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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION (FHWA) 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

FOR 

Maryland Route 175 (Little Patuxent Parkway) from Snowden 
River Parkway to U.S. Route 29 - Howard County, Maryland 

The FHWA has determined that this project will not have any significant 
impact on the human environment. This finding of no significant impact 
is based on the environmental assessment (E.A.), the attached informa- 
tion, and the extension of the two pedestrian underpasses by the 
Columbia Park and Recreation Association, Inc. The attached information 
summarizes the assessment and documents the selection of Alternate 2 
Modified.  The E.A., has been independently evaluated by the FHWA and 
determined to adequately and accurately discuss the environmental issues 
and impacts of the proposed project.  It provides sufficient evidence 
and analysis for determining that an environmental impact statement is 
not required. The FHWA takes full responsibility for the accuracy, 
scope, and content of the attached environmental assessment. 

The FHWA recognizes that the legal agreement between the Maryland State 
Highway Administration and the Columbia Association clearly establishes 
the extension of the two pedestrian underpasses as the responsibility of 
the Columbia Association. This fact is a necessary assumption of the 
project.  However, should the association decide not to fund the construc- 
tion of the underpasses, it will be necessary to reevaluate this actior 
prior to proceeding with PS&E approval. This would be accomplished in 
accordance with the established reevaluation procedures. 

12./ 15/fel &^'%SLJ}M 
Date Division Administrator 
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RECORD  OF  DECISION 



S' 

»'rfORA.NDUM OF ACTION OF SVAiE Ifl'.irV.V-Y !  .I.'TNiSTRATOR H. S. CALTRIDER 
IXliDAY, OGiv.iv.l 26, 1981 

* x x x >; * K 

CONCURRENCE WITH PRIOR ACTION 

In accordance with Chapter V of the Maryland Action Plan, a Final 
Environmental Document (Finding of No Significant Impact) is being prepared 
for the project listed below. Location approval will be requested from the 
Federal Highway Administration for Alternate 2 Modified. 

1. State Contract No. HO-581-101-771 
Maryland Route 175 
From Snowden River Parkway 
to U. S. Route 29 

The decision to proceed in this manner was made by the Administrator 
at a meeting on October 13, 1981. 

Copy: Mr. F. Gottemoeller 
Mr. W. K. Lee, III 
Mr. G. E. Dailey 
Mr. C. E. Raith 
Mr. E. M. Loskot 
Mr. W. F. Schneider, Jr. i/^ 
Mr. H. Kassoff 
SHA-Contract HO-581-101-771 
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1%      ^    illsryfandDapsrUzsntoffiwsptf'-*: n 
Stale Highway AdfTiinisliahon 

James J. O'Donnell 
Secretary 

M. S. Caltiider 
Administrator 

0.ji:< .^or .26,    19 81 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:      Mr. William I. Slacum, Secretary- 
State Roads Commission 

FROM:    Hal Kassoff, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

SUBJECT:  Contract No. HO 581-101-771 
Maryland Route 175 

^ From Snowden River Parkway 
To U.S. Route 29 

The Bureau of Project Planning is preparing a Finding of 
No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the subject project. It is 
anticipated that this document will be ready to submit to the 
Federal Highway Administration during the month of November, 
1981. The decision to proceed with the FONSI recommending 
Alternate 2 Modified for Location Approval was made by Admin- 
istrator Caltrider at a meeting on October 13, 1981. 

A summary of this meeting including the Project Planning 
Team Recommendation and the concurrence of Administrator 
Caltrider is attached. 

This information is being sent to you as part of the pro- 
cedure, by which you submit the action to Mr.* Caltrider, receive 
his approval, formally record and file this action. 

I concur with the above information. 

Date ' M. S .-^Caltrider 
State Highway Administrator 

HK:cms 
Attachment 
cc:  Mr. Frederick 

Mr. William K, 
Mr. Gordon E. 

Gottemoeller 
Lee, III 

Dailey 

My telephone number i$_ 

Mr. Carl E 
Mr. Edward 
Mr.   Wm.   F. 

659-mo 

Raith 
M. Loskot 
Schneider, Jr. 
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COST EFFECTIVE ANALYSIS 
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COST EFFECTIVE ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATES 

IMPACT CATEGORY 
SELECTED 

ALTERNATE 1  ALTERNATE 2  NO-BUILD  ALTERNATE 2 
MODIFIED 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

Houses Displaced 

Estimated number of 
persons affected 

Businesses Displaced 

Unimproved property 
affected 

Historical sites 
affected 

Noise level impact 
(sites exceeding 
standards) 

Air Quality Impacts 
(Sites exceeding 
standards) 

Wetland areas affected 

Floodplain areas crossed 

Threatened or endangered 
species affected 

Stream Crossings 

Pedestrian Underpass 
Crossings 

Consistent with Land 
Use Plans 

Class II Bikelane 

Estimated Costs ($1,000) 

Estimated Right of Way 
and Relocation 

Estimated Construction* 
Cost 

Total* 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

5 

2 

Yes 

Removed 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

5 

2 

Yes 

Removed 

0 

5 

0 

5 

2 

No 

Remains 

$6,126,000   $6,041,000  0 

$6,126,000   $6,041,000  0 

0 

5 

0 

5 

2 

Yes 

Removed 

$6,048,00( 

$6,048,00t 

*Note:  Construction costs for the extension of the pedestrian under- 
pass are not included in above cost estimates.  The costs are as follows: 

Alternate 1 - $338,000; Alternate 2 - $225,000; Alternate 2 
Modified - $242,000;  Also does not include estimated $40,000 for 
landscaping contract. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

JO 

October 19, 1981 

James J. O'Donnell 
Secretary 

M. S. Caltrider 
Administrator 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Wm. F. Schneider, Jr., Chief 
Bureau of Project Planning 

Charles G. Walsh 
Project Manager 6&JK 
Contract No. HO 581-101-771 
Maryland Route 175 
From Snowden.River Parkway 
To U.S. Route 29 

The Administrative review meeting was conducted on October 
13, 1981 in the Administrator's Conference Room to present the 
Project Planning Team Recommendation to Administrator Caltrider, 

ATTENDING: 

M. S. Caltrider 
Hal Kassoff 

William K. Lee, III 
Carl Raith 
Irvin C. Hughes 
Thomas Hicks 
Wm. F. Schneider, Jr, 
Gene Straub 
William N. Kuhl 
Richard Davis 

Steven Gaudio 
Robert Lambdin 
Marisa Lynch 
Richard M. Evans 
Frank Stromberg 
Edward C. Johnson 
S. Lewis Helwig 
Bruce Grey 
John Harris 
Dane Lynch 
Charles G. Walsh 

Administrator 
Director, Office of Planning 
§ Preliminary Engineering 
Chief Engineer 
District Engineer 
Assistant Chief Engineer-Design 

-Traffic 
Chief, Bureau of Project Planning 
District Traffic Engineer 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture 
Bureau of Planning § Program 
Development 
Office of Transportation Planning 
Bureau of Highway Statistics 
Equal Employment Opportunity Section 
Bureau of Highway Design 

Bureau of Project Planning. 

tl It 

It II 

tl II 

My telephone number is     659-1138 

D /-i    P^v 71-»  ( 7'>"»  M/>r«K  f-l.. •  •»»      D-I«!m».r«    »«- ~A oiono    n-»-« 
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Page 2 
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A project overview and staff recommendation was presented to 
the Administrator and attendees as outlined in the attached 
Project Planning Recommendation. 

All the build alternates propose the upgrading of the existing 
two lane roadway to a multi-lane divided highway by adding a parallel 
24 foot roadway.  The build alternates differ only in respect to the 
width of the proposed median.  The build alternates discussed included 
Alternate 1 with the 54 foot open median and Alternate 2 with the 
24 foot curbed raised median.  Both were addressed in the Environ- 
mental Assessment and presented at the Public Hearing.  Alternate 1 
Modified with a 30 foot open median which was investigated following 
the Public Hearing and Alternate 2 Modified with a 30 foot curbed 
median which surfaced during this recommendation meeting were also 
discussed. . The median width discussion concluded that: 

-Alternate 1 - The 54 foot open median would provide greater 
operational freedom and vehicle recovery area but would have the 
greatest impact to existing berms and woods.  The 5.4 foot 
median would require a longer traffic signal phase at inter- 
sections to clear pedestrian movement across the highway, 
causing greater traffic delay. 

-Alternate 1 Modified - The 30 foot open median would provide 
less recovery area but would be more suitable to accommodate 
pedestrian movement and would eliminate the need for the 
retaining wall required with the 54 foot median to preserve 
an existing earthberm adjacent to Sohap Lane. 

-Alternate 2 - The 24 foot curbed median would have the least 
impact on adjacent berms and woods but would provide the 
least vehicular maneuverability particularly at intersections 
where double left turning lanes are to be provided. 

-Alternate 2 Modified - The 30 foot curbed median provides a 
suitable median width to accommodate pedestrian movement 
while allowing maneuverability for double left turning 
vehicles.  A retaining wall would not be required to preserve 
the height and effectiveness of the existing earthberm at 
Sohap Lane. 

The Administrator selected Alternate 2 Modified.  Comments from 
staff during the open discussion of the alternative median widths 
contributed toward the selection.  Alternate 2 Modified proposes the 
dualization of Route 175 from Snowden River Parkway to U.S. Route 29 
by constructing a parallel 24 foot roadway separated by a 30 foot 
curbed, depressed median.  The existing four at-grade intersections 



Mr. Wm.-F. Schneider, Jr 
October 19, 1981 
Page 3 

would remain as such and no new intersections are proposed.  The 
"T"-intersection at Snowden River Parkway would be retained.  The 
determination of the need for double left turning lanes at the four 
at-grade intersections will be made during the Final Design Phase. 

After selecting the 30 foot curbed recessed median alternate 
and discussing the other elements of the recommendation, the 
Administrator concurred with the remainder of the staff recommenda- 
tion as presented in the Project Planning document, in particular: 

-The State Highway Administration will not pursue a pedestrian 
overpass at Tamar Drive. 

-The extension of the two existing underpasses are a necessary 
assumption of the dualization.  This Administration expects 
the Columbia Association will concur and honor their agree- 
ment by undertaking the cost of extending the underpasses. 

-The proposed improvement will not retain the existing Class 
II bikelane along Route 175. 

-The proposed improvement will include landscaping to screen 
residential development from the roadway. 

-The Smith Property located between Tamar Drive and Thunder 
Hill Road will retain direct access onto the existing road- 
way.  No crossover will be considered at this location. 
Should future development of the Smith Property warrant a 
crossover, it would be located to the east within the pre- 
scribed break in the right-of-way line of through highway 
as shown on Plat No. 41571. 

-Alternate 2 Modified will be further processed on the basis 
of a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONZI). 

CGW:cms 
Attachment 

cc:  Attendees 
Mr. Emil Elinsky Mr. Gordon E. Dailey 
Mr. Frederick Gottemoeller Mr. William C. Krieger 
Mr. James K. Gatley       Mr. Paul S. Jaworski 
Mr. 1-1. Thomas Summers     Mr. Thomas L. Cloonan 
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I.  Background 

A. Purpose of the Project 

The dualization of Maryland Route 175 is needed to ensure 
that sufficient roadway capacity exists to adequately 
provide for the existing and projected traffic growth 
that is anticipated in the eastern portion of Howard 
County.  With the projected increases in population, 
employment, and traffic, the existing roadway and 
particularly the intersections would experience increased 
congestion.  Existing intersections at Thunder Hill Road, 
Tamar Drive, Dobbin Road, and Snowden River Parkway are 
already experiencing unstable operating conditions during 
peak hour traffic periods.  Operating speeds along the 
mainline currently average 15 mph during peak hour with 
the existing and proposed speed posted at 45 mph.  The 
proposed action is necessary to improve safety and 
operating characteristics, alleviate present congestion, 
and to accommodate forecasted traffic growth on Maryland 
Route 175. 

Maryland Route 175 serves as one of the major east-west 
routes in Howard and Anne Arundel Counties.  In general, 
Maryland Route 17 5 in conjunction with the other major 
east-west routes, serves the traffic entering and leaving 
the communities of Columbia and Ellicott City.  The 
east-west routes serve as feeder roads for the longer 
distance trips using U.S. Route 29, 1-95, and U.S. Route 
1.  Other proposed roadway improvements within the Howard 
County network would not negate the need for the Route 
175 dualization. 

B. Project History 

The existing two lane roadway was constructed in 1975 
within a right of way corridor sufficient to support an 
ultimate six lane divided facility.  Current Phase II 
engineering and environmental studies began in July, 
1979.  These studies were preceded by an initial planning 
phase conducted by the Office of Transportation Planning 
beginning in the fall of 1978.  The initial planning 
phase, which included a public meeting and the 
preparation of a Systems Planning Report, served as the 
basis for obtaining elected official approval to proceed 
with the current study.  A second public meeting 
utilizing the workshop format was held in April, 1980 at 
the conclusion of Stage 1 of the Project Planning Phase. 
The Public Hearing was held in June, 1981.  Location 
Approval is anticipated for February, 1982. 
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Project Planning Studies are being developed by In-house 
forces with 100% State funds. 

The project is currently identified in the 1981-1986 MOOT 
Development and Evaluation Program with funding 
programmed for the Project Planning and Preliminary 
Design Phases. 

The project is consistent with Regional, County, and 
local plans.  Recent coordination with local planning 
authorities and elected officials indicates that this 
project continues to be of high priority in Howard 
County. 

II .  Alternates 

A.  Build 

The two build alternates. Alternate 1 and Alternate 2, 
which were introduced at the beginning of Project 
Planning activities in July, 1979 have remained intact 
throughout the course of the study.  A third build 
alternate. Alternate 1 Modified, was introduced 
following the June, 1981 Public Hearing. The three build 
alternates propose upgrading the existing two lane 
roadway to a multi-lane divided highway by adding a 
parallel roadway.  The parallel roadway would be located 
on the north side of the existing roadway between 
Snowden River Parkway to 1500 feet west of Dobbin Road 
and would be located south of the existing roadway from 
that point to U.S. Route 29.  The build alternates 
generally differ only in respect to the width of the 
proposed median. 

The location and construction of the existing 24 foot 
roadway was predicated on the assumption of a future 
additional 24 foot roadway, separated by a 64 foot 
median.  A 64 foot median is in place at both the U.S. 
Route 29 westerly terminus and at the easterly terminus 
of the study from east of Snowden River Parkway to 
Interstate Route 95.  However, in the interest of 
preserving as much of the existing right-of-way in its 
natural state the maximum median width proposed for the 
current build alternates is 54 feet.  The reason for 
preserving the existing right-of-way is that it contains 
earth berms and wooded areas which buffer residential 
development from the roadway.  The preservation of these 
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buffers has been a particular concern of several of the 
Columbia Village Boards and individual residents who 
have been actively involved in the development of the 
study. 

Four existing at-grade intersections are included within 
the study limits:  Route 17 5 intersections with Snowden 
River Parkway, Dobbin Road, Tamar Drive, and Thunder 
Hill Road.  For all build alternates, existing 
intersections would be expanded to accommodate projected 
traffic volumes by providing for double left turning 
lanes where needed.  No new intersections are proposed. 

A "T" intersection exists at Snowden River Parkway and 
Route 17 5.  In line with previous highway network 
assumptions this "T" intersection was designed to 
accommodate the future construction of a grade separated 
interchange.  Those previous assumptions included the 
extension of Snowden River Parkway northerly to Maryland 
Route 372 in Baltimore County.  However, this extension 
is not now anticipated for the foreseeable future and 
this Project Planning study proposes the retention of 
the at-grade "T" intersection with provisions for double 
left turning lanes from westbound Route 175 to 
southbound Snowden River Parkway. 

Alternate 1 

Alternate 1 proposes the construction of a new 24 foot 
roadway parallel to the existing roadway and separated 
by a 54 foot open median (see brochure for typical 
section).  The Alternate 1 parallel roadway begins 
approximately 1100 feet east of Snowden River Parkway on 
the north side of the existing roadway.  At its 
beginning point, the proposed parallel roadway would be 
separated by the existing 64 foot median which would 
then gradually taper into the proposed 54 foot median 
1500 feet west of Dobbin Road.  From that point, the 
additional roadway, separated by a 54 foot median, is 
proposed to be located south of the existing roadway. 
This section would continue to a point approximately 800 
feet east of U.S. Route 29, where the proposed roadway 
and 54 foot median would transition into the existing 
roadway section with a 64 foot median. 
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Utilizing the 54 foot median proposed in Alternate 1 
requires the construction of a retaining wall (estimated 
cost: $151,000) in the vicinity of Sohap Lane to reduce 
outside slope grading and thus avoid damages to an 
existing earth berm.  The berm is located on the south 
side of Route 175 approximately 600 feet east of Thunder 
Hill Road and, as with other berms along this segment of 
Route 17 5, was built to serve as a sound barrier and to 
screen residential development from the existing road- 
way.  The retaining wall would have a maximum height of 
approximately 7 1/2 feet, would have a jersey type 
barrier facing and would extend approximately 72 5 feet 
easterly from the vicinity of the existing pedestrian 
underpass east of Thunder Hill Road.  During the 
development of this alternate, the Assistant Chief 
Engineer for Development approved a "Design Exception" 
for this retaining wall allowing the wall to be 
constructed 14 feet from the outside edge of roadway. 
Design personnel reasoned that the 54 foot median 
incorporating the "Design Exception" was preferrable to 
a reduction in median width to preserve the berm. 

Alternate 1 Modified 

This alternate was developed following the Public 
Hearing. 

Alternate 1 Modified proposes the construction of a new 
24 foot roadway parallel to the existing roadway and 
separated by a 30 foot open median.  The termini for 
Alternate 1 Modified are generally the same as for 
Alternate 1.  The significant difference is the width of 
median.  Reducing the width of median from 54 feet to 30 
feet would eliminate the need for the retaining wall to 
preserve the earth berm at Sohap Lane while retaining 
the safety characteristics of an open median. 

Alternate 2 

Alternate 2 proposes a 24 foot curbed raised median (see 
brochure for typical section) to separate the existing 
roadway from the proposed parallel roadway.  The termini 
for Alternate 2 are generally the same as for Alternate 
1 and Alternate 1 Modified.  The narrower median pro- 
posed for Alternate 2 would reduce the limits of outside 
slope grading to the extent that a retaining wall would 
not be needed to preserve the earth berm adjacent to 
Sohap Lane. 
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Alternate 2 was not recommended for consideration 
because, from a safety aspect, the 24 foot curbed raised 
median proposed for Alternate 2 is less desirable than 
either of the open median alternates.  Also, Alternate 1 
Modified provides benefits similar to Alternate 2. 

No-Build 

With the No-Build Alternate, Route 17 5 would continue as 
a two lane roadway.  There would be no major improve- 
ments to the existing roadway or intersections.  Any 
improvement would be limited to normal maintenance and 
spot safety improvements.  If the projected increases in 
population, employment and traffic materialize as 
expected, the existing roadway, and particularly the 
intersections, would experience increased congestion. 
Existing intersections at Thunder Hill Road, Tamar Drive 
Dobbin Road, and Snowden River Parkway are already 
experiencing unstable operating conditions during peak 
hour.  In addition, intersections at Thunder Hill Road 
and Tamar Drive have been identified as High Accident 
Intersections (see page 8).  Operating speeds along the 
mainline currently average 15 miles per hour during peak 
hours. 

Intersection analyses (see page 7) show that three of 
the four existing Maryland Route 175 intersections are 
currently operating at LOS "F" during peak hours.  The 
exception is the Snowden River Parkway intersection 
which operates at LOS "D". 

Special Projects 

An interim improvement for the intersection of Maryland 
Route 175 and Thunder Hill Road is currently in the De- 
sign Phase with construction proposed for the Fall of 
1981.  The improvement, which is being undertaken 
jointly by District 7 of the State Highway Administra- 
tion and Howard County, will facilitate traffic movement 
through the intersection by removing two of the existing 
traffic islands and modifying the remaining two to 
provide an additional lane both eastbound and westbound 
on Route 175. 
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Also, an interim improvement proposal for the Snowden 
River Parkway intersection is recommended by the Project 
Planning Team in the event that funding constraints 
would severely delay the proposed dualization.  The 
interim improvement, as developed by the District 7 
staff,  would provide an additional Route 175 eastbound 
through lane, reducing queues and improving overall 
intersection level of service.  The approximate cost 
would be in the range of $48,000. 

B.  Service Characteristics 

!•  Capacity Analysis & Traffic Projections 

In 1977, a comprehensive transportation planning 
analysis of the proposed Maryland Route 100 travel 
corridor between northern Anne Arundel and eastern 
Howard Counties was initiated by the Maryland 
Department of Transportation.  Route 175 was an 
element of the analysis and conclusions from the 
analysis indicate that the proposed improvement to 
Route 175 would be needed regardless of other 
possible roadway improvements.  Improvements as 
proposed for the build alternates would add 
sufficient roadway capacity to allow Route 17 5 to 
operate at favorable levels of service beyond Design 
Year 2006. 

AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC 

No-Build 

1986 2006 
25,150 28,625 

1986 2006 
28,300 46,225 

1979 
24,150 

Build 

1979 
24,150 
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INTERSECTION  ANALYSIS 

OPERATING   SPEED 

1. 1979 
2. 2006 No-Build 
3. Build without Snowden River Porkwoy 
4. Build with Snowden River   Parkway 

CONDITIONS 
1. Existing 

2. No-Build 

3. Build   without Snowden River Porkwoy 
4. Build with Snowden  River Porkwoy 

'EAK OFF-PEAK 
15 45 
10 45 
25 45 
25 '    45 

THUNDER   HILL ROAD 

Year Conditions L.O.S. 

1979 1 F 

2006 2 F 

2006 3 C 

2006 4 C 

DOBBIN  ROAD 

Year. Conditions L.O.S. 

1979 1 F 

2006 2 F 

2006 3 D 

2006 4 D 

TAMAR DRIVE 

Y«ar Conditions L.O.S. 

1979 1 F 

2006 2 F 

2006 3 D 

2006 4 D 

SNOWDEN RIVER PARKWAY 

Year Conditions L.O.S. 

1979 1 D 

2006 2 F 

2006 3 B 

2006 4 D 
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2.  Accident Data 

The study segment of Maryland 17 5, from Snowden 
River Parkway to U.S. 2 9, experienced a total of 110 
reported accidents during the three-year period from 
1977 through 1979.  These accidents resulted in a 
computed rate of 221 accidents based on 100 million 
vehicle miles of travel (accidents/10OMVM). This is 
presently lower than the statewide average rate of 
305 accidents/100MVM for all similar design state 
maintained highways.  The accidents at this specific 
location on Maryland 175 have generated a cost to 
the motoring and general public of approximately 
$1.9 mi 11 ion/10OMVM. 

Below is the accident experience by severity, 
indicating the number of persons killed and injured 
for this three-year period (1977 through 1979). 

1977 Severity 

Fatal Accidents 
Persons Killed 
Injury Accidents 
Persons Injured 
Property Damage Only 
Total Accidents 

Despite this low overall 
accidents, resulting in 
Maryland 17 5 during this 
accidents resulted in a 
accidents/lOOMVM, which 
average rate of 3.1 fata 
addition, a triple fatal 
1976 on Maryland 175 at 
indicates that three of 
which occured since 1976 
direction collisions. 

1978 1979 Total 

2 1 1 4 
3 2 1 6 
8 11 23 42 

15 18 45 76 
20 26 18 64 
30 38 42 110 

accident rate, four fatal 
six deaths occured on 
three-year period.  These 

fatal accident rate of 8.04 
exceeds the statewide 
1 accidents/10OMVM.  In 
ity accident occurred in 
Dobbin Road.  Research 
the five fatal accidents 
were due to opposite 
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The study area of Maryland 175 has also experienced a higher 
than normal incidence of left-turn and opposite direction 
accidents. 

Two locations within the study area meet the criteria as High 
Accident Intersections (HAI).  These locations are listed 
below, including the year and number of accidents. 

Location Year (Number of Accidents) 
MD 175 @ Thunderhill Road     1977 (14), 1978 (15), 1979 (14) 
MD 175 @ Tamar Drive 1978 (17), 1979 (15) 

The proposed controlled access four-lane divided highway 
should significantly reduce both the high fatality rate as 
well as the number of opposite direction collisions that are 
now occuring.  It is estimated that implementation of this 
proposed project would result in an accident savings to the 
motorist of approximately $742,000/lOOMVM. 

Access Control 

The controlled access character of the roadway would be 
maintained with access to adjacent properties provided by the 
County roadway system connecting to Route 175 at existing 
intersections.  There is, however, one private property, the 
Smith property, which has direct access to Route 175.  The 
Smith property, situated midway between Tamar Drive and 
Thunder Hill Road, was severed by the initial roadway con- 
struction in 1975.  The southern portion of the property 
retained access to Oakland Mills Road, and the State Highway 
Administration provided for access to the northern portion 
via a 50 foot break in the Route 175 right-of-way line of 
through highway*  This break was established in 1973 to 
provide immediate access to Route 17 5 for the Smith property 
and to accommodate future public access in the event of 
future development of the Smith property.  Provisions for 
access to the Smith property included a median crossover in 
the event Route 175 were dualized.  The location of the 
future crossover meets intersection spacing criteria for 
this type of highway. 
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However, the existing Smith property entrance was 
not constructed within the prescribed break in the 
right-of-way line of through highway.  During the 
initial two lane construction phase, Mrs. Smith 
objected that several trees outside the right-of-way 
would be removed by grading for the entrance.  An 
agreement was reached to relocate the entrance 
further to the west where it currently exists.  A 
future median crossover is not considered for this 
location. 

The Smith property fronts approximately 2800 feet 
along Route 175.  The existing entrance will 
not be effected by the proposed dualization which 
occurs to the south of the existing roadway. 

C. Environmental Summary 

The upgrading of Maryland Route 175 from U.S. Route 29 
to Snowden River Parkway would have no significant 
impact on the quality of the human or natural 
environments.  The proposed action will occur within the 
existing right of way.  No businesses or residences 
would be displaced, and no historic or archeological 
sites would be impacted.  No violations of the State or 
Federal National Ambient Air Quality Standards (S/NAAQS) 
are predicted to occur for any of the proposed alter- 
nates.  Design noise levels would not be exceeded for 
any of the alternates.  Five (5) streams would be 
crossed by the proposed action, but no significant 
impact on the floodplain of the streams would occur. 
There would be no wetlands impacts and no threatened or 
endangered species will be affected by the proposed 
action. 

D. Other Study Considerations 

1.  Pedestrian Overpass at Tamar Drive 

At the Department's 1979 Consolidated Transportation 
Program meeting with elected officials of Howard 
County, the elected officials requested the State 
Highway Administration to investigate possible 
pedestrian safety measures for the intersection of 
Tamar Drive and Maryland 17 5.  Elementary school 
children residing north of Route 175 must cross 
Route 17 5 at Tamar Drive to attend Jeffers Hill 
Elementary School located south of Route 175. 
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Originally it was not planned to have children cross 
Route 175 to attend elementary school, but due to 
the delayed development of two parcels of land 
Howard County school officials have drawn from the 
area north of Route 1/5 to provide classroom 
balance.  With the development of the two parcels 
current population trends indicate that there would 
be an insufficient increase in the number of 
elementary school children to warrant construction 
of a school north of Route 175 and Jeffers Hill 
Elementary School boundaries would continue to 
extend north of Route 17 5. 

A preliminary investigation was undertaken by the 
Project Planning Team in the Spring of 1980 and the 
details are documented in a report which is 
available from the Project Manager.  The 
investigation indicated that approximately 50 
children crossed Route 17 5 in the morning and 
approximately 75 crossed in the afternoon.  Howard 
County police provided a uniformed officer to 
protect the crossing during these hours of highest 
school related pedestrian activities.  The 
intersection is clearly marked with cross-walk 
stripes, Walk and Don't Walk luminaries and a 
traffic actuated traffic signal.  The speed limit is 
45 mph for vehicles on Maryland 17 5 and sight 
distances at the intersection are very good.  Free 
right turn lanes are provided to facilitate traffic 
movement. 

In the Spring of 1981, the Howard County School 
Board initiated an experimental bus service for the 
children who attend Jeffers Hill Elementary School 
and live north of Route 175.  This experimental 
service accommodated children attending Jeffers Hill 
Elementary School during normal morning and 
afternoon hours.  At their July 15, 1981 meeting the 
Howard County School Board voted to continue to 
provide the busing service while their staff pursues 
other alternatives. 
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The estimated cost for a standard pedestrian over- 
pass at this location is approximately $1,000,000. 
The Project Planning Team is recommending that this 
Administration not pursue the pedestrian overpass 
proposal, but, should invite Howard County and/or 
the Columbia Association to consider funding the 
pedestrian facility.  The Howard County Planning and 
Zoning Director has been approached in this regard 
but no response has been received to date. 

2.  Existing Pedestrian Underpass/Bikeway System 

Two existing underpasses located approximately 1800 
feet east of Tamar Drive and 500 feet east of 
Thunder Hill Road currently provide passage for 
pedestrians and cyclists under the existing roadway. 
The Columbia Association originally financed the 
construction of the underpasses and it is their 
responsibility, by agreement with this 
Administration> to decide whether to extend the 
existing underpasses and to bear the cost.  The 
estimated cost for extending the existing 
underpasses for Alternate 1 is $338,000; for 
Alternate 2 $225,000; and for Alternate 1 Modified 
$242,000.  The Alternate 1 cost includes steel grid 
decking to allow natural lighting to penetrate the 
underpass.  The underpass extensions proposed for 
Alternate 2 and Alternate 1 Modified are shorter and 
could not effectively utilize natural lighting. 
Their costs reflect closed decking.  By the 
agreement, the Columbia Association must exercise 
their option to extend the underpasses within 90 
days following notice by this Administration of our 
intent to commence construction.  Failure by the 
Columbia Association to exercise their option may 
allow this Administration to backfill and seal the 
existing underpasses. 
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However, the underpasses are an integral part of an 
elaborate Class I bikeway system which extends 
throughout Columbia and the extension of the 
underpasses is a necessary assumption of the 
dualization.  A further assumption is that the 
Columbia Association will concur and honor their 
agreement by undertaking the cost of extending the 
underpasses. 

A Class II bikeway (paved and marked shoulder) also 
exists within the confines of the project.  The 
Class II bikepath runs along the shoulder of Route 
17 5 between Dobbin Road and Thunder Hill Road.  With 
the construction of a build alternate, there are no 
proposals to retain the Class II bikeway.  Bike- 
ways which are not physically separated from the 
roadway used by motor vehicles are inconsistent with 
safe design criteria recommended for controlled 
access divided highways such as is proposed for 
Route 17 5.  The elimination of the Class II bikeway 
is in conformance with the Howard County Master 
Plan.  The existing Class I system provides a 
suitable replacement which better serves the 
cyclist. 

3.  Berms/Woods 

Several earth berms which serve to screen 
residential development from the roadway are located 
within the existing right-of-way.  These berms were 
constructed by this Administration at the time that 
the existing roadway was constructed as a result of 
agreements between this Administration and the 
Columbia Transportation Committee.  The agreements 
developed through extensive coordination between the 
Bureau of Landscape Architecture, the State Highway 
Administration Chief Engineer, and Columbia 
Association Village Boards and their Transportation 
Committee.  The Project Planning Team has recognized 
the sensitivity of this issue and measures have been 
considered to preserve the berms. 

Two of the berms are situated close enough to the 
proposed construction to be effected:  The first, 
located in the vicinity of Lapwing Court on the 
south side of Route 17 5, will sustain minor slope 
grading that will not reduce the berm's height nor 
its effectiveness.  The second, located in the 
vicinity of Sohap Lane on the south side of Route 
175 east of Thunder Hill Road, would require the 
construction of a retaining wall with Alternate 1 to 
preserve the berm's height and effectiveness. 
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A third berm is located on the north side of Route 
175 between Tamar Drive and Dobbin Road.  The berm 
is situated between the existing roadway and Shalom 
Square, a housing development of approximately 
twelve single-story, siagle family frame apartments 
for retired citizens.  Citizen suggestions that this 
berm be heightened and lengthened were investigated 
and found to provide a negligible benefit.  The 
Project Planning Team is, however, recommending that 
additional vegetative screening be provided as a 
partial mitigation measure. 

A similar sensitive issue surfaced during the study 
process concerning a wooded area partially situated 
within the existing right-of-way on the south side 
of Route 17 5 east of Tamar Drive.  The trees provide 
a natural buffer between Route 17 5 and the Wooded 
Ridge and Jeffers Glen townhouses.  A spokesman for 
these communities indicated concern that the 
proposed alternates, although being contained within 
the existing right-of-way, would reduce the existing 
wooded buffer by the removal of trees from within 
the existing right-of-way.  The area of concern is 
approximately 600 feet in length with an average 
depth of approximately \50  feet.  Alternate 1 would 
remove a strip of trees approximately 50 feet deep 
or 0.8 acres.  Alternate 1 Modified or Alternated 
would remove a strip of trees approximately 30 feet 
deep or 0.4 acres.  If Alternate 1 were constructed 
approximately 400 feet of the existing woods depth 
would be preserved.  The closest townhouse would be 
approximately 450 feet from the edge of grading in 
this area and 500 feet from the edge of the proposed 
roadway.  The trees which would be removed are 
considered by the Project Planning Team to be of 
minor significance as a buffer. 
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E.  Implementation Costs (Estimate 1981 S's) 

Alternate 
Right-of-Way 
& Relocation 

Construction 
($1,000) 

Total* 
($1,000) 

1 0 $6,126 $6,126 

2 0 $6,041 $6,041 

1 Modified 0 $5,831 $5,831 

* Does not include estimated $40,000 for recommended 
landscaping contract. 

Cost to Columbia Association to Extend Underpasses 

Alternate 1 $338,000 
Alternate 2 $225,000 
Alternate 1 Modified $242,000 

Pedestrian Overpass at Tamar Drive 

Alternate 1 $1,130,000 
Alternate 2 $1,105,000 
Alternate 1 Modified $1,110,000 

III.  Positions Taken 

A. Elected Officials 

The dualization of Route 17 5 has been looked upon 
favorably by Howard County elected officials on the 
occasion of the annual Program tours as well as 
informally during the study process. 

The Howard County Council vice chairperson, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Bobo wrote to us in April, 1980 recom- 
mending that this Administration construct a 
pedestrian overpass at Tamar Drive as soon as 
possible. 

To date, the Public Hearing has generated no additional 
comment from elected officials. 

B. Citizens and Associations 

The Long Reach Community Association which had 
supported the dualization since the initial public 
meeting withdrew their support until the roadway 
proposals include a pedestrian overpass at Tamar 
Drive. 
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The Village Board of Oakland Mills did not comment 
during the Public Hearing process.  Their most recent 
comments followed the Alternates Public Workshop and 
were supportive of a "long overdue" dualization. 

The Village of Harpers Choice has, throughout the 
study, supported a "prudent and feasible" dualization, 
with consideration for pedestrian grade separations and 
sensitivity to the concerns of adjacent communities. 

All associations commenting, recommended that 
provisions be included to improve noise attenuation 
throughout the project. 

The Jeffers Glen Community Association, a development 
of 140 townhouses south of Route 175 between Dobbin 
Road and Tamar Drive, indicated through their 
representative who spoke at the Public Hearing that 
they oppose the dualization.  Throughout the study 
process the representative of this Community had 
recommended a median barrier alternate to preserve as 
much as possible of a wooded area within our existing 
right-of-way. 

C.  Agencies 

The Howard County Office of Planning and Zoning has 
reviewed the Environmental Assessment and gone on 
record as supporting Alternate 1. 

The Howard Research and Development Corporation went on 
record at the Public Hearing in support of Alternate 1. 
Their recommendation that double left turning lanes be 
considered for all the intersections has been incor- 
porated in the Project Planning Team Recommendation. 
They also suggested that responsibility for the future 
construction of an interchange at Snowden River Parkway 
should lie with this Administration. 
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IV.  Recommendat ion 

The Project Planning Team recommends the dualization of 
Maryland Route 175 utilizing an open median, either 
Alternate 1 with the 54 foot open median or Alternate 1 
Modified with the 30 foot open median.  The differences 
between Alternate 1 and Alternate 1 Modified are directly 
related to the difference in median width.  Alternate 1 with 
24 more feet of median provides an additional increment of 
safety for errant vehicles.  Alternate 1 also provides the 
flexibility to efficiently add additional lanes, which is 
compatible with the existing 64 foot median at each end of 
the study segment.  Alternate 1 Modified with a 30 foot 
median eliminates the need for a $151,000 retaining wall, 
reduces the extent of outside slope grading, and represents 
a total cost savings of approximately $295,000 compared to 
Alternate 1.  The total estimated cost for Alternate 1 is 
$6,126,000.  For Alternate 1 Modified, $5,831,000. 

Either selection is consistent with State, Regional, and 
local plans . 

The recommendation provides for an additional two lane 
roadway parallel to the existing two lane facility, thereby 
completing the dualization of Route 175 from east of 1-95 to 
west of U.S. Route 2 9.  Proposed roadway construction would 
begin approximately 1100 feet east of Snowden River Parkway 
where the existing dualized segment of Route 175 begins its 
transition into the undivided study segment.  The proposed 
roadway would be located north of the existing roadway from 
its beginning point east of Snowden River Parkway to 
approximately 1500 feet west of Dobbin Road.  At the point 
where the existing and proposed dualizations interface the 
64 foot existing open median would gradually taper to a 30 
or 54 foot median west of Dobbin Road.  From west of Dobbin 
Road to the Route 29 Interchange, where it would connect 
with the westbound lanes of the existing divided roadway, 
the proposed roadway would be constructed south of the 
existing roadway.  A median transition from 30 or 54 feet to 
the existing 64 foot median would also occur at this end of 
the project. 

The four at-grade intersections within the study limits are 
recommended to remain as such.  A "T" intersection 
configuration at Snowden River Parkway would be retained 
with provision for double left turning lanes.  The need for 
the double left turn lanes should be further reviewed in the 
Final Design Phase.  Intersections with Dobbin Road, Tamar 
Drive, and Thunder Hill Road are also recommended to remain 
at grade with provisions for double left turning lanes to be 
further reviewed in the Final Design Phase. 
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The Project Planning Team recommends the elimination of the 
existing Class II bikelane along Route 175 in conformance 
with local plans, but not until such time as the dualization 
occurs.  The elimination of the Class II bikelane is 
dependent upon the retention of the. existing Class I 
bikepath which, in turn, is dependent upon the extension of 
the two existing underpasses.  The Team, therefore, recom- 
mends that this Administration, through close coordination, 
encourage the Columbia Association to honor their agreement 
by funding the extension of the underpasses. 

The Team recommends that a landscaping contract be con- 
sidered for the proposed improvement to screen residential 
development from the roadway.  The estimated cost is $40,000 
and has not been included in the total cost shown in the 
brochure.  Specific sites for landscaping consideration 
include the berm adjacent to the Shalom Square housing for 
the elderly, located north of the existing lanes.  Although 
the existing berm is situated on the opposite side of the 
road from where construction would occur and although 
Federal noise standards would not be exceeded, public 
comments throughout the Project Planning Phase have 
emphasized a need for improved noise attenuation at the 
Shalom Square site.  Landscaping would provide visual 
screening and serve as a partial mitigation measure. 

On the south side of the proposed roadway, landscaping con- 
sideration is recommended specifically for the area between 
Tamar Drive and Thunder Hill Road.  Some landscaping which 
already exists in this area may be partially eliminated by 
the proposed construction. 

In the event that funding is not available for the recom- 
mended improvement, an interim Special Projects improvement 
is recommended for the intersection of Route 175 and Snowden 
River Parkway as described on page 6. 



PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 



HEARING SUMMARY 

A Combined Location/Design Public Hearing was held for the project 

on June 16, 1981 at 7:30 p.m. in the Jeffers Hill Elementary School 

located at 6000 Tamar Drive in Columbia, Maryland.  The purpose of the 

hearing was to present information relative to the engineering and 

environmental analysis and to receive public comments on the project. 

Four (4) individuals made statements following the presentation by 

State Highway Administration personnel. The following is a summary of 

the statements made. 
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MR. GENE ENG - Representing Jeffers Glen Community Association 

Mr. Eng stated that the proposed project would locate a dangerous 

intersection at Tamar Drive and Maryland Route 175 similar to the U.S. 

Route 29 and Maryland Route 108 intersection within a densely 

populated residential area. 

In addition, he stated the proposed project would make crossing 

Maryland Route 17 5 more difficult for pchool children.  Crossing 

guards currently cannot protect the children and the only safe means 

to transport the children across Maryland Route 17 5 would be by bus. 

The proposal also creates a social problem by splitting the 

Village of Long Reach and making access to the village shopping center 

more difficult.  It separates residents from the village center since 

there is no funding for the pedestrian cross-walk or the underpasses. 

This is a social impact that challenges the original Columbia concept 

as residents will not be able to reach the village center by walking 

or biking. 

The predicted population increases and facilities planned for 

these increases have not occured.  The predicted traffic increases 

also will not be fulfilled unless the purpose of the project is to 

funnel truckers from Maryland Route 29 over to Maryland Route 17 5 and 

U.S. Route 1 to get to the Truckers Inn.  This will result in a noise 

impact. 

Since there is no alternate for a median barrier between Tamar 

Drive and Dobbin Road, Mr. Eng's association felt the dualization 

without a limited barrier would adversely affect the wooded area and 

result in noise impacts. 

We now advocate a no-build alternative for Maryland Route 175. 
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Response; 

The comparison of the U.S. Route 29 and Maryland Route 108 

intersection to the Maryland Route 17 5 and Tamar Drive intersection is 

not accurate.  The U.S. Route 29 and Maryland Route 108 intersection 

differs in physical aspects from the Tamar Drive intersection by 

traffic volumes, sight distances, and vertical geometries.  In 

addition, the selected alternate 2 Modified would improve the existing 

High Accident Intersection (HIA) at Maryland Route 175 and Tamar 

Drive. 

The Board of Education of Howard County will continue to bus the 

students through the intersection of Tamar Drive and Maryland Route 

17 5 until alternative measures are found. Such measures may include 

the use of crossing guards, increased utilization of the Tamar Drive 

underpass and adjustment of the school boundaries. The School Board 

voted at their July 15, 1981 meeting to continue the busing service 

for the 1981-1982 school year. 

In regard to the project dividing the Village and creating 

difficult access to the neighborhood and Village centers, it should be 

understood that the underpasses east of Thunder Hill Road and Tamar 

Drive will be extended.  Funding for the extension of the underpasses 

will be ascertained at a later date in accordance with 1973 Columbia 

Association/State Highway Administration Agreement. 

The population revisions based upon 1980 Preliminary Census 

Figures (see Correspondence Section - Howard County's letters) 

indicate a minimal decrase from the 1978 Regional Planning Council 

projections stated in the Environmental Assessment (EA).  Traffic 

projections are based upon the projected land use, employment and 
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population figures which indicate insufficient capacity to provide for 

existing and projected growth. 

A median barrier with inside shoulders would require almost the 

same width as Alternate 2 (24' median).  The barrier would not be as 

safe as the alternates studied and aesthetically would not conform to 

the Colubmia design concept.  The proposed dualization would not 

adversely affect the wooded area (See page14of Staff Recommendation) 

and would not result in exceedance of Federal Noise Design Criteria 

(See EA p. 62-74).  The selected alternate 2 modified will result in 

the removal of a strip of trees 30* deep or 0.4 acres. 

MR. JOSEPH NECKER - Assistant Director of Engineering, Howard Research 

and Development Corporation 

Mr. Necker stated that the Environmental Assessment tends to 

indicate a lack of understanding of the composition of Columbia.  The 

project is not east of Columbia but is located within the eastern 

segment of Columbia, east of Town Center.  Mr. Necker then described 

the village concept within the planned development. 

Mr. Necker pointed out that the need for project is not only for 

the development of East Colubmia, but for all of Columbia as a 

regional retail and employment center and to continue development in 

the area peripheral to Columbia as provided for in the revelant 

planning documents.  Further, HRD feels the project will positively 

enhance employment opportunities as well as the ability of the area to 

attract new sources of revenue, and the ability of the area to attract 

tourism. 

HRD feels that dual left turn lanes are also needed at Thunder 

Hill Road, Dobbin Road and Snowden River Parkway based upon current 



V 
traffic conditions and imminent development as shown on the Columbia 

Preliminary Development Plan.  For the Snowden River Parkway 

intersection, Mr. Necker stated that an unsafe condition exists today 

without the future planned development.  Dual left turn lanes are a 

must at all the intersections. 

HRD strongly disagrees that a grade separated intersection at 

Snowden River Parkway is the responsibility of Howard County since the 

State's original plan called for an interchange and as portions of the 

southeast quadrant ramps have already been constructed.  However, HRD 

agrees that recent changes in the overall traffic network may negate 

the need for this interchange.  It is possible the existing 

intersection will operate at an acceptable Level of Service (LOS) with 

the at-grade intersection and dual left turn lanes. 

The Alternate '2' raised median can be easily jumped by vehicles 

and is more unsafe than no median. 

In conclusion, HRD reiterates previous comments and recommend that 

Alternate 1 be adopted for the following reasons: 1) it conforms more 

with the original planning of the project, 2) is needed to provide 

dual left turns at intersections, 3) safer, 4) more aesthetically 

acceptable, and 5) has no significant additional impact upon adjacent 

land uses. 

Response; 

For the selected alternate, existing intersections would be 

expanded by providing for the dual left turn lanes where needed.  Dual 

left turn lanes are proposed for the Maryland Route 175 and Tamar 

Drive intersection. 

The selected alternate 2 modified satisfies the major points 

presented for adopting Alternate 1.  In addition, it provides a 
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suitable median width to accommodate pedestrian movement while 

allowing maneuverability for double left turn lanes. 

An interim improvement at the Thunder Hill Road intersection which 

will add an additional lane on east and westbound Maryland Route 17 5 

is proposed for construction in the Fall of 1981.  Also, a special 

project for the Snowden River ftirkway intersection is scheduled for 

advertisement in late October or November with construction proposed 

in December, 1981.  The proposal provides for an additional westbound 

through lane on Maryland Route 17 5 thereby reducing queues and 

improving overall intersection level of service. 

MR. FRED WEAVER - Vice-Chairman of Columbia Council representing the 

Village of Long Reach and member of the Columbia 

Association Board of Directors 

The alternates are not acceptable unless they include a pedestrian 

crossing.  The pedestrian crossing is a ore-condition.  The Columbia 

Association (CA) in 1973 felt it prudent to have an option to extend 

the underpasses, but is not committed or obligated to exercise such an 

option.  CA has not allocated money for the underpass extension. 

Without the underpass or overpass, Maryland Route 17 5 divides the 

community and creates an unsafe condition for pedestrians.  If 

financial constraints exist, then the project should not be undertaken 

until these constraints are resolved.  The projected costs for the 

overpass appear to be overestimated. 

Traffic at Maryland Route 17 5 and Tamar Drive presents a hazard to 

crossing guards.  The Board of Education advises that busing through 

this intersection is an unacceptable permanent condition and it is 

questionable the Board is committed to this action. 

? 



Maryland Route 17 5 without an overpass interrupts the neighborhood 

concept by dividing it.  Since the neighborhood came before Maryland 

Route 175, the road should acconunodate the neighborhood.  The Village 

Board requested the CA to deny right of way to the Board of Education 

to build a pathway to accommodate neighborhood children.  This 

decision was based on safety and the Board concurred that the area was 

unsafe to require children to walk. 

Response; 

For the selected alternate 2 modified, the underpasses east of 

Thunder Hill Road and Tamar Drive will be extended.  With the 

extension of the underpasses, the safety of pedestrians is maintained 

and there is no division of the community or neighborhood.  The 

estimated overpass costs were deived from a design manual on a cost 

per unit basis for a lighted bridge with a length of 300 feet. 

The Howard County Board of Education will continue to bus students 

through the Tamar Drive intersection for the 1981-1982 school year 

until alternate measures are found.  Such measures may include the use 

of crossing guards, increased utilization of the Tamar Drive underpass 

and adjustment of school boundaries. 

MRS. NANCY KOTRABA - Representing Long Reach Village Board, Board 

Member, Representing Wooded Ridge Townhouse 

Association 

The Board withdraws their previous approval for the widening of 

Maryland Route 175.  Before approval of any alternate, there must be 

an overpass included in the alternates.  It divides the community, 

creates difficult conditions for school childern, and makes it 

impossible for citizens to get the Village Center and the neighborhood 

centers. 
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As a member of the Wooded Ridge Townhouse Association, the 

following comments are offered.  There is opposition to the statement 

that the school board has promised to bus the children as a permanent 

measure.  Rather, the children will be bused until an alternative can 

be found which could mean crossing Maryland Route 175 if crossing 

guards can be found. 

Another consideration is the safety factor for the townhouse 

association.  There are two locations where children can walk under 

Maryland Route 17 5 and the safety issue for children who utilize the 

pathway and underpasses is not addressed. 

In summary, the Association stands opposed to the widening of 

Maryland Route 17 5 and would like the safety of the exising road 

upgraded for the community. 

Response; 

See Weaver response. 

In regard to safety for pedestrians utilizing the pathway system, 

this issue can best be handled by the Columbia Association who is 

responsible for the pathway system.  For the underpass extensions, 

safety is incorported into the design for the selected alternate 2 

modified through the provision of artificial lighting. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
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£969 Blue  Pool 
Columbia,  MD    2104 5 

June 19,  1981 ^TVHrD 

!* "'a.' "'.38. 

c. fl'fi? 

Mr. Hal Kassoff, Director f;W» * f.-ui".: ArUNE^t^ 
Office of Planning and Pre! iir.inary 

Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

I am writing this letter to express my concerns regarding the 
proposed upgrading of Maryland Route 175 from Snowden River Parkway to 
U.S. Route 29. I wish to have this letter incorporated into the hearing 
record of June 16, 1981 as I was unable to attend the Combined Location/ 
Design Public Hearing for this project. 

First, let me state my full support for the proposed upgrading of 
Maryland Route 175 to a four lane divided highway.  I believe this project 
is necessary for traffic,safety and economic development reasons. The 
original roadway should have been constructed as four lanes. I give credit 
to the State Highway Administration and Howard County for having acquired 
sufficient right-of-way for the project as well as observing set back 
requirements for all new developments. 

Although I support the upgrading, either Alternate 1 or Alternate 2, 
I have serious concerns regarding the State Highway Administration's 
justification and position concerning the extension of the two existing 
pedestrian/bikeway underpasses. All of the planning documents for this 
project that I have reviewed, recognize the existence of the comipunity 
pathway/bikeway system and the underpasses, and go on to state that no 
community or recreational facilities would be affected by the pre posed 
action. However, the Sr.me docuronts state that the extension of the two 
existing crossings are being considered but that the option to extend these, 
as well as the costs, would telong to the Columbia Association (CA). The 
1973 Agreement between CA and the State Highway Administration indicates ' 
that if CA does not pick up en its option that the Administration would 
proceed to close-off the existing mderpasses if the roadway is widened. 
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My concern  i: that  this  1 >•• the  Highway  Adrr.im'itratit 
comr^nities cf  both  Long Reach anr  V\PV: 

Based on the information provided to date by the Highwav Administration, 
I  believe that the construction of Maryland 175 without the extension of the 
two patnway underpasses,  regardless of any action taken by the Columbia 
Association,  would constitute a  significant  impact on the Communities of 
Long Reach and Oakland Mills.    Should a decision be made to proceed without 
the incorporation of the underpasses in the scope of the project, the action 
could be viewed as  in violation of the Ka-.ional  and State Environmental   Policy 
Acts, as well  as the Maryland Action Plan which requires a  project with 
controversies or  significant  impacts  to  bi-  subject to a more scrutinizing 
review by all   parties involved. 

I  recommend that a  Finding of No Sigrificant  Environmental   Impact  be 
withheld by the Federal  Highway Administration on this project until   the State 
Highway Administration can demonstrate the full   impacts associated with 
this project if continued pedestrian and bikeway access  is not provided as 
part of this project. 

Sincerely, 

"^    '^"K-Wv 

Gary Rosehbaum 

cc: Howard County Executive, J. Hugh Nichols 
Howard County Council 
Senator James Clark, Jr. 
Delegate Anne E. Baker 
Columbia Council, Mr. Fred Weaver 
Long Reach Village Board 
Oakland Mills Village Board 
Columbia Association, Mr. Fred Pryor 
ff-'-icr-al Highway Administration, Maryland Division 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
i 

h:a',t •i.phwai Acministrasio1- 
J^iy 6 , 19 E: 

HE: 

iarne; J. CX-CRntl 

Contract   Nc.    HO   561-101-771 
dryland  Route   175 
Frorr. Snowder. River  ParKwav 

oc 

Mr.   Garv  Rosenoauir 
2969  Eiue Pool 
Cciuncia,   Kai~vlanc   210 45 

Dear  Mr.   Rosenbauit: 

Th ank  you 
J./^   proposed   imp reverent. 
16,    19E1  hearing   record 

-°^COi;^5nrs   lr-   support   of   the  Karvl^nd   Rn--/ 
^ney v-.]l be inccro 

'orated into the 0: 

exis: cod^s-—?-/r-ive"--,.  ,     .•Iv-t---   -c_   t.ie  extension  of  the  rw- .-->--s---ciJ../jji^e*c:y   uncercassec     thp  •c-m-*,-*.   T- 

the value of tne • pedestrian^Iiew-'av ie^ork tj^hel-76^ ? 
corrniunities and the possible iraolic-^iors if ?h! furr?un= 
however,   the  resoonsibilirv   for  ev-'n^  ll .netvorx  wa 

State Kiohwiv Administration Jar?^^^ the Cor?o«tion a 
Corporation would in aU uLffw" thlS year "Seated th 
:•:-£',-   :.=   ic   rr,.-.   •-  c0f  ., ^^elinooa want   to  extend  the  two 

Accorcmc  to  the   acreeir.ent,   the   Cc-iuTihi?   ^--ri-   -^-  - 

tnrtwrS^;  ^erSntifw  -f117  ^^  th^  option'to  ex-,n-= 
by  the  crate  oflU   intent   ^  el--"!!7   (90|   d5^   ^Hewing  notice" 
Posed  realization       Thit   Ul?       r -,ce   construction  of  tine   prc- "-.-^, J-A^dtio...      inis  AQministrat ion   assures   th--^   ^--^^   . ^-    •    - expects  o;   the   p.^d^st ri ^n /hi i-^,- a&s,ii.„_s   tn = i.  tne  oeneficial 
T- • H'-1-.-=>t rxcLn/DiKev. av  n^ "work   •t-r,  -I-K^   ^^I      •   • ^^-^a.^. 
Recreation  Association,   In-    will   ?--worK  Jo  the  Columoia  Park   and 
r-~cr---   -• • O'-J-WJI,   inv..   will   ir sure   the   evtp'-.c.inn   ^.^  4-u 
PcES.-a   at   sucn  time  as  th«  ri»ial'7a .«   « extension  of  the   unaer- UJ._   uaai^/ia .. on   occurs. 

ecognize- 
ing 
s severe; 
s, by 
eat ion 
"jd the 
at the 
u_n d e r - 

.eatii 

Eal Ksssoff, Director 
Office of Planninq and 
Preliminary'' Engineerinc 

KK: ci;is 

Mr. Carl Raith 
Mr. Frederick Pryor 

be nneicer, Jr, 

1110 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATI. .^ 

QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

Contract No. HO 581-101-771 
Maryland Route 175 

From Snowden River Parkway to U.S. Route 29 
Combined Location/Design Public Hearing 

Tuesday, June 16, 1981 

•-v ' l|^*3£' 

i 

NAME;       -js ''^-V\ U; n       (_),' h' T r 

PLEASE        . 0 • •<<      >•'     -, - , 
PRINT 

CITY/TOWN;, ( > \, .^^       STATE:   K/.'r, ZIP CODE: ZZLLI-S- 

J -. -r. " . 4 lL±^^:J.±-:_  "^ ''i L>. . -.-, : ^-/ ^ V -,• •. i 

IL-Ji^l'-P-   'i r'" 'A J•'"•<    i 
u _..- ^Jj-yj 

'0 ; 

>' u 

.•-••'.   •   c'' .->     •     •-•'   -j   ^•'   -,   -•"^ " "~ "^ "  ""  > 

.:^i:;..i...i!:2..iui^iMi;^i^-:1i.:..;...:i.i.i.s^Chjl^biuli.:- hr* . •*•'•• ik-^i-jyUg.* *•*•* .••>•<', -,<•}• -u 

• . **     . o 

>• . 

OH cn;5 /';a.\li;;C> '.,?. •,; t,, 



I-) f-.'sri fend Deportment ofTmnsporlBtion 
*<e 

•e H;c;- AO.";, 

pr . 

July 29, 1981 

Co tract No. HO 581-10 
i'i ylanc Route '..75 - Frou. 
Sn:vden River Fcrkvav to 
U.I. Route 29 

771N 

v>-t thleen White 
9119 Goldaaber Garth 
Colunoia, Maryland 21045 

T,-- Irs. White 

tne 

inanK you icr your cogents concerning o:- ^'^-v^-^d 
^^e :-/^Pro^ec1

t-  Your* opposition .to the proposed' dualiz' 
Li-on ot tms highway has been noted..        " 

As you have indicated, several sections of relocated 
^aryland Route 32 are scheduled to be completed In the 
future.  Relocated Maryland Route 32 would divert^ 
traxfic xrom Maryland Route 175 and other high " ~•"     " 
area,  however, a comprehensive traffic a-^vc 
eastern Howard County (which v.as perfo^ned *"'" 
of tr.e Maryland Route 100 corridc 
msuf Cicient traffic would be div 
Foute 175 to either Maryland Route 100 orTiVrvU^Rn,, 
t'on04 17 K«ylenv

d.RS^e 175 to operate without cong 
tion as a two lane highway. 0 

In^ response to your conirr.ents regarding a pcccjble 
pec,c-strian crossing at Maryland Route 175 a^d T.-^r D--e 
the Pro:ect Planning TeaiB, which is responsible "for the 
deve^pnent of the Route 175 study, is reviewir* =nd 
upcacing the infoi-nation v;hich was gathered durine 'tVe 
^,-estri.an crossing investigation.  The team will then 

u..:,te a study recoiraendation for the State H-ehwav 

s an element 
corrioor study) indicated that 

erted from Marvland 
te 
es- 

riC': :-ni strator's approval. 

.-.ithough   tne  Project  Planning  Team  does   under^t^-d 
your  support   for   the pedestiian  overpass,   unless   they" 
u.:-.'over   significant  new   infoirnation  to   support   the  reed 
fi.i   a  pedestrian  overpass,   the   team  recc^ndation  will 
r.ot 
ti 

elude a proposal that {he.  Stat, 
-enstruct a pedestrian overp, ss at Ta 

a v 
ar 

Adr.inis' 
Dri\'e 

C?'1!) r.59-Jl38 



^7 
Mrs. Karhle <= - n i e e n w,-. 11 e 
Jv-y  29, 1981 
age i 

cost of the oversass ar-nPa--- -—-••-,•;,..     .  .  . 
view ot the Stale Highvav Ac-ir.i 't :-a: 1 nr : c "c I-'-' f ^ 'rfrL :"n 
constraints and rc-cojr.i z'ip.t.- ire" "" ^ '''"'" "• ;:""r*e --'•:-''.:.:. 
measures   including cr-;s£in" -^uZ- 
tnat the Kovard Countv sr   £ "'""" • - - - c . 

next year the b 
intersection.durine normal 

o 

^-s  Aar^mstration voul -  -    -      ^ '      '-"   £   ceci5^r. 
css^jir^r.s  respor.sibii-; tv  in-  ^-r-- - -.,„--• ~       • . ~n.-- 
facilitv.    " '   a0i   -^•---•JCL.ng   tne  peaestr 

- - Ui 

very trui.v vours 

• = - c e r ,   j r . .   L r. i e r 

^ I^UAJ^M. 
Charles   G.   Ivalsh 
Project  Manager 

UTS : CGW:bh 

cc:  Mr. Carl Raith (w/attach.) 
iM". hi chard Davis 

The selected alternate, 2 Mo'dified would not result in the 
exceedance of Design noise levels. Also, the extension of 
the two existing underpasses are a necessary assumption of 
the dualization. 



iTATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRAT1 

QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

ii„ s~ 

NAME 

Contract No. HD 581-101-771 
Maryland Route 175 

Froni Snowden River Parkway to U.S. Route 29 
Combined Location/Design Public Hea-rinc 

Tuesday, June 16, 1981 

Airs     /2a/_£   / 
SNf   ADDRESS: ^MjiJj^U^ 

CITY/TOWN: ZIP CODE 

/ 

J^plgjl^o.^gg!^^ the following aspects, of "this project._ 

--s-^^^^Ljj^^^   

-Cst? 

-^-i^M-f^   
--^£^40^   

-  ^-_~^. •^-^-^••.^•-.'^.^.-^^^-i^^^tjiZi^xl* 

I j I am currently on the bailing List 

t. -^•<'! P1 '3 '"•' •'• <i   -: •' d. it! v / ."> • i r :•* ;• .' c >.  '-/->  •' '- -» T.*,- i 1 -! -..-j T i cf- 



w 
Mar) iand Department ofTransponation 

¥f 
L; u: 

S'a?i-»^'O^A'a> A.3rr!'!T.i'a'ior 

JU1' ,     l&S] 
M : 

RH:      Co^tr^ct   Nc-.   HO   55 !-:( : - " 
Maryland   Route   ] ":   -   J-rcr 
Snowden   River   Parkvav   tc 
U.?.   Route   29 

Mrs.   Paul   F.   Ereen 
9 0 31   Goldair.ber  Garth 
Columbia,   Maryland   21045 

Dear tfreen: 

Thank you for your comir-ents concerainc our Marvlar. i 
Route 1"S prc-iect.  In response to vour coir.inents and these 
of several other area residents regarding a possible rieces- 
trian crossing at Maryland Route i"5 and Tamar Drive.'the 
Froiect Planning Teain, which is responsible for the devel:? 
ment of the Route 175 stud}', is reviewing and undatinz . the 
information vhich was gathered during the pedestrian cross- 
ing investigation.  The team will then formulate a stuf 
r jmmeneat ion for Administrator Caltrider's aprroval 

However, although the Proi 
stand your support for the pede 
uncover significant new informa 
a pedestrian overpass, the tear, 
include a proposal that the Sta 
construct a pedestrian overpass 
of the overpass appears prohibi 
of the State Highway Administra 
straints and recognizing the av 
measures including crossing gua 
si on by this Administration wou 
from assuming responsibility fo 
facilitv. 

ec 
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on t 
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overpa 
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mendati 
hway Ad 
mar Dri 
parti cu 
severe 

lity of 
d buses 
preclu 
tructin 

i e am 
ss, 
rt t 
on w 
mini 
ve . 
larl 
fin 
alt 

. S 
de t 
g th 

aoes 
unless 
he nee 
ill nc 
st rati 

i ne c 
y in v 
anci al 
ernate 
uch a 
he Cou 
e pede 

ur.ee r 

or. 
os t 
iev 

cec 
nty 
s t r i an 

, Very truly yours, 

V.'m. F. Schneider, Jr., Chief 
Bureau of Project Planning 

Charles G. Walsh 
Project Manager 

KrS:CGl\:bh 

cc:  Mr. Carl Raith 
Mr. Richard Davis 

PC  Box ri7 i 707 N/.rjh Cs.-vx:? S:    Ba-li-r.fi/e  t/.n^'kr". 



June   18,,  1S8l 

COLUMBIA 

it 

•'^.^v;',. Mr. Hal Kassoff, Director 
Office of banning and Preliminary 

Enci neer i nc 

State Highway Administration 
30C West Preston Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

Re:  Md. Route 175 
Snowden River Parkwaf to U.S.Route 29 
Project No. H058l-101-771 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

We hereby transmit comments presente. at the combined location/ 
design public hearing on June 16, 1Sf1.  These comments were 
prepared by Walter E. Woodford, Jr., Director of Engineering.  As 
stated in the comments, our main con. ern is the need for dual 
left-turn lanes at. the intersections throughout the project area. 
The land uses and development of these uses in the New Town District 
of Columbia are established on the F eliminary Development Plan. 
If your office does not have a copy cf this document, please 
contact us about receiving a copy. 

We thank you for the opportunity to present these comments and 
are available at your convenience to discuss any of them. 

Very truly yours, > 

'X 

Joseph H. Necker, Jr. 
Assistant Director.of Engineering 

:1b 
cc:  Mr. G. Neimeyer 

Mr. Thomas G. Harris, Jr. 
County Council Members 
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COMMENTS  RE:   HP.   RT.   175  ENVIROWEN'TAL  ASSESSMENT 

^ •       Col u-ibia   CorriPosi t ion 

Throughout the report there are statements which tend to indicate 
a lack of understanding of the composition of Columbia. 

Columbia is e planned development covering 13,000 contiguous acres 
stretching from 1-35 on the east to Kd. Rt. 108 on the west, and 

.  from Md. Rt. 108 on the north tc Md. Rt. 32 and the Kiddle Patuxent 
River on the south.  It is comp-ised of a series of eight villages 
and a Town Center.  Md. Rt. 175 traverses an industrial park area, 
the Village of Longreach, the Village of Oakland Mills, the Village 
of Wilde Lake and ties into Town Center.  The project is NOT "east 
of ColuTibia", or "adjacent to the Town of ColuTibia".  It is located 
within the eastern segment of Columbia, east of Town Center. 

2.  Keed 

On page 5, it is implied that the need for the project is due to the 
development of east Columbia. While this is a factor, the need is 
due to continued deve^praent of all of Columbia, especially Town 
Center as a regional retail and employment center, and to continued 
development in the area peripheral to Columbia -- al1 as provided by 
the Howard County Zoning documents, the Howard County adopted 
Preliminary Development Plan for Columbia, and the Howard County 
General Plan. 

3'  Assessment 

We agree with the statement on p?-ge 6 that alternate transportation 
facilities will have only minimal^ effect on capacity requirements. 
We also agree with the numerous assessment ite^s, except items 38, 
39 and hi.     We believe that the project, because it wTTT provide 
improved, safe, convenient access to the area will positively enhance 
employfrent opportunities in the area, will positively affect the 
ability of the area to attract new sources of revenue, and will 
positively enhance the ability of the area to attract tourism. 

k.       left  Turn Lanes  _  l 

At several places in the report (i.e. pages 3, *», 20 and ^3), it is 
stated that dual left turn lanes will be provided at Tamar Drive 
and that single left turn lanes will be provided at ThunderhiU Road, 
Dobbin Road ar-d Snovden River Parkway.  This arrange-rent will not be 
sufficient, based upon present experience and upon the iraTsinent 
developn-ent of the area as shown on the Columbia Preliminary 
Development Plan. 
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sc 

±^!''_"__!i!l!J*££d - The ares isrved by this inrersect ion has 
cee- .£-ce-.v developed a-.d l:-c cues of left-turninc tra^^Ic 
n->, deve'.oD on he. Rt. 175 dt ing peak hours.  The eastbound 
Md. Rt. -,75 to northbound Thu derni 1 ] Road is the more critical 
o. the. movements because the ; sckup severly impacts the weaving 
of vehicles exiting froc the '. .S. 2S ramp.  This turnino movement 
wi 1 ^ increase with the cons:'..;: ion of -37,00c square foot office 
facility ir. the northeast quacant of the U.S. 23 - Md. Rt. 175 
interchaige (Twin Knolls Sort), which is expected to commence 
this Sum-er •'3ci) contrary t: the statement on pages 5k  and 55. 
Ar. interim improvement has be—, initiated jointly by the State 
and Howarc County which will rsise the ' E' level of service to a 
'C level.  However, the 'C ; -vel will not be sustained for more 
thai 'ive years, given the no--el rate of traffic crowih which 
wil- occur on Md. Rt. 175.  D-;! left turn lanes are essential 
Tor at least the eastbound lar;. 

Dobbin Road - The Columbia Pre 1 invinary Development Plan (the 
official land use plan approved by Howard County•Zoning Board) 
provides for commercial develcpment • (office end retail) on both 
sides of Md. Rt. 17,5.  Recordetion of 79-5 acres has already 
occurred south of Md. Rt. 175 and several facilities now exist. 
A site development plan has been approved by Howard County covering 
40.5 acres for which grading and construction will commence this 
Summer (l9Bl). This site plan provides for: 

Memco Store 108,000 s.f. 
Hechinoers Store       60,000 s.f. 
Misc. Retail Stores     59,000 s.f. 
3.^ Acres of mixed u^e, including restaurant, bank, 

service station and offices. 

A traffic study of the impact of this development was submitted 
to the State and County and has been reviewed by the State's 
District Traffic Engineer. 

The 160 acres north of Md. Rt. 175 bas not been recorded as yet, 
but will be recorded certa:nly by the time the dualization of 
Md. Rt. 175 occurs. This ^60 acres will contain intense commercial 
uses (offices and retail).  The area will also be served by the 
extension of Snowden River Parkway, however, at least 50% of 
its traffic will use the Dobbin Read intersection.  Dual left- 
turn lanes will be needed in both directions.  Incidentally, 
we question the statement on pace 34 that this intersection 
now operates at an F level of service, based upon review by 
the State's District Traffic Engineer. 
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Ari^der' R'ver Parkway - The land south of Kd. Rt. 175 at Snowden 
River Parkway has a!? been recorded.  The G.E. plant is located 
in the southeast qjedrant and has yet to be develor-ed anywhere 
near its planned capacity.  Approximately 9? acres in the 
southwest quadrant is owned by the Western Electric Corporation, 
but development has not conmenced. 

The land north of Hi.   Rt. 175 is unrecorded.  The Pre!iminary 
Development Plan provides the intense commercial a-ea described 
above in the northwest quadrant. 

Approximately 180 acres in the northeast quadrant is planned 
to contain: 

125 Acres Industrial Use 
20 Acres Office Use 
31 Acres Retail Use 

Hotel and 2 Gas Stations 

An unsafe condition exists today - before any of the above 
future development occurs. The ques of westbound traffic 
turning left onto southbound Snowden River Parkway extend into 
one of the through lanes.  The high percentage of trucks 
involved in this movement accentuates this problem because 
fewer trucks than passenger vehicles can be accommodated by 
the left turn lane.  Dual left turn lanes at this intersection 
are a must. 

The planning of the dualization of Md. Rt. 175 certainly is not 
being done on the basis cf existing conditions, for traditionally, 
the design year is twenty years removed.  Development of the 
area is occurring, snd will continue to develop to full 
development well within this time period.  Studies of these 
intersections by the State's traffic engineers, we believe, 
will substantiate the need for providing dual left-turn lanes 
as a part of the subject project. 

Snowden River Parkway Intersection 

On page 33 we believe the word "Intersection" should be "interchange". 

We strongly disagree with the statement that responsibility for a 
grade separated interchange in this location will be that of Howard 
County or others than the State. The State's original plan for 
Hd. Rt. 175 Hss always included an interchange at this location. 
Portion of the interchange ramps have already been constructed in 
the southeast quadrant.  If the funds had been available In 1973, 
when the project first w-.jr.t to contract, the project would have 
been fully constructed by the State as planned. We agree, however, 
that recent changes in the overall network plan may negate the 
need for the interchange. 



At the t.ne the or.g.nal Md. Rt. 175 plan was prepared, Snowden 
River Parkwsy was mtended to extend to New Md. Rt. TOO and evenWlv 
to W.lkens Avenue.  Both the Wilkens Avenue extension and Md. Rt ioo' 

N^Hc XT A el,mInat;d ^ the H^^ bounty Genersl Plan and from the 
Needs Study.  Snowden River Parkway now will terminate at Md Rt  108 
It is, therefore, quite possible that the Md. Rt. 175 - Snowden River* 
Parkway mtersect.on will function at an accepiable level of service 
as an at-grade intersection with dual left-turn lanes. 

Raised Median 

The raised median referred to on pages 53 is misleading if It is a 
normal curb.  ihis is easily juried by any vehicle.  It is more 
unsafe than no nedian at all. 

Conclusion 

We reiterate the comments previously furnished to you in our letter ' 
of April 23  1980, and reco^end f-.at the S^ foot rr.edian (Alternate l) 
be adopted because (l) ,it conforms more with the original planning 
of the project, (2) is needed to provide dual left-turns at inter- 
sections, (3) is safer, (M is more aesthetically acceptable, and 
(Si has no sign.f.cant additional impact upon adjacent land uses 
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\   j,    l/.s.y'sr.o'DepartmentolTmnsponation 

\. 7 
• J-^iy    6,  19 61 

RE:      Contract  No.   HO  56.1-101-771 
Maryland.-Route   175 
Froir.  Snowcen   River  Parkway 
To   U.S.   Route   26 

-Mr.   Joseph  Necker,   Jr. 
.'.ssistant   Director  of  Encineerinc 
Tr-e  Howard  Research   and 

Development  Corporation 
10275  Little   Patuxent   Farkwav 
Cclunbia,   Mainland -2104 4 

Dear  Mr.   Keeker: 

you prlU^^hMrifc^^  I^SS ff—  »Mch 

- Items   1  and  2  are obviously  correct. 

- We   accept  your  rationale   in   item  3  and  acree  tha-   tv-P 

project  wxll   enhance   er.ploy.ent   oopcrtunitloc? ^i i^ 
otc,?ct  new  sources   of   revo.ue,   and vill   er'-=--.-*:•-„ 
aoility  of  the  area  to   attr-ct  tourism.         ^   Ulje 

~ Regarding item 4, we will r.view the informal on vou 
.resentec and consider the additional du^r Ir-^t *-"rr 
-ng  lanes   that  you  recorjnend. "        "        " 

"    ^u^cc^ents   in   item  5   do  describe   this  Adm^ni cf ration. „ 
-        earner  concept   for the  juncture  of  Snowcen   ^ --r  P-V

??, 
and Route   175.      Hov:ever;   as  you  indicted"  t?^e have       y 

been  changes   in  the  overall network   olan.     ^ll A-Pr^ 
tration will   no   ic-cer   censrder   ascrpi^  t^^   -c-"      M 

?T • • 
of  extending   Srccden  River  Partway  or  SI  Irt-'^ "'^ 
interchange  at   Route   175. Piov.cmg  an 

"     v-??hmta--  ^gvdtPMr   ^   it^^-      Howeverf   Alternate   2 
clti^n: v-ho   ^r  v-   "5;   ':aS   dC'Velo^d   in   r^.cpense   to  those v-   UJ'-'-   ^-'0   ~CI   \--;J.-O^S   reckons  p^ef^rrf-d   -   Vc--,-  - even  <• o  rh.-,  ^...x-r-.x.   4.v,^ ,.        F - ^ J-'-i--i <-u   <=   J e ? -e i . i-.,ea3. an , 

" "f V- c
:--^^1- tnat a me-cn.an barrier alt-irs-e was 

^ugoGstod. Tne 24 foot corbed rv^di^n ^ s -: - ^-.-: - !* 
-•••ith  our   co?.; en   cr-.tcria which   •.-,--,..- - • r.-.c>^"^-.-"')!' V'"'^ . 

th--n   -so   '-^4-   -•- .  -Li -"••••^s   LiJau  open  meaians SCFS   then   30   fret   in vidth. 

JllO 
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."=   cc  r.zt   cLsbvree vith   the   cc 

:r.iza~-.     Alrer-ate   i   doer   have  the   advantages   that 
con ci us ion   that  vou   rea^;- 

r re • 
if.  vou   icr 

Your   cor. 
a _. T 6 rr, a t s 

ininc  tne  ti-e   =.nc  effort   to  corjr.ent   on  this 
• ts  vi_i  o£   civ-n   serious   cor.si^ — —?•- •! •-,-    -• 

C    co T p/~+- 
our 

\T£ 

Ha_ Kassoff, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Fre liir.inary Er.-oineerino 

KK: crr.s 

cc: Mr 
Mr 
I'.r 

Carl  Raith 
Wnri.   F.   Schneider,   Jr. 
P.ichard   Davis 
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Contract No. no 581-101-771 
Maryland Rcute 175 

Froir. Snowden River Parkway to U.S. Route 29 
Combined Location/Design Public Hearing 

Tuesday, June 16, 19 81 

NAME:     ^/f-QC A      ^J.    ^tij7^/?P/^t.O 

PRINTE        ADDRESS:      .^f/£    A^lT/F/P      A?, t PG * 

CITY/TOWNr^Jj^OAI/I Vf STATE:   /^ P ZIP   CODE: P/^/r- 

-^/^...^il^^coranen^^rj^nqmr^abo^t  the  following  asoe^ts  of" tMs  cro-fe'-t 

£7^ 

. ^    „ ^.^..^^ -^.^..^.j^. QJL. \^t2Jiy_ 

-Sj&iL^^jd&te^—di-4to±^jJ^/jLx/-^^   

I. ^1..] I •-,^ currently en the Mailing List. 

I-..... i  PIr 'e a-'ld nv/our nrrrieK) to t:'.» M^ilinc 1,(3*- 
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L' p -i r ::. r. r   , .or-.P "fl'lC-1* T   ; "2 rTf. •••"• -<   " m 

S'.ir.'i h.r-.'.i.  A;rri--  s:ra:rD' 

rf 

Mr.   : i. -. „ r . 

-"-.-, =       t.'= 1— • 

1:. e.r.r.  vcu   lor 

x.. - i - -. .on  c Msryl^nc ?.r.-jte. 175 will occur, 

;_    - - c. = -'. :icr:, 
c^_s   ..i:^ „._;._..•:-;!_..   ^..-^  c ^^"e:   rj = % -e r.-eerj   curt-iiiec;   m 

-1 r  .r r c _ & !i ~   . j n i\r. i." c*   c r. c  - "s £ — ~~ «r. ^.r"»T  .L. r*:" i. r^ ~ ^ r i r^ c  <"; ^ "^ v 

'.-. :se  cf  the   prefect   is   ar.t; 
co n s ti r"j c t i c r.   ".• r o c;; ^.TIS   c o r: 1 

•cur   r.'rior   to   i^£7.' 
—_• /    —. 

-•eject   is   ippreciated. 

Ver /   truly   yov.rs , 

WIT..   F.   Scr.neicer, Jr.,   Cr:ie: 
Bur-^a'd or   Frcject FlEnnir-g 

Cr=-:"ies   G.~Kaish'"    — " 

v- ; c; . ^ .-i • OS 

•~r\   r; :n 



I     i;Jf • ••.f.;''-:'. .'•."» .   i>^. ...L .,•:.  '    ,- v •-, '•.,..' ,"'••":"'  ','(*.•• ,.' '.'       i ,;'•'"«'.  .-!.   • '-    •, '    '! T*",'". TT"' " '"*•!' »"••••*»-<«- '^'-»*^^t^..^'^^:«:ii!^;A''Xil«iaiS?fe. •4?<r*l' 

• iTATE HIGHWAY ADHINISTHATI;'J 5f 

QUESTIONS 7iKD/OR COMMENTS 

Contract No. HO 581-101-771 
• Maryland Route 175 

From Snowden River Parkway to U.S. Route 29 
Combined Location/Design 'ublic Hearing 

Tuesday, June 16, IS81 

NAME: 
^ „ , _^ Peter ^'- Pbelps 
PijEAaE »rN-M3T?pp 9053 WatcMigte Court 
PRTVT AlJORSbS: Cotumbia, MD   21M5 

CITY/TOWN: STATE: ZIP CODE 

I/We wish  to  oomment or  inquire abc^ut  the  following .a&Pec_ts_of^hi_s_p£n^,--t- 

 til—a—Bix(aJEja>»Lft^gB^-JAL_-X^g    Jg FfeJfS C^LS^ _JDgv^.^opi»u^r 

* 

J^^J,y_^satteL_i!!fi£ft„*^   

*%u~^^^ — 
 ^TEfA^^J^^JiJDiiig.—A^^~~<?<>*!*te^^^   

^if_.ftflw«i^_3^,_J^jai««i:^i»8ft„^^^^  Akmm^mfjk   

-1LI|^.„^TERNATE _2_.MODI|^D_H^_J3J^^__SELTCTto'. 

L1j/J  l  «.s-p. currently on  the Mailing  T.-i.^t. 

r "1 



// 

r* / 
j'. '    *^ 

•\/ 
i -'V 

k • fr,-"* 

h'otfand Dcpartm-nt ofTicnspana-uon 

' (#o 

A*-', r.ijr-.wa.  Acrr.ir, s'.ranon 

J-r.e   30,   1981 

Crntract Kc . HO r ^^ - • r •> _ -77- ,- 
-'•--.rv-ianc Route 175 
Frorr: En owe en p-'ve^ "?>•:  
Tc U.S. Route 29 * 

Mr. Peter Vf. Phelps 
9052 vrarchliaht Court 
r-- T-ia,   Kai-yland     21045 

Tear   Kr.   Phelcs: 

Thank  ycu   for your  corr.er.t 
175   r-rcject.     Your  support   for ~ 7- iterr ate   2,   ^.-J&^.-....   - 
Ta-ar  Drive  to  Dobbin  Read vicirH-v  > =«   " -^^-c-^   ^   "e 

recre rdinc  ou: 

is  been  noted. 

As  you have   indicated,   ^Ite^-^fp   0 ,-o-ii^ 
of  the  existing natural buffer  than /-Ue^te r-r^-^     ?re 
-•-,— J •>. _        .. '-• —1/--|-c-L-'j = i-eiarjcisal 

The   selection  of  an  alternate   for  Location   ^-^-M   ..,M 

:-e_.,-ec   on   engineering   and   envircnr- ,tal   co-c-:/^ZTiri   '':J-1 

v:eil   as   public   cenrents.     You vijl  be  noti ^"^d"'^^ "'-P" '   CS 

se^ecnon  is  rcade   liter  <-h< s '=-.—-^r       ir^"-7        *"""     '*" _   4.i    •      ^    -.   • -j"-6>   ^u...ii,.irr.      Loca-Lion  Apcrcvai   •-' <= anticipated  m  early   1982. ^Pi-ovaj.  ^s 

^.-c,^!:2?l::hJhr:"e   £re   no   funds   PrG£'   ntly   allocated   fo- 
c,..Suau,,^Gn  of  tms   pro3ect  in  the  r ^artr^nt  of  "-tZ—- 
tatxen's   1981-1986  Consclid.ted  Transportation  1^1^- 
une  ^d.    I/}  project   is   a. cannidats   for  incl^on'in"-'•'„-*   ' 
construction programs   as   funds  become  available. 

Thank you  for  your  interest  in  this  project. 

Very   truly yours, 

Vvrr.   P.   Schneider,   Jr.,   Chief 

•••>i b :(•.:,•;: .;:s 

cureau  of  Project  Planniro 

Cr;-;-. i-jes   G.   r^Ish ""         



$& bm§ Rmzfo €@mm<^f Amexsmn Im, D^g, 
^1 /zs- 

& I 8775 Cloudleop Court • Columbia, Maryland 21045 
301/73C-8113 

. June 19, 198I 

Carl E. Raith 
State Hig^.say Ad-;inistration 
.Qf.f.ice .of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 
Box 717 •• ' 
Ealtlmore, Hd. 21203 

Dear Mr. Raith, 

The Long Reach Board of Directors, representing the 11,000 people of the 
Village of Long Reach, is retracting its approval of the widening of Route 
' / ? • 

This is to restate o-r public statenent Tade June 16, I.98I at Jeffers Hill 
Elt-.entary School, during your Public Hearing on the Location and Design 
of this project. 

We will not even consider the widening of this major route through our 
village until such time as we rave been premised a pedestrian ove-pass at 
the intersection of Route 175 ar.d Tamar Drive. 

You ipust understand that this road-already bisects our conrnunity ,nd by 
widening it you create an impossible situa ion for our citizens.. We must 
insist on the building of a pedestrian ove.pass to keep our comrr.unlty intact, 

Sincerely, 

t^ncy Ko^raba, Board ^AiT,ber 

".-..•'i-'g P;i?ch Vi i lace Scar 

NK/sd 

>.•"' r.l r,r! 



•    i'y. 

tfatylandDepartment of Tlanspoitiiiion 
a'.e Highway Ad.Tiinlsifa'.ion 

?/ 

62- 
Jimss i. C'Donneli 

M. S CsitfMtr 

June  30,   1981 

RE:  Contract Ko. HO 581-101-771 
Karyland Route 175 
jf^om Snowd'en River Psrkwav 
to U.S. Route 29 

Ms. Nancy Kotraba 
Long Reach Village Board 
Long Reach Ccmnvtinity Association, Ii.c. 
87 75 Cloudleap Court ' "" '    * 
Coinjnbia, Karyland  21045 

Dear >;s. Kotraba: 

The Bureau of Project Planning has been reoussted bv 
District Engineer Carl Rai-bh to rssoond to your'june 19/ 
1981 letter to Mr. Raith regarding a pedestrian cve-pa-U 
at Mar\'land Route 175 and Tar.ar Drive. 

The Project Planning Team which has been responsible 
for the development of the Route 175 study is currently 
reviewing several aspects of the State Kich\ 11,3 gnv ay Admina s t ra t ion's 
presentation  at  x. 
0131 j. O '.'.'.<    HOr   DC S 5 :. 1. ••._ e    » ci»>. 

of the experimental 
of a pedestrian overpass.  All corjrsents received during 
:.ne public hearing process are also being .reviewed.  Follovincr 

t  oi-e 16 public hearing, includinc ...^ 
.a ^rrhooi bouncary changes, the continue* ion 

us service, and the'estir.ated cost 

review, the FroT^-ct Planning tea^ will co nvene 
cormulate  a study   reoo. uren^ation  to be  presented 
"administrator Cal •.-.rider's   approval. 

Pleese  understand   that we  do  appreciate  the  concern 
of the   Long  Reach  cvirrunity   for  a  pe^estrUn  overpass.' 
However,   unless   the  Project  Planning Teazn uncovers  signifi- 
c-nt  new  iiifcr/r.ation  to  support  the  need  for  a  peoestrlan 
overpe-js, the  teara  rocorxiendation will  not  include  a  prouosal 
that   the  State Hichw-iy Administration construct a o-Jas^rTan 
or^.r.r^s   at  T--.-.3r Drive.     Such  a  decision would not preclude 

u:. cy 
cian 'acili tv. 

•.;;:r,"..iig .iesp< .ri.iLy   xor constructincn -he 

•.;.:•:'• t .ViCT-.vr \>,. .1?.-S 



cc:  Mr. Carl Raith 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Thomas Cioonah 
Mr. Richard Davis 

.'*S-^..l«-:.- 

*z &3 

Ms.   Nancy Kotraba 
Page Two   (2) 
June   30,   1981 

Very  truly  yours, 

V'm.   F.   Schneider,   Jr.,   Chief 
Bureau  of 'Projec-   Plannina 

Cr:ar].es   G.   v.'alsh 
? r c j e ct  K a n e c e r 

WFS : CGV:: ds 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRAT1 , ^ T- '^^ 

Ql-ESTION'S AND/OR COMMENTS 

Cor. tLrac'   K HO 5e:--ic:-77i 
M s >-\- ;. a n c   Route  175 

.rom Sr.owcen   Raver  Parkway  to  U.S.   Route  29 
Comomec   Location/Design  Public   Hearirc 

Tuesday,   Jur.e   16,   1961 

NAME: 

PLEASE 
PRINT ADDRESS: 

CITY/TOWN :'--••--••••.-  - • -   •  qr i -F • ^IP CODE: 

JiZ!iL.?^iJ^l_gOE?glli^ the following aspects^^rh. s oro c— r -1  
_r e 

The  K^rr:— »•' c  '^,t 

• "•""•. /.'e  v;C'Ul~.   ."•.rv;ever .   =~^~    r&*~.=. = -   -••. 
.er  re.T.-ri'.;   ao  various   pur.lic  hearinc c    r-.r,    ^ -Ire .      "i 7 c. ^  ^te.   175,   supperzinc   the 

I'-iils   eric  Lona  Re 
e destrier,   cr^s-i'--"'^ •   =-•—- >--- -~^.-- - - -    -•„,    _     •  •   ."'"7"*   "'r-   ^-^---'---S,   ^are 

^.^i4^.2,2^il.^,^^lt_our_frecuen.   comment   that   ^hazever   terocrai-v 
Vr!:^^   L'"Vvf:„;^C7_.::"   ->r:v-    -"-=   sar~zy  or   Rze.   i . ^  ur.zil  ET^i'^Fu^^^n 
-2-.-^^^^L_.,.L^z-ril^J^_.i_:_^ii£Lr^^r.Jl^i,-e  r5"e   should  be  pursued with  dili-enoe. 

'ary C.   Lorsunc 

ExeruLive  Director 

>.rperT3~C?iozce  t^omnvanfl:Y' 
'Association 

l.t.'.J  I   ^^ currently  on   the  Mailing  List. 

1-.      J Fl":i--e  add  my/our   na. -.•? (s) • to  the  MaiMna   T-ist. 



V ^ 

Marytand Department of Transportation iir.ii 1 O'Dcnnell 
:e:e t-.-gh^av Aa~. ~ .••ei.on 

) 
.J-ne   26,   19&1 Mc c?,.r|1.er 

A:-..r::-.-i;a: 

P^:      Co-tract   Ko.   KO   5g:-10i-77I   N 
Ks ry 1 aj-i d   Route   175 
~r_,m Sna«'den   Fiver  Farfcvay 
Tc  U.S..   Route   2 9 

to.   Mary C.   Lorsunc,   Executive  Dirt rtor ' 
Harper's   Choice   CoiT-unity  Associotion . 
Kahler  Hall  -   Joseph   Square 
Columbia,   Maryland*21044 

Dear  Ms.   Lorsunc: 

Thank  you   for  your  cor.-.er.ts   on  behalf of  the  Harper •«   c-oi — 
Community Association   concerning  our  Maryland  .Route  175  prciec* 
Tms  Acsramstration   shares  your  concern   for  the  need  o'  et-Si^lo-s 
xmprcyenents  tc  Pcute   175  with  cue    :onsideration   tc  the  conc^ns 
or  acTacent  coruT.unaties.     Although    "uncs   for  the   Karv^a^d  ?~uZe   175 
pro3ect   are  not   included   in the  Mar;land  Department  of  Tra-^rta- 
tion's  current   (1981-S6)   Construction  Proarasn,   th-   oro^ec^   ft 
included in the  Department's Develo.jn.ent  and Evaluatior/pricram  as 
a  potential  candidate   for   future  construction  programs  as   fGndina 
becomes   available. -i^j..,y 

rr.ea 
In  line with  your  closing  coinnent  regardino  possible t»~-»or?rv 

SU.r8S-pri0r  t0 ''T'a^0r  ircprcye-.ents  to Maryland   175,   an   interim 
i^iOvt:^nt   for  the   intersection   of  Maryland   175   ard  Thunder  Hin 
xoad  is   currently   m   the  Design  Phare  with  cons^ -urf ion   o-o^s-c" 
for  the   fall  of   1981.      This   improve: entf   which   is'bc^a  ^Z^Lr, 
jointly by  the  State  Highway Afinini- tration   and  KowardVountv"  will 
facilitate   traffic  ^ver-ent  through  the   intersection  bv   re^ovina 
two  of tne  existing  traffic  islands   and  rodifying  the V£^a;ni  " "two   tn 
provide an  additional  lane both  eastbound and westbound on'Vute 

T. Your Viilage  Board's   continued   support   for  improvements   to 
Maryland Route   1/5   is   appreciated. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Wm.   F.   Schneider,  Jr.,   chief 
Bureau of  Project   Planning 

by:      J*%A^//Ss  V' jf/l£/./ 
Charlcs   G. • Ka1sh " "  
Project  Manacer 

v.-I'S : CGA : cr-S 

Mr.   Carl   E.   F.aith   (v/.ht tach. ) 
i".  <.'.•. , i.. -,. ,  ....... r •-: n .. i i - o 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

Contract  No.   HO   531-101-771 
Maryland   Route   175 

rron  Snowder   River  Parkway   to  U.S.   Route   29 
Cortbinea  Location/Design  Public Hearinc 

Tuesday,   June   16,   19 81 

l^[fi     Is-i- 

^•lyr .    -T-S^'? 

PRINT"      ADDRESS ' ^L^^LlualuLljJ^L^ '     ~~    • 

C:TY/TOWK:(2i/ujl1iaiA__STA7 ".•. jC^ .ZIP^CODE : J^^" 
I."^  wish   to  corriir.erit  e*g=--/'s^^-~i5frp   =Kr,nf   t-v^   ^^.i i  -_.jL;i=:-.'^g:-.<"-»^g- aP0^j-._.,tn_5_jcoljowi ^25_g?r-ects  of  tMs  -c-'-^-sct 

Xi 

-Lt 

^.TJ^NATJ^J^qpjJ^im_HAS_BEEN  SELECTED. 

Ll'^J   I   ^^  currently   on   tr a   Miv lines   Lipt-. 

^ ^   P'e?;e  ^fjd  ray/our   n;5rlS(S)    to   t:,a   r.'ailiro   List 



STATE HIGHWAY ADMIN I STRATI^ 

QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

^7 '*_: 

Contract No. HO 581-101-77: 
Mfl—v'l a- y^ar.c Route 175 

Froir, Snowderi River Parkway to U.S. Rout* 29 
Combined Location/Design Public Kearinc 

Tuesday, June 16, 19 61 

PLEASE 
PRINT 

NAME 

ADDRESS: 

t, 2lJlVL.Mll. 
'-ML   '^'fi rff W fJ? 

: ITY/TOWN :   r O-'J^ jt/ft STATE K/? 2tp CODE 

-Ii^-^iiil.lg_.££E!lgIlL^£,.Ajl^ire about the following aspects of -Jni s pr--,.e< 

 _^£] WQ?*/     (KT,   !7S^    TT).   ;/>-  /y>;^  ~r^ 

Mj-f&fiWc. CM£^- ffi>i',m   /)/iiuf u,^ c /T fro** t.rif 
JP—.&ll't ^ £9J*J±LJbLi rTE/y, ,^/-/r^.    ^^^^r"-^^^ 

JL/I^AJ. L^/S. iAlilT_. t.!i2..^J^JJ£_ C_ ?_ YMA I   ^M-rr'c  /s 
LKlTj&„3ldTJl^l*& ?£?£L-^L1Z1^^ ZI~ 
ilL_ Co. t-ftt. r    ^A^A^ldL  

-ALTERNATE---2-.^10DXE.IED_.JiA£_.Bj:£JS_.SELECTED. 

   Z _   

l>_.. J ^ ^'^ currently on 

C.."l Please add ny/our 

'.e Mailing Li.?.t. 

i.me(5} co tv^ Mailing List 



r 

" / 

FSsrfiznd Dep^nmsniQ; irs:.; pjrtstton 
ij" Ac,   t-~~  • •yetigr. 

?7 4>^ 

Ji-s: J  '.Trr-tll 
it:-! .-, 

~u:-,e   26,    15 SI 

Contract  No.   HO 
-''^-~y_inc  Route   175 

:-.-! Jl- / /. 

" r    T •    C 

fete  Wat-rloc  Roao 
Colu~±).ia.f   .'-dryland  210 4 5    , 

ar  Kr.   and  Mrs.   Gr li • 

uha.-J;  you   for your  ccr^r.er, 
t:on   ci   ::=rvl ^nc  ?.•: :a   175.      : 

.'^I-cted. 

.s   :.r.   sut-oort   of  the  proo-'^e^ 

.£y v.-fll  be  ta}:en   into   corsido i on 

v 6i y   -ri:±y  yours, 

Vrn.   F.   Schneider,   Jr.,   Chief 
?.• ai : :LU  CI   Project .Flannina 

u 7' tr/-'.* 
'CM  ~les   G 
i-X'G 

ZTL \..t:'-<.^'-.-:-::.z"<^ 
Vrrlsh 

:C'o;\ rcr.-.s 

—    /,,/---,.:h.) •en   ^•//i-rv.-c: 



?8 

STATE HIGHWAY•ADMINISTRATION 

QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

iff, 2-/ 

Contract  No.   HO   581-101-771 
,  Maryland   Route   175 

Frons Snowden  River Parkway   to  U.S.   Route   29 
^om^nea   Location/Desicn  Public  Hearin- 

Tuesaay,   June   15,   1981 3 

NAME Q. Ai.  bjtaicr 
P LEA5E 
PRINT £M5o-      ft.ipo    'D^OE'     t 

: ITY. TOWN :  C 6 e-U fo W t A STATE frtft 
ZIP   CODE:     ^»OHM 

I/Ke wish  to  cormr.ent -0^yi2H^_^boutL_^e_jEo2^^^^ 

TH i ^      k r c-HtaA^      is"   F ^^ cfre^KTc    ^ H^l 
^/,vaiSSiff;s*y:-1v--r-^~-~Tri 

•''C»RSI 

^     K^esT^tAMr    oft.     ^\K^]3LTt 

I^B'^C      IT      FfcA      (UoTfc^ff"' 
tSii&JS^^^'^^-t' 

^v<f eeu~ Kuie^,"";""" qy     \T>   """ICFCn7|" 

fe u i v &       A i TG P t^ Tr "  o M r : ! 

*F     ^CMr    fecoT 

ll^% _   Hu ^u^        A6AJ• irfisiC4 Ti^""i" ~ '41 fITfk ""'vt J   ?v 

.^.^.fTZF^Hj^1 ^f.~M»c '~~ru^^^; 
a 

L•-J  I   sm  cuirently  on   the  .Mailing  List. 

L—J  Ple^rre   ^idd  nsy/our   n-ne(3)    to   t   ^   yaiMno   List. 

^— 



\   ^ .\y"\\     ^^ndDBpsKmentofTransponstion 

^^ -/O 

.S-c't'.ary 

W.. S. Callri^r 
Acr.in.'j'rt iu* 

June  26,   iS-ei 

RE:     Contract  No.   KO  5E1-101-771 
Maryland Route 175 
From Snowden  River Parkway 
To U.S.   Route  29 

Mr. Otis M. Drake 
5450 Fine Dove Lane 
Colu-bia, Mar\'land 21C44 

Dear Mr. Drake: * 

Thank you  for your cominents  regarding the o-coos^rf A•na- 
tion of Maryland Route 175.     Your  support9of AU^atf 1 ^ "0" 
been noted and will be considered   ,hen an alterna^ is selected. 

Very  truly yours, 

Km.   F.   Schneider,   Jr. ,   Chief 
Bureau of Project  Planning 

Charles G.  Walsh 
Project Manaqer 

^^_ 

WFSrCGVv.-cms 1 

cc:     Mr.   Carl Raith     (w/attach.)- 

Vy teliphcr: r^'tri. jr i: '\.55jJ(JL38_ 



.-  r.v.'v  f- 

May. 15,   1981 

7/ 

ED 

Mr.   M.   S.   Caltrider 
State Highway Administrator 
Maryland Department of Transportation ^   i    -     .    -^U,.- 

Baltimore, MD 21203 

Subject:  Expansion of Marvland Route 17^ f-r•   c 
^J^L^<^le_2l___ fr0ir' Snovden River Parlrway 

Dear Sir: 

Please adopt Alternar^ 1 n-p f^-^ ^ 
P^ ^-n-crnate l o± the expansion proposal. 

out to environment^i^^^^^e-^^^-e th^.t.t. sold 

coffin of an altogether u„i^r*^*e«Jt
S2t J',^,^^'" » '"» 

.Inn?r.t"th,.i.t^1,•
do^^ filJ?" ",ich P—s birds and 

Sincerely, 

Otis M. Drake 
S4 50 Ring Dove Lane 
Columbia, .MD  21044 

The selected alternate, 2 Modified, would improve the safety 
of existing Maryland Route 175. 



1      MsqlandDepaamentofTrdnsportahon J 
\-~ 

^P Ji.-ts J. C'Oonnell 
• frH^wav Atl.-r.ini&trajion -•::rtta7 

~-l KASI l:-.n:stri'.o' 

RE:     Contract  No.   HO  581-101   N 
-Maryland  Route  175 '      • 
Front Snowden  River ParVv-av 
U.S.   Route  29 

Mr.   Otis  M.   Drake 
545C   Ring  Dove  Lane 
Columbia,   Maryland     21044 

Dear Mr. .Drake: 

Thank you  for vour Mav  15     icpi   lo*.^- 
Maryland _ Route  175  project:   lour' support of ^V^^ 
1  expansion proposal has  been noted. Alternate 

Because  this   Admin-i st"-Mnn   •; -   Jl^,.,.-     ^  ^ 
possible adverse  econor.T;    social   -J I       ed  t0  ln£Ure  th5t 

are  fully considered Iw *U  aU^r^^ef  tt^TS*1 effectS 

can be a  frustratino  experience  for  Jill  f*5^ Process 
primarily  concerned "with  llTe^ llL^7 of  ^T^ ^ &^ 
be  assured that .any of your cUS."^^.JSi^ vS^Jad 

in  the  cafeteria  of   the  Je^fers   Mill   S?        \ afc   7:30  p-m' 
is   located at  6000  Tamar  DrJve      In  K?^,^  Sch001 which 

invited to attend  this  hearingand^ese"^^^^:  ^ 

^,-!HYOU^nfn^ haS  been  £d5ed  to  the  Kervland   175  n^ect 
of   Jiif  studv111 ^V"^  ^  kGe? ^U   informed  of t^J^^^,s 

to you during  the week of jine  5,   ifsi       Hearing W:L11
 

be sent 

Thank you for your interest in this  project. 

Very  truly yours, 

• M.   S.  CaltricTer 
MSCrdF. State Highway  Administrator 
cc:     Mr.   Hal   Kassoff 

Mr.   Carl   Raith ^^ 
h'r.   Win.   F.   Schneioer,   Jr.iS^ 

j »*j t-:r;; :r.t r^.li; ij.. ^?lL.._.055rmo 

.:  .      . f.O  f-'j^  ?•>?/ ?'7t;- -;• ,-,-•.„.   c.    -•..-    ,,      ,      ,..   ^„' 



THOMAS G. HARRIS. JR. 

3? 73 

JFFICE OF PLANNING & ZONING OF HOWARD COUNTY 
GEORGE HOWARD BUfL-DJNG 

3430 COJR- HOUSE ORrVE. Z^UOOTT CITY. IWAR^LANC 21 043 

July 2, 1981 

Kr. Hal Kassoff, Director 
Office of Fiaiming and Preliminary Engineering 
State Righvay Administration 
300 West Preston Street 
Baltinore, Karj-land  21201 

DrVtSON Or UAND DEVELOPMENT 
AND ZONING ADMINISTRATION 

OrV'SlON OP COMPREHENSIVE AND 
TfiANS»ORTATION PLANNING 

B02-2337 

•SKF^VED 
^(/i       « «• m 

Dear Wr. Kassoff: 

1165 Maryland Route 175 Environ^nra1 Assessment 

The^Maryland Route 175 Environmental Assessment for improvement* m t-h* 
roaaway between U.S. Route 29 and Snowden River Parlay ^T^eTT^e6hl 
this  office and consents have been coordinated with the Department 6ft^i- 
.crks.  In general, the Environmental Assessment reoort is accept b^e IZ^e 
alternataves are presented and analyzed in a straight forward ^^ rre^e 
*re, however, some cements and corrections that should be made. 

One. basic comment refers to the bikelsne which presently exi^tc•• »i^ 
Maryland Route 175 but would be eliminated if the proj^ed imjrov Ln ffre 
realized. Since the new Haryland Route 175 cross section wil^oot W a 
bx^eway ancorporated in it, a schematic plan should be include vhiTLiA 

'•?'  ?!iPf? Conf::-Gerln8 the Public's concerns regarding pede^tri^ ^" 
*lso, with the predated population, increase, one might eJpict a si^T^ 
increase in bicycle use. , :  . CAi-c'-«- <* sxinaiar 

The 'follwing •correction^'^r'.revisions should also be made:' 

. Page 17, (second lir.e from the bottcm) spelling of "complexes", 

.* "llsiS^r01*- ;line 0f S^0-eco«^ic Secti.^) "199300" ^^ld be 

.• P«ge 2it   (second sentence^f • Socio-economic' S-rt <.-»)' ^.v^lri ^--V •-., 
' March .1980,; the Hc-ard ^County popula, ion was. ns^^.''        ': "^ 

?age ^••"•J-:i'^t->
sf»*£n.ce);V?ulation in the viefnitv' of 2.75, tt   • - 

•vicinitv  should be idr-a-ifie-d 
Mar- 
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£    Mr.   Hal Kassoff 

ML' Route  175 Er.\ r-ir.tal  Assessment 

July 2, 2 982 

Page 21, Table 1 should be revised as fellows: 

Howard County Population Total Er.plcyment 

1970 
- 1980 

1980-1980 Growth 
1995 

1980-1995 Growth 

62,39A 

116,4*3 
90S 

195,024 
65% 

22 ,100 
45 ,000 

117% 
79 ,300 

65% 

Page 21, Table 1 - (Source) 1980 Census Figures, PreliEinary 

Page 24, (first Paragraph) Howard County's median income for 1980 is 
$28,171. 

Page 24, (third paragraph) 14.5% of the population is minority. 

Page 24, (second sentence) should read "The pattern of existing 
zoning • ." instead of land use. 

Page 25, (sixth line) "industrial" park should be "business." 

Page 25, (eleventh line) "Dobbins Road" should be "Dobbin Road." 

Page 25, (second paragraph) Guilford Downs is not part of Columbia 
and Thunder Hill Road should be "Thm:der Hill." 

Page 27, (bottoffi line) spelling of "tinnews." 

Page 38, shouldn't the portion bf Snowden River Parkway between MD 
175 and MD 108 be shown? 

Page 55, the page number of Appendix B is missing. 

Page 55, the spelling of "Thunder" Hill Road. 

Page 61, typing error - "Forbll.eways" should be "for bikeways." 

Page 70, typing error, spelling of "cedian" (fourth line down in 
'"Under Alternatives Land"). Also, shouldn't "worst cast" be "worst 
case? 



~?</ rr 

f.o-jte  i/j £~virona=r!tal  Assessnent 

-2- 
fuiy 2, :9£: 

v 

•   ?aee   81. (seconc   line  froc. bo-toir)   sael^ne o*  "----^^^       •     .. 

.Page 85, (third  lire  from hottote)  spelling of  "efficiently". 

.   Fags  Be, (seventr  line)   spelling of "operations". 

.   --Ege  E:E, {ter.tr,  line)   spelling of  "Vashinston". 

The Departnent  of Public Works and this offi 
Alternative  1.     Th 
County  plans 

If vou h 

-iity t}-pe anc" nusiber of 
ice concur in support of 

are conducive tc Howard 

I- you have any questions concerning the above nl££S£ ?-*•;   .v- ~. 
your cor.venience. ' pltcSc c^-1 tr.is offi 

TGH,JR./e " '•*»•.. _ 
cc: J. Hugh Kichois--^ 

George F. Neimeyer 
Amar S. Bandel 
File: 10-224 

ce 

Sincerely yours. 

•vu 

Thomas G. Harris, Jr. 
Director 

•J? 7 



THOMAS G. HARRIS. JR. 
DIRECTOR 
992-2350 

OFFICE OF PLANNING & ZONING OF HOWARD COUNTY 
GEORGE HOWARD BUILDING 

3430 COURT HOUSE DRIVE. ELLICOTT CITY. MARYLAND 21043 

35 ""ftJb. ^4/^^^, 
DIVISION OF LAND DEVELOPMENT 

AND ZONING ADMINISTRATION 
JOHN W. MUSSELMAN. CHIEF 

002-2393 

DIVISION OF COMPREHENSIVE AND 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 

AMAR S. BANOEL. CHIEF 
S92-2397 

A? I 
<%#•& 

\V 7 
July 8, 1981 

Mr. Hal Kassoff, Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
300 West Preston Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

Re: Maryland Route 175 Environmental Assessment 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

With reference to my letter of July 2, 1981, please correct an 
error that appears at the top of page 2 in Table 1 concerning the growth 
rate between the years 1970 and 1980, as follows: 

Howard County 

1970-1980 Growth 

Population 

90% 

Total Employment 

117% 

If you have any questions concerning the above correction, please 
call this office at your convenience. 

TGH,Jr.:st 

cc:  J. Hugh Nichols 
George F. Neimeyer 
Amar S. Bandel 
File 10.22A 

Sincerely yours, 

Thomas G. Harris, Jr 



^   MsryfandDepartment of rrdnsportdtion 
«   "    Ssaie Highway AC-r.inistfaUor* 

July 13,  1981 

3fc 77 
i*me$ /. CCcanell 

..RE:  Contract No. KO 581-101-771 
•, •' Maryland Route 175 

Tro-m  Snowden River Pa-Vw^v 
To U.S. Route 2S    "'  - 

Mr Thomas G. Karris, 3x.,  Director 
Office of Planning & Zoning, of Howard Co 
George Howard Buildinc       ^o^rc Co. 
34 30 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, .Maryland 21043 

Dear Mr. Harris: 

to KaSS/Sute^rLS^'^ *$** T^ j^—nt 
mental  Assessment.     We  antir'-^ £Cfne5!fcs  0n the Environ- 
Atoinistration will   clnSr  Jvjff.f'^  th€  Feder£l  Highu-sy 
no significant impact.     if thl£ ^%h!sessr"ent has  found 
be  required to correct or' revise ^tr-ZT*' "* Wil1 not 

i»r.t  itself.     We will, however    cireuf^i^^'^i^1 ^ess- 
the docujT;ent.     This  addPnfl«m f-  Clrculate ^  addendum to 
as   a FONSI   (Finding tt ToTiontfTclLli^i^1^ knOVn 

include comment.  rSceiveS ZnTnt^?pSfif LSI?11 

SLSiS/•  COnSide-d i»  thi  deter^tCioHroTa9 ffi^ 

Regarding your basic coirment  concerni no <-KA     ,.   . 
of the existing bikelane, ve  feel S^Si^is a S«"17?Jion 

safety measure to separate motor veM^les   f• i d?"rable 
area where an alternative Class  1  c^J!   f5?^ traffic in an 
1"=200'  scale mapDing of the ILL  ?t v   * b^kePath exists. 
through the Colurfbia^foS^",^ IfsVJ?  K*^1^* 
transpose into the EnvironmentS A^essnen?    C^er90B« to 
because of funding  cons train fs    the dfi*???-1 •   Mo5eover' 
anticipated for several ySrsf knA tht       •   f •10n aS  not 

bikelane is expected to Jr^-in ?«     4 fisting parallel 
The Class  1 bi>,epaSh Sy'SSfbfe^SSd'bv^^ ti"e* 
the parallel bikelane  is  elimirated       T»  -   Y ^^ 
proposed duali2ation  does prSvi'S ^ o-n^L^f"*'  tl3e 

section with  full  shoulders  for Jh?^^ni?JSX^ ^P1"! 
to use it.   , th0:se ^dists who wish 

HK:ds 
cc:     Mr. -Carl  Rci t;h 

«':n.. F. •.r.ntic ^r, 

^ery  truly yoxirs,// 

Hal,Kassoff,   Director 
•03 f ice of  Planning jvrid 
Ireland nary   rngircerinc 

)   0:;.2- 


