conroy 
Hon. Joan Pitkin 
Hon. Charles Rvan 

4-) 

MAYOR 
RICHARD  J.  LOGUE 

MAYOR 
PRO TEM 

JACK 0. JENKINS 

COUNCIL 
MICHAEL   F.  OIMARIO   •   EUGENE   F.   KILEY   •   RICHARD   D.   PADGETT 

WALTER   Q.   PLANET   •   G.   FREDERICK   ROBINSON 
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February 17, 1989 

Mr. G. Charles Moore 
City Manager, City of Bowie 
City Hall 
2614 Kenhill Drive 
Bowie, Maryland 20715 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

Thank you for your letter of January 24th requestinc that 
all above-ground utilities being relocated in conjunction with 
the proposed improvement of MD 450 within the City of Bowie be 
placed underground. 

Because there is only limited right-of-way available, 
placing additional utilities underground may require additional 
right-of-way and preclude some landscape features the City 
previously requested.  All additional costs associated with 
placing overhead utilities underground, including additional 
right-of-way acquisition, would be the responsibility of the Citv 
of Bowie. J 

Please don't hesitate to contact me or Neil J. Pedersen 
Director, Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineerina, if you 
have any questions.  Neil may be reached at 333-1110. 

Sincerely, 

HAL KASSOrr ' 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/t 

cc:  Mr. James R. Novak 
Mr. M.S. Caltrider 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 

bcc: iMr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Edward A. Payne 
Mr. Rowland M. Rushworth 
Ms. Kathleen A. Coakley 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION,-.' 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR  COMMENTS" - ]. 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450       fr, . 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO    '^ ' 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

't. ii '83 

NAME        ^'4~  /X *&/<*"?* DATE-Z^^Z— 

PRmT86     ADDRESS V-^^"^    T^sV/*/^       AW-  

CITY/TOWN    /*/'*//'***/' STATF       ^4^ 7|p   r.onp    ^•^2'^— 

l/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

—— .   . ^        ^ 

/fV- • :  
/ s4-0-*i ^' •\sc*-<s . 

Response: 

 This property is outside the project limits, approximately 

1/2 mile west of Whitfield Chapel Road and is not affected by 

the improvements proposed under this project. 

M 
^^Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

J Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

• Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through  the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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STATEMENT OF 

GLENN T. HARRELL, JR. 
ON BEHALF OF 

HUNTMAR EQUITIES 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP 
("Bowie Business Park") 

My remarks tonight are on behalf of Huntmar Equities Limited 

Partnership, owner of the approximately 11.8+ acres located in 

the northwest quadrant of existing Route 450 and Route 197, otherwise 

referred to as the "Bowie Business Park".  Other than an asphalt 

parking lot, the property is currently only developed with the 

Brady Building directly in the corner of the Rte. 450/Rte. 197 

intersection.  Vehicular access to the property is currently via 

Gallant Fox Lane to Route 197. 

A preliminary plan of resubdivision has recently been approved 

by the MNCPPC for the entire site (#4-88220) which will resubdivide 

it into six (6) parcels, 'A' through 'F*, inclusive of the existing 

Brady Building.  One of those parcels is under contract to be sold 

and developed with a sit-down restaurant.  The balance of the 

parcels will be developed with a bank, another restaurant, and 

townhouse office condominiums.  There is a substantial amount of 

wetlands and 100 year floodplain on the site.  The development 

approvals obtained thus far from the County Department of Environmental 

Resources, the Corps of Engineers, the State Department of the 

Environment, and the City of Bowie carefully balance my client's 

development plans against the physical conditions on the site. 

This balance, and the fact that some of the Build Alternatives 

before us this evening would upset that balance, brings us before 

you to express our position. 
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With regard to the MD. 197 Options, we support rhe inclusion 

of the median opening at Gallant Fox Lane and Route 197.  The 

continuance of the ability of traffic to make both north and 

southbound turns from Gallant Fox onto Route 197 is important to 

the Bowie Business Park, the Bowie Professional Center (townhouse 

office condos), the MacDonald's, the Citizen's Bank, and the 

undeveloped, industrially-zoned property at the railroad tracks 

and Gallant Fox Lane (which is not owned by Huntmar).  However, 

we do not support the "possible connecting road by others" that 

is shown on Options 2A and 2B as traversing our client's property 

between Gallant Fox Lane and existing Route 450.  Inasmuch as such 

a road would serve traffic generated by projects besides Huntmar1s, 

any such road should be a public responsibility to construct. 

Moreover, the constrution of such a road would require extensive 

revisions and probable additional commitments in exchange for 

revisions to the already approved permits to disturb the wetlands 

and/or 100 year foodplain.  If, in the final analysis, the SHA 

deems it necessary to construct with public funds the proposed 

connection between Gallant Fox Lane and existing Route 450 over 

Huntmar's property, Huntmar would be willing to provide at no cost 

to the SHA an easement for a 24' wide right-of-way in an alignment 

that does not impinge on its already approved development plan 

approvals. 

With regard to the Conrail Railroad Bridge on Route 450, 

Huntmar endorses Option W2-Bridge Rehabilitation.  It is obvious 

the existing structure is in distress.  Mr. Snyder and we have      '-^ 

been in communication about its condition for several months. 
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The erosion, and resultant siltation, of its supporting slope, 

as well as the decay of the structure itself, have lead to problems 

which adversely affected Huntmar's ability to develop its property. 

We would be pleased to meet with SHA representatives to discuss 

these issues of importance to us at any future date. 

Thank you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Glenn T. Harrell, Jr. 
Attorney 
O'MALLEY, MILES & HARRELL 
P.O. Box 900 
99 Commerce Place 
Upper Marlboro, MD. 20772 
(301)    350-1300 
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Responses to Mr. Glenn T. Harrell, Jr. 
(Representing Huntmar Equities Limited Partnership) 

1. Among the design elements of the Selected Alternate is provision of a 
median break at the MD 197/Gallant Fox Lane intersection. 

2. SHA will not be responsible for funding construction of a new Bowie 
Business Park access road connecting Gallant Fox Lane to Existing MD 450. 

3. The Selected Alternate calls for rehabilitation of the Existing Conrail 
Bridge as part of a separate project. 
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STATEMENT 

OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BOWIE  MARYLAND 
 REGARDING ROUTE 450 REALTCNMFNT AND UPGRADE 

i      l       - . ..  ^ .    j 

Good evening. 

The Bowie City Council takes this opportunity to present their 

position regarding the realignment and upgrading of Route 450 through 

our community. 

The fifteen points presented in the City's policy statement are 

the result of public hearings held on November 1 and December 5, 

1988. The City's letter to State Highway Administration Director of 

Preliminary Planning and Engineering Neil Pederson dated November 16, 

1988 indicates that public input was sought in establishing the City 

position statement. Input from numerous residents and 

businesspersons was considered and integrated into the position 

statement. 

We urge you to carefully consider the following points: 

1. The "no build" option should not be considered since serious 
congestion already exists and roadway improvements are needed. 

2. The 5-lane design, similar to Route 197 north of Route 450, is 
unacceptable. 

No more than 4 lanes (2 in each direction) should be 
constructed between Route 193 and Route 3, e,ver.. 

3. Median - The median should be no wider than 12' between 
Route 197 and Stonybrook Drive and no greater than 16' east to 
Route 3.  The median should provide safe turning movements 
and should be raised and landscaped so as to create a 
boulevard effect similar to Route 28 in Montgomery County. 

Median width for that roadway between the Conrail bridge and 
Route 197 should be defined as from zero on the bridge to a 
maximum of 12 feet in width at its intersection with Route 197 
on the east. 
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•*.  An 8  wide bike trail from Whitemarsh Park -n.c-r,;— w»s- 

through the entire City limits, should be pi-o--id^-i and a .1' 
wiae sidewalk should be provided where needed  oa — ici • a>-l*v — 
commercial areas   Both the sidewalk and bike'tralf should b^' 
offset from the edge of roadway by a 4' wide grass area. 

Since crossing Route 450 is facilitated at six intersections 

llth^-l£fXC'lgitS,TSt  fr0m  ROUte   197'   ^   is   "ot   necessary to   additionally build  a   sidewalk  on  the   south   side.      As  no 
controlled crossing of Route 450 exists for a considerable 
distance west of Route 197, a new trail crossing is needed 
west of the Conrail tracks to connect the two halves of a City 
open space parcel. a L'XCy 

5-  2?i; J0li?y Staiement is intended to designate sidewalks, 
bike trails, median strip, curb and gutter, and property 
setbacks (to the extent they are addressed within this 
statement) as permanent, minimum safety amenities necessary to 
support a roadbed of 4 lanes and the development density 
levels which can be supported by a 4-lane roadway. 

6.  Existing Route 450 from Route 197 east to St. Pius, should be 
closed and become a park and bike trail. 

7., Emphasis should be placed on preservation of trees bordering 
the entire length of Route 450 from Route 193 to its 
intersection with Route 3 even to the extent that all tre«s to 
be taken should be so marked beforehand. 

8' ^£fiC/ignaiS^OUld  be installed ^ the intersection of 

Roa2/Rou?: «o.    P ^^ DriVe ^ ROUte 197 and H^hbridge 

9- . shL^be main^" ^  ^  "**  0f the C•*"  »^ 

10.  All Route 450 construction should be phased with other road 
construction activities in the area (e.g. 1-68, Route 1^7 
Woodmore Road, etc.) ' 

U.  The southern-most alignment of Route 450 between the Conrail 
bridge and Route 197 should be maximized in order to pr^e've 
maximum buffering from Galaxy Lane homes. 

12. Particular attention should be given to noise abatement- and 
headlight intrusion problems associated with residential area, 
abutting the elevated portion or Route 450 as if passes n^r " 
the Conrail bridge west of Route 197. " " 

13. Particular attention should be given to sight distanc« 
problems associated with the entrance to thp Bowj o Fo'-v 
development on Route 450 at Hilltop. " '" ' 
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11.  All utility cables should be placed underar^r.r: -,.-• ra:; c:  '-r; s 

reconstruction. 

15. The existing bridge over the Conrail tracks should r-; -se when 
the new bridge opens. 

16. All storm drainage facilities, both temporary and cermanent 
must be identified before the final date for public comment' 
arrives to prevent significant adverse environmental impact from 
occurring without proper public input. 

Your serious consideration of the policy statement of the City 

Council and residents is appreciated. The realignment and upgrading 

of Route 450 will have a profound impact on the future of our 

community.  Thank you. 

/aaf 

Revised 2/2/89 
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Responses to the Statement of the Council of the Citv of Bowie 

The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

The 5-Lane Alternate was dropped prior to the Location/Design Public 
Hearing. 

The proposed median width for the Selected Alternate is 20' except: 

a. From 1750' west of the proposed Conrail Bridge to 150' east 
of the Conrail Bridge where it will be 16' wide. 

b. At the approaches to the MD 197 and Race Track Road 
intersections where it will transition to 30 * to accommodate 
double left turns which are necessary for adequate capacity. 

The median is a safety feature for which each additional foot 
provides an added increment of safety according to the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). A 
median provides desired freedom from interference of opposing traffic, 
speed change areas and storage for left-turning and U-turning vehicles and 
a buffer to reduce headlight glare. Medians reduce the frequency and 
severity of fatal and injury accidents and provide an area for pedestrian 
refuge. Twenty feet is considered the minimum desirable width for medians 
at unsignalized intersections in order to provide shadowing area for 
crossing and left turn traffic from side roads. The proposed median width 
can accommodate a variety of landscaping designs and plantings. 

As indicated on the typical sections (Figure 8) in the Environmental 
Docvunent, an 8' wide multi-use trail, set back 5' from the curb, is 
proposed along the north side for the Bowie portion of the project. A 
sidewalk is proposed along the south side of the road from MD 197 to Race 
Track Road as agreed upon in coordination meetings between SHA and Bowie 
representatives subsequent to the Location/Design Public Hearing. 

Coordination has been maintained with developers of the proposed 
Highbridge Subdivision and the City of Bowie to provide continuity between 
the SHA proposed MD 450 longitudinal trail system and proposed trail 
crossings of Route 450 to serve the Highbridge development and the proposed 
Parcel F park. A grade separated trail crossing of MD 450 by means of a 
high arch-type culvert will be provided at a location 500' to 1500' west 
of the Conrail Railroad. 
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5. The number of lanes associated with the Selected Alternate is based on 

capacity requirements dictated by traffic volume projections for the year 
2015. These projections are based primarily on Washington Council of 
Governments (COG) Round 3.5 data for the year 2010. The projections 
assumed construction of all currently planned highways in the region, 
including the upgrading of U.S. Route 50 to a 6-lane interstate highway 
(1-595) and the improvements to MD 214. 

The Environmental Assessment identified current development trends 
and the County's land use plans and growth strategies in the Bowie area. 
The document also identified the consistency of the proposed improvements 
with the County's approved and adopted comprehensive plan for the Bowie 
area and its traffic analyses provided information documenting the need 
for an improved highway with additional capacity. 

Development in the corridor occurs as a result of planning and zoning 
by the county. Regardless of major improvements to MD 450, development 
will occur. This project does not force or spur development. The need 
for major improvements to MD 450 is created in response to both existing 
travel demand and development planned in and near the corridor. The 
project is being proposed in response to intense growth both planned and 
underway in the area. In addition, this project is not anticipated to have 
major land use impacts or induce unplanned growth as little land remains 
that is not already planned or targeted for development. 

6. The Selected Alternate includes Option E4 between MD 197 and Moylan/Trinity 
Drives. E4 proposes connection of Tulip Grove Drive with Twisting Lane 
and conversion of the existing MD 450 roadbed in this area to a multi- 
use trail. 

7. State regulations require that the cutting or clearing of trees be 
minimized on State construction projects. All impacted forest land areas 
of one acre or greater must be replaced on an acre for acre basis. The 
first priority for replacement would be within the limits of the project. 
If the required area is not available within the limits of the project, 
other lands owned by the State Highway Administration that may be suitable 
and available for reforestation, and reforestation would be identified by 
SHA's Landscape Architecture Division during the final design phase. 

8. SHA has performed signal warrant studies at both of these intersections 
concluding that warrants at neither are met at this time, although a 
flashing signal will be provided at Highbridge Road. Studies will continue 
to be performed periodically to determine if the need for a signal arises. 
Warrant studies at all unsignalized intersections will be performed during 
the final design stage. 

9. The Selected Alternate proposes a 6-Lane divided section from MD 197 
westerly to MD 704. Six lanes are required to meet capacity requirements 
in this area. Closed section was selected to minimize the width of impact 
and allow safe provision of a multi-use trail. 
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10. It is unlikely that roadway construction projects currently underway in 

the vicinity of MD 450 (e.g. MD 450/MD 564 and 1-595) will be on-going if 
and when MD 450 is advertised for construction. Maintenance of traffic 
plans will be developed during the final design phase to minimize 
disruptions of roadway capacity during construction, especially at the peak 
hours. 

11. The centerline of the proposed alignment between Conrail and MD 197 will 
close to evenly split the dedicated corridor because the width of the 
improvement approaching the MD 197 intersection (3 through lanes, and 
double left turns) leaves little latitude for an alignment shift if 
improvements are to remain within existing right-of-way. 

12. Detailed noise studies were completed during project planning. NSA 13, 
within the residential area along the proposed elevated portion of the 
roadway, does not meet cost criteria for evaluating noise barriers any 
further. Privacy screening will be. provided along the north side of the 
roadway in this area. 

13. The proposed profile, developed during the Detailed Studies Stage of 
project planning, will result in an improved sight distance to meet 50 mph 

'design speed criteria for the entire project. Several sight distance 
problems along MD 450 in the Bowie area will be corrected, including 
segments near Moylan/Trinity Drives and near Hilltop Plaza. 

14. SHA will not participate in the funding of burial of existing overhead 
utilities; however, burial could be included on plans if funding were 
provided by others. Since most utility poles are currently near the right- 
of-way line (existing and proposed), only minimal relocation of overhead 
utilities will be required. 

15. The Selected Alternate includes maintaining use of Existing MD 450 west 
of MD 197 (Option W2) by vehicular traffic to: 

a. Provide access to businesses along Existing MD 450 and; 

b. Provide necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 
197 intersection. 

16. Storm drain and stormwater management designs are performed during final 
design. All State environmental regulatory processes will be carried out. 
SHA will coordinate final design issues including storm drain design with 
the City of Bowie. 
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Testimony about Maryland Route 450 
At Bowie High School, 2/2/89 

From William Seller, 2701 Largo PI., Bowie, MD 20715 

I really like some of the options you give in your 
"Environmental Assessment," so I don't want to put you off when I 
bring up two errors in mapping you made—or I might say, the same 
error on two different maps. 

Mapping Error 

I am referring to "Existing Land Use," Figure 5; and "Future 
Land Use," Figure 6.  Look at the southwest intersection of 
existing Route 450 and the Conrail tracks.  You see a significant 
rectangle of land marked "Commercial."  That is incorrect.  Only 
a part of that area is commercial.  Nine acres immediately 
abutting the tracks is currently zoned "R-R,"  and there is no 
action changing that in the future.   The Prince George's County 
Council made this determination some years ago, and we would 
appreciate seeing the correct zoning on your maps.  There's no 
telling what mischief a flaw in mapping can lead to. 

Endorses City's Stand 

The City of Bowie has taken a position regarding the "Route 
450" project.  The Bowie City Council has done an exceedingly 
fine job in arriving at and stating this position.  I believe 
that it is one supported by many of the citizens of this area.  I 
urge you to advance this position, as we shall do. 

I particularly want to emphasize the City's recommendations  /^\ 
that Old Route 450 end in cul-de-sacs on both sides of Route 197. \2S) 
I understand that Mrs. Dee Minich will go into this point in 
detail, so at this time I shall only add my very strong support 
for this position. 

.Against 6-Lane Alternative 

I question the advisability of your adopting the "6-Lane 
Divided Alternative."  It is at this point also that I fault your 
Environmental Assessment.  In particular, I see no analysis of 
the secondary impact of the 6-lane highway. 

Roads beget development beget roads.  Developers hunger for 
upzonings based on paper roads, such as your 6-lane proposal.  In 
the Community VI Area, the citizens of Bowie and surrounding 
areas are fighting a half a dozen upzoning appeals—appeals, 
mind you, that look to paper roads, such as yours, to solve the 
traffic problems.  If these appeals are granted, then we will 
need not a 6- but possibly an 8-lane east-west highway to 
alleviate the traffic. 

(.6 
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So I ask:  how will a 6-iane highway affect deveiooment in 

the Bowie area?  If you are seriously considering this 
alternative, you must answer this question, according to the U.S. 
Federal Highway Administration, Technical Advisorv T 6640 8A 
October 30, 1987, Section V.G.I.  It says: 

The secondary social, economic, and environmental 
impacts of any substantial, foreseeable, induced 
development should be presented for each alternative, 
including adverse effects on existing communities. 
Where possible, the distinction between planned and 
unplanned growth should be identified. 

The "Environmental Assessment Form" in the beginning of the 
book I suggest be filled out in detail.  For examole, in auestion 
44., it asks whether the action will be of statewide 
significance.  You say "no," and that's it.  There's no 
documentation to back up your assertion.  It seems to me that 
when a 4- or 6-lane highway is proposed to pass through the third 
largest city in all of Maryland, that there will be a significant 
effect on the State. 

Finally, I would like to see an Environmental Impact 
Statement analyzing the overall effect of existing and prooosed 
highways on the general Bowie community.  Look what faces us:  a 
6-lane Route 50 going up one mile to our south; a 4- to 6-lane 
highway going in the same east-west direction, almost where we 
are standing now; an Eastern by-pass of at least 6 lanes about a 
male or so to our east; and a proposed Inter-County Connector of 
6-lanes less than one mile to our west. 

If we are not all very careful and watchful, we who live in 
Bowie will see our community become like a series of grassy 
strips between runways on an international airport. 
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Responses to Mr. William Seller 

1. The mapping error has been resolved. This exhibit was for illustration 
purposes only and did not influence traffic forecasts or any other aspect 
of the studies. 

2. Option W2 has been selected. 

3. The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

The Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) describes the results of 
analysis into many impacts from the proposed improvements ranging from 
property values to accessibility to visibility. The proposed improvements 
are consistent with state and local needs inventories and master plans. 

4. The Environmental Assessment Form is a requirement for all projects. 
Although improvement of MD 450 has extreme local importance for residents 
and businesses and regional importance for commuters, the project does 
not have statewide importance in comparison to projects such as the 
widening or new construction of interstate highways. 

5. MD 450 project planning was performed in consideration of and coordination 
with all existing and proposed travel corridors in the study area including 
the upgrading of U.S. Route 50 to a 6-lane interstate highway (1-595) and 
the improvements to MD 214. 
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THIS Docu:c:rr WHICH PUHFOHTS TO OFFER THE r^TEREF.rj: ^??IE~ zr T:-:I,- HEAFI:;: 

THnEE h) ALTERNATIVES CONTAINS REFERENCES TC TRAFFIC CC • ^ ^   *      " j. <„ ft w • TA. 

AND CONCLUSIONS  MOST OF WHICH ARE  INCOMPLETE.   IRRELEVANT.   -JN^'T"  HTET  ?:   FACTS. 

ERROr-TEOUS,   AND CALCULATED    TO DECEIVE THE PITBLIC IN CENTRAL  AS  T"  Tf{?  ACPJAL 

INTENTIONS  OF THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION  A?^  PRINCE OE^RSF'S   r^'.^'TV WHOSF 

MOTIVES  IN THIS INSTANCE MAY SE  POLITICAL IN NATURE. 

WHILE THE DOCUMENT'S  APPROACH AND GENERAL TONE  ARE  DEPI-ORAPLF;   TT DOES. 

HCWEVER,   CONTAIN  CERTAIN FACTS WHICH ARE REVEALING: 

1.     SHA IS WITHOUT ALLOCATED FUNDS  TO BUILD THE  SIX LANE   ALTERNATIVE 

WHICH HAS  EEEN PROPOSED. 

?.     SHA  ALSO DOES  NOT HAVE FUNDS  TO EXPAND THE  R^:rrE  ^^    PEY^m FIT.   ^T'J? 

(MOYLAN AND TRINITY DRIVES). 

(T 

IN REFERENCE TO STATEMENT NUMBER ONE (l) THIS MEANS THAT WERE THE CITI7ENS 

OF iuWIE INSANE ENOUGH TO ELECT A SIX LANE DIVIDED HIGHWAY. TT WOULD NOT BE RUILT 

IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, SINCE THE DEMANDS OF MORE POWERFUL POLITICIANS IN OTHER 

AREAS FOR ROADS WOULD PREVAIL.  (THIS IS TRUE DESPITE THE FACT THAT THIS SMALT. 

STATE IS THIRD IN'ROAD BUILDING IN THE ENTIRE NATION.1) 

FACT TWO (?) IS INDICATIVE OF PLANS ARISING OUT OF THF FOUR LANF DIVIDED 

HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE.  HERE FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ROAD CONSTRUCTION FROM BOND? 

ISSUED BY PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF ROAD CON STRUCTION.  (THE 

BILL PASSED BY-THE COUNTY COUNCIL HAS OFTEN EEEN LAELED PY WAGS AS "THE DIVELn EP 

RELIEF BILL".)  HOWEVER, SINCE IJS^ IMPROVEMENT WOULD STOP AT ST. PIUS CH'.fRCH WTTH" 

COUNTY FUNDS, AND THERE ARE NO FUNDS FOR FURTHER TMPP.07EME!rr. ROUTE ICT CO'-T? TNT- 

PLAY.  SINCE SHA HAS CONTEMPLATED A TRAFFIC JAM AT ST. PIUS. THEY APE ALLOCATING 

FUNDS TO TURN TRAFFIC RIGHT AND LEFT ONTO AND OFF OF r.'^UTF IQ-7.     THUS. THF BOWTF 

nrrTpp- pjpK_ Lr.cv^ AT_T_ T_??T -pf?.^, GALAXY LA'IE IS CT.^S^P. *.m  vTm *\i ^T^vr   •>r..--*rr. 

"HE FO'.JR LANE ALERNATF/E IS THE ONLY OBJECTIVE OF THESE PEPrETRATORr. WHICH WTM. 

SOON ?E FOLLOWED 3Y TOE SIX LANT ARTERIAL ROAD AS ALREADY FORN-EO PLANS ARE P.EVFM~: 

RrLATINO TO OTHER ROADS. 
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THE  NO BUILD ALTERNATIVE 'S  ^'o-  »»• A^ 
-b  "Oi .AN   ALTERNATIVE  AT ALL.     ?•'"  A  THREAT THE ^Ir 

FC-S INTEND TO LEAVE 30WTE WITH WHAT THEY HAVE: RUSH HCUF TP^FT: 

DANGEROUS BRIDGE, AND A ROAD FULL OF DAKCERCUS SHOULDERS ^ r?-T=" 

inNCRED FOR OVER ?5 YEARS. 

•**• Z. f\ + 
,"rrLn? 

AMS. A HAD A:~: 

TNS TOTALLY 

YOU ARE,   OF COURSE,   EXPECTED TO ELECT THE FOUR  LANE ALTEWTIVE   AND  5, ^ 

Wira THE  ILLUSIONS THAT YOU HAVE PARTICIPATED ^ THIS  DECISION.      '-MOHUCY TS  flCT^.^ 

3^ TirEPE IS  ANOTHER -REAL ALTERNATIVE.     IT,   OF COURSE.   HAS  BEEN DISMISSED  BY 

- SLIGHT OF WORD:  WIDEN ROUTE  ^0 TO FOUR  LA^s,   m ^ E?:DGE  ^ ?H—DERS.   ^ 

\T )    TIFRN THE  RIGHT OF WAY INTO A  PARK       THAT WOULD Rv MT^ «'•..      inAi   WUULU  BE NICE.   WOULDN'T   IT-' 

THE ABOVE APPROACH 13 NOT ACCEPTAPTF nrrerrcr c-„ Mv-LcriAHLh,  BECAUSE SHA WISHES TO SOLVE THE  RUSH  H^/R 

TRAFFIC PROBLEM THAT THEY HAVE CREATED WirH Tffi AID OF SUSPECT POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONC 

BY ABANDONING  THE PLANNED INTERCHANGE AT  1,3 AND ROUTE  §n.     ^ HAVE FORCED ALL £ 

-AFFIC FROM AND TO NORI^ COUim  ONTO ROUTE  ^o AND  1Q7 ^ AT ^ SflME 7IMK 
W 

^ OVERFLOW FROM RO'UTE  50 USES  ^  ^  ^ ^  ]Q7  ^  ^^  ^ ^  ^^ 

JAMS  ON ROUTE  50.     THE ODIOUS OBJECTIVE  OF SHA  AflD OTHERS  IS  TO SOLVE TH.T  PR,p^v 

WITH  COUHTY BOND MONEY  PY MAKING A  SUPER  HIGHWAY TO THE WRONG PT.A- WITH A-   ^ 

Ml*  CONCOMITANT T^RETO.     ^Y     r^ TO TEAR  BOWIE  IN .TWO AND MAKE IT LOOK 

AND FEEL AS  BAD AS  THE REST OF  THIS  DISMAL COUNT/. 

YOU,   OF COURSE,   HAVE YOUR OWN ALTERNATIVE:       r,ET    ORGANIZED,     GET    TOUGH 

AND SEND OUT THE  MESSAGE.     "NO    WAY".       SHOW THEM THAT T-S  FA^  C-  TC   „.? 

•"••'REI.Y   THE   LAND  OF THE  THIS  ICE.      IF  THAT  DOESN'T WORv.   -  'TOEPr.TA^T-G   T?   THA' 

A   NEW   BROOM SWEEPS   CLEAN. 
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Responses to Mr. Robert P. Slaby 

1. There is no difference between the 4-lane Alternate and 6-lane Alternate 
in terms of funding status. The project is currently funded for planning 
only. Upon receipt of Location/Design approval, for the Selected 
Alternate, the project will become eligible for inclusion in future 
programs for design, right-of-way and construction. 

Until early 1990, Prince George's County had funding and design forces in 
place for the construction of MD 450 as a four lane highway from Highbridge 
Road to Moylan/Trinity Drives. The construction of this improvement would 
have left a discontinuity of typical section between Moylan/Trinity Drives 
that would have remained for several years until SHA identified funds for 
construction. To eliminate this discontinuity, SHA initiated plans to 
construct an interim improvement consisting of a 4-lane undivided typical 
section that would have been constructed near the same time as the County 
project. The need to develop this interim improvement was eliminated when 
the County dropped plans to improve MD 450 due to a change in funding 
priorities. 

2. The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies, 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

3. Option W2 consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 bridge over 
the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will likely be 
rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining use of MD 450 west of 
MD 197 provides access to business along Existing MD 450 and provides 
necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 197 
intersection. 

4. Option E4 has been selected. This option will result in the extension of 
Twin Cedar Lane across Existing MD 450 to intersect Twisting Lane as 
indicated on the original plans for the Tulip Grove subdivision. Existing 
MD 450 will be closed between MD 197 and Moylan/Trinity Drives, with the 
roadbed remaining as a multi-use trail. Existing MD 450 (to the west) will 
form a T-intersection at MD 197. 

5. The proposed four lane improvement through Bowie will provide a vast 
improvement in capacity and safety while maintaining a "main street" 
quality by means of landscaping and pedestrian considerations. The roadway 
will have uncontrolled access which, with turning lanes, will allow MD 450 
to continue its dual role of carrying through traffic and providing access 
to adjacent properties. 
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Thank   ycu   fcr   the   cppcrtunitv   to   address 
these   issues   with   you.   in   this   manner.      I   heps   ths.t   a.il   of 
our   cemments   will   be   given   as   favcrscia   considerat:on   as 
possible. 

Robert   K.   Cowies 
President.   St.    Pius   X   HEA 
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Responses to Mr. Robert K. Cowles 

1. The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

2. The State Highway Administration is committed to providing safe 
accommodation for pedestrians throughout the MD 450 project. A raised 
median is proposed which would serve as a pedestrian refuge. Other safety 
features proposed include pedestrian crosswalk markings and pedestrian 
activated signal phases. 

3. SHA conducted a study of pedestrian overpass feasibility for MD 450 in 
Bowie using traffic counts, pedestrian counts, accident history and 
national research conducted on this topic. The study considered two 
locations for overpasses — St. Pius X Church and School and Bowie High 
School. The results of the study indicate a pedestrian overpass, which 
would cost an estimated $795,000, is not warranted in Bowie. This finding 
is based on several considerations. There are no barriers or fencing 
proposed that would make pedestrians use an overpass to cross MD 450. 
There is now and will continue to be multiple locations where pedestrians 
may cross. Over the past three years, pedestrian-related accidents within 
the study area have been well below the statewide average for similarly 
designed highways. In addition, there are a number of other locations in 
the Washington metropolitan area with equivalent vehicular and pedestrian 
volumes which operate safely and successfully without an overpass. 

While SHA does not believe an overpass is warranted, SHA is concerned about 
the safety of pedestrians. Safe operation can be achieved in Bowie with 
proper signalization, markings and the proposed raised 20 foot median which 
would serve as a pedestrian refuge. 

4. The proposed profile for the Selected Alternate includes grade improvement 
east of Moylan/Trinity Drives resulting in sight distance adequate for a 
50 mph design speed. 

5. Curbing is proposed on both sides of the road through this area. During 
the final design stage, such provisions as guard rail, privacy screening 
and fencing will be evaluated. An evaluation of landscaping will also take 
place. The barrier-type curbing proposed (vertical face) is a much greater 
deterrent to vehicles leaving the roadway than the current open section. 
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The maps in the FONSI have been corrected to indicate the median break that 
will be provided. Left turn access will be provided only at the west 
entrance which will be relocated approximately 150' to the west to create 
more distance from Moylan/Trinity Drives. The east entrance will become 
right-in, right-out only. Traffic signals at Moylan/Trinity Drives, 800'+ 
to the east, and MD 197, 1500'+ to the west, will help create gaps in 
traffic flow for vehicles to turn left. Traffic signal warrants will be 
evaluated during final design. 

• 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO 
TOST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

*3a>a 

NAME     1imJi/ .T S£?P\ DATEJ££_£LZZ£1 

CITY/TOWN O0tJ/<L. STATE./!!^ ZIP  CODE^Z^H 

I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

—H'# ^"-'^ ^w u**,,*;^ *J? ML £/hf   
 r   Aue   ajf   ^?    ^x/L Wace.    V^   /^f\ /f/ ^tP   A** g*   "to'/- rosyO-   RecS 

iJ.tfooJ, Pms&?,f /UJU hrjue. ^ou -fjis m*/ Scu^H ^///v ^ I zzun/*Jl 

.. W^rnn ^QQ-VOO W^ ^;. ^/Z ^" cfcL f*JL si/lyo<j;Js Ouzr 
—'^^ ^s<»  -/^[^   OJS   a.    {^es-h h^Q-i^^J^M^sLri- cuir A  

.    <m ^   res>M9A/J<•/**£   THIS   Is    UMcre.PTA&L*//} TUA*   *re 
 ^Pl/ycJ   C-Al/cfte/v   /'>oiA*o^ 44',*  -Srf/edr ^/k    f>*re»k    JTo   goui/ 7V(g   Ja.js 

 t^hn.—«-  Ser^u<,  c  -4^7  aeclAvT OCcafs. T 4a.oiL    sees\   na.meso^ %*tys 

 ^/^es" Jr^.  

CZ] Please add my/our name('s) to the falling List.* yf"    —-//      7     ~F 

1 Please- delete my/our namats) from  the Mailing List. — ^^Pi/^O^ /"J ^M^ 

•Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Response to Mr. Timothy J. Seppj 

Closure of Martha's Choice Circle would be inconsistent with the local 
master plan (Bowie-Collington-Mitchellville and Vicinity-1990) and would 
diminish local land service and create a circuitous route for emergency 
vehicles stationed in Bowie. 

Speeding on Martha' Choice Circle is a law enforcement issue that is 
outside the scope of this study. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

^O 

NAME .nnM 2zl .DATE. ^ 

PLEASE     .«««_«« 
PRINT        ADDRESS. j£- I H/Z/wS/t/fi* /'/' 

CITY/TOW N   .7?^////^ .STATE. M 4 
.ZIP  CODE. ,2//V< 

l/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

^LJL- 

6   V-.^^    ///^„J    j^tJ -S-/„   /-o^ 

/" 

••/ ,r. '' 

'.'{    \/l/s/)/?S< 

^KV-y^ /A -SfLn ^j     y/ts. 
s/ssy^TS^-J.     /, 'JL. JL 

•'•77S. A. 
^£te   '?« 

dLA^. £*-+ tfyirss?** ^L t-L. 

I 

,_   fifr^t 4 f>   'fin    T^r )Z,^s^Vf_   /^J/'   /</ «/JLS,.^( 

V^T^   \\d 
S/-,:,'/7, i-''S-f;i'.C'• 

•   <W       f^ .-J^/^A J" 

 _J Ul       ••••••    •   • —p«      I.   •    f l_j,    •      •       t.f— -g,    «   •*   •!,•• •       —  •*   I   p-M-.  •        •• • 

^ 

CD Pleas^radd my/^r n'ame(&4/t<^the Mailing List.* 

^c -::/- 

Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

•Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through the mail are alreadj 
on the project Mailing List. " 
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Response to Ms. Laura Cord 

A multi-use trail is proposed on the north side of MD 450 for the entire 
length of the project except east of Race Track Rd. Where an cuter curb 
is to be initially constructed, the trail would be 8 feet in width and 
would be set back approximately 5' from face of curb. Where an outer 
shoulder is initially constructed, the multi-use trail would utilize the 
shoulder until the ultimate outer curb is constructed. Funds permitting, 
ultimate roadway slopes would be constructed initially. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

^\fJ^ 

La^nJil^    rt^K^e.^ NAME 

ADD 

CITY/TOWN    ISO^J/   •e 

.DATE^Zli 
^fN

A
T
SE     ADDRESS  /ZSeZ.   7V/^>f    /AQfc. 

ftTATF ^nl^cj .ZIP  CODE 3o-)/s 
l/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project 

iren 

l~J2X&r~oZl!s>cJ 

la) ^^ 

^C^-t\ 

XCjl 

"^4^ WJ^ ~7ll/%b 4^ U^L?^Z 

W V Wist fop*.? 
V 

Ty^g. ^r bafrtr^r is pkihod g/^   ///bkry A^e 
^^    /UZtf^j^vjug   ^l>   t^^iy   ynju^cA   &j?&^a<Zu*dfcj) 

UH  Please add my/our name(s) to  the Mailing List.* 

1 Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

•Persons  who have received  a  copy  of.this  brochure  through  the mail  are  already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Responses to Landia Plummer 

The State Highway Administration is committed to providing safe 
accommodation for pedestrians throughout the MD 450 project. A raised 
median is proposed which would serve as a pedestrian refuge. Other safety 
features proposed include pedestrian crosswalk markings and pedestrian 
activated signal phases. Where school crossings are involved, normal 
safety measures such as flashing beacons, crossing guards and special 
signing will be evaluated in the usual manner by SHA and local 
jurisdictions. 

Studies indicate that traffic volumes of each of the five major MD 450 
intersections east of MD 197 will exceed the capacity of these 
intersections by as much as 62%, resulting in forced flow conditions (Level 
of Service 'F') if no improvements are provided. In such a case, traffic 
will likely seek relief using residential side roads. 

MD 450 will fill the growing need for both commuter traffic capacity in 
this corridor and the need for adequate and safe accessibility to adjacent 
properties. Most long distance east-west commuter traffic is expected to 
use U.S. 50 which is being reconstructed to Interstate status. 

The SHA is committed to extensive landscaping within its right-of-way 
throughout this project. Comprehensive landscape studies will be 
undertaken to determine the feasibility of a number of preservation and 
enhancement measures. Features to be considered include berming, privacy 
screening, plantings, etc. Particular emphasis will be focused on 
residential areas and a streetscape plan for the Bowie central business 
district. Additional R/W dedications could result in enhanced landscaping. 
Final decisions will be made during the design phase dependent upon 
funding, available R/W, utility locations and drainage requirements. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION.;,^ -. 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS^ ~ U.V " 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450       . ' \;.', ' cb 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO    \B    -  - '" 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

NAME —<e>QV<>?^—^. /~>C»ST^S7JE*-V HATP       'y/^/p? 

PmNTSE    ADDRESS        // PS/   6s9C&«y   <LAS  

CITY/TOWN       /ZdCj/j£. STATP      y^JP ZIP  CQDP   ^ 7/y 

I/We wish to comment o^ggrguin^bout the following aspects of this project: 

/?£   v;s?,?tj=   7 

-^—^^/pr- fifi >- ^—pi&is. ASOSCJS   fsz**.^   yrr-ve : p 

% &<"'<*—^s^d ^c—^^e ^fL^^Kj     (^?jsse_     MOS>JK^:       xr^ 

tZj^Z-js^f 

/ y^lJ^T-^  
CZJ Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

1 Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

• Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Responses to Mr. Donald L. Montgomery 

Homes along the south side of Galaxy Lane will be approximately 80' to 120' 
from the closest edge of the ultimate pavement. 

The planned alignment, running just south of Galaxy Lane, between the 
Conrail Railroad and MD 197 has been reserved for highway purposes since 
1964 and is consistent with the Adopted Master Plan for Bowie-Collington- 
Mitchellville and Vicinity, dated 1990. An alignment shift to the south 
would require extensive commercial displacements within Bowie Business Park 
and residential displacements east of MD 197. 

Noiae abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations {23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy 
assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when FHWA noise abatement 
criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is approached or exceeded or when 
predicted noise levels exceed existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more. 
Consideration of noise mitigation (generally mounds or barriers) also 
includes feasibility (physically buildable and capable of reducing noise 
levels by at least 7-10 dBA), reasonableness (less than $40,000 per 
residence impacted), and if the mitigation is acceptable to affected 
property owners. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). The Selected Alternate results 
in violation of Federal Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 23, 24, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at each of these areas. 
Only NSA's 11, 12 and 31 satisfied cost per residence criteria, warranting 
further investigation during final design. The Holmehurst West subdivision 
was analyzed using NSA 21 which has a current ambient level of 61 dBA and 
a projected noise level of 65 dBA for the year 2015 with the Selected 
Alternate built. This noise level does not meet federal criteria to 
warrant abatement consideration. 

Project planning studies show that a minor amount of right-of-way or 
easement is required from 11804 Parallel Road to provide roadway grading. 
A more precise determination of impacts and coordination with property 
owners will be made during final design. The analysis of noise levels at 
Noise Sensitive Area (NSA 13) on the south side of Galaxy Lane indicates 
a potential noise level of 69 dBA with the Selected Alternate in the year 
2015.  This exceeds the FHWA design guideline of 67 dBA. 

No residential displacements are anticipated in the vicinity of Galaxy 
Lane. 

VI-64 



5. The improvemenrs to MD 450 are not likely to have a beneficial effect on 
values of residences immediately adjacent to the alignment. 

6. The SHA is committed to extensive landscaping within its right-of-way 
throughout the project. Comprehensive landscape studies will be undertaken 
to determine the feasibility of a number of preservation and enhancement 
measured. Features to be considered include berming, privacy screening, 
plantings, etc. Particular emphasis will be focused on residential areas 
and a streetscape plan for the Bowie central business district. Additional 
R/W dedications could result in enhanced landscaping. Final decisions will 
be made during the design phase dependent upon funding, available R/W, 
utility locations and drainage requirements. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION      '0"CJ5Cf ^5 / "7 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS    J-VELOP!---' - ' 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450        -.. 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO     '-3 ^ '-' ^ r\  '^q 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 ' ''  J 

•  CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

NAME TihHAS UG/S, nATp    pO-g9 

CITY/TOWN  &003-/& STATE   /W&Mt-SifJO      71P   CQDF   c^CllS 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

\&      AK^      vvqO^&     La>vv^    /VC^U\^^T\Q^    t^S^OgQ   <^    yd 

dZD Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

•Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Responses to Mr. Thomas Legis 

Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy 
assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when FHWA noise abatement 
criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is approached or exceeded or when 
predicted noise levels exceed existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more. 
Consideration of noise mitigation (generally mounds or barriers) also 
includes feasibility (physically buildable and capable of reducing noise 
levels by at least 7-10 dBA), reasonableness (less than $40,000 per 
residence impacted), and if the mitigation is acceptable to affected 
property owners. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). The Selected Alternate results 
in violation of the Federal Noise Abatement Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 
13, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at 
each of these areas. Only NSA's 11, 12 and 31 satisfied cost per residence 
criteria, warranting further investigation during final design. The 
Holmehurst West subdivision was analyzed using NSA 21 which has a current 
ambient level of 61 dBA and a projected noise level of 65 dBA for the year 
2015 with the Selected Alternate built. This noise level does not meet 
federal criteria to warrant abatement consideration. 

Project planning studies show that a minor amount of right-of-way or 
easement is required from 11804 Parallel Road to provide roadway grading. 
A more precise determination of impacts and coordination with property 
owners will be made during final design. The analysis of noise levels at 
Noise Sensitive Area (NSA 13) on the south side of Galaxy Lane indicates 
a potential noise level of 69 dBA with the Selected Alternate in the year 
2015.  This exceeds the FHWA design guideline of 67 dBA. 

Utility outages sometimes occur during the construction phase; however, 
reasonable caution will be exercised during the construction phase with 
the aid of complete utility indications and proper notations on the 
contract plans to avoid unforeseen service interruption. 

There is insufficient R/W available adjacent to this community for berming 
to effectively separate the community from the proposed highway 
improvements. 

The determination of warrants for noise abatement associated with State 
highways is under the sole jurisdiction of the SHA. Litigation may 
challenge the process used to determine the warrants but not the warrants 
themselves or decisions as to specific noise abatement implementation. 
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Capitol 

Physicians 
& Surgeons 

at? 
^s.ce.W e. d    z'Sis^ 

February 2, 1989 

OPHTHflLMOLOGiSTS: 
lililliom L Gonzalez, MD 
Jorge L. Compono, MD 
flbrohom fluerboch. MD 

LUfiSHINGTON OfFIC6: 
Providence Medical Building, 
Suite Oil 
1160 Varnum Street, N€ 
Washington, DC 20017 
(202) 529-5200 

MflflviflND omces: 
Souuie Office Pork Suite 105 
14300 Gallant fox Lone 
Boujie. MD 20715 
(301)464-1192 

6201 Greenbelt flood 
>. M8fi & B 

>.-..egePori<, MD 20740 
(301)345-0006 

3233 Superior Lane 
Suite 105 
Bowie. MD20715 
(301)464-1811 

Neil J. Pedersen 
Director Office of Planning, and 
Preliminary Engineering 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

I am writing you this letter in support of option #3, and opposing 
all other options with regards to the Maryland Rt. 197, and Rt. 450 
options. As a practicing physician in Prince George's County, and 
having been a resident of Bowie for many years, I am opposed to any 
divided highway options (option 2-A and 2-B). Option #3 is the only 
reasonable option in my opinion at this time. 

Sincerely, 

William L. Gonzal^l 

WLG/wb 

cc: Leo Green, State Senator 
Dennis L. Murray, Attorney 

•; vo. 
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">a  -~- Note:  The Selected Alternate includes Option 
median opening will be provided at Gallant 

Maryland Department ofTmnsportation 
State Highway Administration 

February 21, 1939 

Richard H. Tramor 
Secretarv 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

RE:  Contract No. P 844-101-371 
MD 450 (Annapolis Road) 
Whitfield Chapel Road to 
west of MD 3 
PDMS No. 163300 

William L. Gonzalez, M.D. 
Bowie Office Park, Suite 105 
14300 Gallant Fox Lane 
Bowie, Maryland 20715 

Dear Dr. Gonzalez: 

Thank you for your recent comments concerning the proposed 
improvement of MD 450 between Lanham and Bowie in Prince George's 
County. 

Your comments in support of Option 3 for MD 197 will be 
considered by the project planning team in their formulation of a 
recommendation for this project. 

Thank you for letting us know your position on this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP:eh 

cc:  Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 

71-69 
My telephone number is (301) 

333-1110 

TD,   ,ccc o Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speecn 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062  Statewide  Toll Free 

707   North  Calvert   St.,   Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 
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PRArriCE LIMITED TO ORTHODONTICS MBTOW   

Orlhooonlists 

• 

DONALD   R. MESRYFIELD.  D.D.S.. F.A.                                                           j 
14300 GALLANT  FOX LANE ! 

SUITE  207 j 
BOWIE.   MARYLAND  107:5 j 

262-7774 

February 2, 1989 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Director, Office of Planning and Preliirtinarv Engineering 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltinore, MD    21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Pedersen, 

In regard to the Maryland Rout 197 options in Bowie, 
I strongly support Option 3 (5 lane undivided with re- 
vised profile.) 

Yours truly, 

Donald R. Merryfield, D.D" 

\0^—^dJJc/ 

DRM/and 
cc: State Senator Leo Green 

or 
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NOTE:  The Selected Alternate includes Option 2A for MD 19". 
A median opening will be provided at Gallant Fox Lane.  J^ J^L<»C. 

Maryland Department ofTransportatwn 
State Highway Administration 

February   21,    1989 

Richard H. Tramor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Aamimstraior 

RE:  Contract No. P 844-101-371 
MD 450 (Annapolis Road) 
Whitfield Chapel Road to 
west of MD 3 
PDMS No. 163300 

Donald R. Merryfield, D.D.S. 
Suite 207 
14300 Gallant Fox Lane 
Bowie, Maryland 20715 

Dear Dr. Merryfield: 

Thank you for your recent comments concerning the proposed 
improvement of MD 450 between Lanham and Bowie in Prince George's 
County. 

Your comments in support of Option 3 for MD 197 will be 
considered by the project planning team in their formulation of a 
recommendation for this project. 

Thank you for letting us know  your position on this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

%</ Q   yjUfriiw 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP:eh 

cc:  Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 

VI-71 
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tfU3 
Greater Bowie    "^ 

Chamber of Commerce 
Fa 

rebruary 2, i?S9 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
Mr. Donald G. Honeywell - Project Manager 
707 North Calvert St. 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Honeywell: 

The Greater Bowie Chamber of Commerce is mcs: -.cere:-" af •'•=> 
of the opportunities given both to area businesses and" •-•-nc^ed 
citizens regarding the proposed changes which ; n-.---,-.-.. \ =-•--. =nd 
Route 450. "" " " ' ""* •' '"" 

The Chamber of Commerce first presented preliminary state- 
ments on the proposed highway changes in December "lOS^ * ;t -'ts 
February 1989 meeting, the Board of Directors of the Greater" 
Bowie Chamber of Commerce voted on and affirmed the foIl"i>-n<- 
statements: ° 

1) The Greater Bowie Chamber of Commerce favrrs 'h- --i-- -a" -' on 
of Md. Rte. 450 and its up-grade to 6 lanes. Yhis ":Wi^Dine 
with transportation needs that will soon exist as a r-='- ilt n'f    " 
the area's rapid growth and development. 

2) The Chamber strongly favors keeping current T) *- 

west of Rte. 197 and the reconstruction of the Cclli-•gt.-p'sri de^ 
along the new alignment suggested in State Highway's option W3T' 

3) The Chamber encourages close coordination betwe-n couritv an* 
state highway officials and the City of Bowi - w^- -^~.-,, on;_ 
inesses located on Rte. 450 between Highbridge RoacfancTptiT 1^7 
It is imperative that accessibility to relocated Rte. 450 b° avail- 
able tor those businesses and their customers.  In oart^cular 
State Highway must maintain at least east-bound-only acc^s onto 
current Rte. 450 at Highbridge Rd. and provide at Ipast two cross- 
overs between current and relocated 450. 

4) It is the Chamber's understanding that businesses -ir^-nfi ••- 
located on Rte. 450 between Superior Lane and Stonevbrook'Dr^" v- 
have_agreed to a median break just east of the firp station and 
a bricked over median in front of the fire station (fo- ^erspnc 
equipment use only). If a median is determined r-, b« r-I b*-1' "' 
solution for this area, the Chamber supports th- f--i^nr- -f -:-.- 
affected businesses. "  -----'-' 

6770 Race Track Road Bowie, fTlD 20715 262-C920 
VI-72 



tUV 
0 i     V:~.6 onsmosr encourages close coords nati ~:" . 
city, county, state and business owners and Ian. 
^50 between Superior Lane and Race Track ?.d. 
commitment on the part of nighway designers •; 
these businesses. 

6) The Chamber of Commerce supports State High; 
regarding tne Rte. 197/Gallant Fox Lane area wr.: 
to the Gallant Fox Lane ingress and egress. 

n o c n a n s e 

We thank you for your cooperation and are most —V'-i'vis to 
continue working together as this important highwav r-r-M^z   oro- 
gresses. 

Sincerely 

James E. Lyons. Sr.. President 
Greater Bowie Chaucer of Comme: 

cc:  Senator Leo Green 
County Councilman Richard Castaldi 
Mayor Richard Logue 
Members of the Bowie City Council 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. James Novak 
Mr. Edward Jankiewicz 
Mr, James Cronk 

JEL/feb 
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Responses to Mr. James E. Lyons 

1. The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MO 197 to west of MO 3. 

2. Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 bridge over 
the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will likely be 
rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining use of MD 450 west of 
MO 197 provides access to businesses along Existing MD 450 and provides 
necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 197 
intersection. 

3&4 Extensive coordination with business owners east of Highbridge Road, the 
City of Bowie, the Bowie Chamber of Commerce and area residents has been 
made a part of this study. The decision to keep the Existing Conrail 
Bridge open and the connection of Relocated and Existing MD 450 via a slip 
ramp and two other connections will provide adequate access to businesses 
along Existing MD 450. 

5. As with the segment between Stonybrook/Millstream Dr. and Superior Lanes, 
coordination with businesses between Superior Lane and Race Track Rd. has 
resulted in mutually agreeable access design. 

6. The Selected Alternate for MD 197 improvement is Option 2A, providing a 
4-lane divided section with existing profile and variable width median (4'- 
16') from Existing MD 450 to 500'+ north of Relocated MD 450. Double left 
turns will be provided at the northbound and southbound approaches to 
Relocated MD 450, and a median break will be provided at Gallant Fox Lane. 
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BALTIMORE: 13011 332-8600 
WASHINGTON AREA: A70-7AOO 

TELECOPIERS 
130II 332-SS62 
13011 332-S863 

WRITER'S DIRECT DIAL NUMBER 

WEINBERG AND GREEN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

IOO SOUTH CHARLES STREET 

BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 21201-2773 

February  3,   1989 

C&eljo 

iC-aSC   w.T-_r   =ATUXENT   °ARKWAY 
SUITE  9SO 

ICLJMBIA.   VAPYLAND   2I0.4.4-3S0S 
oc! i ^-ao-asoo 

^ILE   NUMBER 

(301)   332-8697 30453.3 

Mr. Neil Pedersen 
Director, 
Office of Planning and 

Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Re:  Written Comments concerning proposed 
Alignment of Route 450 and Closing of 
the Existing Route 450 Bridge 

Dear Mr. Pedersen 

owners o 
express 
proposal 
bridge o 
Alternat 
remain o 
450. As 
resident 
road for 

the 
to 

On behalf of Bowie Park Center Limited Partnership, 
f Collington Park located on Route 450, I would like 
our grave concern over State Highway Administration 
Wl concerning the closing of the existing Route 450 

ver the W.B.& A tracks.  We are requesting that 
ive W2 be selected permitting  the existing bridge to 
pen to service local business and residences along Route 
noted in your publication, the existing commercial and 

ial properties in this area rely upon the traffic and the 
access to their business. 

We are in support of the realignment of Route 450 as it 
deviates from its existing alignment at Highbridge Road and 
connects with Route 197 (Option 1,2 or 3).  We believe that this 
alignment will provide for a much better traffic flow to and 
around Bowie, once it is complete.  We also believe that the 
construction of a new bridge in connection with the new 

© 
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d)?y 
WEINBERG AND GREEN 

Mr. Neil Pedersen 
February 3, 1909 
Page 2 

alignment is essential to the proper use of Route 450.  We support 
the City of Bowie in their request to keep the dimensions of the 
bridge and overpass to a minimum as the new alignment borders 
existing residential development. 

As I indicated earlier in this letter, our concern is the 
leaving of the existing bridge open to service the local business 
community such as J-Mart, Collington Park, Shell, Hardware City to 
name but a few.  J-Mart has been an institution to Bowie.  It was 
here before Levitt and continues as an active business — even 
contemplating expansion to a larger restaurant facility.  My 
client is currently designing a business park on the existing 8 
acres of Commercial Miscellaneous (CM) property located adjacent 
to the railroad tracks.  While we do not believe that direct 
access to the new Route 450 is required for our project, we do 
believe that direct access to Bowie over the existing bridge is an 
absolute necessity. 

We understand the concern about the useful life of the 
existing bridge; however, it is our belief that as the bulk of the 
traffic shifts to the new bridge and alignment of Route 450, the 
ADT over the existing bridge will dramatically drop resulting in 
the lengthening of the life of the bridge considerably.  We also 
note in your chart that the estimated cost of maintaining that 
bridge at a 15 ton limit is $400,000.  This is a cost which 
compared to the loss of business is minimal. 

We would like to draw the State Highway Administration's 
attention to the proposed Master Plan drawings and alignment of 
A-44.  None of your drawings reflects this alignment.  The Right 
of Way for A-44 has already been reserved thru a number of 
projects in the Bowie area.  A-44 is designed to have a diamond 
interchange with the new alignment of Route 450.  It is note 
designed to have an interchange or access at old Route 450.  The 
plans show a cul de sac on either side of A-44.  If the bridge is 
closed, these properties will have no access to a road and will be 
landlocked.  While funding of A-44 is not necessarily in the near 
future — its designs, right of way and intent are known (limited 
access) and must be taken into consideration in your designs for 
the realignment of Route 450.  The alternative to maintaining the 
Bridge in its existing location after the new alignment is 
complete would be the construction of an overpass or underpass 
allowing traffic to flow on Old Route 450.  This alternative is 
significantly more expensive than maintaining the old bridge with 
its dramatically reduced ADT. 

If the decision on the part of the State Highway 
Administration is to close the existing bridge, then our position 
must shift to one of not supporting the realignment of Route 450 
but in' maintaining its present alignment with the construction of 
a new bridge in its existing or approximate location. (Option Wl) 

3 

VI-76 



azf 
... _ Mr.   Neil   Peder.sen 
WEINBERG AND GREEN Februarys,   1989 

Page   3 

Again, I would like to thank you for your time, and urge 
you to plan on maintaining the existing bridge to service the 
local business community. 

Yours truly • 

0328/cwp 

/ • 

Charles^^T:' Ryan III 
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Responses to Mr. Charles L. Ryan, III 

1. Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 bridge over 
the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will likely be 
rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining use of MD 450 west of 
MD 197 provides access to businesses along Existing MD 450 and provides 
necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 197 
intersection. 

2. The relocated alignment is included with the Selected Alternate. 

3. Because proposed A-44 is not a part of the State highway network, is 
unfunded and has an uncertain future, it is not a consideration in this 
study. However, based on what information is known about A-44, nothing 
in the proposed design of MD 450 would preclude A-44. 
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NAME 

PRINT'" ADDRESS 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION z^r.   .T-- 

QUESTIONS  AND/OR  COMMENTS ^EV"rr•:"-r';T 

"    "" n" • •-• '•"" 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 L'' ' 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO f^j, :  u .--::: »nQ 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 '=3 '>•'  4 O m tiij 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

LlMlAJ^U      ft.    A/^/<OiJ HATP     /-V'$7 
PLEASE        //f/^    falAllt/faJl 

CITY/TOWN mihL-JLIU STATF   /^^ ZIP   CQDE^dLllA- 

I/We wish to comment o/'mquirejabout the following aspects of this project: 

I.   <*kz. LAJI AM* tec** kj 

2, firf h*   M/re/Q^P   &&;*?<; -h' &&c* l&tvrc M;^ 

/VoT Sr   /tf/r •*>   Ai^.J?^,  A,£//c £^,:~. ^J^-f? 

-TZ*^ 

i     i Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

1 Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

•Persons  who have received  a  copy  of  this  brochure  through  the mail  are  already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Responses to Mr. Linwood R. Nelson 

1. Studies indicate no taking from this property. Precise right-of-way 
requirements will be determined during the subsequent design phase. 

2. Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy 
assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when FHWA noise abatement 
criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is approached or exceeded or when 
predicted noise levels exceed existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more. 
Consideration of noise mitigation (generally mounds or barriers) also 
includes feasibility (physically buildable and capable of reducing noise 
levels by at least 7-10 dBA), reasonableness (less than $40,000 per 
residence impacted), and if the mitigation is acceptable to affected 
property owners. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). The Selected Alternate results 
in violation of Federal Noise Abatement Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 
23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at each 
of these areas. Only NSA's 11, 12 and 31 satisfied cost per residence 
criteria, warranting further investigation during final design. The 
Holmehurst West subdivision was analyzed using NSA 21 which has a current 
ambient level of 61 dBA and a projected noise level of 65 dBA for the year 
2015 with the Selected Alternate built. This noise level does not meet 
federal criteria to warrant abatement consideration. 

3. Currently, no sidewalk is planned in this area since none exists today. 
A multi-use trail is planned behind the north curbline. 
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5EGLER COMPANIES"'  • 
CcTimercial and nesiaen*;ai CeveicDer&-_>    ..      ,._    _ ii.. ..__ 

I'c3   •-     i. cl Pi'i   CJ 

Today is Monday 
the 6th of February 1989 
Have a Nice Day 

Mr. Donald G. Honeywell 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
Project Manager 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD   21202 

Re:   inprovements to Route 450 between Stoneybrook Drive 
and Superior Lane opposite The Market Place, Bowie, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Honeywell: 

I reviewed the plans on display last week at Bowie Hgh School as they 
affect The Market Place, which we own.   My ccmments are as fallows: 

1) We strongly urge the widening to 6 lanes as opposed to 4 lanes to 
inprove traffic flow and the service levels at the intersection of Superior Lane 
and Stoneybrook Lane. Our feeilings are that the 4 lane improvement would 
be inadequate at completion or soon thereafter. 

2) At this tine there are a substantial number of vehicles proceeding 
westbound on Route 450 and turning left into our parking area at the 
entrance opposite (near) the fire station. Both the 4 lane and 6 lane 
proposals would elmnate this turning movement, thus, logically these vehicles 
would then be making a left turn at Superior Lane into the shopping center 
thereby increasing the left turn movements at Superior Lane, which are 
already heavy. We would like your department to consider widening the break 
opposite the fire station to allow this left turn movement to continue as it 
now exists and eliminate the mountable median. 

3) We urge your department to consider placing the overhead telephone and 
electric lines between Race Track Road and Bowie Hgh Schod underground as 
a part of the highway project. I believe you will find the owners of Hilltop 
Shopping Center and Freestate Mall supportive of this position. We realize 
that this is an additional cost, however, it would have a very positive effect 
on the aesthetics of the finished highway. While I can not speak for the 
other owners in the Central Business District, I would be willing to consider a 
special asssessment spread over a number of years to defray the cost of 
these improvements and I believe the other owners may likewise be willing to 
do so. 

? 
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^Tr. Donald G. Honeywell 
February 6,  1989 
Page 2 

4) We believe that special emphasis should be placed on the landscape 
design for the median strip and the non-paved areas within the r.o.w. between 
Racetrack Road and Bowie Kgh School. An imaginative landscape plan and 
proper maintenance of same would have a very positive effect on the 
aesthetics of the finished highway, the adjacent business district, and the 
community as a whole. 

5) We ask your department to consider a thietable which would give early 
priority to the construction of this highway from Route 301 to the Bowie Kgh 
School or perhaps to Route 197 as we believe this would alleviate much of 
the congestion through the highly developed portion of Bowie and through the 
central business district and would have a very positive stablizing effect on 
the business district which has and continues to be undergoing substantial 
rehabilitation. 

Finally, I would like to obtain copies of the 4-lane and 6-iane plans for 
the section between Mtop Road and Bowie Hgh School. Also, if possible, I 
would like to obtain copies of the oblique aerial photograph showing The 
Market Place that was on display at Bowie Hgh School last week. 

Your department is to be commended on the fine planning and 
presentations. We look forward to seeing this project proceeding at an . early 
date. 

Sincerely, 

THE ZEGLER COMPANIES      y 

Richard T. Tiegle?    / 

RTZrlj 

cc:   Honorable Senator Leo Greene 
Mayor Richard Logue 
Charles Moore, Bowie City Manager 
Betsy Burian, Bowie Chamber of Commerce 
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Responses to Mr. Richard T. Ziegler 

1. The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

2. Extensive coordination with business owners east of Highbridge Road, the 
City of Bowie, the Bowie Chamber of Commerce and area residents has been 
made a part of this study. This coordination has resulted in a mutually 
agreeable access design and has kept consistency with SHA cross-over 
spacing criteria. 

3. Because there is only limited right-of-way available, placing additional 
utilities underground may require additional right-of-way and preclude some 
landscape features the City previously requested. All additional costs 
associated with placing overhead utilities underground, including 
additional right-of-way acquisition, would be the responsibility of the 
City of Bowie. 

4. The SHA is committed to extensive landscaping within its right-of-way 
throughout this project. Comprehensive landscape studies will be 
undertaken to determine the feasibility of a number of preservation and 
enhancement measures. Features to be considered include berming, privacy 
screening, plantings, etc. Particular emphasis will be focused on 
residential areas and a streetscape plan for the Bowie central business 
district. Additional R/W dedications could result in enhanced landscaping. 
Final decisions will be made during the design phase dependent upon 
funding, available R/W, utility locations and drainage requirements. 

5. The current Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) limits funding of 
the MD 450 project to project planning. When location and design approvals 
are achieved, the project would then compete with other projects for 
inclusion in the CTP for subsequent phases. Based on current funding 
levels it is unlikely that construction funding for other than short 
sections funded under our special projects program will become available 
before the mid 1990's. 
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F.  X.  CARILLO    &    P.   R.  CEPPA.   M.D..   P.C. 
14300   GALLANT   FOX   LANE.   SUITE   22A 

BOWIE.   MARYLAND   20715 

TELEPHONE   (301)   262-7740 

Februarv 2, 

State Highway Administration 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Encineerinc 
Post Office Box 717 
Baltimore, Ma. 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Pedersen, Director 

This letter is to advise the State Highway Admi ni £.~-3-> z- 
that we urge you to approve Option # 3. 

Any other option would make access to this complex very 
difficult. Many of the patients that come to the doctors 
in this complex are elderly and transportation is diffi- 
cult for them as it is. To change the existing access 
would make it even more difficult. 

We urge you to approve Option # 3. 

Sincerel-v, 

P. R. Ceopa, M. D. 
F. X. Cari Ilo, M. n. 

PRC:FXC:jmb 

RECEIVED 
PEB 10 198? 

DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF 
PlANKIHfi & PRELIMINARy ENGINEERING 

53^ 
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% 
Response to F. X. Carillo ani 

P. R. Ceppa, H.D. 

The Selected Alternate includes Option 2A for MD 197.  A median opening 
will be provided at Gallant Fox Lane. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR  COMMENTS 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

^37 

£EW.%.w'^d 2/(0/8^ 

NAME ^A;^ frJ. &//y(~st .DA TC^/jAr 
PmNT85     ADDRESS   1*3?    />7 £1^/^M/S      LA/SiT 

CITY/TOWH   /J/<)Ctj}<^ RTATF   y^/ .ZIP  CODE^^ZZ£l. 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

—^/^//   r— ! i^- 

£&?»,/>    «<7? jt^/^MtJ {//#    ZPJ/XM/T&J 

@ 

Ca  Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

F     ?lease delete, my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

•Persons who have received  a copy of this  brochure through  the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Responses to Burton W. Oliver ^3f 
1. Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 bridge over 

the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will likely be 
rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining use of MD 450 west of 
MD 197 provides access to businesses along Existing MD 450 and provides 
necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 197 
intersection. 

2. The Selected Alternate for MD 197 improvement is Option 2A, providing a 
4-lane divided section with existing profile and variable width median (4'- 
16') from Existing MD 450 to 500'+ north of Relocated MD 450. Double left 
turns will be provided at the northbound and southbound approaches to 
Relocated MD 450, and a median break will be provided at Gallant Fox Lane. 

3. Option E4 has been selected. This option will result in the extension of 
Twin Cedar Lane across Existing MD 450 to intersect Twisting Lane as 
indicated on the original plans for the Tulip Grove subdivision. Existing 
MD 450 will be closed between MD 197 and Moylan/Trinity Drives, with the 
roadbed remaining as a multi-use trail. Existing MD 450 (to the west) will 
form a T-intersection at MD 197. 

4. The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 
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JOMrj l_ KMOTT. JR.. Pr^srOBnc 
JAMES W. MUBSAWD. Exocucwe Vce Pr«».oonc 

February 1, 1989 

The Honorable Parris N. Glendening 
County Executive, Prince George's County 
County Administration Building 
Upper Marlboro, MD 2077? 

Re:  Road Widening Plan for Route 4 50 
Bowie & Environs 

Good morning: 

The position paper from the Bowie City Council has recently come to the 
attention of the SMBIA.  In addition, the January 12th edition of the 
Bowie Blade reports Bowie's interest in "nailing" the planning staff 
because they disagree with road improvements and upzoning 
recommendations.  The planning staff recommendations are the draft 
results of over 2 years of local public hearings.  These require a 
response. 

The SMBIA would like to see the City and the County plan ahead, take 
the responsibility for their very successful economic development and 
approach the problem of financing capital improvement projects 
realistically. 

Through the efforts of the County and the City, Bowie alone will 
attract 50,000 - 60,000 new jobs over the next 15 years at Bowie New 
Town, Maryland Science and Tech Center, the Collington Center and 
others.  Based on recent housing data that one new household is created 
for every 3.5 jobs, at the minimum, Bowie employment will create 14,000 
new households.  Additionally, the County has very successfully 
marketed the Landover, New Carrollton, Lanham and Greenbelt areas for 
commercial and industrial development.  Corporations, however, will not 
locate in these new commercial complexes unless their employees can 
find a place to live which they can afford. 

The widening of Mt. Oak, Mitchellville, Woodacres, Church, Enterprise, 
Highbridgs, and Route 450 especially, is essential for both relieving 
current pressures and anticipating future growth.  Prince Georae's 
County received national recognition for its foresight and planning and 
for its unique partnership with the'business community.  Key 
justification for the All American City award was the combined 
public-private effort to raise taxes for infrastructure improvements 
and for the economic development effort of the County and businesses. 
During the last election, the business community activity supported the 
E.E.S.T. effort for road improvements.  As a result, this was passed 
overwhelmingly with a greater than 80% suppcrt from the Bowie voting 
districts. 

Quality of Life Built in Partnership 
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Letter to Parris Giendening 
February 1, 1989 

The development community has shown a willinaness to wo-.- w- -nc-     ^  wS 
county at providinq realistic solutions 10 transportaticr. crobloms. 
Aaditionally, new households and employment centers crec-ed in -he •=" 
area would become a tremendous source • of tax revenue fcr"oad =n^ c"^- 
puolic improvements.  Current new house construction averaaes 
1-1/2 times the average home value of Bowie.  This av--ra~="new -,o--e 
yields a surplus of tax revenues; for every $1 of countv'sxcendiiu-es 
the county receives $1.30, which is a respectable .30 ce.-.t "orof--"  ' 
(source - RPR Economic Consultants.) * 

It is clear that the master plan anticipated growth.  With the 
exceptional employment increases and the huge pent-up dejLand for 
housing in the Bowie area, the time is now to make and anticipate road 
construction and to deliver on the promise of the master olan for 
suburban densities in the 450 corridor. 

^J989 tue COUntY maY add 4'000'000 s<3- ft. of commercial snace and 
6,000 new households. It is both unrealistic and irresponsible to stoo 
or slow road improvements. If this growth were accommodated in low  * 
density development, it would take over 4,000 new acres c' land 
According to the 2020 Panel report, the cost of roads for"low density 
development is 2.6 times that of high density development.  The cost 
for energy is 1.8 times higher and requires 90% more driving time 
This report states that "sprawl is an ineffective use of the land.'" 

Lastly, the SMBIA is concerned about jobs.  If houses car-ot be buU^ 
if roads are not improved and if buildings do not lease, -he ^ndust-C 
is out of work. This will not be tolerated. The indust-v is a 
significant economic force that is critical to the healthV th^s 
county.  We cannot be overlooked. 

The County has received and deserves national recognition for its 
leadership, its partnership with the business community, its quali-v of 
life and its foresight and planning.  You cannot allow the parochial 
concerns of the privileged few in Bowie to affect the ars-th and 
success of the entire county. 

Please accept this as the position of SMBIA. 

Sincerely, 

a6hn Knott hrf,   President 
Suburban Maryland Building Industry Association 

& 
Henry Gilford, Chairma'n 
Public Transportation Subcommittee 

cc:  Governor W.D. Schaefer 
Hal Kassoff 
Bowie Blade 
Mayor Logue 
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Response to the Suburban Maryland Building Industry Association 

The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and 
subsequent to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and 
federal agencies and elected officials, and level of service 
requiremento. The Selected Alternate will provide four through lanes 
from Whitfield Chapel Road to MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 
to east of MD 197 and four through lanes from east MD 197 to west 
of MD 3. 
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FROj!:Cr 
DEVP-J .-jj 

DEVELOPER 
j-en  \ " 

'   '        A..  I (_- 

-i. \I!II(M)K SHOPPING CENTER 

Sl'ITE 200 

:'!.-..•« I.ANHAM SEVERN ROAD 

POST OFFICE BOX 523 

^1   \HI«X>K. MARYLAND 20706 

.301) -)77-4.50O 

li M.IIMORF. LINE 7D2-4t)IG 

February /, 19S9 

Mr. Donald Honeywell 
Project Manager 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
BaltimorR- MD 21202 

RE: Maryland Route 450 
Location & Design 

Dear Mr. Honeywell: 

We reviewed the proposed access to Hilltop Plaza at MD 450 
(4 lane & 6 lane sections) at the February 2, 1989 Public Hearing. 
The proposed access shows three points of access to Hilltop Plaza; 
right turn access in and out of the easternmost driveway, right 
turn access in and out and left turn access in for the middle 
driveway and right turn access in and out of the westernmost 
driveway.  We find the proposed access acceptable even though 
we feel it is a hardship and will have detrimental impact on 
the Shopping Center. 

We also reviewed the access to our property on north side 
of MD 450 between Bell Station Road and Sir Lancelot.  It was 
explained to us that we will retain access to new MD 450, which 
will be relocated slightly to the south of current MD 450, as 
current MD 450 will remain in the State Highway right-of-way. 

Should anything occur that would change the proposed access 
for either of our properties we would appreciate your notifying 
us immediately. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Coakl^y 
Director of Public Relation: 

KC:lh 
cc: Frank Storch 

Sol Spetner 

SHOPPING CENTEILS: COLLINGTON PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER • HILLTOP PLAZA SI lOPPINC iTNTICH 

LANHAM SHOPPING CENTER • SEABROOK SHOPPING CENTER 
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Response to Kathv Coaklev 
(M. Leo Storch, Developer) 

^7 

Left turn access to the Hilltop Plaza remains the same for the Selected 
Alternate as for the 4-Lane and 6-Lane Alternates presented at the hearing. 

Access design has not been revised since the public hearing for the portion 
of MD 450 between Bell Station Road and Sir Lancelot Drive. 
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Response to Ms. Anne W. Higgins 
^fJ5 

The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies and 
elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected Alternate 
will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to MD 704, six through 
lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through lanes from east MD 197 to 
west of MD 3. The proposed four lane improvement through Bowie will provide a 
vast improvement in capacity and safety while maintaining a "main street" quality 
by means of landscaping and pedestrian considerations. The roadway will have 
uncontrolled access which, with turning lanes, will allow MD 450 to continue its 
dual role of carrying through traffic and providing access to adjacent 
properties. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION [•"••••:.:',JX^'l 

QUESTIONS  AND/OR  COMMENTS "   :'. >   ";' '   ~ 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 tcj j-'i     /«   n, 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO " -- nil  ""O 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

o: 

NAME 

PRINT 

M/I<?<1    IDhfilCOHfi nm.*'fi-P/ 
PLEASE -A•*•* faifiv   Oi'bmAPn   -m-'f.'irc 

CITY/TOWN     OOit)/ I STATf A/ T) 7iP  nnnP   M    //3 

I/We wlim-io cormnent or inquire a&oin tne following aVpec"^ of this project: 

n t\A (M   Li^iU,     h().iS   ItL-^kz^y    U^Cl;.^    gL.-fc.C-   ^U&ti'U 

•^ 

/^ y ^i 

v J-^- \t- 

Ci%(iX ^-U- H^CcC  ^ C<,6^L^>Z fU^?^ S^K LU.- 
CZD  Please add rfvj/our na$e(s) to the Mailing List.* 

] Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

•Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through  the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Responses to Ms. Marv Whitcomb Atf 
A multi-use trail is proposed on the north side of MD 450 for the entire 
length of the project except east of Race Track Rd. Where an outer curb 
is to be initially constructed, the trail would be 8 feet in width and 
would be set back approximately 5' from face of curb. Where an outer 
shoulder is initially constructed, the multi-use trail would utilize the 
shoulder until the ultimate outer curb is constructed. Funds permitting, 
ultimate roadway slopes would be constructed initially. 

Since this regional community center has been included in master plans, 
traffic forecasts and subsequent intersection lane configurations have 
adequately addressed the proposed center. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

^ 

MARYLAND- ROUTE 450 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO      :\.. . .      lu 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3      i "! ' ;  'I -- J.il '83 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

NAME 

CITY/TOWN     ^0 tO1 H£ STATE ^"-^ ZIP  C 0 D E±±^Z2^L_ 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

_ "7/U>->^    4/ -ttu^j^   kjj>St..-    rup-hs^C . --/.o   ^r. 

iW}*,    '-PAJ-S    /Z>iy-J       n^J? /J^,    _<2s>LtZ*, JL,U.JL    <?-*—# 

vQ  Please add my/our name(s) to  the Mailing  List.* 

r       Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

• Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through  the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Response to  Ms.   Brvna Anton M* 
The proposed four lane improvement through Bowie will provide a vast 

improvement in capacity and safety while maintaining a "main street" quality by 
means of landscaping and pedestrian considerations. The roadway will have 
uncontrolled access which, with turning lanes, will allow MD 450 to continue its 
dual role of carrying through traffic and providing access to adjacent 
properties. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

^ W 
MARYLAND ROUTE 450 

WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO ! '-'•i -     >-i  -2 iVn b'j 
TOST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

NAME ZJ^JU'J* QNfi'J/ HATP /<? Fe.    39 

PmNATSE     ADDRESS    3&/{,     MEMOHlS,     ^l/JAJ^  

CITY/TOWN  ^nt,,'te. STATE   Mb zip nnnr £/) 7;S~ 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

=?,r MPHL *^J/J a*^ ^^^y ^^Z. ^^^v. (J# 

V^^j       ft3.    rJ   irf,.   tfrL^j.     - „^- 

-LL—J(jjtiJiJi.    (J^U^t     ^KEW     Jt-trft*? 

 T   

J      • >" z 

S^pi tease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

_J Please delete my/our name(s) from  the Mailing List. 

*Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through the mail are already 
on  the project Mailing  List. 
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Responses to Mr. John J. O'Neill 

Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy 
assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when FHWA noise abatement 
criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is approached or exceeded or when 
predicted noise levels exceed existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more. 
Consideration of noise mitigation (generally mounds or barriers) also 
includes feasibility (physically buildable and capable of reducing noise 
levels by at least 7-10 dBA), reasonableness (less than $40,000 per 
residence impacted), and if the mitigation is acceptable to affected 
property owners. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). The Selected Alternate results 
in violation of Federal Noise Abatement Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 
23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at each 
of these areas. Only NSA's 11, 12 and 31 satisfied cost per residence 
criteria, warranting further investigation during final design. Noise 
barriers were analyzed along MD 197 north of Relocated MD 450 but found 
not to be cost effective. 

The grade reduction was proposed under Option 2B or 3 to improve MD 197 
sight distance by lengthening the crest vertical curve which exists. The 
grade reduction would have reduced the amount that the roadway sits above 
the O'Neill residence to about 2'. Neither of these two grade reduction 
options was selected. Improvements to MD 197 further north of Relocated 
MD 450 may be considered in future Project Planning Studies. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION • ;    -" 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR COMMENTS - 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450 f'';:-, 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO '"'  ""  • • 2  .,'.', j': 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

NAME   Of^k    J ^ ka  > DATP  'Z-'T-Sy 

PmNTSE     ADDRPfiS     //^//    ^^ ^ ^       £«. * e-  

CITY/TOWN feo W( &- STATF       T*/*/ 7IP   r.nnp      ^o?/4~~ 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

«2SY 

.L Qt-vec^ £? -2 -J' 

'TT-al gt  A • ^U-g-^r  o »-\ 7T7      fc~(L(>/& ~f~t^  r~    J?j>  c   /cog '^'T^       fZ'0 

7^4^^-     -/-^j/ZiSf •'tl *.„*,-   h^,/J It-tc/t/fb 

VTA Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

1 Please delete my/our name(s) from  the Mailing List. 

*Persons who have received  a  copy  of this  brochure through  the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Responses to Mr. Dick Jenkins 

1. Option D has been selected for the MD 450/704 intersection. This option 
proposes the slight northern relocation of MD 704 and reorientation of the 
MD 450/704 intersection to give preference as a through movement to the 
traffic from westbound MD 450 to southbound MD 704 and from northbound MD 
704 to eastbound MD 450. Westbound MD 450 traffic will flow uninterrupted 
across the intersection by means of a one lane ramp. Eastbound MD 450 will 
go through the right angle intersection using double left turns. 

2. The Selected Alternate for MD 197 improvement is Option 2A, providing a 
4-lane divided section with existing profile and variable width median (4'- 
16') from Existing MD 450 to 500'+ north of Relocated MD 450. Double left 
turns will be provided at the northbound and southbound approaches to 
Relocated MD 450, and a median break will be provided at Gallant Fox Lane. 

3. Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 bridge over 
the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will likely be 
rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining use of MD 450 west of 
MD 197 provides access to businesses along Existing MD 450 and provides 
necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 197 
intersection. 

4. Option E4 has been selected. This option will result in the extension of 
Twin Cedar Lane across Existing MD 450 to intersect Twisting Lane as 
indicated on the original plans for the Tulip Grove subdivision. Existing 
MD 450 will be closed between MD 197 and Moylan/Trinity Drives, with the 
roadbed remaining as a multi-use trail. Existing MD 450 (to the west) will 
form a T-intersection at MD 197. 

5. The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR  COMMENTS 

i MARYLAND ROUTE 450 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

NAME /-fVV-v-M       £,     nll/eKSo^ DATF    J.-fC-f*! 

ppf^T85     ADDRESS / 3-3 J- %      "f~,-llnor^       L*.^ a-  

CITY/TOWN       Bo^.^- STATE       A^J. • ZIP   cnnF,JLc7 f  5 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

I^'^IK    (Pt-Qw    kt^e..?*      ^1,-rU,    f-Lg.     g^z-sf^A,-^     kbc-c/ 

CZI  Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

I    ] Please delete my/our name(s) from  the Mailing List. 

• Persons who have received a copy  of this  brochure through  the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Response to Mr. Larrv E. Rlverson 

Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy 
assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when FHWA noise abatement 
criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is approached or exceeded or when 
predicted noise levels exceed existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more. 
Consideration of noise mitigation (generally mounds or barriers) also 
includes feasibility (physically buildable and capable of reducing noise 
levels by at least 7-10 dBA), reasonableness (less than $40,000 per 
residence impacted), and if the mitigation is acceptable to affected 
property owners. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). The Selected Alternate results 
in violation of Federal Noise Abatement Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 
23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at each 
of these areas. Only NSA's 11, 12 and 31 satisfied cost per residence 
criteria, warranting further investigation during final design. NSA 7 is 
representative of homes along Tilbury Lane. NSA 7 is projected to have 
a noise level of 63 dBA in the year 2015 which is not in violation of 
noise abatement criteria. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR COMMENTS 

MARYLAND  ROUTE   450 
WHITFIELD  CHAPEL  ROAD  TO 
WEST  OF  MARYLAND  ROUTE   3 

CONTRACT  NO.   P  844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN  PUBLIC  HEARING 

FEBRUARY  2,   1989 

NAME      Norman E. Dye   .  DATC 2/14/89 

PRf|^
E    ADDRESS    3134 Belair Drive 

CITY/TOWN    Bowie STATE    Maryland 7IP nonF     20715 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

As a honeowner whose home is located at the comer of Belair Drive and Route 450, 

I have major concerns with reference to the fact that no plans have been marip for 

noise abatement to those honeowners who live so near to Route 450.    You need onlv 
^— •• _      __ •-•  —*  

to sit in my living roan or on my  front porch, to realize the present noise IPVPI r 

which seems to be increasing at a rapid rate. Whatever would we do with a four 

_ d forbid a six) lane highway under our bedroon window without sons type of protection 

from that noise? To go one step further in this matter, I ask that anv consirlpr^inn 

made to noise abatement and the construction of same would have such an appearance 

not to distract from the value of our homes. Your attention in this matter is  

greatly appreciated. Thank you.  

1    1 Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

f  ^ Please delete my/our name(s) from  the Mailing List. 

•Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through  the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 
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Response to Mr. Norman E. Dve 

Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy- 
assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when FHWA noise abatement 
criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is approached or exceeded or when 
predicted noise levels exceed existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more. 
Consideration of noise mitigation (generally mounds or barriers) also 
includes feasibility (physically buildable and capable of reducing noise 
levels by at least 7-10 dBA), reasonableness (less than $40,000 per 
residence impacted), and if the mitigation is acceptable to affected 
property owners. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). The Selected Alternate results 
in violation of Federal Noise Abatement Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 
23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at each 
of these areas. Only NSA's 11, 12 and 31 satisfied cost per residence 
criteria, warranting further investigation during final design. NSA 34 
is representative of homes along Belair Drive. As a result of projected 
noise levels, a barrier was analyzed at this location and found not to be 
cost effective. 
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SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 2M01-1991 

LEO E. GREEN 

23RD LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY 

February  13,   1989 ANNAPOLIS ACDRESS. 

JAMES OFFICE 9UILDING 

ROOM 212 

ANNAPOLIS   MARYLAND 214011991 

TELEPHONE 

AASUINGTON AOE»    858 3631 

Neil J. Pedersen 
Director 
Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
707 NorttfSalvert Street 
Baltimore, MarylJa'nd 21202 

(     /I/ 
Dear Mr^'Pedai;, 

Thi^/refers to our conversation at the Route 450 
meeting on February 2, 1989, concerning the Marne Lane 
residents.  Enclosed please find a letter I received 
from these residents expressing their concerns with 
the reconstruction of this roadway.  Please advise me 
as to when you could meet with them to discuss their 
concerns. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and 
I look forward to your reply/ / / 

SirTCett£Zy, 

Le'o  Green 

Of?       ±) i 4 ^ \T / e. e n i ^ G. 

~Vuei, do-J 

^ 0-O       p <\^i 

z. S   • c^ 2- 
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Honorable Leo E. Green 
State Senate, Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie, Maryland  20715 

Re:  Proposed Road Re-construction 
Trinity/Moylon Drive eastward 

on   Md.   Route   450 

RECEIVED 
rEB  16 1S89 

„,„     WSECTM, OFFICE Df 
Vms "mm ummm 

Dear Senator Green: 

It now appears that the final approvals for converting Route 450 
to a four lane highway are nearing completion, with enough right- 
of-way being initially appropriated for an ultimate six-lane 
roadway in the above referenced corridor. 

After reviewing all of the plans provided by the State Highway 
Administration, and looking at aerial photographs that portray the 
various road-way configurations, it is apparent that one very 
important area has been over looked completely or has been 
relegated to study "at a future time," and that issue concerns the 
noise abatement and privacy of those homes that will be most 
affected by the road project. d* 
While the traffic and engineering studies appear complete in every 
detail, no consideration has been given to the installation of 
barriers or screen plantings of trees and shrubs. 

Accordingly Senator Green, on behalf of all of the residents of 
Marne Lane, we ask that you get a committment from the State 
Highway Administration to furnish us with the following: 

In back of our respective residences, 
(1)  an earthen embankment, at least four 

possibly six feet in height. 
and 

(2)  Heavy screen plantings consisting of both 
trees (evergreen) and dense shrubbery 

We feel that this would constitute a minimum effort on the part of 
the State Highway Commission, but would provide us with a quality 
of life we have come to enjoy in Bowie over the past years. 

f 

VI-110 



^\b^~ 
Thank you very much for your interest in our problem.  If you 
would care to discuss this matter in person with the home-owners 
on Marne Lane, please call me (Thorn Donnelly 262-0677' and I will 
be happy to set up a meeting at your convenience. 

Regards/ 

^mfar"1•* 
signed 

12201 Marne Lane 

12205 Marne Lan</ 

12 203 Marne Lane 

12207 Marne Lane 

12209,-Marne Lane    •/ 

NOTE: The above letter represents a consensus of the Marne 
Lane residents; attached afce concerns that have been 
individually expressed by several home-owners. 
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Attachment 

QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS 

The Marne Lane residents are concerned that the close proxim- 
ity to Route 450 and their homes is a physical safety threat to 
both their life and property.  The increased volume of traffic 
travelling at a high rate of speed at a distance of 85 feet to 100 
feet from their homes is extremely hazardous to life and property. 

The absence of physical barriers and impediments to these 
properties affords a greater danger and opportunity for intrusion 
of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  This places the home-owners 
at a higher risk due to accidents and break-ins. 

Another concern is the increased exhaust fumes from high /""^N 
volume traffic, especially in summer, which will greatly restrict (J? ' 
outdoor activities, impair health, and reduce air quality. ^ 

In the Summer of 1987, the City of Bowie put in french drains 
on the Marne Lane properties to alleviate severe water problems. 
The property owners paid the City for this work.  Will the wid- 
ening and new grading of Route 450 result in water runoff over 
their properties from the higher elevation of Route 450?  In the 
event of increased water runoff from the new road is it likely 
that.the french drain work will be negated?  What guarantees will 
be given to the home-owners that this can be prevented? 

£ 

Another concern is that the saleability of these homes have 
been adversely affected by the proposed Route 450 project.  There 
is a vast gap between fair market value and what would or could be 
the actual, selling price for these homes at the present time, 
especially since the name and address of four (4) home-owners was 
indicated on the schematics at the February 2, 1989 public hear- 
ing. 

(l) 

CONCERN 

#      #      #      #      #      #      #      #      0      it      it      it      it 

The main storm water drain in the back corner of the property 
at 12209 Marne Lane.  The heavy flow of water emptying into the 
drain.ditch on Marne Lane has resulted in a dangerous erosion to 
the ditch wall.  No tie-ins to the storm drain should be make 
during road expansion construction until the City of Bowie has 
completed a shoring up of the ditch wall. 

(k) 
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Maryland Department ofTransportation 
State Highway Administration 

M 
Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

March 8, 1989 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Maryland State Senate 
James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991 

Dear Senatoj>-Gfeen: 

Thank you for your note of February 13th conveying the 
concerns several residents of Marne Lane have about the proposed 
improvement of MD 450 within the City of Bowie. 

Our staff, headed by Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of our 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, will meet on site 
on Tuesday, April 25th at 7:00 p.m. to review these concerns with 
you and the residents.  Our staff will be in touch with your 
office to determine the precise meeting site you prefer, 
depending upon the weather. 

Please do not hesitate to call me or Neil if any questions 
arise m the interim.  Neil can be reached at (301) 333-1110. 

Hdl Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:tn 

cc:  Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr-: Charles B. Adams 

^Jfr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
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Additional Responses to Mr. & Mrs. Thorn Donnelly, D.H. Bueridge, 
Ms. Theresa Malczynski, Mr. Richard M. Talbott and Ms. Clara J. Cunningham 

1. Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy 
assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when FHWA noise abatement 
criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is approached or exceeded or when 
predicted noise levels exceed existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more. 
Consideration of noise mitigation (generally mounds or barriers) also 
includes feasibility (physically buildable and capable of reducing noise 
levels by at least 7-10 dBA), reasonableness (less than $40,000 per 
residence impacted), and if the mitigation is acceptable to affected 
property owners. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). The Selected Alternate results 
in violation of Federal Noise Abatement Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 
23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at each 
of these areas. Only NSA's 11, 12 and 31 satisfied cost per residence 
criteria, warranting further investigation during final design. Noise 
mitigation in the Marne Lane area was analyzed and found to be cost 
prohibitive. 

2. There is insufficient right-of-way, without property owner dedications, 
for earth berms. Vegetative buffering and privacy screening will be 
investigated during final design. 

3. Along Marne Lane, the proposed improvements will leave 80'-130' between 
the proposed curb line and residences. Vertical faced curb proposed with 
the Selected Alternate in combination with the distances that properties 
are set back from the road, result in a low probability that errant 
vehicles will enter properties. 

4. SHA is unaware of any evidence from studies on similar projects to support 
the claim of increased crime due to highway improvements. 

5. The State and National Ambient Air Quality Standards for carbon monoxide 
will not be exceeded with Selected Alternate. Roadway congestion 
associated with the No-Build Alternate would result in higher carbon 
monoxide concentrations. 
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Storm drain design is addressed at the Final Design stage of the project, 
subsequent to Location/Design approval. Storm drainage will be implemented 
in such a way that the rate of discharges from SHA right-of-way do not 
increase by more than 10% before stormwater management quantity control 
measures are implemented, and ponding levels do not increase at all. SHA 
will coordinate final drainage design with the City of Bowie. 

The improvements to MD 450 are not likely to have a beneficial effect on 
values of residences immediately adjacent to the alignment. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION   PRO. 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR COMMENTS0EVr; 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450       „ 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO    f E3 I ;•  '• 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

^A 

pmNATSE   An"agaft       ^1/0,    olcl   t1^   S"^ — 

CITY/TOWN /SoiOlg- STATE_/2^ ZIP  CODE     2$?/* 

I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

(Xa      C^Jl^Cch^d    <r/   T^b    6&>~v^   lO&lz     &OU-: edlsr)  

, — v   ' '  7\ 

cJLjl<~-*y 

VYDXAJT/-   C^J^-  /yu^i   AjL^o   **   ste- o^^^-^^-A 

flLr/sJld-Ur\   ra^J'^i—      /^     C&e^v^ £)^£^ 

S^   QQyry^    ^   £&_    **J0^J   J /^-'    7^^ /lA^x^n -y 

7^ LJ* jQaJZ.   c^r^^   Q^tJ ^L^^ Hx-Z- 

(y^/f^TM^^^^^o  a*^.*/   (z^xLe^o    ~/-o  s-J^t.   cx^f.-^ ' ^  y^'' 

I—I  Please add nriy/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* / 

[       Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

• Persons who have received  a copy  of this  brochure through the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. _ "? 

ex..    -iLtf^-uw^ _ VI-116 
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Response to Ms. Joan Roache 

The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

A multi-use trail is proposed on the north side of MD 450 for the entire 
length of the project except east of Race Track Rd. Where an outer curb 
is to be initially constructed, the trail would be 8 feet in width and 
would be set back approximately 5' from face of curb. Where an cyuter 
shoulder is initially constructed, the multi-use trail would utilize the 
shoulder until the ultimate outer curb is constructed. Funds permitting, 
ultimate roadway slopes would be constructed initially. 
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ru: 

CITY HALL • BOWIE, MARYLAND 20715 • 262-6200 • TDD 262-5013 

February 13, 1989 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Project Development Division 

Room 506 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

«^ C4 ^ J. V-»ll 

Re:  Route 450 Environmental Assessment 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

The City of Bowie is currently reviewing the details of the 
Environmental Assessment for Route 450 compiled by the State 
Highway Administration and is developing specific responses to 
certain site-specific issues.  Among these issues ary buffering 
and screening of adjacent properties, noise attenuation and 
environmental protection of park land. 

In the interim, the City is providing you the recently 
adopted City Council position regarding Route 450 improvements, 
v/hich was presented at the February 2, 1989 State Highway 
Administration Piiblic Hearing held at Bowie High School.  The 
City will be providing more specific details on the 
Environmental Assessment in the near future.  To allow 
sufficient time for this input, I request a 30 day extension to 
the February 20. 1989 deadline. 

Thank you for your consideration of the City Council's 
request regarding Maryland Route 450. 

Sincerely, 

G. Charles Moore 
C.i ty Manager 

GCM: .'MM: wc j 

MAYOR 
RICHARD J.  LOGUE 

MAYOR 
PRO TEM 

JACK D. JENKINS 
COUNCIL 

MICHAEL  F.  DIMARIO   •   EUGENE   F.   KILEY   •   RICHARD   D.  PADGETT 

WALTER  Q.  PLANET   •a.  FREDERICK   ROBINSON 
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STATEMEM' i 
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BOWIF  MAR'" -VID        W 7/0 
.---RJ^AADING_RgUT_E_450_REALIGNMENT AND MT—-.--        c^- i/ Ur ^r\/v.L.;^. 

February 2,    1989 

Good evening. 

The Bowie City Council takes this opportunity to present their 

position regarding the realignment and upgrading of Route 450 through 

our community. 

The sixteen points presented in the City's policy statement are 

the result of public hearings held on November 1 and December 5, 

1988. The City's letter to State Highway Administration Director of 

Preliminary Planning and Engineering Neil Pederson dated November'16, 

1988 indicates that public input was sought in establishing the City 

position statement. Input from numerous residents and 

businesspersons was considered and integrated into the position 

statement. 

We urge you to carefully consider the following points: 

1. The "no build" option should not be considered since serious 

congestion already exists and roadway improvements are needed. 

2. The 5-lane design, similar to Route 197 north of Route 450, is 

unacceptable. 

Mo more than 4 lanes (2 in each direction) should be 

constructed between Route 193 and Route 3. 

3. Median - The median should be no wider than 12' between 

Route 197 and Stonybrook Drive and no greater than I<V east to 

Route 3.  The median should provide safe turning movemen'.:.- 

and should be raised and landscaped so as to "create a 

boulevard effect similar to Route 28 in Montgomery Count'-. 
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^ 

:a9 ana Median width for that, roadway between -he C-^nrai 

Route 197 should be defined as from z^-n   ^   --^ ••.,-. ..^ ^ a 

maximum of 12 feet in width at its intersect;; on with Route 197 

on the east. 

4.  An 8' wide bike trail from Whitemarsh Park entrance west 

through the entire City limits, should be provided and a 4' 

wide sidewalk should be provided where needed, particularly in 

r  commercial areas.  Both the sidewalk and bike trail should be 

offset from the edge of roadway by a 4' wide grass area. 

Since crossing Route 450 is facilitated at six intersections 

with traffic lights east from Route 197, it is not necessary 

-. to additionally build a sidewalk on the south side.  As no 

controlled crossing of Route 450 exists for a considerable 

distance west of Route 197, a new trail crossing is needed 

west of the Conrail tracks to connect the two halves of a City 

open space parcel. 

5. This policy statement is intended to designate sidewalks, 

bike trails, median strip, curb and gutter, and property 

setbacks (to the extent they are addressed within this 

statement) as permanent, minimum safety amenities necessary to 

support a roadbed of 4 lanes and the development density 

levels which can be supported by a 4-lane roadway. 

6. Existing Route 450 from Route 197 east to St. Piun,. r,hnn;r, 

closed and become a park and bike trail. 

7. Emphasis should be placed on preservation of tr-er-, borderm 

the, entire length of Route 450 from Route 193 t0   lt~ 

intersection with Route 3 even f.n the extent 

siicu Id be 

no 

tna  a L i. - roe; 
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be taken should be so marked beforehand. 

8. Traffic signals should be installed at the interser!:ion of Lena 

Ridge and Tulip Grove Drive on Route 197 and Hiahbridae 

Road/Route 450. 

9. The rural character of Route 450 west of the Conrail bridge 

should be maintained. 

10. All Route 450 construction should be phased with other road 

construction activities in the area (e.g. 1-68, Route 197, 

Woodmore Road, etc.) 

11. The southern-most alignment of Route 450 between the Conrail 

bridge and Route 197 should be maximized in order to preserve 

.. maximum buffering from Galaxy Lane homes. 

12. Particular attention should be given to noise abatement and 

headlight intrusion problems associated with residential areas 

abutting the elevated portion of Route 450 as it passes over 

the Conrail bridge west of Route 197. 

13. Particular attention should be given to sight distance 

problems associated with the entrance to the Bowie Forest", 

development on Route 450 at Hilltop. 

14. All utility cables should be placed underground as part of  this 

reconstruction. 

15. The existing bridge over the Conrail tracks should close when 

the new bridge opens. 

16. All storm drainage facilities, both temporary and permanent, 

must be identified before the final date for public comment 

arrives to prevent significant adverse environmental impart from 

occurring without proper public input. 
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Your serious consideration- of the poiicv statem^-i' -- -^p r^-v 

Council and residents is appreciated. The realignment and upgrading 

of Route 450 will have a profound impact on the f,r„re of our 

community.  Thank you. 

/asf 
Revised 2/2/89 
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State Highway Administration FeDruary 16,1989 
Office of Planning &. Engineering 
Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

Attention: Mr. Neil J. Pederson, Director 

Subject:   Maryland Route 450( Annapolis Road). Whitfield Chapel Road to West of S        ^ 
Maryland Route 3. —    __ rJ3 
Contract * P844-101 -371, PDMS No. 163300 '':• "^ 

Dear Mr. Pederson, :-. 

We would like to bring to your attention some of the serious problems which may occur bylhe 
construction of the proposed alternate along the area close to Jackson Heights subdivision located near 
the Route 704 and 450 fork. 

Present engineer ing studies done by the SHA does not take into account all the proposed 
improvements and authorized constructions which will be taking place further North of the Johnson 
Heights subdivision. This is going to change the course of drainage which has been shown on the North of 
the Johnson Heights subdivision. A comprehensive study and new plan is required to show how the piped 
drainage will handle along the two sides of Route 450. The wet land shown on the site on lot *s 11, 12, 
13 and 14 are not making any sense and are not conclusive in the light of above developments. Recently, 

on 01 -20-89, we made extensive inspection of the above lots and there was no water sitting on those 
lots. Our geographical engineer also gave his observation that the soils are well drained and collington 
type soils. We also found in the Prince Georges County soil survey book that the soil on the site and 
further North are Cm C2 and have S%-10$ slopes and are well drained collington type. Even the 
Prince Georges County Soil Conservation Service says that the wet land classification is not indicated in 
that area (as shown in Exhibit A). 

Second correction to be made In the Right of Way Line (as shown in our Exhibit A) shows to be 
consistent with the edge of the pavement, shoulder and grading requirement, and also blends with the 
existing and proposed topography of the area. 

We appreciate your kind consideration of this matter which has great impact on the neighborhood 
and also on the life of the people who are coming to the new developments. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideration, 

Richard Rendoh 
9013   Annapolis  Rd. 
Lanham,Maryland   20707 
30D-577-7787 
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Response to Mr. Richard Rendon 

A subsequent review of this property in conjunction with Prince George's 
County has resulted in a revised development plan which recognizes wetlands. 
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Correspondence No. 37 is from James Burtis, Jr., of the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources   Forest, Park and Wildlife Service and is included in 
the Agency Correspondence section. 

Correspondence No. 38 is from Clara Cunningham of Bowie to the Bowie & 
Crofton Gazette Newspapers and is not included herein. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION D' 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

i\ 

i ,• • . 

r 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450       '£3/j  o 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO u  ^ klj  ;£g 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

NAME    /vigUicv/   C    Ucucy   RHCI^^C nATp^?-// -^ 

PmNATSE    ADDRESS    O<10'7 TS^^LC./TA,       Z C^,-* PRINT MUUHtaa    ^»  ^ -    < rCA r^r<*-^ 

CITY/TOWN        fcoi^sd.. STATF      A/./^ 7IP  CODE_r2i^22^I 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

s ) 
   / 
TT—        ^ 

SUer  y^^ ^h^tr 

/ 

C^^PIease add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

1 Please delate my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

•Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 

-.3^ 
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Responses to Nancy and Doug Fineberq 

The State Highway Administration is committed to providing safe 
accommodation for pedestrians throughout the MD 450 project. A raised 
median is proposed which would serve as a pedestrian refuge. Other safety 
features proposed include pedestrian crosswalk markings and pedestrian 
activated signal phases. 

SHA conducted a study of pedestrian overpass feasibility for MD 450 in 
Bowie using traffic counts, pedestrian counts, accident history and 
national research conducted on this topic. The study considered two 
locations for overpasses — St. Pius X Church and School and Bowie High 
School. The results of the study indicate a pedestrian overpass, which 
would cost an estimated $795,000, is not warranted in Bowie. This finding 
is based on several considerations. There are no barriers or fencing 
proposed that would make pedestrians use an overpass to cross MD 450. 
There and will continue to be multiple locations where pedestrians may 
cross. Over the past three years, pedestrian-related accidents within the 
study area have been well below the statewide average for similarly 
designed highways. In addition, there are a number of other locations in 
the Washington metropolitan area with equivalent vehicular and pedestrian 
volumes which operate safely and successfully without an overpass. 

While we do not believe an overpass is warranted, we are concerned about 
the safety of pedestrians. We believe safe operation can be achieved in 
Bowie with proper signalization, markings and the proposed raised 20 foot 
median which would serve as a pedestrian refuge. 

State regulations require that the cutting or clearing of trees be 
minimized on State construction projects. All impacted forest land areas 
of one acre or greater must be replaced on an acre for acre basis. The 
first priority for replacement would be within the limits of the project. 
If the required area is not available within the limits of the project, 
other lands owned by the State Highway Administration that may be suitable 
and available for reforestation, and reforestation would be identified by 
the SHA Landscape Architecture Division during the final design phase. 
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Responses to Senator Leo Green 

See Elected Officials Correspondence Section for responses to various 
letters from Senator Leo E. Green. 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION;: 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENflS- -:: 

MARYLAND ROUTE 450    fr- 
WHITFIELD CHAPEL ROAD TO 
WEST OF MARYLAND ROUTE 3 

CONTRACT NO. P 844-101-371 
LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

oM 0 

^oi -^Gr-- 1^-- 

NAME   >D'^&.Ng/ner^  ( A Ix^vn-fl' 1 j^scc^dzs   ) DATP   Z. - Z.^- "• 691 

PmNTSE    ADDRgSS    i"g>0O    f4<>^^gUnA-   (^-wz-  

CITY/TOWN   fe-Tj^eSbA STATg   fhAZ^j/lAid     7IP  rnnp    Z-G&ff 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

koTTS,Fo^^   \/rsr/4-   (loo-<L    o-^^t-    hu>ij^i^   Lo-V-k^-^, 

'\A_ 

RESPONSE:     The appropriate mappincr was  forwarded. 

fCI Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

~3 Please delete my/our nanne(s) from the Mailing List. 

•Persons who have received a copy of this  brochure through  the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 

U1) 
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^9 Leg Pain 

MAR ' 8   1989   N€Ck ,nd Arm 
Pain 
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Dr. J. L. Holding & Associates 
Auto and on the Job Injuries 

14300 Gallant Fox Lane 
Suite 215 

Bowie. MD 20715 
(301) 464-5656 

March  5,    1989 

State Highway Administration 
Attn:  Mr. Neil J. Pederson 
Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary 

Engineering 
P. 0.    Box 717 
Baltimore,   Maryland    21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Pederson: 

I am writing to you today requesting that you support Option 
No. 3 as it relates to the improvement of Route 197 and Route 450 
in Bowie, Maryland. 

I am a tenant of the >Bowie Office Park and feel my business 
would suffer tremendously if access to Gallant Fox Lane were 
closed.  I feel the other options are not realistic for these 
reasons: 

1. A connection road in the back of the Bowie Business 
Park would be quite costly to build. 

2. The connection road would need to be maintained and my 
sense is it would be a source of problems with regard' 
to maintenance and possible lawsuits, etc. 

3. I feel that Route 197 (in that area) lends itself 
better to not having a median, and should it be found 
this is inadequate at a later date, a median could be 
installed.  However, if a median is installed and it is 
found to be impractical, then there will be the 
secondary cost of removal or further changes. 

4. I feel that if the only access to the Bowie Office Park 
is by the connecting road this area will become "a race 
course" and people will cut through the parking lot, 
causing a potentially hazardous situation for people 
entering and leaving the offices. 
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5. Additionally, it appears as if this area 13 frequently- 
subject to flooding and this may even ma ice building of 
a roadway impractical. 

In closing, I would urge you to study all issues of this at 
length before making a decision, in that I feel this decision 
will have a tremendous impact on the business interests of this 
area.  I thank you for taking the time to consider my point of 
view. 

Respectfully submitted. 

'^/Dr.   j. L.   Holding 
V. 
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Maryland Department oflransportawn 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Tramor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

March 23, 1989 

Dr. J. L. Holding 
Dr. J. L. Holding & Associates 
14300 Gallant Fox Lane 
Suite 215 
Bowie, Maryland  20715 

Dear Dr. Holding: 

We have received your letter in support of Option 3 at the 
MD 197 and MD 450 intersection on the MD 450 project planning 
study in Bowie. 

Your concerns for your business and the effects that the 
other options would have are noted.  These points will be given 
every consideration before a final decision is made on this 
project. 

Thank you for your participation in the planning process and 
taking the time to let us know your feelings on this complex 
project. 

Very truly yours, 

<ti\jU J   I****. 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP:ds 
cc:     Mr.   Michael   Snyder 

Mr.   Louis  H.   Ege,   Jr. 
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Additional Responses to Dr. J.L. Holding 

The Selected Alternate for MD 197 improvement is Option 2A, providing a 
4-lane divided section with existing profile and variable width median (4'- 
16') from Existing MD 450 to 500'+ north of Relocated MD 450. Double left 
turns will be provided at the northbound and southbound approaches to 
Relocated MD 450, and a median break will be provided at Gallant Fox Lane. 

SHA will not be responsible for funding construction of a new Bowie 
Business Park access road connecting Gallant Fox Lane to Existing MD 450. 
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Maryland Department ofTransportatton 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassotf 
Aamimstrator 

March 27, 1989 

Ms. Nancy J. Fineberg 
2907 Tarragon Lane 
Bowie, Maryland  20715 

Dear Ms. F i neberg : 

We have received your comments on the MD 450 project planning 
study requesting that this Administration study the feasibility 
of a pedestrian overpass in Bowie. 

This spring, prior to the end of the school year, we will be 
taking pedestrian counts and developing cost and engineering 
information that will help us evaluate whether pedestrian over- 
passes should be pursued as part o.f the MD 450 project. 

Thank you. for your participation in the planning process for 
this important project. 

Very truly yours, 

cYltLfc   J     f^JUMUo 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of PIann i ng and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP:tn 

cc:  Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Lou is H. Ege, Jr 
Ms. Barbara Ostrom 
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Additional Response to M9. Nancv Fineberq 

The State Highway Administration is committed to providing safe 
accommodation for pedestrians throughout the MD 450 project. A raised 
median is proposed which would serve as a pedestrian refuge. Other safety 
features proposed include pedestrian crosswalk markings and pedestrian 
activated signal phases. 

SHA conducted a study of pedestrian overpass feasibility for MD 450 in 
Bowie using traffic counts, pedestrian counts, accident history and 
national research conducted on this topic. The study considered two 
locations for overpasses — St. Pius X Church and School and Bowie High 
School. The results of the study indicate a pedestrian overpass, which 
would cost an estimated $795,000, is not warranted in Bowie. This finding 
is based on several considerations. There are no barriers or fencing 
proposed that would make pedestrians use an overpass to cross MD 450. 
There and will continue to be multiple locations where pedestrians may 
cross. Over the past three years, pedestrian-related accidents within the 
study area have been well below the statewide average for similarly 
designed highways. In addition, there are a number of other locations in 
the Washington metropolitan area with equivalent vehicular and pedestrian 
volumes which operate safely and successfully without an overpass. 

While we do not believe an overpass is warranted, we are concerned about 
the safety of pedestrians. We believe safe operation can be achieved in 
Bowie with proper signalization, markings and the proposed raised 20 foot 
median which would serve as a pedestrian refuge. 

ft 

• 
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CPTY HALL • BOWIE. MARYLAND 20715 • 262-6200 • TDD 262-5013 

March   17,    1989 

Mr. Louis Ege, Jr., Deputy Director 
Project Development Division 
Room 506 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

Re:  Route 450 Environmental Assessment 
City Council Comments 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

On Monday, March 13, 1989, the Bowie City Council held a 
public hearing on the Route 450 Environmental Assessment 
document.  After reviewing the information, the Council voted 
convey the following comments to the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) regarding the contents of the study: 

to 

1. The SHA should conduct a detailed Section 4 (f) 
analysis of Parcel F, a public land owned by the City of Bowie. 
The analysis should include cost factors for Options a. and b. 
as presented in the Environmental Assessment, and for any 
retaining walls needed to mitigate the impacts of construction 
on Parcel F.  In addition, a.noise study should be conducted at 
Parcel F to determine the impacts of traffic noise on the 
property. 

2. The mitigation of noise impacts on Whitemarsh Par)'. 
should be addressed in more detail. 

3. In all situations, hiker-biker trails should be 
constructed as 8 foot wide trails separated from the road 
surface by at least a 4 foot wide curb backing.  Any open 
.section road design should contain an 8 foot wide trail outside 
the drainage side ditches (i.e. physically separated from the 
road surface). 

4. Further study of access and buffering at St. Pius X 
Church should be undertaken. 

MAYOR 
RICHARD   J.   LOGUE 

MAYOR 
PRO TEM 

JACK   D. JENKINS 
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5. Left-turn storage lanes are recommended at ail median 
crossovers including the westbound Route 450 entrance to Sacred 
Heart Chapel (which is outside the project limits). 

6. Only a 4-lane roadway with a median strip ranging from 
a minimum of one (1) foot wide to a maximum of 16 feet wide 
should be constructed.  No additional major right-of-way 
acquisitions should occur. 

7. The City shall have the opportunity to review and 
comment on a right-of-way landscaping plan and a reforestation 
plan for the 7.39 acre woodland area disturbed in Whitemarsh 
Park.  If feasible, replacement/reforestation should take place 
within the boundaries'of the park or on land in the vicinity. 

8. Because the elimination of Option W3 (construction of a 
new bridge over the Conrail railroad) will significantly reduce 
the impacts to both 100-year floodplain and wetland areas of the 
Collington Branch, Option W3 should be eliminated from 
consideration. 

9. The SHA must provide light and noise barriers at the 
two (2) locations where the study recommends no barriers be 
constructed (i.e. Galaxy Lane and Moylan Drive).  Further, the 
State should examine the effects of lighting, glare, etc. 
emanating from Route 450 and prescribe an acceptable method of 
sight and sound protection for all affected properties along the 
Route 450 alignment. 

10. Because of the excessive costs of the 6-lane Build 
Alternate, only the 4-lane Build Alternate should be considered. 

11. A combination of reduced median widths and use of 2:1 
side slopes (and retaining walls, where necessary) should be 
used to avoid impacts to the Section 4(f) resources.  The 
steeper side slopes should be stabilized with an appropriate 
ground cover which requires little or no maintenance.  As an 
additional safety measure, the installation of guard rails at 
the top of the slopes should be considered. 

12. Further detailed studies of buffering and roadway 
setback options should be conducted for the following locations: 

(1) Along the south side of Route 450 for properties 
on Tilbury Lane and Belair Drive; 

(2) Along the north side of Route 450 in the vicinity 
of the Belair Town townhouses. 

13. The limits of disturbance within the public 
right-of-way should be clearly marked and a detailed plan 
showing trees proposed to be removed should be provided to the 
City fgr review prior to any tree clearing. 
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M 
The above comments are meant to supplement the City's 

official position regarding the Route 450 improvements.  The 
City position, which was presented at the February 2, 1989 SHA 
public hearing at Bowie High School, is included as an 
attachment to this letter. 

At this time, the City would like to reiterate its position 
that the existing Route 450 bridge over the Conrail railroad be 
removed when the new Route 450 is opened to traffic.  The City 
feels that replacement or rehabilitation of the existing bridge 
will further disturb the environmentally sensitive area along 
the Collington Branch.  In addition, by providing access via 
existing Route 450, the SHA appears to be encouraging a 
bottleneck of traffic congestion at the convergence of existing 
and relocated Route 450.  The City believes it is the SHA's 
responsibility to alleviate forced-flow traffic conditions, not 
encourage them. 

The City also wishes to reiterate its position that 
existing Route 450 between Route 197 and Saint Pius X Church be 
closed and be reconstructed as a park with a bike trail.  The 
closure of this section of Route 450 most certainly represents 
the best mitigation alternative available and serves to recover 
the open space which will be disturbed north of Twin Cedar Lane. 

It is anticipated that your office will respond in writing 
to' the issues and comments raised by the City prior to any final 
determination of a recommendation for the Route 450 design.  The 
City is very interested in participating in this effort to 
upgrade this vital roadway through our community. 

We appreciate your consideration of these comments and look 
forward to your timely response to the concerns mentioned in 
this letter. 

lil 
RichardvJ. Logue 
Mayor 

Attachment 

cc:  The Honorable Leo Green, State Senator 
Mr. Donald G. Honeywell, Project Manager 
Mr. Ronald Rye, Wilson T. Ballard Company 
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Responses to Richard J. Looue (Mayor-City of Bowie) 

1. Parcel F (west of the Conrail railroad), which is now being considered for 
use as a City of Bowie park, is planned as two park segments separated by 
the proposed relocation of MD 450. The relocation of MD 450 into this area 
was included in the Bowie-Collington and Vicinity Master Plan, 1970 and 
is included in the 1990 version of the Master Plan. As indicated in these 
master plans, proposed A-44 would also bisect this property in a north- 
south direction if it is ever built. When the City purchased Parcel F in 
1982 and 1984, a corridor to accommodate the relocation of MD 450 as a 4- 
6 lane arterial highway in a 120-150 foot right-of-way had already been 
reserved through this axea by Bowie and M-NCPPC, at least since 1970, as 
indicated in the adopted and approved master plan for that year. 
Attachments to the City of Bowie's letter, dated August 24, 1987 in the 
Agency Coordination section, document this highway reservation and the fact 
that the future parkland is to be developed as two halves north and south 
of the relocation. 

Consequently, the requirements of Section 4(f) do not apply to the 
subsequent highway construction on the reserved right-of-way as previously 
planned. No impacts to this proposed facility are anticipated and a 
Section 4(f) analysis is not warranted. 

Retaining walls are an expensive construction method utilized to mitigate 
substantial impacts. Since there are no impacts to the future park, 
retaining walls cannot be considered. 

A noise analysis was performed at Parcel F and reported as NSA 32 in the 
Environmental Assessment. FHWA noise abatement criteria were not exceeded 
at this location for any alternate.  Noise abatement is not warranted. 

2. A noise analysis was performed at Whitemarsh Park. NSA 4 was taken as 
representative of the proposed noise conditions. FHWA noise design 
guidelines were not exceeded at this location for the Selected Alternate. 
Therefore, noise abatement is not warranted. 

3. As indicated on the typical sections (Figure 8) in the Environmental 
Documents, an 8' wide multi-use trail, set back 5' from the curb, is 
proposed along the north side for the Bowie portion of the project. A 
sidewalk is proposed along the south side of the road from MD 197 to Race 
Track Road. East of Race Track Road where open section is proposed the 
10' wide open shoulder will accommodate the longitudinal trail. 

4. Optimum access is proposed at St. Pius X Church. Left turn access will 
be provided only at the west entrance which will be relocated approximately 
150' to the west to create more distance from Moylan/Trinity Drives. The 
east entrance will become right-in, right-out only. Traffic signals at 
Moylan/Trinity Drives, 800'+ to the east, and MD 197, 1500+ to the west, 
will help create gaps in traffic flow for vehicles to turn left. Traffic 
signal warrants will be evaluated during final design. 
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5. Left turn storage lanes are proposed at all median crossovers. 

6. The proposed median width for the Selected Alternate is 20' except: 

a) From 1750' west of the proposed Conrail Bridge to 150' east of the 
Conrail Bridge where it will be 16' wide. 

b) At the approaches to the MD 197 and Race Track Road intersections 
where it will transition to 30' to accommodate double left turns 
which are necessary for adequate capacity. 

The median is a safety feature for which each additional foot provides an 
added increment of safety according to the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). A median provides desired 
freedom from interference of opposing traffic, speed change areas and 
storage for left-turning and U-turning vehicles and a buffer to reduce 
headlight glare. Medians reduce the frequency and severity of fatal and 
injury accidents and provide an area for pedestrian refuge. Twenty feet 
is considered the minimum desirable width for medians at unsignalized 
intersections in order to provide shadowing area for crossing and left 
turning traffic from side roads. The proposed median width can accommodate 
a variety of plantings and landscaping designs. 

7. State regulations require that the cutting or clearing of trees be 
minimized on State construction projects. All impacted forest land areas 
of one acre or greater must be replaced on an acre for acre basis. The 
first priority for replacement would be within the limits of the project. 
If the required area is not available within the limits of the project, 
other lands owned by the State Highway Administration that may be suitable 
and available for reforestation, and reforestation would be identified by 
the SHA's Landscape Architecture Division during the final design phase. 
Landscaping studies throughout the project will be undertaken during final 
design and coordinated with Bowie Streetscape Studies. 

8. Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 bridge over 
the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will likely be 
rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining use of MD 450 west of 
MD 197 provides access to businesses along Existing MD 450 and provides 
necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 197 
intersection. 

9. Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy 
assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). The Selected Alternate results 
in violation of Federal Noise Abatement Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 
23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at each 
of these areas. Only NSA's 11, 12, 31 and 34 satisfied cost per residence 
criteria, warranting further investigation during final design. 
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The SHA is committed to extensive landscaping within its right-of-way 
throughout this project. Comprehensive landscape studies will be 
undertaken to determine the feasibility of a number of preservation and 
enhancement measures. Features to be considered include berming, privacy 
screening, plantings, etc. Particular emphasis will be focused on 
residential areas and a streetscape plan for the Bowie central business 
district. Additional R/W dedications could result in enhanced landscaping. 
Final decisions will be made during the design phase dependent upon 
funding, available R/W, utility locations and drainage requirements. 

10. The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

11. Retaining walls would be constructed at the Sussex Lane Recreational Area 
and Whitemarsh Park to avoid right-of-way acquisition from these resources. 
M-NCPPC has indicated preference for 2:1 slopes at the future Archer Tract 
property. 

12. The SHA is committed to extensive landscaping within its right-of-way 
throughout this project. Comprehensive landscape studies will be 
undertaken to determine the feasibility of a number of preservation and 
enhancement measures. Features to be considered include berming, privacy 
screening, plantings, etc. Particular emphasis will be focused on 
residential areas and a streetscape plan for the Bowie central business 
district. Additional R/W dedications could result in enhanced landscaping. 
Final decisions will be made during the design phase dependent upon 
funding, available R/W, utility locations and drainage requirements. 

13. See Response 7. above. 

14. Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 bridge over 
the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will likely be 
rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining use of MD 450 west of 
MD 197 provides access to businesses along Existing MD 450 and provides 
necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 197. 

15. Option E4 has been selected. This option will result in the extension of 
Twin Cedar Lane across Existing MD 450 to intersect Twisting Lane as 
indicated on the original plans for the Tulip Grove subdivision. Existing 
MD 450 will be closed between MD 197 and Moylan/Trinity Drives, with the 
roadbed remaining as a multi-use trail. Existing MD 450 (to the west) will 
form a T-intersection at MD 197. 
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ELECTED OFFICIALS 
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B.    Elected Officials 

Correspondence has been received from the following State and City 
of Bowie Elected Officials: 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Maryland State Senate, 23rd 
Legislative District, Prince George's County 

The Honorable Richard J. Logue 
Mayor, City of Bowie 
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LEO E. GREEN 

23RO LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

JAMES OFFICE BUILDING 

ROOM 212 

ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 2IAOM99I 

TELEPHONE 

WASHINGTON AREA — 858-3631 

7\1 
FES ;'••; 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 

bj 

February 22, 1989 

MA   ;CR  COMMITTEES 

FINANCE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON SPENDING AFFORDABILITY 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE COST CONTAINMENT 

GOVERNOR S EMPLOvMENT AND TRAINING COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN 

;OINT COMMITTED ON THT MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC FUNDS 

Donald G. Honeywell 
Project Manager 
Project Development Division 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr .eytfell: 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of a copy of the February 6 
letter to you from Richard T. Ziegler concerning the Route 450 
construction project. I was pleased to review his comments and 
concerns regarding the project area between Stoneybrook Drive and 
Superior Lane. Obviously, compromises will need to be made 
regarding the development and planning of the subject area. 

Please keep me advised of progress 

iAo\ 
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Response to' Senator Leo E. Green 
(Letter Dated February 22, 1989) 

Extensive coordination with business owners east of Highbridge Road, the 
City of Bowie, the Bowie Chamber of Commerce and area residents has been made 
a part of this study. The decision to keep the Existing Conrail Bridge open and 
the connection of Relocated and Existing MD 450 via a slip ramp and two other 
connections will provide adequate access to businesses along Existing MD 450. 

A mountable median, for emergency vehicles only, is proposed in front of 
the Bowie Volunteer Fire Department. A median opening is proposed just east of 
the fire station for eastbound access to the Freestate Shopping Center. Based 
on SHA criteria, a 750' minimum spacing for median openings was sought where 
possible. 
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SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 

LEO E. GREEN 
23RO LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY February  24,   1989 

ANNAPOLIS ADDRESS. 

JAMES OFFICE QUILD'NG 

ROOM 212 

ANNAPOLIS   MARYLAND ->' 10!   1991 

TELEPHONE 

WASMIMCTOW ARCA     n50 163l 

•T> •-i" ;! n 
Mr. Neal Pedersen 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, M^rylantf 21202 

Dear Mr. 

fLAjii.iiu .. 

My constituents and neighbors, Norman & Charlotte 
Dye and Larry and Sheila Alverson are very effected by 
the proposed widening of Route 450.  They have shared 
their concern with me.  I would be grateful if you would 
review their situation and arrange to meet with them to 
discuss the matter more fully.  My office is working with 
Don Honeywell on dates to meet with citizens of Marne Lane. 
I believe that the Dyses and Alversens could be included 
in this meeting.  I will be happy to help coordinate such a 
meeting. 

With best wishes, I am 
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Response to'Senator Leo S. Green 
(Letter Dated February 24, 1989) 

Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy 
assures that noise abatement decisions are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

Accordingly, noise mitigation is considered when FHWA noise abatement 
criteria of 67 dBA for residential areas is approached or exceeded or when 
predicted noise levels exceed existing noise levels by 10 dBA or more. 
Consideration of noise mitigation (generally mounds or barriers) also 
includes feasibility (physically buildable and capable of reducing noise 
levels by at least 7-10 dBA), reasonableness (less than $40,000 per 
residence impacted), and if the mitigation is acceptable to affected 
property owners. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). The Selected Alternate results 
in violation of Federal Noise Abatement Criteria at NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 
23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34 and 35. Mitigation was evaluated at each 
of these areas. Only NSA's 11, 12 and 31 satisfied cost per residence 
criteria, warranting further investigation during final design. 

Of concern in this letter are residences located along Tilbury Lane and 
Belair Drive. NSA's 7 and 34 apply respectively to these areas. NSA 7 
noise levels are projected to increase from 58 dBA to 63 dBA and are 
therefore not in violation of criteria. Noise levels near the Belair 
Drive/MD 450 intersection, as reflected by NSA 34, are projected to 
increase from 64 to 66 dBA, warranting mitigation analysis. However, such 
analysis indicates that barriers would not meet cost effectiveness 
criteria. 
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SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 

LEO E. GREEN 
23RD LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY February 24, 1989 

ANNAPOLIS ADDRESS 

JAMES OFFICE BUILDING 
ROOM 212 

ANNAPOLIS   MARYLAND 2 I/to'   '991 

TELEPHONE 

PJ 
ivlAR 

Mr. Neil Pedersen, Director 
Planning and Prliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration         n   ... nr 
707 North Calvert Street '''••^'^Vj^vVvVrv- 
Baltimore .^Maryland 21202      fl\l«^ a i-..u'.-.i.;.ia. wiaJittL'.Ulr 

Dear Mr.^Pefl^i-ien: 

At the hearing on the relocation of Route 450, 
Jacque Thomas and Janice Liggins told me of an access 
problem at 9624 Annapolis Road.  I would be grateful 
if you would contact either Ms. Thomas - 459-3387 or 
Ms. Liggins - 464-1876 to discuss same and advise me 
accordingly. 

Many   thanks! 

Leo flJteen 

VI-151 



"? d 
Reaponae to Senator Leo E. Green 
(Letter Dated February 24, 1989) 

Access in the westbound direction to 9624 Annapolis Road will not change. 
Access from the eastbound direction will require a U-turn at Forbes Boulevard. 
It is anticipated that the MD 450/Forbes Boulevard intersection will be 
signalized by the design year 2015. 
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STATEMENT 
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BOWIE, MARYLAND 
 REGARDNG^OUTE_450_REALJGNMENT. AND .UPGRADE 

Good evening. 

The Bowie City Council takes this opportunity to present their 

position regarding the realignment and upgrading of Route 450 through 

our community. 

The fifteen points presented in the City's policy statement are 

the result of public hearings held on November 1 and December 5, 

1988. The City's letter to State Highway Administration Director of 

Preliminary Planning and Engineering Neil Pederson dated November 16, 

1988 indicates that public input was sought in establishing the City 

position statement. Input from numerous residents and 

businesspersons was considered and integrated into the position 

statement. 

We urge you to carefully consider the following points: 

1. The "no build" option should not be considered since serious 
congestion already exists and roadway improvements are needed. 

2. The 5-lane design, similar to Route 197 north of Rout- 4^0  is 
unacceptable. 

No more than 4 lanes (2 in each direction) should be 
constructed between Route 193 and Route 3. 

3. Median - The median should be no wider than 12' between 
Route 197 and Stonybrook Drive and no greater than 16' east to 
Route 3.  The median should provide safe turning movements 
and should be raised and landscaped so as to create a 
boulevard effect similar to Route 28 in Montgomery County. 

Median width for that roadway between the Conrail bridge and 
Route 197 should be defined as from zero on the bridge to a 
maximum of 12 feet in width at its intersection with Rout* IQ? 
on the east. 

VI-153 



^ 
4. An 8' wide bike trail from Whitemarsh Park entrar.c- west 

through the entire City limits, should be provided and a 4" 
wide sidewalk should be provided where needed, oarticularlv in 
commercial areas.  Both the sidewalk and bike ti-aii should be 
offset from the edge of roadway by a 4' wide grass area. 

Since crossing Route 450 is facilitated at six intersections 
with traffic lights east from Route 197, it is not necessary 
to additionally build a sidewalk on the south side   As no 
controlled crossing of Route 450 exists for a considerable 
distance west of Route 197, a new trail crossing is needed 
west of the Conrail tracks to connect the two halves of a Citv 
open space parcel. y 

5. This policy statement is intended to designate sidewalks 
bike trails, median strip, curb and gutter, and property' 
setbacks (to the extent they are addressed within this 
statement) as permanent, minimum safety amenities necessary to 
support a roadbed of 4 lanes and the development density 
levels which can be supported by a 4-lane roadway. 

6. Existing Route 450 from Route 197 east to St. Pius, should be 
closed and become a park and bike trail. 

7., Emphasis should be placed on preservation of trees bordering 
the entire length of Route 450 from Route 193 to its 
intersection with Route 3 even to the extent that all trees to 
be taken should be so marked beforehand. 

8. Traffic signals should be installed at the intersection of 
Long Ridge and Tulip Grove Drive on Route 197 and Highbridge 
Road/Route 450. 

9. The rural character of Route 450 west of the Conrail bridge 
should be maintained. 

10. All Route 450 construction should be phased with other road 
construction activities in the area (e.g. 1-68  Route 197 
Woodmore Road, etc.) 

11. The southern-most alignment of Route 450 between the Conrail 
bridge and Route 197 should be maximized in order to preserve 
maximum buffering from Galaxy Lane homes. 

12. Particular attention should be given to noise abatement and 
headlight intrusion problems associated with residential areas 
abutting the elevated portion of Route 450 as it passes over 
the Conrail bridge west of Route 197. 

13. Particular attention should be given to sight distance 
problems associated with the entrance to the Bowie Forest 
development on Route 450 at Hilltop. 
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14. All utility cables should be placed underground as rart ?f  trrs 
recoil st ruction. 

15. The existing bridge over the Conrail tracks should close when 
the new bridge opens. 

16. All storm drainage facilities, both temporary and permanent 
must be identified before the final date for public comment 
arrives to prevent significant adverse environmental impact from 
occurring without proper public input. 

Your serious consideration of the policy statement of the City 

Council and residents is appreciated. The realignment and upgrading 

of Route 450 will have a profound impact on the future of our 

community.  Thank you. 

itff 

/aaf 

Revised 2/2/89 
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Responses to Richard J. Looue 
(Comments dated 2/2/89) 

1. The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MO 3. 

2. See Response 1. The 5-Lane Alternate was dropped prior to the 
Location/Design Public Hearing. 

3. The proposed median width for the Selected Alternate is 20' except: 

a. From 1750' west of the proposed Conrail Bridge to 150' east 
of the Conrail Bridge where it will be 16' wide. 

b. At the approaches to the MD 197 and Race Track Road 
intersections where it will transition to 30' to accommodate 
double left turns which are necessary for adequate capacity. 

The median is a safety feature which each additional foot provides 
an added increment of safety according to the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation officials (AASHTO). A median provides 
desired freedom from interference of opposing traffic, speed change areas 
and storage for left-turning and U-turning vehicles and a buffer to reduce 
headlight glare. Medians reduce the frequency and severity of fatal and 
injury accidents and provide an area for pedestrian refuge. Twenty feet 
is considered the minimum desirable width for medians at unsignalized 
intersections in order to provide shadowing area for crossing and left turn 
traffic from side roads. The proposed median width can accommodate a 
variety of landscaping designs and plantings. 

4. As indicated on the typical sections (Figure 8) in the Environmental 
Document, an 8' wide multi-use trail, set back 5' from the curb, is 
proposed along the north side for the Bowie portion of the project. A 
sidewalk is proposed along the south side of the road from MD 197 to Race 
Track Road as agreed upon in coordination meetings between SHA and Bowie 
representatives subsequent to the Location/Design Public Hearing. 

Coordination has been maintained with developers of the proposed 
Highbridge Subdivision and the City of Bowie to provide continuity between 
the SHA proposed MD 450 longitudinal trail system and proposed trail 
crossings of Route 450 to serve the Highbridge development and the proposed 
Parcel F park. A grade separated trail crossing of MD 450 by means of a 
high arch-type culvert will be provided at a location 500' to 1500' west 
of the Conrail Railroad. 

VI-156 



3a7 
5. The number of lanes associated with the Selected Alternate are based on 

capacity requirements dictated by traffic volume projections for the year 
2015. These projections are based primarily on Washington Council of 
Governments (COG) Round 3.5 data for the year 2010. The projections 
assumed construction of all currently planned highways in the region, 
including the upgrading of U.S. Route 50 to a 6-lane interstate highway 
(1-595) and the improvements to MD 214. 

The environmental document identified current development trends and 
the county's land use plans and growth strategies in the Bowie area. The 
documents also identified the consistency of the proposed improvements with 
the County's approved and adopted comprehensive plan for the Bowie area 
and its traffic analyses provided information documenting the need for an 
improved highway with additional capacity. 

Development in the corridor occurs as a result of planning and zoning 
by the county. Regardless of major improvements to Md. 450, development 
will occur. This project does not force or spur development. The need 
for major improvements to Md. 450 is created in response to both existing 
travel demand and development planned in and near the corridor. The 
project is being proposed in response to intense growth both planned and 
underway in the area. In addition, this project is not anticipated to have 
major land use impacts or induce unplanned growth as little land remains 
that is not already planned or targeted for development. 

6. The Selected Alternate includes Option E4 between MD 197 and MoyIan/Trinity 
Drives. E4 proposed connection of Tulip Grove Drive with Twisting Lane 
and conversion of the existing MD 450 roadbed in this area to a multi- 
use trail. 

7. State regulations require that the cutting or clearing of trees be 
minimized on State construction projects. All impacted forest land areas 
of one acre or greater must be replaced on an acre for acre basis. The 
first priority for replacement would be within the limits of the project. 
If the required area is not available within the limits of the project, 
other lands owned by the State Highway Administration that may be suitable 
and available for reforestation and reforestation would be identified by 
SHA's Landscape Architecture Division during the final design phase. 

8. SHA has performed signal warrant studies at both of these intersections 
concluding that warrants at neither are met at this time, although a 
flashing signal will be provided at Highbridge Road. Studies will continue 
to be performed periodically to determihe if the need for a signal arises. 
Warrant studies at all unsignalized intersections will be performed during 
the final design stage. 

9. The Selected Alternate proposes a 6-Lane divided section from MD 197 
westerly to MD 704. Six lanes are required to meet capacity requirements 
in this area. Closed section was selected to minimize the width of impact 
and allow safe provision of a multi-use trail. 
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It is unlikely that roadway construction projects currently underway in 
the vicinity of MD 450 (e.g. MD 450/MD 564 and 1-595) will be on-going if 
and when MD 450 is advertised for construction. Maintenance of traffic 
plans will be developed during the final design phase to minimize 
disruptions in roadway capacity during construction, especially at the peak 
hours. 

11. The centerline of the proposed alignment between Conrail and MD 197 will 
close to evenly split the dedicated corridor because the width of the 
improvement approaching the MD 197 intersection (3 through lanes, and 
double left turns) leaves little latitude for an alignment shift if 
improvements are to remain within existing right-of-way. 

12. Detailed noise studies were completed during project planning. NSA 13, 
within the residential area along the proposed elevated portion of the 
roadway, does not meet cost criteria for evaluating noise barriers any 
further. Privacy screening will be provided along the north side of the 
roadway in this area. 

13. The proposed profile, developed during the Detailed Studies Stage of 
project planning, will result in an improved sight distance to meet 50 mph 
design speed criterion for the entire project. Several sight distance 
problems along MD 450 in the Bowie area will be corrected, including 
segments near Moylan/Trinity Drives and near Hilltop Plaza. 

14. SHA will not participate in the funding of burial of existing overhead 
utilities; however, burial could be included on plans if funding were 
provided by others. Since most utility poles are currently near the right- 
of-way line (existing and proposed), only minimal relocation of overhead 
utilities will be required. 

15. The Selected Alternate includes maintaining use of Existing MD 450 west 
of MD 197 (Option W2) by vehicular traffic to: 

a. Provide access to existing businesses along Existing MD 450 and; 

b. Provide necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 
197 intersection. 

16. Storm drain and stormwater management designs are performed during final 
design. All State environmental regulatory processes will be carried out. 
SHA will coordinate final design issues including storm drain design with 
the City of Bowie. 
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CITY HALL • BOWIE, MARYLAND 20715 • 262-6200 • TDD 262-5013 

March   17,    1989 

Mr. Louis Ege, Jr., Deputy Director 
Project Development Division 
Room 506 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

Re:  Route 450 Environmental Assessment 
City Council Comments 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

On Monday, March 13, 1989, the Bowie City Council held a 
public hearing on the Route 450 Environmental Assessment 
document.  After reviewing the information, the Council voted to 
convey the following comments to the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) regarding the contents of the study: 

1. The SHA should conduct a detailed Section 4 (f) 
analysis of Parcel F, a public land owned by the City of Bowie. 
The analysis should include cost factors for Options a. and b. 
as presented in the Environmental Assessment, and for any 
retaining walls needed to mitigate the impacts of construction 
on Parcel F.  In addition, a noise study should be conducted at 
Parcel F to determine the impacts of traffic noise on the 
property. 

2. The mitigation of noise impacts on Whitemarsh Park 
should be addressed in more detail. 

3. In all situations, hiker-biker trails should be 
constructed as 8 foot wide trails separated from the road 
surface by at least a 4 foot wide curb backing.  Any open 
section road design should contain an 8 foot wide trail outside 
the drainage side ditches (i.e. physically separated from the 
road surface). 

4. Further study of access and buffering at St. Pius X 
Church should be undertaken. 

MAYOR 
RICHARD  J.  LOGUE 

MAYOR 
PRO TEM 
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5. Left-turn storage lanes are recommended at all median 
crossovers including the westbound Route 450 entrance to Sacred 
Heart Chapel (which is outside the project limits). 

6. Only a 4-lane roadway with a median strip ranging from 
a minimum of one (1) foot wide to a maximum of 16 feet wide 
should be constructed.  No additional major right-of-way 
acquisitions should occur. 

7. The City shall have the opportunity to review and 
comment on a right-of-way landscaping plan and a reforestation 
plan for the 7.39 acre woodland area disturbed in Whitemarsh 
Park.  If feasible, replacement/reforestation should take place 
within the boundaries of the park or on land in the vicinity. 

8. Because the elimination of Option W3 (construction of a 
new bridge over the Conrail railroad) will significantly reduce 
the impacts to both 100-year floodplain and wetland areas of the 
Collington Branch, Option W3 should be eliminated from 
consideration. 

9. The SHA must provide light and noise barriers at the 
two (2) locations where the study recommends no barriers be 
constructed (i.e. Galaxy Lane and Moylan Drive).  Further, the 
State should examine the effects of lighting, glare, etc' 
emanating from Route 450 and prescribe an acceptable method of 
sight and sound protection for all affected properties along the 
Route 450 alignment. 

10. Because of the excessive costs of the 6-lane Build 
Alternate, only the 4-lane Build Alternate should be considered. 

11. A combination of reduced median widths and use of 2:1 
side slopes (and retaining walls, where necessary) should be 
used to avoid impacts to the Section 4(f) resources.  The 
steeper side slopes should be stabilized with an appropriate 
ground cover which requires little or no maintenance.  As an 
additional safety measure, the installation of guard rails at 
the top of the slopes should be considered. 

12. Further detailed studies of buffering and roadway 
setback options should be conducted for the following locations: 

(1) Along the south side of Route 450 for properties 
on Tilbury Lane and Belair Drive; 

(2) Along the north side of Route 450 in the vicinity 
of the Belair Town townhouses. 

13. The limits of disturbance within the public 
right-of-way should be clearly marked and a detailed plan 
showing trees proposed to be removed should be provided to the 
City fo,r review prior to any tree clearing. 

& 
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Sowie  Ctyty Coui^il 
RichardvJ.   Logue 
Mayor 

Attachment 

cc:  The Honorable Leo Green, State Senator 
Mr. Donald G. Honeywell, Project Manager 
Mr. Ronald Rye, Wilson T. Ballard Company 

/4 

The above comments are meant to supplement the City's 
official position regarding th6 Route 450 improvements.  The 
City position, which was presented at the February 2, 1989 SHA 
public hearing at Bowie High School, is included as an 
attachment to this letter. 

At this time, the City would like to reiterate its position 
that the existing Route 450 bridge over the Conrail railroad be 
removed when the new Route 450 is opened to traffic.  The City 
feels that replacement or rehabilitation of the existing bridge 
will further disturb the environmentally sensitive area along 
the Collington Branch.  In addition, by providing access via 
existing Route 450, the SHA appears to be encouraging a 
bottleneck of traffic congestion at the convergence of existing 
and relocated Route 450.  The City believes it is the SHA's 
responsibility to alleviate forced-flow traffic conditions, not 
encourage them. 

The City also wishes to reiterate its position that 
existing Route 450 between Route 197 and Saint Pius X Church be 
closed and be reconstructed as a park with a bike trail.  The 
closure of this section of Route 450 most certainly represents   (l£ 
the best mitigation alternative available and serves to recover 
the open space which will be disturbed north of Twin Cedar Lane. 

It is anticipated that your office will respond in writing 
to the issues and comments raised by the City prior to any final 
determination of a recommendation for the Route 450 design.  The 
City is very interested in participating in this effort to 
upgrade this vital roadway through our community. 

We appreciate your consideration of these comments and look 
forward to your timely response to the concerns mentioned in 
this letter. 
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ResponseB to Richard J. Loaue ^^ 

(Comments dated 3/17/89) ^J 

Parcel F (west of the Conrail railroad), which is now being considered for 
use as a City of Bowie park, is planned as two park segments separated by 
the proposed relocation of MD 450. The relocation of MD 450 into this area 
was included in the Bowie-Collington and Vicinity Master Plan, 1970 and 
is included in the 1990 version of the Master Plan. As indicated in these 
master plans, proposed A-44 would also bisect this property in a north- 
south direction if it is ever built. When the City purchased Parcel F in 
1982 and 1984, a corridor to accommodate the relocation of MD 450 as a 4- 
6 lane arterial highway in a 120-150 foot right-of-way had already been 
reserved through this area by Bowie and M-NCPPC, at least since 1970, as 
indicated in the adopted and approved master plan for that year. 
Attachments to the City of Bowie's letter, dated August 24, 1987 in the 
Agency Coordination section, document this highway reservation and the fact 
that the future parkland is to be developed as two halves north and south 
of the relocation. 

Consequently, the requirements of Section 4(f) do not apply to the 
subsequent highway construction on the reserved right-of-way as previously 
planned. No impacts to this proposed facility are anticipated and a 
Section 4(f) analysis is not warranted. 

Retaining walls are an expensive construction method utilized to mitigate 
substantial impacts. Since there are no impacts to the future park, 
retaining walls cannot be considered. 

A noise analysis was performed at Parcel F and reported as NSA 32 in the 
Environmental Assessment. FHWA noise abatement criteria were not exceeded 
at this location for any alternate.  Noise abatement is not warranted. 

A noise analysis was performed at Whitemarsh Park. NSA 4 was taken as 
representative of the proposed noise conditions. FHWA noise design 
guidelines were not exceeded at this location for the Selected Alternate. 
Therefore, noise abatement is not warranted. 

As indicated on the typical sections (Figure 8) in the Environmental 
Documents, an 8' wide multi-use trail, set back 5' from the curb, is 
proposed along the north side for the Bowie portion of the project. A 
sidewalk is proposed along the south side of the road from MD 197 to Race 
Track Road. East of Race Track Road where open section is proposed the 
10' wide open shoulder will accommodate the longitudinal trail. 

Optimum access is proposed at St. Pius X Church. Left turn access will 
be provided only at the west entrance which will be relocated approximately 
ISO' to the west to create more distance from Moylan/Trinity Drives. The 
east entrance will become right-in, right-out only. Traffic signals at 
Moylan/Trinity Drives, 800'+ to the east and MD 197, 1500+ to the west will 
help create gaps in traffic flow for vehicles to turn left. Traffic signal 
warrants will be evaluated during final design. 
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5. Left turn storage lanes are proposed at all median crossovers. 

6. The proposed median width for the Selected Alternate is 20' except: 

a. From 1750' west of the proposed Conrail Bridge to ISO' east 
of the Conrail Bridge where it will be 16' wide. 

b. At the approaches to the MD 197 and Race Track Road 
intersections where it will transition to 30' to accommodate 
double left turns which are necessary for adequate capacity. 

The median is a safety feature which each additional foot provides an 
added increment of safety according to the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation officials (AASHTO). A median provides desired 
freedom from interference of opposing traffic, speed change areas and 
storage for left-turning and U-turning vehicles and a buffer to reduce 
headlight glare. Medians reduce the frequency and severity of fatal and 
injury accidents and provide an area for pedestrian refuge. Twenty feet 
is considered the minimum desirable width for medians at unsignalized 
intersections in order to provide shadowing area for crossing and left turn 
traffic from side roads. The proposed median width can accommodate a 
variety of landscaping designs and plantings. 

7. State regulations require that the cutting or clearing of trees be 
minimized on State construction projects. All impacted forest land areas 
of one acre or greater must be replaced on an acre for acre basis. The 
first priority for replacement would be within the limits of the project. 
If the required area is not available within the limits of the project, 
other lands owned by the State Highway Administration that may be suitable 
and available for reforestation and reforestation would be identified by 
SHA's Landscape Architecture Division during the final design phase. 
Landscaping studies throughout the project will be undertaken during final 
design and coordinated with Bowie Streetscape Studies. 

8. Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 bridge over 
the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will likely be 
rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining use of MD 450 west of 
MD 197 provides access to businesses along Existing MD 450 and provides 
necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 197 
intersection. 

9. Noise abatement for this project has been considered consistent with 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 772) and SHA's noise policy. This noise policy 
assures that noise abatement decisions . are consistent and equitable 
throughout the State. 

NSA locations are listed in the published Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Chapter III of this document (FONSI). With the Selected Alternate 
NSA's 9, 11, 12, 13, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34 and 35 are in violation 
of Federal Noise Abatement criteria. Mitigation was evaluated at each of 
'these areas. Noise mitigation at NSA's 11, 12, 31 and 34 will be further 
investigated during final design. 
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The SHA is committed to extensive landscaping within its right-of-way 
throughout this project. Comprehensive landscape studies will be 
undertaken to determine the feasibility of a number of preservation and 
enhancement measures. Features to be considered include berming, privacy 
screening, plantings, etc. Particular emphasis will be focused on 
residential areas and a streetscape plan for the Bowie central business 
district. Additional R/W dedications could result in enhanced landscaping. 
Final decisions will be made during the design phase dependent upon 
funding, available R/W, utility locations and drainage requirements. 

The Selected Alternate is based upon comments received at and subsequent 
to the Public Hearing, coordination with local, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials, and level of service requirements. The Selected 
Alternate will provide four through lanes from Whitfield Chapel Road to 
MD 704, six through lanes from MD 704 to east of MD 197 and four through 
lanes from east MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

11. As requested by M-NCPPC, 2:1 slopes will be provided at the future Archer 
Tract property. Retaining walls will be provided to avoid property 
acquisition at Whitemarsh Park. 

12. The SHA is committed to extensive landscaping within its right-of-way 
throughout this project. Comprehensive landscape studies will be 
undertaken to determine the feasibility of a number of preservation and 
enhancement measureo. Features to be considered include berming, privacy 
screening, plantings, etc. Particular emphasis will be focused on 
residential areas and a streetscape plan for the Bowie central business 
district. Additional R/W dedications could result in enhanced landscaping. 
Final decisions will be made during the design phase dependent upon 
funding, available R/W, utility locations and drainage requirements. 

13. See Response 7. above. 

14. Option W2, consisting of rehabilitation of the Existing MD 450 bridge over 
the Conrail Railroad, has been selected. The bridge will likely be 
rehabilitated under a separate project and remain under the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Administration. Maintaining use of MD 450 west of 
MD 197 provides access to businesses along Existing MD 450 and provides 
necessary supplemental capacity for the Relocated MD 450/MD 197. 

15. Option E4 has been selected. This option will result in the extension of 
Twin Cedar Lane across Existing MD 450 to intersect Twisting Lane as 
indicated on the original plans for the Tulip Grove subdivision. Existing 
MD 450 will be closed between MD 197 and Moylan/Trinity Drives, with the 
roadbed remaining as a multi-use trail. Existing MD 450 (to the west) will 
form a T-intersection at MD 197. 

x\ 
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MAYOR 

Richwrd J. Logue 

MAYOR PRO TEM 

G. frederirk Robinson 

COUNCIL 

Can' G. Allen 

Mfllic Giewmwi 

Jsck D. JenkiiK 

Eugi-ne F. Kilcy 

Richard D. P&d^tu 

Cm MANAGER 

Chwiej Moore 

ADDRESS 

2614 Kenhill Drive 
Dowie. Maryland 
20715 

(301) 262-6200 

TOD (301) 2fi2-.SOI3 

HAX (301)262-11^1 

W 
City of Bowie 

September 24,   1991 

Mr.   Hal  Kassoff,   Administrator 
State  Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
P.O.   Box 717 
Baltimore,   Maryland    21203 

Re:     Rte.   450 Design 

Bear Mr.  Jfo/ 

design and  impacts  of  the  Rte.   450 proooaid wid»nin« 
Kerto^the^^desian6 ViCinit^ 0f C"J^2 SS" 2d. four ?.«.        design agreements are the construction of « 
l bike SJ»nC!iSn ^^ ?f 5te'   197'   thft installation of 
imni^I    J?      fwd extra landscaping,   and most 
importantly,   the use of two  retaining walls in the 
vicinity of Whitemarsh Park. he 

r-aoi^ ^u^n-S*^ related design issues being resolved,   the City acknowledges  that only a verv minor 
"t^rl111 OUr ^"—"h *«* will^rnLSeSfor hav^ no"^    temporary construction easement that will 

Ciij of our pa?k?and     ^ **""*•  ^ —^ip by  the 

^     Thf ^nor,amount  of  land  needed  for  right-of-wav  in 

Ttlvl plrl lltl      ^ City OWMd  land-     Thi8  l8 ^t an 

that SSion^/ffSJi^ ;0nCUfB With yOUr ^termination i-i*«t oection 4(f)  does not  apply in the c**- of ••u*. 
current plans to widen Rte.   SsOas  it  relays  to both 
Whitemarsh Park and  our  Sussex  Lane  ait!       S.  thnZ 
con^nJi^to^rrir  ^T   "^ ^  loo^f^d^o 

critically important highway in the B^ie  area 

Sincerely, 

Bowie City Council 
Richard J. Logue 
Mayor 
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Responses to Richard J. Loaue 
(Comments Dated 9/24/91) 

1. The Selected Alternate includes provision of four through lanes from east 
of MD 197 to west of MD 3. 

2. Comprehensive landscape studies will be undertaken to determine the 
feasibility of a number of preservation and enhancement measures. Features 
to be considered include berming, privacy screening, plantings, etc. 
Particular emphasis will be focused on residential areas and a streetscape 
plan for the Bowie central business district. As indicated on the typical 
sections (Figure 8) in the Environmental Documents, an 8' wide multi-use 
trail, set back 5' from the curb, is proposed along the north side for the 
Bowie portion of the project. A sidewalk is proposed along the south side 
of the road from MD 197 to Race Track Road. East of Race Track Road where 
open section is proposed the 10' wide open shoulder will accommodate the 
longitundinal trail. 

3. Retaining walls have been incorporated into the Selected Alternate to avoid 
property acquisition from the Sussex Lane Recreational Area and Whitemarsh 
Park. 

4. A temporary construction easement is required to construct a connection 
between the proposed trail along MD 450 and the existing Whitemarsh Park 
trail. 
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Agency Comments 

1.   Comments prior to Public Hearing 

•3 A 
Written comments were received prior to the Location/Design 

Public Hearing from the following agencies: 

Maryland Historical Trust 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) - Maryland Geologic 
Survey 

M-NCPPC 

City of Bowie 

-    United States Department of the Interior - Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

DNR - Maryland Forest, Park and Wildlife Service 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
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TRUST   —i May   11,    19 88 

Ms. Cynthia Simpson, Chief 
Environmental Management 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
70 7 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore,   Maryland     21203-0717 

RE:     Contract  No.   P  844-101-371 
Maryland Route 450 from east 

of Whitfield Chapel Road to 
Maryland Route 3 

PDMS No. 163300 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

Concerning the subject project, our office concurs with the 
boundary for Holy Trinity School proposed by SHA on 8/19/87, and 
the one proposed for Sacred Heart Church on 3/10/87 ^as shown on 
the enclosed maps. 

In terms of the Buena Vista site, our office would like to 
solicit your opinion concerning the boundary shown (in red) on the 
attached map. 

We thank you for the cooperation you have shown on this project, 
and look forward to its completion.  If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact me at 9 74-4450. 

Sincerely, 

Al rf/ Luckenbach 
Assistant Administrator 
"Office of Preservation Services 

AHL/1m 
Enclosures 
cc:  Rita Suffness 

Paul Wettlaufer 
Sara'-'Walton 
Shirley   Baltz 

Department w Housing /ind G>mmuniiY D'-vriopment 
Shaw Hou*. 21 Stale Circle, Annapoiu. Maryland 2140! (301) W-4450. 757-'X)O0 

Temporary Addreu: Arnold Village Profeuional Center, 1517 Ritchie Hiahway, Arnold. Maryland 21012 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
November 13, 1986 

Ms. Cynthia Sinpson, Chief 
Envixormental Management 
Maryland Dept. of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P. 0. Box 717 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

RE: Contract No. 244-101-371 
Maryland Route 450 fron east 
of Whitefield Chapel Road to 
Maryland Route 3 
 P.D.M.S. No. 163300 

Dear Ms. Sinpson: 

Thank you for your letter of October 29, 1986 concerning the above-referenced 
project. Our office concurs with your determinations of eligibility for the 
following structures: 

1. Gravel Pit Farm (PG71A-21) MI 

3. Frame Dwelling    • 1' j.n 
4. Holy Trinity Church and Rectory       PNRE 

(PG71A-9) 
5. Magruder-Brannon House (PG70-30)       Ml 
6. Buena Vista (^70-17) 
7. Tenant House 
8. Frame Dwelling 

PNRE 
MI 
MI 

We disagree, however, with your assessment of the Sacred Heart Chapel (PG71A-19). 
Parts of this structure date to 1741, and the later additions (Nave 1856, Tower 1876, 
Interior 1916) seen an acceptable part of the building's evolution. As one of the 
earliest Catholic parishes in the English Colonies, we consider this structure 
potentially eligible for the National Register. Please inform us of your opinion. 

If you have any questions or canments, feel free to contact Al Luckenbach 
at 757-9000. 

Sincerely, 

Rooney Little 
Director-State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

JKL/AHL/nmc 
cc: Ms. Rita Suffness 

Mrs. Sara Walton  Mr. W. Dickerson Charltcn 

Shaw House 21 State Circle. Annaoolis. Maryland 21401    (301)269-2212,   269-2438    269-2850 
Department of Economic ana Community Development Admin. S & P   '       TPS 
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TOflREY C. BROWN, M.D. 

SECRETAWY 

JOHN R. QRIFFIN 

DEPUTY SECBETAHY 

>u 
STATE OF MARYLAND 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

MARYLAND GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
2300 ST. PAUL STREET 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21218 

Division of Archeology 
(301) 554-5530 

KENNETH N. WEAVER 
OIBECTOB 

MARYLAND GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

EMERY T. CLEAVES 
DEPUTY OlflECTOB 

^Vj 

24 February 1987 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Division of Project Development 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717/707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

RE: Maryland 450, Prince Georges 
County 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

I have reviewed the above-referenced project with regard to archeological 
resources.  Several sites have been recorded near the 
(see attached map): 

Site Number Site 

proposed project area 

18PR201 
18PR179 
18PR191 

Type 
prehistoric/historic 
prehistoric 
prehistoric 

Based on the information available from the Archeological Site Survey forms in 
the Division files, it is uncertain if these sites are eligible for the 
National Register. It appears that 18PR179 will be the only site that may be 
impacted by the proposed construction. 

Several surveys have been conducted along Maryland 450 (Curry, File 
Report 133) which have yielded negative results. For the remaining area, with 
the exception of small knolls overlooking White Marsh Creek, the potential 
for prehistoric and historic archeological sites is expected to be only 
moderate at best because of disturbances from development and gravel quarr 
activities that have taken place along the Route 450 corridor. 

•'ing 
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If   I   can   be   of   further  assistance   regarding   this  matter,   pl*as 
hesitate to contact me. p e  ao  not 

HLB:lw 

cc:    Rita Suffness 
Cynthia  D.  Simpson 
Joseph Hopkins 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

Hettie L. Ballweber 
Archeologist 

-£- 
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TRUST 
July  29,   1988 

Mr.   Louis  H.   Ege,  Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Bureau of Project Planning 
State Highway Administration 
Maryland Department of Transportatic 
P.O. Box 717 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Re:  Contract No. P 844-101-371 
MD.450 Whitfield Chapel Road to West of MD 3 
PDMS No. 163300 
Prince George's County, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

the nrnWrUPOn ^ """^ 0f '** ?h"*  I arche°l°8ical reconnaissance conducted of 
the project area, we concur that the above-referenced project will have no effect 
upon significant archeological resources.  Therefore, no additional archeological 
investigations are warranted for this particular project. arcneoioglcal 

Sincerely, 

Richard B. Hughes 
Chief Administrator 
Archeological Programs 
Office of Management and Planning 

RBH/ERE/lm 

cc:  Ms. Rita Suffness 
Mr. Tyler Bastian 
Mrs. Sara Walton 
Ms. Shirley Baltz 

*<i Horn* And Coamantr Dr* DcoulncBt <rf Hoaan I tub Cr^r,wm,f DrmaoiDal 
Sh»w HOUK. 21 Suit Cirtlt. Amupoiu. Muyitod 21401 (301) 974-44S0. 757-9000 

Tonporuy Addm,: Areoid VJl^ Profa^^i Cam. 1517 Rhduc nw•. Amoid. Muyltnd 21012 
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THE IMARYLAND-NATlQ^At CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
,'    '•-•   - " 6600 Kemlworth -\\emip •  !^v,-,M|,.  M.mland 20737-0707 

J^T"-' *      E\0V iii 'd '•- r.i ''bo 

November 16, 1990 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Planning & Preliminary Engineering 

State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Assistant Division Chief 
Project Planning Division 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Re: Proposed Acquisition of Glenn Dale Hospital 
Contract No. P 844-102-070 
MD 450, Whitfield Chapel Road to MD 3 
Prince George's County 

Dear Mr. Ege and Ms. Simpson: 

l^MWn ,re?^ .t0 y0Ur  ]etter  of November 5, 1990, informing the Commission of the State Highway Administration'   ' ^mmibb.on 
450 at the intersection of Route 953. 

s plans to improve Maryland State Route 

The Park and Planning Commission has been authorized by the Prince Georoe's 
County Government to pursue the acquisition of the subject  o mtal  ite 
Negotiations are_ on-going by the Commission for the acquisition Sf the 209* 

?Ms offfr? 1 sltVWl1VUnidS ^ the AdVanCe Land Acquisiti n P ogram" 
MfirfSt I T, 9 Cl0Sely Wlth the Prince forge's County Government's Office of Law for the purpose of securing a land purchase contract. 

fh^Si"9-1?6 +
1-'ber«L?f forwardin9 a copy of your request to Mr. John Davey 

SS Rhoads^of t^ P
0HnVCerrOf '^r ^^^ C0Unty Government, and Chairman John Rhoads of the Prince George's County Planning Board. At such time as 

the property becomes in the ownership of the Commission, I will be\ ppy o 
Z i5ipJ£U J? dlfUSS a7an9^ents needed for setting aside a portion of the site for the widening of Md. Route 450. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free 
2525. to contact me at (301) 699- 

RMA/sgs 
cc J. Davey w/ attachment 

J. Rhoads 

Very truly yours, 

/; 

Robert M. Arciprete 
Land Acquisition Officer 
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

H 
6600 Kenilworth Avenue •  Riverdaie. Marviand 20737-0;o_ 

July 22,  1988 

Mr.  Louis H.  Ege, Jr., Deputy Director 
Project Development Division 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Re: Contract #P 844-101-371 
MD Route 450 
Whitfield Chapel Rd. to West 
of Maryland Route 3 
PDMS No. 163300 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

The Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Department 
of Parks and Recreation has reviewed the information you provided with respect 
to the options concerning the Archer Tract Park and makes the following recom- 
mendations: 

1. The Department would prefer the use of slopes with a grade of 
.approximately 2:1;.rather than retaining walls. 

2. The property impacted be transferred to S'HA and replaced on an acre 
per acre basis. 

Sincerely, 

Robert M. Arciprete 
Chief, Park Planning and 

Development Division 

RMA/jk 

rn 
r? •<• "0 

— m ro 
• -••—O 

... "3 rn 
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CITY HALL • BOWIE, MARYLAND 20715 • 262-6200 • TDD 262-5013 

August   24,    1987 

Mr. Don Sparklin 
SHA - Environmental Management, Room 304 
707 N. Calvert 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Sparklin: 

As per your request, attached is a package of information 
regarding the proposed improvements to Maryland Route 450.  The 
package consists of the following: 

Attachment 1; 

Attachment 2: 

Attachment 3; 
Attachment 4: 

Attachment 5 
Attachment 6 
Attachment 7 

Portions of the City staff analysis of the 
Route 450 improvements that deal with Parcel 
F and with bike trails. 
Portion of the Countywide Trails Plan that 
deals with the Route 450 area. 
Topographic map of Parcel F. 
Portion of the Bowie Recreation Inventory 
and Meeds Assessment that deals with Parcel 
F, with biking/running and horse-riding, and 
with the City's general recreation policies. 
Tax map for Parcel F. 
Map of the City's boundaries. 
Bowie Area Development Sites and Highway 
Projects Outline. 

We are researching the types of funds used to acquire the 
City properties along Route 450 which you inquired about. ' The 
Model Homes property between Route 450 and Sussex Lane was 
deeded to the City in 1968 by the Levitt company. We have not 
yet determined whether Program Open Space or Land Conservation 
funds were used to acquire Whitemarsh Park and Parcel F. 

Please call Joe Nasr of the Planning Department at (30]) 
262-6200 if you have further questions. 

NOTE: See portions of the above attachments 
pertaining to Parcel F on pp. VI-174a 
thru VI-174d 

Sincerel\ 

James M. Cronk 
Director of Planning & 
Economic Development 

JMC:JLNrwca 

MAYOR 
RCHAflD J. LOGUE 

MAYOR 
PRO TEM 

MICHAEL F. OIMARIO 

COUNCIL 
JACK 0. JENKINS • EUGENE F. KIE.EY • RICHARD D. PADGETT 

WALTER G. PLANET • GEORGE F. ROBINSON 

VI-174 

CITY MANAGER 
G. CHAALES MOORE 



Attachment 1 

3^ 
confusion that may result from the introduction of one-way roads 
into this area, several benefits may arise from this option. 

* The median would no longer be necessary. This would create a 
considerable reduction in the width of the resulting area 
of disturbance.  The buffer that is maintained next to the 
existing residential areas, particularly the Galaxy Lane 
Memphis Lane and Twin Cedar Lane neighborhoods,would be 
increased. 

* -Along the right-of-way of the relocated road, further 
reduction in the area of disturbance and increase in the 
buffer would result from the removal of all eastbound lanes 
The area of disturbance along the existing road would remain 
close to what it is now. 

* The disturbance area would be minimized within land that may 
become a City park in the- future. . 

* The resulting traffic patterns appear to be workable. 
Analysis by SHA would be needed to evaluate this option. 

* l^t  w^enin? would be easy to perform, as a sidewalk or 
bike trail would be located along one side of each roadway. 
A lane could be added along the other side in the future. 

K *.u  X*11.?11? third 0Ption is studied further, staff support 
both the widening of Route 450 and its relocation in this 
segment to the right-of-way that is reserved for this purpose 
The sections that are recommended for construction are detailed 
in each sub-segment below.  The general rule is that the width 
J V? "Shts-of-way that are cleared for highway construction 

should be kept at a minimum in this segment.  Particular 
attention needs to be given to this portion of the project 
especially to the access to the business area.    Pro^ct' 

Route (SntwTnUK!eqUrt ^ussion, the proposed relocation of 
Route 450 will be referred to as New Route 45 0, while the 

toite145o!°adWay ^ ^^ Seginent 0f the ProJect ^ labeled Old 

1-  New Route 450,, from Highbridge Road to the Conrail 
tracks '       , • •  

The road would cross two undeveloped properties  The 
western one is the Highbridge subdivision where land'will be 
It^Ti ?r thViSht-of-way, as the site has been planned with 
the assumption that Route 450 will be relocalied.  The eastern 
property is City-owned and is being considered for a major park. 

h^oJhe i"tersecti?n of Highbridge Road and New Route 450 would 
RoS 1 Jhree-way intersection and may be signalized.  Church 
Son? !Lbe relocated in the future in such a way as to meet 
Route 450 across Highbridge Road; this intersection would become 

VI-174a 



k 
*   four-way intersection at that time.  Less than 1,000 feet east 
of this point would be located the only entrance to .he 
Highbridge subdivision off of Route 4^0. 

Staff analysis:  A bike trail is needed along the north side 
of New Route 4b0 (see details in the Evaluation or Special 
Issues section later).  Both properties in this segment are 
heavily wooded, and the area of disturbance should therefore be 
kept to a minimum.  Alternate 3 may be appropriate here.  .his 
segment of road is particularly sensitive environmentally. 

The potential park on the City-owned property can function 
with a northern half and a southern half if pedestrian access 
be^een the two parts is provided.  Since Route «0 would enter 
the property from the east as a bnage over the railroad tracks, 
an underpass can easily be incorporated into the project. 

A limited number of curb cuts and median breaks should be 
permitted along this segment.  The western end of Old Route 450 
should be closld or designed in such a way as not to meet 
Hiohbridge Road directly.  The reason for this concern is the 
SilSible future relocation of Church Road: if it were to meet 
Old Route 450 across Highbridge Road, an undesirable five-way 
?itersection would result.  The Highbridge Road-New Route 450 
intersection should be signalized under any option. 

The access to Old Route 450 should therefore be located 
east of Highbridge Road.  This access point should be either 
across from the entrance to the Highbridge subdivision or far 
enoSqh from it to avoid a traffic conflict.  Staff recommend 
that a four-way intersection of New Route 450, the access to Old 
Route 4 50 and the entrance to the Highbridge subdivision be 
created near the 7-Eleven store. 

For safety reasons, no other curb cuts or median breaks 
should be permitted on New Route 4 50 until the Church road 
crossing (C&P Telephone, 7-Eleven, Bowie Sew * Vac and^Second 
Sme ArcUd Shop should have access to Old Route 450 onlyK 
Church Road could then be extended from Old Route 450 to New 
Route 450 but only if deemed necessary.  A signal may be 
SarrLted at this intersection.  This link would pass through 
Sty Property and should be kept as close to its western edge 
City property,       nrooertv is made into a City park, its 
SlyTcce^would"be trough this new link.  There should be no 

,  access to New Route 450 be?ween Church Road Extended and Route 

197.. 

'"""'    2.  New Route 450- from the Conrail tracks to Route 197 
(including bridge) 

Some of the properties that will be most severely ijP^ted 
by the widening of Route 450 are those along this segment of the 
road.. The reason is that these properties would not only be 
adjacent to an arterial highway, but there would be a retaining 
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agricultural or wooded.  The eastern end (outside the study     ^ff 
limit) is occupied by a former landfill and a former gravel 
pit.  Because of its rural nature, the State Highway 
Administration recommends that the typical section in Alternate 
3 be used in this sub-segment of Route 450. 

Staff Analysis: The conditions here are similar to those in 
the Western segment (Route 193 to Highbridge Road).  The typical 
section in Alternate 3 would be suitable here.  It may be 
adapted to include a sidewalk along the south side, so as to 
provide, in the future, a pedestrian connection to Crofton 
across the Patuxent River.  The median should be broken and 
left-turn lanes constructed only at Cornerstone Assembly of God, 
Sacred Heart Church and Public Works Road.  No new signals are 
warranted.  Only a few curb cuts are needed at this time. 

The existing right-of-way is narrow here (mostly 70 to 80 
feet wide). Except at the western end of the sub-segment, the 
edge of the road is not heavily wooded along the northern side. 
The southern side is covered almost entirely with mature 
woodland. Consequently, right-of-way acquisition should occur 
primarily north of the present roadway. 

IV.  STAFF ANALYSIS OF SPECIAL ISSUES 

A.  Bike Trails and Sidewalks 

The Maryland Route 450 improvements will be an ideal 
opportunity to provide a continuous bike trail along one side of 
the road. This policy is particularly important with the 
probable increase in density in the rural area between Lanham 
and Bowie.  In addition to the bike trail along one side of the 
roadway (the north side), sidewalks will be needed on the 
opposite side in some limited urbanized locations, specifically 
between Moylah/Trinity Drives and Superior Lane. 

The recommendations regarding bike trails are detailed in 
the Evaluation by Segment section above.  A sequential (west to 
east) summary is provided n^-xt.  Starting at Route 193, the 
trail should follow the north side of Route 450 until Highbridge 
Road.  Two alternatives would be available at that point if 
Route 450 is relocated northward to its reserved right-of-way. 
The bike trail could either follow the relocated 4 50, or follow 
existing Route 450. 

*  If a northern alignment is adopted for the bike trail, the 
trail should remain on the north side of the roadway.  An 
underpass on the west end of the Conrail bridge and a 
connection to it from the bike trail should be provided for 
access to the proposed park.  A pedestrian phase should be 
available at the new signal at Route 19 7.  The trail would 
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Attachment 4 /Vy 

6.     Bowie  Annex: 

This former junior high school has an undetermined 
status.  It currently is used for administrative purposes and 
will become the temporary site of a school in the near future. 
However, it is hoped that its fields will remain available for 
allocation.  Currently, the location provides two soccer fields, 
and three softball fields overlayed on another soccer field. 

The open space at the site has potential for 
providing as much as 4 soccer fields (one a mini) or 4 softball 
fields.  It is recommended that Bowie Annex be a spccer facility 
during the winter,-and a softball facility during the summer. 

Phasing:  First phase 
Complexing potential:  3 Soccer and 1 Mini-soccer 

OR 4 Softball 
OR 2 Baseball 

Recommendation:  3 Soccer and 1 Mini-soccer in fall 
4 Softball in spring 

7.  Route 450 at Conrail property: 

This undeveloped property of 70 acres is owned by the 
City.  The proposed Route 450 relocation will divide the site 
into two portions, the southern one being larger.  Proposed 
Route A-44, if built, would also run north-south through this 
property. The proposed Highbridge subdivision surrounds the 
property along its northern and western boundaries, with its 
recreational facilities expected to be located immediately north 
of this property. 

The entire site is covered by mature woodland, with 
little underbrush.  The topography of the site divides it into 
two fairly distinct halves.  The western half is rolling, while 
the eastern half (except for the southern edge along Route 450) 
is relatively flat . Some small marshland will need to be 
preserved along Collington Branch. 

For all the above reasons, and because of the 
expected growth of the Highbridge area, it is recommended that 
this entire property be made into one of the City's major 
parks.  The western portion and the southeastern edge should 
remain wooded and be developed with trails.  The remainder of 
the property is suitable for up to 8 fields. 
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Wlliam Donald Schaefer 

Couemor 

Jacqueline H. Rogen 

Secretov, DHCD 

December 13, 1988 

m 
Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson, Chief 
Environmental Management (_& TS I— o. 
Maryland Department of Transportation UJ -'i^,^ 
State Highway Administration ^ '^ S O 
707 North Calvert Street = *- '"n —' 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 c^ 2 

CD 

Re:  Contract No. P84A-101-371 
MD 450 from east of 
Whitfield Chapel Road 
to west of MD 3 
PDMS No. 163300 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

_ Thank you for your letter of November 1, 1988 in which vou clarify certain 
portions or your previous letter dated August 9, 1988. 

This office concurs with your determinations of effect as follows: 

6 Lane 6 Lane 
Mam Interim        4 Lane       Initial        Widened 
Wame Improvements    Divided      Construction    Section 

Buena Vista     No Effect*      No Effect  '    N/A No Adverse 

Effect 

Holy Trinity    No Effect*      No Effect      N/A *„ Adverse 
tnurch 

Sacred Heart    N/A No Effect    No Effect 

Effect 

N/A 

t or Hqusinq  /and Commumiv De Department 01 Housing  /and Community Deveiooment 
Shaw House. 21 Stale Circle. Annapolis. Maryland 2M01 (3011 974-5000 
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Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
December 13, 1988 
Page 2 

i 
Should you have any questions, please call Michael Day at 97a-5000. 

GJA:MKD:dlt 

cc:  Ms. Rita Suffness 
Ms. Shirley Baltz 

Sincerely, 

Z1 r 
Tz^Wv^W / 
George J. Andreve 
Project Review and      / 
Compliance Administrator 
Office of Preservation Services 
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CITY HALL • BOWIE, MARYLAND 20715 • 262-6200 • TDD 262-5013 

September 2.3,    1987 

Mr. Don Sparklin 
SHA - Environmental Management, Room 304 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

Re:  Maryland Route 450 improvements 

Dear Mr. Sparklin: 

funds 
South 
abuts 
Progr 
feder 
Parce 
using 
Space 

As per your request. City Staff investigated the source of 
used to acquire Whitemarsh Park and Parcel F.  The Archer 
property, which is the portion of Whitemarsh Park that 
the southern side of Route 450, was purchased in 1973 with 

am Open Space funds.  There was no indication that any 
al Land Conservation funds were used for this purchase. 
1 F was acquired by the City of Bowie from 1982 to 1904, 
City funds. There was no indication that Program Open' 
or Land Conservation funds were used for this purchase. 

I hope that this information answers your questions 
Please call Joe Nasr at (301) 262-6200 if you need further 
information. 

Sincerely,      ,•) 

2 ,.^^ldi^yvJX /4'V^ 

James M. Cronk 
Director of Planning A 
Economic Development 

JMC:JLNrwea 

MAYOR 
RCHAfiO J. LOGUE 

MAYOR 
PRO TEM 

MICHAEL F. OIMARIO 

COUNCIL 
JACK D. JENKINS • EUGENE F. KILEY • RICHARD 0. PADGETT 

WALTER G. PLANET • GEORGE F. ROBINSON 

VI-177 

CITY MANAGER 
G. CHARLES UOORE 



United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
DIVISION OF ECOLOGICAL SERVICES 

1825B VIRGINIA STREET 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

February  18,   1987 

Mr. Roy Pool 
Environmental Services, Inc. 
9 St. Mary's Road 
Pylesville, Maryland 21132 

Dear Mr. Pool: 

This responds to your January 21, 1987, request for information on the 
presence of Federally listed endangered or threatened species within the 
area of the proposed improvements to MD Route 450, from MD Route 3 to the 
Capital Beltway, Prince Georges County, Maryland. 

Except for occasional transient individuals, no Federally listed or 
proposed endangered or threatened species are known to exist in the project 
impact area. Therefore, no Biological Assessment or further Section 7 
Consultation is required with the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS).  Should 
project plans change, or if additional information on the distribution of 
listed or proposed species becomes available, this determination may be 
reconsidered. 

This response relates only to endangered species under our jurisdiction. 
It does not address other FWS concerns under the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act or other legislation. 

Thank you for your interest in endangered species.  If you have any 
questions or need further assistance, please contact Judy Jacobs of our 
Endangered Species staff at (301) 269-6324. 

Sincerely yours, 

•H Glenn Kinser Supervisor 
Annapolis Field Office 

VI-1.78 
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Department of Natural Resources 

TORREVC BROWN MD MARYLAND FOREST, PARK & WILDLIFE.SERVICE ^ 
SECRETARY Tawes Office Building ~'-"""lD Z^'^0^^ 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

March 17, 1987 

Roy Pool 
Environmental Services, Inc. 
9 St. Mary's Road 
Pylesville, Maryland  21132 

Subject:  Maryland Rt. 450 Proposed Realignment, P.G. County 

Dear Mr. Pool: 

The Maryland Natural Heritage Program has no record of any 
rare species or unique habitat at or in the vicinity of this 
project site.  However, in the absence of a recent site review, 
we cannot show that such species or habitats are not present. 

Species and habitats of special concern to the state are 
listed and discussed in the following 1984 Department of Natural 
Resources publication:  Threatened and Endangered Plants and 
Animals of Maryland, available through this office.  A site 
evaluation should include a consideration of these species and 
their habitats. 

1 .incerely;, I    . 

MM 
upnathan A.   Mcknight 
Maryland Natural  Heritage  Program 

JAM:nit 

VT-179 

Telephone        (301)     974-2370  

TTY FOR DEAF: STATEWIDE 1-800-492-5062; BALTIMORE 269-2609 



Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
• •   •-••—•—- - — 

Tidewater Administration 
Tawes State Office Building 
580 Taylor Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

MMt^aaOMta 

William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 

October  23,   1987 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

10M: 

Cynchia D. Simpson, Chief 

Environmental Management 

Department of Transportation 

•' • * . Jen 

Fisheries 

# Y 
sssaEzasasi 

Torrev C. Brown, M.D. 
Sttcreiarv 

3? o s .^-o- 
"£> -^^ "CC?" 

-:-%* CO 
<;-><^ 

S •^M 

SUBJECT:  Contract NoJ P-844-101-371  Maryland Route 450 west of Whicfield Chapel 

Road to Maryland Route 3 Prince George's County.  Wetlands Field Review 
Comments 

Fisheries Division was unable to attend the September 15, 1987, agency field 
review.  We would appreciate a copy of the wetlands summary table and mapping. 
These were not included in the notification letter. 

At this stage of project planning, Fisheries Division recommends bridges at 
all stream crossing. Fisheries Division advocates early coordination during the 
final design of the various waterway crossings. 

These comments were prepared by Jeff Mosley and represent this Division's vi 

Collington Branch, Lottsford Branch and Folly Branch 

ews. 

_, , Ly Branch are Class I screams, 
protected for water contact and growth and propagation of fish, other aquatic life 
and wildlife.  Enclosed for your information are two documents of survcv results 
of the finfish species that inhabit these streams. 

Based or. present information, a March 1 through June 15 restriction on all 
instream construction will be recommended by our office to protect finfish resources, 

WPJ:KJM:cp 

LITERATURE CITED: 

Prince George's County Stormwater Management Technical Group, 1Q81.  Technical Stud^ 
Western Branch of the Patuxent River.  The Environmental Planning Division 
Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission . County Adminiscrat in 
Building, Upper Marlboro, Maryland  20772 

Telephone: (301) 974-3061 

DNR TTY for Deaf: 301-974-3683 

Vl-180 
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Maryland Department ofTransportation 
State Highway Administration 

Ricnard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Sepcember 30, 193" 

MEMORANDUM 

H-r 

5^ 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 

Project Development Division 

Cynthia D. Simpson, Chief n/vtfe/i 
Environmental Management 

Contract No. P 844-101-371 
Maryland Route 450 west of 
Whitfield Chapel Road to 
Maryland Route 3 
PDMS No. 163033 
Wetland Field Review 

On September 15, 1987, a wetland field review with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and other agencies was held for the subject project, currently in 
Stage 2 of Project Planning.  The following people were in attendance: 

: vi 

l/ 

Mary Dircks 
Bob Zepp 

Peter Knight 
Claudia Jones 

Michelle Huffman 

Donald Sparklin 
Mark Lotz 
Howard Erickson 
Roy Pool 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

DNR/Water Resources Administration 
SHA/Environmental Management 
The Wilson T. Ballard Company 

Environmental Services, Inc. 
Environmental Services, Inc. 

The following people were invited but did not attend: 

Jeff Alper 

Michael Slattery 
Nick Carter 

Environmental Protection Agency 
DNR/Non-tidal Wetlands. 
DNR/Fisheries Division 

Prior to this review, approximately 16 wetland areas (the majority of which 
are non-tidal palustrine, forested and emergent) were identified and flagged in 
the project corridor.  Half of these wetlands are high quality wildlife habitat 
and nutrient traps, and provide sediment and soil erosion control and flood 
dissipation.  The remainder have both low and medium functional values.  Most 
of these WPT. lands are associated with streams and their tributar i=:3 cr^s in* 

My teleonone number is (301) !33-ii: 

Teletyoewrlter for Imcalred Hearlnc or Sceecn 
3a:-7555   Baltimore   Metro   -   565-0-51  O.C.  Metro   -   1-300 --192-5052   Ststswk 
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V>0 

•Mr. Louis H. £ge, Jr. 
September 30, 1987 
Page Two 

Maryland Route 45C and hydric soils are present in many cases.  Dominant vegeta- 
tion generally consists of Cattails, sweetguras, rushes, and river birch.  Impacts 
to wetlands were calculated based on worst case right-of-way requirements (s'ix- 
J-ane widening), although these requirements would hold true if either a four or 

4 five lane typical section alternate is selected.  A preliminary analysis indicates 
jj that nearly 3.5 acres of wetlands could be affected by the proposed project. 

Impacted areas were defined based on preliminary engineering.  Additional refine- 
ments during the final design phase may result in more or less impacts. 

The purpose of the review was to determine if the U.S. Aray Corps of Engineers 
will take jurisdiction over wetlands, review wetland types and boundaries, 
and obtain agency comments. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will take jurisdiction over all wetlands 
identified in the project corridor, except sites W-2a (filled by developers) and 
W-10.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service agreed 
with the wetland types and boundaries that were developed. 

Site W-9 (two sections) will be impacted by future sewer line construction 
and Prince George's County's advanced construction of relocated Maryland Route 450 
prior to the State Highway Administration's roadwork.  The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers stated that permits would be needed for the two County projects and the 
State Highway Administration would only address those impacts occurring in any 
remaining wetlands in this area. Site W-8 is not affected by the proposed alternates. 

Interchanges or new at-grade intersection configurations are beir.a studied at 
Maryland Route A-SO/Electric Terrace/Maryland Route 704. 

Both the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
prefer Option A (interchange or at-grade intersection configurations at Maryland 
Route 450/Electric Terrace) over Option C (at-grade intersection at Maryland 

•••: Routes 450/704) due to substantially less wetland impacts.  Option B and Option 
C (interchange alternative) have been dropped from further consideration. 

y., The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also inquired about stormwater management 
jj facility locations and stated that such•facilities should not be placed in wetlands. 
'$ The State Highway Administration responded chat locations will be-developed in 

final design and the design bureaus will be advised of agency concerns. 

No other comments were received. 

CDS:tlh 
cc:  Attendees 

Mr. Ed Stein 
Mr. Paul Wettlaufer 
Mr. Donald Honeywell 
Mr'-' Ed Jankiewicz 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING 

^- 

PARTI (To be completed by Federal Agency)                                                | Date 0. Lana Evo.uauon Ra,,,,,.        1/14/88 

Name Of Project      Maryland   Route   450:       Whitfield                   i Federal Agency Invoiuua 
Chanel   Rd.   to  West  of  Maryland  Route   3          ! 

Proposed Land Use 
Improved  Arterial  Highway 

County And State 
Prince   George's   County,   Maryland 

PART II (To be completed by SCS) 
Date Request Received By SCS 

January  20,   1988 
Does the site contain prime, unique, statewide or local important farmland?               Yes    No 
(If no. the FPPA does not apply - do not complete additional parts of this form).       C8      D 

Acres Irrigated 

None 

Average Farm Size 

98 
Major CropW 

Com,   Soybeans,   Tobacco,   Small 
Gram 

Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction 

Acres:    145.62i                  %   46.7 

Amount Of Farmland As Defined in FPPA 

Acres:    m.ggs                %  35.9 
Name Of Land Evaluation System'Used . 

P.G.   Co.,   Land Evaluation System 

Name Of Local Site Assessment System 

Use FPPA System 

Date Land Evaluation Returned By SCS 

January 29,   1988 

PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency) 
Alternative Site Rating 

Site A Site B          j         Site C          1         Site D 

A.    Total Acres To Be Converted Directly 98.6 87.6       !       106.0        1 
B.    Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly !                     i 
C.    Total Acres In Site 98.6 87.6      !      106.0       i 

PART^ IV (To be completed by SCS)  Land Evaluation Information 

A.   Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland -'    6.4 5.3                  6.2 
B.   Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland 4.6 2.9                  4.4 
C.   Percentage Of Farmland In County OrLocal Govt. Unit To Be Converted .001 .001               .001 
D.    Percentage Of Farmland In Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value 67 46.. 2    ..54.B_.__             ._      . 

PART V (To be completed by SCS)  Land Evaluation Criterion 
RelativeValueOf Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points) 57 68                   60 

PART VI  (To be completed by Federal Agency) 
Site Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(b) 

1. Area In Nonurban Use 

2.  Perimeter In Nonurban Use 

3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed 
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government 

5.  Distance From Urban Builtup Area 
6.  Distance To Urban Support Services 

Maximum 
Points 

15 
10 
20 
20 

7.  Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average 

8. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland 

9. Availability Of Farm Support Services 
10. On-Farm Investments 
11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 
12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use 

TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 

10 
25 

10 

.25- 
-l.Q_ 

160 28 

4 

V 
"6_ 
o_ 
b_ 

.3 
Q 

.5.. 

_8_ 
0 
2. 

29 

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency) 

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100 57 

Total Site Assessment (From Part Vl above or a local 
site assessment) 160 28 

60 

29 

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260                 85           i                        '        89            i 

Site Selected: 
I VJ.n A t.oc.-il !*.r.i; »*-,.i.':;smi:nt Us'.'d-' 

Date Of Selection                                                 i                  Yur,   .J                  No   U 

Reason For Selection: 

Note:-"Site A" is the 4-Lane Divided Alternate 
"Site B" is the 5-Lane Undivided Alternate which has been dropped from consideration 
"Site C'-! is the 6-Lane Divided Alternate 
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September 13,  1988 

V3M DOMU Sck^v 
CoUBner 

JtcqucaatH. Rofo» 

Ms.  Cynthia D.  Simpson,  Chief 
Environmental Management 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore,  Maryland 21203-0717 

Re: Contract No.  P 844-101-371 
MD 450 from East of Whitfield 
Chapel Road  to West of Road 
Route 3 
PDMS No.  103033 

Dear Ms.  Simpson: 

Thank you for your letter of August 3,  1988 concerning Buena Vista.    This office^ 
concurs with the currently proposed boundaries. ^P 

Should  you have any questions,  please contact Michael Day at 974-5000. 

Sincerely, 

~7r"? cc^k 

George J.  Andreve 
Project Review and / 
Compliance Administrate/ 
Office of Preservation Services 

GJA: MKD: leb 

cc:  Ms. Rita Suffness 
Mrs. Sara Walton 
Ms.. Shirley Baltz 

Dcpinment ot HOUSIOB And Community Developmtnt 
Sruw Houx. Jl Suit Cutie. Ann«polii M»ryl»nd 21401 13011 974-5000 
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October 7,   1988 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Bureau of Project Planning 
State Highway Administration 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 717 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Re: Contract No. P 844-101-371 
MD 450 Whitfield.£hapel Road to 

West of MD 3 
PDMS No. 163300 
Prince George's County, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

Thank you   for sending us a copy of the report of  the Phase I 
archeological survey conducted of the above-referenced project.  The report was 
prepared by Berger Burkavage, Inc. and is dated June 1988.   This office 
received  its  review  copy  from  the  State  Highway  Administration  on 
August 15, 1988. 

The report presents concise documentation of the goals, methodology, 
results and recommendations of the survey. The level of research and the 
resulting report are consistent with the "Guidelines for Archeological 
Investigations in Maryland" (McNaraara, 1981) and the Secretary of the 
Interior's "Standards and Guidelines" (1983). We do, however, suggest that the 
following be added to the final report as appendices: 

1. the Maryland Inventory forms for the 3 sites identified 

2. the vitae, or brief summary of qualifications, of the 
principal project personnel 

Department ol Housinii  /and Community Development 
Shaw House. 21 State Circle. Annapolis. Maryland 21401 [3011 971-5000 
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Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
October 7, 1988 
Page 2 

The survey identified and recorded two prehistoric and one historic 
archeological site. One prehistoric site, Simpson Site A (18 PR 376) is 
located approximately 200 feet outside of the proposed right-of-way. We 
recommend avoidance of this site by all construction activities and equipment. 
The second prehistoric site, Simpson Site B (18 PR 360) contains a low density 
of cultural materials. It is not likely that Site 18 PR 360 would yield any 
additional information beyond that already collected during the Phase I survey 
and, therefore, this office concurs that this site is not potentially eligible 
for the National Register. The historic site identified, Duvall's Store (18 PR 
378) was found to contain a mixture of historic and modem artifacts. This 
office concurs that Site 18 PR 378 lacks physical integrity and therefore is 
not potentially eligible for the National Register. 

Based upon the results of the Phase I survey, we concur that the proposed 
project will have no effect upon significant archeological resources. No 
additional archeological Investigations are warranted for this particular 
project. 

Thank you for providing us the opportunity to comment, 

RBH/ERE/meh 

cc:  Mr. Tyler Bastian 
Ms. Rita Suffness 
Dr. Gary D. Shaffer 
Ms. Shirley Baltz 

Sincerely, 

Richard B. Hughes 
Chief Administrator, 
Archeological Programs 

Office of Management and Planning 
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# 
Comments following Environmental Assessment publication 

Written comments were received  following  publication  of the 
Environmental Assessment from the following government agencies: 

-    Maryland Department of State Planning — Office of State 
Clearinghouse 

State of Maryland - Department of the Environment (Air Quality 
Analysis) 

State of Maryland- Department of the Environment (Waterways 
and Wetlands) 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (Air Quality 
Analysis) 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources - Forest, Park and 
Wildlife Service 

.Maryland Department of Natural Resources - Water Resources 
Administration 

United States Department of the Interior - office of 
Environmental Project Review 

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M- 
NCPPC - Archer Tract) 

M-NCPPC (Glenn Dale Hospital Site) 
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MARYLAND AJ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE PLANNING 

301  W. PRESTON  S I Hht I 
BALTIMORE.   MARYLAND   21201-2363 

WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER CONSTANCE LIEDER 

GOVCTWO* sEcnrrARv 

January 16, 1989 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

\ 

State Application Identifier: MD890110-0022 

State Clearinghouse Contact:  Samuel Baker 

RE: Environmental Assessment/Section 4(f) Evaluation - 
-M.  Md. 450 West of Md. Rte. 3 to Whitfield Chapel Road 

P-844-101-371 
•Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of the referenced project. We are providing 
notice of the.project to State and local public officials via the Intergovern- 
mental Monitor for their information 

Please be assured that all intergovernmental review requirements have been met 
in accordance with the Maryland Intergovernmental Review and Coordination 
Process (C0MAR 16.02.01). 

Sincerely 

A 

Mary J. Abrams 
Director, Maryland State Clearinghouse 

for Intergovernmental Assistance 

MJA:SB:scl 

.JAN :r :=so 

p. 
'* VT — 1 fift 

TELEPHONE: 301-225-4490 J -r rr 

TTY for Oea»: 301-383-7555                                                                                                              pu       •'"VViri";-"',' '„%...,. 
OFFICE OF STATE CLEARINGHOUSE  " * P'IEL *••* W91 
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DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    ENVIRONMENT 
2500 Broening Highway, Baltimore, Maryland 21224 

Area Code 301     •    631-3245 

< 

William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 

Martin W. Walsh, Jr. 
Secretary 

January 19, 1989 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson, Chief 
Environmental Management 
Project Development Division 
707 North Calvert Street, Roan 310 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

RE  MD Route 450 from Whitfield Chapel 
Road to MD 3 Contract No. P 844-101- 
PDMS No. 163300 

•371N 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

I have reviewed the air impact analysis performed for the proposed 
widening and improvement of Maryland Route 450 from Whitfield Chapel Road 
to Maryland Route 3 in Prince George's County and concur with its" 
conclusions. 

The proposed project is consistent with the transportation ccncrol 
portion of the State Implementation Plan for the Metropolitan Washington 
Interstate Air Quality Control Region. Furthermore, adherence with the 
provisions of COMAR 10.18.06.03D will ensure that the impact from any 
construction phase of this project will be minimal. 

Thank you for the opporttmity to review this analysis. 

Sincerely, 

Mario E. Jcrquera, P.E. 
Program Administrator 
Air Management Administration 

MEJ/sf 
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DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    ENVIRONMENT 
2500 Broening Highway,   Baltimore,  Maryland   21224 

Area Code   301   •   631- -"', {.•. 

William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 

Martin W. Walsh, Jr. 
f-orretary 

March   15,    I'.JH! 

Mr.   Louis H.   Ege,   Jr. 
Deputy Director 

Project Development Division 
State Highway Administration 

707 N. Calvert Street, Room 506 

Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

RE:  Environmental Assessment MD 450 West of MD 3 in WIMIIP-M • h;  K'umi. 
Contract No.  P 844-101-371 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

We are in receipt of the above-referenced dooiimont anil ..:!• \   -ii.- 
following comments: 

1. Of all alternate options proposed, option C result:-; m • \v    i is; 
impact to waterways and wetlands; therefore, it is recommi'!ifl>-d. 

2. Option A results in the greatest wetland impacts ami -,m>ii.i :.. MM- 

option of least preference. 

3. Unavoidable wetland losses shall be mitigated at a m i n i mmn raij.. .jf 
one-to-one and in-kind. Off-site mitigation shall be con* ickT'-n ..niy uh,-,, ,,„ 
site alternatives are infeasibie. 

4. Naturally occurring wetlands and waterways should m! h, . m; . .iiml'"i 
for the purposes of stormwater control or miligat.ion ••uliaiic-iin'iii . 

5. Vegetated stormwater management ponds are not ad''>iu.-ii-• ! i 
mitigation. 

6. Pollutants from the first one-half inch of storniwai..-i- i-iiii.,|'i i r in 
impervious surfaces shall be removed in uplands.  Infiltration is Ih- 
preferred method.  If infiltration is not selected, docunienl at i-i; • l t :; • 
unsuitability of soils must be provided. 

VI-190 



Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Page 2 

yd 

7.  Stream restoration/stabilization and sioi-niKairr :•• 
considered as partial mitigation in severely degraded ar'-a.^. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment, 
please contact me at (301) 631-3609. 

my   Do 

I t'    ynn    ||;u : •    .'III .      in,''- |  mns 

ATD:sh 

cc:  JoAnn S. Watson 

Sincere ly, 

Andrew T. Der 
Natural Resources Liui I..-.;:i: 
Standards & Cert i 1' icaf i '•>;; 
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Responses to Comments from State of Maryland Department of the Environmenr 

1. MD 704 design Option D has been selected for the MD 450/704 intersection. 
Although Option C had the least wetland impacts, it was rejected on the 
basis of traffic operations. 

Option D proposes the slight northern relocation of MD 704 and 
reorientation of the MD 450/704 intersection to give preference as a 
through movement to the traffic from westbound MD 450 to southbound MD 704 
and from northbound MD 704 to eastbound MD 450. Westbound MD 450 traffic 
would flow uninterrupted across the intersection by means of a one lane 
ramp. Eastbound MD 450 would go through the right angle intersection using 
double left turns. The basis for this option was the accommodation of the 
heavy projected volume of traffic intending to travel from westbound MD 
450 to southbound MD 704 (1900 veh./hr. in the A.M. peak). Under Options 
A or C, this heavy volume of westbound to southbound traffic would require 
prohibitive signal phase lengths (75 sec. + for the WB to SB Phase) even 
with triple left turns which would be undesirable and inefficient given 
that these left turn lanes would be fed by one through westbound lane 
approaching the intersection. 

2. As discussed in Section III.B.S.b. of the FONSI, wetland losses are 
unavoidable for this project. Wetland losses shall be mitigated in-kind 
at a minimum ratio of one-to-one, possibly supplemented by additional in- 
kind replacement or other measures to improve water quality such as 
providing more infiltration than would otherwise be required or providing 
stormwater management retrofits. The exact type and location of mitigation 
measures will be determined during the final design phase in consultation 
with the Corps of Engineers and Department of Natural Resources in 
accordance with the Section 404 (b)(1) guidelines. Wetlands would not be 
used for stormwater management. Replacement of wetlands will be sought 
initially within the project corridor. If suitable sites are not 
available, off-site mitigation will be developed in the Patuxent watershed, 
in which this project is located. 

3. Stormwater runoff will be managed under the Department of the Environment 
Stormwater Management Regulations. These regulations will require 
stormwater management practices in the following order of preference: 

on-aite infiltration; 

flow attenuation by open vegetated swales and natural depressions; 

stormwater retention structures; and 

stormwater detention structures. 

It has been demonstrated that these measures can substantially reduce 
pollutant loads and control runoff. 

To minimize water quality impacts, final design for the proposed 
improvements will include plans for grading, sediment and erosion control, 
and stormwater management, in accordance with State and Federal laws and 
regulations. Final plans require review and approval by the Maryland DNR, 
Water Resources Administration and the Department of the Environment. 
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y«.r4^    UNITED STATES ENVIRONMEhfTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
i REGION III Km '  ' :WR21 r/ . 841 Chestnut Building 

N «wi*0' Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19107 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Project Development Division 
State Highway Administration Room 506 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltmore, Maryland 21202 

Re:  MD Rt. 450 
Whitfield Chapel Road to west of MD Rt. 3 
Prince George's County, Maryland'  (89-01-227) 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, EPA lias reviewed 
the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the above referenced 
project. The following comments are provided for your 
consideration: 

Land Use 

The need for the proposed project and its conformance 
with local land use plans is of concern to EPA. Doth the 
eastern and western portions of the study area have virtually 
achieved ultimate development (page 1-11). The text mentions 
two large potential developments between Maryland Route 193 
and Maryland Route 197, although these developments have not 
been approved. Therefore, in order to justify the need for 
the project, independent of proposed development. currently 
approved and newly constructed development should be 
described. The density of residential developments allowed 
in current and future land use plans should also be given. 

The EA does not give a preference between the four lane 
and six lane option. Differences in levels of service (LOS) 
provided by these options Xs' a major factor in the selection 
process. As explained by Donald Sparklin (SHA) in 
conversation with Lynn Rothman, March 3, 1989, SHA is redoing 
the traffic analysis to ensure that it reflects current 
development in the study area. 

In addition to the LOS provided by each option, further 
environmental documentation should evaluate the implications 
of all of the alternatives (including the No-Build) with 

"regard to  secondary development.    Note  that  secondary 
development has the potential to impact the environment to -i 
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greater extent than the project itself. For example, 
terrestrial habitat loss resuting from residential 
construction is likely to be more severe than that resulting 
from the project. 

EPA is pleased that all impacted forest land areas of 
greater than one acre will be replaced on a 1:1 basis (p. IV- 
18). We suggest that replacement areas be identified and 
reserved as soon as possible, before the remaining open space 
in the study area is claimed for residential development. 

Build Alternates 

Regardless of the Alternate selected for this proposal, 
Prince George's County plans to construct a four-lane divided 
highway south of the existing roadway, between Maryland Route 
193 and Highbridge Road and along a northern relocation 
between Highbridge Road and Moylan/Trinity Drives, as an agent 
of SHA. Therefore, we recommend that mitigation requirements 
which apply to the federally funded portion of this project, 
for example, the replacement of woodlands and wetlands, also 
apply to this section of roadway. 

Wetlands 

With regard to the Maryland Route 450/704 intersection, 
Option C has the least impact to wetlands, while also 
requiring fewer displacements and less right of way than 
Option D. Option D, however, is preferred bacause of its 
superior traffic operational characteristics. We suggest that 
the levels of service provided by these options be compared 
and an attempt made to further reduce wetland impact with 
Option D, in order to justify its selection. 

For wetlands which cannot be avoided, impacts should be 
minimized to the greatest extent possible. It is EPA policy 
that all impacted wetlands be replaced in kind, on at least 
a 1:1 basis. Replacement areas should be on-site, if 
possible. Furthermore, we recommend that a tentative 
mitigation plan be devloped before the final design phase of 
the project and that replacement areas be reserved. EPA would 
like to participate in the formation of a mitigation plan. 
Please contact Peter Stokely, 215-597-3642, in this regard. 

gurffrce Water 

The EA states that box culverts or bridges will replace 
the existing single span bridges at Bald Hill Branch, Folly 
Branch and Lottsford Branch (page IV-16). Please note that (£7,: 
EPA strongly recommends the use of bridges rather than 
culverts for all surface water crossings. Furthermore, cost 
comparisons of bridges versus culverts should be provided in 
all environmental documents to assist in the evaluation of 
the proposed structures. 
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Groundwater 

In order to protect groundwater, iueis, de-icing ^_^ 
materials, etc. should be stored away from exposed cuts. ,-^3 ' 
Likewise, stormwater runoff should be diver ted away from ^C^- 
recharge areas. 

Noise 

For those Noise Sensitive Areas  (NSA)  where noise 
barriers are not economically feasible (for example, NSA 13 /"-N 
and  35),  it  would  be  worthwhile  to  evaluate  the 0^/ 
benefit/feasibility of soundproofing to reduce indoor noise 
impacts. 

Multi-Use Trail 

EPA fully supports the inclusion of a imut.i-use trail 
for the entire project. 

Thank you for allowing EPA the opportunity 1.0 review this 
document. Should you have any questions, or if we can be of 
further assistance, please contact Lynn Rotliman at 215-597- 
7336. 

Sincerely, 

lLrpkf< 
rffTTsy'M. Alper, Chief 

NEPA Compliance Section 

cc:  Mr. Herman Rodrigo, FHWA 
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Responses to Comments From the United States Environmental Protection Aoencv 
(Dated March 21, 1989) 

1. The number of lanes associated with the Selected Alternate is based on 
capacity requirements dictated by traffic volume projections for the year 
2015. These projections are based on Washington Council of Governments (COG) 
Round 3.5 data for the year 2010 in addition to developments that were either 
approved or under construction. Analysis by SHA's Traffic Forecasting Section 
between 1986 and 1990 indicated that the COG Round 3.5 projections alone for 
residences and employment positions in the Bowie area for the year 2010 were 
already exceeded by existing plus approved development. Therefore, the 
following developments within the area immediately adjacent to the project 
area were hand adjusted (Spring, 1987) into the forecasts: 

Hilltop Plaza Addition 
Bowie Forest Subdivision 
Freestate Mall Addition 
Collington Plaza 
Bowie Business Park Expansion 
Stewart's Landing 
Highbridge Subdivision and Shopping Center 
Red Willow 
Colonial Village Shops 
Holmehurst 
silverbrook 
Glennnford 
Duvall Village 
Janes Dale 
Washington Business Park 
Glenn Estates 
Enterprise Shopping Center Expansion 

Within the Bowie area, more than 110 development proposals are at some point 
in the development pipeline. The proposed roadway improvements are designed 
to address the residential and commercial development outlined above. The 
roadway improvements are consistent with area master plans which dictate the 
types and densities of development that will occur. 

An equally important component driving the need for the project is existing 
MD 450's substandard features with regard to pavement width, shoulder width, 
horizontal curvature and sight distance. 

2. Based on review by the project planning team, it was concluded that the 
traffic analysis did not require any further updating. It was believed that 
traffic forecasts were based on an accurate portrayal of current plus approved 
development. 

3. Development in the corridor occurs as a result of planning and zoning by the 
County. Regardless of major improvements to MD 450, development will occur. 
This project does not force or spur development. The need for major 
improvements to MD 450 is created in response to both existing travel demand 
and development planned in and near the corridor.  The project is 

VI-196 



tf> 

being proposed in response to intense growth both planned and underway in 
the area and, as with this planned development, is in conformance with the 
latest area master plans. In addition, this project is not anticipated 
to have major land use impacts or induce unplanned growth as little land 
remains that is not already planned or targeted for development. 

The impact of development is addressed by developers, as they are required 
to comply with federal, state, and county environmental requirements and 
must obtain appropriate permits for impacts to floodplains and wetlands, 
sediment and erosion control, etc. Federal, state and county resource 
agencies review these permits when submitted, at which time mitigation is 
addressed. 

4. State regulations require that the cutting or clearing of trees be 
minimized on State construction projects. All impacted forest land areas 
of one acre or greater must be replaced on an acre for acre basis. The 
first priority for replacement would be within the limits of the project. 
If the required area is not available within the limits of the project, 
other lands owned by the State Highway Administration that may be suitable 
and available for reforestation, and reforestation would be identified by 
the SHA Landscape Architecture Division during the final design phase. 
Landscaping studies throughout the project will be undertaken during final 
design and coordinated with Bowie Streetscape Studies. 

5. Prince George's County participation in the MD 450 project was withdrawn 
in 1990 due to a shift in funding priorities. The entire project from 
Whitfield Chapel Road to west of MD 3 has been addressed in the FONSI. 

6. MD 704 design Option D has been selected for the MD 450/704 intersection. 
Although Option C had the least wetland impacts, it was rejected on the 
basis of traffic operations. 

Option D proposes the slight northern relocation of MD 704 and 
reorientation of the MD 450/704 intersection to give preference as a 
through movement to the traffic from westbound MD 450 to southbound MD 704 
and from northbound MD 704 to eastbound MD 450. Westbound MD 450 traffic 
would flow uninterrupted across the intersection by means of a one lane 
ramp. Eastbound MD 450 would go through the right angle intersection using 
double left turns. The basis for this option was the accommodation of the 
heavy projected volume of traffic intending to travel from westbound MD 
450 to southbound MD 704 (1900 veh./hr. in the A.M. peak). Under Options 
A or C, this heavy volume of westbound to southbound traffic would require 
prohibitive signal phase lengths (75 sec. + for the WB to SB Phase) even 
with triple left turns which would be undesirable and inefficient given 
that these left turn lanes would be fed by one through westbound lane 
approaching the intersection. 

7. As discussed in Section III.B.S.b. of the FONSI, studies were conducted 
at each wetland location to avoid or reduce impacts. Based on these 
studies, the Selected Alternate represents the best possible design with 
regard to wetland impact minimization without substantial compromises in 
safety, increases in right-of-way costs or impacts to improved properties. 
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Mitigation will be provided by wetland replacement, on a one-to-one basis, 
or enhancement in accordance with the Section 404 (b)(i) guidelines within 
the Patuxent watershed. The first preference for wetland replacement will 
be on~site followed by locations within the watershed. A suitable wetland 
mitigation plan will be developed during the project's final design phase 
and will be coordinated with appropriate permitting and resource agencies. 

8. The design of all drainage and stream crossing structures will be made 
during final design. At this preliminary stage, prior to the completion 
of detailed hydrologic and hydraulic studies, it would be difficult to 
develop accurate cost comparisons between bridges and box culverts. 

9. Due to the large reserves of groundwater contained in the study area 
aquifers, the relatively small cuts and fills required, and the stormwater 
management facilities that will be provided, the proposed project will not 
have an adverse effect upon the groundwater of the study area. 

10. SHA is not in the practice of soundproofing individual residences. 

11. A multi-use trail is proposed on the north side of MD 450 for the entire 
length of the project except east of Race Track Road. Where an outer curb 
is to be initially constructed, the trail would be 8 feet in width and 
would be set back approximately 5' from face of curb. Where an outer 
shoulder is initially constructed, the multi-use trail would utilize the 
shoulder until the ultimate outer curb is constructed. Funds permitting, 
ultimate roadway slopes would be constructed initially. 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
H,y   '      REGION III 

841 Chestnut Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 

^ 

>5 

MAY 01 1989 
Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson, Chief 
Environmental Management 
Project Development Division (Room 310) 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Re: MD 450 from Whitfield Chapel Road to MD 3 
(89-01-245) 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

*r+   m?p?<?COr2a2Ce With the Nati°nal Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) and Section 309.of the Clean Air Act  EPA has 

rPfiSed H^ Draft Air Qualit* ^lysis for the'above 
m^o^nC   pr0^ect-   T^ EPA-approved MOBILE3 and CALINE3 
models were used, however, there is no mention of the use of 
models specifically designed for intersections. 

^ ^?inCe the hi^hest  co concentrations usually occur close 
to intersections, major intersections should be modeled or 

saJv'^na^n^'10^1011 giVen aS t0 ^ this is not neces- sary, using an appropriate model. 

In addition, the analysis does not state the specific 
hours of the day that were modeled. The final report Ihould 
give^these hours, as well as the rationale for tlelr selec 

O 

of this^'Lort f0£o
inclVdl?9 EPA in the early coordination 

Sh^vi  repov
rt-  We apologize for the delay in our response 

Should you have any questions, or if we can be of further 

SSSS^Sis^-Va•^ ^"^ ^^ ^15-597-0545, or tyZ 

Sincerely, 

ACT 

Jetfrey-M. Alper, Chief 
NEPA Compliance Section 

cc:  Larry Budney; EPA 
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Responses to Comments From the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(Dated May 1, 1989) 

FHWA guidance regarding the appropriate level of air quality analyses 
indicates that intersection analyses are not required and the analysis 
conducted for this project is sufficient to address air quality issues 
since no problem areas were identified by the analysis. 

The 1 Hr. analysis was conducted for the 5-6 p.m. period while the 8 Hr. 
analysis was for the 3-11 p.m. period. These periods were selected because 
they result in the highest CO concentrations when considering traffic 
volumes and meteorology. 
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Forest, Park and Wildlife Service 
Tawes State Office Building £',--,  , . 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 ^  ' ' 

-rnr-Yi iTir-ritJiT—i 

William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 

February  14,   1989 

Torrey C. Brown, M.D. 
Secretary 

Donald E. MacLauchlan 
Director 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Re:  Contract # P 844-101-371 - MD 450 
West MD 3 - Whitfield Chapel Rd. 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

abiv^riAo/685?8® t0 yoUr request for information regarding the 
ttZti-Z * ^i Pro^ect- ^ere are no known federal or Itate 
project sfte! endangered Plant or wildlife species presentat this 

to' ^^TatTBoT)^0-?^?93^1119 ^^ ^"^ PleaSe feel ^ee 

Sincerely,   xy 

ames Burtis, Jr. 
ssistant Director 

JB:dec 

cc:     Robert Miller 
Jonathan McKnight 

ER#   89.01.016 

Telephone: 
DNR TTY for Deaf: 301-974-3683 

RECEIVED 
FEB  13 ]PC- 

DJSECTOa. OFflit Of 
PUNM'G i PEELIMINARY immm 
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Maryland Department of Natural fiesolurces 

nuiE 
Water Resources Administration 
Tawes State Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
Telephone:      (301)   974-2265 

i •.;.?> 

William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 

Purrcv C. Brown, M.D. 
Si'i rcnir.- 

i.'jihcnnc P. Stevenson 
Director 

March 7, 1989 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Project Development Division (Room 506) 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Re:       WRA File No. 89-PP-0595 
SHA No. P-844-101-371 
Environmental Assessment Section 4(f) 
Evaluation - MD Route 450 - Whitfield 
Chapel Road to MD Route 3 - Prince 
George's County 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

Your Environmental Assessment Section 4(f) Evaluation for the above referenced project 
has received the necessary review. However, we have not received all of the comments from the 
different agencies within the Department. Additional comments will be forwarded at the earliest 
date possible. 

Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act requires that land taken from a 
significant, publicly-owned park be replaced.  However, no mention of replacement appears 
among the mitigation measures discussed in the Section 4(f) Evaluation included in this document. 
Consequently, clarification of your intention to replace parkland that may be converted as part of 
the project. 

On page 1-17, paragraph 4 states that Collington Branch is crossed bv MD 450 at its 
headwaters, however, on pages 1-20 and 1-21 the drainage area is said to be 0.70 square miles and 
the 2-year discharges is 10 cfs.  These three items seem to indicate conflicting information.   If the 
drainage area is 0.70 square miles, then a waterway construction permit will be required for the 
MD 450 crossing of Collington Branch.  At this time we have received permit applications for 
Bald Hill Branch, Lottsford Branch and Folly Branch but nothing has been submitted for 
Collington Branch. 

On page 1-17, paragraph 5 states that the streams are categorized by the Dcpartmcm of 
Natural Resources.  Streams in the State are classified by the Department of the Environment. 
Also, the in-stream closure period for Class I Waters is from March 1 through June 15. 

© 

DNR TTY for Deaf: 301-974-3683 
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Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
March 7, 1989 
Page Two 

We would like to recommend the selection of either the four-lane divided highway, option /"TN 
C alternate or the six-lane divided highway, option C alternate.  These alternatives impact the (4- ) 
smallest acreage of non-tidai wetlands while allowing for the needed construction.   Mitigation ^--^ 
should be provided on a schedule that provides for an equal acreage and value replacement in the fe 
same watershed as close to the area of impact as possible.  Mitigation plans should be submitted 
for review when they are available. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning the contents of this letter, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at (301) 974-2265. 

Very truly yours, 

Michele A. Huffman 
Project Engineer 
Waterway Permits Division 

MAH:das 
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Responaes to Commenta from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
Water Resources Administration 

(Dated March 7, 1989) 

1. Coordination is on-going with M-NCPPC to develop parkland replacement 
sites. M-NCPPC has identified a parcel of land north of Bell Station Road 
on MD 193 as a potential replacement site for Archer Tract Neighborhood 
Park area acquired. Section 4(f) laws only require consideration of 
mitigation, not specifically replacement. Consideration of replacement 
is required in the case of Archer Tract Neighborhood Park since Program 
Open Space funds were used in the purchase of this property. 

Based upon the considerations outlined in the FONSI and coordination with 
federal, state and local agencies, in accordance with 23CFR771.135, there 
are no feasible and prudent alternatives to the use of land from the two 
parks and that the proposed action includes all possible planning to 
minimize harm to the parks resulting from such use. 

2. A Waterway Construction Permit application will be submitted during final 
design for the additional structure crossings. 

3. These changes have been included in the FONSI. 

4. MD 704 design Option D has been selected for the MD 450/704 intersection. 
Although Option C had the least wetland impacts, it was rejected on the 
basis of traffic operations. 

Option D proposes the slight northern relocation of MD 704 and 
reorientation of the MD 450/704 intersection to give preference as a 
through movement to the traffic from westbound MD 450 to southbound MD 704 
and from northbound MD 704 to eastbound MD 450. Westbound MD 450 traffic 
would flow uninterrupted across the intersection by means of a one lane 
ramp. Eastbound MD 450 would go through the right angle intersection using 
double left turns. The basis for this option was the accommodation of the 
heavy projected volume of traffic intending to travel from westbound MD 
450 to southbound MD 704 (1900 veh./hr. in the A.M. peak). Under Options 
A or C, this heavy volume of westbound to southbound traffic would require 
prohibitive signal phase lengths (75 sec. + for the WB to SB Phase) even 
with triple left turns which would be undesirable and inefficient given 
that these left turn lanes would be fed by one through westbound lane 
approaching the intersection. 

5. As discussed in Section III.B.S.b. of the FONSI, wetland losses are 
unavoidable for this project. Wetland losses shall be mitigated in-kind 
at a minimum ratio of one-to-one, possibly supplemented by additional in- 
kind replacement or other measures to improve water quality such as 
providing more infiltration than would otherwise be required or providing 
stormwater management retrofits. The exact type and location of mitigation 
measures will be determined during the final design phase in consultation 
with the Corps of Engineers and Department of Natural Resources and in 
accordance with the Section 404(b)(1) guidelines. The first site 
jSfeferences when identifying wetland replacement will be on-site, followed 
by off-site within the Patuxent River watershed. 
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OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT REVIEW 
WASHINGTON, D.C.    20240 

TAKE1 

United States Department of the Interior    S»a 

r 
i 

ER 89/0035 

Mr. Porter Barrows 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
711 West 40th Street, Suite 220 
Baltimore, Maryland 21211 

Dear Mr. Barrows: 

EIVED APR 

SECRETARV 
O,  .SiU^SPORTATlON 

•"'«=1miiS!i:; 

This responds to a request for the Department of the Interior's comments on the draft 
environmental assessment/Section 4(0 evaluation for SR 450 (Whitfield Chapel Road to 
SR 3), Prince Georges County, Maryland. 

SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION COMMENTS 

We concur that there are no prudent and feasible alternatives to the proposed use of land 
from Sussex Lane Recreational Area, Archer Tract Neighborhood Park, and Whitemahsh 
Park. With regard to measures to minimize harm, we recommend that all impacted 
parkland be replaced and that appropriate landscaping be provided to the satisfaction of 
the park officials. 

The National Park Service (NPS) advises that, its records indicate that there are lands 
within Whitemarsh Park that have been developed with grants from the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (Grants #24-00172 and #24-00207). Further coordination with the NPS 
and with the Maryland State Liaison Officer (SLO) should be undertaken to determine if 
the project would involve a Section 6(0 conversion. The Maryland SLO is Mr. Michael J 
Nelson, Assistant Secretary for Capital Programs, Department of Natural Resources' 
Tawes State Office Building, AnnapoUs, Maryland 21404. The NPS indicates that it would 
be willing to consider any proposed conversion request after Section 4(0 approval and 
upon submission of such request by the SLO. 

The trail system to be located on the north side of SR 450 is across the road from 
Whitemarsh Park. We recommend that safe pedestrian and bicycle access be provided 
between the trail and the park across the proposed project 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT COMMENTS 

Sepon,i!,«FJSh-andoViKldli-ferServi?e ^^ recommends ^at all unavoidable wetland losses be replaced on a 2:1 basis for palustrme forested wetlands and on a 1:1 basis for all other 
HmiT-1 Sn^ ciP16 2:\rePla?en;e,nt rati° ^ Crested wetlands will compensate for the 
time lag (40 to 50 years) required for planted seedlings to reach maturity. 

?e-JwS
A,

f!,rther.reCOmmends selection of OP^on C for either the 4-lane or the 6-lane 
Divided Alternative, since that option minimizes impacts to wetlands. 

&) 
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FISH AND WILDUFE COORDINATION ACT COMMENTS 

The FWS advises that its position on any Section 404 permit for this project would likely 
be one of no objection, providing an acceptable compensation plan is developed and a 
viable wetlands replacement site(s) is identified prior to permit issuance. 

SUMMARY COMMENTS 

The Department of the Interior has no objection to Section 4(0 approval of this project, 
provided the measures to minimize harm disscused above are adequately addressed and 
documented in the final Section 4(0 evaluation. 

For technical assistance and further information about potential Section 6(0 conversions 
please contact the Regional Director, National Park Service, 143 South Third Street, 
Philadelphia, PennsyWannia 19106 (telephone: FTS 597-3503 or commercial 215/597-3503). 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments 

Sincerely, 

rarf 
Acting Director 

cc: MD-DOT 
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Responses to Comments from the United States Department of the Interior 
Office of Environmental Project Review 

1. Coordination is on-going with M-NCPPC to develop parkland replacement 
sites. M-NCPPC has identified a parcel of land north of Bell station Road 
on MD 193 as a potential replacement site for Archer Tract Neighborhood 
Park area acquired. No property is required from Whitemarsh Park under 
the Selected Alternate. 

The SHA is committed to extensive landscaping within its right-of-way 
throughout this project. Comprehensive landscape studies will be 
undertaken to determine the feasibility of a number of preservation and 
enhancement measures. Features to be considered include berming, privacy 
screening, plantings, etc. Particular emphasis will be focused on 
residential areas and a streetscape plan for the Bowie central business 
district. Additional R/W dedications could result in enhanced landscaping. 
Final decisions will be made during the design phase dependent upon 
funding, available R/W, utility locations and drainage requirements. 

2. Subsequent to the public hearing and based on coordination with the City 
of Bowie, retaining walls were included with the Selected Alternate to 
avoid impacts to Whitemarsh Park. 

A temporary construction easement (0.03 ac.+) is required to relocate and 
rebuild a trail connection between the proposed trail along MD 450 and the 
existing Whitemarsh Park trail. The City of Bowie has agreed to this 
easement and believes that it would not impact the park. 

3. An appropriately marked and signalized crossing for bicyclists and 
pedestrians will be provided at the MD 450/Race Track Road intersection 
to provide a connection between the MD 450 longitudinal trail and the 
Whitemarsh Park trail. 

4. As discussed in Section III.B.S.b. of the FONSI, wetland losses are 
unavoidable for this project. Wetland losses shall be mitigated in-kind 
at a minimum ratio of one-to-one, possibly supplemented by additional in- 
kind replacement or other measures to improve water quality such as 
providing more infiltration than would otherwise be required or providing 
storrawater management retrofits. The exact type and location of mitigation 
measures will be determined during the final design phase, in consultation 
with the Corps of Engineers, Department of Natural Resources, Department 
of the Environment and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in accordance 
with the Section 404(b)(1). 

5. MD 704 design Option D has been selected for the MD 450/704 intersection. 
Although Option C had the least wetland impacts, it was rejected on the 
basis of traffic operations. 
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Option D proposes the slight northern relocation of MD 704 and 
reorientation of the MD 450/704 intersection to give preference as a 
through movement to the traffic from westbound MD 450 to southbound MD 704 
and from northbound MD 704 to eastbound MD 450. Westbound MD 450 traffic 
wowld flow uninterrupted across the intersection by means of a one lane 
ramp. Eastbound MD 450 would go through the right angle intersection using 
double left turns. The basis for this option was the accommodation of the 
heavy projected volume of traffic intending to travel from westbound MD 
450 to southbound MD 704 (1900 veh./hr. in the A.M. peak). Under Options 
A or C, this heavy volume of westbound to southbound traffic would require 
prohibitive signal phase lengths (75 sec. + for the WB to SB Phase) even 
with triple left turns which would be undesirable and inefficient given 
that these left turn lanes would be fed by one through westbound lane 
approaching the intersection. 
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CITY HALL • BOWIE. MARYLAND 20715 • 262-6200 • TDD 262-5013 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Chief, Environmental Management 
State Highway Administration 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

April 18, 1989 

CO 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

I am writing in response to your letter dated April 5th 
regarding the State Highway Administration's need to acquire a minor 
strip of right-of-way from Whitemarsh Park. 

The City is currently trying to identify potential replacement 
sites and a map indicating such sites will soon follow this letter 
When such sites are identified, the City will notify Mr. George 
Forlifer, Department of Natural Resources P.O.S. representative, so 
that he may perform a preliminary review of said locations. 

Counc 
for c 
Statd 
impac 
proje 
their 
all o 
appli 

The City will proceed with this project i 
il's alignment and design is the selected 
onstruction. 

if the Bowie City 
ted alternate identified 

At that point, the City will require that the 
Highway Administration provide property appraisals for the 
ted property and replacement property as well as a report on the 
ct.  The property transfer agreements must include within them 
commitment to the aforementioned items and/or responsibilities 

f which are required prior to signature of the land 
cation. 

conversion 

Mr. David Warrington will work with your staff regarding the 
land conversion while Mr. James Cronk will address any items which 
relate to the design and configuration of the proposed road. 

Sincerely, 

/2 czda ;^-^ 

GCM/DWW/eme 
cc: G. Forlifer 

J. Cronk 
City Council 

G. Charles Moore 
City Manager 

MAYOR 
RICHARD  J.  LOQUE 

MAYOR 
PROTEM 

JACK O. JENKINS 

VI-20? 
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WALTER   0.   PLANET   •   O.   FREDERICK   ROBINSON 

CITY MANAGER 
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Response to Comments from 
Bowie City Manager G. Charles Moore 

The Selected Alternate includes retaining walls at Whitemarsh Park to avoid 
the need to acquire park property in this location. A temporary construction 
easement (0.03 ac.+) will be required to relocate and rebuild a trail connection 
between the proposed trail along MD 450 and the existing Whitemarsh Park trail. 
The City of Bowie has agreed to this easement and believes that it would not 
impact the park. 
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL^Rl'^t-irARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

51 
6600 Kemlworth Avenue •  Riverdaie, Maryland 20737-0707 

FES '•!   II w AH'BI 

January 29,  1991 

Mr. Don Spark!1n 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
701 N. Calvert St.  Room 503 
Baltimore, MD 21203 

Desr Mr.  Sparklln: 

The Maryland-National Park and Planning Commission Department of Parks 
and Recreation has reviewed the design options for a trail along Route 450 
on the Commission's Archer Tract. Based on severe topograpr •; ..»-:t.ralnts, 
our recommendation 1s to place the trail adjacent to Route 450. 

My apologies for the delay in responding on this issue. 

Sincerely, ,•, 

^-UM 
Charles Montrle, Par1'; rU,v. 
Park Planning h  Develcp'"ef." 
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THE ;_MARYL^DtNATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
; !• ;      C- 6600 Kenilworth Avenue •  Rivom.iio  Maa-land 20737-0707 

Vim 
•All 

UJ 

April   24,   1989 

Louis H.  Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Project Development Division 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert St. 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

RE:    Contract #P-844-101-371 
MD 450, Whitfield Chapel Road 
to west of MD 3 
PDMS #163300 

Dear Mr.  Ege: 

In response to your letter dated April 5, 1989 regarding the Archer Tract 
Neighborhood Park, please be advised that the Commission agrees in principle 
to the use of the proposed land bank arrangement, although the land bank site 
has not yet been transferred to the Commission. 

Sincerely, 

Robert M. Arciprete, Chief 
Park Planning and Development 
Division 

RMA/CJM/dc 

cc: R. Ravenscroft 
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THE ! MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
' i; - '       6600 Kemiworth Aveiuie  •  isiwinir   M<ir\ iana 20737-070" 

yj m i •' i it ':G 

November 16, 1990 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Planning & Preliminary Engineering 

State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Ms. Cynthia D. Simpson 
Assistant Division Chief 
Project Planning Division 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calverc Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Re: Proposed Acquisition of Glenn Dale Hospital 
Contract No. P 844-102-070 
MD 450, Whitfield Chapel Road to MD 3 
Prince George's County 

Dear Mr. Ege and Ms. Simpson: 

This is in reply to your letter of November 5, 1990, informing the Commission 
of the State Highway Administration's plans to improve Maryland State Route 
450 at the intersection of Route 953. 

The Park and Planning Commission has been authorized by the Prince George's 
County Government to pursue the acquisition of the subject hospital site. 
Negotiations are on-going by the Commission for the acquisition of the 209± 
acre hospital site with funds from the Advance Land Acquisition Program. 
This office is working closely with the Prince George's County Government's 
Office of Law for the purpose of securing a land purchase contract. 

I am taking the liberty of forwarding a copy of your request to Mr. John Davey, 
Chief Administrative Officer of Prince George's County Government, and Chairman 
John Rhoads of the Prince George's County Planning Board. At such time as 
the property becomes in the ownership of the Commission, I will be happy to 
contact you to discuss arrangements needed for setting aside a portion of 
the site for the widening of Md. Route 450. 

Should 
2525. 

you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (301) 699- 

Very truly yours, 

RMA/sgs 
cc J. Davey w/ attachment 

J. Rhoads 

Robert M. Arciprete 
Land Acquisition Officer 
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VII. APPENDIX 

"SUMMARY OF THE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM OF THE 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION OF MARYLAND" 

All State Highway Administration projects must comply with the 
provisions of the "Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970" (Public Law 91-646 and amendments as 
published in CFR Vol. 51, No. 39 on February 27, 1986) and/or the 
annotated Code of Maryland, Real Property, Title 12, Subtitle 2, 
Sections 12-201 thru 12-212. The Maryland Department of Transportation, 
State^Highway Administration, Bureau of Relocation Assistance, 
administers the Relocation Assistance Program in the State of Maryland. 

The provisions of the Federal and State Law require the State Highway 
Administration to provide payments and services to persons displaced by 
a public project. The payments that are provided include replacement 
housing payments and/or moving costs. The maximum limits of the 
replacement housing payments are $15,000 for owner-occupants and $4,000 
for tenant-occupants. Certain payments may also be made for increased 
mortgage interest costs and/or incidental expenses, provided that the 
total of all housing benefits does not exceed the above mentioned 
limits.  In order to receive these payments, the displaced person must 
occupy decent, safe and sanitary replacement housing.  In addition to 
the replacement housing payments described above, there are also moving 
cost payments to persons, businesses, farms and non-profit 
organizations. Actual moving costs for residences include actual moving 
costs up to 50 miles or a schedule moving cost payment, including a 
dislocation allowance, up to $500. 

The moving cost payments to businesses are broken down into several 
categories, which include actual moving expenses and payments "in lieu 
of" actual moving expenses. The owner of a displaced business is 
entitled to receive a payment for actual reasonable moving and related 
expenses in moving his business, or personal property; actual direct 
losses of tangible personal property; and actual reasonable expenses for 
searching for a replacement site. 

The actual reasonable moving expenses may be paid for a move by a 
commercial mover or for a self-move. Generally, payments for the actual 
reasonable expenses are limited to a 50 mile radius. The expenses 
claimed for actual cost commercial moves must be supported by receipted 
bills.  An inventory of the items to be moved must be prepared in all 
cases.  In self-moves, the State will negotiate an amount for payment, 
not to exceed the lowest acceptable bid obtained.  The allowable 
expenses of a self-move may include amounts paid for equipment hired, 
the cost of using the business'own vehicles or equipment, wages paid to 
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persons who physically participate in the move, the cost of actual 
supervision of the move, replacement insurance for the personal property 
moved, costs of licenses or permits required, and other related 
expenses. 

In addition to the actual moving expenses mentioned above, the displaced 
business is entitled to receive a payment for the actual direct losses 
of tangible personal property that the business is entitled to relocate 
but elects not to move. These payment may only be made after an effort 
by the owner to sell the personal property involved. The costs of the 
sale are also reimbursable moving expenses.  If the business is to be 
reestablished, and the personal property is not moved but is replaced at 
the new location, the payment would be the lesser of the replacement 
cost minus the net proceeds of sale (or trade-in value) or the estimated 
cost of moving the item.  If the business is being discontinued or the 
item is not to be replaced in the reestablished business, the payment 
will be the lesser of the difference between the value of the item for 
continued used in place and the net proceeds of the sale or the estimate 
cost of moving the item. When personal property is abandoned without an 
effort by the owner to dospose of the property for sale, unless 
permitted by the State, the owner will not be entitled to moving 
expenses, or losses for the item involved. 

The owner of a displaced business may be reimbursed for the actual 
reasonable expenses in searching for a replacement business up to 
$1,000. All expenses must be supported by receipted bills. Time spent 
in the actual search may be reimbursed on an hourly basis, within the 
maximum limit. 

In lieu of the payments described above, the business may elect to 
receive a payment equal to the average annual net earnings of the 
business. Such payment shall not be less than $2,500 nor more than 
$10,000. In order to be entitled to this payment, the State must 
determine that the business cannot be relocated without a substantial 
loss of its existing patronage, the busihess is no part of a commerical 
enterprise having at least one other establishment in the same or 
similar business that is not being acquired, and the business 
contributes materially to the income of a displaced owner during th two 
taxable years prior to displacement. 

Considerations in the State's determination of loss of existing 
patronage are the type of business conducted by the displaced business 
and the nature of the clientele.  The relative importance of the present 
and proposed locations to the displaced business, and the availability 
of suitable replacement sites are also factors. 
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In order to determine the amount of the "in lieu of" moving expenses 
payment, the average annual net earnings of the business is considered 
to be one-half of the net earnings, before taxes, during the two taxable 
years immediately preceding the taxable year in which the business is 
relocated.  If the. two taxable years are not representative, the State 
may use another two-year period that would be more representative. 
Average annual net earnings include any compensation paid by the 
business to the owner, his spouse, or his dependents during the 
period. Should a business be in operation less than two years, the 
owner of the business may still be eligible to receive the "in lieu of 
payment.  In all cases, the owner of the business must provide 
information to support its net earnings, such as income tax returns, for 
the tax years in question. 

For displaced farms and non-profit organizations, the actual reasonable 
moving costs generally up to 50 miles, actual direct losses to tangible 
personal property, and searching costs are paid. The "in lieu of" 
actual moving costs payments provide that the State may determine that a 
displaced farm may be paid from a minimum of $2,500 to a maximum of 
$10,000, based upon the net income of the farm, provided that the farm 
has been discontinued or relocated. In some cases, payments "in lieu 
of" actual moving costs may be made to farm operations that are affected 
by a partial acquisition. A non-profit organization is eligible to 
receive "in lieu of" actual moving cost payments, in the amount of 
$2,500. 

A more detailed explanation of the benefits and payments available to 
displaced persons, businesses, farms, and non-profit organizations is 
available in Relocation Brochures that will be distributed at the public 
hearings for this project and will also be given to displaced persons 
individually in the future along with required preliminary notice of 
possible displacement. 

In the event comparable replacement housing is not available to rehouse 
persons displaced by public projects or that available replacement 
housing is beyond their financial means, replacement "housing as a last 
resort" will be utilized to accomplish the rehousing. Detailed studies 
must be completed by the State Highway Administration before "housing as 
a last resort" can be utilized. 

The "Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition 
Policies Act of 1970" requires that the State Highway Administration 
shall not proceed with any phase of any project which will cause the 
relocation of any persons, or proceed with any construction project, 
until it has furnished satisfactory assurances that the above payments 
will be provided and that all displaced persons will be satisfactorily 
relocated to comparable decent, safe, and sanitary housing within their 
financial means or that such housing is in place and has been made 
available to the displaced person. 


