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I. RECORD OF DECISION 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

& 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

November 1, 1989 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

C^\ 
fjMjv 

RE: 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/Maryland Route 185 
Interchange Reconstruction 
PDMS No. 151114 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR ADMINISTRATOR'S APPROVAL 

The Project Planning Division has completed project planning 
studies for the I-495/Connecticut Avenue interchange, specifi- 
cally the ramp from northbound Connecticut Avenue (now via 
Kensington Parkway) to eastbound Beltway 1-495. 

These studies have concluded that the Build Alternative, 
consisting of the relocation of this ramp from Kensington Parkway 
to Connecticut Avenue with modifications, is the preferred 
alternative.  This recommendation is shown in the attached 
report. 

The recommended alternative was presented at a Combined 
Location/Design Public Hearing on November 16, 1987.  Subsequent 
to the Hearing, SHA representatives presented this project to the 
Montgomery County Planning Board on several different occasions, 
each of which provided the public an additional opportunity for 
offering comments.  This project recommendation is supported by 
the Planning Board and the Montgomery County Delegation. 

Neighborhoods along Kensington Parkway support the Build 
Alternative because of the relief it offers from interstate 
traffic on their residential street; neighborhoods along 
Connecticut Avenue support the No-Build Alternative because of 
the increased vehicular and truck traffic which will result from 
relocating the ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue. 

1-1 

My telephone number is (301)- 
333-1110 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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There are no significant environmental impacts associated 
with this project.  To the extent feasible, all improvements in 
conjunction with the ramp relocation project will be made within 
existing State Highway Administration right-of-way and within 
existing curbs wherever possible.  At such point that the project 
may move toward construction, we will consider requests from the 
owners of the four residences on the east side of Connecticut 
Avenue between Jones Bridge Road and the Beltway interchange, 
whose only access is onto Connecticut Avenue, to have their 
residences purchased at fair market value.  The purchases would 
be on a purely voluntary basis and would not include any 
reimbursement for relocation expenses.  Noise walls or berms are 
not recommended for the project.  Landscaping will be included in 
the final design of the project. 

The current cost estimate for this project is $3.75 million 
for the interchange and other associated construction items. 

The attached Team Recommendation Report has received the 
concurrence of the Project Planning Team.  We do not believe that 
a formal recommendation meeting is required, therefore, we are 
requesting your concurrence on the contents of this report and 
selection of the Build Alternative. 

I concur with the team recommendation and hereby select the 
Build Alternative for the reconstruction of the I-495/Connecticut 
Avenue interchange. \^ 

CONCURRENCE 

Hal K'assoff 
Administrator 

NJP/ih Jf 

cc:  Distribution List 
Mr. Bob B. Myers 
Mr. Robert D. Douglass 
Mr. Earle S. Freedman 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Mr. James K. Gatley 
Mr. Anthony M. Capizzi 

Mr, 
Mr. 
Ms. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Ms. 
Mr. 

Date 

Thomas Hicks 
John Bruck 
Angela Hawkins 
John H. Grauer 
Charles Adams 
Cynthia D. Simpson 
Robert J. Finck 

/A 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 495/MARYLAND ROUTE 185 

INTERCHANGE RECONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT NO. M 600-101-370 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

II.  SUMMARY & COMPARISON OF ALTERNATIVES 

Decision bv State Highway Administration 

• The State Highway Administration (SHA) has decided to seek 
Location Approval for the relocation of the northbound to 
eastbound 1-495 ramp in the Connecticut Avenue/Capital 
Beltway interchange from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue (see Figure S-l). This action will remove all 
Interstate ramp traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

• At the time the Beltway was originally built, ramp 
connections to Kensington Parkway were constructed as a 
compromise due to adjacent residential development and 
Rock Creek Park. In recognition of the inapproprlateness 
of a major Interstate ramp connection onto a residential 
neighborhood street, the State Highway Administration in 
1981 removed the off-ramp connection with a direct ramp 
connection to Connecticut Avenue. The current decision 
by SHA will result in the removal of the other major 
Beltway ramp movement that was required to use Kensington 
Parkway. 

Description of Selected Build Alternative 
(see Figure 1 and Section III B) 

• Construct left turn Ramp Bl, relocate EB 1-495 to NB 
Connecticut Avenue traffic to Ramp Bl, and close loop Ramp 
C. Signalize intersection with Connecticut Avenue (2- 
phase signal). 

• Construct Ramp N-E, relocate NB Connecticut Avenue (via 
Kensington Parkway) to EB 1-495 traffic onto Ramp N-E, and 
close Ramp H. 

• OPTION B    The design of the EB 1-495 to SB Connecticut 
Avenue Ramp B connection will be reviewed to 
determine if a modified connection can be 
made to reduce traffic speed and provide an 
improved merge onto SB Connecticut Avenue. 
These modifications would be constructed 
within existing right-of-way and would result 
in the beneficial impact of shifting ramp 
traffic further away from residential areas. 

II-l 



Actions to Address Concerns Raised Through the study Process 

1. To the extent feasible, all improvements in conjunction 
with the ramp relocation project will be made within 
existing State Highway Administration (SHA) rights-of- 
way and within existing curbs wherever possible. Based 
upon the existing level of analysis, no additional right- 
of-way is expected to be required for the improvements. 

2. A landscaping plan for the Connecticut Avenue median and 
other areas within the project limits will be developed 
and incorporated into the construction project. 

3. At such point that the project may move toward construc- 
tion, SHA will consider requests from the owners of the 
four residences on the east side of Connecticut Avenue 
between Jones Bridge Road and the Beltway interchange 
whose only access is onto Connecticut Avenue (house 
numbers 8905, 8907, 8909 and 8911) to have their resi- 
dences purchased at fair market value. The purchases 
would be on a purely voluntary basis and would not 
include any reimbursement for relocation expenses. 

4. When the project enters the design phase, SHA will 
investigate the feasibility, cost, and impact of con- 
structing a sidewalk along the east side of Connecticut 
Avenue. Based upon the existing level of analysis, if 
the sidewalk is constructed it could be constructed 
within the existing right-of-way. Coordination with the 
County and adjacent property owners will be made before 
making a decision on whether or not to construct such a 
sidewalk. 

5. A raised median will be retained along Connecticut Avenue 
between Jones Bridge Road and the 1-495 Beltway inter- 
change. This median will accommodate median plantings 
and northbound left turns into Woodlawn Road. 

6. All existing traffic movements will be retained in the 
existing Jones Bridge Road/Connecticut Avenue/Kensington 
Parkway intersection, including the Kensington Parkway 
leg. SB Connecticut Avenue traffic lanes will be shifted 
to use the abandoned left turn lanes and provide three 
SB through lanes and a SB right turn into WB Jones Bridge 
Road. 

7. SHA will request that Montgomery County consider install- 
ing a traffic signal at the intersection of Spring Valley 
Road and Jones Bridge Road. This traffic signal would 
be coordinated with the signal at Connecticut Avenue and 
Jones Bridge Road and would be installed in order to 
facilitate movements out of the Chevy Chase Valley 
community. 

8. Other than normal maintenance or safety improvements, no 
widening is planned on Connecticut Avenue south of Jones 
Bridge Road. 

11-2 
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1-495 (CAPITAL BELTWAY) & 
CONNECTICUT AVENUE INTERCHANGE 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Table S: SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES 

December, 1989 
RK&K 

COMBINED LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING OPTIONS A THRU G 

COMPARISON FACTOR 

1. Socio-Economic Impacts 

a. Properties Affected 

b. Private Residential 
Property Required 

c. Residences Displaced 

d. Businesses Displaced 

No- 
Build 
Alt. 

Build 
Alt. 

2-1ane connection 
from Kensington 
Pkwy. to Conn.Ave. 
(westbound only) 

1 

0.4 ac. 

1 

(dentist's office 
at above resid.) 

B 

Ramp B & double 
right turn & 
Conn. Ave. 

NB Conn. Ave. 
to EB 1-495 
via left 
turn to Ramp D 

7 

0.2 ac. 

4th lane 
Southbound 
along 
Conn. Ave. 

10 

0.3 ac. 

4th lane 
Northbound 
along 
Conn. Ave. 

12 

0.4 ac. 

Driveway 
mitigation 
along NB 
Conn. Ave. 

10 

0.3 ac. 

Reconstruct 
Conn. Ave./ 
Oones Bridge Road/ 
Kensington Pkwy. 
intersection 

2 

1.9 ac. 

Selected 

Build 

Alternative 

0 

0 

0 
(see note 3 page II-2) 

0 

2. Woodlands Required 0.1 ac. 0.2 ac. 0.8 ac. 0.1 ac. 

3. Year 2010 Level of Traffic Service, (ranging from 'A' best to 'F' worst). 
(ratios in parentheses represent the volume to capacity ratio; level ot service data for the Build Options A thru G assume Build Alt. in place) 

a. Signalized intersection of Connecticut Avenue and 1-495 interchange ramp 
AM - Peak Hour      -   E(0.96)    E (0.92)      F (1.06)      F (1.06) 
PM - Peak Hour      -   C(0.80)    F (1.14)      C (0.80)      E (0.92) 

b. Signalized intersection of Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway 

AM - Peak Hour 
PM - Peak Hour 

F(1.25) F(1.36) 
F(1.37) F(1.47) 

F (1.25) 
F (1.37) 

F (1.36) 
F (1.47) 

F (1.36) 
F (1.47) 

E (0.96) 
C (0.80) 

F (1.36) 
F (1.47) 

E (0.96) 
C (0.76) 

F (1.36) 
F (1.47) 

E (0.96) 
C (0.80) 

F (1.36) 
F (1.47) 

E (0.96) 
C (0.80) 

w SB w/o SB 
Ken.P. Ken.P. 
F(1.20) F(1.18) 
F(1.28) F(1.18) 

Weaving section along eastbound 1-495 between loop ramps at Connecticut Avenue 
AM - Peak Hour    D     weave 
PM - Peak Hour eliminated 

weaving section    eliminated weaving section eliminated 

d. Merging section on eastbound I 4S5 at mcrgs from northbound Connecticut Avenue. 
AM - Peak Hour C C C C 
PM - Peak Hour F(1.19)        ODD 

E (0.96) 
C (0.80) 

F (1.36) 
F (1.47) 

weaving 
eliminated 

4. Estimated Costs (Millions 1987 $) 

a. Engineering 
b. Right-of-Way 
c. Construction 

TOTAL None 

$0.27 
0 
2.56 

$2.83 

$0.06 
0.33 
0.55 

$0.94 

$0.04 
0 
0.35 

$0.39 

$0.08 
0.05 
0.77 

$0.90 

$0.05 
0.07 
0.42 

$0.54 

$0.06 
0.10 
0.59 

$0.75 

$0.02 
0.07 
0.19 

$0.28 

$0.14 
0.46 
1.33 

$1.93 

(millions 1989 $) 

$0.40 
1.31 
2.04 

$3.75 

Table S: 
Summary of Alternatives 
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III. SUMMARY OF ACTIONS 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 495/MARYLAND ROUTE 185 

INTERCHANGE RECONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT NO. M 600-101-370 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

III.  SUMMARY OF ACTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A.  BACKGROUND 

1. Project Location 

The project study area includes the 0.6 mile portion of the 
Capital Beltway (Interstate Route 495) which also encompasses the 
interchange with Maryland Route 185 (Connecticut Avenue); and the 
0.5 mile portion of Maryland Route 185 from 1-495 to Jones Bridge 
Road in Montgomery County, Maryland (see Fig. S-l). The project 
study area south of 1-495 is primarily residential communities. The 
Village of North Chevy Chase is located east of Connecticut Avenue; 
the Chevy Chase Valley Neighborhood is located west of Connecticut 
Avenue. Rock Creek Park borders 1-495 and the project study area 
to the north. 

Existing Connecticut Avenue is a 6-lane divided arterial 
highway. Kensington Parkway is a 3-lane collector street. Jones 
Bridge Road is 2 to 3-lanes east of Connecticut Avenue and 4-lanes 
west of Connecticut Avenue. 

The Capital Beltway (1-495 and 1-95) is the single, most 
important highway in the Washington Metropolitan Area. Classified 
as an Urban Interstate Highway, it encircles Washington, D.C. at 
an average distance of about eight miles from the center of the 
City. The western portion of the Beltway, which is designated as 
1-495, and the eastern portion of the Beltway, which is designated 
as 1-95, consists of 6, 8 and 10-lane sections. The original 6- 
lane section within the project study area was recently 
reconstructed to increase traffic safety and provide an 8-lane 
section. The Capital Beltway has 25 exits in Maryland and 14 exits 
in Virginia. 

2. Purpose of Study 

The purpose of this study was to evaluate options for the 
removal of all Interstate oriented traffic from Kensington Parkway 
as it passes through the Village of North Chevy Chase. In addition 
to evaluating the No-Build Alternative, a Build Alternative and 
Build Options A through G were developed to address the following 
traffic operational and design issues: 

• interstate bound "through" traffic on Kensington Parkway, a 
local road; 

• short weaving distance along eastbound 1-495 between the loop 
ramps at the Connecticut Avenue interchange; 

• number of entrances (two) and exits (two) along eastbound I- 
495; 

III-l 
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• continued over-capacity operations at the five legged Connec- 
ticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway intersection; 

• increased traffic volumes on Connecticut Avenue south of 1-495; 
• pedestrian safety along Connecticut Avenue, Kensington Parkway 

and Jones Bridge Road; 
• bus transit service; 
• "cut-through" traffic in the residential community west of 

Connecticut Avenue and north of Jones Bridge Road; and, 
• residential impacts. 

3.  Project History 

Following execution of an Inter-Agency Agreement in 1963 
by the State Roads Commission (now the Maryland State Highway 
Administration, SHA), the Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission (M-NCP&PC), and the National Capital Planning 
Commission (NCPC), detailed design and right-of-way acquisition 
were initiated for the section of the Capital Beltway through Rock 
Creek Park. Constructed along portions of the then Inter-County 
Belt Parkway, the Rock Creek portion of 1-495 contained less than 
desirable geometric design features. It was, however, accepted by 
all agencies as a compromise which permitted Beltway construction 
with minimum damage to Rock Creek Park and the adjacent residences. 
Because the Inter-County Belt Parkway (extending between Wisconsin 
and Connecticut Avenues) included a substandard interchange at 
Connecticut Avenue, a new interchange configuration was developed 
as a part of the 1-495 project. The proximity of adjacent residen- 
ces and Rock Creek Park, however, resulted in the I-495/Connecticut 
Avenue interchange containing two major design compromises. These 
compromises required the use of a section of Kensington Parkway 
from the 5-legged intersection with Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge 
Road/Kensington Parkway north to 1-495 as the link for the 
following two ramps. 

• westbound 1-495 to southbound Connecticut Avenue exit 
loop ramp; and, 

• northbound Connecticut Avenue to eastbound 1-495 
entrance ramp. 

Almost since the opening of 1-495, the Village of North 
Chevy Chase has urged the State Highway Administration to remove 
Interstate oriented traffic from Kensington Parkway, which is a 
local road. In 1981, the exit loop ramp for westbound 1-495 
traffic to southbound Connecticut Avenue was removed from Ken- 
sington Parkway and relocated to a signalized at-grade intersection 
with Connecticut Avenue. Removal of this loop ramp reduced traffic 
volumes on Kensington Parkway and improved the operation of the 5- 
legged Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway 
intersection. 

In conjunction with local citizen representatives and 
representatives of M-NCP&PC, the State Highway Administration has 
evaluated several improvement options to remove all Interstate 
oriented traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

III-2 



15 

B.  ALTERNATIVES 

1.  Alternatives Considered 

a.  Existing Facility 

The existing facility has a number of geometric and 
operational deficiencies. With reference to Figure 1, these 
deficiencies are as follows: 

• Ramp H: 

In addition to poor visibility for drivers 
approaching the ramp from Kensington Parkway 
(caused in part ,by trees and other obstruc- 
tions) , the sharp geometries of the first curve 
along the ramp proper result in drivers being 
forced to turn quickly to stay between the 
curbs. Visibility at the merge point with I- 
495 is also less than desirable. 

• 1-495 Weave: 

The entrance-exit ramp combination along 
eastbound 1-495 (existing loop Ramps D and C) 
results in a weaving traffic operational 
problem along the interstate highway. 

• Southbound Connecticut Avenue: 

The steady flow of traffic along Connecticut 
Avenue south of the Beltway results in 
considerable delay for residents attempting to 
exit their driveways. 

• Northbound Connecticut Avenue: 

The steady flow of traffic in this direction 
on Connecticut Avenue south of 1-495 also 
results in delay for adjacent residents. 

• Kensington Parkway: 

Use of the 2 and 3-lane wide portions of 
Kensington Parkway for interstate oriented 
traffic is an inappropriate use of a local 
road. 

III-3 
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• Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington 

Parkway intersection: 

The complexity and number of traffic movements 
as well as high traffic volumes at this 
intersection result in considerable traffic 
delays. 

b. No-Build 

The No-Build Alternative would not alter the existing 
1-495 and Connecticut Avenue interchange ramps nor the use of 
Kensington Parkway as a connection between Connecticut Avenue and 
eastbound 1-495. Normal maintenance activities would continue to 
be provided along the State and County routes. Because the Village 
of North Chevy Chase residential community has jurisdictional 
control of Kensington Parkway between Connecticut Avenue and 1-495, 
these residents would continue to be involved with maintenance for 
the Parkway. 

c. Build 

The Build Alternative proposed to relocate the existing 
entrance ramp to eastbound 1-495 from Kensington Parkway to a 
direct connection from Connecticut Avenue. The Build Alternative 
as presented at the Public Hearing and discussed in the 
Environmental Assessment consisted of the following elements: 

• Ramp H (Kensington Parkway to eastbound 1-495) 
would be closed and the existing ramp pavement and 
directional signing removed. The ramp area would 
be landscaped. 

• Loop Ramp C (eastbound 1-495 to northbound 
Connecticut Avenue) would be closed and the 
existing ramp pavement and directional signing 
removed. Because this area would be used for a new 
ramp, the area would be regraded to support new 
roadway pavement. 

• Existing Ramp B . (eastbound 1-495 to southbound 
Connecticut Avenue) would be reconstructed to 
provide a new direct connection with Connecticut 
Avenue by adding a 2-lane wide left turn lane to 
accommodate traffic desiring to proceed north on 
Connecticut Avenue. The intersection of new Ramp 
B would be signalized at Connecticut Avenue. The 
two-lane portion of new Ramp B would extend west 
along Ramp B for a sufficient distance to prevent 
traffic queues from affecting the Capital Beltway 
and allow the existing Ramp B movement to south- 
bound Connecticut Avenue to flow freely. This 
consolidated eastbound 1-495 exit would function 
much like the recently consolidated westbound I- 
495 exit. New directional signing would be 
provided. 

III-4 
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• A new ramp (Ramp N-E) directly connecting north- 

bound Connecticut Avenue to eastbound 1-495 would 
be constructed in the area currently occupied by 
loop Ramp C. This new Ramp N-E would begin with a 
30 MPH exit curve from Connecticut Avenue and 
transition to 40 MPH and 50 MPH design speeds as 
it approaches and then connects with eastbound I- 
495. An acceleration lane would be provided to 
permit smooth traffic merges (this acceleration 
lane would extend across the widened eastbound I- 
495 bridge over Kensington Parkway and tie into the 
existing Ramp H acceleration lane). Landscaping 
would be provided in the area between this new ramp 
and Inverness Drive. Directional signing would be 
provided and trucks would be permitted to use this 
ramp. 

• Kensington Parkway immediately north of Jones 
Bridge Road would be reconfigured to be only 
northbound (i.e. "in"); the existing southbound 
movement would be closed. Traffic currently using 
this movement would be required to use the Beach 
Drive connection between Kensington Parkway and 
Connecticut Avenue north of 1-495. 

d.  Build Options A through G  (as presented at the Public 
Hearing and discussed in the Environmental Assessment) 

Option A: This Option proposes the construction of 
a 2-lane, 1-way roadway between Kensington 
Parkway and Connecticut Avenue (for traffic 
desiring to continue south on Connecticut 
Avenue). This new roadway would be curbed 
along both sides, and located between the 
new Connecticut Avenue to eastbound 1-495 
ramp and Inverness Drive. A median opening 
would be provided on Connecticut Avenue. 
The intersection with Connecticut Avenue 
would be signalized. Only left turns onto 
southbound Connecticut Avenue would be 
permitted. Landscaping would be provided. 

Option B: This option proposes to shift the existing 
Ramp B (eastbound 1-495 to southbound 
Connecticut Avenue) merge point with 
Connecticut Avenue north approximately 250- 
feet and provide a 2-lane wide right turn 
movement. The new roadway would be curbed 
on the left and right sides. An existing 
portion of Ramp B near Connecticut Avenue 
would be removed and the disturbed area 
landscaped. This option would provide 
additional gaps for vehicles desiring to 
enter southbound Connecticut Avenue from 
driveways or the side streets. 

III-5 
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Option C: This option proposes to acconunodate the 
northbound Connecticut Avenue to eastbound 
1-495 movement with a double left turn from 
the median of Connecticut Avenue along a 
new "stub" connection to a widened loop 
Ramp D (southbound Connecticut Avenue to 
eastbound 1-495). This new intersection 
would be signal controlled. Northbound 
Connecticut Avenue would be "bowed out" to 
the east to accommodate the double left 
turn lane in the median. Directional 
signing would be provided and trucks would 
be permitted to use this ramp. (This option 
would replace new Ramp N-E proposed with 
the Build Alternative and precludes Option 
A). 

Option D: This option provides a 4th southbound lane 
along Connecticut Avenue from the 1-495 
interchange to Jones Bridge Road. Traffic 
in this 4th lane would be required to turn 
right at Jones Bridge Road. 

Option E: This option provides a 4th northbound lane 
along Connecticut Avenue from Jones Bridge 
Road to new Ramp N-E. Traffic in this 4th 
lane would be required to turn right at 
Ramp N-E. Special design considerations 
would be required for several of the 
existing driveway connections. 

Option F: This option provides driveway mitigation 
measures along a portion of northbound 
Connecticut Avenue (10-foot wide shoulder 
lane). This additional lane would not be 
a full 4th lane; it would only extend in 
front of the residences along the east side 
of Connecticut Avenue (in essence, only 
connecting these driveways). This lane 
would not connect with Ramp N-E. NOTE: 
Options E and F are mutually exclusive. 

Option G: This option provides for the full recon- 
struction of the Connecticut Avenue/Jones 
Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway intersection 
to provide 5 eastbound Jones Bridge Road 
lanes (double left, 2 lanes through, free- 
right turn) and 3 lanes on westbound Jones 
Bridge Road (shared lanes for double rights 
and 2 lanes through, no lefts). This 
option has been evaluated both with and 
without the southbound Kensington Parkway 
movement. 

III-6 
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e.  Selected Build Alternative 

The Selected Build Alternative consists of relocating 
the existing northbound Connecticut Avenue to eastbound 1-495 
entrance ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. This 
action will remove all Interstate ramp traffic from Kensington 
Parkway. This action will also relocate the eastbound to northbound 
movement so it will be made via a left turn movement from the ramp 
in the southwest quadrant of the interchange. 

In order to address as many of the concerns which had 
been raised through the study process as possible, the following 
actions will be taken: 

• All movements will be retained in the existing 
Jones Bridge Road/Connecticut Avenue intersection, 
including the Kensington Parkway leg. 

• To the extent feasible, all improvements in 
conjunction with the ramp relocation project will 
be made within existing State Highway Administra- 
tion right-of-way; and within existing curbs 
wherever possible. 

• The proposed "Green Road" connection between 
Kensington Parkway and Connecticut Avenue (Option 
A) will not be constructed. 

• The design of the eastbound 1-495 to southbound 
Connecticut Avenue exit ramp connection in the 
Beltway interchange will be reviewed to determine 
if a modified connection can be made to reduce 
traffic speed and provide an improved merge onto 
Connecticut Avenue (Option B). 

• Other than normal maintenance or safety improve- 
ments, no widening is planned on Connecticut Avenue 
south of Jones Bridge Road. 

• A raised median will be retained along Connecticut 
Avenue between Jones Bridge Road and the Beltway 
interchange which will accommodate northbound left 
turns into Woodlawn Road and will accommodate 
median plantings. 

• SHA will request that Montgomery County consider 
installing a traffic signal at the intersection of 
Spring Valley Road and Jones Bridge Road. This 
traffic signal would be coordinated with the signal 
at Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road and 
would be installed in order to facilitate movements 
out of the Chevy Chase Valley community. 
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• At such point that the project may move toward 
construction, SHA will consider requests from the 
owners of the four residences on the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue between Jones Bridge Road and 
the Beltway interchange whose only access is onto 
Connecticut Avenue (addresses 8905, 8907, 8909, 
and 8911) to have their residences purchased at 
fair market value. The purchases would be on a 
purely voluntary basis and would not include any 
reimbursement for relocation expenses. 

• When the project enters the design phase, the need 
and cost of constructing a sidewalk along the east 
side of Connecticut Avenue will be evaluated. This 
effort will involve coordination with the County 
and adjacent property owners before a decision is 
made on whether or not to construct such a 
sidewalk. Based upon the existing level of 
analysis, if the sidewalk is constructed it could 
be constructed within the existing right-of-way. 

• A landscaping plan will be incorporated into the 
roadway construction project. 

2.  Service Characteristics of Selected Build Alternative 

a.  Traffic 

Currently, there are 10,500 daily vehicles which now 
utilize Kensington Parkway to connect from northbound Connecticut 
Avenue to eastbound 1-495. This daily volume represents 530 
vehicles in the morning peak-hour, 1,290 vehicles in the evening 
peak-hour and the remaining vehicles throughout the balance of the 
day and night. 

Existing and projected year 2010 traffic data for key 
links on the highway and street network in the project area are 
presented on Figures 4, 5, and 6. AM and PM peak hour traffic 
volumes are indicated. While annual traffic growth rates are 
relatively low, traffic volumes are projected to increase by 
approximately 20 percent along 1-495, Connecticut Avenue and Jones 
Bridge Road by the year 2010 (comparing Figure 4 traffic volumes 
with Figure 5 traffic volumes). Review of the data relevant to 
this project should focus on the volume of traffic estimated to use 
northbound Kensington Parkway to access 1-495 eastbound in the year 
2010 (see Figure 5, link number 5); 12,300 vehicles per day; 620 
vehicles per AM peak hour; 1,510 vehicles per PM peak hour. With 
the Build Alternative (Figure 6), this traffic would be diverted 
to Connecticut Avenue, resulting in 37,300 vehicles per day on 
northbound Connecticut Avenue in the year 2010 (see link number 
10) : 1,595 vehicles per AM peak hour and 4,070 vehicles per PM peak 
hour. This is an increase of 12,300 vehicles per day over the No- 
Build in the year 2010 (620 vehicles per AM peak hour and 1,510 
vehicles per PM peak hour). 
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Legend 
Actions  to Address Concerns Raised Through the Study Process 

EXISTING   ROADWAY TO REMAIN 

XXX-     EXISTING   ROADWAY TO   BE   REMOVED 

•l^l    SELECTED   BUILD ALTERNATIVE   IMPROVEMENTS 

• ••     ADDITIONAL  IMPROVEMENT OPTIONS 

(§) AIR RECEPTORS / NOISE SENSITIVE   AREAS 

• To the extent feasible, all inprovenents in conjunction 
with the rasp relocation project will be aade within 
existing State Highway Administration (SHA) rights-of- 
vay and within existing curbs, wherever possible. Based 
upon the existing level of analysis, no additional right- 
of-way is expected to be required for the inproveaent. 

• When the project enters the design phase, SHA will 
investigate' the feasibility, cost, and impact of 
constructing a sidewalk along the east side of Connec- 
ticut Avenue. Based upon the existing level of analysis, 
if the sidewalk is constructed it could be constructed 
within the existing right-of-way. Coordination with the 
County and adjacent property owners will be made before 

Baking a decision on whether or not to construct such a 
sidewalk. 

A raised oedian will be retained along Connecticut Avenue 
between Jones Bridge Road and the 1-495 Beltway inter- 
change. This vedian will accoaoodate aedian plantings 
aiKl northbound left turns onto Koodlawn Road. 

All existing traffic noveaents will be retained in the 
existing Jones Bridge Road/Connecticut Avenue/Kensington 
Parkway intersection, including the Kensington Parkway 
leg. Southbound Connecticut Avenue traffic lanes will 
be shifted to use the abandoned left turn lanes and 
provide three SB through lanes and a SB right turn onto 
KB Jones Bridge Road. 

D«scriptlon of aelecf d Build mlf rnatiT* 

• Construct left turn Ra*p Bl, ralocat* EB 1-495 to MB 
Connecticut^Avenua traffic to Raap Bl, ana closa loop^Ranp 
C. Signalize nev intersection with Conhacticut Avenue (2- 
phase signal). 

• Construct Ramp N-E, relocate MB Connecticut Avenue (via 
Kensington Parkway) ,to EB 1-495 traffic to Raap M-E, and 
close Raap H. 

a OPTIOW B The design of the EB 1-495 to SB Connecticut 
Avenue Raap B connection vill be reviewed during 
final design to deteraine if a aodified 
connection can be made to reduce traffic speed 
and provide an iaproved serge onto SB Connec- 
ticut Avenue. 

1-495 (Capital Beltway) & 
Connecticut Avenue Interchange Study 

SELECTED 
BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

Maryland State Highway Administration 
Scale: 

1 =300 Dec. 1989 
Figure 
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CONNECTICUT AVENUE - SECTION C 
(100' NORTH OF JONES BRIDGE ROAD) 

NOTES: 

1. All sections looking north. 
2. The dimensions shown are for the purposes of 

determining cost estimates and environmental 

impacts, and are subject to change during the 

final design phase. 
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1. The dimensions shown are for the purposes of 
determining cost estimates and environmental 
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final design phase. 
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EXISTING TRAFFIC  DATA 

PROJECT MAP 

Location 
( all data one—way 

except where noted.) 

Average 
Daily 

Traffic 
Volume 

(vehicles per day ) 

AM 
Peak Hour 

Traffic 
Volume 

(vehicles per hour ) 

PM 
Peak Hour 

Traffic 
Volume 

(vehicles per hour ) 

1 76.700          _j 5.250 4.470 

2 5.600 590 170 

3 3,800 320 450 

4 5.100 290 270 

5 10.500 530 1.290 

6 80.300 5.220 5.770 

7 22.800 2.650 1.090 

8 22,800 860 2.170 

9 31.600 3.180 1.290 

10 21.100 830 2.160 

11 31.600 3.180 1.290 

12 21.100 830 2.160 

13 27.000 2.660 1.330 

14 26.000 1.040 2.800 

1 5 TWO-WAY 180 15 20 

16 TWO-WAY 175 15 20 

17 TWO-WAY 140 5 20 

18 1.500 110 40 

19 13.900 635 1.465 

20 12.500 1.400 500 

21 13.300 490 1.580 

22 8,200 885 525 

23 6.100 180 780 

>A 

1-495 (Capital Beltway) & 
Connecticut Avenue Interchange Study 

EXISTING TRAFFIC DATA 
Maryland State Highway Administration 

Scale: r=400' December,  1989 Figure     4 
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-BUILD TRAFFIC DATA (YEARS 1990/2010) 

PROJECT MAP 

Location 
( all data one—way 

except where noted.) 

Average        \ 
Daily           j 

Traffic 
Volume 

(vehicles per day )' 

AM 
Peak Hour 

Traffic 
Volume 

(vehicles per hour ) 

PM 
Peak  Hour 

Traffic 
Volume 

(vehicles per hour ) 

1 78,300/89,600 5.370/6.140 4.560/5,-220 

2 5,700/6.500 610/690 170/200 

3 3,800/4,400 320/360 450/530 

4 5,200/6,000 300/340 270/320 

5 10.700/12.300 540/620 1.310/1,510 

6 81.900/93,800   , 5.320/6.090 5.880/6.740 

7 23.300/27,000 2.700/3.140 1.120/1.300 

8 23.300/27,000 880/1.020 2.220/2,590 

9 32.300/37.400 3.250/3.770 1.320/1,530 

10 21.600/25.000 840/980 2.210/2.560 

11 32.300/37.400 3.250/3.770 1,320/1,530 

12 21,600/25,000 840/980 2.210/2.560 

13 27,600/32,000 2.720/3.150 1.360/1.570 

14 26.600/30.800 1.060/1.230 2.840/3.280 

15 TWO-WAT 180/180 15/15 20/20 

16 rro-TAr 175/175 15/15 20/20 

'  '  TWO-WAY 140/140 5/5 20/20 

18 1,500/1.800 110/130 40/50 

19 14,200/16.500 650 A 50 1.480/1.725 

20 12,800/14,800 1.430/1.660 510/595 

21 13.600/15,800 500/580 1.615/1.885 

22 8.400/9.700 905/1,045 535/625 

23 6,200 A. 200 185/215 790/920 
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1-495 (Capital Beltway) & 
Connecticut Avenue Interchange Study 

NO-BUILD TRAFFIC DATA 
 (1990/2010)  
Maryland State Highway Administration 

Scale: r=400' December,  1989 Figure     5 
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BUILD  TRAFFIC DATA (  YEARS 1990/2010  ) 

Location 
( all data one-way 

except where noted.) 

Average         i 
-    _ Daily            f 

Traffic 
Volume         ; 

(vehicles per day )  1 

. AM    _     _.. 
Peak Hour 

Traffic 
Volume 

(vehicles per hour ) 

.__   -     PM       ^   - 
Peak Hour 

Traffic 
Volume 

(vehicles per hour ) 

1 78.300/89.600 ! 5,370/6,140 4.560/5.220 

2 5,700/6.500 610/690 170/200 

3 3,800/4.400    \ 320/360 450/530 
4 5.200/6.000    : 300/340 270/320 
5 10.700/12.300 540/620 1,310/1.510 

6 81.900/93.800 5,320/6,090 5.880/6,740 

7 23.300/27.000 2,470/2.880 1,120/1,340 

8 23.300/27,000 880/1,015 2,220/2.590 

9 33.600/39.000 3.350/3,890 1,350/1.570 

10 32,300/37.300 1,380/1.595 3,520/4,070 

11 33,600/39.000 3,350/3.890 1.350/1.570 

12 32,300/37,300 , 1,380/1,595 3.520/4,070 

13 27.600/32.000 : 2,720/3.150 1,360/1,570 

14 26,600/30,800 I 1,060/1.230 2,840/3,280 

15 m-wAY 180/180         i 15/15 20/20 
16 rwo-wAr 175/175        H 15/15 20/20 

''   TWO-WAY 140/140 5/5 20/20 

18 1.500/1.800 110/130 40/50 

19 3.500/4,200 110/130 170/215 

20 12,800/14,800 1.430/1,660 510/595 

21 13,600/15,800 500/580 1,615/1,885 

22 8.500/9.800 910/1.050 540/630 
23 6.100/7,100     ; 180/215 785/915 

i 

1 

^ 

PROJECT MAP 

1-495 (Capital Beltway) & 
Connecticut Avenue Interchange Study 

BUILD TRAFFIC DATA 
1990/2010 

Maryland State Highway Administration 
Scale: r=400' December, 1989 Figure      6 
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Trucks are currently permitted on 1-495, Connecticut 
Avenue and Jones Bridge Road, but are prohibited on Kensington 
Parkway. A survey of truck traffic volumes on major highways in 
the vicinity of the project area was conducted (trucks have been 
defined for this analysis as having 6 or more wheels) . On the basis 
of this truck traffic data survey, an analysis of additional trucks 
anticipated to use new Ramp N-E from northbound Connecticut Avenue 
to eastbound 1-495 was made. Alternative existing access points to 
1-495 were monitored, and the number of trucks that could be 
expected to divert from these existing routes to the new Ramp N-E 
on to eastbound 1-495 was determined. Between now and the design 
year 2010, truck volumes are projected to increase by approximately 
18 percent. In the design year, an additional 170 to 370 trucks 
per day are estimated to be diverted to northbound Connecticut 
Avenue as a direct result of new Ramp N-E (many of these "new - 
diverted" trucks are already and illegally using Kensington 
Parkway). 

Based on current analysis techniques, the quality of 
traffic flow was calculated at the locations indicated below. These 
levels of traffic service range from "A" best to "F" worst and 
represent measures of delay and congestion experienced by drivers. 

TABLE l:  EXISTING TRAFFIC LEVELS OF SERVICE 

Location 
AM 

Peak-Hour 
PM 

Peak-Hour 

Signalized intersection of Connecticut 
Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington 
Parkway 

Diverge on eastbound 1-495 at ramp to 
southbound Connecticut Avenue 

Traffic merge/diverge ("traffic weave") 
on eastbound 1-495 at Connecticut Avenue 

Merge on eastbound 1-495 at ramp from 
northbound Kensington parkway 

F 

D 

E 

D 

F 

C 

E 

F 

As indicated, traffic levels of service are relatively poor during 
the peak periods within the study area. 

A major concern of study area residents both east and 
west of Connecticut avenue has been the volume of cut-through 
traffic in their communities. Because all of these residential 
streets are narrow, residential safety is a major concern. To 
reduce this cut through traffic, the Village of North Chevy Chase 
has closed several intersections in their community to physically 
eliminate the majority of this problem. Except for the very high 
volumes of traffic using Kensington Parkway through this community 
to access the Beltway, no other significant problems have been 
identified by this community. 
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In the residential area west of Connecticut Avenue, 
turn prohibition signs are located at the following locations. All 
prohibitions are for the 7 to 9 AM peak period. 

• southbound Connecticut Avenue at Woodlawn Road 
• southbound Connecticut Avenue at Montrose Drive 
• southbound Connecticut Avenue at Parsons Road 
• northbound Connecticut Avenue at Woodlawn Road 

The results of a survey to assess this problem during both the 7 
to 9 AM Peak and the 4 to 6 PM Peak, are noted below. 

I 
I 

EXISTING CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC VOLUMES 

Southbound Connecticut Avenue 

Time Period 

FROM A 
TO 

B   C Total 

AM Peak 
(7 to 9) 5   4 9 

PM Peak 
(4 to 6) 12   1 13 

Eastbound/Westbound Jones Bridge Road 

Time Period 

FROM D 
TO 

F  G 

FROM E 
TO 

F   G Total 

AM Peak 
(7 to 9) 0   3 0   0 3 

PM Peak 
(4 to 6) 15   0 1   0 16 
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The Selected Build Alternative would shift the 
Interstate destined traffic away from Kensington Parkway and to 
Connecticut Avenue. 

Residents in the residential community west of 
Connecticut Avenue have strongly expressed their concern that 
construction of Ramp N-E would result in significant increases in 
the volumes of PM traffic cutting through their community to avoid 
the traffic signal at Jones Bridge Road/Connecticut Avenue/Kensing- 
ton Parkway i.e. eastbound Jones Bridge Road, left on Spring Valley 
Road, right on Woodlawn Road and left on northbound Connecticut 
Avenue to Ramp N-E. The Selected Build Alternative would not 
contribute to increased cut-through traffic through this 
neighborhood. However, if a solution is needed, then turn 
prohibition signs at Woodlawn Road/Connecticut Avenue would reduce 
this problem to the few drivers who would make this movement 
illegally. 

A total of 10 homes are located along the west side of 
Connecticut Avenue between the 1-495 interchange ramps and Jones 
Bridge Road; 5 driveways connect with Connecticut Avenue. A survey 
of traffic gaps observed during the morning peak period 7 AM to 9 
AM in the right-hand curb lane on southbound Connecticut Avenue 
indicated that there are very few gaps of 5 or more seconds, 
approximately 3 percent, available for drivers to enter Connecticut 
Avenue. For these homes with a driveway connection, entering or 
leaving their driveways is often a difficult experience during peak 
periods. The Build Alternative would slightly increase traffic 
past these driveways; however, the new traffic signals proposed 
with the Selected Build Alternative would provide more gaps in the 
traffic flow and thus allow drivers to enter Connecticut Avenue. 

Driveway access for residents along the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue (a total of 7 driveways) is a concern. The 
Selected Build Alternative would increase traffic in front of these 
homes. 

Three of these 7 homes have a second means of access 
via Kensington Parkway. The remaining 4 homes will be offered the 
option of having their homes purchased at fair market price value 
when the project is constructed. 

A total of 42 pedestrians were observed on the westside 
of Connecticut Avenue between Woodlawn Road and Parsons Road during 
a 12-hour period. Pedestrian considerations will be included in 
the final design phase; these measures could include signal timing, 
pedestrian crosswalks and the possibility of constructing a 
sidewalk along the east side of Connecticut Avenue to improve 
pedestrian safety. 

III-ll 



* 

b. Transit 

The effect that the Selected Build Alternative would 
have on transit service on Kensington parkway was examined. 
Because there are no changes in the existing roadway configurations 
at the five legged Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington 
Parkway intersection, both the Metrobus Routes L6 and L7 and the 
Route 33 Ride-on bus would continue to operate as at present. 

c. Safety 

Introduction 

An accident analysis has been prepared for portions of 
1-495, Connecticut Avenue and the I-495/Connecticut Avenue/Kensing- 
ton Parkway interchange. This analysis included all reported 
accidents which occurred from 1983 through 1986. 

1-495 Study Area 

1-495, from 0.4 mile west of Connecticut Avenue to 0.1 
mile east of Kensington Parkway, experienced an average accident 
rate of 134 accidents per one-hundred million vehicle miles of 
travel (lOOmvm) during the four year study period of 1983 through 
1986. This rate is above the statewide average rate of 71 
acc/lOOmvm for similar highways now under state maintenance. 

A total of 247 accidents were reported within the study 
limits during the four year period. The accident cost to the 
motoring and general public resulting from these accidents is 
estimated at approximately $820,000/100mvm. These accidents are 
listed below in Table 2 by severity, indicating number of fatali- 
ties, injuries and property damage accidents. 

TABLE 2:  1-495 ACCIDENT SEVERITY 

SEVERITY 1983 1984 1985 1986 TOTAL RATE 

STATEWIDE 
AVERAGE 

RATE 

Fatal Accidents 
# Killed 
Injury Accidents 
# Injured 
Prop. Dam. Ace. 
Total Accidents 

0 
0 

20 
40 
31 
51 

0 
0 

32 
45 
26 
58 

0 
0 

30 
52 
26 
56 

0 
0 

43 
83 
39 
82 

0 
0 

125 
220 
122 
247 

0 

68.0* 

66.3* 
134.3* 

0.7 

34.8 

35.8 
71.3 

1               * Higher Than Statewide Average Rate 

The collision types experienced on 1-495 within the 
study limits, in comparison to the statewide average rates for this 
type of highway are as shown in Table 3. 
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1                   TABLE 3:  1-495 ACCIDENT TYPES 

COLLISION TYPE 
NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS 

1983-1986 RATE 
STATEWIDE 

AVERAGE RATE 

Angle 
Rear-end 
Fixed Object 
Sideswipe 
Parked Veh. 
Other 

1 
109 
44 
44 
5 

34 

0.5 
59.3* 
23.9* 
23.9* 
2.7 

18.5 

0.7 
22.8 
17.0 
12.8 
2.8 

13.8 

* Higher Than Statewide Average Rate 

The accident rates for the rear-end, sideswipe and 
fixed object collisions were above the statewide average rates. 
Rear-end and sideswipe accidents on a facility such as this are 
mainly associated with congestion and weaving conflicts. Of the 
total 44 fixed object accidents: 

29 occurred on the westbound roadway 
27 occurred on the left side (median side) of 

the roadway 
23 occurred during the hours of darkness 
15 involved vehicles hitting the guardrail 
9  involved vehicles hitting an embankment 
8  involved vehicles running into a ditch 

Truck vehicles accounted for 7.9 percent of the total 
vehicles involved in accidents which is above the expected range 
of values since trucks comprised 5.8 percent of the vehicular 
traffic volumes. Also, trucks were involved in 15 percent of the 
total accidents. 

There was one High Accident Section within the study 
limits; 1-495 from 0.3 mile west of Connecticut Avenue to Ken- 
sington Parkway (1983-41 ace, 1984-43 ace, 1985-45 ace, 1986-69 
ace) . 

Connecticut Avenue (Maryland Route 185) 

Connecticut Avenue, from 1-495 to Jones Bridge Road, 
experienced an average accident rate of 264 acc/lOOmvm during the 
four year study period. This rate is below the statewide average 
rate of 356 acc/lOOmvm for similar highways now under state 
maintenance. 

A total of 97 accidents were reported within the study 
limits during the study period. The accident cost to the motoring 
and general public resulting from these accidents is estimated at 
approximately $1.5 million/lOOmvm. These accidents are listed below 
in Table 4 by severity, indicating number of fatalities, injuries 
and property damage accidents. 
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TABLE 4: CONNECTICUT AVENUE ACCIDENT SEVERITY 

STATEWIDE 
AVERAGE 

SEVERITY 1983 1984 1985 1986 TOTAL RATE RATE 

Fatal Accidents 0 0 0 0 0 0 2.2 
# Killed 0 0 0 0 0 
Injury Accidents 12 12 12 10 46 125.4 191.6 
# Injured 20 17 14 13 64 ——   
Prop. Dam. Ace. 12 10 19 10 51 139.0 161.7 
Total Accidents 24 22 31 20 97 264.3 355.5 

The collision types experienced on Connecticut Avenue 
within the study limits, in comparison to the statewide average rates 
for this type of highway are as shown in Table 5. 

TABLE 5:  CONNECTICUT AVENUE ACCIDENT TYPES 

NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS STATEWIDE 
COLLISION TYPE 1983-1986 RATE AVERAGE RATE 

Angle 15 40.9 60.0 
Rear-end 32 87.2 104.8 
Fixed Object 7 19.1 35.0 
Sideswipe 12 32.7 36.1 
Left Turn 7 19.1 47.0 
Pedestrian 1 2.7 10.7 
Parked Veh. 2 5.4 8.2 
Other 21 57.2 48.2 

Intersection accidents accounted for 69 percent of the 
total accident experience. There was one High Accident Intersection 
within the study limits; Connecticut Avenue @ Jones Bridge Road 
(1983-18 ace, 1984-16 ace, 1985-15 ace, 1986-17 ace). 

I-495/Connecticut Avenue Interchange 

Four of the eight ramps at the I-495/Maryland Route 185 
interchange meet the statewide criteria for a High Accident 
Interchange Ramp. These ramps are listed below: 

1) 1-495 westbound to Connecticut Avenue 
Northbound-15 ace 

8 wet, 6 rear-end, 4 fixed object 

2) 1-495 eastbound to Connecticut Avenue 
Northbound-33 ace 

31 wet, 29 fixed object 

3) 1-495 eastbound to Connecticut Avenue 
Southbound-16 ace 

14 rear-end 
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4)  Connecticut Avenue southbound to 1-495 

Westbound-6 ace 
6 wet, 4 fixed object 

The exit ramp from eastbound 1-495 to southbound 
Connecticut Avenue experienced 16 accidents during the study 
period. This ramp meets SHA's statewide criteria (5 acc/3yr) for 
a High Accident Interchange Ramp. Of the total 16 accidents, 14 
were rear-end collisions that occurred when vehicles exiting the 
ramp were forced to yield to traffic traveling southbound on 
Connecticut Avenue. 

The exit ramp from eastbound 1-495 to northbound 
Connecticut Avenue experienced 33 accidents during the study 
period. This ramp also meets SHA's statewide criteria for a High 
Accident Interchange Ramp. Of the total 33 accidents, 29 were 
fixed objects and 3 were rear-end collisions. Thirty-one (31) of 
these collisions occurred when the surface was wet. Most of the 
accidents occurred in the yield area and involved vehicles striking 
the curb. 

Kensington Parkway 

Kensington Parkway, from Connecticut Avenue to 1-495 
(including the ramp to 1-495), experienced 14 accidents during the 
four year study period of 1983 through 1986. There was one fatal 
accident within the study limits (the fatal accident involved a 
motorist, who had been drinking, and who left the roadway at a high 
rate of speed and struck a tree). 

Of the total 14 accidents, 9 were fixed object and 2 
were rear-end collisions. Six (6) of the fixed object collisions 
occurred when the surface was wet and 4 occurred on the ramp from 
Kensington Parkway to 1-495 eastbound. Also, all of the 14 
accidents involved at least one vehicle traveling northbound on 
Kensington Parkway. 

Summary 

1-495, from 0.4 mile west of Connecticut Avenue to 0.1 
mile east of Kensington Parkway is currently experiencing an 
accident rate that is higher than the statewide average rate. The 
accident rates for the rear-end, sideswipe and fixed object 
collision were higher than the statewide average rates. Connecticut 
Avenue, from 1-495 to Jones Bridge Road is currently experiencing 
an accident rate that is below the statewide average rate. There 
was one High Accident Section and one High Accident Intersection 
within the study limits. Four of the eight ramps at the I- 
495/Connecticut Avenue interchange meet SHA's criteria for High 
Accident Interchange Ramps. 
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The Selected Build Alternative is expected to improve 
the safety operations of the I-495/Connecticut Avenue interchange 
and considerably reduce safety problems along Kensington Parkway 
through the removal of interstate traffic from the Parkway - a 
local street. 

With reference to the four (4) High Accident Inter- 
change Ramps in the I-495/Connecticut Avenue interchange (see 
listing on pages 111-14 and 111-15), the Selected Build Alternative 
is anticipated to improve traffic operations and safety along the 
1-495 eastbound to northbound Connecticut Avenue ramp. Option B 
will improve traffic safety along the 1-495 eastbound to southbound 
Connecticut Avenue ramp. The State Highway Administration's 
statewide program for High Accident Interchange ramps will address 
current safety conditions along all four ramps. 

3. Design Considerations 

The engineering aspects of the proposed Ramp N-E are based 
on 30 MPH design criteria at the diverge point from northbound 
Connecticut Avenue with an increase in the design speed to 50 MPH 
at the merge point with eastbound 1-495. Reconstruction of 
portions of Connecticut Avenue and existing Ramp B would be in 
accordance with the respective design criteria for these existing 
facilities. 

4. Environmental Consequences 

An Environmental Assessment (FHWA-MD - EA-87-09-D) was 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration on October 9, 1987. 

This section discusses the potential environmental impacts 
associated with the Selected Build Alternative. Minimization of 
impacts has been a primary goal in the development of the Build 
Alternative. Because the Build Alternative requires no right-of- 
way from adjacent properties, significant adverse impacts are not 
expected as a result of implementation of this project. 

a.  Socio-Economic and Land Use 

The Build Alternative would not require any private 
property, nor displace any buildings. At such point that the 
project may move toward construction, SHA will consider requests 
from the owners of the four residences on the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue between Jones Bridge Road and the Beltway 
interchange whose only access is onto Connecticut Avenue (8905, 
8907, 8909, and 8911) to have their residences purchased at fair 
market value. The purchases would be on a purely voluntary basis 
and would not include any reimbursement for relocation expenses. 

The focus of this study is the heavy volume of traffic 
using Kensington Parkway to access eastbound 1-495. 
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The Build Alternative would relocate this traffic 

volume to northbound Connecticut Avenue, increasing the volume of 
traffic on Connecticut Avenue. This may result in additional minor 
social impacts along Connecticut Avenue, however, the change is 
not considered to be significant. 

Revision of the I-495/Connecticut Avenue interchange 
and the Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road intersection is not 
anticipated to have a significant impact on the economic base of 
the study area, since it is already largely developed. The 
diversion of traffic from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue 
as proposed with the Build Alternative would be expected to 
slightly enhance property values along Kensington Parkway (30 
homes). 

All improvements would be constructed within the 
existing highway right-of-way and no parkland will be taken or 
physically impacted by this project. 

The proposed improvement is included in the 1970 Master 
Plan for Bethesda - Chevy Chase Planning Area and the July, 1984 
Final Draft Master Plan for this area. Implementation of the 
Selected Build Alternative will not result in adverse secondary 
impacts. 

b.  Natural Environment 

1. Stream Modification 

The proposed action will not require the relocation 
of any portion of Rock Creek or its tributaries. To prevent 
sedimentation in Rock Creek resulting from construction of the 
proposed improvements, a sediment control plan would be developed 
and applied throughout the project area. 

2. Stormwater Runoff - Quantitv/Oualitv 

Water quality considerations and potential impacts 
would be addressed at two phases of project development. The first 
is during construction when clearing, grubbing and excavation could 
cause sedimentation of streams. The second occurs during operation, 
when special considerations are directed to reducing the quantity 
and rate of run-off (Stormwater Management) and to minimize the 
pollutant load carried by these waters (water quality). 

In the former case, removal of vegetation, 
alteration to topography, and an increase in the areas of imper- 
vious surfaces can increase the velocity of stormwater runoff, 
potentially adding to the sediment load discharged into adjacent 
surface water bodies. To minimize this effect, the removal of 
existing vegetation would be limited and all construction areas 
revegetated as quickly as possible. 
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Operations-related impacts result from increased 
levels of oil and other motor vehicle-related pollutants. These 
substances, in addition to deicing agents (road salt) used in the 
winter months, are flushed into nearby surface water bodies during 
storm conditions. Stormwater runoff can also carry agents used in 
the construction of permanent structures, including asphalt, 
cement, aggregates, paint, expansion joint compounds, and crack 
filters. Because the Build Alternative represents a percentage 
decrease in comparison to the No-Build Alternative in extent of 
paved areas, these operations-related impacts should not sig- 
nificantly increase. 

To the extent that runoff velocities are increased 
and impervious surfaces are added, groundwater infiltration is 
reduced and the potential impact on groundwater would increase. 

Impacts on surface water quality would be an- 
ticipated to be intermittent and localized in nature. No permanent 
significant adverse affects on any of the surface water bodies in 
the project area would be expected. What impacts occur would 
coincide with the first hours of periods of precipitation. These 
would give rise to insignificant increases in pollutant levels. 

State Water Resources Administration regulations 
.pi-.10 Comar 08.05.05 "Storm Water Management" effective July 1, 
1984 requires water quality to be addressed in design. These 
regulations stipulate that the order of preference for stormwater 
management is as follows: 

a. Infiltration of runoff on site 
b. Flow attenuation by use of open vegetated 

swales and natural depressions 
c. Stormwater retention structures 
d. Stormwater detention structures 

Infiltration controls both the quality and quantity 
of runoff and is to be utilized wherever soil conditions and 
topography allow. Control, infiltration and attenuation methods 
will be designed in accordance with the "Maryland Standards and 
Specifications for Stormwater Management Infiltration Practices", 
Water Resources Administration, February, 1984. Retention and 
detention structures will be designed in accordance with "Soil 
Conservation Service Standards and Specifications for Ponds" No. 
378-1, July 1981. Since infiltration design applies to the two- and 
ten-year frequency storms, retention or detention structures will 
be used to control the 100-year design storm. 
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Sediment control plans, which will be developed by 
the State Highway Administration during the final design phase and 
approved by the Water Resources Administration, will be strictly 
adhered to during the construction phase. These measures include 
stabilizing all exposed slopes as soon as practical to minimize the 
area exposed at any time and the appropriate placement and 
maintenance of sediment traps and other control measures. Because 
of the developed nature of the project area and the linear nature 
of the construction projects, the Selected Build Alternative and 
Option B are not expected to have a significant adverse effect on 
water resources. 

Potential adverse water runoff impacts will be 
further mitigated by the installation of stormwater management 
ponds and infiltration ponds. As previously discussed, the 
predominance of the well-drained soils throughout this project area 
should lend themselves to effective infiltration techniques. 

3. Wetlands 

There are no wetlands located in the immediate 
project area, consequently, the proposed improvements would have 
no effect on wetland areas. 

4. Floodplains 

There are no floodplains located in the immediate 
project area, consequently, the proposed improvements would have 
no effect on floodplain areas. 

5. Terrestrial and Aquatic Ecology 

The Selected Build Alternative will not result in 
significant impact to the overall terrestrial ecology of the study 
area. The major terrestrial impact would be the loss of deciduous 
woodland for the construction of Ramp N-E. Approximately 0.1 acres 
of woodland would be required. All of the affected woodlands are 
within the existing SHA owned right-of-way. 

None of the wooded areas that would be affected are 
known to be inhabited by wildlife of state-wide importance or to 
be otherwise notable or unique. 

6. Threatened or Endangered Species 

The proposed improvements will have no effect on 
any known threatened or endangered species. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
have determined that there are no known Federal or State listed 
threatened or endangered species in the project area. These 
determinations were documented in Section V of the Environmental 
Assessment. 
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7.  Prime or Unique Farmland 

While the Soil Conservation Service reports that 
there are some prime farmland soils in the project area, the 
intensity of development in the immediate project area would 
preclude any need to assess impacts to prime farmlands. The 
proposed improvements will have no affect on any prime or unique 
farmland (reference telephone conversation on 10 August 1987). 

c. Cultural Resources 

Coordination with the Maryland Historical Trust 
indicates that there are no significant historic or archaeological 
resources in the immediate project area. The Selected Build 
Alternative would thus have no affect on these resources (reference 
letter dated 18 August 1987 and included in Section V of the 
Environmental Assessment). 

d. Air Quality 

An air quality analysis was conducted for the No-Build 
Alternative and Build Alternative. Using the MOBILE 3 and CALINE 
3 air quality models, one (l)-hour and eight (8)-hour carbon 
monoxide (CO) concentrations were determined for each of 6 
receptors (see Figure 1) . 

The objective of this analysis was to compare the 
carbon monoxide (CO) concentrations estimated to result from the 
traffic configurations and volumes of each alternate with the State 
and National Ambient Air Quality Standards (S/NAAQS). The NAAQS and 
SAAQS are identical for CO: 35 PPM (parts per million) for the 
maximum 1-hour period and 9 PPM for the maximum consecutive 8-hour 
period. 

No violations of the 1-hour or 8-hour state/national 
ambient air quality standards for carbon monoxide will occur with 
the Selected Build Alternative in the completion year 1990 or the 
design year 2010. 

This project is within an air quality non-attainment 
area which has transportation control measures in the State 
Implementation Plan (SIP). This project conforms with the SIP 
since it is included in a conforming transportation improvement 
program. 

The construction phase of the proposed project has the 
potential of impacting the ambient air quality through such means 
as fugitive dust from grading operations and materials handling. 
The State Highway Administration has addressed this possibility by 
establishing Standard Specifications for Construction and Materials 
which specifies procedures to be followed by contractors involved 
in state work. 

The Air Quality Analysis Technical Report was submitted 
to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Maryland Air 
Management Administration for review and comment. Their comments 
can be found in Section V-C of this report. 
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The Maryland Air Management Administration was 
consulted to determine the adequacy of the Specifications in terms 
of satisfying the requirement of the Regulations Governing the 
Control of Air Pollution in the State of Maryland. The Maryland 
Bureau of Air Quality Control found that the specifications are 
consistent with the requirements of these regulations. Therefore, 
during the construction period, all appropriate measures (Code of 
Maryland Regulations 26.11.06.03 D) will be taken to minimize the 
impact on the air quality of the area. 

e.  Noise 

1.  Projected noise levels and abatement feasibility 

In accordance with the Federal-Aid Highway Program 
Manual, Volume 7, Chapter 7, Section 3 this project was analyzed 
for noise impacts. Noise mitigation is considered when Federal 
Highway Administration Noise Abatement Criteria are approached or 
exceeded or when predicted noise levels substantially exceed the 
existing levels (in Maryland this is 10 dBA or more) . The Noise 
Abatement Criteria for residential areas is 67 decibels. 

The following items were considered in determining 
potential noise impacts: 

1) Identification of existing land use. 
2) Existing noise levels. 
3) Prediction of future design year noise levels. 
4) Potential traffic increases. 

The factors which will be evaluated when determin- 
ing whether mitigation will be considered reasonable and feasible 
are: 

• Whether a substantial noise increase would 
result from the highway project—minimum of 5 
dBA increases—of Build over No-Build levels 
would occur in the design year of the project; 

• Whether a feasible method is available to 
reduce the noise; 

• Whether the cost of noise mitigation is 
reasonable for those receptors that are 
impacted-approximately $40,000 per impacted 
residence; 

• Whether the majority of the impacted residences 
were constructed before or after the construc- 
tion of the highway. 

An effective barrier should, in general, extend in 
both directions to four times the distance between receiver and 
roadway (source). In addition, an effective barrier should provide 
a 7-10 dBA reduction in the noise level as a preliminary design 
goal. However, any impacted noise receptor which will receive a 5 
decibel reduction is considered when determining the cost effec- 
tiveness of a barrier. 
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Whether a barrier is cost-effective or reasonable 
is determined by dividing the total number of impacted sensitive 
sites in a specified noise sensitive area, that will receive at 
least a 5 dBA reduction of noise levels, into the total cost of the 
noise mitigation. For the purpose of comparison, a total cost of 
$27 per square foot is assumed to estimate total barrier cost. This 
cost figure is based upon current costs experienced by the Maryland 
State Highway Administration and includes the cost of panels, 
footing, drainage, landscaping, and overhead. The State Highway 
Administration has established approximately $40,000 per residence 
protected as being the maximum cost for a barrier to be considered 
reasonable. 

A noise impact analysis was conducted for the I- 
495/Connecticut Avenue Interchange Study. Noise sensitive areas 
were identified along both of the major roadways (Connecticut 
Avenue and Kensington Parkway) within the study area. A total of 
6 sites were selected for ambient noise measurements and design 
year (2010) noise levels were predicted for interchange improvement 
alternatives (No-Build and Build). 

Detailed information on the noise analysis study 
is presented in the I-495/Connecticut Avenue Interchange - Noise 
Impact Analysis Report. This report is available for review at the 
Maryland State Highway Administration, Project Planning Division, 
707 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland. 

The method used to predict the future noise levels 
produced by the No-Build and Build Alternatives was developed by 
the Federal Highway Administration. The computer model derived from 
this method, called STAMINA 2.0, utilizes an experimentally and 
statistically determined reference sound level for three classes 
of vehicles (autos, medium duty trucks, and heavy duty trucks) and 
applies a series of adjustments to each reference level to arrive 
at the predicted sound level. The adjustments include (1) traffic 
flow corrections, taking into account number of vehicles, average 
vehicle speed,and a specific time period of consideration; and (2) 
an adjustment for various types of physical barriers that would 
reduce noise transmissions from source (roadway) to receiver. 

See Table 6 for the results of this analysis. 

The determination of environmental noise impact is 
based on the relationship between the predicted noise levels, the 
established noise abatement criteria and the ambient noise levels 
in the project area. The applicable standard is the Federal 
Highway Administration's Noise Abatement Criteria/Activity 
Relationship published in FHPM 7-7-3. 

The ambient noise levels for NSA's 2 thru 5 exceed 
the predicted No-Build noise levels for the following reasons: 1) 
Traffic volumes associated with the year when ambients were 
measured (existing year) are lower than the volumes associated with 
the No-Build noise levels predicted for the year 2010. The lower 
volumes for the ambient year result in higher traffic speeds and 
higher noise levels than the design year No-Build 2010 condition 
of higher volumes and lower speeds; and, 2) Ambient noise levels 
represent a worst case condition as they were taken at peak noise 
time periods. 
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1-495 (CAPITAL BELTWAY) & 
CONNECTICUT AVENUE INTERCHANGE 

TABLE    6:   COMPARISON OF AMBIENT AND PREDICTED Leq NOISE LEVELS 

AMBIENT NOISE RECEPTOR NUMBERS 
AND MEASUREMENT LOCATIONS (1) 

DISTANCE FROM 
CENTERLINE OF 
NEAREST ROADWAY 

AMBIENT Leq 
NOISE 

MEASUREMENTS 
(dBA) (2) 

FHWA 
LAND USE 
CATEGORY & 
MAX. Leq 
PERMITTED 

PREDICTED Leq FOR 
DESIGN YEAR 2010 (dBA) (3) 

NO 
BUILD BUILD 

BUILD - 
OPTION A 

1 Residence in the village of 
North Chevy Chase 
3612 Faircastle Drive 

140' 66 B   67 66 64 64 

2 Residence in the Village of 
North Chevy Chase 
8907 Kensington parkway 

55' 65 B   67 62 55 55 

3 Residence in the Village of 
North Chevy Chase 
3820 Inverness Drive 

100' 63 B   67 60 60 60 

4 Residence/Office of Christian Churches, 
in the village of North Chevy Chase 
8901 Connecticut Avenue 

60' 71 B   67 69 69 69 

5 Residence in the Village of 
North Chevy Chase 
8911 Connecticut Avenue 

50* 72 B   67 71 71 71 

6 Residence on'Connecticut Avenue 
8904 Connecticut Avenue 

60' 69 B  67 69 70 70 

NOTES - 

(1)  See Figure 1 - 

(2)  Ambient noise monitoring conducted 
during following time periods: 
AM Peak  7:00 - 9:15 AK 
OFF Peak 10:00 - 2:00 
PM Peak   3:30 - 6:30 PM 

Indicated noise level is highest Leq monitored. 

70 underlined noise levels exceed FHwA 
noise abatement criteria for land use 
category B (67 dBA exterior) 

(3)  Assumes 8 lane operations on 1-495 



As indicated on Table 6, the noise analysis 
indicated that predicted design year noise levels do not exceed 
ambient noise levels by lOdBA or greater at any of the six receptor 
locations. Based on this assessment alone, none of the sites would 
qualify for abatement measures, however, sites 4, 5, and 6 located 
on Connecticut Avenue were identified as having predicted design 
year noise level in excess of the FHwA Noise Abatement criteria. 
Predicted noise levels in the design year at sites 4, 5, and 6 
would exceed the 67 dBA criteria by 2 decibels at site 4, 4 
decibels at site 5, and 3 decibels at site 6. All three sites have 
ambient noise levels that presently exceed the FHWA 67 dBA 
criteria. 

NSA 4 and 5 (see Figure 1) 

Eleven (11) single family residences are located 
in the noise sensitive area along the east side of Connecticut 
Avenue between Montrose Drive and 1-495 (this number includes 
several in-house offices). With Build noise levels ranging from 
69 dBA to 71 dBA (see Table 6) , this area qualifies for noise 
abatement consideration. 

Noise levels for this area could be abated 5 to 6 
dBA with construction of a noise wall along the east side right- 
of-way line of Connecticut Avenue (in front of the homes) . The 
required wall would: 

• be 1,100 feet long. 

• be 15 feet high. 

• cost $446,000 (wall construction cost only). 

• have a cost per residence of $40,500. 

Construction of this wall would require the 
blocking of the driveway accesses on nine (9) residences as they 
now exist. Wall construction would also require the acquisition of 
the four (4) homes with sole access on Connecticut Avenue (8905, 
8907, 8909, 8911) since access would be blocked by the wall. This 
would raise the wall cost above $446,000 and reduce the number of 
residences protected by the wall, thus increasing the cost per 
residence above the $40,500 cited above. 

It should be noted that driveway access would be 
denied only with the wall construction and not with the proposed 
project. The proposed project's offer to purchase four (4) of these 
homes with sole access on Connecticut Avenue would not reduce the 
number of residences whose driveway access is blocked by the wall 
since SHA will purchase the homes only at the homeowner's request. 
SHA intends to resell the homes, thus retaining the residential 
nature of the properties. To deny access is not reasonable and to 
leave so many breaks in the wall for access would eliminate the 
wall's effectiveness. 
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In addition, construction of the wall would not 
allow for the possible construction of the sidewalk that will be 
investigated during the design phase for the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue and would be aesthetically intrusive to the 
character of the community. 

In summary, based on the above, construction of 
this wall is not reasonable and feasible. 

NSA 6 (see Figure 1) 

Eleven (11) single family residences are located 
in the noise sensitive area along the west side of Connecticut 
Avenue between Jones Bridge Road and 1-495. With a Build noise 
level of 69 dBA (see Table 6) , this area qualifies for noise 
abatement consideration. 

Noise levels for this area could be abated 5 to 6 
dBA with construction of a noise wall along the west side right- 
of-way line of Connecticut Avenue (in front of the homes) . The 
required wall would: 

• be 1,250 feet long. 

• be 15 feet high. 

• cost $506,000. 

• have a cost per residence of $46,500. 

Construction of this wall would require the blocking of the 
driveway accesses on five (5) residences as they now exist. In 
addition, access from three (3) local streets to Connecticut Avenue 
would be denied (Parsons Street, Montrose Drive and Woodlawn Road). 
The cost per residence of this wall exceeds the allowable cost 
per impacted residence of approximately $40,000. To deny this 
access is not reasonable and to leave so many breaks in the wall 
for driveway and street access would eliminate the wall's 
effectiveness. Therefore, based on the above, construction of this 
wall is not reasonable and feasible. 

In addition to noise walls, other abatement measures 
were considered as addressed in the Federal-Aid Highway Program 
Manual 7-7-3.  These included: 

1. Traffic Management Measures (e.g., traffic control 
devices and signing for prohibition of certain vehicles 
(heavy trucks) , time use restrictions for certain types 
of vehicles, modified speed limits and exclusion lane 
designations). 

These types of measures are not appropriate for a state 
highway serving as access to 1-495. It is not legally 
possible to prohibit heavy trucks from Connecticut 
Avenue. 

a "0 
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2. Alterations of Horizontal and Vertical Alignment 

Changes in the vertical alignment are not feasible as 
a mitigation measure because this would involve 
reconstruction along the existing roadway. This 
reconstruction would result in prohibitive additional 
costs and impacts. 

3. Acquisition of Real Property or Property Rights to 
Establish Buffer Zones or Install Earth Berms. 

Because insufficient land is available to install 
buffer zones or earth berms for NSA's 4, 5 and 6, no 
options other than the possible purchase of the four 
homes along the east side of Connecticut Avenue whose 
only driveway access is onto Connecticut Avenue were 
evaluated. 
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C.  SUMMARY OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Prior to the Public Hearing, numerous informal meetings were 
held with neighborhood representatives in order to brief them on 
the purpose of this study, the range of alternatives to be 
evaluated and evaluation methods. 

The following summarizes the comments resulting from the 
Combined Location/Design Public Hearing held November 16, 1987 at 
the North Chevy Chase Elementary School (see Section IV and V of 
this report for the Verbal and Written comments received at and 
subsequent to the Public Hearing): 

TABLE 7: SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

TOTAL 
NUMBER 

1         PREFERENCE (if aiven) 
NO-BUILD BUILD OPTIONS (1) 

Verbal 
attended by 
350+ people 

42 17 16 - Limited support 
for A, B, G 

- Opposition to 
D, E, F 

Written 

o Community 
Associations 

4 2 2 - Support for SB 
Kensington Pkwy 
movement 

o Petitions 2 1 
(244 

signatures) 

1 
(132 
homes) 

- none expressed 

o Individuals 104 69 20 - Limited support 
to A, B, G 

- Opposition to 
C, D, E, F 

NOTES 

(1)  Preference s not universally expressed for options. 

i\5 

This project was also presented to the Montgomery County 
Planning Board on December 3, 1987 and on November 17, 1988. 
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D.  TEAM RECOMMENDATION 

The Project Planning Team recommended the selection of the 
Build Alternative, with further consideration of Option B to be 
addressed in final design. Actions to address concerns raised 
through the study process are presented on page II-2 and Figure 1 
of this report. 

The Build Alternative is supported by Montgomery County and the 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission. 
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IV. PUBLIC HEARING 
COMMENTS 



Al 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 495/MARYLAND ROUTE 185 

INTERCHANGE RECONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT NUMBER M 600-101-370 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

IV.  PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 

A. COMBINED LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

A Combined Location/Design Public Hearing was held on November 
16, 1987 at the North Chevy Chase Elementary School in Chevy Chase, 
Maryland. The purpose of the Hearing was to present the results 
of the engineering and environmental studies completed for the 
interchange reconstruction project and to receive public comments. 
Approximately 350 people attended the Hearing, and 36 individuals 
made public statements following the presentation by the SHA 
Project Planning Team (17 in favor of the No-Build, 16 in favor of 
the Build, and 3 offered no comments). 

In addition to the No-Build and Build Alternatives, Build 
Options A through G were also presented. 

The following is a summary of the public statements made during 
the Combined Location/Design Public Hearing and the responses 
offered by SHA (page reference is to the transcript). A complete 
Hearing transcript is available for review in the Project Develop- 
ment Division offices, State Highway Administration, 707 North 
Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. Written comments 
received during or after the Hearing are discussed in the cor- 
respondence section of this document (Section V.). 

B. PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS - ORAL 

!•  Mr. Jeff Noah. Chairman of the Citizens Committee of the 
Village of North Chevy Chase, (p.27) 

Comment: Mr. Noah strongly supported SHA's study to remove 
the Beltway ramp from Kensington Parkway (i.e. the Build Alterna- 
tive) . He noted that North Chevy Chase is a residential community 
of 200 households and stated that they have had "...20 hazardous 
years of Kensington Parkway being used as a Beltway ramp". He 
noted that one of the ironic circumstances of this situation is 
that as a special taxing district, the village of North Chevy Chase 
is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of Kensington Parkway 
and SHA's 11,000 commuter cars a day which "...literally divide 
the community in two". Mr. Noah also requested that should 
Kensington Parkway be closed at the Jones Bridge/Connecticut Avenue 
Kensington Parkway interchange, the green road (Option A) be 
constructed. He concluded his statement by submitting for the 
record the names of 244 signers of a petition supporting the 
removal of the Beltway ramp from Kensington Parkway, along with a 
letter of support from the Montgomery Chapter of the Maryland 
Municipal League. 
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SHA Response: The Selected Build Alternative addresses the issues 
raised by Mr. Noah. The Kensington Parkway traffic movement at the 
Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway intersec- 
tion will not be modified — the green road (Option A) has been 
dropped from further consideration. 

2. Dr. Edward J. Leonardr Treasure of the Village Committee 
of North Chevy Chase, (p.30) 

Comment: Dr. Leonard spoke strongly in favor of the relocation 
of the Beltway entrance ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue. He reiterated SHA's "...long standing verbal commitment 
from the State Roads Commission that the ramps would be removed" 
following their temporary placement at Kensington Parkway. He 
noted that this commitment was confirmed in the "VCC Master Plan 
of 1970 which specified relocation of the ramps in Connecticut 
Avenue". He applauded SHA's relocation of the Beltway exit ramp 
from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue in 1981, and 
requested that SHA complete the removal of all interstate traffic 
on Kensington Parkway. He also spoke in favor of Build Option A. 
He concluded his remarks by stating that the central issue here is 
that "...Kensington Parkway is a local road. It is not designed 
for commuter traffic." 

SHA Response: See Response number 1. 

3. Ms. Barbara Gregg. 3601 Dundee Drive, (p.34) 

Comment: Ms. Gregg addressed community values in North Chevy 
Chase and stated that "...the existence of Kensington Parkway 
barrier makes it difficult to sustain the relationships necessary 
for a strong, cohesive community." She concluded her remarks by 
supporting the Build Alternative and Option A, along with any other 
improvements which alleviate negative impacts to the public living 
along Connecticut Avenue. 

SHA Response: See Response number 1. 

4. Mr. John Schnitker. 9006 Montgomery Avenue, (p.36) 

Comment: Mr. Schnitker is Secretary of the Village governing 
body, the Citizens Committee of North Chevy Chase. Mr. Schnitker 
spoke in favor of the Build alternative, and emphasized that it 
must include Option A if the Kensington Parkway intersection is 
going to be altered at Jones Bridge Road/Connecticut Avenue. He 
also noted that trucks frequently ignore the prohibition on truck 
traffic on Kensington Parkway and thus stated that the potential 
increase in truck volumes associated with the relocation of the on- 
ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue are simply not 
significant to warrant the expressions of concern which have been 
raised by some about this issue. He also noted that relocation of 
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the ramp should not be seen as a precursor for future development 
on Connecticut Avenue south of Jones Bridge Road. He stated that 
"...developers will have an uphill task of demonstrating the 
proposed use to meet the stringent requirements of Mayor Manuela." 

SHA Response: See Response number 1. 

5. Ms. Karen Hainlein. 3605 Kenilworth Driveway, (p.40) 

Comment: Ms. Hainlein addressed community problems associated 
with gaining access to the Rock Creek Park bicycle path, especially 
in view of the high speed traffic that uses Kensington Parkway to 
access the Beltway. She stated that Kensington Parkway is a 
barrier, "...it divides our small community". She supported the 
Build Alternative. 

SHA Response: See Response number 1. 

6. Mr. George Lear. 9005 Kensington Parkway, (p. 41) 

Comment: Mr. Lear noted that Kensington Parkway is a local 
residential street, and was "...never built to meet the safety 
standards and engineering principles for a high-speed traffic 
artery to the Beltway". He noted that since 1983, more than 14 
accidents along Kensington Parkway had been reported. He presented 
photographs typical of accidents that go unreported to the police 
and noted that last year, over a short period of hours, three 
separate skidding accidents occurred. He supported selection of 
the Build alternative. 

SHA Response: See Response number 1. 

7. Ms. Marilyn Levitt, Manager, Village of North Chevy Chase, 
(p. 43) 

Comment: Ms. Levitt spoke not as a resident of the Village, 
but as a mother of two elementary school children and Co-President 
of the North Chevy Chase Elementary School PTA. She presented 
slides which addressed the community split that occurs as a result 
of the use of Kensington Parkway for access to the Beltway. She 
noted that community visiting back and forth has been impeded by 
the "...physical barrier presented by the heavy and rapid traffic 
heading for the ramp on Kensington Parkway". She also addressed 
cut-through traffic on East Inverness Drive, and expressed concern 
about traffic cutting through her community to access the Ken- 
sington Parkway ramp. In addition to supporting the Build 
Alternative, she urged adoption of Option A if Kensington Parkway 
southbound is closed at Connecticut Avenue. Option A would permit 
continuation of the ride-on bus service which is used by her 
husband. 

SHA Response: See Response number 1. 
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8.  Mr. Paul Ferrero. 3705 Houston Drive, (p. 47) 

Comment: Mr. Ferrero, who has been a resident of the community 
for 46 years, reviewed the planning and design history which 
permitted the State Roads Commission to place the Beltway inter- 
change ramps onto Kensington Parkway. He noted that the community 
of North Chevy Chase, which is a separate special taxing area, was 
never consulted regarding this proposal. After the proposal would 
be presented, assurances were given by SRC representatives that the 
"...arrangement of the ramps was temporary". He concluded his 
statement by requesting that the SHA make good on its commitment 
for a temporary ramp connection. 

SHA Response: See Response number 1. 

9. Mr. Robert Pleasure. 3604 Inverness Drive, (p. 48) 

Comment: Mr. Pleasure spoke in favor of the Build Alternative 
and Option A. He discussed accident problems associated with use 
of Kensington Parkway and discussed the posted speed limit.  He 
concluded his remarks by noting that the " public interest 
clearly lies with safety and with removing the access ramp." 

SHA Response: See Response number 1. 

10. Mr. HessellP Attorney Representing the Chevy Chase Valley 
Citizens Association, (p. 51) 

Comment: Before beginning his remarks, Mr. Hessell requested 
that SHA include all comments received as a part of the Montgomery 
County Planning Board's "Mandatory Referral" process in the 
transcript. Speaking on behalf of the Chevy Chase Valley Citizens 
Association, Mr. Hessell supported the No-Build for the primary 
reason of adverse traffic impacts along Connecticut Avenue 
associated with the relocated ramp, as well as the potential 
increase of cut through traffic. He noted that the relocation of 
the exit ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue in 1981 
was accomplished without public input. He stated that "Connecticut 
Avenue was narrower than Kensington Parkway 27 years ago. 
Residents along Connecticut Avenue have had 90% of the through 
traffic dumped on their lawns and it continued to get half of the 
difference of growth since 1981". He encouraged those present at 
the Hearing to take a walk along Connecticut Avenue and experience 
what it is like. He cited three problems with the Environmental 
Assessment. The EA begins with a premise "How do we get traffic 
off of Kensington Parkway?" It should address the question "What 
is best for traffic in this area?" He also noted that the 
Environmental Assessment does not fully address all issues, such 
as traffic service on Connecticut Avenue, etc. 
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Mr. Hessell exceeded his four minute time allotment, 
and was requested to hold the completion of his comments until all 
speakers had presented. He concluded his comments by strongly 
opposing SHA's proposal, then discussing Option B ("looks good") 
and Option G ("may need some work"). He noted that he will "file 
whatever protest I can". 

SHA Response; In the summer of 1987, SHA representatives met with 
Mr. Hessell and other Chevy Chase Valley residents to discuss the 
scope and approach and development of alternatives to this project. 
As discussed during that meeting, the No-Build and Build Alterna- 
tives for relocation of Ramp H from Kensington Parkway were 
discussed. As a result of this community meeting and other 
community meetings, as well as input received from elected 
officials and other agency representatives, a series of Build 
options was developed to test various possible solutions. Both the 
No-Build and Build Alternatives, as well as Options A through G, 
are fully discussed in the Environmental Assessment and were 
presented at the Public Hearing. 

To the extent feasible, the selected Build Alternative 
will be constructed within existing State Highway Administration 
right of way and within existing curbs wherever possible. 

11. Mr. Robert Curran. 8810 Connecticut Avenue, (p. 57) 

Comment; Mr. Curran moved into his home on December 31, 1956. 
He offered for the public record photographs taken in front of his 
home in April, 1959, which showed that Connecticut Avenue was just 
a small two lane country road. He noted that in response to 
questions from neighbors in North Chevy Chase, asking "...why did 
you buy on Connecticut Avenue?" he noted that the picture is self- 
explanatory — Connecticut Avenue was once a nice country road. 
He then presented recent photographs of Connecticut Avenue, noting 
the massive traffic flows. Several other slides of Connecticut 
Avenue noting bus stops, sidewalks (lack of), and traffic conges- 
tion were also presented. He concluded his comment by noting that 
the proposed plan will continue the process of widening Connecticut 
Avenue, taking more of the front yards. He asked "Is it fair to 
have Connecticut Avenue residents suffer additional hardship so 
that Kensington Parkway residents can enjoy a decrease in traffic 
at our expense?" 

SHA Response; To the extent feasible, all improvements in conjunc- 
tion with the Selected Build Alternative will be made within 
existing State Highway Administration right of way and within 
existing curbs whenever possible. Traffic analyses indicate that 
widening Connecticut Avenue between the interchange project and the 
Jones Bridge Road intersection is not cost effective. Other than 
normal maintenance or safety improvements, no widening is planned 
on Connecticut Avenue south of Jones Bridge Road. SHA believes 
that the elected officials and the Montgomery County Planning Board 
both properly recognize the function of Kensington Parkway as a 
local road and its inappropriateness to be carrying major traffic 
volumes accessing the beltway. 
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12. Ms. Mary Ann Berberichf 3909 Montrose Driveway, (p.60) 
# 

Comment; Ms. Berberich has been a resident on Montrose 
Driveway for the past seventeen years and is currently President 
of the Council of the Chevy Chase Valley Citizens Association. She 
stated that the original Beltway/Connecticut Avenue interchange, 
in addition to being quite safe, "...equitably distributed the 
Beltway generated traffic between the two similar residential 
communities located in the immediate area". At that time, Connec- 
ticut Avenue and Kensington Parkway shared the north-south local 
and through traffic. She then showed slides which illustrated the 
consequences of SHA's 1981 decision to relocate the Beltway exit 
ramp to Connecticut Avenue and the resulting traffic problems. She 
also showed slides of vehicles attempting to access Jones Bridge 
Road and Connecticut Avenue from their community. She noted that 
since 1960, after Connecticut Avenue was widened, children have had 
to be bussed to school because of problems at the Connecticut 
Avenue/Kensington Parkway/Jones Bridge Road intersection. 

She also expressed concern that the Build Alternative 
Ramp N-E would result in a diversion of Jones Bridge Road traffic 
through their community in order to take a "cut through" route. 
Ms. Berberich supported the No-Build Alternative. 

SHA Response: The distribution of traffic between Connecticut 
Avenue and Kensington Parkway must address the functional classi- 
fication of each facility. Kensington Parkway is a local residen- 
tial street, not appropriate for interstate traffic. SHA will 
request that Montgomery County consider installing a traffic signal 
at the intersection of Spring Valley Road and Jones Bridge Road. 
This signal would facilitate movements out of the Chevy Chase 
Valley community. Although it is not anticipated that cut through 
vehicles will use the community, installation of sign prohibitions 
at Connecticut Avenue/Woodlawn would eliminate this problem should 
it occur. 

13. Mr. John D. Alexopoulos. 8911 Connecticut Avenue, (p. 65) 

Comment; Mr. Alexopoulos expressed concern that the experts 
show "...no sensitivity, no compassion, and no consideration for 
human lives." He opposed the conversion of Connecticut Avenue from 
a residential road to an "...empty space without people, without 
houses — just cars moving along". He opposed all Alternatives 
except the No-Build. 

SHA Response: SHA fully supports the residential character of 
Connecticut Avenue, but in view of the inappropriateness of major 
interstate traffic on Kensington Parkway, believes that the 
relocation of this ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue is the proper action. For those residents on the east side 
of Connecticut Avenue whose only access is on to Connecticut Avenue 
(including in Alexopoulos' house), SHA will consider purchasing 
their residences at fair market value. The purchases would be on 
a purely voluntary basis and would not include any reimbursement 
for relocation expenses. 
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14. Ms. Sandra Alexopoulos. 89,11 Connecticut Avenue, (p. 66) 

Comment; Ms. Alexopoulos stated that she and her husband have 
lived on the east side of Connecticut Avenue for the past ten 
years. She spoke on behalf of residents of the Village of North 
Chevy Chase who oppose the ramp relocation. These residents on 
Connecticut Avenue "...have watched Connecticut Avenue grow from 
2 lanes to 6 lanes..." and have watched their "...front yards and 
driveways become ever smaller and more dangerous". She stated that 
they "...have assumed our share of traffic burden — more than our 
share — without complaint: but now, we say enough". She expressed 
strong concern that noise abatement measures were not proposed for 
this project. She noted that one of her family members "...is 
severely hearing impaired and has been advised by his doctor that 
any increase in noise could seriously damage the little hearing he 
has left". She stated that the families living along Connecticut 
Avenue are "...endangered species..." if the ramp is relocated. 

SHA Response: See Response number 13. Detailed air quality and 
noise assessments were completed for the project and noise barriers 
and other mitigation measures are not reasonable given the number 
of driveways along both sides of Connecticut Avenue. 

15. Mr. Arnold Mitchum. 3901 Woodlawn Road, (p. 69) 

Comment: Mr. Mitchum is opposed to building anything at this 
interchange, and that the environmental study has "serious flaws". 
For instance, problems caused by vibration are not addressed. He 
stated that although the neighborhood was noisy when he purchased 
his house a year and a half ago, it has gotten worse, particularly 
because SHA has not repaired Connecticut Avenue. He also expressed 
concern about safety. Vehicles speed along Connecticut Avenue in 
excess of the speed limit, making it difficult for .children to 
cross the street. He also noted that cut through traffic has been 
a problem. Most recently, a cut through driver forced his son's 
vehicle off the road and into an accident (car totalled) . Mr. 
Mitchum is opposed to all alternatives with the possible exception 
of Option G. He requested consideration for not only the people 
living along Kensington Parkway, but also the residential proper- 
ties along Connecticut Avenue. 

SHA Response: See Response numbers 12, 13 and 14. In addition, 
SHA conducted a vibration study at one residence located on the 
west side of Connecticut Avenue. The results of this study 
indicated that while traffic generated vibrations are clearly 
discernable within the residences, their intensity is low and not 
structurally damaging to the property. 
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16. Mr. John Mathias, 8812 Connecticut Avenue, (p. 73) 

Comment; Mr. Mathias has been a resident of the west side of 
Connecticut Avenue for the past 24 years. He is strongly opposed 
to any of the Build options, primarily because of the existing 
hazards which pedestrians must experience in order to cross 
Connecticut Avenue. Continuous moving traffic will cause unaccept- 
able hazards and completely isolate the Chevy Chase Valley 
community. He noted that until SHA addresses the traffic problems 
in the entire Connecticut Avenue corridor, they should not engage 
in patchwork programs that will make things worse. He concluded 
his statement by noting the residents of Connecticut Avenue 
purchased their homes with an implied commitment that the inter- 
change ramps would remain split between Connecticut Avenue and 
Kensington Parkway. 

SHA Response; See Response numbers 12, 13 and 14. 

17. Mr. Frank Vartaric. representing Coalition on Sensible 
Transportation, (p. 76) 

Comment: In addition to protesting the sudden inclusion of the 
four minute hearing presentation rule, Mr. Vartaric presented 
slides summarizing his analyses of the Environmental Assessment 
and study options. He criticized SHA for not including the ramp 
deficiencies associated with this interchange in the previous 
Beltway widening environmental statements. He critiqued each of 
the options, noting deficiencies. With reference to Option B, he 
expressed concern about potential "grid lock conditions". He also 
expressed concern that a sidewalk does not exist on the east side 
of Connecticut Avenue. Sidewalks and cross walks are not suffi- 
cient along Connecticut Avenue, and how can "...we expect pedes- 
trians or the handicapped" to use this route? 

SHA Response; With the exception of future consideration for Option 
B, none of the previous Build Options have been selected. When the 
project enters the design phase, SHA will investigate the feasibil- 
ity, cost, and impact of constructing a sidewalk along the east 
side of Connecticut Avenue and will coordinate with the County and 
adjacent property owners before making a decision of whether or not 
to construct such a sidewalk. Other pedestrian safety measures, 
including improved cross walks, will be included in the Selected 
Build Alternative. 

18. Gordon Fowlerr Director of Chevy Chase Recreation Associa- 
tion (CCRA) (p. 82) 

Comment; Mr. Fowler is also on the Board of Hamlet Citizens 
Association, which is a community behind 8101 Connecticut Avenue. 
Speaking on behalf of the CCRA, Mr. Fowler noted that CCRA is a 
swim and tennis club with about 800 members. In addition, a 100 
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student nursery is on the grounds. There is in-traffic at 9 
o'clock in the morning, out-trafficv at 11:45 am, in-traffic at 
12:15 pm, out-traffic at 2 PM and out-traffic at 3 PM. Mr. Fowler 
was opposed to Options D and G, and any general rebuilding of 
Connecticut Avenue and the Jones Bridge Road intersection. He also 
expressed concern that the provision of 3 southbound lanes on 
Connecticut Avenue with an additional curb lane for right turns 
only to Jones Bridge Road would result in vehicles being forced to 
shift over one lane to avoid the forced right turn at Jones Bridge 
Road. If there is construction proposed, pedestrian and bicycle 
access to Rock Creek Park should be enhanced. 

SHA Response: Neither Options D or G are a part of the Selected 
Build alternative, although a right turn only lane is proposed at 
Jones Bridge Road intersection. This lane, which would be 
accommodated by a lane shift into the existing left turn bays at 
Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road, will encourage drivers to 
turn right at Jones Bridge Road. Southbound transit vehicles will 
be permitted to continue through the intersection. Pedestrian 
measures will be included in the final design. 

19. Mr. Fred Lawrencef 8806 Spring Valley Road, (p. 86) 

Comment: Mr. Lawrence proposed increase mass transit as an 
option for reducing the total number of vehicles coming through 
the residential communities on Connecticut Avenue and Kensington 
Parkway. He suggested additional traffic signals along Kensington 
Parkway to control speeders. He was strongly opposed to Option A 
and encouraged construction of sidewalks along Connecticut Avenue. 
He also noted that a 20% projected increase in traffic in the next 
33 years seems low. 

SHA Response: The Selected Build Alternative would continue to 
permit the operation of bus transit as it currently exists today. 
Increased mass transit usage would not be anticipated to improve 
traffic operations or significantly reduce vehicular traffic 
volumes through the I-495/Connecticut Avenue interchange. The 
provision of additional traffic signals on Kensington Parkway would 
result in increased rear end accidents. As discussed in other 
responses, sidewalks will be evaluated along the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue during final design. The "low" 20% projected 
increase in traffic by the design year reflects the fact that the 
study area is largely "built out" and significant new traffic 
generators are not anticipated. 

20. Mr. Douglass Dolan. 3701 Houston Drive, (p. 89) 

Comment: Mr. Dolan stated that the point of this meeting is 
not specific traffic volumes on Kensington Parkway, but the fact 
that the Beltway ramps onto Kensington Parkway are illegal because 
they connect to a local residential street. He emphasized the 
existing safety problems associated with Ramp H from Kensington 
Parkway. Mr. Dolan stated that Ramp H (northbound Kensington 
Parkway to eastbound 1-495) was "open prematurely 23 years ago and 
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a little girl 5 days shy of her 13th birthday died on that ramp, 
That girl w$k  my daughter." 

SHA Response; The selected action would relocate all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. 

21« Mr. Monroe Vincent. 3905 Jones Bridge Road, (p. 90) 

Comment: Mr. Vincent has been a resident of Jones Bridge Road 
for over 30 years. He noted that previous pictures of Connecticut 
Avenue in the old days brought back fond memories. He expressed 
support for depressing Connecticut Avenue under Jones Bridge Road 
as recommended in County Plan 2000. He suggested that the impacts 
associated with this plan would probably be less than those 
currently anticipated. He also suggested that SHA consider a 
cutoff for eastbound traffic on 1-495 to access Hawkins Lane and 
then west on Jones Bridge Road instead of using Connecticut Avenue. 
This would accommodate easier traffic movements for residents along 
Connecticut Avenue. 

SHA Response: The Connecticut Avenue underpass proposed in Plan 
2000 would cost approximately $20 million to $30 million, far in 
excess of available SHA resources for this project. In addition, 
the scale of this depressed facility would not be in keeping with 
remaining portions of Connecticut Avenue. 

Mr. Vincent's suggestion for an exit ramp from 1-495 
to Hawkins Lane, a local residential street, would be as in- 
appropriate as the existing ramp to Kensington Parkway. 

22• Dr. Robert Berberichr 3909 Montrose Driveway, (p. 93) 

Comment: Dr. Berberich stated that any plan which proposes 
taking property from the front yards on the homes along Connecticut 
Avenue is "a nightmare". He opposed any plan to bring traffic 
closer to the doorsteps of these neighbors, and noted "...their 
lives would be disrupted, the value of the property will plummet, 
and they will feel insulated". He expressed concern that such an 
action would end up in the selling of these residential properties 
for commercial uses. Currently, Connecticut Avenue is a residential 
street from Kensington to Chevy Chase Circle except for the Lake 
Shopping Area. Any decision to widen Connecticut Avenue would send 
a "powerful and threatening message" to all the neighborhoods 
between these locations. 

SHA Response: To the extent feasible, all improvements associated 
with the selected action will be made within existing State Highway 
Administration right of way and existing curbs wherever possible. 
It is SHA's expectation to retain and maintain the residential 
character of Connecticut Avenue. As noted in previous responses, 
SHA will consider requests from the owners of the four residences 
on the east side of Connecticut Avenue between Jones Bridge Road 
and the Beltway interchange whose only access is on to Connecticut 
Avenue to have their residences purchased at fair market value. 
The purchases would be on a purely voluntary basis and would not 
include any reimbursement for relocation expenses. 
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23. John Dean. Vice-chairman of the Council of Village 5, the 
Village of Chevy Chase, (p. 94) 

Comment: Mr. Dean was concerned about truck traffic along 
Connecticut Avenue, vehicle speeds along Connecticut Avenue, and 
is opposed to any widening of Connecticut Avenue. He supported 
the No-Build Option. 

SHA Response: An analysis of additional trucks anticipated to use 
new Ramp N-E from northbound Connecticut Avenue to eastbound 1-495 
was made. In addition to growth in baseline truck volumes by the 
year 2010 (estimated to be approximately 18 percent) , an additional 
170 to 370 trucks per day are estimated to be diverted to north- 
bound Connecticut Avenue as a direct result of new Ramp N-E. See 
previous responses addressing right-of-way acquisition (#22). 

24. Oscar Heckmanf 8905 Spring Valley Road, (p. 96) 

Comment: Mr. Heckman has been a resident of Spring Valley Road 
for 30 years. He expressed concern with Option G, especially for 
the 54 houses in Chevy Chase Valley that must access Jones Bridge 
Road. He requested improvements to the intersection of Jones 
Bridge Road and Spring Valley Road. 

SHA Response: As a part of the selected Build Alternative, SHA will 
request that Montgomery County consider installing a traffic signal 
at the intersection of Spring Valley Road and Jones Bridge Road. 
This traffic signal would be coordinated with a signal at Connec- 
ticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road and would be installed in order 
to facilitate movements out of the Chevy Chase Valley community. 

25. Edith Kiether. 3708 Stewart Drive, (p. 96) 

Comment: Ms. Keither has lived on Stewart Drive for 23 to 24 
years before the Beltway opened. She reviewed difficulties she has 
experienced in accessing Kensington Parkway because of heavy 
traffic volumes destined for the Beltway. She suggested that the 
problem "is not hurryness, it is automobiles. And what we can do 
to remove the problem is to insist that only those automobiles that 
are paid for are allowed to drive on the road." 

SHA Response: The selected Build Alternative would remove all 
interstate destined traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

26. Mr. Martin Snyderman, 8804 Spring Valley Road, (p. 100) 

Comment: Mr. Snyderman has been a resident on Spring Valley 
Road for 25 years. While he expressed sympathy for traffic 
problems, he was strongly opposed to any idea of taking property 
for expanding Jones Bridge Road. He supported Option B and 
requested assistance for access to Spring Valley Road. 
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SHA Response: The design of the eastbound Beltway to southbound 
Connecticut Avenue ramp will be reviewed during final design to 
determine if a modified connection can be made to reduce traffic 
speed and provide an improved merge on Connecticut Avenue. The 
addition of a traffic signal would facilitate the creation of gaps 
in southbound Connecticut Avenue traffic. In addition, SHA will 
request that Montgomery County consider installing a traffic signal 
at the intersection of Jones Valley Road and Jones Bridge Road. 
This traffic signal would be coordinated with the signal at 
Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road. 

27. Mr. John Cornwell. 9607 Gwynn Crest, (p. 101) 

Comment: Mr. Cornwell previously lived at 8905 Connecticut 
Avenue and moved because he "...figured it (Connecticut Avenue) was 
not a safe place to be". He requested speed control to slow 
traffic on northbound Connecticut Avenue. He stated that "...we're 
all trapped in this driveway they call Connecticut Avenue. All 
current recommendations seem to gloss over the situations for those 
residents". He also requested an evaluation on the effects of 
closing Kensington Parkway southbound on Beach Drive and impacts 
to Rock Creek Park. He stated that additional traffic on Connec- 
ticut Avenue was unacceptable and Option G is "...totally unaccept- 
able for those who have to get out of their driveways". 

SHA Response: See Response numbers 12, 13 and 14. In addition, 
the selected Build Alternative does not propose any modifications 
for the Kensington Parkway approach at the five legged intersec- 
tion. Consequently, adverse traffic impacts would not occur at 
Beach Drive as a result of the Selected Action. 

28. Mr. Nicholas Letsau, Linwood Place, (p. 103) 

Comment: Mr. Letsau expressed concern about traffic build up 
on Connecticut Avenue and the potential commercialization of this 
facility. He was especially concerned about the proposed Howard 
Hughes Institute between Manna Road and Jones Bridge Road. He 
opposed Options D and E and discussed concern about truck traffic 
volumes. He observed that his experiences on Kensington Parkway 
indicated to him that traffic drives at the posted speed limit and 
that traffic counts are "relatively light". He supported the No- 
Build until further study is made so that traffic can be taken off 
of Connecticut Avenue and Connecticut Avenue could return to a 
situation of a "safe street". He noted that "...the Kensington 
Parkway residents should share their burden along with the rest of 
us". 

SHA Response: See Response numbers 12, 13 and 14. Proposed 
developments such as the Howard Hughes Medical Institute are 
independent of the selected Build Alternative. The approval process 
for these developments is primarily the County and local jurisdic- 
tions' responsibilities. 
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29. Mr. William B. Youngf Woodlawn Road, (p. 105) 

Comment; Mr. Young reviewed the changes which have occurred 
along Connecticut Avenue. The area along Connecticut Avenue south 
of Jones Bridge Road, or at least south of the lake, has retained 
its general residential character. He noted that if Connecticut 
Avenue is widened, or if more traffic is added, there will be 
"...inevitable pressure for rezoning, for commercial develop- 
ment..." While he expressed sympathy for the residents of 
Kensington Parkway, he was concerned that the ramp modifications 
would result in increased commercial development and requested that 
"...let's do everything we can to stop adding more cars and making 
this just another throughway into downtown". 

SHA Response:      See Response number 28. 

30. Mr. William Leahy. 8813 Kensington Parkway, (p. 107) 

Comment: Mr. Leahy supported the Build Alternative and 
suggested that we "—have to look at the realities of the present 
untenable situation and try make the best of it". He noted that 
it is clear to any outside observer that there is a significant 
difference in the traffic characteristics between Connecticut 
Avenue and Kensington Parkway. Keeping in mind safety issues, he 
strongly encouraged SHA to relocate the ramp. 

SHA Response: The selected Build Alternative addresses the issues 
raised by Mr. Leahy. 

31. Saul Gnatt. 3604 Faircastle Drive, (p. 108) 

Comment: Mr. Gnatt has lived on Faircastle Drive for 28 years 
and noted that his street abuts Ramp H. He expressed support for 
the removal of Ramp H. 

SHA Response: The selected Build Alternative would remove Ramp H 
and replace it with new Ramp N-E from Connecticut Avenue. 

Note: Mr. Gnatt was the last speaker who had signed-up to speak 
during the Hearing. The following individuals rose in turn 
to offer comments. 

32. Ms. Betsy Dolan. 3701 Husted Drive, (p. 109) 

Comment: Ms. Dolan noted that the existing ramp from Ken- 
sington Parkway to the Beltway is "...illegal in that it is the 
only access road on the 65 miles of the Beltway that either is 
access or exit onto a village road". She noted that Kensington 
Parkway is maintained by the residents in North Chevy Chase 
Citizens Association. 
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SHA Response: The selected Build Alternative would remove all 
interstate destined traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

33. Mr. Roscoe Reeves. 3706 Inverness Drive, (p. 110) 

Comment: Mr. Reeves noted that he has heard a lot of "... 
misinformation by some of the later speakers about the traffic 
situation on Kensington Parkway". He noted that the condition along 
Kensington Parkway is "...intolerable from a safety standpoint and, 
until something is done, it is going to continue to have tragic 
consequences..." He also noted the County Police have refused to 
enforce the prohibition against trucks. He also challenged 
previous comments about the lack of speeding on Kensington Parkway. 
He concluded by noting that the main issue is to "...get the 
traffic off of Kensington Parkway because of the safety issue." 

SHA Response: The Selected Build Alternative would remove all 
interstate destined traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

34. Ms. Linda Esterson. 9012 Kensington Parkway, (p. 112) 

Comment: Ms. Esterson spoke about existing safety problems 
along Kensington Parkway and noted the significant number of 
accidents that occur along the Parkway. She also discussed access 
problems in either trying to cross Kensington Parkway or enter 
Kensington Parkway from her driveway. She noted that the ultimate 
solution which would solve the problem for both residents of 
Kensington Parkway as well as Connecticut Avenue, would be to 
"close all the damn ramps to that Beltway.  Just close them all". 

SHA Response: SHA, as well as the elected officials and Planning 
Board, recognize the function of Kensington Parkway as a local 
roadway and its inappropriateness to be carrying major traffic 
volumes accessing the Beltway. Connecticut Avenue, Maryland Route 
185, has both the capacity and the ability to accommodate these 
volumes. 

35. Mr. Chris Roberts. 3808 Inverness Drive, (p. 113) 

Comment: Mr. Roberts expressed concern about safety aspects 
of "...the unbelievable, insane traffic on Kensington Parkway". 
He suggested this cannot be allowed to continue. 

SHA Response: The selected Build Alternative will remove all 
interstate traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

IV-14 
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36. Milton Misels, west side of Connecticut Avenue, (p. 114) 

Coirtment: Mr. Misels encouraged those who lobby for relocation 
of the ramp to not "...bulldoze our community to make life easier 
for your bike riders...do not bulldoze our community so that you 
can make Kensington Parkway once more a rustic lane..." He 
requested all residents to share the traffic burden and noted that 
Kensington Parkway carries 11,000 cars and that Connecticut Avenue 
one-way carries 26,000 cars. The increase in traffic if Kensington 
Parkway would close would make "...life unlivable for people who 
live on Connecticut Avenue". He suggested that traffic signals 
along Kensington Parkway would solve the majority of the concerns 
raised by those residents. 

SHA Response: See Response number 34. 

37. Robert Silverman. Montgomery Avenue, (p. 116) 

Comment; Mr. Silverman has lived on Montgomery Avenue for 36 
or 37 years. He noted that you "...can't turn the clock back. We 
can't have this horse and buggy going up Connecticut Avenue any 
more." He stated that the automobile is here to stay and "...we 
must live with it". He briefly summarized what he has heard at 
the Hearing and applauded SHA for having "...the patience of a 
saint to listen to it all". He stated that he was willing to 
"...leave it to your good judgement". 

SHA Response: The selected Build Alternative is, in the judgement 
of SHA as well as elected officials and representatives of 
Montgomery County, the best solution for this problem. 

38. Ms. Linda Fernandes. 3911 Parsons Road, (p. 118) 

Comment: While Ms. Fernandes was in favor of relocating the 
Beltway traffic from Kensington Parkway, she requested that it 
should not be placed on Connecticut Avenue. She said "...there 
has to be another alternative.  These has to be another option". 

SHA Response: In the opinion of SHA, there are no other feasible 
locations for the relocation of the Kensington Parkway ramp. 
Connecticut Avenue is the proper location. 

39. Mr. Jim Hancock, 9011 Kensington Parkway, (p. 119) 

Comment: Mr. Hancock endorsed Mr. Silverman's request to let 
SHA decide. He stated that 23 years ago, when the ramps were 
originally placed at Kensington Parkway, sufficient information to 
address impacts was not available. But now that information is 
available to address the impacts of relocating the ramp from 
Kensington Parkway, the final solution should be left to SHA. 

SHA Response: See Response number 37. 
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40. Ron Laziere,. 8908 Kensington Parkway (p. 120) 

Comment; Mr. Laziere stated that he is a relative new comer, 
he has lived in his house only two and one half years. According 
to the figures in the Environmental Assessment, he stated that "... 
10 million cars have passed my house in 2-1/2 years". He stated 
that Kensington Parkway was not designed for that volume of 
traffic, it is not safe. 

SHA Response; The selected Build Alternative would relocate all 
interstate destined traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

41. Mark Hessell, (see previous speaker number 10), (p. 120) 

Comment: Mr. Hessell continued his presentation of evaluating 
the Environmental Assessment. He noted that the Environmental 
Assessment does not discuss traffic queuing at intersections. He 
also noted that Option E was not analyzed for noise impacts. He 
opposed Option E because of the resulting short driveways that 
would occur and the loss of the front yards. He also noted that 
the noise model "defies logic". It does not seem logical, Mr. 
Hessell stated, that an additional 11,000 vehicles on northbound 
Connecticut Avenue would not increase resulting noise volumes. He 
expressed concern about the effect widening Connecticut Avenue 
would have on property values. He stated that Option B has not 
been clearly defined. "Would a traffic signal be placed at the end 
of the ramp so that all southbound traffic could be stopped for a 
short period of time?" 

For these and other reasons, Mr. Hessell stated that 
the Environmental Assessment is "legally inadequate". He stated 
that it does not address social impacts upon Chevy Chase Valley and 
that a number of steps as required by the Maryland Action Plan were 
not followed. 

SHA Response: The selected Build Alternative would, to the extent 
feasible, be constructed within existing State Highway Administra- 
tion right of way and within existing curbs wherever possible. 
Additional right of way along Connecticut Avenue for roadway 
widening would not be required. See Section III.B.4.e. discussion 
explaining that increased traffic volumes result in lower speeds 
which result in lower noise levels. During final design, SHA will 
evaluate the eastbound Beltway to southbound Connecticut Avenue 
ramp to determine if a modified connection can be made to reduce 
traffic speed and provide an improved merge onto Connecticut 
Avenue. Consideration of traffic signalization will be a part of 
this evaluation. 
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42. Mr. Edward Leonardf North Chevy Chase, (p. 125) 

Comment: Dr. Leonard noted that the real issue is traffic 
volumes on northbound Connecticut Avenue. He stated that traffic 
volumes on southbound Connecticut Avenue are independent of the 
issue of relocating the ramp from Kensington Parkway. He noted 
that along northbound Connecticut Avenue (i.e., the east side), we 
"...already have a veterinarian, a doctor, a church office, and 
they are doing just fine. So, the threat of commercialization, I 
think is unrealistic". He supported relocation of the Beltway Ramp 
and Option B, along with Option A. 

SHA Response: The selected Build Alternative addresses the issues 
raised by Dr. Leonard. Option A, however, has been dropped from 
further consideration because the Kensington Parkway approach will 
not be modified at the Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Ken- 
sington Parkway intersection. 

43. Ms. Miriam Dow, Woodlawn Road, (p. 126) 

Comment: Ms. Dow expressed concern about statements made at 
the hearing, "its a case of a classic civil war. We have exag- 
gerated our discomfort". She encouraged SHA and the elected 
officials to investigate the possibility, "...however fantastic it 
may seem, of perhaps eliminating, ultimately, all access to the 
beltway from Connecticut Avenue". 

SHA Response: See Response number 34. 

44. Frank Vartaric. previous speaker number 17 continued 
(p. 127) 

Comment: Mr. Vartaric continued his presentation, and 
addressed some of the safety aspects along Connecticut Avenue and 
Kensington Parkway. He reviewed safety statistics along these 
facilities as well as the interchange ramps. And encouraged SHA 
to consider these particular aspects when talking about safety. 

SHA Response: Traffic safety consequences were addressed by SHA in 
the selection of the Build Alternative. 

45. Mr. John S. Schnitker, (previous speaker number 4 continua- 
tion) , (p.129) 

Comment: Mr. Schnitker echoed previous concerns about 
development on vacant parcels south of Jones Bridge Road. He noted 
that the time for evaluating these proposal is "...when there are 
specific proposals on the table". He suggested that this issue is 
not linked with the ramp problem.  He also noted that for the 
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residents of Chevy Chase Valley, who asked that residents on 
Kensington Parkway "... share the burden of traffic" that perhaps 
a realistic solution would be "...to have the exit ramp coming 
southbound on Connecticut Avenue and go right down Spring Valley 
Road". 

SHA Response; None. 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 495/MARYLAND ROUTE 185 
INTERCHANGE RECONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT NO. M 600-101-370 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

V.  CORRE S PONDENCE 

The following presents the written comments received during 
or subsequent to the Combined Location/Design Public Hearing (held 
November 16, 1987). Originals of these correspondence are available 
for review in the Project Development Division offices, State 
Highway Administration, 707 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21202. Oral comments received during the Hearing are 
presented in Section IV of this document. 

A.   WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT TO THE COMBINED/LOCATION 
DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING AND RESPONSES 

1. Community Associations (1 thru 4) pp V-2 thru pp V-49 

2. Petitions (1 and 2) pp V-50 and pp V-51 

3. Citizens' Letters (1 thru 104)   pp V-52 thru pp V-185 

B.   ELECTED OFFICIALS (1 thru 9) pp V-186 thru pp V-205 

C.   AGENCY COORDINATION (1 thru 16) pp V-206 thru pp V-226 

\f n 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 495/MARYLAND ROUTE 185 
INTERCHANGE RECONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT NO. M 600-101-370 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

V.  CORRESPONDENCE 

A.   WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT TO THE COMBINED/LOCATION 
DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING AND RESPONSES 

1. Community Associations (1 thru 4) 

2. Petitions (1 and 2) 

3. Citizens' Letters (1 thru 104) 
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HAMLET HOUSE 
Hamlet House Condominium / 3535 Chevy Chase Lake Drive. Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 
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December 3, l^SS   •S>^afn 

Maryland Department of Transportation ^^ 
State Highway Adtnlni strati on 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

Gentlenen: 

The Soard of Directors of the Hamlet House Condominium wishes to make its 
view known on the matter of the 1-495 interchange with Connecticut Avenue. 

We feel that the fundamental requirement is the removal of the access ranp 
from Kensington Parkway to eastbound 1-495- This is the matter of primary 
importance, representing correction of a long-standing injustice and the 
reintegration of the Village of North Chevy Chase. Of almost equal impor- 
tance is that the removal of the ramp to Connecticut Avenue be accomplished 
in the manner least disruptive to the residents of the affected portion of 
Connecticut Avenue and the residents of the Chevy Chase Valley conazunity. 
Conmuters passing through can. If need be, find alternative ways of reaching 
their destinations.  The residents of the nearby comnunities are fixed in 
their locations. 

Accordingly, it is the Board's opinion that the soundest and most equitable 
solution would be the Build Alternative combined with Option A or. In the 
alternative. Option B. 

It should be noted that traffic volume data presented In Figure 7 of the 
Combined Location/Design Report distributed at the public hearing on 
November 16, 1987 does not appear to include traffic which may be generated 
by future development of the tracts in the southwest and southeast quadrants 
of the Connecticut Avenue-Jones Bridge Road intersection. 

Very truly yours, 

[LET HOUSE C0I1D0MINIUM 

Dr. N. KLlUaa Dltzler   / 
President 

Response to Community Association Letter #1: 
(Hamlet House Condominium) 

The selected Build Alternative addresses the issues raised by 
the Hamlet House Condominium. As discussed in Section III-B 
of this report, implementation of the selected Alternative 
will be accomplished within existing State Highway Administra- 
tion right-of-way and, wherever possible, within existing 
curbs along Connecticut Avenue. 

2. Proposed developments on the vacant tracks of land south of 
Jones Bridge Road are independent of the selected Build 
Alternative. The approval process for these developments is 
primarily the County and local jurisdiction's responsibili- 
ties. 

5» 
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Mr. Louis H. Ege Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Project Development Division 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Re: Report No. FHWA-MD-EA-87-09-D 
Md SHA Contract No. M 600-101 -370 
1-495 (Capital Beltway) and 
Connecticut Avenue (Md. Rt. 185) 
Interchange — Fnvironroental Assessment 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

The Citizens Committee of the Village of North Chevy Chase (NCC) 
hereby submits the followina comments on the Environmental Assessment 
prepared in connection with "the proposal to replace the existing Kensington 
Parkway Beltway Ramp with a new on-ramp (Ramp N-E) from Connecticut 
Avenue (Md. Rt. 185) to eastbound 1-495. 

I. SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE POSITION 

The Citizens Committee supports the 'Build Alternative" (as outlined 
in the Environmental Assessment), provided either: (1) Kensington 
Parkway southbound remains open at Connecticut Avenue; or (2) Option A 
(the "green road") is constructed. The Committee prefers (I). 

The Committee also supports implementation of other measures to 
improve the present situation of residents of both Chevy Chase Valley and 
NCC These include: (I) creation of traffic gaps on Connecticut Avenue to . 
allow opportunity for vehicle egress from residential driveways - such as 
Option B (for residents abutting Connecticut Avenue southbound) and 
appropriate signal phasing at the Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge 
Road/Kensington Parkway intersection to provide traffic gaps in northbound 
Connecticut Avenue traffic; (2) Building a sidewalk on the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue (and improved pedestrian walks on the west side) to 

A   SPECIAL   TAXING -ri-icT CONSTITUTED APRIL 9, 1924 

Response to Community Association Letter #2 
(Village of North Chevy Chase) 

The selected Build Alternative will remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway and will retain the existing 
southbound Kensington Parkway connection at the Connecticut 
Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway intersection. 
Option A (the "green road") is thus not necessary. 

During final design, the State Highway Administration will 
evaluate both Option B as well as the feasibility of a 
sidewalk on the east side of Connecticut Avenue. Although the 
basic Build Alternative includes a traffic signal which would 
stop southbound Connecticut Avenue traffic at new Ramp B-l, 
and thus create traffic gaps at the southbound movement. 
Option B would create additional gaps by possibly signalizing 
the eastbound Beltway to southbound Connecticut Avenue 
movement. Consideration for the sidewalk on the east sida of 
Conrecticut Avenue will be a function of its impacts, citizens 
supfort, and County support. 



Community Association Letter 02 continued 

facilitate crossing at Jones Bridge Road. The Committee supports Option 
F, provided that Option is supported by the residents of NCC living on 
Connecticut Avenue. The Citizens Committee opposes Options C, D, E and G. 

II.      SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR COMMITTEE POSITION 

3.       Build Options A and C thru G have been dropped  from  further 
cons ideration. 

< 
I 

I.      The Build Alternative 
The Environmental Assessment fairly and accurately points up the 

inadequacies of the present Kensington Parkway location of the 1-495 
northeast bound ramp. These include safety concerns present In both the 
present ramp configuration and the substandard "weaves" which exist on 
both 1-495 and Connecticut Avenue. As was movingly noted at the public 
hearing, the present ramp has already resulted in the tragic death of a 
neighborhood child. It also accounts for untold accidents and damage to 
community property (bent street signs, ravaged trees, etc.). Additionally, 
the 10,500 cars/day which transit Kensington Parkway bisect the Village of 
NCC. Ironically, NCC is responsible under its charter for the upkeep of 
Kensington Parkway, even though, as a special taxing district, NCC has no 
control over the use of the road. Further, as testified at the hearing, the 
Kensington Parkway ramp results in "cut-through" traffic in the Village of 
NCC which even the existing diverters have been unable to prevent 
(Commuter cars travelling from Jones Bridge Road to Brierly to Inverness to 
Montgomery Avenue to the Kensington Parkway Ramp). Relocation of the 
Kensington Parkway Ramp to Connecticut Avenue is supported, therefore, by 
both safety and community concerns. It is also supported by the 
Transportation Planning Staff of the Md. Park and Planning Commission, 
which noted in its memorandum of May 22 of this year that "relocating the 
Beltway access ramp to Connecticut Avenue is good systems design." The 
Evironmental Assessment echoes this view, when it states (at pp. 11-2) that 
"[u]se of * * * Kensington Parkway * * * for interstate oriented traffic is an 
inappropriate use of a residential road." We heartily agree and urge you to 
implement the Build Alternative. 

2.      Option A Versus Retention Of Kensington Parkway 
Southbound 

While the Environmental Assessment points out the significant 
improvement which relocation of the ramp will accomplish, the Build 
Alternative does not require inclusion of a means of southbound access onto 
Connecticut Avenue for NCC residents. This is a mistake. Any Build 
proposal, in the Committee's view, must include such a means of 
southbound access for NCC residents. For this (and other) reasons, the 
Committee opposes Option C. Inclusion of a means of southbound access 
onto Connecticut Avenue is of significant concern to village residents who 

4.   Build Option A has been dropped, the southbound Kensington 
Parkway movement at Connecticut Avenue will be retained. 
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use public transportation to get to and from work as well as the elderly 
and/or handicapped. Adoption of the Build Alternative without means of 
southbound access will result in total curtailment of bus service to the 
Village, thus requiring Village residents to either brave the dangers of 
crossing Connecticut Avenue or walk as far north as Saul Road (since Beach 
Drive cannot be used) to get to southbound (or Metro bound) public 
transportation. This point must be considered in making the decision at 
issue here. 

Southbound access can be provided either by: (I) leaving southbound 
Kensington Parkway open to traffic; or (2) by the Green Road plan (Option A) 
designed by Mr. Snyder of SHA. Retention of Kensington Parkway's 
southbound egress to Connecticut Avenue is preferable to Option A for the 
following reasons: (I) future levels of service at the five-legged 
Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway intersection 
will be poor (level F) whether or not the southbound Kensington Parkway 
signal phase is eliminated (Table S-2, pp. S-7): (2) Retention of the 
southbound signal phase will create traffic gaps for driveway egress and 
pedestrian crossing on northbound Connecticut Avenue; and (3) Continued bus 
service on southbound Kensington Parkway will be more convenient for NCC 

jcasidents than bus secvice on the-Qpfcien-A-^een road."  

3. OPTIONS D & E 
The Committee opposes both of these Options, which would add to the 

present driveway egress problems for affected residents of both NCC and 
Chevy Chase Valley on Connecticut Avenue. Option D would also remove 
large trees. 

4. OPTION F 
The Committee notes that Option F will decrease the green space In 

front of all affected homes on Connecticut Avenue. Also, the driveway 
egress problem could be addressed by providing traffic gaps through the 

jiignal phasing at the Connecticut Avenue/ Jones Bridge Road/Kensington 
Parkway intersection. Whether Option F Is adopted, however, remains, in 
our view, primarily a matter of choice of the NCC residents with homes on 
Connecticut Avenue. 

5.   Options D and E have been dropped from further considerati 

6.   Option F has been dropped from further consideratic 

5.  OPTION 6 
The Committee opposes the widening of Jones Bridge Road, since ease 

of traffic flow will result in increased daily traffic volume. 7.   Option G has been dropped from further consideratic 

P 



III.     IMPACT OF THE BUILD ALTERNATIVE ON CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

1. TRUCK TRAFFIC 
It has been claimed by some that relocation of the Kensington 

Parkway ramp will "significantly increase" truck traffic on Connecticut 
Avenue. This overstates the effect of the ramp relocation. First, as the 
Environmental Assessment notes, existing truck traffic on Connecticut 
Avenue is already "relatively heavy" (pp. 11-4). In addition, while there are 
restrictions on truck traffic on Kensington Parkway, those restrictions. In 
NCC's experience, are frequently Ignored. Even assuming, however, that 
those restrictions were fully effective, the relocation' of the ramp will only 
add one of eight possible movements of truck traffic on l-495/Connecticut 
Avenue. And, as Table ll-l of the Environmental Assessment demonstrates, 
the truck traffic attributable to the ramp relocation will increase total 
existing truck traffic on Connecticut Avenue south of the Beltway by less 
than 10% (90 additional trucks to the total of 1050 already using 

< Connecticut Avenue daily). Further, any future truck traffic attributable to 
^ the ramp relocation (170 trucks, pp. IV-3) is still less than 20% of present 

usage. Hence, the increase In truck traffic attributable to the Kensington 
Parkway ramp relocation is not sufficient to warrant the expressions of 
concern raised by some about this issue. 

2. THE EFFECT OF TRAFFIC VOLUMES ON NEIGHBORHOOD 
CHARACTER 

Option A will increase southbound Connecticut Avenue traffic 
between the Beltway and Jones Bridge Road by less than 10%. The Build 
Alternative will increase northbound traffic from about 21,000 to 32,000 
vehicles per day on the section of Connecticut Avenue from Jones Bridge 
Road to the new eastbound Beltway ramp. That, unfortunately, is the price 
for rectifying the original error in ramp relocation. We would like to 
consider this matter in perspective — recognizing that this perspective 
will not decrease the pain or bitterness of some residents of the nine or so 
affected homes. 

Daily traffic volumes on Connecticut Avenue from the District line to 
the Beltway Is about 32,000 vehicles per day In each direction, except for 
the short northbound section under discussion, for which the figure is about 
20,000. Despite heavy traffic, people buy houses on this State Highway. 
The homes that abut Connecticut Avenue in old Chevy Chase are In one of the 
most prestigious communities in the area. These homes continue to be 
sought after, and new ones have been built within the past half decade. 
Likewise, Chevy Chase Valley residents on southbound Connecticut Avenue 

4 
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continue to live there (and there is a remarkable record of ownership 
stability) despite 32,000 vehicles per day. 

This perspective leads to the following conclusions: 

(1) The outrage of citizens with homes on the affected section of 
northbound Connecticut Avenue is due to the projected change in the volume 
of traffic, not the absolute volume. If the Beltway ramps had been on 
Connecticut Avenue from the beginning, more than 30,000 vehicles would be 
travelling northbound on this section today, and it would be no more of an 
issue than It Is on the rest of Connecticut Avenue from the District line to 
Jones Bridge Road. 

(2) Ramp relocation would make traffic volume on this section 
similar to that of the rest of north- and southbound Connecticut Avenue. 
Predictions that ramp relocation will lead to high-rise or commercial 
development there are not supported by the residential stability noted for 
the whole of Connecticut Avenue from the District line to the Beltway. 

IV.  THE HOWARD HUGHES MEDICAL INSTITUTE PURCHASE 

8. While agreeing that Kensington Parkway is an inappropriate 
commuter route, the State Highway Administration will take 
every reasonable measure to protect the residential integrity 
along northbound Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequences 
due to increased traffic volumes. SHA fully supports the 
residential Connecticut Avenue, and for those residents on the 
east side of Connecticut Avenue whose only access is onto 
Connecticut Avenue, SHA will consider purchasing their 
residence at fair market value. Purchases would be on a 
purely voluntary basis and would not include any reimbursement 
for relocation expenses. 

The charge has also been made that the Kensington Parkway ramp 
relocation is a precursor of further development on Connecticut Avenue 
south of Jones Bridge Road. In particular, the recent purchase by the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute of the land located on the southwest side of the 
Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road Intersection from the Chevy Chase 
Land Company has been pointed to by some as evidence of this trend. This is 
most emphatically not the case. Whether the Howard Hughes Institute (or 
any other non-residential developer) Is permitted to develop the vacant 
parcels on Connecticut Avenue south of Jones Bridge Road is a matter 
completely independent of the present ramp relocation issue. Even if the 
ramp is relocated, any developers (such as Howard Hughes) will have an 
uphill task of demonstrating that their proposed use can meet the stringent 
public facilities requirements of Maryland law (as well as the requirements 
necessary to obtain a special exception). NCC plans to monitor very 
carefully any developmental proposals for the open parcels south of Jones 
Bridge Road on Connecticut Avenue and to oppose such proposals if they 
significantly increase the traffic problems presently experienced at the 
five-legged Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway 
interchange. Further, the time for evaluating those proposals will be at the 
future hearings before the Maryland Park and Planning Commission (on any 
subdivision proposal) and the Board of Appeals (on the special exception) — 
not at this time. The existence of these still unspecified proposals should 

As discussed in response US above, SHA fully supports the 
residential character of Connecticut Avenue. Furthermore, the 
selected Build Alternative is independent of land use changes 
south of Jones Bridge Road. The review process of any proposed 
development is the responsibility of local jurisdictions. 



not, tnerefore, delay a prompt decision that the Kensington Parkway ramp of 
-495 must be relocated to Connecticut Avenue. 

V. THE CHEVY CHASE VALLEY INITIATIVE 

Assuming that the Build Alternative will be implemented as well as 
Options A and 8, the efforts of Chevy Chase Valley will have achieved the 
following: 

(1) Retained the median strip along the whole length of Connecticut 
Avenue fronting their community. 

(2) Prevented continuous traffic flow south on Connecticut Avenue to 
west onto Jones Bridge Road. 

(3) Created traffic gaps on southbound Connecticut Avenue (because 
<             of Build Option B). 

oo 
(4) Prevented the widening of southbound Connecticut Avenue, 

restricting southbound traffic to the existing three lanes. 

The efforts of Chevy Chase Valley have also caused a heightened 
awareness of mutual community interests on both sides of Connecticut 
Avenue. It should be noted that both the NCC Committee and Chevy Chase 
Valley support Option B (or retention of the southbound Kensington Parkway 
signal phase) and agree In their opposition to Options C, 0, E and (possibly) 
6. 

VI. BREADTH AND DEPTH OF CITIZEN SUPPORT FOR RAMP 
RELOCATION 

Over twenty years ago, NCC — without any opportunity for public 
participation — had imposed upon one of its residential roads an access 
ramp to an Interstate highway. At that time, NCC residents were promised 
that this was a "temporary" situation which would eventually be corrected. 
The time has now come to correct that mistake. As evidenced by the 
enclosed petitions, almost 90% of the households In NCC (as well as 
residents of other adjacent communities) support ramp relocation. We 
believe that relocation of the Kensington Parkway ramp to Connecticut 
Avenue — along with provision of some means of southbound access to 
Connecticut Avenue for NCC residents — must be implemented without 
further delay. 

Jeff Noah 
Chairman 
Citizens Committee of the 
\li\\-,nr, vf Mr>r*h O'tvni TK-i^d 

^ 

^ 
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Response to Community Association Letter JI3: 
(Council of Chevy Chase View) 

Because of the inappropriateness of major interstate traffic 
on Kensington Parkway, SHA believes that the relocation of 
this ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue is the 
proper action. SHA will undertake actions to mitigate 
potential affects associated with the increased traffic 
volumes along Connecticut Avenue, including consideration of 
purchasing those residences along the east side of Connecticut 
Avenue whose only access is onto Connecticut Avenue. These 
residences would be purchased at fair market value and would 
be on a purely voluntary basis without reimbursement for 
relocation expenses. 

Closing the Kensington Parkway ramp and not providing a 
replacement at Connecticut Avenue is not in the interest of 
the statewide highway network and is not considered a 
reasonable proposal. 
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MEMORANDUM 
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To: 
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Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
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Project Planning Division 
State Highway Administration 
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Subject: Environmental Assessment for 1-495 (Capital Beltway) S> 
Connecticut Avenue (Maryland Route 185) Interchange 
From 1-495 To South of Jones Bridge Road 

This memorandum is intended to supplement the comments that 
I, and others, have already submitted on this project. While 
my earlier comments avoided going through the environmental 
assessment step by step, this memorandum attempts to 
systematically comment on those parts of the report that have 
not been thoroughly addressed before.  Please refer to a copy 
of the environmental assessment as you read these comments. 

I recognize that my combined comments are lengthy and 
request additional analysis.  The SHA has protested that the 
environmental assessment is already very long. My response is 
simply that the assessment only needs to be long enough to 
intelligently discuss all of the points that are important to 
the communities involved. 

Page Comment 

S-l     The description of the proposed action defines the 
focus of the study as a narrow area along Connecticut 
Avenue and Kensington Parkway.  First, the 
environmental assessment (EA) is more in the nature of 
a proposal than a study or assessment.  Second, the 
focus is inappropriately limited.  The proposed 
project will affect all of the communities along 
Connecticut Avenue including all of Chevy Chase 
Valley, the intersection of Jones Bridge Raod and 

Response to Community Association Letter 14: 
(Chevy Chase Valley Citizens Association) 

Memorandum to Mr. Louis H. Ege, December 3, 1987 
(19 pages). 

Letter to Mr. Louis H. Ege, December 4, 1987 (2 pages). 

Letter to Mr. Norman Christeller, November 25, 1987 
(9 pages). 

Letter to Mr. Norman Christeller, December 3, 1987 
(3 pages). 

e.   Public Hearing Testimony by Mark Hessel (7 pages), 

Note: 

Many of the issues raised in the attached 40 pages of written 
testimony concern either procedural assumptions regarding the 
conduct of this study or options which are not now a part of the 
Selected Build Alternative. The reader is encourage to review the 
description of the Selected Build Alternative, especially Figure 
1, as well as the project recommendation letter submitted by 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission in Section 
V - Agency Coordination of this report (letter dated January 11, 
1989) . 

1. The basic tenet of SHA's study was that the current situation 
whereby Connecticut Avenue (Maryland Route 185) is connected 
to the Capital Beltway (1-495) via Kensington Parkway requires 
a detailed analyses of the advantages and disadvantages 
associated with both retaining the existing condition (No 
Build) or making modifications. Because traffic flow south of 
this split (i.e. Jones Bridge Road) along Connecticut Avenue 
would be unaffected by this change (except for truck traffic, 
which was fully addressed), the logical southern limit for 
this evaluation was in the vicinity of Manor Road. 

_3 
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Sprmg Valley Road, and the undeveloped tracts of 
land at Jones Bridge Road and Connecticut Avenue. 
The success of the proposal will depend on traffic 
flow up and down Connecticut Avenue (not just near 
the interchange) and across Jones Bridge Road linking 
Beth.esda 3nd siii,f.r .Spring. 

The last paragraph states that the study includes an 
evaluation of community impacts. This statement is 
misleading at best.  There is virtually no discussion 
of the change in the quality of life for people 
living in homes in Chevy Chase Valley or the 
communities along Connecticut Avenue, and literally 
no discussion of the negative effects of the proposal 
on home values along Connecticut Avenue. 

Under the No-Build Alternative, the environmental 
assessment states that the Village of North Chevy 
Chase would continue to be involved with maintenance 
activities for the Parkway.  If it is true, as North 
Chevy Chase maintains, that it is not compensated for 
the cost of maintaining the Parkway, then the State 
should pay back the Village for past maintenance 
expenses and begin a policy of reimbursing the 
Village for future expenses. 

Option B to the EA is different than the option B as 
the SHA currently explains it. According to Sue 
Ellen White, the ramp would not necessarily have a 
signal at Connecticut Avenue. This difference is 
very significant because it determines whether or not 
there will be a complete break in the traffic, which 
allows pedestrians to cross Connecticut Avenue and 
drivers to exit side streets and driveways. 

As explained by Sue Ellen White, Option C entails 
widening Connecticut Avenue to five northbound 
lanes. ..This should have been mentioned in the EA. 

The relationship between the Build Options and the 
Build Alternative is not explained anywhere.  Some of 
the Build Options could be built without adopting the 
Build Alternative.  This is very confusing.  Also, 
the Build Options should be presented in meaningful 
combinations.  For instance, options A, D, E, and G 
with the Build Alternative, or options B and G with 
the No-Build Alternative. 

As referenced, the EA addressed community impacts. The 
Selected Action will not increase the capacity of northbound 
Connecticut Avenue nor change the character of traffic along 
this route. Consequently, the Selected Action is anticipated 
to have minimal effect on property values along Connecticut 
Avenue. As part of the Selected Action, SHA will consider 
requests from the four property owners whose only access is 
onto Connecticut Avenue to have their homes purchased. 

Kensington Parkway is not designated as a state roadway and 
is not entitled to state maintenance funding. 

During final design, SHA will continue to evaluate Option B. 
A decision regarding a traffic signal at terminus of Option 
B with Connecticut Avenue has not been made. It is agreed that 
the provision of a traffic signal would help create additional 
gaps along southbound Connecticut Avenue, although the 
proposed traffic signal associated with Ramp Bl should also 
successfully accomplish this objective. 

See Figure 1 and pages III-7 to III-8 for description of the 
Selected Action. Connecticut Avenue will not be widened as 
part of the Selected Action. 

The Environmental Assessment (EA) states on page III-5 that 
a median widening of northbound Connecticut Avenue is required 
with Option C for the double left-turn lane. 

As explained on page III-3 of the EA, the Build Options were 
developed to address issues that were not resolved by the 
Build Alternative alone. The Build Options alone did not serve 
to address the purpose of the study, i.e. the removal of 
interstate traffic from Kensington Parkway. Impacts of the 
Build options are addressed throughout the Impacts section of 
the EA. Option C would not have required five northbound 
lanes. -£> 
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Earlier this year. District Engineer, Michael Snyder, 
stated that the ramps could not be moved unless 
Connecticut Avenue were widened.  By presenting the 
Build Alternative without this feature (hiding them 
in options D and E instead), the SHA has violated the 
spirit, if not the letter, of ths Maryland Action 
Plan.  More importantly, it has seriously skewed the 
comments that it solicited from the public.  Note 
that out of all of the supporters of the proposal, 
not a single person endorsed widening Connecticut 
Avenue. 

A minor widening of Connecticut Avenue would have been 
required for Option C as stated in the EA. Widening of 
Connecticut Avenue other than for traffic merging purposes was 
not required for the other Options A, B, F and G. Options D 
and E, which widened Connecticut Avenue by adding a continuous 
4th lan«» in each direction, was not included in the Selected 
Action because of adverse impacts. 
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S-4      This comparison is badly lacking.  The EA shouliJ 
address the Build and No-Build Alternatives plus each 
of the seven options and various combinations of the 
options.  By limiting itself to the two alternatives, 
the EA fails to meet the requirements imposed on it 
by the Maryland Action Plan.  This problem persists 
throughout the EA. 

S-5      Under the projections for Year 2010, the combined 
number of cars using northbound Connecticut Avenue 
and northbound Kensington Parkway during the morning 
peak is not the same for the No-Build and Build 
Alternatives (1,595 + 130 « 1725 as opposed to 980 - 
750 + 1730). 

The level of service projections under item 2 show 
that the level of service at the Jones Bridge Road 
intersection would be worse under the Build 
Alternative than under the No-Build Alternative. 
However, the SHA has repeatedly stated that improving 
that intersection is one of the goals of the project. 

Do the level of service prjections under item 3 take 
the new fourth lane of the Beltway into account? 

The only improvement projected is for the merge onto 
the Beltway eastoound during the evening rush hour. 
This same improvement could probably be achieved by 
lengthening the existing ramp along the edge of the 
Beltway.  There is room to extend it there without 
significantly interfering with residences. 

On balance, except for the eastbound Beltway access 
ramp (which can be improved without being moved) the 
level of service projections show no significant 
difference between the Build and No-Build 
Alternatives.  The projections under items 1 and 3 
basically offset each other. 

10. 

11. 

The number of options evaluated reflects the range of 
alternatives necessary to meet the project's purpose and need, 
as well as to respond to the suggestions offered by the public 
and others. Because several of these options are mutually 
exclusive, it was decided to only address the No-Build and 
Build in full and complete detail in the EA. Since only 
Option B is included in the Selected Action, this decision was 
appropriate. 

A difference of 5 vehicles in the year 2010 (out of a total 
of 1725+) is not significant. 

While improving the Jones Bridge Road intersection may be 
desirable, major improvements (such as Option G) do not. seem 
feasible at the present time because of the high cost and 
limited traffic benefits. 

Yes. 

In addition to improving the merge, the Selected Action would 
also eliminate the existing loop ramp (Ramp D) to loop ramp 
(Ramp C) weave which now exists along the Beltway. Lengthening 
the existing ramp would only marginally improve the poor weave 
conflict and would result in unbalanced Ramp C geometries. 
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These projections ignore the levels of service at the 
intersection of Jones Bridge Road with Spring Valley 
Road and the intersections of Connecticut Avenue with 
Woodlawn Road, Montrose Drive (both sides of the 
Avenue), and Parsons Street. 

The estimate of the construction costs are misleading 
for several reasons.  First, it ignores the options. 
Options D and E, which the SHA considers mandatory, 
are very expensive.  However, even the estimates of 
these options ignore the stark reality that the SHA 
will be compelled to buy many of the homes along 
Connecticut Avenue if it widens the roadway to eight 
lanes. 

S-7 
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Option C will take so much land on the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue that the SHA will probably be 
required to buy the homes.  Therefore, the expenses 
will be much higher. 

The level of service projections show many levels in 
the E and F range.  According to Neil Pedersen, the 
scale used to measure the level of service is not 
very meaningful in the E and F range because the 
intersection exceeds its theoretical maximum capacity 
and cars may back up at the intersection. 

Option B, which could be built without the Build 
Alternative, seems to be relatively inexpensive. 

The Environmental Assessment Form does not adequately 
address the concerns and issues that the Maryland 
Action Plans requires the SHA to address.  It appears 
that the form was filled out for the Build 
Alternative without any options.  This is unrealistic 
and deceptive. 

Item 25 is misleading because it does not address 
options B thru G.  In particular, no noise analysis 
was done or included in any published report for 
option E. 

The statement under Item 31 that the action (with or 
without options?) will not impair the economic use of 
properties is absurd.  At a minimum, homes with 
driveways on Connecticut Avenue will sell for lower 
prices because of the inreased traffic at their 
doorsteps.  Options C, D and E would make these homes 
almost worthless as residences.  Who would buy a home 

12. Traffic operations at these intersections were evaluated, and 
the Jones Bridge Road/Spring Valley Road intersection was 
identified as a potential problem regardless of this project. 
For this reason, during final design, SHA will request that 
Montgomery County evaluate installing a traffic signal at 
intersection of Jones E^idye Road with Spring Valley Road. 

13. Options D and E are not mandatory and are not a part of the 
Selected Action. Options D and E were eliminated because of 
residential impacts. SHA will consider purchasing the four 
homes along the west side of Connecticut Avenue whose access 
is only via Connecticut Avenue. 

14. Option C is not a part of the Selected Action primarily 
because the significant increase in traffic on Ramp D 
resulting from the northbound Connecticut Avenue left turn 
would considerably worsen the already poor weave condition 
along eastbound 1-495. The Selected Action eliminates this 
weave. 

15. The Environmental Assessment Form was filled out primarily for 
the basic Build Alternative. Because of the similarity between 
the basic Build Alternative and the Selected Action, this form 
remains valid. 

16.  See response #15. 

17.  See response #15. 

^§7 
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with a 15 foot driveway with access only to a Beltway 
carap and with eight lanes of traffic 25 feet from the 
front door? The assessment should have included a 
summary of a study done by a qualified appraiser. 
The study should have included all of the homes along 
Connecticut Avenue and in North Chevy Chase and Chevy 
Chase Valley.  The comments referenced in Section 
iv-c are unsupported and nearly meaningless. 

The response to Item 32 is incorrect.  The increased 
danger for pedestrians crossing Connecticut Avenue is 
certain to deter citizens on one side of Connecticut 
Avenue from using the school grounds or the'Chevy 
Chase Recreation Association on the opposite side. 

The response to Item 33 ignores the value of homes 
that front on Connecticut Avenue and other nearby 
homes. 

Item 37 states that, the proposal is consistent with 
zoning plans.  This ignores the effect of the options 
on the "green corridor" concept in the 
Kensington-Wheaton Master Plan. The options may also 
place some homes in violation of front yard set back 
requirements. 

Under Item 40, the increased traffic burden is likely 
to encourage some homeowners to move or to convert 
their houses to commercial uses. 

Under Item 42, the proposal is certain to affect the 
public safety because it makes it more dangerous to 
cross Connecticut Avenue on foot or to drive out of a 
side street or driveway onto Connecticut Avenue. 

The response to Item 43 is correct, but the point 
seems to have been overlooked elsewhere in the EA. 
In essence, it seems to say that nothing terrible 
would happen if the project were not built. 

The response to Item 45 ignores the plans for the 
future development of the Connecticut Avenue corridor 
and the development of Bethesda and Silver Spring, 
which will continue to grow and generate traffic on 
Jones Bridge Road. 

The footnote is incorrect.  The EA does not meet the 
requirements for public disclosure contained in the 
Maryland Action Plan.  Furthermore, I do not believe 

18. The Selection Action will not result in eight lanes of traffic 
(Options D and E) on Connecticut Avenue and the increased 
traffic volumes are not expected to reduce the value of 
residences fronting on Connecticut Avenue. 

19. The Selected Action will provide improved opportunities for 
pedestrians wishing to cross Connecticut Avenue. This will be 
accomplished with the traffic signal proposed with Ramp Bl. 
In the design phase, other options will be investigated to 
address pedestrian crossings of Connecticut Avenue. 

20. The Selected Action and the options presented in the EA are 
included in the 1970 Master Plan for the Bethesda - Chevy 
Chase Planning Area and the July 1989 Final Draft Master Plan 
for this area. 

21.  See response #15. 

22. See response #19. 

23. While the action can be eliminated without deleterious effects 
on public health, safety, welfare and the natural environment, 
it is in the interest of the public that only those roadways 
designated to service interstate destined traffic serve as 
such. 

24. See response #20. 

25. See response #15. This study followed the Maryland Action Plan 
procedures with respect to public disclosure and development 
of the EA. The EA and FONSI have been developed in accordance 
with State and Federal regulations. 

J5 
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that it was developed under the procedures required 
by the Maryland Action Plan. 

In the first paragraph, the EA correctly notes that 
the study area "is primarily residential 
communities."  That includes Connecticut Avenue as 
well as Kensington Parkway. 

In the first sentence of section I-B, the EA states 
that the changes would consist primarily of moving 
the ramps.  This is misleading at best.  Since the 
Build Alternative requires the widening of 
Connecticut Avenue, the changes would te much greater 
than simply moving the ramps.  Also, this statement 
generally ignores the options which are as much a 
part of the proposal as the Build Alternative itself. 

It should be noted under section I-C.l.a. that each 
time North Chevy Chase closed off a side street, 
surrounding communities absorbed the traffic burden. 
These same street closings are what makes it 
"necessary" to propose option A to give the Village 
access to Connecticut Avenue southbound.  If some of 
the barricaded streets were opened up onto Jones 
Bridge Road, new construction would not be necessary. 

The homes mentioned along Connecticut Avenue are not 
represented by the Village government. 

The description of the human environment should also 
mention the residential character of Connecticut 
Avenue south of Jones Bridge Road.  This area will be 
affected by additional truck traffic and greater 
traffic back ups. 

Under d.l), the EA mentions that traffic volumes for 
the study area are indicated in Fig. II-l.  It should 
be noted that Fig. II-l does not show traffic volumes 
by lane, which is a very important part of the proper 
analysis of the proposal.  Lane data is necessary to 
evaluate how the traffic will affect vehicles trying 
to gain access to Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge 
Road from Chevy Chase Valley. 

Under the comments on the public transportation 
system, the EA should note that it would be possible 
to route buses down and back along Kensington Parkway 
to pick up and drop off passengers who might 
otherwise have to walk along the Parkway or cross 
Connecticut Avenue. 

26.  Agree 

27. The Selected Action does not include widening of Connecticut 
Avenue. The primary purpose of the project (i.e. removal of 
interstate traffic from a residential road) will be 
accomplished by relocating the ramp. The Build Alternative 
involves only minor widening of Connecticut Avenue for merge 
purposes. The options are not a mandatory part of the Build 
Alternative and were fully discussed in the summary section 
and Alternative section of the EA. See also Section III.B.l. 
of this FONSI. 

28. Opening up some of the closed side residential streets in 
North Chevy Chase would not eliminate the need for new 
construction. There is no relationship between traffic on the 
referenced side residential streets and the Connecticut Avenue 
to Beltway entrance ramp. 

29. The increase in truck traffic which will result with construc- 
tion of the new Ramp H is not expected to alter traffic flow 
on Connecticut Avenue south of Jones Bridge Road (see Section 
III.B.2.). 

30. Traffic flow data by lane has not been collected for this 
project. It is agreed that the right-hand (curb) lane would 
tend to carry higher than average traffic volumes as result 
of the new entrance ramp. 

31.  The Selected Action would not affect public transportation 
along either Kensington Parkway or Connecticut Avenue. 



WE.NER. MCCAFFREY. BROOSKY & KAPLAN. P.C. 

Memorandum 
December 4, 1987 

1-7. 

1-9 

II-l 
< 

I 
M 

11-2 How are 

under the comments on the B.O^aiUoa^trac.s. the^A . 

SnS.dl'lCtU•,Pi"Uft0t.t.5?iiU.lo« Connecticut      \ 
Avenue in that area. 

unaer Land Use Planning  the^A shoulLd -i»•»ere 
Connecticut Avenue north o£ the ^"^  y lt .should 
much of the through t""" "^"ith" side o£ 

r^*ir,5isv««"^:"«««... -««• 

mention  in this  part of  the EA. 

The very first Paraph of  this frt ««  ^^EA  is^ 
fundamentally, flawed      •e purpose o purpose 
a  fatal  bias  in favor of  the PJ«^ a       along 
should be  to  lighten the traffic °u in ternia 

Connecticut Avenue      By |0"£
n|ensington Parkway,   the      ' 

li regsV/Ustf-  0Thi0s£bfasSpe9rmeates  the entire 

study. 
There is nothing. inherently wrong with havin^^ ^ 

interstate traffic on ^^ocal road      P   e state 
Kensington Parkway would be no differe 
condemned the road and took it over. 

the alleged deficiencies on ramp H measured? 

The first problem (-R.«.. H") £££ J 8eriou»t roads 
problem.  Turning quick^ ^ n^esf ty   e ^  ^ 

in the state ^"V^l of these problems could be 
off of a local road.  *" 0' ^g tamp 

and 

addressed by improving the existing 
modifying the landscaping. 

The next problem will "eiraptoved when the fourthf^ 

lane of the Beltway opens  L^ting t   1       traffic 

i°j?. r, ^pissur.-is r«""y^ *» ^ SHA 

not posted warning signs? 

32.  A decision regarding future use of the BiO Railroad tracks 
(possibly for Light Rail Transit) has not been made. 

33. Connecticut Avenue north of the Beltway is predominately 
residential development. Page 1-7 of the EA does* discuss the 
two large tracts on either side of Connecticut Avenue and 
Jones Bridge Road. Although the Hughes Medical Institute has 
purchased the west side tract, they have not submitted 
development concepts or plans and have not begun construction, 
now two years after the public hearing. 

34. The EA describes the existing environment. The impact section 
of the EA discusses the impacts of the Build Alternative and 
options on trees (0.1 acres required - all within SHA owned 
right-of-way). In addition, the Selected Build Alternative 
includes consideration for landscaping. 

35. Contrary to Mr. Hessel's comment, federal, state, and local 
transportation officials and land use planners agree that it 
is inherently wrong to place interstate traffic on a local 
road. The purpose of this study should focus on the removal 
of interstate orientated traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

36. 

37. 

The EA does not address the "seriousness" of the specific Ramp 
H problem, but rather notes deficiencies such as poor sight 
distance, poor curve transitions and merging problems along 
the Beltway. 

The recent fourth lane addition to the Beltway will not 
relieve the existing entrance - exit ramp weaving condition 
which now exists along the eastbound portion of the Beltway. 
Although, common to cloverleaf interchanges, this weave is not 
a desirable condition when the distance between the ramps is 
limited. 

38. The Selected Action with the traffic signal included at 
Connecticut Avenue/Ramp Bl will correct the problem of 
insufficient gaps on Connecticut Avenue for residents 
attempting to exit their driveways. 

*§» 
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The Eact that Kensington Parkway is a residential 
road does not make it untouchable.  Connecticut 
Avenue was once narrower than the Parkway is today. 
It does not matter to homeowners whether the SHA 
calls the road in front of their houses residential 
or arterial.  It is the traffic flow that counts.  If 
the SHA is hung up on this distinction then it should 
recognize that Kensington Parkway is, in fact, an 
arterial road. 

The congestion at the Jones Bridge Road intersection 
cannot be considered separately from the congestion 

'.' at the other intersections along Connecticut Avenue 
because there is no place else for the traffic to go. 

II-3     Under section II-D.l., the EA states that the review 
of the data should focus on the volume of traffic 
using northbound Kensington Parkway.  This is another 
illustration of the bias of the EA.  The focus should 
be on the traffic flow in the entire study area and 
beyond. 

II-5     Cut through traffic is a concern of Chevy Chase 
Valley, but it pales in comparison with the concern 
over the other problems that the Build Alternative 
and options would cause.  Stating that cut through 
traffic is a major concern deflects attention from 
other more serious problems. 

Compare the statement that the Beltway traffic is the 
only significant'traffic problem in North Chevy Chase 
to a comparable statement about the traffic problems 
faced by people who live on Connecticut Avenue. 
People on Connecticut Avenue have even greater 
problems. 

II-6     On the chart for the morning peak cut through traffic 
southbound, it should be noted that all cut through 
traffic at those hours is illegal ("no right turn" 
signs are posted).  The numbers are also low because 
the study was done during the summer months when 
traffic is notoriously light. 

On the chart for Jones Bridge Road, the low (zero) 
level of traffic in the morning from D to F shows 
just how hard it can be to head north from Woodlawn 
Road to Connecticut Avenue north.  The low numbers 
under "From E" indicate that there is absolutely no 
reason to follow this route unless you live in one of 
the homes on Jones Bridge Road between Connecticut 

39. Although Connecticut Avenue may at one time have been narrower 
than Kensington Parkway, the present six lanes along 
Connecticut Avenue (Maryland Route 185) has significantly more 
traffic capacity then existing Kensington Parkway. Kensington 
Parkway is a local road and interstate type traffic along it 
is inappropriate. 

40. The traffic analyses presented in the EA and in this document 
address the volume to capacity ratio (i.e. v/c ratio) for this 
intersection in terms of each of the improvement options 
studied. See Table S. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

Traffic Figures II-l, IV-1 and IV-2 in the EA present daily 
and peak hour (am/pm) traffic volumes for 23 traffic links in 
the network. The full sentence on page II-3 of the EA under 
the topic "Existing Traffic Data" begins "Review of these data 
relevant to this project should focus on the volume of traffic 
currently using northbound Kensington Parkway to access 1-495 
eastbound...".  See also Figures 4, 5 and 6 in this FONSI. 

The discussion on cut-through traffic was added in direct 
response to concerns stated by both area residents as well as 
the civic association representatives. This text does not 
place a value judgement on the consequences of cut through 
traffic in comparison to "problems". 

The introduction to EA Table II-3 "Existing Cut Through 
Traffic" on page II-5 identifies the four traffic movements 
which are prohibited by signing during the peak hour. These 
movements were counted during "prohibited" time periods 
because several citizens specifically requested the count. 

Prior to the Public Hearing, these volumes were recounted 
following the opening of school and where not notably 
different. The cut-through volumes presented in the FONSI 
reflect the post-start of school time period. 
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and Spring Valley.  It is not properly considered a^ 
cut through.  This route is longer than the 
alternative. 

II-7     What is the practical significance of 2 second gaps? 
What happens to that number under the various options? 

when were the pedestrian counts done? Was it a 
school day? What day of the week was it? 

II-8     The study area along 1-495 should be eastbound only. 
All statistics for westbound 1-495 are irrelevant and 
skew the conclusions.  It should also be noted that 
this part of the Beltway is the infamous "roller 
coaster." Accidents are caused by the Beltway design 
at this point. 

Is the statewide average of 71 acc/lOOmvm for open 
stretches of urban highways, or for urban highways at 
interchanges? 

The EA should assess the safety of the Beltway with 
four lanes as it will be soon. Measuring safety 
under irrelevant conditions is meaningless. 

In Table II-6, what do the rear end, fixed object, 
sideswipe and parked vehicle accidents have to do 
with a Beltway ramp?  How many of the accidents were 
caused by poor ramp design which could be corrected 
without moving the ramp? 

II-9     The High Accident Section referred to covers almost 
the entire study area.  This data shows that the 
merge from the access ramp onto eastbound 1-495 was 
not a factor because the High Accident Section does 
not appear to include the ramp. 

Note that the accident rate on Connecticut Avenue is 
much higher than tne rate on the Beltway. 

The data does not indicate whether it applies to the 
westbound or eastbound lanes of the Beltway.  It also 
does not show the causes. 

11-10    The High Accident Intersection is the only full 
intersection in the study area.  Therefore, singling 
it out is meaningless. 

44. The two second gap represents the average gap observed along 
Connecticut Avenue. The addition of the traffic signal 
upstream of this location on Connecticut Avenue (at new Ramp 
Bl) will create additional and thus longer average gaps which 
would increase opportunities for traffic to enter Connecticut 
AVPPUO from thp. side streets. 

45. The pedestrian counts were obtained in September of 1987. 

46. The addition of the fourth traffic lane along the Beltway and 
the shoulder improvements have improved traffic operations 
along this portion of the Beltway. 

47. 

48. 

The state-wide average accident rate is for all sections of 
urban highways, both with and without interchanges. 

At the time of publication, the EA could only address 
historical accident data for the pre-widening condition of the 
Beltway. Post-widening accident statistics are now being 
collected. - 

49. The accident statistics presented in EA Table IT-6 address 
the section of the Beltway within the study limits, not solely 
Ramp H. The existing accident problems along Ramp H are the 
result of a combination of poor geometries and high traffic 
volumes along both the ramp and the Beltway. 

50. A review of the accident reports for the study area indicates 
a variety of accident causes, including driver error/ 
confusion, poor pavement conditions (wet for example) and 
traffic congestion. No single cause is readily apparent for 
most of these accidents. Access controlled highways such as 
the Beltway historically have lower accident rates than 
facilities such as Connecticut Avenue. These data are for both 
directions on the Beltway. 

<& 
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III-l 

III-2 

Option B should resolve the accident problem on that 
ramp.  The Build Alternative alone will have no 
affect on that accident ramp. 

The problems with the eastbound Beltway exit ramp to 
northbound Connecticut Avenue can be fixed without 
moving the ramp. 

The only recent fatal accident on Kensington Parkway 
was caused by a drunk driver.  There is no indication 
whether the driver was bound for the Beltway or what 
could have prevented the accident. 

What is the significance of the 14 accidents on 
Kensington Parkway?  The rate on Kensington Parkway 
is much better than the rate on Connecticut Avenue. 

There should be data for accidents on Jones Bridge 
Road. 

Some types of accidents will not be reduced 
significantly by the Build Alternative.  For 
instance, side swipes, fixed object collisions, and 
probably rear-end collisions.- 

In the project history, the EA states that the 
original configuration of the Connecticut Avenue 
interchange was a compromise "accepted by all 
agencies as a compromise which permitted Beltway 
construction with minimum damage to Rock Creek Park 
and the adjacent residences."  If this is true, the 
SHA's authority to unilaterally change the terms of 
the compromise is doubtful.  Before proceeding any 
further, the SHA must ascertain the basis of the 
original compromise and publish the documentation. 
To date, no one has been able to produce any tangible 
evidence that a commitment was made. 

Nets that  wher. the- EA mentions the citizens that it 
spoke with in developing the initial proposal, it 
only lists the Village of North Chevy Chase.  In 
fact, the SHA intentionally avoided discussing the 
proposal with the Chevy Chase Valley Citizens 
Association (CCVCA) and other citizens that would 
obviously be affected by the proposal.  The SHA had 
dealt with the CCVCA on other matters, but declined 
to even mention the proposal to it. 

10 

51.  Option B is anticipated to help reduce the accident problem 
along this ramp. 

52. Shifting the loop ramp does not resolve the accident problem 
along the Beltway caused by the traffic weave. 

53. The EA does not attribute "significance" to the accident data 
for Kensington Parkway, but rather presents the available 
accident statistics for all roads within the study area. 

54. Elimination of the traffic weaves along both the Beltway and 
Connecticut Avenue is expected to reduce side swipe accidents 
and rear-end accidents. 

55. The need to remove Ramp H reflects the inappropriateness of 
interstate traffic on a residential street and safety benefits 
associated with the redesigned interchange. The absence of 
written documentation attesting to the interchange design's 
adequacy does not invalidate the verbal commitment made 
regarding the temporary nature of this ramp. 

56. The actual statement on EA page III-2 reads "in conjunction 
« !\. ^ citizens representatives (including the village of 
V
0
M^ r 

y Chase citizen Association) and representatives of 
M-NCP & PC,...". in the summer of 1987, SHA representatives 
t * e of Ms- Mary Anne Berberich to discuss the 
study process and improvement alternatives. Mr. Mark Hessel 
was also m attendance during this meeting, at which time the 
proposals were discussed in detail with Chevy Chase Valley 
Citizen Association. Many of the sections criticized by Mr 
Mark Hessel as "meaningless" in the EA were specifically added 
in response to issues raised by these citizens. 

•% 
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It appears likely that the Village of North Chevy 
Chase lobbied its state representatives who in turn 
pressured the SHA to devise a plan to remove the 
Beltway traffic from Kensington Parkway.  This 
scenario raises the question why the SHA did not 
propose to move the ramp in 1981 when it moved 
another ramp or in 1987 when it undertook 
construction for the fourth lane of- the Beltway.  The 
answer may be that it was considered but rejected. 
Any consideration of a proposal to move the ramp at 
these times should be identified and reviewed. 

The design and operation issues are not all 
significant.  The fact that Kensington Parkway is a 
local road is only a metaphysical problem.  In fact, 
Kensington Parkway has been a heavy service road for 
almost 25 years. 

It is not clear why having two entrances and two 
exits along the eastbound Beltway is a problem.  Note 
that the proposal would have no affect on the number 
of entrances. 

Although the EA states that the options were designed 
to address the increased traffic volumes on 
Connecticut Avenue south of the Beltway, the EA does 
not address traffic congestion below Jones Bridge 
Road.  Traffic below Jones Bridge Road may soon back 
up all of the way to the Beltway. 

III-3    Under III-B.2., the EA states that the Build 
Alternative addresses the majority of the issues 
discussed in Section II, but does not resolve all of 
the issues.  This is incorrect. The Build 
Alternative creates more problems than it solves 
because it will cause back ups along Connecticut 
Avenue.  While some of the options may help, they 
also cause other prublems.  Each combination of 
options shoulvi be evaluated as a separate alternative. 

The description of the Build Alternative states that 
Ramp N-E would begin with a 30 MPH exit curve from 
Connecticut Avenue and transition to 40 to 50 MPH. 
This ramp would have the same design flaws that the 
SHA says that the existing ramp H has.  There are no 
cars on Connecticut Avenue that travel at just 30 
MPH.  Cars regularly move at 40 to 50 MPH.  The ramp 
would be dangerous if it were built as planned.  If 
the SHA insists on pursuing the myth that a ramp 

57. The ramp modifications undertaken in 1981 where viewed by SHA 
as the first step in completely removing all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway. It was SHA's intentions to 
stage this construction-i.e. one ramp at a time. The Beltway 
widening project undertaken in 1987 was for the primary 
purpose of improving traffic safety and providing additional 
capacity and four lanes along the portion of the Capital 
Beltway through Rock Creek Park. See also response #55. 

58. Interchange modifications were not part of this project. Mr. 
Hessel's evaluation of the significant impacts and "meta- 
physical problem" are his own opinion. 

59. Traffic operations south of the Jones Bridge Road intersection 
would be largely unaffected by the Selected Action. The 
additional 170 to 370 trucks per day which arc projected' to 
use Connecticut Avenue as a result of the removal of truck 
prohibitions are not projected to adversely impact traffic 
service and operations along Connecticut Avenue. 

60. The Selected Action is anticipated to improve traffic 
operations in the I-495/Connecticut Avenue interchange and 
remove interstate traffic from Kensington Parkway. Backups 
along Connecticut Avenue exist today, and are anticipated to 
continue in the future regardless of the option selected. This 
FONSI presents the environmental consequences of the Build 
Alternative, along with Option B. 

61. A primary benefit of the Selected Action is that the weave 
problems along both the inner loop of the Beltway and 
northbound Connecticut Avenue would be eliminated. The design 
criteria for new Ramp N-E begins with a 30 mph exit curve from 
Connecticut Avenue and transitions to 50 mph merge with the 
Beltway. The geometries of this ramp would be considerably 
better than existing Ramp H. 

11 
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III-5    under Option A, the proposed road will interfere with 
access to the Beltway ramp.  Whether the proposed 
road technically interupts the ramp or not, the 
effect will be the same. 

wnMirtT"?"0? 0f Option B states that the movement would be signal controlled.  According to Sue Ellen 

oarrV^ S19?al iS n0 l0nger ""sidlred a necessary 
il\* the °P^on.  Aside from the unfairness of 
r»v?^ %£   Xl  hearing on a document that has been 
revised, this change is undesirable.  The signal 
would solve a bad problem on the west side of 
Connecticut Avenue.  Pedestrians crossing the Avenue 
must contend with cars from the Beltway ?hat proceed 
south at high rates of speed.  Even a brief signal 
would give these pedestrians relief from a dangerous 
situation  The same analysis applies to drivel 
trying to leave the side streets in Chevy Chase 
Valley or driveways directly on Connecticut Avenue. 

Option C is deceptive.  It mentions that Connecticut 
Avenue would be "bowed out."  According to Sue EUen 
•?\l  ""?, "e flag"ms presented for the first time 
rL   / i1? 1'edrin9' this ^ans that northbound 
Connecticut Avenue would be widened to five lanes 

^W!!n(.K
0ntI0Se1

Drive and the new intersection with 
oSr* £  ^ Beltway exit ramp.  To accomplish this, 
part of the median would have to be taken  The 
median is necessary for the safety of pedestrians 
crossing Connecticut Avenue and drivers who try to 
travel north on the Avenue from Woodlawn Road.  These 
drivers must wait for a break in the southbound 
traffic, drive to the median, and wait there for a 
comparable break in the northbound traffic.  If the 
median is too narrow, the car will block traffic 

n 

Sec ?.c?r~r,s= #59. Fvnire truck traffic data resulting from 
allowing trucks on Ramp N-E is discussed on Page IV-3 of the 
EA and Section III.B.2. of this document. 

63.  Option A was not selected because of unacceptable traffic 
operations and loss of green space. 

64. Option B will receive further evaluations during the design 
phase. Option B is expected to improve the traffic operations 
from the side streets without' resulting in adverse social, 
economic and environmental impacts. 

65. Option C was not selected because it would result in 
significantly worse traffic operations (weaving) along the 
inner loop of the Beltway and difficulty in accommodating the 
high volume of northbound Connecticut Avenue left turning 
traffic in the existing median. 

cF^ 
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while it waits for an opening.  In addition, the car 
would have to cross two lanes of left turn only 
traffic to proceed north.  If no left turn is allowed 
at Woodlawn Road, the residents of Chevy Chase Valley 
will only have one very cumbersome means of going 
north on Connecticut Avenue.  They would have to go 
out Spring Valley Road, left on Jones Bridge Road, 
and left again onto Connecticut Avenue. 
Unfortunately, traffic backs up so far in the left 
turn lane on Jones Bridge Road that it is often 
impossible to make this turn. 

III-6    Option E proposes a new northbound lane on 
Connecticut Avenue.  This lane would feed into the 
proposed access ramp and serve as an extension of the 
ramp itself.  However, buses and driveway use would 
interfere with access to the Beltway along this 
extended ramp. 

Option F is unclear.  It has been described as 
anything from a wide shoulder to a parking bay.  It 
could be very dangerous for someone trying to pull 
into or out of a tight spot on this "mitigation 
project" while traffic is speeding past on the way to 
the Beltway ramp. 

IV-1     Under the introduction, the EA states that no 
significant adverse effects are expected from the 
Build Alternative because no right of way has to be 
taken from adjacent properties. This statement 
contains a compound error.  First, there are 
significant adverse effects. The additional 11,000 
cars a day traveling northbound on Connecticut Avenue 
north of Jones Bridge Road will create major traffic 
problems in terms of back ups and making the 
driveways on Connecticut Avenue unusable.  These cars 
represent an increase of almost 50 percent.  When the 
proposed new light on Connecticut Avenue is taken 
into account, this increase may very well cause 
gridlock at the Jones Bridge Road Intersection.  The 
SHA has not done a queuing analysis of this.  The 
additional traffic will leave much less room for 
pedestrians and cars trying to head north from 
Woodlawn Road. 

Second, because of these problems and others, the 
Build Alternative cannot be built without widening 
Connecticut Avenue.  This will require taking the 
front lawns of residences.  As a result, the homes 
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66.  Option E was not selected because of residential impacts 
associated with widening Connecticut Avenue. 

67.  Option F was not selected because of severe residential 
impacts along the east side of Connecticut Avenue. 

68. SHA is sensitive to potential problems identified by Mr. 
Hessel for residences along the east side of Connecticut" 
Avenue. Because driveway access to Connecticut Avenue is an 
important concern, SHA will consider requests from the four 
property owners whose only access is on Connecticut Avenue to 
have their homes purchased at market value. The queuing 
analysis indicated continued queues along southbound 
Connecticut Avenue (generally unaffected by the proposed I- 
495/Connecticut Avenue interchange modifications). Northbound 
queues along Connecticut Avenue south of Jones Bridge Road are 
anticipated to increase, although signal time adjustments 
should reduce the length. Shifting interstate destined traffic 
from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue will not cause 
"gridlock" at the Jones Bridge Road intersection because 
traffic will be free flow north of the intersection. 
Significant social, economic and environmental impacts are not 
anticipated with the Selected Action. 

69. As previously stated in this document, the Selected Build 
Alternative will be constructed entirely within SHA right-of- 
way based on existing analyses, and where feasible, within 
existing curb lines of Connecticut Avenue. Widening of 
Connecticut Avenue is neither necessary nor proposed. 
Construction easements will, however, probably be required. 
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nrnLi?Se>,
m0St 0f their ValUe and the SHA Will 

probably be required to buy them outright. 

Al^rn^"1 imP*cts' the EA states that the Build 
•1$?•  l^  W0 d n0t disPlace a"y buildings.  This 
buiit IT^T^   th3t the Build Alternative can be built without widening Connecticut Avenue.  If 

_Conn_ecticut Av^e .is_widened-as-propoSed- in options, 
l^n4 ^ K        

be necessary to take the front 
of ?SP L ,-  InK

addition, the effect on the value 
of the homes along both sides of Connecticut Avenue 

th£ hn S0 ^H^ that the SHA wiU be required to buy the homes and destroy them.  This course of action 
would raise an entirely new set of concerns for the 
communities because it would expose additional homes 
to Connecticut Avenue. "umes 

As discussed earlier, the focus of the study is 
inappropriate.  The study should consider traffic 
burdens along the entire portion of Connecticut 
Avenue below Rock Creek Park. 

The EA should mention that because the Beltway 
traffic is on Kensington Parkway, it has no 

tll^ilCant  effeCt 0n the hornes alon9 Connecticut 

The first paragraph on this 
incomplete the EA is.  It s 
traffic onto Connecticut Av 
additional minor social imp 
Avenue." There is no menti 
Chevy Chase Valley and the 
fact that it was the CCVCA 
prepare this EA in the firs 
meaningful analysis of exac 
of the proposal is and the 

. on property values,. 

page illustrates how 
tates that moving the 
enue "may result in 
acts along Connecticut 
on of the community of 
impact on it, despite the 
that demanded that the SHA 
t place.  There is no 
tly what the significance 
effect that it would have 

The EA mentions that the Build Alternative would 
slightly enhance property values along Kensington 
h^ ^ nl    Ce 1S n0 mention °£ its effect on other 
homes in Chevy Chase Valley and along Connecticut 
KH!"^',  ";? omission is indicative of the fact that 
the EA largely ignores the negative effects of the 
proposal. 

^^"r Para,3raPh °n the page states that a review 
of the future traffic data should focus on the 
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70. SHA's willingness to consider the purchase of the four homes 
along the east side of Connecticut Avenue whose only access 
is onto Connecticut Avenue does not jeopardize the residential 
character of Connecticut Avenue - SHA intends to resell these 
properties in order to maintain the residential character of 
Connecticut Avenue. These new purchasers would purchase their 
homes in the full knowledge of the new Ramp N-E and would, it 
seems, reflect these concerns in their purchase price. 

71. The EA served to adequately address the environmental impacts 
of the Selected Action. It has been determined that the 
project will not result in significant impacts and can be 
processed with this Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
document. It is because of potential concerns regarding 
property values that SHA has offered to purchase the four' 
homes along the east side Connecticut Avenue. 

% 
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Kensington Parkway traffic using ramp H traffic in 
the year 2010.  This suggestion is inappropriate and 
misleading.  The issue is traffic in the entire 
area.  An equally appropriate focus is the traffic 
that is already on Connecticut Avenue.  This level 
would be increased to intolerable levels by the 
Proposal. 

IV-3     What is the basis for the estimates of the levels of 
truck traffic in the year 2010?  Silver Spring, 
Wheaton, and Bethesda will all be substantially 
larger and busier in 23 years.  Has this been 
accounted for?  How? 

The EA anticipates a low level of service for the 
proposed intersection on Connecticut Avenue.  This 
point is very important and should receive greater 
consideration in the decision whether the proposal is 
worth pursuing.  Note that if this intersection backs 
up, it will interfere with the existing intersection 
at the end of the westbound Beltway ramp.  If that 
intersection gets fully blocked, northbound 
Connecticut Avenue traffic can become blocked.  The 
potential for full fledged gridlock exists on bad 
traffic days (which might be every day in the year 
2010 or 2050).  An accident could bring on this 
condition very quickly. 

With regard to weaving on the Beltway, consider the 
effect of the new fourth land and how the weaving 
problem can be reduced by using signs that keep 
through traffic in the other lanes. 

IV-4     As mentioned earlier, the measurements of cut through 
traffic are suspect because they were taken in the 
summer months while traffic is normally lighter. 
Also, they were taken when cut through traffic on one 
of the routes was illegal. 

The analysis of cut through traffic ignores the fact 
that the land on either side of Connecticut Avenue is 
also residential. 

The second paragraph under the cut through analysis 
states that options D and E would improve traffic 
flow through the area.  This is not correct. 
According to the figures on pages S-5 and S-7, the 
Jones Bridge Road intersection would actually become 
worse.  Even though the extra lanes might reduce the 
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72. Traffic Figures IV-1 and IV-2 in the EA and Figures 5 and 
6 in this document present daily and peak hour (AM/PM) 
traffic volumes for 23 key links in the study area. 

73. The projected range in additional daily truck traffic on 
Connecticut Avenue (170 to 370) is in response to the 
difficulty in projecting land use assumptions in the year 
2010. The higher truck volumes correspond with higher 
development intensities. 

74. A traffic analysis has been completed for the new 
Connecticut Avenue/Ramp Bl intersection. Gridlock 
conditions are not projected to occur. Like any other 
section of roadway, however, an accident could cause 
delays and backups. 

75. The fourth lane on the Beltway will improve the existing 
weaving conditions. Specific assignment of traffic (other 
than trucks) to lanes on the Beltway would be 
unenforceable and not beneficial to traffic operations. 

76.  Refer to response #42. 
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length of the queues, they would not move cars 
through the intersection significantly faster. 
Therefore, the pressure on drivers to cut through 
would remain high. 

The last paragraph under the cut through analysis 
suggests that p.ohibUim, left turns from Woodlawn 
Road onto Connecticut Avenue would solve some cut 
throug^jarotLems- However—this" would cut off "one of 
Chevy Chase Valley's only two means of going north on 
Connecticut Avenue.  The other means {Spring Valley 
Road to Jones Bridge Road to Connecticut Avenue) is 
frequently not viable because of backups along Jones 
Bridge Road that block the intersection at Spring 
Valley Road. 

Under the section on traffic gaps, the EA 
acknowledges the effect on homes with driveways on 
Connecticut Avenue.  However, there is no discussion 
of the meaning of this impact.  For instance, will 
homeowners by unable to use their driveways at all at 

values" tlmeS °f the day? What Wil1 haPPen t0 home 

Under the discussion of the No-Build Alternative, the 
chart should mention that other improvements to the 
area can be made without moving the ramps  For 
instance, option B would improve the situation 
somewhat. 

Under the discussion of the Build Alternative, note 
that an additional traffic signal could be installed 
on Connecticut Avenue southbound without moving the 
ramps.  This would improve the traffic gap problem. 
This is important for both drivers and pedestrians 

Under option A, 
could interfere 
would cause cars 
result, cars wou 
of their need to 
be noted that op 
village of North 
closed streets t 
It would only be 
southbound direc 

the EA should note that the new road 
with access to the proposed ramp and 
to back up in front of homes.  As a 

Id generate additional noise because 
stop and accelarate.  It should also 

tion A would be unnecessary if the 
Chevy Chase opened up one of its 

hat connect with Jones Bridge Road. 
necessary to open it up in the 

tion. 

Option C would adversely affect Chevy Chase Valley 
because it would reduce the size of the median and 
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77. As presently envisioned,'"the selected Build Alternative 
would not prohibit left-turns from Woodlawn Road onto 
northbound Connecticut Avenue. 

78.  See response #71. 

79. During final design. Option B will receive further 
consideration. While Option B alone without the Build 
Alternative would serve to increase gaps on Connecticut 
Avenue, it would not serve to address the primary purpose 
of the project to remove interstate traffic from 
Kensington Parkway, a residential street. 

80. Option A has not been selected. 

81.  Option C has not been selected. 

^ 
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place two left turn lanes in the way of drivers 
trying to make a left out of Woodlawn Road. 

There is no mention under option C of the fact that 
it will reduce the median and require the taking of 
lawns and probably whole houses on the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue a 1,1 of t-he> vay back to Montrose 
Drive. . 

IV-6     Options D and E would require taking lawns and 
probably entire houses on the east side of the 
Avenue.  The additional lanes of traffic would make 
life much harder for pedestrians and drivers who must 
now look for simultaneous gaps in four lanes of 
traffic instead of three. 

No one supports option F at this point. It would 
require taking lawns and would leave little or no 
room for a sidewalk. 

IV-7     The discussion of pedestrians is grossly inadequate 
because it ignores the dangers of pedestrians 
crossing Connecticut Avenue.  This problem is much 
worse than the problem for pedestrians walking along 
Connecticut Avenue. 

The transit problems discussed in North Chevy Chase 
are largely the village's own doing because roads 
have been blocked off. 

If the median at Montrose Drive were removed, the 
village of North Chevy Chase would have the same 
access to Connecticut Avenue southbound that Chevy 
Chase Valley has northbound. 

IV-8     To solve the transit problem, passengers could cross 
Connecticut Avenue to catch southbound buses.  This 
is the same burden that people or. the west side of 
Connecticut Avenue face. 

IV-9 The simplest improvement in safety would be improving 
the grading and design of the existing roads, curves, 
and ramps where they are currently located. 

The EA states that the general congestion at the 
Jones Bridge Road intersection would be relieved if 
the southbound signal at Kensington Parkway were 
removed.  The charts on pages S-5 and S-7 show that 
this is not true.  The Build Alternative with option 
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82.  Options D and E have not been selected. 

83.  Option F has not been selected. 

84. During final design, pedestrian issues will receive 
considerable attention. Measures will be investigated 
to address pedestrian crossings of Connecticut Avenue. 
In addition, during the design phase the need and cost 
of constructing a sidewalk along the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue will be investigated. The signal on 
Connecticut Avenue with Ramp Bl will serve to improve 
pedestrian crossing of Connecticut Avenue. 

85. Transit operations within the study area were discussed in the 
EA and are summarized in Section III.B.2.b. of this document. 
The Selected Action will not require any modifications to 
existing bus routes or stops. While removal of the referenced 
"road blocks" may ease transit circulation problems, the 
decision for this action rests with the North Chevy Chase 
community. 

86. Improving existing Ramp H, while feasible, would result 
in the continued unacceptable condition of interstate 
destined traffic on a local road. 

87. The existing Kensington Parkway leg of the Jones Bridge 
Road intersection will not be altered by the Selected 
Build Alternative. 

3> 
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slana  fro• v   teS.the need for the southbound 
?»!»? /       Kensington Parkway, produces a worse 
E?T•,-„^-SerriCe than  the No-B"ild Alternative. 
verv AilZl 5-« Slgnal Phase on^ seems t0 ""ke a very slight difference under option G. 

page that Connecticut Avenue noi_oniy traverses a  

~^iT~^lt"^Fh
f
00,i'bUt als° "eates a Lv^ 

Chevv alii p 800 families that are members of the 
T^7n^ ^creation Association and the children 
?h-« ^9 0rt

usln9 the Acuities of the North Chevy Chase Elementary School. <~'ievy 

According to a reference on page IV-2 this section 

llvels^^here0 if ^-^ S°C?al -P-t" oe^^l" 

orthe-nolse^fn^his section!0" 0£ the S0Cial irapaCtS 

At least one of the residents along the east side nf 
Connecticut Avenue has a complete hearLg loslin one 
ear and a partial hearing loss in the other. 

The description of the noise study states that 
measurements are based on average noise levels, 

the Iv^a
Pea^ n0tS? levels (and the difference from 

human ear9      S) mi9ht be m0re ^aningful to the 

^La"alysis.of ^he noise levels fails to address the 
effect on noise levels of any of the options ezceot 
option A  Given the fact that homes along the east 
side of Connecticut Avenue will be faced with an 

to  ttTHl}   ^   '000 "," a day drivin9 across wha? used 
omission  Thr^."13 "T"15 like an inappropriate 
the fnrr^     ^ S consulti"g engineer stated that 
the increase in noise levels caused by this 

on Conned-^T0 Within " £eet °f the front doors on Connecticut Avenue would "nl" b-»« i  ninim^i 

^Id be" ^^l,1^1'-     " this-i^ true'then it 
should be clear that the noise analysis should look 
The0SHA ,t S]7nStiC,  crite"on of decibal leve s 
The SHA should consider the number of noise peaks, 
the constancy of the noise (does continuous noise 
create more stress than noise that abates 

•?«  M,U£?>: and the hours of the day that the 
Haht of ^h^/^^  In addition, the Analysis makes 
«?«H F Ae  fact.that the noise levels already 
exceed federal criteria. 
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88.  Pedestrian issues, including school childrens* access, 
will receive considerable attention during final design. 

89. Noise impacts are evaluated in the context of potential 
effects on the social environment. Specifically, the 
noise levels have been established to allow normal 
conversation between individuals at a distance of three 
(3) feet. 

90. This individual's home is one of those homes which SHA 
has offered to purchase. 

91. The hourly noise levels represents a worse case condition and 
generally would include peak noise levels. 

92. The Selected Build Alternative incorporates the Build 
Alternative as presented in the EA as well as considera- 
tion during final design of portions of Option B. 
Options A and C through G were not selected and will not 
be given further consideration. 

The noise analysis included in the EA accounted for the 
additional traffic volumes on Connecticut Avenue with the' 
Build Alternative. The hourly noise levels for which the 
analysis was conducted represent a worse case condition and 
would generally include peak noise levels. The noise analysis 
has been conducted in accordance with accepted noise analysis 
methods and guidelines as contained in State and Federal 
regulations. 

5- 
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Options C, D, E, and F will require the SHA to remove 
shrubbery and trees that provide physical and 
psychological relief from the traffic.  This is not 
discussed in the report. 

The discussion of the terrestrial ecology states that 
the loss of woodlands would have a minimal impact 
because the woodlands are along existing highways. 
On the contrary, this is where the woodlands may be 
needed most. 

Options C, D, E 
of the lawns of 
Avenue or the o 
heavily planted 
trees would be 
the master plan 
Connecticut Ave 
Plan in particu 
corridor." In 
Avenue would re 
eight lane road 
set back requir 

, and F would all require taking parts 
homes on one side of Connecticut 

ther.  These lawns are generally 
with large trees.  Removing these 
inconsistent with the objectives of 
s that apply to various stretches of 
nue.  The Kensington-Wheaton Master 
lar addresses the concept of a "green 
addition, the widening of Connecticut 
suit in homes being very close to an 

This may not conform with relevant 
ements. 

6506R/8153 
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93. The loss of woodlands (estimated at 0.1 acres_ or 
approximately 4,000 SF) is primarily located along'new 
Ramp N-E within the existing Ramp C loop. All displaced 
woodlands are within SHA owned right-of-way. Landscaping 
measures are included as a part of the Selected Action. 

94.  Options C, D, E and F were not selected and will not be 
given further consideration. 

O1 
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Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Project Development Division 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

I am enclosing additional c 

Please find enclosed the following additional comments. 

A letter from Mark Hessel to Norman Christeller, 
November 25,^^"W^ County Planning Board dated 

Pi^n^n" ^rom "^ Hessel to the Montgomery County 
Planning Board dated December 3, 198?: 

public hearing. 

4.   A memorandum dated December 3, 1987 from Mark Hessel 
acc»=UlS ?-*Eqe'   Jr- analyzing the environmental 
assessment for this project. 

referraftn^hl!'*,1 ?°Uld like t0 State that at the mandatory 
All     «„  ^  Montgomery County Planning Board on December 3, 
1987  several novel ideas were proposed.  This includes adding 
two lanes to Connecticut Avenue on the east side of the 

95. The four items referenced in Mr. Hessel's transmittal 
letter include 2 new pieces of correspondence as well as 
2 that have already been addressed. Responses to 
reference items 1. and 2. follow - with references to 
previous responses to issues where redundant. Item 3., 
the Public Hearing testimony, is addressed in Section IV 
of this Environmental Document (see Speaker Nos. 10 and 
41). Item No. 4, the memorandum to Mr. Lou Ege, Jr. has 
been responded to on the previous pages (1 through 19) 
in this section. 

20 -£ 
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roadway.  Since this was not part of the original environmental 
assessment, if the SHA chooses to pursue this proposal, the 
communities must insist, under the Maryland Action Plan, that 
the SHA make a new formal proposal and prepare a new 
environmental assessment. 

Neil Pedersen also indicated at the mandatory referral that 
his office is now looking at ways to avoid gridlock without 
widening Connecticut Avenue by carefully timing the signals. 
It seems unlikely that the timing of the signals could achieve 
this result with an acceptably high degree of probability.  The 
Chevy Chase Valley Citizens Association asserts its right to 
comment on any analysis that is done on this matter. 

I have been informed by Neil Pedersen and Sue Ellen White 
that my comments will be specifically answered in writing in 
addition to being addressed in the final environmental 
assessment.  I look forward to your meaningful responses. 
Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Hessel 
Attorney for the Chevy Chase 
Valley Citizens Association 

6602R/8153-1 
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96. This proposal was not reasonable because of potential 
impacts to residences. The Selected Action does not 
include proposed widening of Connecticut Avenue and 
therefore no new or additional analyses are necessary. 

During final design, and working in conjunction with 
Montgomery County, traffic signal timing along Connect- 
icut Avenue immediately south of the Beltway will be 
reviewed. Copies of the analysis will be available for 
review by interested parties. 
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Norman Christellec, Chairman 
Montgomery County Planning Board 

if7i?1So.";jsl^„sapitai Park and pianni^ <»-i"i« 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Subject: 

Dear Mr. Christeller: 

SHA Proposed Roadway Changes at Capital 
?«wty (?-495)/Connecticut Avenue (MD 
185)/Kensington Parkway 

and  oV^Vfi^^K Sc^i^^r-r^dor1^10" 
S«dtathul meeTntS  ^  thS —iderat'^of" ell^n ng Board at  its  meeting on  December  3,   1987.     it  is  mv 

The  Nature of the Proposal 

project   that0oUs
0L^e ^J-'^V  than  just an°th" highway 

^.^n  aly&Xl SiS^^tu^^fr^i^ial"  taisL 

?r^p^^diSetsiv^f^rt^ec^--s:ft^o-t^ic 
KM:  a^d^o^r^i   S^r'' "^^   '"  """^ 

tself 
backs 

98. The majority of the comments presented in Mr. Hessel's 
November 25, 1987 letter to Mr. Norman Christeller, 
Chairman of the Montgomery County Planning Board, M- 
NCP&PC, address County land use and planning processes. 
Throughout the development of this project, SHA has 
worked closely with representatives of M-NCPSPC. SHA has 
followed the requirements of the mandatory referral 
process in the development of this proposal. The Selected 
Alternative incorporates the majority of requests made 
by representatives of the Montgomery County Planning 
Board during the December 3, 1987 and November 17, 1988 
presentations. Furthermore, many of the issues raised in 
this November 25, 1987 letter have been previously 
addressed in this document. Therefore, responses are only 
offered to additional comments which are specifically the 
responsibility of SHA. See also M-NCPSPC January 11, 1989 
letter presented in Section V - Agency Coordination of 
this document. 

22 
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already shoulder an even greater share of the traffic burden. 
Every problem complained of along Kensington Parkway is already 
matched or exceeded along Connecticut Avenue. 

Two of the "options" in the proposal would widen 
Connecticut Avenue to eight lanes of traffic in front of single 
family homes.  These "options" would leave some homes with 
driveways that are so short that it would no longer be possible 
to park cars in them.  Although these additional lanes of 
traffic are presented as "options," they are not.  According to 
the SHA's own analysis, the Beltway ramp cannot be built 
without widening Connecticut Avenue.  The result will be eight 
lanes of traffic that frequently exceeds 45 mph within 25 feet 
of a bedroom, prevents homeowners from using their driveways or 
backing out into traffic, and makes it very difficult to get 
out of the side streets. This is sure to destroy a residential 
neighborhood. 

Shifting the traffic burden.  There was a time, not 
<]      ago, when Connecticu 

I       Kensington Parkway, 
Co      that time, the homes 
NJ      shared the traffic b 

Kensington Parkway 
widened to six lanes 
Parkway bore the bur 
the Beltway and Conn 
increases in through 
and Kensington. 

t Avenue was a two lane country 
in North Chevy Chase, was four 1 
and neighborhoods along Connect 
urden equitably with the citizen 
By 1964, Connecticut Avenue had 
and the Beltway had opened. Ke 

den of half of the Beltway traff 
ecticut Avenue bore the other ha 
traffic between the District of 

too long 
road and 
anes.  At 
icut Avenue 
s along 
been 
nsington 
ic south of 
If plus the 
Columbia 

In 1981, half of Kensington Parkway's half of the Beltway 
traffic was shifted onto Connecticut Avenue.  Now the SKA 
proposes to shift the remainder of the Beltway traffic.  This 
would complete a shift that saddles the neighborhoods along 
Connecticut Avenue with all of the increase in the traffic flow 
caused by the Beltway plus the traffic burden created by growth 
in that part of the County.  No one disputes that the Beltway 
traffic on Kensington Parkway is not good.  However, placing 
the traffic on Connecticut Avenue is even worse. 

The Village of North Chevy Chase lobbied the SHA for over 
20 years to move the Beltway ramp as a cure for its traffic 
problems.  It maintains that the SKA made a promise to the 
residents of the Village in 1964 when the Beltway was opened. 
But many of the residents along Kensington Parkway purchased 
their homes between 1964 and 1931 when traffic levels were much 

99. In the opinion of SHA, continued use of Kensington Parkway as 
an access road to 1-495 is an inappropriate use for the local 
road. 

100. All options to widen Connecticut Avenue have not been selected 
and will not be given further consideration. 
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higher than they are now  Th»„ ,-•>„> ,  o. 
unwritten promise.  On the other lln^L^'t  telY  on •Y 
driveways on the west side of rLhanJ.a11 °£  the homes with 
before the Beltway opened    Connecticut Avenue were purchased 

The Village has nev 
asking the County to er 
down traffic, or by bui 

-g-r:oov*ng-tfre -nsaaway^ o 
lawns. The SHA has fai 
reduce traffic problems 
expanding the existing 
the Beltway. it has al 
traffic on Connecticut 

ect'traff^ T-'J?"6 itS own P^blems by ect traffic lights or stop signs to_slow 
iAing-guatd-ra-Hrs-, plantTn^ bushesMr 
iPdehent ^ fr0m ^i^ng ontltheir 
on ^0

mf f.SUbstantial Efforts to 
a°" "

e Be"»ay by upgrading and 
so  don/n^K0' Placing Harnin9 signs on 
Avenue?      9 substa^^  to improve 

Lu.m^ugSr^enue^gC^:5!^^^^-  ^e stretch of 
already falls Ihort of the -ar^^-^  East-west Highway 
incorporated into the area mllllr  C°rrido<'  "ncept 
would turn it into an eioht ^nf PlanS-  The SHA,S Proposal 
lot, depending Sn the hour)  zlreT?*1* ^^"^   (or ^ki^ 
both sides of the street ll*  „ %  9e trees would be removed on 
Connecticut Avenue woutd be ninf i^J sce"a^°  a P°ttion of 
median strip.  This portion "JS j L   ^  With n0 *<«"" — » 
road in the County inclMH?n^i   ,"ldec than almost every  
be so close to the road th^9,^6 Belt»ay-  ^ses may actually 
with set back requirements     *  W0Uld n0t be in conformaSce ' 

^^^^Ur^^ol^tt^  t0 a11 0f the other 
that the proposed chanoes wnufn '  ^ ^  haS failed to s*°» 
a badly congested tttetll of rL^-     ^inq  traffic l^hta  to 
new backups and "imDrov?n„° Connecticut Avenue could create 
probably Worsen th^congeftion'I^M at J°nSS,  Bridge Road v°^ Highway. congestion at Manor Road and East-West 

^^^Ili^eFbeen^iL^Lilu^e^to dist«bi^ "P-ct of the all of the citizens  ThBculf to consider the needs of, 
agreement with the Vii^L    <  f°mPleted negotiations on an 
Beltway ramp without eien menMn^ ^ ChaSe t0 move "e 
surrounding" communities   Trot  TJ*  ^  Pro3ect t0 the 
seems to have been made'up       ' POlnt 0n the SliA's  mind 

discove" d'the^pun^^'de^^r"0^ AVenUe accid-taily 
Maryland law, th'e SH^.^.r ^^^Si/i^^" 
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101' and 0wih0nLt0 K 
ide" Conn5ctic«t Avenue have not been selected 

d2^^n T f be- 91Ve.n further consideration. During final design, landscaping will be included. "nai 

exLtTia l•^Xld A"ernative viH not eliminate all of the 
Avenue 9T "// Problems along this portion of Connecticut 
of Jon^s BrYdoe pVn°,reS Wil1 "^ si9nif icantly increase south or Jones Bridge Road as a result of the Selected Action. 
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hearing was unnecessary.  The SHA only agreed to an 
environmental assessment and a public hearing after the 
communities took a firm legal position and the Planning Board 
scheduled a mandatory referral, AS outlined below, the 
.environmental assessment misrepresented the proposal and d''d 
not adequately analyze or describe it. 

The public hearing was a mockery.  Despite assurances from 
the hearing officer, the representative of the Chevy Chase 
Valley Citizens Association was not given adequate time to 
speak.  The representative was limited to four minutes 
initially (the same as individuals) and individuals were not 
allowed to cede their time to their representative. 

The Mandatory Referral 

As you know, on May 28, 1987, the Planning Board held a 
mandatory referral on a proposal by the SHA to move the Beltway 
access ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue and 
to make other substantial changes to the roads in the 
community.  The staff report and the Board rejected the SHA's 
proposal and concluded that the SHA should reconsider the 
proposal and address the concerns raised at the mandatory 
referral.  These concerns included: 

1. destruction of the median strip and the "green 
corridor" along Connecticut Avenue; 

2. increased hazards for pedestrians crossing Connecticut 
Avenue; 

3. projected increases in truck traffic on Connecticut 
Avenue; 

4. new traffic problems on Connecticut Avenue between 
Kensington and Chevy Chase Circle; 

5. future development in the community; 

6. preservation of the residential character of 
Connecticut Avenue; 

7. bad access for homes with driveways on Connecticut 
Avenue; and 

bad access for cars leaving and entering Chevy Chase 
Valley. 

25 

103. The Public Hearing Officer attempted to equitibility allocate 
time among the more than 20 individuals who pre-registered to 
speak. All speakers were limited to four minutes, and no one 
was permitted to cede their time. Mr. Hessel, and others, did 
speak again later in the evening and concluded their comments. 

104. SHA was aware of the issues raised by the Planning Board in 
Hay 1987, and included these issues in the development of the 
Environmental Assessment. M-NCP&PC has been an active 
participant throughout this process. M-NCP&PC's January 11, 
1989 letter (see Section V - Agency Coordination) became the 
basis for SHA's selection of the recommended improvements. 

c? 
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The Environmental Assessment 

Tts-£he^f nV
ttl

0^ent^ -ass«sm-ent, ^h^SHT ^im^ir-tlumbed" ~ 

environmental assessment that the SHA fwued iS biased 
inadequate, and lacks meaningful analysil.     blased' 

inadequacy.  Widening Connecticut Avenu 
free moving right turn lanes would subs 

rn!^" i0'  Pe0ple who must use b^es on 
road  However, the SHA did not see fit 

n£w ^n»C„?r?P0^ (with the essential new lane of trafric out of the front ya 
over 10 000 cars and up to 370 trucks^ 
east side of Connecticut Avenue (in add 
hhf^i" ! existing northbound lanes) 
that this change would generate enough 
single word in the environmental assess 

ie to eight lanes with 
tantially increase the 
both sides of the 
to address this issue. 
options") would carve a 

rds of houses and place 
day in that lane on the 
ition to the 21,000 cars 
.  The SHA did not think 
noise to merit even a 
ment. 

assessmentiofn?ho
iS^SSi0n/t aU in the environmental 

Lack of analysis^  The environmental assessment is the onlv 
t• lnuihe  Pr0cess that is Object to full public   y 

^onti^IL?        ''he varl-ous options.  A crucial 
consideration must be whether cars will back up th-ough 
cue^Mon 'T' bat  the environmental-assessment ig^orls the 
excfus?v= tlT   th0Ugh SOme 0f the 0Ptions are mutuaHy 
to each other  enVlr°nmental assessment does not compare them 

105. 

106, 

SHA disagrees with Mr. Hessel. SHA fully respected the 
Planning Board's opinion and worked with staff in the develop- 
ment of the Selected Action. > 

The Build and No-Build improvements were evaluated, along with 
a number of options. The complete removal of all interstate 
traffic from both Kensington Parkway and Connecticut Avenue 
or other options to achieve the "best distribution of traffic 
possible" were not addressed. 

107. All options to widen Connecticut Avenue have not been selected 
and will not be given further consideration. 

108 Mr. Hessel is correct, several of the options presented in the 
environmental document were mutually exclusive. The purpose 
of including these options In the environmental assessment was 
to fully respond to improvement options offered by citizens 
civic association representatives, and elected officials. As 
stated previously, only Option B is included in the Selected 
Build Alternative. All other options will not be given 
further consideration. 

26 
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The Planning Board's Specific Concerns 

The green corridor.  The SHA abided by the Board's 
recommendation not to remove the median strip (except for 
Option C, which requires the removal of the median strip 
according...to the SHA's project manager).  But what the SHA gave 
with one hand, it took away with the other.  Options C, D, E, 
and F all require the destruction of the large trees along 
Connecticut Avenue between the Beltway and Jones Bridge Road. 

Pedestrian crossings.  At a speed of 3 mph, the average 
pedestrian would take about 19 seconds to cross from one side ,. 
of Connecticut Avenue to the other.  Options C, D, and E would 
widen Connecticut Avenue from six to eight lanes of traffic. 
These proposals would increase that time to almost 25 seconds. 
This relatively long period of time makes a signalized crossing 
improbable at best. 

Option D would create a continuously moving lane of traffic 
from Connecticut Avenue (south) onto Jones Bridge Road (west). 
Without any help at all from a traffic light, pedestrians on 
the west side of Connecticut Avenue would be further 
endangered.  Except for possibly Option A, all of the options 
would create the same problem on the east side. 

Truck traffic. The SHA projects 'a reasonable maximum 
370 trucks a day using Connecticut Avenue to gain 

These loud trucks would disturb homes 
estimate" of 
access to the Beltway. 
all of the way from the District of Columbia up to the 
Beltway.  At present, trucks are not allowed to access the 
Beltway eastbound from Connecticut Avenue northbound because 
Kensington Parkway is closed to trucks. 

Effect on traffic along Connecticut Avenue.  One of the SHA's 
justifications for the project is that it will improve the 
level of service at Jones Bridge Road and Connecticut Avenue 
(from LOS F to a better LOS F).  Assuming that the project is 
successful in this regard, there is simply no place for the 
traffic to go.  Traffic regularly backs up for great distances 
from East-West Highway through Manor Road almost to Jones 
Bridge Road.  In addition cars bound for the Beltway would be 
stuck in more traffic.  The proposal would take cars off of 
Kensington Parkway, which actually moves cars very efficiently 
and places them on Connecticut Avenue which is frequently at a 
stand still. 

27 

109. Option C, D, E and F have not been selected and will not be 
given further consideration. 

110. While trucks are prohibited by signing from using Kensington 
Parkway, field observations indicate that a considerable 
number of trucks illegally use this facility. The projection 
of a reasonable maximum estimate of 370 trucks a day does not, 
in fact, represent a maximum of 370 new trucks per day. Many 
of these trucks are already illegally using Connecticut 
Avenue/Kensington Parkway to access 1-495. 

111. Selected Build Alternative will not result in dramatic 
improvements in levels of service along Connecticut Avenue - 
traffic signal timing improvements along Connecticut Avenue 
including coordination with East-West Highway are expected to 
reduce overall congestion levels. Significant improvements 
in levels of service do not seem feasible along Connecticut 
Avenue and congestion is expected to continue during peak 
periods. 

C7 
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Future development-.  There are two 20 acre tracts of 
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turn oilv ?2i-. " h  
Xlt-     Slnce  these lanes would also be right 

direction    herwant^rto"3 H0Uld n0t be able  t0  Ch00se ^ 
east  side of rnnn. t 90  ln-     In  the case °£ homes on  the 
would be  forcfd  ?r  "^ AVenUe'   this means  that  homeowners 
the" drivel.t0 9et 0nt0  the BeltHay whenever   they leave 

^!!fS.!?.^T ChaSe Va'10y      The other  homeowners  in Chevy 
^!S!;^

1^Lhave  sira^«  problems leaving  the neighborhood^ia the   side   qf-rpiahc        T^ "• ".    -.^-.^..^   wuc   ii^iyijuutnooa 
has  t"o choir«       -      H    n0':th  on Connecticut  Avenue,  a dri 
for  a"break  !n  ;h/lrS^the driver  can wait at  Woodlawn Ro tor  a  break   in  the southbound  traffic,  driv 

ver 
awn Road 

to  the median 
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112. SHA fully respects the residential integrity of Connecticut 
Avenue. All options which included widening of Connecticut 
Avenue have not been selected and will not be given further 
consideration. For those residents on the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue whose only access is onto Connecticut 
Avenue, SHA will consider purchasing their properties at fair 
market value. The purchases will be on purely a voluntary 
basis and would not include any reimbursement for relocation 
expenses. 

113. Options D and E have not been selected and will not be given 
further consideration. 
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break, wait for a brea 
Under some versions of 
illegal and the median 
to exit via Spring Val 
and north on Connectic 
frequently back up on 
quickly on Jones Bridg 
impossiole to turn lef 
of the day. The conti 
Option D would make it 
intersection. 

k in the northbound traffic and proceed, 
the proposal, this movement would be 
would be removed.  The second option is 

ley Road, go east on Jones Bridge Road, 
ut Avenue.  Unfortunately, cars 
Jones Bridge Road eastbound and cars move 
5 Road westbound.  This makes it 
t onto Jones Bridge Road at certain times 
nuously moving right turn lane under 
even more difficult to exit at either 

114. The Selected Build Alternative retains the existing northbound 
left turn from Connecticut Avenue to Woodlawn Road. It also 
includes SHA support for a new traffic signal at the inter- 
section of Jones Bridge Road with Spring Valley Road. These 
elements, when coupled with the placement of a new traffic 
signal along southbound Connecticut Avenue (at proposed ramp 
B) will increase traffic gaps along the west side of 
Connecticut Avenue. 

< 
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' Other Problems with the Proposal 

There are other problems with the options that are too 
detailed to explain in these comments.  If you have any 
questions, I will be on hand at the Planning Board's meeting on 
December 3 to answer them. 

Recommendation to the Planning Board 

The SHA has already demonstrated its inclination to ignore 
the recommendations of the Planning Board.  To be effective, 
the Planning Board should take the following steps. 

1. Pledge its opposition to any project that the SHA 
proposes until after: 

a. the Village of North Chevy Chase and the County 
take realistic steps to mitigate the traffic 
problems on Kensington Parkway (for instance, 
traffic lights, stop signs, guard rails or 
bushes, and grooving the roadway at the bend); and 

b. the SHA does a complete study of traffic in the 
Connecticut Avenue corridor and prepares a 
complete environmental assessment. 

2. Request the submission of legislation in the General 
Assembly that would require the SHA to submit all 
roadway projects to the Planning Board for approval on 
the basis of consistency with master plans arid the 
effect on existing land uses. 

115, SHA was an active participant during the December 3, 1987 
Planning Board meeting. SHA fully respects the recommendations 
of the Planning Board. Many of their recommendations are 
included in the Selected Build Alternative (see January 11, 
1989 letter presented in Section V - Agency Coordination of 
this report). 
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WEINES, MCCAFFREY. BBOOSKY & KAPLAN, P.C. 

Norman Christeller -9- November 25, 1987 

Propose to build a long, narrow park between 
Connecticut Avenue and the houses to preserve the 
quality of life in the neighborhood.  (Federal law 
prevents the SHA from taking park land to build roads 
except under extreme circumstances). 

Sincerely, 

/vL^A  Ff^U^X- 

Mark  L.   Hessel 

Attorney for the 
Chevy Chase Valley 
Citizens Association 

< 
I 

MLH/111/6244R/8157 
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Norman Christeller, Chairman 
Montgomery County Planning Board 
Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Dear Mr. Christeller: 

bebalf^ll^Chew Chisel f?bmi"ed l«9t»>y comments on 

The staff's memorandum is 
it still fails to grasp three 

A. Cost/benefit analysis, st 
Highway Aamimstration's (SHA) 
should be built. Staff states 
viewpoint, this change is an a 
SHA nor staff recognizes that 
human and economic costs of th 
costs of the project are discu 
comments.  They include: 

thoughtful and intelligent, but 
central concepts. 

aff unwittingly accents the State 
basic premise that the ramp 
[f]rom a transportation systems 

ppropriate action.' Neither the 
it is necessary to comoare the 
e project to the benefits.  The 
ssed at some length in my other 

1. the destruction of the restdpnUai ^.v.,-  .. 
Connecticut Avenue between Jones 3?idge toad f^Sf 

2. the economic loss to homeowners who hn.mhh n.   •     .. 
before the new ramo was built in 1981 A^ K 2     ^ h0mes 

that 20,000 cars a'day would be shiftJ ?  d n0 warnin9 
Parkway to Connecticut Avenue;  Shlfted frora Kensington 
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116 This three page letter prepared by Mr. Mark Hessel, attorney 
for Chevy Chase Valley Citizens Association, responds to a 
draft memorandum prepared by staff of the Montgomery County 
Planning Board. As previously stated, SHA was present during 
the December 3, 1987 Planning Board meeting at which time 
staff presented the results of their findings and offered 
opportunity for both proponents and opponents to speak out on 
this issue. It is not SHA's intent to take action which would 
result in "destruction of the residential character of 
Connecticut Avenue". On the basis of recommendations offered 
by MCPB, SHA will consider purchasing the four residences on 
the east side of Connecticut Avenue whose only access is onto 
Connecticut Avenue at market value. It is then SHA's intention 
to resell these homes as residential properties. Options which 
included widening Connecticut Avenue have been deleted from 
further consideration - all improvements would be completed 
within existing State Highway Administration right of way, and 
where feasible, within the existing curb lines of Connecticut 
Avenue. SHA, with the support of MCPB, believes that the 
inappropnateness of interstate traffic on Kensington Parkway 
should be resolved and that the Selected Build Alternative 
offers a reasonable solution (see letter dated January 11, 
1989 in Section V - Agency Coordination of this report). 
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WEINER, MCOFFSEY. BaoosKY & KAPLAN, P.C. 

Mr. Norman Christeller      -2- December 3, 1987 

3. endangering pedestrians and drivers who live in houses 
along Connecticut Avenue; 

4. increasing truck traffic on Connecticut Avenue between 
the District of Columoia and the Beltway;,,  

5. abandoning the "green corridor* concept for that part 
of Connecticut Avenue; and 

6. millions of dollars in tax dollars (the actual figure 
will depend on how many homes the SHA buys and destroys). 

The primary benefit is that the project would make 
Kensington Parkway a quiet residential street like it was in 
1964 when the Beltway opened and the County's population was 

.        3ust over 400,000 (less than two thirds of the current level) 
^        The SHA also projects that the project would improve safety by 
^        eliminating weaving patterns on the Beltway and upgrading 
,__,       access ramps.  The SHA and staff ignore the fact that many of 

these benefits can be achieved without moving the ramps.  The 
new lane of the Beltway will reduce weaving problems 
considerably; the access ramps can be improved without moving 
them; and traffic can be slowed down on Kensington Parkway by 
installing lights or stop signs or by posting crossing guards. 

B-  The proposal does not work.  it is not a coincidence that 
the only options to the Build Alternative that the staff 
endorses (B and G) are the only options that can be built 
without moving the ramps.  Staff finds unacceptable problems 
with every option that is truly a part of the Build 
Alternative. What staff fails to realize is that without the 
options that staff rejects, the proposal becomes unworkable: 

Options D (fourth southbound lane on Connecticut Avenue) 
and E (rourth northbound lane or. Connecticut Avenue) are 
necessary to prevent backups that threaten to block imoortant 
intersections.  For instance, the Build Alternative would 
create a new intersection on Connecticut Avenue at the end of 
the eastoound Beltway exit ramp,  with three lanes southbound, 
traffic already backs up beyond this orooosed intersection 
The SHA's studies show that a fourth lane is crucial.  On the 
other side of the street/northbound cars will back uo at this 
same intersection.  The SHA has not done a queuing study of 
this intersection yet, but there is a substantial risk that 
without a fourth lane, evening rush hour traffic could back up 
through the Jones Bridge P.oad intersection. 
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WEINER, MCCAFFSEY, BHODSKY & KAPLAN, P.C. 

Mr. Norman Chcistellec      -3- December 3, 1987 

Staff's recommendation appears to be unacceptable to 
everyone accept possibly the Village of North Chevy Chase.  The 
SHA has stated its unwillincjness to undertake the project if 
there is no change to the Jones Bridge Road intersection and no 
additional lanes on Connecticut Avenue. Residents of all of 
the communities along Connecticut Avenue between the Beltway 
and the District have expressed opposition to the proposal.  In 
addition, the CCVCA, the Chevy Chase Recreation Association, 
the Village of Chevy Chase, the Town of Chevy Chase, the Hamlet 
of Chevy Chase, Chevy Chase Section 3, and Chevy Chase Section 
4 are all on record now in opposition to either moving the 
ramps, widening Connecticut Avenue, or increasing truck traffic. 

c-  There is no pressing need for the project.  Since 1981, the 
traffic buroen along Kensington Parkway has been lighter than 
at any other time since 1964.  There is no pressing need for ' 

<< .      this project now.  it only serves to further lighten the 
traffic burden on one neighborhood at the expense of another. 

The only reasonable conclusion is that an acceptable 
solution to the traffic problems on Kensington Parkway has not 
been found yet.  Without a pressing need, the SHA should avoid 
undertaking any project of this magnitude until: 

1. it has thoroughly studied the impact of the project on 
all communities along the Connecticut Avenue corridor; 

2. it has pursued solutions that do not require moving 
traffic onto other streets; and 

3. the appropriate public officials have addressed the 
policy issues involved. 

Sincerely, 

£* 
M 

A ̂v4 /fvy^J^. 

Mark Hessel 
Attorney for the Chevy 
Chase Valley Citizens Association 

MLH/mlh/6454R/3153 

33 



Comments by Mark Hessel, Esq 
on behalf of the Chevy Chase' 
Valley Citizens Association 

at the 
Ma

D
ryK1,and

u
State Hi?h»*Y Administration Public  Hearing   -  NovemhRr   16,   1987 

< 
I 
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1-  Introductinn. 

My name is Mark Hessel.  I am an an-,,,- 

I will limit myself to general comments this evening. 
Others will provide you with mor^spe^fic testimony 

2.  Background. 

,0 "c^d^^i^hH^^of ^hir^n^6 ^^"^ "'•»« 
Chevy Chase Va 

turning point for 
trying to impose a 
<a) explaining the 
community; or (c) 
Maryland Action PI 
Pedersen finally a 
committed the SHA 
addressed the cone 
to hold a public h 
reinforced the SHA 
proposal did not a 
community and the 

lllY«»S    0
th

c
at  the mandatory referral was a 

the SHA  Before then, the SHA had been 
project on the community without properly 
ah^n^i'' l?   ?ddre"i"g the concerns of the 
abiding by the legal requirements of the 
an.  On the evening of the referral, Neil 
nnounced a change in that policy  ke 
to prepare an environmental assessment that 

ea'rina „nh^CheVy ChaSe Val1^ Community and earing on the assessment.  The Planning Board 
•s commitment by stating that the SHA"I 
dequately address the concerns raised by the 
Planning Board. y 

give In July Neil Pedersen promised, on behalf of the SHA to 

and egress, the preservation of front yards and oth^r' lngress 

space, and the effect on home values a^d ?he guatity^ life. 
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117. A summary of Mr. Hessel's public hearing testimony is present- 
ed in Section IV of this document, speaker numbers 10 and 41. 
 SHA' s respQnse_to„Mr._Hessel-Ls response -is also-presented^ in- — 

Section IV of this report. 



Despite its promises, the requirements of the Maryland 
Action Plan, and the issuance of a neatly prepared 
environmental assessment complete with pull out maps, the SHA 
has failed to realistically address these issues.  In fact  the 
SHA's only concession to the Maryland Action Plan appears to be 
the environmental assessment and this hearing.  The community 
has not seen a Systems Planning Report, a Project Planning 
Prospectus, or the kind of public meetings required by the 
Maryland Action Plan. 

3.  The Environmental Assessment. 

There are three types of problems with the environmental 
assessment.  First, it is biased.  In at least three places 
the environmental assessment emphasizes that the thrust of the 
document is the removal of beltway traffic from Kensington 
Parkway.  This assumes that removing beltway traffic is a 
worthy goal.  If the environmental assessment were objective 
its purpose should be to study whether traffic flow can be  ' 
improved and what the impacts (positive and negative) would be. 

Second, the environmental assessment does not adequately 
consider many central issues.  For instance, the document does 
not address pedestrians crossing Connecticut Avenue, the effect 

<        of the proposals on the quality of life in Chevy Chase Valley 
I        and elsewhere along Connecticut Avenue, the noise effects of 
^       most of the options, or the future growth and traffic patterns 
•^       of the Connecticut Avenue corridor. Typically, the assessment 

(p. IV-2) unprofessionally dismisses Chevy Chase Valley by 
stating that the Build Alternative "may result in additional 
minor social impact along Connecticut Avenue." 

On the issues that it does address, the assessment contains 
no data to make a meaningful evaluation of the options 
possible.  The most egregious example is that there is no 
analysis of traffic queuing, which is the only way to determine 
if there is any need for additional lanes or whether traffic is 
likely to back up from one intersection to the next. 

The data that is contained in the assessment is highly 
suspect^ The accident data compares apples and oranges. 

re 

e 

Connecticut Avenue were skewed by the"technician'who parked'hi* 
vehicle on the street and thereby altered the normal traffic 
flow.  Residents of Connecticut Avenue can detail other 
irregularities if given the opportunity. 

The third type of problem is the most important ~ the 
proposals do not work well and they create substantial burdens 

-2- 
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CCVCA'S Dosihinn 

since the B^lt^ay opened  trafffrV^ 0V!r the last 23 yea". 
Chevy Chase has Lcreafed ^hi e the tra?ffrV^1396 0f NOrth 

Chase Valley Cor•unity has increased inv^rL?^ 
0n the Chevy 

Chase is trying to make itself A ^LSeXy-  NO,:th Chevy 
Chevy Chase Valley is   being des?rov^P^ ^^ vilU^  "hile 
not a case of the greatest good for t*Y    ^  traEfic-  This is 
an instance of one'gtoup with politica? HT^  nUmbSI'     lt  is 
on another community.  if North CheivrhL»  ^P031"? its will 

<       Pay for additional maintenance on Zl        t    1S being £orced to 
f ^ould provide financ al assfstanceenslngton Park»^' the state 

Ui Traffic 
Connecticuf t^ulTs  nZ^rli?'? ^ ^^ that 

In general,   CCVCA supports  the Nn  R„,-I^  »iu 
opposes   the  Build Alternative       2 Ulld A1ternative  and 
option. Alternative.     However,   I win  comment  on  each 

optio^causHrga-ftf^n  i^L^* ^^ 0"oses   "»iS 
because  it   is   inconsistent TtSlt*3,*0^  ^ 0££ice  and 

options.     Last  winter?   the  SHA  till rh»" ^^^^  •* other 
FHWA would  not   approv4  the  Greon  ILShe7.Chase  V^^Y that   the 
access  ramp  to  an  interstate Mnhd ^  ^  lnterfered with an 
the Green  Road  sti   1   "teJceots'?^7,     tecoriiiaq  to  Fig.   rn-j, 
ramp technically begins  iu«  bl^nS P'0e°sed  ran,P-     Ev^  «  the 
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Last winter, the SHA told Chevy Chase Valley that care must 
be taken to prevent cars erora backing up onto the Beltway  IF 
this can be done. Chevy chase Valley supports this option, but 
without moving the access ramp. 

_  0Ptio" C (Enter 1-495 (East) bv making a left turn from 
Connecticut Avenue (northlj.  Chevy Chase Valley opposes Option 
c.  It would put more than 10,000 additional cars on 
Connecticut Avenue above Jones Bridge Road every day  The 
homes along this stretch of Connecticut Avenue aie already 
overburdened by traffic.  Although these cars would not be in 
the curb lane, the other 21,100 cars traveling along that part 
of Connecticut Avenue every day would use the curb lane to 
bypass the two lanes of traffic trying to turn left at the 
light.  This option would also attract hundreds of additional 
trucks every day.  (Perhaps over 370 per day depending on 
growth in the Wheaton/Silver Spring area.)  This would 
dramatically increase the problems of homeowners along the east 
side of Connecticut Avenue who must put up with noise and 
ii'3"^'?!)?' and the dan^er  of backing out of their driveways 
The additional traffic would also make it more difficult for 
pedestrians to cross Connecticut Avenue and might cause traffic 
back ups through the intersection at Jones Bridge Road 

< 
' Option D (New curb lane on Connecticut Avenue (south)) 
^.        The Chevy Chase Valley Community cannot decide whether "D" " 
(Ti       stands for disaster or danger.  This option would increase 

traffic flow in the curb lane making exiting from driveways 
much more difficult and dangerous.  Cars that do manage to exit 
their driveways and the side streets will find it difficult to 
merge into the lanes to the left and will be forced to turn 
right onto Jones Bridge Road.  Buses will face the same problem 
Obviously, the faster moving traffic in the curb lane and the  ' 
increased distance from the curb to the median will increase 
the risk for pedestrians. 

Because it would take the front lawns of residences and 
brings trucks from the beltway closer to the houses, it will 
also increase noise levels.  This phenomenon was not studied in 
the environmental assessment. 

The appearance of the area win be severely damaged by 
removing the trees along Connecticut Avenue.  This will 
dimmish property values and cause a general deterioration of 
this residential community.  As indicated by the Planning 
Board s staff last May at the mandatory referral, the Master 
Plan for Kensington-Wheaton "is proposing a green corridor 
policy as a way of maintaining a better residential setting for 
homes adjoining major transportation corridors."  The Master 
Plan for Bethesda-Chevy Chase emphasizes similar concerns 
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would not hi n.L ""destructive construction, the new lane 

cars headed so^h ^"r mUCh-  Sbudies show that °nlr  15% o? the 
Bridge Road.     ^ Connecti^t Avenue turn right onto Jones 

ruuLLhlt.i°"|EL (N.e" CUrh lane 0n ConnPrMcut Avenue 
t Increases'-car^nH^"3^/311^ 0-Dposes this "P""" because 

^^rs-^eRL^^^^-^L^sro^th^^^^^dne^hf0^ 

by car      At TlTco'l"0"1**150 raake •»y h°m«  inaccessible 
wLld measure     ust^rfeet"  TITVS   not Sh0rt?ned  dri—r 
park a modest  sized car 1S  n0t eVen  lon9 eri0^h to 

virtuanrstnr'0' ,the BeUway-     Inskead'   the ca    ^u!d    ' virtually  stop   in order  to make   the  sharp  turn  into   th* 
shortened driveway.     This will  certainly cause serious 

< accidents.     Leaving  the  driveways,   the  drivers  would  flso  h* 
bUndl? ^mesVr'7-     ^ WOUld be  fo"cedStrbackaou?  ^ 

^ses(ini-^:r^dh-:evd^^s
v----rd^cbre 

Beltway headed east because'according to  till "pt on Til  cars 
in the lane would have to use the access ramp. Plt seems 

»Hm I ?" either the federal oc the state highway administration would support a proiect thahni»,-».! S- 
an access ramp to an interstate^ighSay    P ^ drlvewars on 

This option would bring the increased level of traffic on 
Connecticut Avenue closer to the houses.  Accordingly  the 
noise and vibration levels would increasp rtraml^il^ti    2,. 
noise levels here already exceed the ?P^I    •  CaUy-  The 

the environmental assessment does not eve^ cons^ ^tV' 
of this option on noise levels consider the effect 

Option F  (Driveway mitioatinn nroip.-M   M„  
this option even though it is not as bid^"oot?0n ? 

SUPp°rtS 

will use the project as an extra lane when traffic fi h
Drlvers 

Front yards with valuable trees and ^ubs wuPSe dLtro^d. 

Supp^^o^s ^ivir:tnmti^tno?tevy ?•»•«• v-»-r 
ramp to the Beltway. This can he don- h It^ the aCCess 

no relation to the'sui Id^lterna'tiv:"5 ^e'const^ti^10" "" 
Proposed for Jones Bridge Road will create better access for 

I 
it*        blindly. 
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the Chevy Chase Valley Community because traffic will not block 
Spring Valley Road anymore.  It will also improve the flow of 
traffic through the intersection.  This will make it possible 
to change the timing of the lights at the intersection.  The 
extra time can be used to allow left turns onto Jones Bridge 
Road, which will alleviate traffic on Connecticut Avenue 
(south) . 

5. Other Speakers. 

Other speakers will show you: (a) how pedestrians are 
endangered by the proposals; (b) how they are held captive in 
their own neighborhood by traffic flows; (c) how the options 
will increase noise in the homes; and (d) how the environmental 
assessment is inaccurate. 

6. Conclusion. 

In overview, the proposal casts the SHA in the role of an 
anti-Robin Hood.  The SHA would be taking from the "poor" to 
give to the "rich." The proposal takes traffic off of 
Kensington Parkway, with its relatively low use, and places the 
burden on the already overburdened homes along Connecticut 

"p        Avenue and in Chevy Chase Valley.  Every traffic problem along 
^       Kensington Parkway is already matched or exceeded along 
^        Connecticut Avenue.  The Build Alternative would take traffic 

from a road with a high level of service and put it on a road 
with a very low level of service.  Please keep that in mind 
when you listen to the testimony of the proponents of the Build 
Alternative.  Also, visit the neighborhoods.  Walk up and down 
Kensington Parkway and Connecticut Avenue at rush hour and try 
to imagine what it is like to live in the homes nearby. 

There has obviously been a lot of pressure on SHA to pursue 
this project.  The SHA has even avoided state law to try to 
push the project through.  Supposedly, all of this pressure 
comes from the Village of North Chevy Chase.  If that is true 
matters may soon get much worse.  The Hughes Medical Institute 
which has $5,000,000,000 in assets, now wants to build a 
conference center and offices at the intersection.  Clearly, 
they will not be able to comply with the Adequate Public 
Facilities Ordinance without changes to the intersection. 

However, their attorneys at Linowes & Blocker know how to 
put real pressure on the SHA and the county.  The SHA must' 
never forget that people live along Connecticut Avenue.  Chevy 
Chase Valley implores the SHA not to let the pressure force it 
into a decision that destroys existing neighborhoods. 

-6- 
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it  mlfc- SHA.wou1^ be abusing its authority and public trust if 
it makes major changes m Chevy Chase Valley without properly 
considering the impact all along Connecticut Avenue.  Its 

maies't^V0   ^ the '""^ con9estion and future land use 
ma^es the proposed project extremely premature. 

on„wf I h^d,the time' l  could critique every paragraph of the 
wrlnna^h^1 assessraent-  I ^11 try to submit an analysis in 
writing  but more importantly, I urge you to look at the 
document critically and honestly.  if you do. you will see 

lacking, it should not even be accepted and paid for.  It is no 

ofSpLp?e-sSPhonm:s9 milUOnS 0f d0llarS and -t^ing the ll^l 

23 years!der ^  ^^  °£   ^  bUrden 0£ tra"ic over the last 

r„n Ta^ a
t
broad view that considers traffic up and down 

Connecticut - not just on Kensington Parkway. 

nn hh^^fr What^!lse Can be done t0 ^Prove weaving problems 
on the Beltway.  The new fourth lane is certainly a start 

Think about whether the proposal really works and dop^n-h 
cause other backups through intersections. " t 

,tnnCnnSi<ier Where the SHA wil1 draH the li<">  " «hen it will stop paving over residential neighborhoods. 

Think about who the NIMBYs are - it is not the DPOOIO oh„ 

cSnnect
1r:a?VbSOrbe<1 "" bUrden 0f the t»"ic Jaal^S16 0 

Kens^ng^rpSy/"' ^ 0f the BeltWay trafEic e•» 

The SHA should recommend Options B and G only.  Onlv after 
a thorough study of all of Connecticut Avenue, future Und use 

the SHA'arba^^'^H6^6"-0' ?* BeltWay improvements should the SHA go back to the drawing board to find a way to alleviate 
traffic problems without simply shifting them onto the backs of 

5823R/8153 
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PETITION NUMBER 1 

Chevy Chase Village 
590.6 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy.Chase, Maryland 2Q815 
letter dated October 2, 1987 

Signed petition representing 
results of a canvas of 144 homes 
in North Chevy Chase; 132 homes 
supported Build Alternative to 
remove commuter tra'ffic from 
Kensington ParkwayJ 

NOTE: Original and full petition is available for review at SHA, 707 North Calvert 
Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDENTS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND i 

BEING OF MAJORITY AGE, HEREBY EXPRESS OUR APPROVAL OF THE 

PROPOSAL OF THE MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION TO RELOCATE 

THE NORTHEAST BOUND RAMP OF THE I-495/CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

INTERCHANGE OF THE BELTWAY FROM KENSINGTON PARKWAY TO CONNECTICUT 

AVENUE AND WE URGE THAT THIS PROPOSAL BE ADOPTED BY THE MARYLAND 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 

NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE i 

' 
<\ 

MW 

rr  —-^ ; . n . -^Tfp 

^ 
((cf^ir^ (Vvx-/ 

r (ofl- Oltio 
M btega MI 
ffl\ H^uteo {Dtb-6t>\\ 

%^Y'tt^^l pn Iji^T.^L^ fif^j Cftf- Cc^y 

t^'J-   Z-Kil 'K^,L^SPk* ur^ Llsfy 

ir^-Ht'i^ 
d-L-^v-b~^-A. L^<-£\ S^S K-^i^^^^cw P^-f.   US7-4-1 +'} 

)^clW $ IW) Ju^AuoJjfCL,     6 5-6-7^^ 

JIO^. pv^ ^i  [^U\i(x)ttrk^0^    Ip^L^lnh 

X^L 

V1VK> ^s 

$*hJ& nfekn&tf Zysty^tey CM-oltf, 

UihU^ftA^ 4r5i?  rf.-KfrC-trMtotflAt'*.  Ccrlr^^ 

V-50 



PETITION NUMBER 2 

Petition to Protect tlhe 
Connecticut Ave. Neighborhoods 

. (.Chefy Chase Valley Citizens 
Association) 
3909 Mbntrose Drive : 

-Onrsry Chase, Md. 208p 

Postmarked December 2, 
1987 ' 

ti/A 

Signed petition 
supporting No-Build 
Alternative (244 signatures) 

' CAzu ijLh2.?s.    -Sev-" 

^ V 

r 
> 

NOTS:. 

Original and full 
petition is available 
for review at SHA, 
707 North Calvert "" \ 
Street, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21202 

PETITION TO PROTECT THE CONNECTICUT AVENUE NEIGHBORHOODS 

WE THE UNDERSIGNED, WHOSE HOMES ARE LOCATED INSIDE THE CAPITAL 

BELTWAY, ON OR NEAR CONNECTICUT AVENUE, PROTEST THE STATE 

HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION PLAN TO REMOVE THE KENSINGTON PARKWAY 

BELTWAY RAMP TO CONNECTICUT AVENUE AND TO EXPAND CONNECTICUT 

AVENUE TO SEVEN (7) LANES IN THE AREA BETWEEN JONES BRIDGE ROAD 

AND THE BELTWAY.  WE BELIEVE THAT: 

1. The plan imposes undulg hazardous conditions on 
residential and pedestrian use of the section 
of Connecticut Avenue to be structurally modified. 

2. No justification exists for an "improved level of 
service" at the Jones Bridge - Connecticut inter- 
section, since an increased flow of traffic 
through this point will only serve to compound the 
problems which already exist along the avenue and 
at East-West Highway, in particular.  We predict 
that this will be used as a subsequent justification 
for widening Connecticut Avenue to points further 
south. 

3. The residential integrity of Connecticut Avenue will 
be jeopardized by the new opportunity for truck 
access to the eastbound beltway which will be created 
if this plan is implemented. 

I    SIGKATURF ADDRESS 

•dLovyiw^' 

^_jWvw    C 

^2 Dji yjL.   /y . -w^ 

_..i^ mL^ ^ 
.07/$ 
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December 2, 1987 

The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

RE:  STATE PROJECT ;M600-101-370 

Gentelinen: 

o 
m 

O -<T3 

-,•) O c_ 
— "orn 

3: Response to Citizen Letter iy. 
(Guity A. Dubroff) 

< 
I 

As a resident of Chevy Chase, Maryland and the owner of two 
homes in the area -- 3806 Thornapple Street and 7107 

tTTlTnTL^'l""^";    I Wiah t0 ^ist^  »y »'««« objection to all of the Build Alternatives under consideration. 

The area is already conjested and highly polluted, and 
certainly the implementation of any one of your proposed 
plans would push the air and noise pollution in Chevy Chase 
to unbearable limits. 

Sincerely, 

^ciw, ..£ 
Cuity A. 

CD:vyq 
co-area 

Dubroff 

Because of the inappropriateness of major interstate traffic 
on Kensington Parkway, SHA believes that the relocation of 
this ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue is the 
proper action. 

Potential air and noise impacts associated with the Build 
Alternative were discussed in the Environmental Assessment 
Please refer to Sections III.B.4.d. and e. of this FONSI for 
a summary of these impacts. These impacts are not expacted to 
be significant. 

^> 



Response to Citizen Letter #2; 
(Honorable Onnan W. Ketcham 

The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

December 1, I987 

Res  State Project # M600-101-370 

Dear Sirs: 

< 
I 

The proposed relocation of the East Bound Beltway Ramp 
to Connecticut Avenue from Kensington Parkway has me 
greatly alarmed when considering the certain ensuing re- 
percussions. 

It must be reconsidered and realized that this action will 
endanger our neighborhoods and any local activities which 
we attempt to conduct.  This is not undeveloped land in the 

- suburbs, this is densely populated property just 3 miles from 
the Washington, D.C. border. We already suffer the traffic 
load from commuters and more-than our share of trucks.  The 
noise pollution on Connecticut Avenue already exceeds Federal' 
Standards, and any increase in traffic will only compound 
our environmental concerns. 

I adamantly oppose the above referenced project proposal 
and would like to suggest a referendum on this proposal. 

Our safety and cleanliness is at stake. Please reconsider 

/Sincerely, •'      _/ .saltJ      /?.^</t ,    . .       rf /Sincerely, 

NAME 
-A« 

ADDRESS ' /T?   ,y) ~Zn~Z  „ ^ 
C&iy, CZtviS; TtyJ., ^f'^ 

The State Highway Administration will take every reasonable 
measure to protect the residential integrity along northbound 
Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequences due to increased 
traffic volumes. On the basis of noise impacts presented in 
the Environmental Assessment, the Build Alternative is not 
projected to result in significantly increased noise levels 
in comparison to the No-Build. Please refer to Section 
III.B.4.e. of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts. 



The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

DecemberA,  I987 

Re:  State Pro.jsct # M600-101-370 

Response to Citizen Letter #3: 
(James Lausaurer) 

Dear Sirsi 

< 
I 

The proposed relocation of the East Bound Beltway Ramp 
to Connecticut Avenue from Kensington Parkway has me 
greatly alarmed when considering the certain ensuing re- 
percussions. 

It must be reconsidered and realized that this action will 
endanger our neighborhoods and any local activities which 
we attempt to conduct.  This is not undeveloped land in the 
suburbs, this is densely populated property just 3 miles from 
the Washington, D.C. border. We already suffer the traffic 
load from commuters and more than our share of trucks.  The 
noise pollution on Connecticut Avenue already exceeds Federal 
Standards, and any increase in traffic will only compound 
our environmental concerns. 

I adamantly oppose the above referenced project proposal 
and would like to suggest a referendum on this proposal. 

Our safety and cleanliness is at stake, 
this motion. 

Sincerely, 

Please reconsider 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

Q. -v o -. 

.^.u.'t.iS- Oyy//"', :M/ 
NAME 

'CO  £ ,,4-i.X Jf.     C/,.,,, Chu   (,llZ'fc 
ADDRESS / 

?/U wAi, O.L'H'::VA   
<~i'J:i~i  f^.'."vJ   c&x C.kcJ " cLu ZMI.  -"••A AJcy C.;v-i~- 

k   ru.^   Atf-M.clv   a:   I   •af.-K.i   h-.^ot-rn   hv,~n.    / J_.«L awufCsisccu &<. a/^f-r 

l^'-l 1/'.." k 11   '•<•!•' '-    d-i.- ""'• '• ,-t- 

-/« ±, ^A:± f±_irj:-y fa* 
"JL      lll''.llJ -4—r 

.Zlti.:U::.in~   f:.-_    /{.:-i.M.t£'L| 
c 

i-t^.-l 
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STATE  HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR COMMENTS 

Contract  No.   M  600-101-370 
Interstate Route   495/Connecticut Avenue   (MD Route  185) 

Interchange  Reconstruction 
PDMS  No.   151114 

Location/Design Public Hearing gr 
Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. ^    0 

S^5» 
'V 

:rT7 - 

NAME 

PLEASE 
PR 

;NT
SE   ADDRESS     S-?c/      )CrtJG\tiC7oti      iP^voy. 

CITY/TOWN    Cdej^      CH-     RTATF        Mb 7ip conF*^ egvr 
l/JfiWwish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

 ^-JaLi)   Cfie^Tvr   Lana-FtZ- ^QP^ n-g,   1/m^rf? AT i > t/ 

<5(v (n.--     Pt. f«c- e-     AS     ar     Pg-figX-J T, 
Cm .^ ^^')     IAJCU LB   ;r    PQe<Lui.t> e*   OPTIQIV'   P) 

CommfiJ T . cffj.'l'iSMTS Q i-      CH.^N'ug      c L/^ I 1^     C^K/-   fti/^: 

IS        fie^ i be NiT) ft L       '»' IT      IS     Clg/ilRiy 

»     ,-vi.^trf      AG-TEfri       RurViiifJC     THROUGH   D-C. 

4 1,1?     F4R      iNTo     .\\oN~ •   Co-      uML|[^£      f.uE    ftg^F 

I     I  Plsase  add my/our name(s) to  the Mailing List.* 

I—I Please  delete my/our namels) from  the Mailing List. 

•Persons  who have received  a  copy  ol  this  brochure  through  the mail  are  already 
on  the project  Mailing  List. 

Response to Citizen Letter  #4: 
(Ms.   Lorna Griffin) 

Option B would create additional gaps along southbound 
Connecticut Avenue by virtue of the fact that both the 
northbound left turn and southbound right turn from the 
eastbound Beltway exit ramp would be signalized. During the 
yellow phase between this movement and the southbound 
Connecticut  Avenue  movement,   traffic  gaps  would  be "created. 

Options A and C have been deleted from further consideration. 



STATE  HIGHWAY  ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR  COMMENTS 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route 185) 

Interchange Reconstruction 
PDMS No. 151114 

Location/Design Public Hearing 
Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. 

-.rr. za 
:(— o 
• -cm 

Response to Citizen Letter #5: 
(Mrs. George E. Geesey) 

NAME Mrs.   George  E.   Geesey DATF   11/20/87 

PLEASE 
PRINT AODRFSS      3612 Faircastle Drive 

CITY/TOWN    Chevy Chase        STATF MD -ZIP conp   20815 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

1.     As   owners   of  property  abutting  the  current  Kensi meton   Parkway 
ramp,  we  are,   of course,   pleased at  the  Build Option.     But  it 

it  is  because  it will remove  the heavy traffic  from Kensin^r sington 

Parkway rather than because the ramp is an annoyance. Entering 

or leaving home via Husted Driveway is dangerous ai- hpst-, anH 

frequently time-consuming, too.  I realize that the residents 

west of Connecticut Avenue have these samp f-oid-T-st-;,^,, _   frut 

the no-build option will not improve their situation, as it will 

2.  If a car-alerted signal were placed at the inrprsonf i on n f 

necessity for a light 

Spring Valley Road and Connecticut Avenue, it would at least 

give those fifty households access to Jones Bridge Road anH 

therefore, Connecticut.  If (or when) the 

•o 
to 

southbound on Kensington Parkway  is  gone,   perhaps  the above 

could be   implemented.  

c 
- o 
1 

3.  Above all, regardless of what is decided. T helipyp it-   ic 

 important to remember that people live in the area: PPrt-ainTy T.rp   5 

are entitled to access and egress from our homes.  Preseni- 

morning rush traffic frequently rlpnips ns t-ha 

u 
-a 

hat, hnt-h on Kpnginotnn 
I  I Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

I  I Please delete my/our namelsl from the Mailing List. 

•Persons who have received a copy of this brochure through the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 

The selected Build Alternative includes a number of actions 
which are anticipated to reduce impacts associated with the 
relocation of the ramp to Connecticut Avenue. 

As a part of the selected Build Alternative, SHA will request 
that Montgomery County consider installing a traffic signal 
at the intersection of Spring Valley Road and Jones Bridge 
Road. This traffic signal would be coordinated with the signal 
at Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road and would be 
installed in order to facilitate movements out of the Chevy 
Chase Valley Community. 
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STATE  HIGHWAY  ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 -"    ^ 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route 185) Is- Sr"^ 

-.or 
.S-a 

Interchange Reconstruction 
PDMS No.   151114 

Location/Design Public Hearing 
Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. 

'*3 
'-•» 

NAME nR BEBNHARO WTTKOP 

PLEASE 
PRINT 

3507 MONTBUbh UHIUEV«H) 
CHEVY CHASE, MD 20815 

•£5 

ADDRESS. 

Response to Citizen Letter #6: 
(Dr. Bernhard Kitkop) 

I 

-J 

CITY/TOWN. .STATE. .ZIP CODE. 

l/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

*£ ¥£z   &A&?-}<GYZ  FbK •irfrC,-?    /TlZ. 

'.Ir-iCa. . 

IriE     Cyji--'     'Rr^niSr%;^Ti •^ C L'—T 

• V "5 < P-—^ > 

Cf-J i "f} !_'r*        ^— \^ ^ /v — w"/ / i/L-'T" 

sV-V/r- 
/ '-rri .\- 

/'<.    ,-A-   'A^pfrAML/   fryjl)    LCC&L ^r^Zl 

A;EY. I S:TS,C ̂ E2   ftp. 

rTl^J 

tilOM   TZr-Z.    £.0 VBri-P.6   if AS 
'sV(y57ji';~ss/z.vd£b   o.<$. 

I     I  Pleas©  add my/our namets) to  the Mailing  List.* ^y.,^.^ V^,^ 
1     I Please  delete my/our namels) from  the Mailing  List. 

•Persons  who have received  a  copy  of  this  brochure  through  the mail  are  already' 
on   the  project  Mailing  List. 

The selected Build Alternative will remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway and addresses the issues 
raised by Dr.  Witkop. - 



PLEASE 
PRINT 

STATE  HIGHWAY  ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR COMMENTS 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route 185) 

Interchange Reconstruction __ 
PDMS No. 151114 S    O 

Location/Design Public Hearing r^j   5-n 
Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. ^    2^3 

NAME Orville V). Zastrow 

ADDRESS. 
3711  Kenilworth Dr. 

CITY/TOWN    Chevy Chase ttTATF   Karyiana .ZIP  CODE_i£51L 

Response to Citizen Letter  07; 
(Mr.   Orville W.   Zastrow) 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

< 
I 

00 

£ am a long tine (}b year)  resiaent of North !'.hevy Cnasr: ana a past Chairrnan of the 
Vnrth r.hpw "ha=p rit.^iprs Cnr.-A t.t.cc.  T v»<! at. ynnr >-c=rir^ on Mnverher Tft hut did  nnt 
ma.kA'a  statement at that tijne. 

I appreciated the corxetent presentation of the issues and the way the meeting was 

handed, lo seems to ir.e that the issues were scdressed to a greater degree than many 

I wish to go on record as follcws: 
Tl    riease use tne 'ouiic" axternative, aiong witn oj 

a'llow egress anc- better cus serTice for our co:'Xunitv. 
ition A xi at axx cossio±e to 

2-  I'^e Option F, if tr.at canbe done in a -way to truly help rfcsiaents on the east 
sice oi Connecticut .^venue.  or, aiternatsiy, COUJ.C tcese resicents be proviced with 
arr-'gg   tn   trprr   roiT*   r n   -"pni'vprfh   ^'^^'VPV.'MV   nr*   f.'rp  rhfrr.'n   ^ar-.-'r-^   Int.?  

3.     Please expedite olans  ana construction.    E-on't allow this to  oe studied to death. 
reooie neeo to recct^ni-e  tnat  tr.ere are no neat answers to these situations.     All we can 
rin is  Rsrf-fully wei?:)  the al t.prnat i v^s.   sp'pct, the i:est   (or Tpast  nhiect.ionalhTp},   anri 
go ahead. 

U. Co now so.T.e of the things that can help the people in the Chevy Chase Valley 
coroiumty. .vny ao tney not aj.reauy Uk'Jti bLruuL i.^u ^II-B^ J" IULCI-SBULIUIISI aiA do not 
block intersection"  signs to help then get onto Jones  Bridge Eoad?  

5.    I oppose Cpticns C,  D,  and 0.    It is wroru: to penalize residents further,  sinply 

to increase  traffic  flow along thoroughfares.        It merely shifts  the problems  to 
hntt1rnprV<i   f 1 gp-il-p-r-o .       ill nnr   ronr.prH put   avcnnp,   -nro   t-aCftp   fl nw   hprp  vi P    hri p;  
pressure for ir.ore 3treet widening,  dehumanizin.- of residential communities and rezcning 

which will again increase  traffic vol'L-e. 

Our dailv computer traffic has become a monster. It will s turate and overwhelm 
„„„  r.„.;T it-".. •„, --n J-'P-T-J    as - lone as  ceonle   :eeo moving  farther fron places of work 
and then insist on driving to work, one person rer car. 

Cgl  Please aj*4-.»»Kwr namo(G) lo  lH»-Mama»^t?t7*    ch«"? ^f^'j%'%! I."?'?Tf'' 

I I Please delete my/our namets) Irom the Mailing List. 

• Persons who have received a copy ol this brochure through the mail are already 
on the project Mailing List. 

The selected Build Alternative will remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway. Bus service will remain as 
it currently exists, using southbound Kensington Parkway at 
Connecticut Avenue. Option F has been dropped from further 
consideration. 

This project is currently not funded for design nor construc- 
tion. 

During final design, SHA will request that Montgomery County 
consider a traffic signal at Spring Valley Road/Jones Bridge 
Road. 

Options C, D, and G have been dropped from further 
consideration. 

tr 
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STATE  HIGHWAY  ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR COMMENTS r~-J 

m 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 — v^m 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route 185) S  SS" 

Interchange Reconstruction ^»      "" 
PDMS No. 151114 =^ 

Location/Design Public Hearing 3 
Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. 

o: 
— .1" 

-4 

NAME Kllla^A      U ,   L() t&u^ 
-DATE. // 

PLEASE 
PRINT ADDRESS    T^^5   hj-tsytu^u-brrt     fjJZuKJ 

1/ 'j/v? 

CITY/TOWNJ £kvy_^k a^J?    STATF AIZ^ -ZIP  CODE. •SLOS/S 

l/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

-^ -^^-£. ^1 A^ta^tW^    PJUi^u    C -Jen,  ^u^j^ 

_    ifV")    CuA? qAllCtri^nn    Ssisn* -JLAAAC^^I 

(j?    )    ^t^V>t c7^Lo e^^-<Ul^^t-e>     /Tljxnvx   P_#Lto! 
(_~?*y    tX,  cl'urL<^jiJ)   £^rnis7Ut+snJJZf~ 

f <&&)*.   MzJl<o -u^   ^^, zt£„ p^m>^K 

Response to Citizen Letter  08: 
(Mr.   Richard  L.   Wilson) 

The selected Build Alternative will remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway and accomplishes the majority 
of the  issues  identified in Mr.  Wilson's comment. 

I     I Pleass  add my/our name(s) to  the Mailing List.* 

CD Please delete my/our name(s) from  the Mailing  List. 

•Persons  who have received  a  copy  ol  this  brochure  through  the mail are  alreadv 
on the project Mailing  List. 

£ 
?=" 
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November 17, 1987 

Neil Pederson, Director 
Office o-f Plannins 
State Highway Administration 
P.O.Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Mr.  Pederson: 

2        t"^ 

 *-% *—• 

Response to Citizen Letter  #9: 
(Ms.   Nancy Suniewick) 

I am writing to urge the State Highway Administration to support 
the efforts of residents in North Chevy Chase, Maryland, to have the 
Beltway exit ramp moved from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue. 

The selected Build Alternative will remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

< 
I 

O 

We  live  in Rock  Creek  Hills,   just up  Kensington Parkway from  the 
exit.      I   almost  never   let  my  children   travel   by  foot  or by bike down 
Kensington Parkway  to  North Chevy Chase,   where we are members of  the 
community  swimming pool,   because of  the e>:it  ramp.     From what   I have 
seen,   there  are drivers out  there  racing  to  the ramp dawn Kensington 
Parkway who would  rather run  over  any obstacle  in  their path  than 
slow dovtn  to  let  a pedestrian cross  the ramp or Kensington Parkway to 
Husted.     When  I  do  let  them go to  the pool  via Kensington Parkway, 
they must  go  together  because  I  believe  there  is some margin of 
safety  in  numbers.     I   always wonder  if  my  theory  is  right until  the 
children get home safely. 

There   is a bike path  to North Chevy Chase  that  runs parallel   to 
Stoneybrook,   but  taking  that  route adds about  a mile  the  trip  to 
North Chevy Chase.     People  taking   that  route still  have  to cross 
Stoneybrook  at  Brierly,   which can be  a breath-taking experience 
itself   in  avoiding  disaster. 

Removal of interstate traffic from Kensington Parkway should 
improve the safety of bicyclists along Kensington Parkway. 
During final design, consideration will be given to the 
construction of a sidewalk along the east side of Connecticut 
Avenue. 

Thank  you. 

RECEIVED 
MV  £9 1937 

^90(0 

'".we s p,.tii:,ii::A.»/ m.\m% 

Sincerely, 

kj-y^My c/^J-i^Ayv^-- 

Nancy Suniewick 
9&16 Hawick Lane 
Kensington, MD 20895 
949-0441 

V 
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STATE  HIGHWAY  ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR  COMMENTS 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 __  _ 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route 185)  rO e^'Stn 

Interchange Reconstruction — -^Jj-O 

NAME 

POMS No. 151114 
Location/Design Public Hearing 

Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. 

MAX il. Mtemc ^ ?£. 
17/4 KCSJIUAJCRTM   DAHJY 

o 
-4 

•x. 

-DATE. "'U6/S7 
PLEASE     .„ 
PRINT ADDRESS 

CITY/TOWN 6l6t>y   QAifr       STATP MtfyUfA//)   7,D conr ^A'/iT 

l/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of thisproject: 

jfT^/U C   '•   /r   r^UC:<^   AZi  & Uic  UrT TulW   Fof?  63 4<?!£\   TMff/C W&iMA/.Mv 

•JO CCAIV /U'j M.LL di CorJMtXie.i Axtif;?^ iiOXHi CtfAvct? rftasf ffefcabe. 
Mn fn TMS re C,J.(J Az Ro^p /i.-jp IH^TUM ru Ed ,W,w To Z&?£ 

Op: 'PP'H /I fi^ip'z n     piz$':•*     Pf:'- '/• ">••-    £    •*> '<   .13';' ' ' i.  ".'/^ 
/!•• 

dd$ $frp   dur PriYsir/Jui PAC'/ZAJT WAIL CHiLnRzuCJ? Pare, A&M 

I I  Please  add my/our namels) to  the Mailing  List.* 

CZI Please  delate my/our namels) from  the Mailing  List. 

•Persons  who have received  a  copy  of  this  brochure  through  the mail are  already 
on  the project  Mailing List. 

Response to Citizen  Letter  ilO: 
(Mr.   Max H.   Morris) 

1.       Option C has been dropped from further consideration. 

2. Option A has been dropped from further consideration, 
southbound Kensington Parkway will remain as it exists today 
at its  intersection with Connecticut Avenue. 

^ 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR COMMENTS 

en 
Contract No. M 600-101-370 r-J 0^53 

Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route 185)     ^r-O 
Interchange Reconstruction ^ 7n0rt^ 

PDMS No. 151114 
Location/Design Public Hearing 

Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. 

NAME /#?;{€. 7*-- /^K-r- 

PLEASE 
PRINT ADDRESS. ?/o/  /e^^.'n'?^   IrL-rlCu; 

-DATE. ///zj/S7 

-•3-H 

yN L'kt^i Ck kl^3- .STATE. ALD .ZIP r.nnF c3gg'g" CITY/TOWh 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

J3i afta- _L    /''»*-' e-u. 

M 
^c.<;^^g^/^L^/. 

^QoL   'H   ^^«o   tca^.   /9^J»(    ^j^   Huuf-M*   SH-rr  
NgA^l/-     V^gX,     -hPuxo.     ^Q»   ' J-fuu?     'J'&Ll.     M$K* 

is  A ' -*-  T^t*   •        r   ; y-— •  w zrr,-. — • 1   •   •        . •• — . 

<    .iO 

5HA   C^JJ   LuS*-  a   V^r  t&-j*-t&ir. 

CH^PIease a'dd my/our nama(s) to  the Mailing  List.* Aff^f"' 

I—| pieasa delete my/our namels) from  the Mailing  List. 

• Persons who have received  a copy  ol  this  brochure  through  the mail are  already 
on  the project  Mailing  List. 

Response to Citizen Letter #11: 
(Ms.  Anne F.   Kiger) 

1. The Selected Build Alternative will remove all Interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

The State Highway Administration will take every reasonable 
measure to protect the residential integrity along northbound 
Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequences due to increased 
traffic volumes. Prohibition of trucks from the new ramp, 
however, would be a violation of state law which permits 
trucks on all state routes (Connecticut Avenue is Maryland 
Route 185). 

^ 
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HOPE EASTMAN 
SEVENTH FLOOR 

1800 HAMPOEN LANE 
SETHESOA. MARYLAND zoai* 

€ 

November 17, 19-87 Response to Citizen Letter #12: 
(Ms. Hope Eastman) 

< 
I 

CO 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary 

Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 

Re: Interstate Route 495/Maryland Route 185 
Interchange Reconstruction 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

This letter is for inclusion in the hearing record on the 
above-captioned matter and is in support of the relocation of 
the Beltway ramp from the Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. 
Kensington Parkway is the natural route from Rock Creek Hills, 

^h^i"6 *IV-1Z'   tu^rth CheVy Chase-  0ur ^ildren share common schools with the children in North Chevy Chase.  However, we are 
extremely reluctant to allow our children to ride their bicycles 
on Kensington Parkway because of the need to cross the line of 
traffic entering the Beltway. 

Sincerely, •^ / 

1. The Selected Build Alternative will remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

<^>)nte^— 

Hope Eastman 
'3526 Raymoor Road 
Kensington, MD 20895 
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Response to Citizen Letter #13: 
(Mrs. Frances Miller) 

1.  The Selected Build Alternative will remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

J> 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 4v 

0 . , Contract No. M 600-101-370 u 
.Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route-VIBS)   '-       .-.y; 

Interchange Reconstruction 'tyi* %.'•• ••       " Ao  ^C ange Reconstruction 
PDMS No. 151114 

Location/Design Public Hearing 
Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p i 

DATE   '3./I/ST 
NAME    .   lOWflvl.     £,      F.slnpi-  

PRINT      ADDRESS  •3;:;/.')7    Iny'ern^s .f>r  

CITV/TOWNCii;iAJ    Chr.Z? .       STATC   /^3? 

I^wlsh to comment or inqulro about the following aspects of this project: 

•'•^s 

-ZIP conF^rlH'/S 

iC.'n     x r;Cf.i( AXO 

CVi> . _^^A; ^' Ji>;' ••. -H-" 

•7/i ,- 
L'/^..^> 

t-o;   /vr.w    „ , _        ^"/^;'-   /"•-^    J^i.'-fi^nj   fiJ.     Vrn 

/^- •••l • ..-->'. p 

c    . •     J 

Pku:. 
-mt-rtn.- 4i.. _H 

.''.t-  +• 
t\V^ 

,1 . v/ ' 

/. • tii ( -i.^d    > 

c-yc+i' XI .-t-L. 

-hi; 

J . 
f>~t    A-iMio^d    ft 

v.V;   d    fr,-uL 
'VL'^> ,•; 

(y^ — r,, J^ 
hi.•/<.•'/ -ir-y   -Jy  GsdLuT.->ir> ...- 

/' •-!>'C''J -i •f-'U-^'i .1,1    J'-t-m    J,-,,, 
<j    T 

Jv-iij 

r . .   - ^- -        .       /I    . - - 7 r f~-nr\( rf At,',! ^n^.^'ijltf 

^-•^  ^g- 
-^!<M.^v-t'&T  .f, // i.\. 

K t,Ht. li>lnni 

5^ Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* 

• PI ease delete my/our namels) from the Mailing List. 

^nT'pro^crMailinVus,' ' ^ °"^ "'"Chute through the mail are already 

Response to Citizen Letter *14: 
(Ms. Martha E. Fisher) 

The Selected Build Alternative will remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway. Because of similar concerns 
regarding cut-through traffic expressed by representatives of 
the Chevy Chase Valley Citizens Association, SHA, in conjunc- 
tion with Montgomery County, will restrict cut-through traffic 
in this community which is destined for new Ramp N-E. 

% 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR COMMENTS 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 >^ 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route 1E§5 

Interchange Reconstruction ^ 
PDMS No. 151114 —' 

Location/Design Public Hearing 
Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. 

•x- 

Response to Citizen Letter #15: 
(Mr. Peter L. Murray) 
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0\ 

NAME V^-jtcv  L. w Moss< 
'^f- HATP    /2-Z.-y7 

PmNATSE    AnnRFss        ^^^  JtitM-JuJoiH^     n^je 
*~-(<J. 

CITY/TOWN Cjccov ^UgA*- STATE ^ .ZIP  CODF  Z-GX'J 

I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

y^t^-J    VZAJAD 

,4&S&\ ^^t^ 

The Selected Build Alternative will remove interstate destined 
traffic from Kensington Parkway. 

\S nE!xD 

1"> 

1 1 

c- 
C 

o 
0 

» 
CD 

5 
P 

c 
IB 

2 to the Mailing List.* 

D 

f» 
i) (rom  the Mailing  List. 

i^l 

on  the project  Mailing  List. 
.- a  copy  of  this  brochure thi 

-6 
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WAYNE ELLIOT DORMAN 
3805 MONTROSE DRIVEWAY 

CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 

20815-4701 

December 2, 1987 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning & Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration Sj 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Re: Ramp Relocation at Connecticut Avenue and 1-495 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

one ohl-rMv'T^ ^u T^ All:erna':lve whi<* D^" the number 
one objective of the whole area of Chevy Chase. We object to 
Option G at this time, because the fate of the property south of 
Jones Bridge Road has not been decided. * 

staff of ^ In^l 0Pti°n3  f0Uld be deClded ^ the Professional staff of the SHA for the safety and convenience of everyone - 
residents, commuters, etc. The public transportation problem 
has been exaggerated, in our opinion, because bus service is 
available on Jones Bridge Road and Connecticut Avenue. We do 

necesflty.    C0Mtru"i» °f the  Green Road is an absolute 

Chase sch^iaCtunded ^ hearin8 on November 16th at North Chew 
the SHI r^n t "?" Very ^""^ •"»« ^e presentations b/ 
the SHA representatives and the thoroughness of the study. 

O 
rn 

-ir-o- 

03:0 

Response to Citizen Letter #16: 
(Mr. Wayne Elliot Dorman) 

RECEIVED 
D£C   ?   1231 

SHA has selected the Build Alternative for this project. 
Option G has been dropped from further consideration. 

With the exception of Option B, which will receive further 
consideration during the final design process (ramp from 
eastbound Beltway to southbound Connecticut Avenue) , all other 
options have been dropped from further consideration. Because 
Kensington Parkway traffic movements will not be altered at 
the Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway 
intersection, changes in bus routes will not be necessary. 

•£- 
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Response to Citizen Letter #17: 
(Sanjeev Malhotra) 

< 
I 

00 

"tAJ-^ 

in'^J^ .J- .  ~r 
6' 

i    J 

'^-2-  •-0-r-y\ 

Ls^.  Mv- Ua.wi^ HM-U^S a^^-T 

. Q>   L-e^-^a^,^ Vv-sryv. . >^^iz.-"fcj-\«-»£e.. w^r<~_ "t^s-a.-^'.^ ^-l-V^. I 

/^ 

Mr. Malhotra's request for information (received November 16, 
1987) was forwarded to Mr. Malhotra in December, 1987. Items 
1 and 2 as noted below were included in this transmittal. 
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XO 

*! '  1 /-  l   '   ' 
"3^  K-£>V^;M=.-

!XM ^-/AWiy. f^ Co-u.^ 

*t 
-.•  ^"^ e~C£2n~<'p 'Js tt.« 

•V -;u;.^ £, L^tu fl/^^j C *^L & cv^v-^-fc 
^•-u -uA n!"~^iv -L:. 

Citizen Letter #17 continued 

Option C accommodates the northbound Connecticut Avenue to 
eastbound Beltway movement with a left-turn onto an existing 
loop ramp at Connecticut Avenue. Traffic operation? as- 
sociated with this configuration are not acceptable. 

3.   option G has been deleted from further consideration. 

X-V-U ..(WtW wa-^fc..^ .fc>-cVvi-Py J-f. -tU^.. V/<S (jl'l^C^, 
•HJJ^\^>   _..slLe'.J%>. ovx r.;|.u.ve .. 5    LuLue ..ktevi cbbu^eA   usi ~f 
•bUa.   \>-/CC°AX-,<LS   Jjuc-nbej. . b~   Hits .HCM (jiiqU-Jvf. C*±*M\yM>*w& 

"ly-^Xu 
ffopK^.       Tp/ ovv SJ^V-^M,   -vei'y- 

SJ'MJH^?^ 
•<~*. 

••'. Ziz xzrW&T-^- ry.p- i-d^s 

4. The volume to capacity ratios shown in Figure 8 of the Public 
Hearing handout (as well as in the Environmental Assessment 
and this FONSI), have been developed using the procedures 
described in the 1985 Highway Capacity Manual. 

3= 
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WILLIAM R. TOOKER 

8i0l CONNECTICUT AVE. S 310 

CHEVY CHASE, MO 20315 

( SUBJECT   , IF, i     T~ ~ 

MESSAGE-i PiA/Tgs/*-_////£ r^Aiui of- -pnt /j&o^*.   ?,zazs^r. T&ii  cn^F'i.cA.-nc^ 

/JPuurJ'U   o1' OSO Tu iso TKi.-cf-s  h'a-P-   ypy To 0^ /<iA;u£>y /t*t}vta& •Tr:./!uzu£}> 

.4& 

Response to Citizen Letter «18: 
(Mr. William R. Tooker) 

1. The Selected Build Alternative would remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway. Construction of the new ramp 
and other modifications at the Connecticut Avenue/Beltway 
interchange would be accomplished within SHA right-of-way. 
No widening is proposed along Connecticut Avenue, and all 
improvements will be made within existing curb lines to the 
maximum extent possible. With the exception of Option B, 
which will receive further consideration during the design 
process, all other options have been dropped from further 
consideration. Air and noise impacts associated with the 
Build Alternative were evaluated in the Environmental 
Assessment and have been determined to not be significant. 
Please refer to Sections III.B.4.d and e. of this FONSI for 
a summary of these impacts. 

sO^ 
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**Y 17,   i9|;  Md-   20815 

Baltiaore(  Maryland ^^^^^ 
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efffctfl0P more P«brems
Pth^rrtion to take at th'^63"0" 

^v. Bethod of hlnliLI^ l^-,  I- it^fo^•     Wil1 

   tT'i-rrq 

inpac:wii1 - - ---—-jn^ ^-d wh:r 
-*• ot^^LP^-ngers froin __... .   ^^ 0n the P-ject, 

what 

<**W„tlv PaSS "^ haVe on the" 

u^i^^rB^-^ —tiCUt Ave bu 

*"  this  traf*<_     *'     c "hich timo  «««     '•lns  co move,   mo<:i-i,, 4. 
-ess wi^r^^-^ ^""-"cu0"^" ^f to thTST^f 

/* T' 

Maiytand Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretarv 

Hal Kassotf 
Administrator 

June  15,   1989 

Mr. Frederick W. Lawrence 
8806 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 

Dear Mr. Lawrence: 

,   Than,k you for your ^cent '"ter concerning the State Highway Administra- 
tion s decision to relocate the ramp onto the Capital Beltway from Kensington 
Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. 

,,„f„,!he dec,ifion was a difficult one and came only after weighing all factors and 
carefully considering each of the comments we received.  It is our feeling that we 
have selected the proper course of action to serve both area residents and the 
driving public. 

»   ,n 
0~ ? the maln PurPoses of this project is to take interstate bound "through" 

rf5     ""Kensington Parkway, a local road.  We do not believe that changes to the 
timing of the traffic signal at Jones Bridge Road and Connecticut Avenue would be 
appropriate because traffic that wishes to access the Interstate will continue to wait 
to go. and if insufficient time is given for the movement, it will only further back- 
up Connecticut Avenue. 

We will be addressing yolir concerns about pedestrian traffic in the design 
phase of this project.  At that time, we will look at ways to address pedestrians 
rh»S!il? C,0.nne«'cut Avenue, including the feasibility of constructing a sidewalk on 
the east side of Connecticut Avenue. 

f„„i ,KWf..hi.aVf ta^en int0 consideration the new development in the area.   We do not 
feel that the development, including the projects you mentioned, will change the 
relative merits of moving the ramp vis-a-vis the alternative of not moving the 
ramp. 0 

At this time, only the planning phase has been funded.   When money does 
oecome available for engineering and construction, we will proceed with the project. 

Thank you for your participation in the decision making process, 
appreciate your interest and input. 

Very truly yours, 

^YUii 5   foAMJ** 
Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

We 

N'JP/ih 
cc: Mr Michael Snyder 

-•Mr. Louis H. Ege. Jr. 
Mr. Ernest Ambush 

(w/incoming) 
(w/incoming) 
(w/lncoming) 

My tslaphon* number is anil 333-1110 

a.,.,,,, •,..„„ u_    Tlrtypewrligf lor Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore MMro - 585-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5082 Statewide Toll Free 
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Less costly solutions to the problem 

The problems of traffic on Kensington Parkway between Jones 
Bridge Road and the Beltway are real, and should be addressed as 
soon as possible.  Before undertaking costly construction, some 
simple traffic control steps should be taken.  First, to control 
the amount of traffic entering Kensington Parkway,-the green 
arrow allowing northbound Connecticut Ave. traffic to enter 
Kensington Parkway before it is allowed to go north on 
Connecticut Ave. should be removed.  This would reduce the flow 
of traffic into Kensington Parkway.  Secondly, a traffic light 
should be installed to allow the residents of North Chevy chase 
access to Kensington Parkway. This light would also help control 
the speed of traffic on the Parkway. 

No expenditure of funds or actual construction on this 
project should be undertaken until all of the problems connected 
with the project are given consideration and factored into the 
plans, and certainly, no massive project should be undertaken 
until it is determined if the problem can be alleviated with less 
costly and disruptive steps. 

< 
I 

Frederick W. Lawrence 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 
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Contract No. M 600-101-370 c=»   eJ 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route 185) c5    p1 .^ 

Interchange Reconstruction ^^ CS^^a 
PDMS No. 151114 ^.V^f 

Location/Design Public Hearing 
Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. 

cO    -T % rn 

NAME    ~!)A>--fltVtt40fi/(4   P.  fi/AloLj .DATE. 12-l& 

PLEASE 
PRINT ADDRESS. ^^3   (LOKMErc/iVOQ /?^e/^/e 

CITY/TOWN  G^eX^   ChftS-g- STATF/^/7 ZIP   CODE-S^M^fA" 

I/We wish to comment or inquire  about the following aspects of this project: 

cv? U>-<Ujj£JL- JLLAJ^   t) VH&JUL. AlsiU^juL. jt^tryrL^its^U^ tsvUUA^xj^ty £Za ^Um^ru.JL 

'H^fH CLIUA ptaXL l&a&Jlb^^ /^ '• jL^^uto Jrjiy VO fiuil& hLTe-ZAftP'/i'e. 

AlM^L   ifCiTr.^ef^l   •CA«)(K*~<jaM> 

FvJL. Jj^JU^tJL ITUAJti. fa./ ^\}.ynuiAJuiutl^JLi/,Jj^n &Jt&a^LuiLfwxj£Z2aJ-tt, .3f-tAJjCLst 

i u^m (MAA AsliJAM, fcrwi. rtiM^a-TiAMJ trv\ terxM QMJL.tU,M^4d T£n (L**, UXM. 

—-   r*j "3- .tfluti^ 

iOYjujf, ir*  QjrusvL .(Let. O^UCIJAASVL (sicZi MU^M^A^W^J^U UJ (LcttfU, l£unt/>&,(J:sii*>. &>**• 

J Plia's^ add my/our namels) to the ^^^^•*^ju^^lr^J^J^t^/.U^M^<C CD 

CD Please  delete my/our namels) from  the Mailing ^^^ljitr^^.flj?/^w^l^(M<, 

•Persons  who have received  a  copy  of  Ihis  brochure  through  the mail  are already 
on  the project  Mailing  List. 

Response to Citizen Letter #20: 
(Dr. Anthony F. Natoli) 

1. In addition to supporting the No-Build Alternative for all of 
the reasons mentioned at the Public Hearing, Dr. Natoli cites 
psychological effects which, in his opinion, support the No- 
Build. The example he cites, Beltway traffic congestion 
causing back-ups on the existing ramp from Kensington Parkway 
(and thus, by inference, the new ramp from Connecticut 
Avenue), should be reduced as a result of the recent widening 
of the Capital Beltway to 8-lanes. When Beltway congestion 
does, however, cause back-ups on the access ramps, the 
resulting congestion along the connecting state routes will 
result in difficulty for adjacent residents to access their 
properties. There does not appear to be a solution for this 
situation. 

^ 
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8806 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
Nbventier 29, 1987 

State Highway AJninistration 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
Box 717 
Baltunore, MD 21203 

to th^^qwr? Sf ?1^lt a"d.sunmari2e my coments on the pressed changes 
m^ l~f !Sltai !?ltnBy) interchange at Connecticut Ave. (Maryland Rt. 185)  and Kensington Parkway. y-^^u ««.. 

IhJl^lT^T^ t0 under!ake such extensive and disruptive woik to relieve 
^!f?     ^ ^.     Kensington Parkway until less expensive options are tried. 
n-aiiic lights on Kensington Paricway at Kenilworth Dr. or at Inverness Drive 

ZIT C0^be inStalled eaSily "* P"^^- "« "^d give reSeftfS' problem.    Better signs could advise motorists of the speed limits,    lower 
speed limits on Connecticut Ave., south of Jones Bridge Rd. would avoid the 
toneSay! rim0rlSt3 t0 a£yust to a laver sPeed **** *en they enter Kensing- 

?; ^ ^V3.* ^cing Kensington Parkway traffic to a point where "dogs sleep 
in the streets" is unrealistic and unfair to residents on other streets that bear 
S?^"0 ?" dDes not use Ke^ington Partavay.    In the early S^~b^ore^S 
Beltway was built, Kensington Parkway's rush hour traffic experienced di^iS! 
:   Ji     ^t °n c°nnectlcu1: Ave. at Jones Bridge Rd.    The addition of Beltway 
hnf ^C " ^^f 0u ParlOTay axwi ^nnecticut Ave. added proportionately to each 
but the removal of the southbound Beltway traffic fran Kensi^ton Pkwy. and thT 
shortening of the traffic signal reduced their southbound traffic to a level 

SS^tJ* 7? bef0- the,Beltm-y was built-    A* ^^ ^^ges added to the 11    , ^load
r
of Connecticui: Are.  and Manor Rd. particularly, but also added to 

the load on Jones Bridge Rd, Spring Valley and ffoodlawn. 

2; ^ditional traf:fic controls are needed on Connecticut Ave. at the Beltway now 
Traffic from the Eastbound Beltway to southbound Cbnnecticut Ave. moves much too" 
fast.    There should be a stop light to control traffic at this exit     A loneer 
^ ^ nlay.^ neec!ed-    If Pa^^^d is needed for the exit ramp lengthening   it 
might be possible to arrange a swap with the parks department for land on the 
southeastern quadrant of the interchange, moving the exit as in option B of the 

^St^-am   H3 'I,iSht a2SO be ^ baSlS f0r acquirins Parkland for extending the 

4. Better sidewalks are needed on Connecticut Ave. and better crosswalks are 
needed for crossing both Jones Bridge Rd. and Cbnnecticut Ave. 

5. The State Highway Adninistration's proposals are deficient in that they did 
not consider any improvenents that could be made without moving the ranp H. 

6. The cost of the maintenance of Kensington Parkway should be borne bv the 
State Department of Transportation. 

erick W. Lawrence 

Response to Citizen Letter #21: 
(Mr.   Frederick W.   Lawrence) 

The State Highway Administration does not consider the 
addition of traffic signals (which could result in increased 
rear-end accidents) or other signing along Kensington Parkway 
as the proper solution to address the inappropriateness of 
interstate traffic on Kensington Parkway. 

Connecticut Avenue,  Md.  Route 185,   is the proper location for 
all  interchange ramps with Interstate Route 495. 

During final design, Option B, consisting of modifications to 
the existing eastbound Beltway exit ramp to southbound 
Connecticut Avenue,   will  receive further consideration. 

During final design, sidewalks along the eastside of Connec- 
ticut Avenue will be evaluated. 

Improvements to Ramp H do not address the inappropriate 
connection of an Interstate ramp to a residential street, 
regardless of who pays  for the maintenance cost. 

JZh 
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Response to Ctt<7».n Letter «a2; 
(Mrs. John S. Nesbitt) 

The Environmental Assessment evaluated the noise impacts of 
the Build Alternative. Please refer to Section III.B.4.e of 
this FONSI for a summary of these impacts. Projected traffic 
volumes, including increased truck traffic, are not an- 
ticipated to result in significant noise impacts in comparison 
to the No-Build. 

Additional traffic volumes on northbound Connecticut Avenue, 
destined for the Capital Beltway, are not projected to result 
in increased traffic congestion or back-ups. 

^ V 
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The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 71? 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

December 1, 1987 

Res  Stata Pro.ieot # M60Q-101-370 

Deaur Sirs: 

The proposed relocation of the East Bound Beltway Ramp 
to Connecticut Avenue from Kensington Parkway has me 
greatly alarmed when considering the certain ensuing re- 
percussions. 

It must be reconsidered and realized that this action will 
endanger our neighborhoods and any local activities which 
we attempt to conduct. This is not undeveloped land in the 
suburbs, this is densely populated property just 3 miles from 
the Washington, D.C. border. We already suffer the traffic 
load from commuters and more than our share of trucks. The 
noise pollution on Connecticut Avenue already exceeds Federal 
Standards, and any increase in traffic will only compound 
our environmental concerns. 

I adamantly oppose the above referenced pro.iect proposal 
and would like to suggest a referendum on this proposal. 

Our safety and cleanliness is at stake, 
this motion. 

Please reconsider 

Sincerely, 

NAI.E ADDRESS SIRP/C" 

r*. srr^r*-*— 
1 . .'—i.^     2- 

Laura Wiralow 
15 East Ltnox St, Owvy Chase, Maryland 20315 

Response to Citizen Letter «23; 
(Ms. Laura Winslow) 

1. The State Highway Administration will take every reasonable 
measure to protect the residential integrity along nortibound 
Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequences due to increased 
traffic volumes. On the basis of noise impacts presented in 
the Environmental Assessment, the Build Alternative :.s not 
projected to result in significantly increased noise levels 
in comparison to the No-Build. Please refer to Section 
III.B.4.e of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts. 

Widening of the Capital Beltway was undertaken to address 
overall traffic and safety operations along this important 
circumferential highway. Relocation of the westbound Beltway 
exit ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue was 
done in response to the inappropriateness of directing 
interstate traffic to Kensington Parkway. 

Z3> 
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Richard Chatfield Taylor 
Response to Citizen Letter #24: 
(Mr. Richard Taylor) 

< 
I 

F-O.   fl„   -7,-7 

1. The Selected Build Alternative will not result in increased 
vehicular traffic volumes along Connecticut Avenue south of 
Jones Bridge Road. A slight increase in overall truck volumes 
is projected as a result of allowing truck traffic oh the hew 
Ramp N-E; this increase is not considered significant. 

^ 
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zvOiS">-'S*=s1- Response to Citizen Letter #25: 
(Kathleen and Peter Montagree) 

^L £L- O^t f-O < • ;<?g^^      r-.C       -l&j. 

_WLiii X2i^ ->L.V^Cg 1^-71 
a> a_Ji- citL J-Lk. A yz-- -^e- 

W v cs^\ L^ 
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<^S- \ weL* 
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-i^r>V',~<-iL.)OC-e_ v-v- _^Li 

._A4.^._..i>.^irU-_ 

. jP^; ej^ i^c _?^Cjis ^yve.^' 

Tb-: vAnLAO-HL'iV 3: '-^¥" =tttc£ii4X^-« Tnc 

(_f~>n>r^i? t- \-\e i*Jr~ ̂ & P. ri^a^. u5'_ oog> 

JLA.CL k^rtaAS^ _b. O-Oy- jres-LtJCrihciA £CULCL 

i^ 

The Selected Build Alternative will be constructed within 
existing State Highway Administration right-of-way, and to the 
maximum extent feasible, within existing curb lines along 
Connecticut Avenue. No widening of Connecticut Avenue is 
anticipated. 

2. The State Highway Administration will take every reasonable 
measure to protect the residential integrity along northbound 
Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequences due to increased 
traffic volumes. 
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Citizen Letter #25 continued: 

During final design, the State Highway Administration will 
evaluate measures to increase pedestrian safety. These 
measures will include consideration of a sidewalk along the 
eastside of Connecticut Avenue, better crosswalks, and other 
measures. 

4. The Selected Build Alternative does not include widening 
Connecticut Avenue or other modifications which would give it 
the "appearance of an interstate highway". 

& 
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Citizen Letter #25 continued: 

Option G, which included widening portions of Jones Bridge 
Road, has been dropped from further consideration. During 
final design, SHA will request that Montgomery County consider 
installation of a traffic signal at Spring Valley Road/Jones 
Bridge Road which will also aid in pedestrian crossing of 
Jones Bridge Road. 

Projected noise levels associated with the Build Alternative 
are not anticipated to be significant in comparison to the No- 
Build. Both the Build and No-Build Alterantives exceed 
federal standards. 

£*. 
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FROM TWE DGSK Of 

WILLIAM S. ABELL 

/Vto jCl-f   \2)t! i/c" LoPSh Cut     =_>/!/ J-o ,J 

Response to Citizen Letter #26: 
(Mr. William S. Abell) 
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WILLIAM   S   ABELL 
8101    CONNECTICUT   AVE 
CHEVY    CHASE   MO   20815 

The Selected Build Alternative includes a number of actions 
which are anticipated to reduce impacts associated with the 
relocation of the Beltway entrance ramp from Kensington 
Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. SHA fully supports the 
residential character of Connecticut Avenue, but in view of 
the inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Ken- 
sington Parkway, believes that the relocation of this ramp 
from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue is the proper 
action. 

5° 
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The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
r.O.   Box 7I7 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 
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December 1,  I987 

Re!     State Project M Mfinn-toi-370 
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Dear Sirs: 

percussions. •••"=<.J-US   une certain ensuing re- 

endiiirboUrene?lhborhooSd/HealiZe? that this ^• »1U 
we  attempt  to  conduct      Thirt^/00?1 ""^i" which 
suburbs .this  is denskv Sonut-t^    undeveloPe<i land in the 
the Washington^ DTC    borderP    5! f1

pro5erty Ju8t 3 miles :fr°m 

load from commuters and mor^ th»n ^ SUffer the  teaffi= 
S2ise_oollution_^Cwnec?iLt A S?are 0f trucks •     The 

?hf=Saf!ty  and  clea^iness  is  at stake, tnis motion. Please reconsider 

Sincerely, 

NAME 
Sd^Jl^ T-frh/frssS' 

ADDRESS  '  

Response to Citizen Letter «;>7; 
(Ms. Etta S. Thompson) 

1. The State Highway Administration will take every reasonable 
measure to protect the residential integrity along northbound 
Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequences due to increased 
traffic volumes. On the basis of noise impacts presented in 
the Environmental Assessment, the Build Alternative is not 
projected to result in significantly increased noise levels 
in comparison to the No-Build. Please refer to Section 
III.B.4.e of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts. 

_o 
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Response to Cifc^en Lett«i- fzft. 
(Ms. Jane L. Smith) 

The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

December 1, I987 

R6>  State Pro.ject # M600-101-37O 
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Dear Sirs: 
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The proposed relocation of the East Bound Beltway Ramp 
to Connecticut Avenue from Kensington Parkway has me 
greatly alarmed when considering the certain ensuing re- 
percussions. ^ 

It must be reconsidered and realized that this action will 
endanger our neighborhoods and any local activities which 
we attempt to conduct.  This is not undeveloped land in the 
suburbs, this is densely populated property just 3 miles from 
the Washington, D.C. border. We already suffer the traffic 
load from commuters and more than our share of trucks.  The 
npise pollution on Connecticut Avenue already exceeds Federal 
standards, and any increase in traffic will only compound 
our environmental concerns. 

I adamantly oppose the above referenced project proposal 
and would like to suggest a referendum on this proposal. 

Our safety and cleanliness is at stake, 
this motion. 

^J,t ? Highway Administration will take every reasonable 
measure to protect the residential integrity along northbound 
Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequlnces d^to increased 
traffic volumes.  On the basis of noise impacts presorted in 

oroie^rr6"^1^*8,3088•6^' the Build Alternate Ts not 
in 3oomn < re!Ult ln si9ni"cantly increased noise levels 
in comparison to the No-Build. Please refer to Section 
III.B.4.e of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts? 

Please reconsider 

Sincerely, 

^\u^&- 
ADDRESS 

* C^T^ *?7CJZ^. s^zr 
c^- 

3 o>^/S 
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The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 
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Response to Citizen Letter $29: 
(Ms. Alice B. C     ) 

December 1, I987 

Re:  State Pro.iect # M600-101-370 

Dear Sirs: 
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The proposed relocation of the East Bound Beltway Ramp 
to Connecticut Avenue from Kensington Parkway has me 
greatly alarmed when considering the certain ensuing re- 
percussions. 

It must be reconsidered and realized that this action will 
endanger our neighborhoods and any local activities which 
we attempt to conduct.  This is not undeveloped land in the 
suburbs, this is densely populated property just 3 miles from 
the Washington, D.C. border. We already suffer the traffic 
load from commuters and more than our share of trucks.  The 
noise pollution on Connecticut Avenue already exceeds Federal 
Standards, and any increase in traffic will only compound 
our environmental concerns. 

I adamantly oppose the above referenced project proposal 
and would like to suggest a referendum on this proposal. 

Our safety and cleanliness is at stake, 
this motion. 

Please reconsider 

The State Highway Administration will take every reasonable 
measure to protect the residential integrity along northbound 
Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequences due to increased 
traffic volumes. On the basis of noise impacts presented in 
the Environmental Assessment, the Build Alternative is not 
projected to result in significantly increased noise levels 
in comparison to the No-Build. Please refer to Section 
III.B.4.e of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts;. 

Sincerely, 

^C^ /f££6/Z^iM 
NAME ADDRESS       _    .  ^ 
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LXONARO   C.  COkUN 
CHARLES    M. ACKEQ, 

COLLINS AND ACKER 
ISaS   K   STBEET,  N. W.    SUITE   211 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 20006 S72- a*3* Response to Citizen Letter #30: 
(Mr. Leonard C. Collins) 
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December 2, 1987 

The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203 

Dear Sir: 

In respect to state project No. M600-101-370, we have 
resided at 7105 Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase for about 
twenty-five years. 

If anybody is familiar with the noise pollution on 
Connecticut Avenue and the immense contribution of trucks 
thereto, it is we. 

When the traffic starts in the morning and the trucks go 
up and down the street, they hit all the pot holes that they 
have caused or all the steel covers; how often we have been 
awakened at night or in the early morning, we can hardly 
state. 

Additional truck traffic on this road, which was not 
built to handle such, will only compound the problem and we 
strenuously object to any relocation of the East bound ramp 
to the beltway which would increase the truck traffic in 
front of our house. 

Please. 

The relocation of interstate traffic from Kensington Parkway 
to Connecticut Avenue is not anticipated to result in any 
increased vehicular traffic volumes along Connecticut Avenue 
south of Jones Bridge Road. Although an increase in truck 
volumes using this ramp is projected, the increase is not 
anticipated to be significant. 

Very truly 

Leonard C. Collins 

LCC:keb 
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The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O.   Box  717 
Baltimore,  Maryland    21203 

December 1,   I987 

Re:    gtate Project # M^nn-i01-370 
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Response to Citizen Letter «31; 
(Ms. Beverley K. Thompson) 
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Dear Sirs: 

percussions. ^"^ij-iig   one  certain ensuing re- 

endiiirbourene0ighborhooSd T^26? that thi3 ac*i°n "ill 
we at?emprto  conduct      Thifi^f a?tivities "^ suburbs,   this  is denselv ^ \\ ^ ^developed land in the 
the Washington^ DC    border5    wI^.^T^ 3U8t 3 miles from 
load from  Commuters  and III*  ll  already suffer the traffic 
noise_Dollution on Conn»n+f    ?T 0Ur Share  of trucks.     The 

1. The State Highway Administration will take every reasonable 
measure to protect the residential integrity along northbound 
Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequences due to increased 
traffic volumes. On the basis of noise impacts presented in 
the Environmental Assessment, the Build Alternative is not 
projected to result in significantly increased noise levels 
in comparison to the No-Build. Please refer to Section 
III.B.4.e of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts. 

Sincerely, 

NAME 

-$ 



32 

Prnif^n  HiShv'^ Administration 
^0^eBCoX

D7eiV71OPment Divisi°n 

Baltimore.  Maryland    21203 

to Citizen Letter Hty. 
(Ms. Deborah LaMar Thompson) 

December 1, I987 

Ra:  ^atg_ Project jj< M6nn-i01_170 
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Dear Sirs: 

greatly ala•e\A;LnrcoL0ideri^nfheOnce^ny
e
haS-me percussions. ^"•ci.j.iis  tne  certain ensuing re- 

endiHilrb:ur
ene0Uhbo?hooSd

a
rrUZe? that this a^i°n will 

we  attempt  to  conducf    Thif f ^l0^1 activities which 
suburbs .this  is densely S^iMJS* undevel°P^ land  in the 
the  Washington,  D:c??orde?P    We  =i^TrtyJUSt  3 miles  fr• 
load from commuters and mole than  l?Z    I SUft%r the  baffle 
n°ise_ooUution on r^L^^    Z .     our share  0:f trucks.     The 

1. 

sugges 

^hL^ftiL^ Cleanli— is at stake. 

The State Highway Administration will take every reasonable 
measure to protect the residential integrity along northbound 
Connecticut Avenue from adverse consequences due to increased 
traffic volumes. On the basis of noise impacts presented in 
the Environmental Assessment, the Build Alternative is not 
projected to result in significantly increased noise levels 
m comparison to the No-Build. Please refer to Section 
III.B.4.e of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts. 

Please reconsider 

Sincerely, 

NAME 
ADDRESS     "" • 

^ 
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Testimony on the SHA proposals for Connecticut Avenue/1495 of 

Mary Anne Berberich, Council Pres., Chevy Chase Valley Citizens 

Association. An abridged version was read at the design/location 

hearing on Nov. 16, 19S7. 

Submitted: Dec. 2, 1987 

Response to Citizen Letter #33: 
(Ms. Mary Anne Berberich) 

1. See SHA response to Public Hearing comment number 12 (Ms. Mary 
Anne Berberich), page IV-6 of this document. 
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,^=i^-    ^      r       yneratea    traffic    between     the    two    similar 
t?»I      r com,„unties    located    in    the   immediate   area.    At    thai 
e-T -I'lJ  IT* Ct\C

l
Ut    Ave-    a"d   Kensington   Parkway   shared    somewhat equally   the  north-south   local   thru   traffic   as  well. S"•*what 

i^f "-^ ^^ ^^ ^ i-^^j 
itsV1^^^ ch:r«ct,r"ity h£"s b##n assist6d in -i-t—i'm 

continnuedheto0thtrr,Hhand',the,ChCVy   ChaSe   Valley   Community   haC 
hrgh-speed      lo-/l   adver"1y   -"*ct,d   by   an    increased   volume   of 
ofth. "5   moh    LIT"! •*r-*tr*f"C-      Whe"   We  •-•«»««»*   ^"forcement 7 t.     L        P       sPeed    limit    on    Conn.    Ave.,    which    is   routinelv 

AL offl>-1^ls   that   speeding   violations   on   this   stretch   of   the 
Ave.    are   unenforceable.       We   find   this   excuse   to   be   unalceotahl! 

"miW^'t hl9h,  O"*•*•- ^-thermore,    because   of   "r 
thru  tramc '"'    "*   """^    *****    barricad"    again.t   cut- 

50- 

y 
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y along Conn. 
distribution of Ave. and Jones Bridge Rd.'the oritjinal 

traffi,-  hi= K,^.. K     t.    •,     uriymai  „„ _„ u j. =.^r tuut ion ot 
., f,    - S nc'w b'?en heavily skewed aaainst the Chevy Chase 
Valley Community   and the consequences are threatening to 
imprison us in our streets. reatening to 

tr.ffr-*H7'It-K*?-Ph0!0" Wil1 illust"^ ^e problems which this 

^r'c'^un?*;.     n  " Created ^ entra"Ce t0 and **"    fr0"' 

1. A.M.  Spring Valley to Jones Bridge 
 Note absence of signal ization or proper intersection 

designation such as striping, prominent signs, etc. 
 A car exiting Spring Valley to east-bound Jones Bridge 

is required to cross over 2 lanes of rapidly moving 
west-bound traffic. 

2. A.M.   Spring Valley to Jones Bridge 
 Although No. Ch. Ch. Element. Sch. is visible from 

here, the County has been bussing our children to 
school since about 1960 due to pedestrian hazards. 

 Aftei—school play arrangements remain a real problem. 

3. P.M.   Spring Valley to Jones Bridge 
 Note solid line of cars blocking access to east-bound 

Jones Bridge from Spring Valley. 
 Dangerous to "nose out" to squeeze into line because 

of rapidly moving west-bound traffic. 

4. P.M.   Jones Bridge looking east to Conn. Ave. 
 Queue of cars in the evening is regularly backed up 

beyond USUHS Medical School. 

5. A.M.   Cars entering Conn. Ave. from southbound Beltway ramp 
which is located to the north of Wood I awn Rd. 

 Note the steep incline of ramp B. 
 When traffic is moving freely, cars enter the Avenue 

at extremely high speeds, creating a dangerous 
situation for entry to the Avenue from Chevy Chase 
Valley. 

 We have repeatedly requested signalization of this ramp 
since Csirs exiting from it can not ever. .  -leei. fr j.vt 
Woodlawn until they suddenly appear in the Avenue, a^ a 
point less than 80 ft. from the Woodlawn accc-ss to the 
Ave. This has been responsible for several serious 
accidents. 

6. P.M.  Woodlawn access to Conn. Ave. 
 Only northbound opportunity for Chevy Chase Valley 

residents at this time of day. 
 Always a dangerous maneuver since cars exiting south- 
bound ramp at high speed. 

7. A.M.  Conn. Ave. looking north. 
 Red light at Jones Bridge generates 3-lane barricade 

for entry into Conn. Ave. from Chevy Chase Valley. 
 Green light at Jones Bridge generates <3X gaps of >5Xec. 

by which residents of Conn. Ave. may exit their drive- 
ways and by which residents  may enter the Ave. from 
Woodlawn, Montrose and Parsons side streets. 

2 
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Response to Citizen Letter #34: 
(Mr. & Mrs. James H. Johnson) 

As a part of the Selected Build Alternative, SHA will request 
that Montgomery County consider installation of a traffic 
signal at the intersection of Spring Valley Road and Jones 
Bridge Road. This traffic signal should improve resident's 
ability to access Jones Bridge Road, and thus Connecticut 
Avenue via the Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington 
Parkway intersection. 

72CI 39nn-<V!t.L(= RO    \*l , 
CHFVY CHAS?, MO  20315 v—' 
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Response to Citizen Letter #35: 
(Mrs. Corrado S. Baguis) 

1. As presented in the Environmental Assessment, SHA has 
attempted to evaluate a full range of improvement options for 
this difficult issue. Please refer to Section III.B.l. of this 
FONSI for a summary of these improvement options. On the basis 
of an evaluation of these options, SHA has determined the 
relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue is the proper action. 

The Selected Build Alternative will be constructed within 
existing State Highway Administration right-of-way, and l.o the 
naximum extent possible, within existing curbs. 

J> 
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Response to Citizen Letter «36! 
(Nanc/ & Harry Benner) 

< 
I 

CO 

^   ^w,    ^ .^^u^f  tf   UQM cUie &J^_ 

Tfa-rF'C j  M*-TiCiriL*&.tf   r/ZuCKS .  TO   O-Cef 

Xlv ify L*Ctu<p .   

•ho    im.   Atrv^ - cU,\/cc~t~ij 2sUs*lz-   ^ c,-^^^ 

^J^t-S <£A*C , . ^-^A 

1. Because of the inappropriateness of major interstate traffic 
on Kensington Parkway, SHA believes that the relocation of 
this ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue is the 
proper action. Construction of the Selected Build Alternative 
would be accomplished within existing State Highway Ad- 
ministration right-of-way, and to the maximum extent possible, 
within existing curb lines. Widening of Connecticut Avenue 
is not proposed. 
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fjL -'Jim 

Nancy & Harry Banner 
3806 Underwood Street 
Chevy Chase, MD  20815 

Citizen Letter #36 continued: 

Except for a slight increase in northbound truck traffic, the 
Selected Build Alternative is not projected to result in 
increased traffic volumes along Connecticut Avenue south of 
Jones Bridge Road. 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimiEe potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 
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BOX  ttia  RIDGE VIEW  ROAD 
NEW LONDON.  NH  03257 

Response to Citizen Letter #37: 
(Mr.   G.   Edward Reynolds  &  Ilona V. Reynolds) 

December 1, 1987 
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The  State   Highway  Administration 
Project   Development   Division 
P.O.Box  717 
Baltimore,    HD  21203 

Re:   State   Project   #M600-101-370 

Dear  Sirs: 

the^crto^locatft^e^rboLr1" ^ C^Cern abOUt   the   ^^ 
from Kensington  Parfcwav  tn  r^        •?     ?  ^  leadinS to  *!»«   Beltway 
munity.    It   leeL   to   •   i-h-t   ?K?

eCtlcut   Avenue  ""1   lave  on  our  coL . 
worse7 Ve   beU•e   we   alreaL   h        "T"  0nly ,"te  Vbad ^""ation ^ 
be  on  Connect loll  Av»nie  tn^Ms".•''  T  t"5f ^^^^ t^re   should f^C 
not   further  diminish'what   ?-   w*     ^^v   federal  standards.    Let   us^ 

Parkway  ramp 8 OSed  alt°Sether   Including  the   Kensington 

in   ttil^rtVl:  "gbt^dftS   ralk'r",
1Sf  Wh0m "^  are  I""6   a   few 

built   on  the   curb  sfde   of   th»      ^   T^1?  alSO   like   to  see  a  Kuard  rail 
way  to   Kensington  plrkwav      i?   fldewa^  from the  fire  station  all   the 
stretch  of   s^fewalk  wi^7' ^ Very  unPleasa^   to  walk  on  this 
50   mph  Just   fcoupL   of   feet3,      '"I113  ^Z*  SpaedS  ^times   reaching 
tent   with   the   conceot   It  n^ *'.      gUard ""   WOUld  be   nore   <=°nsls- 
the  ConnecticurAvenue   in?erIh^S     "  a  ^T^12?11  "^^ty  than  making 
nal   trucks   per   day  usL^  Conn=^f     accessible  to  hundreds  of   additio- 
increased  traffl^   fn        3  Connectlo"t   Avenue   not   to  mention   the im-reasea  traffic   in   passenger   vehicles. 

and^raLurefthltT  C°nCS•S  as   y°u  deliberate   on  this   thorny   Issue 
assured  that   we  eagerly  await   a   favorable  outcome. 

Very   truly yours 

lG-    ^ward   R^n^ld^  a   Ilona   V.    Reynolds 

rw 1/. (^JL-f^-eA^ 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

During final design, SHA will evaluate sidewalks along the 
eastside of Connecticut Avenue. The provision of a guardrail 
adjacent to the sidewalk was not evaluated. 
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December 1, 1987 

The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD  21203 

RE:  STATE PROJECT #M600-101-370 

Response to Citizen Letter #38: 
(Mrs. Artemis L. Weiss) 

< 

Sirs: 

I am writing in connection with the proposal to 
relocate the east bound ramp  to the Beltway from 
Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. 

This proposal is unacceptable for the following 
reasons: 

Noise pollution on Connecticut Avenue already 
exceeds federal standards, and with additional truck 
traffic on the Avenue projected to be as high as 370 
trucks per day, the noise pollution will be compounded. 

Connecticut Avenue is already overburdened with 
traffic in a residential area.  With the projected increase 
in traffic, the gridlock  that now exists on Connecticut 
Avenue during morning and evening rush hours would render 
a bad situation exceedingly dangerous in an emergency. 

We are also concerned that the widening of one 
section of Connecticut Avenue could eventually spread 
southward to the  District Line taking trees as well as 
front lawns, destroying this residential area altogether. 

For these reasons, my husband and I respectfully 
submit our strong objection to the above-stated proposal. 

Sincerely, 

/Mxttf^ /&£*<£<* 

Artemis L.   Weiss 

RECEIVED 
DEC 3 1937 

C-UEJfi.i, xm CF 
'ULiilSG i F.,;!!:.:!.:.t.iy r::-|;;fn.;,i; 

The Environmental Assessment presented an evaluation of 
potential noise impacts associated with the Build Alternative. 
Please refer to Section III.B.4.e of this FONSI for a summary 
of these impacts.On the basis of this analysis, projected 
increases in noise levels are not expected to be significant 
in comparison of the No-Build. 

The Build Alternative is not anticipated to overload north- 
bound Connecticut Avenue. 

No widening of Connecticut Avenue is included with the 
Selected Build Alternative: all improvements would be 
constructed within an existing State Highway Administration 
right-of-way and, to the maximum extent possible, within 
existing curb lines. 

^ 
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8806 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, !© 20815 
Noventoer 29, 1987 

< 
I 
VD 

State Hi^w-ay AAiir.istration 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203 

This is to sipplement and sunmarize my cxments on the prcpcsed changes 
to the 1-495 (Capital Beltway) interchange at Connecticut Ave. (Maryland Rt. 
185) and Kensington Parkray. 

1. It is prenature to undertake such extensive and disruptive work to relieve 
the prcblens of Kensington Parkway until less expensive options are tried. 
Traffic lights on Kensington Parkway at Kenilworth Dr. or at Inverness Drive, 
or both could be installed easily and pranptly, and would give relief to the' 
probleu. Better signs could advise motorists of the speed limits. Lower 
speed limits on Connecticut Ave., south of Jones Bridge Rd. would avoid the 
necessity of motorists to adjust to a lower speed limit when they enter Kensing- 
ton Parkway. 

2. The ideal of reducing Kensington Parkway traffic to a point where "dogs sleep 
in the streets" is unrealistic and unfair to residents on other streets that bear 
the traffic that does not use Kensington Parkway. In the early 1960s, before the 
Beltway was built, Kensington Parkway's rush hour traffic experienced deiiys simi- 
lar to those on Connecticut Ave. at Jones Bridge Rd. The addition of Beltway 
traffic to Kensington Parkway and Connecticut Ave. added proportionately to eadi, 
but the removal of the southbound Beltway traffic frcm KerBington Pkwy. and the 
shortening of the traffic signal reduced their southbound traffic to a level 
below what it was before the Beltway was built. And these changes added to the 
traffic load of Connecticut Ave. and Manor Rd. particularly, but also added to 
the load on Jones Bridge Rd, Spring Valley and Woodlawn. 

3. Additional traffic controls are needed on Connecticut Ave. at the Beltway now. 
Traffic fran the Eastbound Beltway to southbound Cbnnecticut Ave. noves much too 
fast. There should be a stop light to control traffic at this exit. A longer 
exit ranp may be needed. If parkland is needed for the exit ranp lengthening, it 
might be possible to arrange a swap with the parks department for land on the 
southeastern quadrant of the interchange, maving the exit as in option B of the 
proposal. This might also be the basis for acquiring parkland for extending the 
present ramp H. 

4. Better sidewalks axe needed on Connecticut Ave. and better crosswalks are 
needed for crossing both Jones Bridge Rd. and Cbnnecticut Ave. 

5. The State Highway Adninistration's proposals are deficient in that they did 
not consider any inprovements that could be made without moving the rajip H. 

6. The cost of the maintenance of Kensington Parkway should be borne by the 
State Department of Transportation.      ^, 

-RF.CFJVED 
^iU 

lerick W. Lawrence 

* 
1937 

Response to Citizen Letter *39; 
(Mr. Frederick W. Lawrence) 

See response to letter #21. 

^> 
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Response to Citizen Letter #40: 
(Mr. & Mrs. Marshall, Jr.) 

< 
I 

00 

December 1, 1987 

The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Md.   21203 
RE: State Project *M600-10l-370 

Dear Sirs; 

My family and I are absolutely opposed to your planned relocation (and 
its alternatives) of the eastbound Capitol Beltway ramp from Kensington 
Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. The ultimate increase in traffic density 
and flow in the Connecticut Avenue corridor will result in the deteriora- 
tion of a beautiful, tree lined, residential streets (Connecticut Avenue and 
its intersecting thoroughfares). Furthermore, these planned changes would 
reduce dependency on the public transportion system; an obvious step in 
the wrong direction. The solution of the access problem from the Beltway 
to/from downtown Washington, Bethesda and Silver Spring, lies elsewhere. 

Your reconsideration on these proposals are respectfully requested. If 
additional Information 'is available or required, please contact the 
undersigned at 301-657-3648 or by mail at the address below 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. The State Highway Administration will 
take every reasonable measure to protect the residential 
integrity along northbound Connecticut Avenue from adverse 
consequences due to increased traffic volumes. 

cc: Sections Village Council 

lir. Mirs. Edward L Marshall Jr. 
3805 Williams Lane 
Chevy Chase, Md.   20815 

Very Truly Yours 

6\ 
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• -bsr   2.    1 5.37 

The   State   Highway   Ad.Tii n : strat i o 
Project   Devc'iopm^ni;   Division 
P.O.    Bo;:   717 
Baitiincre,    fid.       i210i 

Re:    State   Project   (SM600-101-370 

TJ   Whom   It   Hj.y   Ccncern; 

Response to Citizen Letter #41: 
(Ms. Linda Sussman) 

< 
I 

3"-»l hway      frc-m      Kensirgi 

r:T   about   optiins 

'Parkway      to   Ccn-iscticut • GvenuH.       X 
jnion   i..,i.-ch   :.ici.'.id   incroaa- -trUQlL 

o. 

Although the Environmental Assessment evaluated potential 
increase truck traffic volumes resulting from the relocation 
of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue, 
observations of actual illegal truck usage of Kensington 
Parkway would indicate that the projected "real" increase in 
truck volumes would be considerably less. SHA cannot, by law, 
prohibit trucks from a state route. Please refer to Section 
III.B.2.a. of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts. 

Linda Suss.nan 

; 

cc   The  Village  Council 
Sictun   o 
Q-f    the   Village   or   Chevy   Ch = 
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3817 Woodbine Street 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 
December 3, 1987 

Response to Citizen Letter #42: 
(Ms. Eleanor Chatfield-Taylor) 

< 
I 
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The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P. 0. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

Re:  State project #M600-101-370 

Gentlemen: 

I have been a resident of Section 5 of the Village of Chevy 
Chase for the past twenty-four (24) years. My home is located 
two houses from Connecticut Avenue. The amount of traffic and 
noise pollution on Connecticut Avenue has become excessive in 
recent years. Additional truck traffic on this thoroughfare 
would have devastating effects on our community. 

Sincerely yours. 

Eleanor Chatf ield-Taylor    ^^ 
CD 

1. Although the Environmental Assessment evaluated potential 
increase truck traffic volumes resulting from the relocation 
of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue, 
observations of actual illegal truck usage of Kensington 
Parkway would indicate that the projected "real" increase in 
truck volumes would be considerably less. SHA cannot, by law, 
prohibit trucks from a state route. Please refer to Section 
III.B.2.a. of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts. . 

ECT:jc 

£c3> 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR c.nu•J£" 

T„k Contract No.   M  600-Jni-i7n 
interstate Route  ^S/Connecticut ^enue^t^ Route  „,. 

Interchange Reconstruction 5) 

PDMS  No.   151114 
MonH0^065^0  Public Hearing 
Monday,   November  16,   1987   -   7:30  p.m 

NAME    . Allen J. ri*Y,Y~i„, T-nnini   r  
PLEASE " DATE_i2^2L 
PRINT        ADDRESS3703 Jons.., Rridqe ;»V,H  

Response to Citizen  Letter  <I43: 
(Allen J.   Fishbein/Jeffifer Crowe) 

ClTY/TOWNNorth Chevy rhaeo      STATE     m 

ZIP  CODE 20815 I/We wl«h •« --  "^ CODE^0815 

^^^^^ tMs~ 
Can     At-j ._ See Attachment- 

•Persons who have raraiuorf   
°n  ».. P'Oiec, Mai,ing

CUM.d  "  ""^^T*  Orochu,. T^^r^71^r77r7i777^~ 

y* 
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My wife and I attended the SHA's November 16 Location/Design 
Hearing at the North Chevy Chase Elementary School.  Not 
surprisingly, almost all of the comments that were presented 
that night focused on whether beltway-bound Connecticut Avenue 
traffic should be removed from Kensington Parkway and, if so, 
how should it be routed onto the 1-495 innerloop.  The long time 
controversy over realignment of Connecticut Avenue traffic 
headed for 1-495 was the topic of the evening for the many 
people that attended your hearing. Few witnesses touched on 
Option G, the proposed redesign of the intersection at Jones 
Bridge Road and Conn. Ave. The dirth of comments at the hearing 
should not be interpreted by your agency as an indication of a 
lack of interest about whether this option should be implemented. 

We live on Jones Bridge Road across the street from the North 
Chevy Chase Elementary School and are very much opposed to the 
adoption of Option G. Expanding the number of lanes at the 
intersection of Jones Bridge and Conn Ave might appear to improve 
the flow of traffic at the intersection, but it would signficantly 
add to congestion east of Conn as Jones Bridge narrows. Moreover, 
we believe that redesigning the intersection would foster much 
heavier traffic flows along Jones Bridge as more and more commuters 
used this route as an alternative to East-West Highway. This 
point was acknowledged to us in a conversation we had with an 
SHA staff member that was on hand for the meeting. 

Yet, inexplicably, the transportation study on the various 
options that was prepared by the SHA does not discuss the possible 
impacts of Option G on the traffic flows along' Jones Bridge. 
Moreover, it is clear from the study and your presentation at 
the hearing, in which Option G was barely discussed, that redesign 
of the intersection at Jones Bridge is only tangentially related 
to the controversy over the 1-495 interchange. Whichever of the 
other options is eventually decided upon should not affect the 
decision as to whether to go ahead or not with Option G 

We believe that it would be wrong for your agency to go 
ahead with the implementation of Option G at the present time. 
Additional research is necessary to determine what are the 
potential impacts of this decision. These potential impacts 
should be carefully considered by your agency and discussed 
with residents of the Jones Bridge Road area. Your current study 
does not now discuss these impacts. At the very minimum, a 
separate public hearing should be held to elicit public comments 
from the residents along Jones Bridge Road and adjacent areas, 
since few of these people were present at last month's hearing. 
This should not be surprising since the meeting was not intended 
to focus on this separate and important subject. The need for 
additional investigation should be obvious in view of the recent 
development plans that have been announced for the large parcel 
located west of Conn Ave. just south of Jones Bridge. 

In sum, we are strongly opposed to Option G in its current 
form.  We also believe that other residents of the affected 

43 citizen Letter «43: 

1. Option G has been dropped from further consideration. During 
final design, SHA will request that Montgomery County consider 
the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of 
Spring Valley Road/Jones Bridge Road, to help alleviate 
residential access issues. 

areas are opposed as well. Additional research needs to be 
conducted and the community should be given oppotunity to comment 
^K ^.reSea^Ch-  It would be wron9 for your agency to proceed 
with this option until you have conducted a full and complete 

Smcerel 

Kllen/a. Fishbein 2 
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EDWARD M. CASTLE 

Response to Citizen Letter #44 
(Mr. Edward M. Castle) 

tuna 

—^s 

Govern 

 Reply. 
ccpy ti 

December 1, 1987 

The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Md  21203 

Re: State Project #M600-101-370 

^3 

Dear Sirs: 

Any increase in traffic, especially truck traffic, 
would be most detrimental to Connecticut Avenue. 

The present traffic flow strains the existing 
roadway. 

Please count my voice as a strong objection to the 
plan. 

Sincerely, 

1.   See reponse to Citizen Letter #41. 

Edward M. Castle 
8101 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 

EMC; mr 
'RECnIYED 

DEO   3   1987 

EEfiJ-V ' •-•-. . 
WAOT3 5 tx••;;: •   '.•" 

^ 
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REAR ADMIRAL JOHN HARLLEE Response to Citizen Letter #45: 
(Helen King Harllee) 
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P.O.  ktry.   7/7 

"R^C^ 3VED 
QE: a   1237 

:.•;£•;?•• 
?a::;::;::,5/.:- :.-:

:^.;>, 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

-^ 
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Response to Citizen Letter #46: 
(Dr. and Mrs. Richare H. Spire) 

vrisS. 
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; '•'   ••"       ' "^ • >fca:' 'tfcy^f: Htoo -i'or - 37a. ". 

•:'--: " ^ /^ '^PT^.'::'faZ^t &^£^ (Z*^ 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

• • '; '•?•' *•&' 

•$> 
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3714 Underwood Street 

Ckevy CUse,  Maryland 2081S 

fe'.      Sto^t   PwS^oe^    * MiOo- Jo i-yi6 

Respcnse to CitlitPn Letter iU7; 
(David & Laurel Rabin) 

Noise impacts associated with the Build Alternate were 
evaluated in the Environmental Assessment. Based on this 
analysis, projected noise levels associated with the Build 
Alternative were not projected to be significantly different 
than the No-Build. Please refer to Section III.B.4.e. of this 
FONSI for a summary of these impacts. 

^ 
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P.O. B=x 7'7 ' -•. 
Btl-ii'^i"re- , Mc(.3-/3-03 t- 
fit:   S+*A e. f^c^-  #  MtcOO-101-310 

^0  A^\ J^c-Hn^^ut^L      -<*ifrujt- a^b-^ct -tlJUMi. ii-> 

tlL   SHJUA^ 

CUJU^ 

{hvKXsZ&^fr     M-UlU 
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Response to Citizen Letter *48; 
(Gina Rabai Clair) 

1. During final design, SHA will evaluate measures to enhance 
pedestrian safety along Connecticut Avenue. 

Although the Environmental Assessment identified a potential 
increase in truck volumes along northbound Connecticut Avenue 
of 170 to 370 trucks per day, observations of illegal truck 
usage of Kensington Parkway would indicate that the actual 
increase will be considerable less. Please refer to Section 
III.B.2. of this FONSI for a summary of these impacts. 

J&^JU LXAXAS 

<> -s^- 
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Chevy Chas«, Md. 
November 30,  1987 

Response  to Citizen Letter  #49: 
(Miss   Emilie  Bishop) 

< 
I 

O 
00 

The State Highway Adoiniatratioa 
Project Development Diviaion * 

He:    State Project #M60O-101-370    j 

Geatlenea: 

th. «.;?1tVetier ia *" ref«r»n« ^ «» proposed relocatioa of 
Co^cl^nveLT ^ "" '"*-' ^ ^^^ P^ t? 

Aa a reoideat of Woodbiae Street near Coaaecticut Aveaue 
I aa ^eatly coaceraed about the effect thia would have ZZ' 
aad other ae.bera of th. houaehold.    Ev.a JL^£sn? 
noxaea froD Connecticut Avenue are a aerioTp^le^    eaLclallr 
in the aeaaona when we have windows open.        prooxe"1 e»P«cially 

I trust that the connittee working oa the above Stat. 
Project will reconsider thia proposed IhangT 

Very truly yours. 

Noise impacts associated with the Build Alternate were 
evaluated in the Environmental Assessment. Based on this 
analysis, projected noise levels associated with the Build 
Alternative were not projected to be significantly different 
than the No-Build. Please refer to Section III.B.4.e. of this 
FONSI   for a  summary of these  impacts. 

Copy to the Village 
Council 

Z^JU^fat&JUf- 

rrt   MIM Emilia BUhop 
Hi   3813 WoodUna Si 

^ 
~1 ' J^VJ.iscJr'    'piT.,<Xc-/c 
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Ra6an W. OUw 
1111 Conn. Av*.,Apt.C-lM 
Chavy CtMM. Ii0   nan 

50 
<•: JU. 1.MI7 

e^aiC»* A^u^, ^^ ^^ ^^ ^ 

^ fl-WH  !_ U^^;  p^^r'' 

jW-fc^ 

Response to Citizen Letter #50: 
(Mr. Robert W. Oliver) 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

-^ 
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The State Hxghway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 7I7 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

Response to Citizen Letter #51: 
(Marjorie and Henry Zapruder) 

< 
I 

December 1,  I987 

Res    State Project # Mfino-ioi_-vpn 

'Dear Sirs: 

Urcussiont      d When consideri^ ^he certain ensuing re- 

our envirormentSyconcemi? rafflC ^X 0nly comP°^ 

onu wouxa xiKe  to suggest a referendum on this proposal.' 

ms^t&T1 Cleanli— ia at stake.    Please reconsider 

See response to Citizen Letter #23. 

Sincerely, 

NAME   A 
ADDRESS 

IcGut/j;,^ td/t^.j- 

M^jMA^L./kb^r 

t± 
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November 30, 1987 

Albert and Carla Hassoni 
7303 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, MD  20815 

i y K 
DEC S ]987 Response to Citizen Letter 952: 

(Albert and Carla Massoni) 

< 
I 

The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
PO Box 717 
Baltimore , MD 21203 

Re:  State Project #M600-101-370 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

sasa s3; --""-""^ s-KSay-s- - 
As  residents  of Chevy Chase for the last twelve vea,-*    • ., 
2K•  "«»"»;«» " Coanectlcut M^StS\'t "ktiU 

sssssjrsass-raasH. ?% .ts? yi«. 

pollution on Connecticut Avenue far exceeds federa^ftandards. 

traffic situat^nba?in9 ^he already dan9er°^ *«*  unhealthy ^s » ^ situation along Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase we a^v 
that the State Highway Administration undertake a studv'and 
actions to reduce traffic, noise and air pollution on Ihl 

co^unity! ^ inCreaSS traffiC Safe^ in ^ «Sd2t2; 

Sincerely, 

Albert and Carla Massoni 

The Selected Build Alternative, consisting of the relocation 
of the eastbound Beltway entrance ramp from Kensington Parkway 
to Connecticut Avenue, will be constructed with an existing 
State Highway Administration right-of-way, and, wherever 
feasible within existing curb lines along Connecticut Avenue. 
Widening of Connecticut Avenue is not proposed. 

Construction of the Beltway entrance ramp from Connecticut 
Avenue is projected to result in approximately 170 to 370 
additional trucks per day on northbound Connecticut Avenue. 
Because many of these projected "new" trucks are already 
illegally using Kensington Parkway to access the Beltway, the 
actual increase will be less. 

SHA fully supports the residential character of Connecticut 
Avenue, but in view of the inappropriateness of major 
interstate traffic on Kensington Parkway, believes that the 
relocation of this ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue is the proper action. Potential air and noise impacts 
associated with the Build Alternative were discussed in the 
Environmental Assessment. These impacts are not expected to 
be significant. Please refer to Section III.B.4.e. of this 
FONSI for a summary of these impacts. 

•-••t 

-> 
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Response to Citizen Letter ^53: 
(Mrs. William Farrell) 

1. The Selected Build Alternative will be constructed within 
existing State Highway Administration rights-of-way and, along 
Connecticut Avenue, within existing curb lines. No widening 
of Connecticut Avenue is proposed. 

-3 
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Citizen Letter «53 continued; 

Construction of the Beltway entrance ramp from Connecticut 
Avenue is projected to result in approximately 170 to 370 
additional trucks per day on northbound Connecticut Avenue. 
Because many of these projected "new" trucks are already 
illegally using Kensington Parkway to access the Beltway, the 
actual increase will be less. 

•sa 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS  AND/OR  COMMENTS    PROJECT 

DEVELOPMENT 
Contract  No.   M  600-101-370 DIY'SI^M 

Interstate  Route  <t95/Connecticut  Avenue   (MD Route'185) 
Interchange Reconstruction     )}.„ I]      Q he AM "fll 

PDMS No.   151114 nu' "      0 H:, H"   0' 
Location/Design  Public  Hearing 

Monday,   November  16,   1987   -   7:30  p.m. 
VilJffiooT- /V)     3 -2.£~ P 

NAME       l"flcnuftc£     /H      VlVC&KlT 

PR\HTE    ADDRESS     ^?Or    Jo^&S   feritb££:       Rll 

CITY/TOWN   Qf^vy   CWH-f/-   QTATC 

-DATE. 9     Atel/    ^p? 

Mb -ZIP   CODF     Ict/^- 

l/\^wlsh to comment or inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

oPTicTCr" 
&STft<x»& 

In    //ie   tirn>,oiA/   /T 

^oC <JDMS (kJl^. jlj. 

MO-CJL    Yco       re        <U>urfV£tL        A*J      &*TM       eASTA-.nA'Z 

E*ii    ou  qqC       su{£T of-   Qcvp     /n/£   A^t>   Corr^/uS- 7ti-ftc'o6H' 
AT     eg,    wgrr   o^    l4kMtt;/us   M-<u£-,      THil    Woucb     (ZZbcic/L 

Sl&tJif-iCMJiuY   rite.   -EMThoVQ   Aqr    \ltthCL£S     £.*(-n/jG-   AT 

G£r   ro    UA*f   - Vtri  - (h£rth!X7>A     &.TC.        -n^s     Hjcocb 

¥.tk>uk- To   &AL.U   fe(2- Ten.' TfinOi-S .  
tZD  Please add my/our name(s) to  the Mailing List.* 

CD Please delete my/our name(s) from  the Mailing  List. 

'Persons who have received  a  copy  ot  this  brochure through  the mail  are alreadv 
on the project  Mailing  List. »"<=auy 

Response to Citizen Letter  #54: 
(Mr.   Monroe M.   Vincent) 

1.       Option G has been dropped from further consideration. 

2. The provision of an additional eastbound exit on 1-495, west 
of Connecticut Avenue and connecting to Jones Bridge Road near 
Hawkins Lane, is not a feasible alternative. Interchange 
spacing between Wisconsin Avenue/I-270 and Connecticut Avenue 
is already tight; the addition of another "mid-point" exit 
would create an unsafe weaving and traffic operation condi- 
tions along the Beltway. 

oO 
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WAY ADMINISTRATION 
,.   .Xir^l g^TIONS AND/OR COMMFMT* 

' ' +o -flits 
l/'OlrWei "iSte„t»h.  »     ^0n'ract N°-   M  600-101-370 

'     YieteUfeMiMJ**- PDMS NO. 151114 
<*)l<iJ>W  *F    M„„i'0CatiOn/Desi5n  Public  Hearing 
At&r&h        mber "•i987 -7:30 '•"• 
NAME   

PLEASE  .„ 
PRINT   ADDRESS.  

C.TY/TOWNJ£MSimmsi•_M2l__ZiP  CODE^2S35 

^^^^^^^ ,h..p,.f.c,: 
I .    I     I 1 ' 1 ^  

* ^M       ll'bo      4»      g^f,r,r. nJ*~^3- tL_>  ^/ 

^ u ^-V-   T   \. S-XJ--?-?-       \J'- 

vJr^. 
-^ -faL^   \. 

rn      r-rt ii:::- 

—— -   J• 

"T. =, -^r^- 

Response to Citizen Letter #55: 
(Sanjeev Malhotra) 

1.   See response to letter #17, also submitted by Mr. Malhotra. 

2. Options D, E and G have been deleted from further considera- 
tion. The Selected Build Alternative would retain the existing 
southbound Kensington Parkway movement at the Connecticut 
Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway intersection. 

<3 
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STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
QUESTIONS AND/OR COMMENTS 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue (MD Route 185) 

Interchange Reconstruction 
PDMS No. 151114 

Location/Design Public Hearing 
Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. 

NAME 
-DATE. 

PLEASE 
PRINT ADDRESS ^^        icf:^|LVj^6&!r\-A      ^g-Uj^.      £? 

^NIIMIICM^STATEJODSL. 

•V        rn 
"^    O-C-o 

Co    Sr~0 coo - 

\\'&-§& 
nc 

-h 

CITY/TOWr -ZIP  CODE 'SKb^vC 
I/We wish to comment or inquire about the following aspects of thi s project: 

^"fe 
"W^Vvir.   t\np G^^      r>nC)cys&.A .  T 
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{Zp Please add my/our name(s) to the Mailing List.* '  

CD Please delete my/our name(s) from the Mailing List. 

.  «,r?h%nVo?«.hM.,
|li'nVus"

d a C0Py ^ ,hiS br0ChUre mr0U9h ,he mail ar9 a"ead' 

Response to Citizen Letter #56; 
(Joan and Elliot Kocen) 

Construction of the Beltway entrance ramp from Connecticut 
Avenue is projected to result in approximately 170 to 370 
additional trucks per day on northbound Connecticut Avenue. 
Because many of these projected "new" trucks are already 
illegally using Kensington Parkway to access the Beltway, the 
actual increase will be less. 

The  Selected  Build  Alternative  will  not  require  any 
modification to the existing bus service in the project area. 

oO 
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Response to Citizen Letter <S7; 
(Mr. Monroe M. Vincent) 
(see also response to Public Hearing Speaker #21) 

The Selected Build Alternative would create traffic gaps in 
southbound Connecticut Avenue traffic flow by the addition of 
a traffic signal to permit eastbound Beltway exiting traffic 
to turn left onto northbound Connecticut Avenue. Option B, 
which will receive further consideration during final design, 
will evaluate additional measures for controlling the 
eastbound Beltway to southbound Connecticut Avenue movement; 
measures which could include the creation of additional 
traffic gaps for southbound Connecticut Avenue. 

All widening options for Connecticut Avenue have been dropped 
from further consideration. During final design, considera- 
tion will be given to the provision of a sidewalk on the 
eastside of Connecticut Avenue. 

Option G has been dropped from further consideration. 

Option E has been dropped from further consideration. 

^e 
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Citizen Letter 57 continued: 

5.   Widening of Connecticut Avenue is not proposed. 

6.   Option G, which included a median in Jones Bridge Road, has 
been dropped from further consideration. 

^2. 
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ntt] J'   !e2fr3en'   Director Office of  Planning and 
si-;,-(-/S?1uminar5r EnSineering 
7n? S    t?hZa? Admini3tration 707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore,   MD    21202 

7900  Curtis  Street 
Chevy Chase.   MD    20815 

November 23,   1987 

Response  to  Citizen  Letter  «58: 
(Mr.  Gordon Fowler) 

Dear Mr.   Pedersen: 

Che^^ He^tlon^^o^a'tLTdulinTthTr153 I »*> <» ^  <>< th. 
on the proposals  for the  interchange It l-tal ^Tr^ ^J   1987 ^blie hearing 
like them placed  in the public reclrd Connecticut Avenue.     I would 

Thank you. 

See response to Public Hearing Speaker #18, Section IV of this 
report. 
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M3 
Gordon Fowler =5: 
Chevy Chase Recreation Asso^atio^ 
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•*=•  V^"! 

.\cv J m, 

.n-'n-'^^.A''"'''^ ^...1,,., i.'..il..'-;..|,:/,-]T.frv,.. 

^ 



< 
I 
M 
M 
O 

PRESENTATION BY GORDON FOWLER AT THE CD 
NOVEMBER 16, 1987 LOCATON/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 0 Q 
ON THE 1-495 INTERCHANGE AT CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

I am director of the Chevy Chase Recreation Association (CCRA), located on 
Spring Valley Road and contiguous to the Beltway. 

I am also a director of the Citizens' Association of the Hamlet, a community 
behind 8101 Connecticut Avenue and the library & firehouse. 

This evening I am representing CCRA, although, at the conclusion of my 
remarks, I would like to make a comment on behalf of the Hamlet. 

CCRA is a swim & tennis club with over 800 members.  On the grounds is the 
Outdoor Nursery, which has 100 students and 11 adults who teach at or 
administer the school.  The co-directors are Evelyn Litwin and Barbara 
Hutchinson.  They support the CCRA position. 

Our concern is with entry to and egress from the property via Spring Valley 
Road to Jones Bridge and via Woodlawn to Connecticut.  These concerns are 
shared by the Chevy Chase Valley community. 

Both CCRA and the nursery generate considerable traffic involving older people 
and children: 

There are many senior citizens who are members of the club, and the 
majority of the members have children of various ages. 

The nursery is for children from ages 2-4.   It operates 5 days a 
week, 12 months a year, and has no busses.   Cars come & go all day long 
on the following schedule. 

In Out In Out Out 
9 am 11:45am 12:15pm 2 pm 3pm 

We oppose options D & G: 

Adding a lane on southbound Connecticut (Option D). This would require 
crossing four lanes to turn left to Woodlawn from northbound Connecticut 
and left from Woodlawn to northbound Connecticut. 

Having a mandatory right turn onto Jones Bridge from southbound 
Connecticut (Option D).  This would require crossing the lane from 
Woodlawn in a short distance to continue south on Connecticut. 

Adding lanes to eastbound Jones Bridge Road (Option G).  This would 
require crossing seven lanes from Spring Valley to get onto southbound 
Connecticut. 

2 

We also oppose any consideration of eliminating the median break on 
Connecticut and Woodlawn.  Vehicles will need to turn left to Woodlawn from 
northbound Connecticut and left from Woodlawn to northbound Connecticut. 
A signal at the intersection would add to the safety of what is now an 
unnerving turning experience as wel'D as slow traffic to a speed approaching 
the speed limit. 

No matter what option is finally selected, hiker/biker access between 
Connecticut and Rock Creek Park should be available. 

I would now like to speak for the Hamlet Citizens' Association.   The 
Association is opposed to any general rebuilding of the Connecticut-Jones 
Bridge intersection because it would encourage rezoning in the commercial Lake 
area  (Option G).  We are already faced with the prospect of a special 
exemption being made for the HHMI. 

C^R 
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QUESTIONS  AND/OR  COMMENTS 

Contract  No.   M  600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue  (MD Route 185) &• a 

Interchange Reconstruction                                   "*^ ^-n 
PDMS No. 151114                      W 0^5 

Location/Design Public Hearing ^'c0 

Monday, November 16, 1987 - 7:30 p.m. to 
S   03: 
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PLEASE 
PRINT 

.DATE ii /«§*? 

CITY/TOWNC^ytj    QC«^_- STATF /^D ZIP   CODE_£^2~__ 

I/We wish to comment or Inquire about the following aspects of this project: 

Response  to Citizen  Letter  #59: 
(Lois  & Martin Snyderman) 
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]    Ue oppose relocation of the east bound beltuay ramp t'rom Kensington 
1    Parfcuay to Conn Oue. because: 

• the' expense inuolued is unnecessary; 

• traffic northbound on Kensington Parkway is not unreasona) and 
occurs primarily during a short period late in the afternoon - the 
arguments about children not being able to cross, except at that time 
are falacious; 

• most of the SHft arguments are specious at best (for example, the 
issue about poor uisibility for cars entering onto 495 ... no 
euidence was prouided to support this "claimed" situation (I'ue used 
the ramp many times uith no problems), nor uere there any facts 
prouided to establish uhethersuch claimed uisibility is the cause of 
any accidents); 

• mouing the traffic to northbound Connecticut mould create a truly 
untenable situation (from the standpoints of driueuay access and 

I noise) for those homeowners on the east side of Connecticut north of 
I Jones Bridge. 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is  the proper action. 

Uhether or not a decision is made to relocate the northbound ramp to 
Connecticut Rue.: 

• Option B should be implemented, uith all traffic, north and 
southbound, controlled by traffic lights on Connecticut flue, to provide 
gaps in the flow of traffic along Connecticut and Jones Bridge so that 
those of us who liue in the area can safely get in and out of our 
driueuays or sidestreets; 

• Options C,D,E,F and G should be rejected; 

• No fourth lane should be added on either side of Connecticut 
fluenue; 

• There should be no taking of property; 

• Jones Bridge Road should not be widened; that would create an 
intolerable situation for those residents, nursery school parents and 
Recreation Association members (ouer 500 families who use the pool- 
June to mid-Sept - and tennis courts - March to Nouember) at the end 
of Spring Valley) exiting Spring Valley and attempting to go east on 
Jones Bridge. 

• Pedestrian walks should be added to the safety islands at Jones 
Bridge and Connecticut to facilitate crossing Jones Bridge on the west 
side of Connecticut; 

• Truck traffic except for local deliueries should be prohibited on 
Jones Bridge Road, clearly a residential road, a prohibition which 
would also reduce truck traffic getting onto Connecticut flue. 

0«<-» 

/.! .(. .  ... /  • 

l: Option B, consisting of modifications to the eastbound Beltway 
to southbound Connecticut Avenue exit, will be further 
evaluated during final design. 

Options A, C, D, E, F, and G have all been dropped from 
further consideration. No widening is proposed along Connec- 
ticut Avenue and construction will be completed within 
existing SHA right-of-way and, where feasible, within exiting 
curbs of Connecticut Avenue. SHA will request that Montgomery 
County evaluate the need for a traffic signal at the existing 
Spring Valley/Jones Bridge Road intersection. 

During final design, provisions for pedestrian access will be 
evaluated, including consideration of a sidewalk along the 
eastside of Connecticut Avenue. 
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QUESTIONS   AHO/0-3  COMMENTS 

T t Contract No. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue ,MO Route 185) 

Interchange Reconstruction 
PDMS  No.   151114 

Location/Design  Public  Hearing 
Monday,   November  16,   1987   -   7-30  p  m 3 

NAME 

PLEASE     Arl 
PRINT ADDRESS. 

Alan H. Grant 

3208 Woodhollow Dr. 

Nova.-nber JZ0, ^G£ 
-DATF 77    tP^m 

CITY/TOWN. 
Chevy Chase, 

-STATE. 

• /We wish to commen, or Inqu.reabou, the .ollowlng aspects o, ,h 

Md- ^895- 
2IP   CODF    ""^ 

is project: 

I   strongly  object   to Option  D  of   ,-h^  plan_ 
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"Hum   l.lipui LdiiLlv 1 |I,I    i;  i   I,;  
only     serve     to     ^i;,rJ!'rI^7^-Clll'J'-^iLuL  A^.   will 

-Br.dge   Rd.   to  tAli^y^^^^^S^°I^__ 

Mng  LislT* ^_^--> • •'-   ••-»  CD  Please  add  my/ouf name(s) !o  the Mailir 

O Please delele my,our namelsl from  the Mailing List. 

•Persons  who have received  a  CODV  ol  ihi»  K,„^^ n •  
on  the project Mailing  List. ' Brochure  thr^Igh  .ho mail  are  already" 

Response to Citizen Letter #60: 
(Mr. Alan H. Grant) 

1. Option D, and any widening of Connecticut Avenue, has been 
dropped from further consideration. 

-2> 
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3810 Woodbine St. 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
November 27, 1937 

o 
m 

o-c-o 

'•Cf-O. 

—.-on 

P.of Box n/l0Pment Divi"on 
Baltimore, MD 21203 

• State Project #M600-101-37b 

Dear Sir: 

REi 

anH +K'   
ut the increased truck trlfriZ        ^ amonS other 

fndin^a
0^eStion ^ noise'pollutlon'whi^ £???""«»* Avenue 

anH +v.     ''"c increased truck- +T-=ff^ „ ='U""S oxner 
tfi^e--— -d noise pSL^'M SfS^SI^- 

landscapiL^trees^nf Kblished r^idential area with ho,  •-, 
state of%f^nTsho^h\Tpr0of

uShiC? ?heVy ^ i? '^"t^ 
alternatives to widen C^cM^S^v.^'Sr^^.^m^ 

K^^^SSr* ?=« assay 
parents made the commenl^gen tha? thefunn"36^3 to "hoo" ^ 

concerned that it remain so?.   lastlnS impression. We are 

Response to Citizen Letter #61: 
(Jeanine and Phaon B. Derr III 

Construction of the Beltway entrance ramp from Connecticut 
Avenue is projected to result in approximately 170 to 370 
additional trucks per day on northbound Connecticut Avenue. 
Because many of these projected "new" trucks are already 
illegally using Kensington Parkway to access the Beltway, the 
actual increase will be less. 

SHA fully supports the residential character of Connecticut 
Avenue, but in view of the inappropriateness of major 
interstate traffic on Kensington Parkway, believes that the 
relocation of this ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue is the proper action. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanine and Phaon B. Derr III 

-§ 
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Alice Taylor Davis _,- - 
3800 Williams Lane   ' U-'    ' 

Chevy Chase. Maryland 208 up* fUf-Zp-gf- 

fr^-^t "PUU-^ /7x^y(^  ^^^ ^^ 

<• ' • t-C £? 

Response to Citizen Letter #62: 
(Ms. Alice Taylor Davis) 

1. SHA appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposition 
to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connec- 
ticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this document, 
SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential impacts 
associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

SHA supports the residential character of Connecticut Avenue, 
but believes that the relocation of this ramp from Kensington 
Parkway to Connecticut Avenue is the proper action. 

-£> 
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THOMAS MIIIER RSCKNACEL 

3706 WOODBINE STREET 

CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815 

The  State  Highway  Administration 
Project   Development  Division, 
P.O.Box  717, 
Baltimore,   Maryland   21203 

Dear   Sirs: 

— rn;o 
•<r-o 

November  28,   1987tO    cnot" 

=   3: 

Response to Citizen Letter #63; 
(Mr. Thomas Miller Recknagel) 

Re.: State Project #M600-101-370. 
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As a 
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dust gene 
ness and 
raging in 

resident 
:ticut Ave 
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i which i 
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of Chevy Chase Section 5 living close 
nue, I would like to register my great 
dditional truck traffic on Connecti- 
s projected as the result of implemen- 
xenced project. Even now noise levels 
nue exceed Federal standards and the 
existing traffic is a major cleanli- 
ry problem. To compound this by encou- 
ruck traffic is unconscionable. 

If, as I understand, continued use of Kensington 
Parkway as an access route for north and east bound 
traffic entering the Beltway is no longer an available 
option, then I believe the alternative selected should 
be that least likely to cause any increase in traffic 
or congestion on Connecticut Avenue and to involve the 
least displacement of existing homeowners. To my mind, 
the proposed Build Alternative together with Option B 
appears to offer this. 

Construction of additional lanes is not warranted 
if an adequate traffic light is installed on Connecti- 
cut Avenue as proposed in Option B. Additional lanes 
could only lead to increased traffic. 

Sincerely yours. 

Thomas M. Re nagel '-^ 

Potential air and noise impacts associated with the Build 
Alternative were discussed in the Environmental Assessment. 
These impacts are not expected to be significant. Please refer 
to Sections III.B.4.d. and e. of this FONSI for a summary of 
these impacts. 

2. The Build Alternative, with Option B to receive further 
consideration during final design, is the Selected Action. 

3. No widening is proposed along Connecticut Avenue. 

^ 
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83CS Spring Vallw R0=a 
Chevy Chajo, hd. 20S15 
"•oveEber 23, 1937 

Stats Hi^hvroy Administration 
OzZicz  of Planni.-irr and Fr-'lini-,»rv 
Box 717 " ' " •* 
Baltir-.oru >.d.  21203 

ungir-.eoriaa 

Response to Citizen Letter #64: 
(Mr. Frederick W. Lawrence) 

Subject:  Contract I'o 
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contract Ko.   K S00-101-37C Unterstita  Rout-  ^S/Co-^r-i,.^ 
avonue   (KD  Route  135)   laterchange  ^construction;   VDMSIO" 

Before" tha  Beltway ra',  builT  tr  f^cl-"  "  m°5e
r
th2a  a  SMorati^. 

backup   at  Jo-e!  nridr-X  So^'n!0^'   la:l0 *oaaxn^ton  ^arkwey with A.K. 

orical   traffic  on  roof.  135.     Ko  w-dof  th°  i~"S?t0n  P;1tV:ai' hi3t- 

- sue, op^ioTi; ^m^-^J"^.?0*s: ^.U^IT"''; 
-•^ve  Lor car. -.,-u re ov, a 1^,= fro^ ;«„»<••> Vcr ;„  "'^ "t ^'--^cticut 

1. SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

35 as :Taz  dono there. 

will  SUfL^avv 5oad-%W",:«na
f^

t"ic?"« for .ovea  that 
they consider suchVr^jLuItlo" ^»^ton ParX,«y.bef«ro 

fyx&iA Ut? 
Frederick VJ. Lavrenc 

-& 
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Response to Citizen Letter #65: 
(Ms. Mary Anne Tuokey) 
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TJc^^ '4^— v^^j ^r^^ 
SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

^ 
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JOHN W. RIDENOUR. Ill 

The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 November 26, I987 

Response to Citizen Letter #66: 
(Mr. John W. Ridenour, III) 
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Re 1  State Project #M600-101-370 

To Whom it May Concern: 

As a life long resident of the area and as property owner 
and tax payer, I am adamantly opposed to the proposed re- 
location of the East Bound Ramp to the Beltway from its 
current location on Kensington Parkway, to Connecticut Ave. 
This would be the first step in the destruction of the residential 
character of surrounding neighborhood communities. 

?ur -traffic problems would only be grossly magnified by this 
insensitive proposal, increasing truck traffic and accompany- 
ing dirt and sound pollution to the point of situating home 
owners and their families in a deleterious and dangerous posi- 

As it is, one can see the direct impact of the current traffic 
load on the surrounding neighborhoods, with the trucks which 
roar up and down Connecticut Avenue, with no apparent ack- 
nowledgement of speed regulations or awareness of the pedestrian 
saiety.  Children, commuting back and forth to local schools 
are sometimes forced to run for their lives when attempting to 
cross six lanes of Connecticut Avenue, let alone any incretse 
ot lanes and the accompanying speeds and danger. When park- 
ing on Connecticut Avenue in the Lake, to attempt to patronize 
local businesses, I suffer the constant onslaught of zooming 
trucks and cars making it life threatening to open my car dtjor 
and forcing occupants of the car to crawl to the other side "of 
the car for fear of having the door and our selves smashed by 
the unrelenting streams of speeding vehicles. 

Any proposal to further increase this use of Connecticut Avenue • 
could only be a result of lobbying from land owners and com-   • • 1. 
mercial entrepeneurs seeking monetary gain. 

Please protect the center of our society and community.-bvTprn- 
tecting the quality of family living^ —^— 

In view of the tremendous impact on the residents of this 
community, we wouath suggest a referendum on this proposal. 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

The Selected Build Alternative will increase northbound 
traffic volumes along Connecticut Avenue between Jones Bridge 
Road and the Beltway: except for a minor increase in truck 
traffic, no increases in traffic volumes are anticipated along 
Connecticut Avenue south of Jones Bridge Road. 

SHA fully supports the residential character of Connecticut 
Avenue, but believes that the relocation of this ramp from 
Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue is the proper action. 

4. The Selected Action strictly addresses the inappropriateness 
of major interstate traffic on Kensington Parkway - no 
widening of Connecticut Avenue is proposed. 
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LINDA A. RIDENOUR 
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The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O. Box 7I7 
Baltimore;; Maryland ,, 21203 

Response to Citizen Letter #67: 
(Ms. Linda A. Ridenour) 

November 26, I987 

DZAzfth',?}***  Project #M600-101-370 

To Whom it May^Cbnc'ern:       ..:'"•' 

^a
+^

ife :Long Jesident of the are'a and as prope'rty owner 
and tax payer, I am adamantly om^Prt to the P?opoLd?e- 
^T °f *e East Bound RLP to the Bel^ay l?om its 
This would0^1?^0?^^31^01? Parkway. to Connecticut Ave. 
.KaSo 2   ^ the tirst  steP in the destruction of the residential 
character of surrounding neighborhood communities.    resiaential 

"l!!^!^1! prnh1p,,l^: wn":l-d °"^ *°  fr-osslv mamifiArt by this 
iS dirt InrtPl£P0Hal,,^ea8i"s tTUCk  tr^fi= ^ accompa^y- 
o^ers and th^?^ P?^utl?n to ^e point of situating home7 
owners and their families in a deleterious and dangerous posi- 

iLrt*•3;^118 Can S!? the direc*  ^Pact of the current traffic 
rotr uS £t  ^"0^^g neighborhoods, with the trucks which 
^wL^L  * °T  Connecticut Avenue, with no apparent ack- 
nowledgement of speed regulations or awarenesS

Pof the pedestrian 
f^f H" .9hlldJen. commuting back and forth to local schools 
£S,» «? T" f°r«en  t0 "^ for their live= "hen attempt?^ to 
of !Les Jf ?S   Connecticut Avenue, let alone any incr^fse  ' 
?L ^ r V>    .accompanying speeds and danger.  When park- 
TS?»? *Coi?nectlcut Avenue m the Lake, to attempt to patronize 
t?SS, =8rtneSSeS' i.suf?er the constant onslaught of zooming 
^ ^ " Cars maklns lt life threatening to open my car dfor 
the-car fSr ?e^Pa?^ ^  ^l^  t0 CraW^to tl« oth^ side »* 

— the Sn?Pfpn+f   ?f.hav3:n§ .«ie .door _and our selves smashed by 
the unrelenting streams of speeding vehiclesV'•••*Axi--.- - --..'.i- .-.-•. • 

- couiron?^^ furt!}!r increase this'use of'Connecticut Avenue 
mere?*? iLlt       reSUlt 0f .lol^Vlng Trom land owners and com-  ' 
merciai entrepeneurs seeking monetary gain. 

T^f3! Pr°teCt th! 0';nter of 0"r society and community, bv pro- 
tecting the quality of family living. " 

In view of the tremendous impact on the residents of this 
community, we would suggest a referendum on this proposal. 

See response to Letter #66. 

MtiAtLA^^ 
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JAMIE S. GORELICK 
3713 WILLIAMS LANE 

CHEVY CHASE. MAR VI.AND SOHIS 

December 1,   1987 
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The State Highway Administration 
Project Development Division 
P.O.   Box  717 
Baltimore,  Maryland    21203 

Re:     State Project t M600-101-370 

Dear  Sirs: 

I live between Connecticut Avenue and 
Brookville Roads, south of East-West Highway  I 
am writing to oppose the proposal to widen 
Connecticut Avenue and to allow trucks on 
Connecticut Avenue.  Clearly, turning Connecticut 
Avenue into a major truck thoroughfare will 
completely change the nature of Chevy Chase. The 
elementary school is on the other side of 
Connecticut and a truck route in between will make 
it impossible for children to cross. Moreover 
the traffic on Connecticut is already quite  ' 
congested, forcing commuters onto our residential 
streets and increasing noise pollution.  I urge 
you to maintain the residential nature of our 
community.  Please do not act to widen Connecticut 
or permit trucks on it. 

Sincerely Yours, 

cc:  Village Council  *] '.;'; I 

JamJ/e S.  Gorelick 

Response to Citizen Letter 068; 
(Mr. Jamie S. Gorelick) 

SHA fully supports the residential character of Connecticut 
Avenue, but in view of the inappropriateness of major 
interstate traffic on Kensington Parkway, believes that the 
relocation of this ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue is the proper action. The selected build alternative 
does not include proposals to widen Connecticut Avenue. Trucks 
would, however, be permitted to use the new ramp from 
Connecticut Avenue. 

^> 
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3il9 ;.iccdbine at. 
Chevy Chase, i'-d. 
KCT. 25, 19C7 

Response to Citizen Tetter  <69; 
(Mr.   Jack Estepp) 

Steta I-iishuay Adnir.. 
frcject aevaicpsant Oiv. 
¥.C. 3cx 717 
BaltiEcre, I-xt. 

Gentlsnan: 

I have juat learned that there i. a plan tc relocate the ra=p 
fcr the taltJay at Ccnr.ectiout iva.    This «y H.claie uiderung cf 
existing streets and result in acre traffic. 

I uculd like tc register ny cppcsiticn tc'any change. 

I h-ve lived at the comer cf Connecticut Ave. and •'"dbine 
St. for about 15 years.    "Jhan 1 first n.cved here xt w.^quote dzff-. 
icilt to enter Cokecticut ive. boc-uae of traxi.c    g^^^ 
ts-a riming and evening.    Traffic bxa increased ^ it is e..n ..o.a 
difficult.    Tr.us acst  cf the tico 1 u^s 3rcc'.cviiie Hcu. 

Also I believe that the heavy traffic on Conr.ecticut res-alts 
in .any accidents,    in nearly ail the ecciiants  ^ ca.s £. ^s 
slew, the drivers appear tc ^ ^^ -e W,  out s^o^ ^^ 
cr. off the street,  it starts tc ra^n,  cr m..- J.S -<-•= 
ii S^ic and an^acciient occurs.    On at least L,o occasions   ...a c_ 
ca^:^  tc  3tcp in rjy i•--"* 

,ith tv.s increase in population in the area,  I do not believe 
there is any^asy .ay to alleviate the traffic problcn.    A ainor 
Change in a ranp to the beltway will be of no use al   .11.    J^J8-* 
uae of highway coney uould be fcr a majcr change such as routing 
interstate traffic around ..'ashingtcn. 

1. SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. 

The traffic problem being addressed by the Selected Action 
concerns local traffic's access to and from the Capital 
Beltway: a joint Virginia/Maryland study of the feasibility 
of the Washington Bypass is currently underway - it is not 
anticipated that this study would result in significant 
changes on traffic volumes along this portion of the Capital 
Beltway. 

Sincerely yours. 
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John J. Mathias 
8812 Connecticut Ave. 

Chew Chase, Karvland 20315 

November 23, 1987 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
Office of Planning and Preliminary 

Engineering 
Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

DECEIVED 
•VOV -i 1987 

•; 17% ^Cc Of 
Wttwaax 

1-495  -  Connecticut Ave.   Interchange    tp'^rn 

< 
I 

M 
U) 
to 

Dear Sirs: ^        r£ 
CO 

I hereby submit my vnritten statement in connection with the public 
hearing on the  1-495   -   Connecticut Avenue Interchange held on Monday,   November 
16,   1987 at North Chevy Chase  Elementary School.     As  I noted at  the hearing,   I 
am a member of  the council  of the  Chevy Chase Valley Citizens Association 
("CCVCA")   and the owner and resident of the home  at 8812 Connecticut Avenue  in 
the affected area.     I have lived there since 1963,  prior to the opening of the 
Beltway,   and an the newest of the residents of the group of homes facing on 
the west side  of the Avenue  in this  area. 

The  oral presentations  at  the public hearing dramatically illustrated 
that  the "build-  alternatives are,   pure and simply,   the taking of property and 
property values  for private  interests.     In addition to CCVCA,   three other 
Connecticut Avenue neighborhoods  and the Chevy Chase Recreation Association 
opposed the  "build" proposals on the grounds that they create serious safety 
problems  and adversely affect  the  residential character of Connecticut 
Avenue. 

Although North Chevy Chase  argues vociferously about its  safety and 
convenience,   it  is notable  that  it  itself will only agree  to the ramp 
relocation,   if the  State builds   it a new,   expensive  "Green Road"  for special 
egress  from that neighborhood.     They  insist on this despite  the  fact  that  it 
would be  far less expensive  to remove some of their street barricades and 
allow local  traffic  to access Jones Bridge Road through their community,  with 
a left  turn provided at Connecticut Avenue  for southbound access.     The  left 
turn signal could not be any more disruptive on Connecticut Avenue  than the 
new Intersection and light  necessitated by the  "Green Road."     It  is a fact 
that North Chevy Chase would prefer  the  "no build"  alternative,   rather than 
the removal of their barricades  so that a small amount of local  traffic might 
access Connecticut Avenue  through their side streets.     Their 
"personal-convenience-at-any-cost"   attitude certainly belies  the necessity for 
removal of the  rarep  from Kensington Parkway. 

Response to Citizen Letter  #70: 
(Mr.   John J.   Mathias) 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is  the proper action. 

The   Selected   Build  Alternative   does   not   include   the 
road"   (Option A). 

"green 

^** 
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Chevy Cha« ahn   ^  «"«nly share the concerr. of Che residen-.s of Bo—. 
n.^K     t Safe-y condici°^ on Kensington Parkvav.  Being close 
neighbors, these conditions affect us and our faaiUes as well  Such «f.r 
problems could and should be addressed bv less expensive and less disruntve 
. asures. including sigr.alization. better enforceLnt. better r^pghti- 
• ce.  The solution is not to make Connecticut Avenue, which is alreadv v-,-l'v 
more hazardous, into an unlivable Beltway Junior. ' 'S-ly 

hlghl^illuforv ^r "» ClC:d ^ SHA " SUP?0rt ltS "build" *l=«natives •» 
vlrtuallv evlll-   I     .ueavlnS ^op- which is cited as a problem is found in 
L^H. ,  every lnI:e"n*nge on ^  Beltway, most of which have a far hiehe- 
put in a ^"i^"1 th«.Co•«"«« Av.nue interchange.  In its pla^ yof^uld 
rr!ff?   !? i""rsectl0n. with a traffic light, and cross-over left turn 
traffic, which win be far more hazardous.  We have already had numerouf 
serous accidents at the similar intersection created in 1981 when you moved 
the otner ramp from Kensington Parkway.  You will also create new pedestrian 
and vehicular hazards for people living on both sides of the Avenue 

lanes ofatraf?rCially ^ ^ endanSe"d-  *»/ "i" "— « cross'seven 
o^v^  ^   t   •   0ne 0f ,:hem <:on^""°"sly moving, to get to and from buses 
playgrounds, church, school, and other functions.  Moreover, under Option D' 

£Ub£a\ln"nd,e2 "^^ Che Safety 0f a SldeUalk' f« People to usetoge^ to bus stops and for other walking in our neighborhood.: * 

nmvf^ w^^ lane souchbound on Connecticut Avenue, with nearly continuous 

S5  *J   "? traffiC " JOneS Brld6e R0ad- Wil1 ""se unacceptable 
Conn^^  f "mpl.cely Isolate the Chevy Chase Valley community.  The homes on 
Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road will be the most grievously affected 
but the entire neighborhood will be severely' impacted.  ThS homes on the 

egress.  There will be a continuous stream of traffic past our homes and 

Brid«aRo;d ^4 S .C
1?

aP^aUSed by the green ^^  for »«tbound Jones 
Avenue IZ  J  fflC1

WlU of!er Poetically no respite for the homes on the 
oulllL f r       

ly,n0ne f0r ChOSe  0n Jones Brid8e R°^, or for the people 
Avenie8,^  " OUf/f Spring Valley Road-  Mor««.t. on the Connecticut 
clueht It     •  ?VKn " We 8et OUC 0f OUr "^W  •' «!««• "reets. we will be 
caught 1„ a right tun. only lane. We'll have to go to Wisconsin Avenue or 
take a dangerous U-turn on Jones Bridge Road in order to go south  The buses 

on v 3 Et^ ••rlrlVrobl- g««^ *«*  ^ **  .oSthbouaS fllw? wi h omy 3 lots between the bus stop and Jones Bridge Road. 

Furthermore, your plan to widen Connecticut Avenue will require taklrz 

whicTar   P0"10-0" °f o« ^ont U•. including many trees and Subs. 
which are essential in the fight against noise and air pollution, and which 

wil Xrethg hOrh0Od a d"lrable' cl°"-- Pl«- " live.  This'deprivation 
win alter the basic residential character of Connecticut Avenue. 

,,J,„J
t 1S a}S0  hIShly doubtful that your so-called Improvements will aid 

with lLOU       ? AVenUe-  YOU are creat:ln£ a ^w road-block, and accident zone, 
more traffr ^""^^  and li^t.     It is highly questionable whether any 
more traffic will get through the Jones Bridge Road intersection on a given 

F     70 

Citizen Letter 370 continued: 

During final design, consideration will be given to the 
provision of a sidewalk along the east side of Connecticut 
Avenue as well as additional pedestrian measures. 

At the Jones Bridge Road intersection, the three southbound 
traffic lanes would be shifted east to permit the provision 
of a right-turn lane at Jones Bridge Road. The provision of 
a traffic signal on southbound Connecticut Avenue at the new 
Ramp B-l intersection will create traffic gaps in southbound 
Connecticut Avenue and should not result in the isolation of 
the communities in the northwest quadrant of the Kensington 
Parkway/Jones Bridge Road/Connecticut Avenue interchange. 
Furthermore, during final design, SHA will request that 
Montgomery County evaluate a traffic signal at the intersec- 
tion of Spring Valley Road and Jones Bridge Road. 

The Selected Build Alternative does not require any widening 
of Connecticut Avenue, to the maximum extent possible, all 
improvements would be completed within existing curb lines. 

^ 



70 Citizen Letter <70 continued 

light cycle.  Bu; if a fev extra cars do sanage to get to the intersection anc 
pass through, they won't have any place to go.  The East-Uest Highway 
Intersection is far wcrse than Jones Bridge Road -- traffic already backs up 
through Chevy Chase Lake, and takes several light cycles to clear.  Until SHA 
can address the Connecticut Avenue corridor on a more universal basis, it 
should avoid patch-work proposals that will only make things worse. 

Finally, in view of the failure to offer any true imprcvement to 

Connecticut Avenue traffic, and the failure of the proposals to address anv 
real safety problem, especially pedestrian safety, in a practical manner, "the 
SHA should not consider taking our land, and decimating our property values, 
solely to Increase the property values of residences on Kensington Parkway. 

You refer to a 20 year comjnltment to North Chevy Chase as your primary 
Justification for the build proposals.  We other neighborhoods can cite to an 
over 30 year commitment.  We bought and built our homes in reliance upon your 
original plans and your construction 

No widening is proposed along Connecticut Avenue, either north 
or south of the Jones Bridge Road intersection. Levels of 
traffic congestion at East-West Highpay are anticipated to 
remain as they are today - congested. 

Sincerely, 

y^f-^^e^? 

< 
I 
M 
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IMo    UXDt'c // Ri^^L.     ) fci) 21'c   CV^   (oMV. ?Vtl 

Section S 
of the Village of Chevy Chase 

P.O. Box 15140. Chevy Chase, Md. 20815 

DEAR'~RESIDENTS 

IS   &Ifc fcbAsL,   W^KfcC- "ifetJLv. JUAU   Ccau^pQ^Ct^ Ig- 

THE HA^fet^ATE ^^Y^^INXSUATXONJ IS 

CONSIDERING RELOCATING THE EAST BOUND RAMP TO THE BELTWAY 

FROM KENSINGTON  PARKWAY TO CONNECTICUT AVENUE.     SEVEN OPTIONS 

ACCOMPANYING THIS BUILD ALTERNATIVE HAVE BEEN STUDIED RANGING 

FROM ADDING UP TO TWO  (2)  MORE LANES ON CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

BETWEEN JONES BRIDGE ROAD AND THE BELTWAY TO WIDENING JONES 

BRIDGE ROAD AT CONNECTICUT AVENUE. ALL OF THE BUILD 

ALTERNATIVES WOULD PERMIT TRUCK TRAFFIC USE OF THE RAMP WHICH 

NOW CURRENTLY IS PROHIBITED FROM KENSINGTON PARKWAY. 

Response to Citizen Letter #71: 
(Ms. Lisa B. Parpereter) 

THE COUNCIL IS CONCERNED WITH THE IMPACT THIS WILL 

HAVE ON OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. THE ADDITIONAL TRUCK TRAFFIC IS 

PROJECTED TO BE AS HIGH AS 370 TRUCKS PER DAY USING 

CONNECTICUT AVENUE. NOISE POLLUTION ON CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

ALREADY EXCEEDS FEDERAL STANDARDS AND ADDITIONAL TRUCKS WILL 

COMPOUND THAT PROBLEM. THE WIDENING OF ONE SECTION OF 

CONNECTICUT AVENUE COULD EVENTUALLY SPREAD TO OUR SECTION 

TAKING OUR TREES AS WELL AS FRONT LAWNS. 

SHA fully appreciates the strong opinions expressed in opposi- 
tion to relocation of the ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue. As discussed in Section III of this 
document, SHA will undertake actions to minimize potential 
impacts associated with the Build Alternative. In view of the 
inappropriateness of major interstate traffic on Kensington 
Parkway, however, SHA believes that relocation of this ramp 
is the proper action. No widening is proposed along Connec- 
ticut Avenue. 

IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THIS SITUATION PLEASE 

WRITE TO 

E HIGHWAY ADMINIS
- 

THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 

P.O. Box 717 
BALTIMORE,   MD      21203 
RE:     STATE PROJECT #M600-101-370 

o/l -COL &^2^li 

Cbuj CIKXW 

3£oo iWli-fcLUeccd! 

THE     STUDY    CLOSES     DECEMBER    4,     1987. YOUR 

CORRESPONDENCE    MUST    BE    RECEIVED    BEFORE    THAT    DATE    FOR 

CONSIDERATION.     PLEASE SEND  US COPIES OF YOUR CORRESPONDENCE. 

y/id.   ft&aae. CouvccC 

^ 

*? 



72 

8806 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase,  Md.   20815 
December  18,   1987 

State Highway Administration 
Baltimore,  Md 

< 
I 
M 

This is in reference to the current plans to move the 
Capital Beltway entrance from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Ave. 

In my statements at open hearings and in my correspondence 
to you on this subject I have previously indicated my opposition 
to the proposed construction, and I stand by that assessment.  It 
seems, however, that the SHA has committed itself to making some 
changes at this exit.  This letter is to suggest options that 
will minimize the disruption to the residents in the area and 
will at the same time give most effective relief to traffic 
problems. 

In order to move traffic between the Capital Beltway and 
Connecticut Ave. the best options seems to be one that involves 
moving the inner (eastbound) lanes about fifty feet south of 
their present location, and moving the outer (westbound) lanes 
about the same distance north.  The necessary space for these 
moves can be obtained by closing the present entrance and exit 
ramps.  These moves should give enough space to put four lanes of 
entrance and exit traffic from and to Connecticut Ave in the 
middle.  This would mean exiting to the left and entering from 
the left, types of entrance and exit that are frequently seen in 
other parts of the Interstate Highway System. This move would 
eliminate the necessity of cross traffic between entering and 
exiting traffic on both the Beltway and Connecticut Ave.  It 
would mean that only one traffic light location would be needed 
on Connecticut Ave.  It would mean that widening Connecticut Ave. 
would not be necessary. 

While it is obvious that the no-build option is the best one 
that faces the SHA (provided the SHA will make some improvements 
to Kensington Parkway), it does seem that any of the build 
options that are under consideration are not as good as the one 
suggested here.  I hope that you will consider this option. 

Sincerely yours. 

Frederick W. Lawrence 

cc: Delegate D. Robertson 
Park and Planning 
Montgomery County Council 

Response to Citizen Letter #72: 
(Mr. Frederick W. Lawrence) 

1. The considerable modifications suggested by Mr. Lawrence do 
not seem appropriate in view of the recent public funds 
expended to widen this portion of the Capital Beltway to 4- 
lanes per direction along the existing alignment. Furthermore, 
the provision of left-hand exit ramps are not in keeping with 
the general character of the Capital Beltway (which consists 
almost exclusively of right hand exit ramps. Only a few 
instances of entrance ramps on the left hand side (i.e. in the 
median) are evident. Mr. Lawrence's proposal of entrance and 
exit ramps to Connecticut Avenue from the Capital Beltway 
median would, in the opinion of SHA, result in unsafe,traffic 
operations. The Selected Build Alternative does not include 
any widening of Connecticut Avenue. 

3^ 
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>!r. Neil J, Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning a Preiiininary Ene. 
Scace Highway Adtr.in. 
Box 717 
Saltiiwre, yarvlani 

21203 

Dear >tr. Pedersen, 

RECEIVED 

CIStCM;. 0.7ICE C. 

We are residents  of North Chevy Chase Village and have 
lived on Kensington Pkvy.   for 18 years.    However, I air. an Chevy 
Chase native  and have  lived  here  in the area most of my life. 

Seedless  to say,  vhen we moved on Kens.  Pkwy., the traffic 
was nil and   traffic has  become more  than 10 times  in volume.     I remember 
when the  Beltaay was  built there were two beautiful homes allowed to 
be  built on the  Beltway land.     So they moved the two houses down 
on Connecticut Ave.   and  one  of then is the rambler close to the Beltway. 
This was  purely idiotic of the  State Roads then and is still a problem. 

We all know that politics played a big part of placing the 
traffic through Kens. Pkwy.    We have fought this for years and no one 
seems to care.    The  residents who live behind us live on nicer quiet 
streets while we here  on the Pkwy.  are  their buffer. 

We were unable to attend the last hearing at S.C.C. school 
because of illness and  that is why I am writing now.    The noise in front 
of our house  goes on constantly and the pollution is so bad that we were 
forced  to put in air conditioning and must keep the windows closed.    Where 
we do open the windows  in summer in the rear of the house, tte pollution 
is  thick with yellow dust. 

My sons have  had  three cars damaged and were,almost killed out 
In front of our hone  because of the  speed and reckless driving.    We have 
always had trouble  getting in and out of our driveway.    We have witnessed 
several killed  by our home  and  have  had  to call the ambulance numerous 
times for those who have  had accidents. 

The sign "No Trucks" means nothing.    We have many dump trucks 
coming from all the  building in Bethesdd and car carriers and too many 
trucks to mention.    The police  are often stationed outside my house but 
they never ticket the  trucks.    However,  they earn the  State plenty of 
noney by the  tickets  they give  within an hourl    The-minute the police leave, 
the  cars  sueed up to their  50 mph in a 25 mph zone.    Nothing seems to slow 
then dnv-.. 

Response to Citizen Letter #73: 
(Mr.   & Mrs.  Carl  Peterson) 

^ 
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Citizen Letter 073 continued: 
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Our ?kwy._ looks  like a raceway with signs all over Che 
place and  noi.-'they have  put crime  light so the  cars ca- go faster 
anri  not-rrriss  the corner  (namely death corner). 

>/ 
When are  the residents of Kens. Pkwy.  going to be considered 

It is impossible for us  to cross the street because of the speed of 
the  traffic.    As a handicapped person, I could not cross to catch a 
bus even  if  it were   free. 1  guess I vould  just be a splash of 
blood on the  Pkwy.  and  they could clean it up. 

I don't think it is fair that the residents on the other side 
of Connecticut Ave.   have   such an imput in the decision of the ramp.     The 
residents on M.C.C.   side  of Conn,  don't have any more trouble  getting*" 
out of their driveways  than we do and  not as much.    There are  very few 
houses on Conn,  and  only two homes do not have private driveways entering 
froa Kenilworth Ave.  besides entering tnto Conn.    I believe you should 
check this when you survey.    As you know,  no home  faces Conn. Ave.  on 
the other side  and  they have nice quiet streets over there. 

Also Connecticut Ave. was always a main thoroughfare and 
people who bought homes there knew it at the time they purchased their 
homes.    Kensington Pkwy.  was always and  is supposed to be a residential 
street and not many homes have  been built since the Beltway was built. 

Ve  have  travelled all o6ver the U.S.  and have never seen a Pkwy. 
or Beltway in a big city leading into a residential street at 55 mph. 
I would like  to have you consider all this when you finalize your plans. 
This problem has gone on for years and it seems that we here on Kens.Pkw. 
are    here  for the  convenience  of the State Roads Com. and travellers. 
Dirt you know that we could  legally block off Kens.  Pkwy?    This  street" 
is in violation of Federal Hwy. regulations. 

There  is much more  to say but in closing, I hope you will consider 
giring Kensington Pkwy.  a relief from the  noise, traffic and trucks  that 
have made our lives  unearable at tiroes.    Traffic isn't going to get better  
it just increases nO'matter how many roads you build.    Yam You are welcorae 
to come  in ray house  and  stand  in my yard just to monitor the noise and  i 
traffic of the  constant speed of cars. 

Thank you for listening to my opinion and Cod bless you on your 
decision to make everyone  satisfied. 

The Selected Build Alternative will remove all interstate 
traffic from Kensington Parkway and address the issues raised 
by Mr.   & Mrs.   Carl  Petersen. 

^/7>t 
Sincerely yours,   /T^Ji 

s-~Srs. Carl Peterson 
8909 Kensington Pkwy. 
Chevy Chase, Maryland,20815 
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BOABD OF MANAGERS 

EPHRAIM JACOBS 

BURT SCHORR 
y«r CHmrmnt 

DAVID L WINSTEAO 

JOHN D. TALBOTT 

MARCOT W   ANDERSON 

PATRICIA S. BAPTISTE 

WALTER SHESLE 
Sottttmtmbrt 

CHEVY CHASE VILLAGE 
5906 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

CHEVY CHASE. MD. 20815 
TricphMW t54-T)00 ARTHUR G. LAMBERT 

CMMM* 

DAVID R. PODOL5KY 
AtaamM Comatl 

ROY A. BURKE 

CkmfofPeGn 

LEONARD C. HUMPHREY 

November  16,   1987 

< 
I 

Mr. Michael Snyder 
State Highway Administration 
9300 Kenilworth Ave. 
P.O. Box 327 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 

re:  State Project No. M 600-101-370 

Dear Mr. Snyder, 

At its regular monthly meeting on November 9, the Chevy Chase 
Village Board of Managers considered the various alternative 
suggestions for improvements to the beltway (495) interchange at 
Connecticut Avenue.  We are sensitive to the concerns of the 
Village of North Chevy Chase regarding the volume of commuter 
traffic using Kensington Parkway, especially in light of our own 
volume and speed problems on Brookeville Road.  Nonetheless, we 
would urge the State Highway Administration to adopt the "no build 
alternative" position at this time. 

Our reasons for this position are twofold:  first, the 
projected increase of truck traffic on Connecticut Avenue would 
have an adverse impact on the residential character of that street 
in Chevy Chase Village, and could have the effect of encouraging 
increased traffic on the already saturated Brookeville Road.  Our 
second reason for urging the "no build alternative" at this time is 
a concern over the timing of changes at that intersection as they 
might impact the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Master Plan which is 
currently in the process of revision.  It would be unfortunate if 
land use changes which could destroy the residential character of 
the entire area were made as a result of road improvements 
designed to protect the residential communities surrounding the 
intersection. 

Accordingly, until the final adoption of the revised 
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Master Plan, any decision regarding 
improvements to the beltway interchange may well be premature at 
this time. 

-73, 
ffb/ A.   Burke 
City  Manager 

RECEIVED 
N0V 181987 

Oisuict #3 Office 
State Highway Administration 

Gre«nbelt 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Otftc* 3f Dlitncl Cnginaar 
StaM HtQlwar Admntitrauon 
HOOKanllHonn A.anu* 
P.O. Soa )!> 
C**nb*ll. MaryUnd   10770 

UJI.  HOI/ A.  8u/ifee 
C-lty ManageA. 
Chzvy Cftaie V-UZage. 
5906 Conne.<Lticut Avenue 
Cfieuy Cham, MaA.yZa.nd      208(5 

Pecembe/i 8,   1987 

Richard H. Trainor 
SecratarY 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

CO    ^«S 

""I '—\ 
CO. 

Re:     InieAitaXt. Route. 495/   , 
Ha/urtcuui Route 185 Inte/tcfcutge 
Uontgomviy County 

VeaA Mn.   BuAfee: 

Tkli o^-tce -u in .teceip-t o$ yowi Novembe/i 16,   1987 lettui urging the. State. 
HighMay Adm4*uAtA.ation to adopt the. "No-Switd" aZtziuwtlve. ijct -die iz^eA-enced 
•LnteAchange. pioject ptanning itudy. 

We appJizciatz the poi-ition o& the Chevy Chaie VilZage and ihall .include youA. 
comments in OUA pioject necoid &it.eA ion. iutu/ie comidenatlon.. 

Thank you £01 taking the time to advi&e ui o& the opinion o& the Village Boand 
o& ManagesiA. 

US:lc ,, 

JLCX    \Kn.. UZAJL Pede/uen [u)/attach] 

RECEIVED 
DEC 11  1981 

„,      0ISE:T0S. DfFICt OF 
nmm s fsamiNABr mmms 

My telephon* numbar is iinif      Z20-7111 

RAB/lc 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 585-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5082 Sta«w»lde Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St..   Baltimore,  Maryland   21203-0717 •e 
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Council of the Chevy Chase 
Valley Citizens Association 

3909 Montrose Drive 
Chevy Chase, MD  20815 
(301) 656-8770 
November 25, 1987 

Hal Kassoff, Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD  21203 

Dear Mr. Kassoff, 

November 16, 1987 was a date long anticipated by the 
residents of Chevy Chase Valley.  After laboring for almost two 
years in order to ensure adherence to the process specified bv 
the Maryland Action Plan for projects of this type, we were 
finally going to "have our day in court," via a public 
hearing.  We decided to eschew discussion of the "back-room- 
deals (see attachments) that had attempted to deprive us of 
this right and decided rather, to focus on the facts and issues 
immediately pertinent to the SHA proposals for Connecticut 
Avenue and 1-495.  Irrespective of the past history of this 
project, we persisted in our view that a public hearing would 
provide an opportunity for rational examination of a problem 
and evaluation of possible solutions. 

Wrong again!  We keep forgetting that one of the many 
alternatives available to the SHA is to fuel the conflicts 
between communities by taking sides rather than acting as an 
impartial mediator.  Why should the SHA adopt this posture? 
That's the million dollar question which the citizens of the 
Chevy Chase area continue to ask in ever-increasing volume. 

The "public hearing" of November 16, 1987 was an example of 
the home-team coach acting as referee for a game being played 
according to his own rules.  We protest the conduct of this 
hearing and are forced to an obvious conclusion.  The so-called 
hearing was staged to justify a set of engineering plans which 
are very basically flawed.  As chairman of the proceedings 
Michael Snyder overstepped the boundaries~of the gen»rany' 
accepted format for public hearings and refused to allow the 
official representatives of the Chevy Chase Valley Citizens 
Association (CCVCA), such as the Council and our attorney as 
well as the representative of the Coalition on Sensible 
Transportation (COST), adequate time to present their testimony 

Maryland Department ofTransportation 
State Highway Administration 

December 24, 1987 

Ms. Mary Anne Berberlch 
Council of the Chevy Chase 

Valley Citizens Association 
3009 Montrose Drive 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20816 

Dear Ms. Berberlch: 

Richard H. Trainor 
Sscratary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

O 
m 

— ms> 
•<r-o 

2 

s 

an impartial and objective manner C      "" 0W technlcal w°rk »" 

40^•^ ^TVt^LX"^ t*"•', 0f the CO"ldo' «»•«- 
Parkway ramp,    i am sure that no amn^,    t° "locate the Kensington 
of technical data, nor chanee the '«« ^ <•    ^ WlU y,eld any better set 

divided.    There te no sS r.lht   "" """ fUbl,c oplnlon ,s very "harply 
issue of pro's and con's^ which varv «h   "I8 ^    " l8' ,nstead' a «»mplM 
which one' tov^tot^^*^*•*•*; ?>—* '« 
effective engineering measures that «,. .."7.. ""^"""ve of logical and 
concerns.   This ,s o^r %££?£%*"» Z'^XZ*? "< 

ECEWED 
j=C -? 198V 

WSSM » hi"in'"DBITOBK     MV ,elephone numb" " ^ •-IM-[ 

383-7555 Brtlmor. Metro^'Jes^M OC   M«,»M WPX.,5^ 
707 NWth c.,,^,0^DB^^H

Mrs;M,;rX"-V,•^
so038-^o?,r,,'9 To" F'M 
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Hal Kassoff 
November 25, 1987 

testimony.  Neither Mr. Snyder nor Ms. White would provide a 
""^"forward answer to direct queries concerning time 
We of th^rrvrf r  UP •? the ^^^^nt of the proceedings! 
We of the CCVCA Council, Mr. Hessel, our attorney, and Mr 
Vratanc of COST do hereby lodge formal protest concerning this 
most recent attempt to undermine our efforts to protect the 
rights of the residents of Connecticut Avenue and Chevy Chase 

Mr. Snyder's improper conduct appears to belie a basic 
anxiety on his part concerning the feasibility of the SHA 
aesign plans, which are found to be sorely deficient when 
examined from a cost/benefit perspective. 

t-ho rf?• tI?e be9inni"g. Mr. Snyder has repeatedly stated that 
the relocation of the Kensington Parkway ramp to Connecticut 
Avenue is only possible if the queue of cars in the Avenge can 
be reduced to allow for the resultant cross-over function! 
Therefore, the Build Alternative is absolutely dependent upon a 
widenmq of Connecticut Avenue!  Any widening of Connecticut 
Avenue, in addition to creating increasingly hazardous 
conditions for pedestrians, bus commuters, and the residents of 
direct?vaSe ^lley'.would "reak horror upon those homls located 
2i«c"y on1

c°nn^ticut Avenue in the area to be modified.  Why 
does Michael Snyder believe that he has a right to inflict such 
destruction upon the property and quality of life of the 
Connecticut Avenue residents?  Why does he continue in his 
determination to implement the relocation of ramp H whatever 
£M_co|t?  Is the SHA prepared to offer current, full market 
value for every home on Connecticut Avenue in the area of the 
planned reconstruction? The residential function of these 
homes will be so severely impaired as to make this a necessary 
consideration in estimating the cost of the project necessary 

*„ 0f Ia,t,e' we do not even hear the oft-repeated justification 
withoutM"10"'10" 0ffered by MiChael Snyder' "I »°n-t do it without some improvements to the intersection."  Clearly no 
justification for this plan can be found in terms of an 
improvement to the intersection of Jones-Bridge Road and 
Connecticut Avenue  It is obvious to even the casual observer 
that cars are gndlocked all along Connecticut Avenue, 
wh?^ y' the1

reVieW 0f the East-West Highway intersection, 
can£ foS °  ? ^cently agreed to by Mr. Snyder on November 4, 
calls for including both of these intersections in a 
comprehensive study of the Connecticut Avenue corridor  Such a 
B«»r!!r aIe? 0f study" was recommended earlier by the Planning 
?oHnfj?  "/"PPorted by every residential community along 
Connecticut Avenue north of the District line.  These nine 

December 24,1987 

Ms. Mary Anne Berberlch 

Page Two 

Let me assure you that a decision will be made in an impartial, objective 
manner, taking Into account sound engineering principles, as well as the 
concerns of all affected communities. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 
'-•-"'- i'^SSCFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/t 

cc:   The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 
Secretary Richard H. Trainor 

bcc: Mj*' Mike /hyder 
ytlr. Nell Pedersen 

^ 
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communities are united in opposition to any widening of 
Connecticut Avenue.  Clearly, Mr. Snyder has become hopelessly 
entangled in a nightmare of his own creation. 

We support a wider area of study for the problems of 
Connecticut Avenue of which the relocation of ramp H is but a 
minor component.  If ramp H can not be accommodated within the 
confines of existing Connecticut Avenue, the attempt at its 
relocation must be dropped in the larger interest of 
maintaining the residential character of Connecticut Avenue. 
We call upon you to assign another engineer to take charge of 
this larger project.  Clearly, Mr. Snyder who is wedded to 
band-aid approaches is not up to the job. 

We believe that the concerns of all Connecticut Avenue area 
residents should be addressed equally and that special 
agreements with special interest groups should be scrupulously 
avoided.  Mr. Snyder has been found deficient in this 
particular regard as well.  We call for an open-minded approach 
to problem solving in the matter of auto and pedestrian travel 
in the down-country area.  We urge a more creative 
participation by the SHA in this process. 

The Council of the 
Chevy Chase Valley 

cc:  Governor Schaefer 
Secretary Trainor 
Senator Schweinhart 
Delegate Robertson 
Delegate Sher 
Delegate Wiser 

MLH/6310R/8157 

Citizens Association 

6310R/8153-1 

V3 



caments on your dalibeiatiaa 

Moveiber 24, 1987 

Mr. Mlrftael Snyder 
District &igineer 
I&ryland state Highway Mministratim 
9300 Rculwrtli Avaua 
Post Ottiae Bat 327 
Greenbalt, MJ   20770 

Dear Mr. Snyder: 

I havo written this letter to offer to you sv 
of the 1495/CBinecticut Avenue iaprovenents. 

Hi,• ^ Spje<:t "ailinj "st far Oils project, am found your printed 
SS2L      ?^te!' Whi£il ^^ sta" »»"«» to oe to be botTSo^SS and 

yocaltermtea were so very sensible,    ttadia repeats of dlOTtetottiS 
sensiljle plans leaves ss in awe. ^^ ^ •=B 

Bi^'ri^l^ rasiden?: of Sntgoneiy CBunty. I drive over taenty thousand ' 
S5i£f £2? ^ "f l0Cal rDad3' " I hoM two jets, atterd^t^SSfgo 

traffic and roadways frcoi ny use of our local roads. ^n-a « 

Av^ ^J!?1 lm* ta•31* »*«> y»r plans of reexnfiquring the ttmecticut 
S^J^f^J^ S,:af''3 P13" to cancel the iSp r^. (eastbouni 1495 
tonOTttoo^Q^cticut Avenue) and build in its pla^a^singSterioay 

w? if^J^?' Practlcal' and aost of aU safety-enharcira proposal.   DM 

^S^thy?L,:^,y^L^t far *stbou^ «» tosSSSnd^Stic^ 
^r^l^Li^-^le.VEhlcU stoage is ideal as a oodel for eastbouni I49S 
St^^a^f^l^?"-. ^ acMed lanes for Cc^ec^^^95 

toStor* L^Sr^ ^^S* ?iers",9ton Pariaay traffic signal would <to nub 
to erfianca aeration of this u^artant stretch of roadaay. 

^f1Ssr^i,nS ^ tZJUL•*10"' "^"^ «"^*ered Nmm attibxto 
^d^i^SSiS 2^ K?6*- ^."S*" h** •*««- »^htily in safety anoquality-of-afe bm the canoellation of a nultitude of needed fedlity 

rooatnesetaTnectiajt Avenue uiterdiango inprovenents, as due the patient aid 
safety-ja^ardized citizens of the KtastajteTftitaay Lea. ^ 

S^,-^ S^^ "f 1?Vtiest to !«=• sensiMe inprovanents have rade a 
SfSS? ^S10" «» ^v- on a very busy majcrhigtoay, within intes of an 
i^Sf?^?"37-   P16^.110 «* P«»iC the semSSU of a fe» score of 

or taaisanos of the traveling public. 

IJULZH f^^} to do iiy share of sacrifice, as my hone is in the 
WcrahirB townhouse develcpaent, tAlcb will reside near to the ICC.    I lot* 
toward with relish the advantages in safety and travelin, tir. that thTiac 
wiU bring, and feel the tradeoffs substantially favor buildinj ncre roadS» 
n?,- •^!,•    J 9• "P tor 21 years within three blocks of I49S a«l 
ttuversity Boulevard, and proooity of these highways did not bother ay family 
on. bit,rather we were pleased by the convenience such a sitaatioi provided 
to mr txavexinj. *^ 

76 

lhank 
ludc 

taWng the tine to review ny ccnneits; 
project. I wi£b you the best of 

2831 Sfeppertcn Tterraoe 
1 Sfiinj, M)   20904 

301 / 236-6888 

IVED -OicL. 

MQV 2 •: 1987 

Oisirct #3 O.'Hoo 
State Highway Admin^raUa» 

otett    „^^_ ^^^mb 

Matytand Department ofTranspottation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
S«cmarv 

Hal Kassoff 
Admimsiraior 

Otfie* at Cliinct EmunMr 
SUM Kiumr Wauoistraaaa 
1100 XctBtOWU AlMM 
P.O. itm Jl? 
CrMtioaM. MwyUiM   lafra PecejnoM J,   f9J7 : 

Mt. GAzgoly L. VinoAdi 
2S3I ShqppuUon Tvuui.cz 
SUvdA. SpsUng, Maryland. 

Via*. M/t.  Vinandi.: 

20904 

 .    O 

Re:    trvtlAitate. RotUt. 495/ 
Ma.it/land Route f85 I>i<etc/iang'e 
Mortfgomuuf Counttf 

b^i oite^ue ojtht. Siatz Hlghoai, XdaUUt-vxtia*. P-w/ect P^UUM\tudu 
<U thz .xzivunczd •utfvichan.ge. ^m^ 

I anticipate a ieciiion being made, by ikt State Higftway KdmUiitAiUian. ovtA 
tfte next <seu£^ morlt;u 0„ ^e dl^poOXixm oi thiiTpiufitat.       <nu^Mn ov(ul 

^yett^^a"•*'1*4 a'te ^^'^ WPMCAjUid and -Mil be modi a. pv* a{ oat 

Ttotfe you again io^ tailing the time to exp/ieAS yocw thought* on thi4 matte*. 

MSUc 

' ttt. Weie Perfauen fw/attach) 

RECEIVED 
DEC 10 1987 

0.1,•. "Wttnn, orncf« 

My tstophon* numbtr is pni)     ZtO-lin 

tut  T«>. a ... T«l«ypBwrlttr tor Imptlrtd Having or Sp««d« 
joa-f 393 Baltimore M«tro - 585-0431 O.C. Mstro - 1-800-492-5082 Statawlde Tdl Free 

TQ7  Ncrlh  Ca|y>rt   St..  Saltlmer*.  Uarvland  21103-0717 
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KBSVT AXV BOWTTX 

November 30, 19ST 

Mr. Hil Eassoff 
State Highway Administrator 
P.O. Bo* 717 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland   21203 

Re:     State Project i M600-101-370 
Northbound Interchange Connecticut Are. and 1-495 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Dear Hat 

I know that you need this like you need a hole In the hea* but eneloMd please 
rowla copy of a newsletter which we have received from our Village CouneO here in 
Section i of the Villaga of Chevy Chase. 

Linda and I live on Connecticut Ave. at the comer of Connecticut and Leland 
St.. some two blocks south of East West Highway. Any additional truck traffic on 
Connecticut Ave. would not only destroy our peace and tranquiUty. but would undoiitedlr 
ruin the neighborhood and also the entire area of Chevy Chase. 

The State has lived up to virtually all of its promises as far as Kensington 
!?JL"TJl "ncemed. All northbound traffic has been taken off of the Parkway. Afl 

northbound traffic from 1-493 has been taken off of the Parkway. AD southbound 
trame fron 1-493 has been taken off of the Parkway. There only remains a small 
siretch of perhaps some 200 yards allowing those individuals going north on Connecticut 
Ave. to get onto 1-493. At the present time, trucks are banned. It is very seldom that 
this ban is ever broken because Kensington Parkway itself is a narrow, two lane road. 

t i«. However' ,'" very ""ch afraid that in the event a new northbound entrance to 
I-49S were constructed by the State Highway Administration, it would mean that truck 
traffic would go up Connecticut Avt in order to get to the Beltway goiiw eaitbound. 
Even a prohibition against truck traffic on this ramp will not stop the trucks if the ramp 
is as I believe it is designed to be, namely wide and convenient. 

Accordingly, would you please add my voice and the voice of Section i of Chevy 
S?^,-2 protest, and I certainly hope you can see fit that if this project can not 
oe killed completely, you can at least delay it so we have a chance to organise and 
study the impact upon our community. 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
November 30, 1987 
Psge Two 

Count,' C^S^o^0 ^(,T^v.eIeled,0cfenrtC'^ ^^ "» »—« - the 
«- position of the citlze^Tof Stettai!?£' ' h0pe theT • nt to »W* 

Best personal regards for the coming new year. 

Very truly yours. 

^ 

VLC/pw 

Enclosure 

Victor U Crawford 

Maryland Department ofTranspoitation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Traingr* 
Secretary "~'£ 

Hal Kassoff 
Admrntslrator 

December 29,  1987 

Re: Contract  Mo.   M  600-101-370 
Interstate  Route   495/ 
Maryland  Route   185 
Interchange  Reconstruction 
PDMS No.   151114 

Mr. Victor L. Crawford 
101 North Adams Street 
Rockville,   Maryland     20850 

Dear Mr.   Cca^ford: 

rBi0^
n^yOU for.your recent letter concerning the proposal to 

to ?•n!^?* ""tln3 Capital Beltway ramp from Kensington Parkway 
rh» «•£?? ^Ut  ^venue-  Your coments will be included as part of the public hearing transcript. 

ronnJ5^h? ?orthbou?d to eastbound Beltway ramp is relocated to 
Connecticut Avenue, it would be constructed according to State 
"^"ay Admxnxstration design criteria, providing a safe means of 
'"!?! t0.t5? Beltway-  Our analysis of truck traffic in the 
~•???V?dlCate? that if the ramp is relocated and trucks are 
permitted to use it to access the Beltway, there would be an 

vear 20?0   2  t0   • ^^  *  dar 0n c°nnecticut Avenue in the 
»««?*£;   J

eXEeC,t: that the actual "U'nber of additional trucks 
numh^ %  tV"t  th- ^OWer en<1 o£ this ran9e because a substantial 
l^t    0£h

trUCk? '10late ^e restrictions on Kensington Parkway 
today.  These Violations were noted by State Highway 
Administration personnel during field reviews. 

,-„„< J^i v£«the co"I!,en5s received concerning this project will be 
««! 5? be£°re a final decision on what action, if any. the 
State Highway Administration will take. 

HaJ.  Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 

Mv Wlephon* number is (3011 TT^-llIt 

i.-i  ,... „.,.. T«)«yp«wm«r for Impaired Hearing or Sp««cft 
3S3-7SSS Bammor. MJro - S.S-04,, 0 C  M„ro . t-800?4„_S;„ MtmMm rM FrM 

707 North Calvert St.. Baltimore. Maryland 21203-0717 

^ 
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SectJmiS 
of the VOhte of Cbcrj dan 

P.O. Box 15140, Chevy Ouse, Md. 20815 

THE    HAHYLAMD    STATE    HIGHWAY    ADMIHISTRATIOM    IS 

CONSIDERING  RELOCATING THE EAST BOUND RAMP TO THE BELTWAY 
FROM KENSINGTON PARKWAY TO CONNECTICUT AVENUE. SEVEN OPTIONS 
ACCOMPANYING THIS BUILD ALTERNATIVE HAVE BEEN STUDIED RANGING 
FROM ADDING UP TO TWO (2) MORE LANES ON CONNECTICUT AVENUE 
BETWEEN JONES BRIDGE ROAD AND THE BELTWAY TO WIDENING JONES 
BRIDGE ROAD AT CONNECTICUT AVENUE. ALL OF THE BUILD 
ALTERNATIVES WOULD PERMIT TRUCK TRAFFIC USE OF THE RAMP WHICH 
NOW CURRENTLY IS PROHIBITED FROM KENSINGTON PARKWAY. 

THE COUNCIL IS CONCERNED WITH THE IMPACT THIS WILL 
HAVE ON OUR NEIGHBORHOOD.  THE ADDITIONAL TRUCK TRAFFIC IS 
PROJECTED  TO  BE  AS  HIGH  AS  370  TRUCKS  PER  DAY  USING 
CONNECTICUT AVENUE.  NOISE POLLUTION ON CONNECTICUT AVENUE 
ALREADY EXCEEDS FEDERAL STANDARDS AND ADDITIONAL TRUCKS WILL 
COMPOUND  THAT  PROBLEM.    THE  WIDENING  OF  ONE  SECTION  OF 
CONNECTICUT AVENUE COULD EVENTUALLY SPREAD TO OUR SECTION 
TAKING OUR TREES AS WELL AS FRONT LAWNS. 

IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THIS SITUATION PLEASE 
WRITE TO: 

THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
P.O. Box 717 
BALTIMORE,  MD      21203 
RE:    STATE PROJECT #M600-101-370 

THE    STUDY    CLOSES    DECEMBER    4,     1987. YOUR 

CORRESPONDENCE    MUST    BE    RECEIVED    BEFORE    THAT   DATE    FOR 

CONSIDERATION.  PLEASE SEND US COPIES OF YOUR CORRESPONDENCE. 

^id.   /tt&aget C.m0££t- 

nil- 
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WEI I .BRC 
ArroftNCVSATLAw 

Surrc aoo 

1350 HtW YOHH AVCNUK. N.W. 

WASHINGTOM. O.C 20003-4797 

U02)«2g.iOOO 

TtLTCOWtW (ZOII €Za tOlt 

November 24,  1987 

^.""ySn """""""""^ 
*       MAMVLAMO Omc« 

surrc 909 

"OO WISCONSJM AWCNUC 

aCTHCSOA. MQ 20«M-««0« 
Ooi) aam-om%* 

Nell Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 

Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Bo* 717 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

Re: 
XS-'SL'S =^^5/co—"- *-» 

< 
I 

Dear Meil: 

I M^rlXiS'tS'JE: ?:^ *— v-"«y "tizens Association, 
State Gove^ment lrticl^rJhee2aUrv?anSd^S10-614 0f the 
to receive copies of doo..•f-^    Mfry}an<» Code.    I would like 
AdministratioS'I  (SHA? SS?H! r!jatln! to the State Highway 
Reconstruction. consideration of the Interchange 

other do?u»2ntS9i"^e coursl of Si-?^? Pro-P*!""' «"« 
considering it. Please «n2• de»eloPin9 a proposal and 
However, ylu miy eiclSd. •BI« "S^lf" 2£ the3e do<=«»ents. 
which I already h"e- P        0' the fo"o«ing documents. 

The environmental assessment. 
The green  "brochure.* 

.): 

WtiMin. MeCArrRrr, BROOSHT & KAPLAK, P.C 

Neil Pedersen,  Director -2- 

RECEIVED 
NOV 27 BW 

'""WJPifljKDunataiaai 

November 24,  1987 

3. The noise study. 
4. The air quality'study. 

"      I!!riw£?i? analysis memoranda that you s'ent to me earner  this month. 

I thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

3. *UiX— 
Mark Hessel 
Attorney for 
Chevy chase Valley 
Citizens Association 

MLH/3at/6270R/8153-l 1 

MaiyfandDepartment ofThnsportatiott 
State Highway Administration 

RICHARD H. TRAINOH 
Secratary 

HAL KASSOFF 
Administrator 

QEC 2 3 1987 Re: Contract Mo. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/ 
Maryland Route 185 
Interchange Reconstruction 
PDMS Mo. 151114 

Mr. Mark Hessel 

lalo-^w^^ue3"^7 ^ KaPl»n- P-C- 
Washinaton. D.C.  20095-4797 

Dear Mr. Hessel: 

0ecem^era
5r

ri9t8i?aietterrre^„t?-bOth 1°°* No'e^«  24  and 
Xnterstat. Route  ^^y^Ti^ Jg^iS KSS^S^ 

the P^cen^rL^^^Vc^^n""/:^ dOCUaent P«P-red in       • 
selection Proc...     S^hl. SJS^    hr0"ah "* con»ult.nt 
consultant  services »er. oiL!?    i ^J*' ProJect.   "ll  ths 
contract.,   and ^'r^rlZ^U^^^'o^ ^'^ 

.2ree^thr^^^r,1%e%%r
1
r»«t..nT bitten record of th. 

1960-s  concerning the te»2««„ 9 !     th'  a»re«»«nt.   made  in the 
of Kensington Parkway.       ^"^ natUre o£  th« raBP» onto  and off 

P-rtiMnt'd." concerninI%Mre '•?* 70U COpie" of  "11  o^.r 
th. vibration.  s^Iy wMrt il .?^J"Ct;   •*S*,,t  foT the rePO" of 
addition.1 in^irul S^'^SrS0^ It £?££."' 

NcIL J. FEDZRSEN 

Meil j.  Pedersen,  Director 
Office of  Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

HJP/ih 

Attachment 

cc:    Mr.  Michael Snyder 
Ms.  Louis. Goldstein 
Mr.   Loui. H.   Eg..   Jr. 
M».   Su.  Ellen Whit, v 

My telephone number 1. 

J4J-T55S 8*tlmor, Umn^XliZTXfZ InvtU** HMrlne or 3p*«* 
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AnQntcra AT LAW 

I SUITV aoo 
1330 Nnr Tom AVCHUI. H.W. 

December 5,  1987 
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Mr. Neil Pedersen 
Director 

0"^C^e
,r^nnlng and "•»"*»"* 

707 H. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

Rei 

sunv^o. 
AMTOWHtAt^ 

V>00«ISCONSM •mm 
^.r^uo^ MO Km*4*o* 

-ir-a — 2^3 -cr-o s ^^« 
a 

OX3 
2 

< 
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.TSI'SSS; S^*—*4-* *— interchan,. 
Dear Nell, 

Village of Nbrth Che~ Ch«. ^ ^y Ad»fni»<='a«on made to th. 
Beltway acceaa rampal* r""'.f? the "'^ 19«0,» regarding SI 
this comltaent"";! interested in kno„I„g exacUy what 

Under1CS!chhthriiltwaynr^JS3"S,,,<>n? fis•««» th. compromls. 
that jouc office ha! aLeaa^ ^!.0rl9inaily baUt»  I "sum. 
documentation.    Dnder Sect?n^,??w" -f ""• '"levant 
Article of th. MiryHnl a"°" i^L•f?- ""' ^'""""t 
<»' any written comiitments U L^t toz,aallr requesting cople. 
relating to  this matter In*      •""Promises made by the SHA 
conaitments. and any ^cument. that refer  to oral 

Please refer to SHA response 
on previous page. 

**^ 

*<&• 

mnt*. MCCATRCT. Bdoosur & KAPLAN, P.C 

Mr. Neil Pedersen December S,  1937 

coop^atio£,U Very ^UCl, t0Z *"" °ontinaln1 courtesy and 

Sincerely, 

Mark Hessel 
Attorney for  th. Chevy Chase 

Valley Citizens Association 
M19R/8153-1 z 

^r^s 
^ 
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Norman Christeller, Chairman 
Montgomery County Planning Board 
H-NCPPC 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring. Maryland 20910 

Dear Mr. Chrlsteller: 

;     <2.-o 

The members of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Citizens Advisory Board are 
writing to you about an Issue that is extremely Important to the residents 
1L tlltfZV*.        Ai!5U?,.Wf,^h ?" 9enerated a  great deal of controversy, is 
o.T»   ? Highway Administration's proposed changes for the Connecticut Avenue- 
aeitway Interchange. We understand that on December 3 the Planning Board will 
be reviewing this and and transmitting recommendations to the State Highway 
Administration. s 

«. » ^f *dv1sory Bo8rd meters urge that both the Planning Board and the 
State Highway Administration take a closer look at the broad Issues impacting 
tfte entire Connecticut Avenue corridor from the Beltway to Chevy Chase Circle 
For example, the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Master Plan Update is now in process and 
It remains to be seen as to how the Plan will address the Connecticut Avenue 
corridor. If the residential nature of that area is reconfirmed by the 
S!  TL      

W01,'d 1mpa<:t severa1 of the options being considered by ... 
5HA. Those options that allow truck traffic on Connecticut Avenue or that 
would Involve widening lanes at the expense of residential property or access 
to residential neighborhoods would not be compatible with the Intent of the 
Master Plan. 

In addition, there are several undeveloped parcels of land in the 
Connecticut Avenue - Jones Bridge Road area. Any future development in this 
area will certainly impact traffic capacity along the avenue. A wider study 
of the Connecticut Avenue corridor which would include safety and traffic 

the 

Maiyfand Department ofTransportation 
State Highway Administration 

RICHARD H. TRAINOR 
Sacratary 

HAL KASSOFF 
Administrator 

DEC 29 6S7 

Ms. Jane B. Lawton. Chairman 
Bethesda - Chevy Chase Citizens Advisory Board 
Montgomery County Government • 
7815 Voodmont Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland  20S14 

Dear Ms. Lawton: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your December 1st letter 
to Mr. Norman Christeller.  I would like to take this opportunity 
to clarify soma of the issues you raised in the letter. 

The proposals discussed at the public hearing held on 
November 16th, concerning th» relocation of the Capital Beltway 
ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue, were 
developed because Kensington Parkway is a local road maintained 
by the Village of North Chevy chase.  Though there are numerous 
residences along Connecticut Avenue, Maryland Route 185 is a 
major State highway. 

At present, trucks are permitted on Connecticut Avenue, but 
prohibited on Kensington Parkway.  By the year 2010, if the ramp 
were relocated to Connecticut Avenue, an additional 170 to 370 
trucks per day could be expected. 

Before any decision is made, we will study the recommenda- 
tion of the Montgomery County Planning Board, and consider 
carefully the comments of concerned citizens and organizations. 

We appreciate your concern and thank you for your comments 
and suggestions. 

}—UJ~     K 

OZtil — 

Sincerely, 
ORIGIIW. SIGNED BY: 
HAL KASSOFF 
Hal  Kassoff 
Administrator 

tgb 

Vthenb-CliMry Ctioe Center 

781 5 Woodmont A»«n.ie. Hefh-^a. M,rvlln^ ?iai 4   *ni oo* i 

My t«l«phon« number la. 

T«t«typ«mitar for Impaired HMrtng or 3p««di 
313-7333 Stftlmor* M«tm - 583-0451 O.C. M«ro - 1-«0Q-«»2-S0M 3t««wl<!« Toll Ft— 

TQT North Calvtrt  St..  Saltlmora.  Maryland  21203-0717 

He appreciate the opportunity to share our consents with Jou. 

Sincerely, 

l/U^t- kcuiW)*^ 

CT !*r Kassof. 

(J/ne E. Lawton, 
Chairman 
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John J.  y.aihias 
8812 CoT.nec~icu~ Ave. 

Chivy Chase.  KiryiAnd 20315 

So-.-e=5«r 23,   19S7 KECEiVEz 
Maryland Da?ar;aan: of Transporsacior 
S:a;e Highvay Atoir.isirazion 
Otfice  of Planning and Prellaiinary 

Engineering 
Box  717 
Baltimore,  Maryland 21203 

?ij.::,;:\: 

•'•"_Jz 1957 

cs rn 

Re: 

Dear Sirs: 

1-495  - Connecricuc Ave.   Incerchanes    ^Soi 

I h 
hearing o 
IS.   1987 
aia a nemb 
(-CCVCA-) 
die  affec 
Belc-ay, 
Che vest 

n the  I 495 my
c
Vrl"an "aceaenc i« ejection with the publij 

at Nor-h a^v ^    «Ue AVenUe In«rch^S- >«•" on MonLy,  NovaEber 
" of tL^   M"? 

E
v
leoen«r>- S^ol-    *« I noted at the hearing    I 

Ind  the ."^1; /-   ^  ^ ^^ VaX1^ Cle*"»« Asso=iati=; S' 
ted area    1  w    1 ?"       ^ 0f Che h0me " "" Conne"icuC Av«-« I* 
and ^"he  neva" oflhe'r":/1"" l^l   ^ "  the "^^ of ^h" 
side of the M- Le   L th^s" e   •" ^ ^ h00eS  ^"^ 0a 

chat Se6  -b^lS-"??.-;!:"" *• PUbHc "J6"1"? '"-"Idly illustrated 

Avenue. '   —aC- Che  ""^•'.tial character of Cor_-.s=ticut 

convenL^^c'L^^r r«?" r°/lferously abouc <"saf^ — 
relocation    If the  State b  ^ ,     1C"lf WU1 0nly a5r" " ^^ ^^P 
•gress   fro. chat ne^hborhood      £ * T"•   ^nsi^  •»"« «o«l-  foTspecial 
would be  far IM.•^!•^ * " ? ^ ""P1" the fa« ^^ ^ 
•How local  tra"ic HzZ    t0T

remove some of *•* «"et barricades and 
a  left  turn provded"- Conner0"" l^' ?"* thrOU*h thelr "•»it7.  »1* 
cum signal could no- C Connecclcu,: Av*• for southbound access.    The left 
new  lntf^«t°oi ,  H^!     • ^ m0re dls•?l:i" =" Connecticut Avenue than th^ 
chat North Che" ^^^""f^T ^ *'  "Green ROad-'    IC  ls a '•« 
the  removal ofzhTirt-^/" ?"    n0 build"  ^"native,   rather than 

access  Conne^Lt^r^rt^ir1 :idrs1irea:trt ££*  "^ ^ 

Maryland Department ofTrdnsportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

^Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Re: 

December 30, 1987 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/Maryland 
Route 185 Interchange ReSonstruction 
PDMS No. 151114 

Mr. John J. Mathias 
8812 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 

Dear Mr. Mathias: 

Thank you for your recent comments on the proposal to move 
the Capital Beltway ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue.  Your comments will be included in the public hearing 
transcript. 

The comments and concerns you have expressed will be 
considered in our deliberations leading to a decision on this 
project.  Before a decision is made, however, we will be doing 
further investigation of other options which will address some of 
the concerns expressed at the hearing. 

Very truly yours, 

Neil J. Pedersen,'Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP/ih 

Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 

My telephone number is (tni)    333-1110 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
38 3-7333 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5082 Staewlde Tdl Free 

707 North Calvert St.. Baltimore. Maryland 21203-0717 

^ 



^^^m  ^AS^H^B  sireVOTIi:ion^HRMksingnHWvay. 
neighbors,   ches«  condictons sffacc us  and our fiallies as well. 
problftQs  could and should be  addressed bv less expensivt  and less  dismocivt 
measures,   includLng sigr.aliiaEion.  beirer enforcement,  barter raop lighclng. 

The  sclucion is no;  to cake Conneccicuc Avenue,  which  is already vajrly 

s o* mmjt 
les* ^^^ 

Such saftcy 

• cc 
more hazardous in-o an unlivable  Sel: Junior. 
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Tne safety factors ciced by SHA Co support Its "build" alnmatives are 
highly  illusory.     The  "weaving loop"  which  is cited as \ problem is found in 
virtually every interchange on the Beltway,  aost of which have a far higher 
accident rate  than the Connecticut Avenue  interchange.     In its place you would 
put  in a new intersection,  with a traffic light,  and cross-over left turn 
traffic,  which will be far more hazardous.    Ke hava already had numerous 
serious  accidents at the similar intersection created in 1981 when you moved 
the other ranp  from Kensington Parkway.     You will also create new pedestrian 
and vehicular hazards  for people living on both sides of the Avenue. 
Pedestrians  especially will be endangered.     They will have  to cross seven 
lanes  of traffic,   one,of them continuously moving,   to gee  to and from buses, 
playgrounds,   church,   school,   and other functions.    Moreover,  under Option D, 
you even intend  co remove  the safety of a sidewalk,   for people to use to gee 
to bus  stops and for other walking in our neighborhood. 

A fourth lane southbound on Connecticut Avenue, with nearly continuous 
moving right turn traffic to Jones Bridge Road,  will causa unacceptable 
hazards  and completely isolate the Chevy Chase Valley community.    The homes on 
Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road will be the aost grievously affected, 
buc the entire neighborhood will be severely'Impacted.     The homes on the 
Avenue  and Jones Bridge Road will basically be deprived of ingress and 
egress.    There will be a continuous stream of traffic past our homes and 
driveways.     The  slight gap caused by the green light for westbound Jones 
Bridge Road traffic will offer practically no respite for the homes on the 
Avanue and absolutely none for those on Jones Bridge Road,  or for the people 
pulling  into or out of Spring Valley Road.     Moreover,  on the Conneccteuc 
Avenue side,   even if we get out of our driveways or side streets, ve will be 
caught in a right cum only lane,    tfe'll have to go to Uiscsnsin Avanua or 
take  a dangerous U-turn on Jones Bridge Road in order to go south.    The buses 
will «lso have a serious problem getting back into the southbound flow, with 
only 3  lots between the bus stop and Jones Bridge Road. 

Furthermore,  your plan to widen Connecticut Avenue will require taking 
substantial portions off of our front lawns,  including many trees and shrubs, 
which are essential in the fight against noise and air pollution,  and which 
make our neighborhood a desirable,  close-in place to live.    This deprivation 
will alter  the basic residential character of Connecticut Avenue. 

It  is  also highly doubtful that your so-called improvements will aid 
traffic on the Avenue.    You are creating a new road-block,   and accident rone, 
with the new intersection and light.     It is highly questionable whether any 
more  traffic will get through the Jones Bridge Road intersection on a given 

-2- 

.n'.l» ,.  . "^lO" cilcng our l«nd,   and decioaclng our propercv vilu«s 
».«ly t.  Incr^s.  ch. prop.rcy v.lue. of ntKUnc.. ol ^Won^.rWa"' 

lujtlflLMf'V* \20y*" ««»l="nc to Nor:h Ch.vy »•« „ your primiry 
Jo"rSo "« co^lS' ^"u T"0"1-    B« «»« n.ilhbcrhood, Ln All"?m 

Sincerely, 

S^ohn J/JKachUj 

2 



STomn of Ctfjeuy (Elfase 81 
(301)654-7144 

Sown Connrtl 

JAWf •- l>*rro»*. 9*, 9Utrm>m 
CAWir mtvtms. tnmn, 
CATMI* T1TVS. aMmafa 
Mil* WOL^. J*--|-,i 

Mr. NellJ. Petersen 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Hiqnway Administration 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 

Baltimore, Md 21203 

AMOWIA SIL«(*STONI 

November 29,1987 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Sca-tttry 

"Hal Kassoff 
Adminiitrator 

Dear Mr. Petersen.- 

in fMe cl,Tlrelifay- "n^ectlcut Avenue Is most y a residential street 

« «i^,&%5S?S,fflj^lS!tl>'decrease ^des!^ 

rSSSJ?'.1 ^veniJe'.t'1e P^ssure would be enormous to continue wfdenlnq 
MSXSlS&ft"*?t0 p.0Lnts further souUl •s would further undone tfte residential nature of Connecticut Avenue. unueimiiie 

CrMsK^onnfrMrn^i1' ^ ,mpaCte(1 ^ ^ POSSlMlltV Of the QTadC 
?rS!!?§.lt S'Crf,^1^1 Avenue Proposed by Montgomery County Ifa 
Maw'ItoaS. n9 ^ abandoned B» R'ght-of-way just south of 

toJPSi^tJJJfif IS?' rarnp
f
s at Conne<:tlcut Avenue and the Jones Bridge 

#££& S .•9i0«')1
P4r1c

t7
ay,[ntersection shou,d ^ not«» ma<Je at the 

r«n?,ie ?r ?ht?,ifJ<i?,t,v a' fn.n9 tne reS'(lentfal nature of Connecticut 
wider study and dialogue must take place. 

RECEIVED 
3£0   i;  J987 

c>r«v*c»*tf MO ao«-»-«»•• 

» o ao* •• MM 

Before further pursuing the idea of widening Connecticut AvenufT a maior 
study of Connecticut Avenue from the beJtw'af tenSevSciaScM W 
both safety and capacity should be undefWri Also rfontoOTwv Countv is 
currently undertaking a revision of the Bethesdai KoasTlSS Plav 

ivJLi^! uat,S? ^ recommendations for the updated Master PlSi These 
o ^w^,dJ,1,0£acomDrehenslveevaluationbyStafeandCoun y 
tK^a« a^OPPOrtUn,tleS f0r mt ,rom a,, affects "& ,„ 

Sincerely, 

William A. Wlldhack 
  Chairman 

December 30, 1987 

Re:  Contract Mo. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/ 
Maryland Route 185 
Interchange Reconstruction 
PDMS No. 151114 

Mr. William A. Wildhack, Chairman 
Town of Chevy Chase 
P.O. Box 15888 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815-0881 

Dear Mr. Wildhack: 

Thank you for your comments regarding the proposal to 
relocate the Capital Beltway ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue.  Your concerns for the overall effect of 
widening Connecticut Avenue will be considered as part of the 
decision making process.  Your letter will also be included as 
part of the official public hearing transcript. 

Very truly yours. 

oyuU ^  fjJ-viMv 

Neil J. Pedersen, 'Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP/ih 

Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 

My telephon* number is(ini)        333-1110 

Ttlatypcwrltw for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
3S3-7SSS Baltimore Metro - 583-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-49Z-50S2 Statewldo TWI Free 

707 North Calvert St.. Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

^ 
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December 11, 1987 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Offtte of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration' 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD  21202 

u#  ^r urn 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

The December 6 Newsletter of the Village of North Chevy 
Chase briefly mentions the proposal adopted on December 3 by 
the Montgomery County Planning Board to restudy the question 
of the beltway interchange at Connecticut Avenue with the 
suggestion that the 11 homes on Connecticut Avenue between 
Jones Bridge Road and the beltway be purchased and razed. 
The Village opposes the proposal. 

I am the owner of one of those homes and this letter is 
to let you know that I strongly support the proposal. 
Several other of the owners I have previously talked to 
would also support the proposal.  We only ask fair market 
value of our properties. 

The reasons are fairly obvious.  Not only will the 
future value of our homes w*M. be adversely affected, but 
also the quality of our life.   Some of the houses have no 
access other than Connecticut Avenue; trying to get in and 
out of those driveways will be extremely hazardous. 

I am sending this letter also to Mr. Christeller and 
Mr. Keeney of the Planning Board. 

I hope the Planning Board's request for restudy of the 
issue will be carried out. 

Sincerely, 

,*M 
wrw i< 

Robert B. Mehnert 
Helene A. Mehnert 
8917 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, MD  20815 
(654-7647) 

-^X-.» '." W-iv. vrfAw-.s ...•-_•. rf_ta.. • "kl'iVl'i-. •-» -* .-»•_• 

..•e? 

Re:  Contract No. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/ 
Maryland Route 185 
Interchange Reconstruction 
PDMS No. 151114 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Mehnert 
8917 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Mehnert: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the Montgomery 
County Planning Board staff recommendations concerning the 
proposal to reconstruct the Interstate Route 495/Maryland Route 
185 (Connecticut Avenue) interchange. 

We are in the process of studying that proposal.  We will be 
looking at the reasonability of purchasing all of the homes with 
direct access to Connecticut Avenue on the east side as well as 
the feasibility of providing alternative access for as many homes 
as possible. 

If we determine through our studies that relocating access 
or purchasing homes is feasible, we will offer to meet with each 
affected property owner before including this as an option for 
consideration.  We appreciate your letting us know of your 
support for the Planning Board proposal.  Please feel free to 
contact me or Ms. Sue Ellen White, the Project Manager, if you 
have any questions.  Ms. White's telephone number is 333-6431. 

Very truly yours, 

T'L .1 i-.-vr^FN 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary.Engineering 

NJP:db 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White^ 

"Ti. 
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3SS3 MAMLCT PLACE CHCVV CHASC. MARTLAND 20813 

State Highway Ad-.inistration 
Office of Planning 
Box 717 
Baltimore,  Hd.  21203 

Dear Sirs: 

Dec.   14,   1987 

RECEIVED 
DEC 28 QS'i 

#*« 
fUUOIUiE S Pii£lJil!liA8( USIKEIKIhr 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the residents 

of Hanlet Place Owners, Inc., I write to express our continued 

opposition to the plan to alter the Beltway access to Connecticut 

Ave. and to widen Connecticut Ave. to eight lanes in toe area of 

the Beltway. Harlet Place is a Cooperative of 75 town houses 

located in Chevy Chase, Maryland, close to Connecticut Ave. 

Among the reasons for our opposition to the proposal 

are:  1)  the proposed alterations are an unnecessary expenditure 

of public funds, adding to our already heavy tax burden;  2)  the 

plan will increase, rather than alleviate, traffic problems in 

our area;  and 3)  the plan will drastically increase heavy truck 

traffic on Connecticut Ave. to the detriment and safety of those 

of us who live, work, shop, and vote in the area. 

We, in Kanlet Place, will watch with interest the 

positions taken on this proposal by our elected representatives 

as well as those who serve us within our State and County 
administrations. < 

Respectfully, 

tJj26 
William C. Benn 
President 

Copies to : 

Senator Schweinhaut 

Del. Robertson 

Del. Sher 

Del. Wiser 

County Executive Kramer 

County Council President Subin 

State Highway Administrator Kassoff 

SIJA Maryland Department anhnsportation 
State Highway Administration 

RICHARD H. TRAINOR 
SacrMary 

HAL KASSOFF 
Administrator 

•S^K 
JAM ;• i saj 

Mr. William C. Bennett, Jr. 
President 
Hamlet Place Owners. Inc. 
3583 Hamlet Place 
Chevy Chase. Maryland  20815 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning our improv?fi' 
to the Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue interchange 

o 
m 

-^r-o 
il-om 

enta^ 

The proposal was first studied in response to a commitment 
made many years ago to the Village of North Chevy Chase regarding 
the temporary condition of Interstate traffic using Kensington 
Parkway.  We have added various options to the proposal to 
relocate the ramp to alleviate problems expressed by the 
communities on either side of Connecticut Avenue, north of Jones 
Bridge Road. 

Our traffic forecasts indicate that if the Beltway ramp is 
relocated from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue, an 
additional 170 to 370 trucks will be using northbound Connecticut 
Avenue each day in the year 2010.  The total traffic expected on 
the northbound roadway is 37,300 vehicles.  Currently, a 
significant number of trucks use Kensington Parkway despite the 
truck prohibition. 

No decision has been made at this point concerning hew the 
.State Highway Administration will proceed regarding the proposal. 
We are still in the process of receiving input from the public 
and doing further evaluations.  Your input is appreciated and 
will be considered before a final decision is made. 

0RI0lli£C#f<&to BT: 
HAL KASSOrr 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 
cc:  Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 

Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen Whiter 

My tatspitone number l»_ 

TaKtrpavrltir for Impaired HMrlng or Spaach 
3SJ-7553 Battlmor* MMre - 585-0431 O.C. Mttro - 1-800-492-5092 Stawld* Toll FrM 

707 North C«lv«r1  St.. Baltlmor*. Marylind 2t20J-0717 

-£ «£ d 
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WEINER. MCCAFFREY, BRODSKY & KAPLAN, P.C. 

HAMVCT   £   •Mtlttm 
*. LAwncxce '•cCArrocr. JB. 
JAMCS A. snoosior 
"CTeO C. KAPLAN 

HA M«   M. LCVlKl 
(nCHAOO I. m-STCW 
•TTEW A. CILSC^TSON 
MAAK «   5>0M<N 
L    MAPN WIHSTOMX 
•UCCNIA S>l.W£» 
MlTCNCLH. HlCCR 

OCBOPAM A. FHILUPS 
OAHOAI. o. sntCLoa- 
LC3UCC. BCNOCR*   — 
MICMACLA A. TWOMPSON' 
lAOCN C. BKO- 
UOHM ooCHCvrr> 
•WUL«   SCf-iCBCR* 

ATTOHNEirs AT LAW 

SUITE BOO 

1350 NEW YO«K AVCNUE. N.W. 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20005-4797 

IZOZ) 626-2000 

TELECOPIER (202) «28aOll 

February  5,   1988 

WEINER, MCCAFFREY. BRODSKY & KAPLAN, P.C. 

Ms.   Sue   Ellen  White 
February 5, 1988 

«     MARYLAND OFFICE 

SUITE SOS 
ASTEBY PLAZA 

7ZOO WISCONSIN AVENUE 
BCTHESOA. MO zoai4-*eo* 

OOi) 9SSC^fpiS 

Ms.   Sue   Ellen  White 
Project  Manager 
State  Highway  Administration 
707 N.   Calvert  Street 
Baltimore,   Maryland   21203-0717 

Re: Public  hearing  transcript:     November  16     IQP?     T  AQ* 
and Maryland-185  interchange  reconstruction     '   ^^ 

Dear   Sue   Ellen: 

Novemb:rni6'0l987npu^icfhearLnain9Tme  the  ^"^^  of  the 
it can  be  to coordfna'trso^uch'paper?^"01"6  ^ diffiCUlt 

in  -hf •     discussed  this morning,   t 
in  the transcript.     I  am enclosing 
the  Town of  Chevy chase and  a copy 
on December 4,   1987.     i  have a  lett 
confirming  receipt  of  those comment 
C?Py ¥,the  letter  frora the ViUage also did  not see a  letter  from Mr! 
do not  have a copy of  that  letter, 
Hr.   Kassoff's  response which  states 
be  included  in  the  record 

here were  several  omissions 
a copy of  the  letter  from 
of  the comments  that  I  sent 
er  in my  files  from Mr.   Ege 
s.     I will  try to get you  a 
of  Chevy chase as well.     i 

Victor Crawford.     Although  I 
for  your  reference   I enclose 
that  Crawford's  letter  will 

the co^etl  re'cord"6  I^tTtLVft'T PUbliC heari^  is  "ot 

Environmental  Assessment  or  ntnlr 0eS  n0t  include  the 
Prepared.     Nor aoeTri^udT^^^d^ l^£%.rt 

.-! < — 

like to formally propose that the record be supplemented. 

nnnF?rte5 ^ ?p0l!e this morning' I called Pat willard who 
issue for T^" 5he Planning B°«d has tentatively scheduled the 
issue for Thursday evening March 10, 1988.  It is mv 
understanding that the Planning Board will be reviewinq SHA's 

ofSanvSwritten
erBOarS laSt Pr°P°sal-  Please send meVcooy 

of any written report on the matter as soon as it is available. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

7^ 
Mark Hessel 
Attorney for Chevy Chase 
Valley Citizens Association 

Enclosures 

MLH/smt/8153-l/8698R 

Response 1.  Citizens Written Comment $84. 

NOTE: Seventeen additional pages of written testimony were 
submitted by Mr. Mark Hessel, attorney for the Chevy Chase 
Citizens Valley Association, in conjunction with the 
public hearing process on this project. Because these 
letters are identical to letters previously submitted by 
Mr. Mark Hessel (see Civic Association letter number 5, 
40 pages), please refer to SHA responses to this citizens 
association. 

^ 
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The Snydermans 
8804 Spring Ualley Road 
Cheuy Chase, MD. 20815 

/"" 

January 26, 1988 

Hal Kassoff 
State Highuay fldministrator 
Box 717 
707 N. Caluert Street 
Baltimore, (ID. 21205 

RECEIVE: 
FEB,   1   l&te 

4 tsi 
mmi flrfitc CF 

numm s fiELiMiHAky mm 
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i 
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Re:   Proposed State Highuay Pdministration (SHft) Plan to relocate the 
east bound beltuay ramp from Kensington Partcuay to Conn flue. 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

Ue haue liued at the aboue address since 1963 and oppose the 
proposed plan because: 

• the expense inuolued is unnecessary; the volume of traffic 
northbound on Kensington Paricuay is not unreasonal and occurs 
primarily during a short period late in the afternoon; 

• mouing the traffic to northbound Connecticut would create a truly 
untenable situation (from the standpoints of driueuay access ana 
noise) for those homeowners on the east side of Connecticut, 
north of Jones Bridge. 

• the already existing traffic uolume makes auto and pedestrian 
access into and egress from our neighborhood (north of Jones 
Bridge, uest of Connecticut) uery difficult; increasing the number 
of lanes on Connecticut and Jones Bridge as proposeo and putting 
some 11,000 additional cars and seueral hundred trucks on 
Connecticut uould be disasterous for us in terms f)1 further 
crossing difficulties and increased noise; when ye first moued 
here this uas a quiet neighborhood; nou it's like lining next to a 
freeuay, which in fact it is. (Please, let's not make it worse.) 

• to the best of our knowledge there was newer an "understanding" 
between the SHft and the village of North Cheuy Chase that (Wi 
spite of SHft claims to the contrary) the interchange from ..i-.-,. 
Kensington Paricuay would be modified; the SHft has newer    '" 
produced a single historical document supporting such a position, 
yet has repeatedly stated that because of such an "understanding" 
it has as obligation to moue the interchange. Baloney! 

^•^mm 

Maryland Department oFlfanspoitation 
State Highway Administration 

FEB 2 3 198d 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Snyderman 
8804 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 

r"rj-r.    -     ' • I'II/. 

Richard H. Trainor 
S«cr«lanr 

Hal Kassoff 
Adminislritor 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Snyderman: 

Thank you for your January 26th letter concerning the 
proposed improvements to the Interstate Route 95/Maryland Route 
1£5 interchange.  He have not yet made a decision concerning 
which alternative and options we will pursue.  Prior to making 
such a decision, we will be considering your comments as well as 
the other comments we have received. 

If you have any additional comments or questions regarding 
this project, please contact me or Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
of the Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering.  Mr. 
Pedersen's phone number is 333-1110. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGIHAl Sicrrj 3TS 
£4! KASSOIT 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HR/ih 

Neil J. Pedersen 
Michael Snyder 
Louis H. Ege, Jr. 

Ms. Sue Ellen White 

ME/? 
Mt. 

r- ii5 

o Z cr     tM 
tucv. —     — 

My talephon* number is (3011- 

TalatypewrlUr tor Imptlrad Hurlng or Sp*«cti 
383-7555 BUtlmor* Mttro - 585-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-aOO-4>2-3062 StBtwId* Toll Fr» 

707 North Cilvart  St..  Baltimore. Merylard 21203-0717 

^ 

L 
*? 
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If, houeuer. a decision is made to relocate the northbound ramo to 
Connecticut Aue- 

• Option B in the SHfl Plan should be implemented, uith all traffic 
north and southbound, controlled bu traffic lights on Connecticut' 
five, to prouide gaps in the flou of traffic along Connecticut and 
Jones Bridge so that those of us uho Hue in the arft (uest of 
Connecticut and north of Jones Bridge) can safely get in and out 
of our driueuays or sidestreets; 

• Options C,D,E,F and G should be rejected; 

• No fourtii lane should be added on either side of Connecticut 
•fiuenue; 

• There should be no taking of property; 

~m  Jones Bridge Road should not be widened; that would create an 
intolerable access and egress situation for those residents in our 
area, as well as the nursery school parents and Cheuu Chase 
-Recreation ftssociatlon members (ouer 500 families) uho use the 
CCRA swimming pool (June to mid-Sept) and tennis courts (March 
to Nouember), both located at the end of Spring Valley Road); 

• Pedestrian ualks should be added to the safety islands at Jones 
Bridge and Connecticut to facilitate crossing Jones Bridqe on the 
west side of Connecticut; 

• Truck traffic except for local deliueries should be prohibited on 
Jones Bridge Road, clearly a residential road, a prohibition uhich 
would also reduce truck traffic getting onto Connecticut flue. 

Sincerely, 

Lois & Martin Snyderman 

Sincerely, 

% 
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February 2, 1988 

State Highway Administrator Kassoff 
P.O. Box 717 707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Md 21205 

^VEI 

Dear Kr. Kassoff: 

I wish to express my opposition to any widening 

of Connecticut Avenue in the area of the 1-^95 inter- 

change or any relocation of the existing entry/exit 
r amp s. 

Either of the above mentioned actions would 
significantly alter the residential character of the 

Connecticut Avenue corridor through the substantial 
increase in traffic.  Traffic is already at such 

high levels as to lead to unreasonable amounts of 

congestion. Exit from my neighborhood at either Woodlawn 
& Connecticut or Jones Bridge & Spring Valley is extremely 
difficult at peak use hours. 

Moreover, correlary problems such aa noise levels, 
ground vibration, and threats to pedestrians would also 
rise under the SHA plan. 

I respectfully urge you to oppose any SHA proposals 
which adversely affect the quality of life in our 
residential neighborhood. 

Sincerely, . * 

Grfi^o^y S. HMes 

3906 Woodlawn Road 
Chevy Chase, Md.  20815 

REC> 
FEa   y   198c 

1'tr.iLlji.. Or'r'ICI a 
rmm * KI^M imm„ 

Maryland Department ofTransportatm 
State Highway Administration 

PROJECT 
OEVELOPKE! 

FEB 25   9 ^ AH '38 

Richard H. "frainor 
Sscrmarv 

Hal Kassoff 
Adminmratof 

"•x  : l -388 

Mr. Gregory S. Humes 
3906 Woodlawn Road 
Chevy Chase. Maryland  20815 

Dear Mr. Humes: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed 
reconstruction of the Interstate Route 495/Connecticut Avenue 
interchange. 

Your comments will become part of the public record and they 
will be considered in the decision-making process. 

Me appreciate you taking the time to let us know your position 
on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

CRIGirTAi ST-^tlD BYi 
HAl XASSOr? 
Hal KassSff 
Administrator 

HK: tn 

cc:  Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege. Jr. 

ytis. Sue Ellen White 

a 
My talaphon* number it (301U 

TdMypawrltw for tmpalrtd HMrlng or Sp»«ch 
3«3-7555 Btltlmor* Metro - 565-0«S1 O.C. Metro - 1-a00-«»2-S062 Scaewlde  Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore, Maryland 21S03-0717 

^ 
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Febtuary  5,   1986 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 
Maryland state Highway Administration 
707 N. Calvery Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

MJLftriAND orncc 

SUfTC 90S 
AJrrtur PUAZA 

7XOO WISCONSIN AVCNUC 
BCTHCSSA. MO >Oftbt^SO« 

Dot] »ae-o«»a 

REqEfVED 
fee  io 1385 

tmU*. tTDZi f 
twm t muMyaii munix 

Re: Interstate Route 495/Maryland Route 185 Interchange 
Reconstruction 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

As you know, the effect of increased truck traffic along 
Connecticut Avenue is a major issue in the state's proposal to 
move the Beltway ramp at Connecticut Avenue. Mr. Victor L. 
Crawford has shared with me a letter that you wrote to time on 
this issue dated December 29, 1987. 

In the letter, you stated that: 

Our analysis of truck traffic in the corridor 
indicates that if the ramp is relocated and 
trucks are permitted to use it to access the 
Beltway, there would be an additional 170 to 
370 trucks a day on Connecticut Avenue in the 
year 2010.  we expect that the actual, number 
of additional-trucks would t'C tovard ths 
lower end of this range because a substantial 
number of trucks violate the restrictions on 
Kensington Parkway today. These violations 
were noted by state Highway Administration 
personnel during field reviews. 

PROJECT 
DEVELOPM^.T 

Maryland Department ofTransportation    D i v: s; '> 
State Highway Administration 

i Msswrea 
MAR 0 1 1983 

Richard H. Trainor 
Sftcmsry 

Hal Kassoff 
Admimcirator 

Mr. Mark Kessel 
Weiner, McCaffrey, Brodsky and Kaplan, P.C. 
Suite 800 
1350 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20005-4797 

Dear Mr. Hessel: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the current 
Interstate Route 495/Maryland Route 185 interchange study. 

The truck count, on which the information on the current 
number of trucks was based, came from a count done south of Jones 
Bridge Road.  It, therefore, includes all trucks currently 
traveling northbound on Connecticut Avenue which use Kensington 
Parkway.  The percentage of trucks in this count was applied to 
the Connecticut Avenue volumes north of Jones Bridge Road. 
Because of a standard practice to consider the percentage of 
trucks constant along the length of the project, the trucks on 
Kensington Parkway were assumed to be on Connecticut Avenue.  As a 
result, the diversion calculated relates directly to those trucks 
that should either complete the northbound/southbound symmetry 
expected in truck counts or the maximum possible which could 
divert from the adjacent Beltway ramps given existing truck 
patterns. 

Anything larger then a pick-up truck is considered a truck. 
This includes vehicles ranging from delivery trucks to tractor- 
trailers.  Of all the trucks observed, less than 7 percent were 
tractor-trailers.  Most of the discrepancy in northbound and 
southbound truck volumes involved single unit delivery vans. 

Though no written evidence exists of a commitment to remove 
the Beltway ramp from Kensington Parkway, it is still inap- 
propriate for a local road to bs used as access to an Interstate 
highway.  For this reason, we believe it is appropriate to 
continue the study. 

My tsltphon* number is 1301? 333-1111 

««.  - „ T»l«typewrlt«f for Impilrsd HMrlng or Sp«Kl) 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-4B2-S062 Statewide Tdl Free 
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WEINER, McC»rrHET, BBODSKY 4 KAPLAN, P.C. 

Mr. Hal Kassoff -2- February 5, 1988 

Mr. Mark Hessel 
Page Two 
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I believe that this statement is inconsistent with the 
Environmental Assessment. 

First, the Environmental Assessment states that the 170 to 
370 trucks a day are in addition to an expected 184 increase in 
baseline truck volumes (p. IV-3). There are currently 480 
trucks a day using northbound Connecticut Avenue (p. II-4). 
This means that if the ramp is moved, the residents along 
Connecticut Avenue can expect 736 to 936 trucks a day traveling 
northbound.  That is an increase of 53» to 95% over truck 
traffic levels that the Environmental Assessment describes as 
•relatively heavy" (p. II-4). 

Second, the Environmental Assessment explains that the 
projection of 170 to 370 trucks a day is 'the number of trucks 
that would be expected to divert from (Georgia and Wisconsin 
Avenues] to the new Ramp N-E on to eastbound 1-495 . . . * 
(emphasis-!^ the original) (p. IV-3). - Since the analysis seems 
to be based on diversions, it follows that the current level of 
truck traffic on Kensington Parkway was not considered in 
making the projection.  Therefore, it is not appropriate to 
subtract the Kensington Parkway trucks from the *170 to 370* 
figure. 

Another issue which has gotten a lot of play in the public 
debate is the so-called •promise' that the state allegedly made 
when the Beltway was originally designed. According to the 
residents along Kensington Parkway, the state promised in the 
early 1960,s that Beltway traffic would only use Kensington 
Parkway temporarily.  Despite challenges from opponents of the 
ramp relocation, no one produced any concrete evidence of the 
alleged •promise.* On December 5, 1987, I sent a formal 
request to Neil Pedersen (attached) asking for 'any written 
commitments or compromises' and "any documents that refer to 
oral commitments.' On December 23, 1987, Neil responded 
(attached) by saying: 

We have oeen unaole to locate any written 
record of the agreement, or documents 
referring to the agreement, made in the 
1960's concerning the temporary nature of the 
ramps onto and off of Kensington Parkway. 
I Emphasis added. ] 

r.lB^!?M^CiSu0n h" ye\been "de reaarding the proposed raop 
tSi H•«;    K" conti?uin« to ««lyze the impact, and consider the comments we have received. *     >.u..oiuci 

Sincerely, 

cmiorcAi SICTSD iff 
HAl KASSOFF 
Ral Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Brf. Sue Ellen White 
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WtiKt*. McCArrntr. BRCSSKT & K»PL*K. P.C. 

Mr.   Hal  rassoff -3. February S,  1986 

< 
I 
M 

o 

1 hope this puts the myth of the promise to rest once and for 

Thank you for your consideration.  If you have any 
questions about this natter, please call me. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 

cc: Victor Crawford 

HLH/smt/8693R/8153-l 

'fotJl fkutL 
Mark Hessel 
Attorney for the Chevy Chase 
Valley Citizens Association 

•?. 

3 
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WEINCR, McCArrRtY, BRODSKY & KAPLAN, P.C. 
ATTOtHfTJ *f LAW 

SgtT! eoo 

tSSO Nlw VQmm AvtNuC. N.W. 

WAJMINOTOM, OC. J0005-4797 

lionvit-iooo 

rtLCCO'iC* (SOU MS ton 

December  S,   1987 

.KIWI •  •«€••«** 
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Mr. Neil Pedersen 
Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary 
Engineering 

Stat« Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

Re: Reconstruction of the Connecticut Avenue interchang* 
of the Capital Beltway 

Dear Neil, 

There has been a lot of talk during the public debate about 
• commitment  that the State Highway Administration made to  th« 
village of North Chevy chase  in  the early mO's regarding the 
Beltway access  ramps.    I  am  interested  in knowing exactly what 
this  oommitment was. 

Since  the environmental assessment discusses the compromise 
under  which  the Beltway ramps were originally birtlt,  I  assume 
that your office has access  to  copies of the relevant 
documentation.     Under  Section  10-614 of  the State Government 
Article of  the Maryland Code,   I am formally requesting copies 
of any written commitments or compromises made by the SHA 
relating  to   this matter  and any documents  that refer  to oral 
commitments. 

WIINM. HeC*rr«tr, 8«OOS«T & KAHAH. P.C. 

Maryland Department oflransportation 
State Highway Administration 

RICHARD H. TRAINOR 
Secretary 

HAL KASSOFF 
Administrator 

• ^A^Ii'^v ' 

- ! l9Bb 

December   23,   1987 
Re:      Contract  No.   M   600-101-370 

Interstate  Route   495/ 
Maryland  Route   185 
Interchange  Reconstruction 
PDMS  No.   151114 

Mr. Mark Hessel 
Weiner. McCaffrey. Brodsky and Kaplan. P.C. 
1350 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington. D.C.  20005-4797 

Dear Mr. Hessel: 

I am writing in response to both your November 24 and 
December 5. 1987 letters requesting information pertinent to the 
Interstate Route 495/Maryland Route 185 project planning study. 

Enclosed is a copy of the Interagency Review/Scoping Meeting 
minutes.  This was written instead of a systems planning report. 

The project planning prospectus is a document prepared in 
the process of acquiring a consultant through the consultant 
selection process.  On this particular project, all the 
consultant services were obtained through existing open-end 
contracts, and therefore, no prospectus was done. 

We have been unable to locate any written record of the 
?2cnement' 0r docunients referring to the agreement, made in the 
1960 s concerning the temporary nature of the ramps onto and off 
of Kensington Parkway. 

As far as we know, we have sent you copies of all other 
pertinent data concerning this project, except for the report of 
the vibrations study which is also enclosed.  If you have any 
additional inquiries you are welcome to write to me again. 

Very truly 

'14 
Neil J.V^edersen, director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP/ih 

Mr. Neil Pedersen -2- December  5,   1987 

coop««Jo£U  ^^ ""^  fot  xour """""-in* court'esy and 

Sincerely, 

Mark Hessel 
Attorney  for  the Chevy Chase 

y Ctgfc^s AsMMftion ___        __^        M^H        •••        ajigUpy CM^ta: 
6m^8153-^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 

Attachment 

Mr.   Michael   Snyder 
Ms.   Louisa  Goldstein 
Mr.   Louis  H.   Ege,   Jr. 
Ms.   Sue  Ellen  white 

My telephone number l»_ 

TdMypeorlter lor Imptlrtd HMrlng or Bpaaoh - 
Blltlmor* MMro - 595-0451 O.C. Uotro - !-IOO-4t2-50M St 

707  North  Cllvirt   St..   S«ltlmor«    Uarvlind  21203-07' 
  StaewIM Toll Free 

Maryland 21203-0717 '?. 
'"fa 
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Samuel Silver 
8808 Spring Valley Rd 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

March  15,   1988 

j J -'iji 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Mr. Neil Pedersen February 11, 1988 
State Highway Commission Director, 
Office of Planning 
707 N. Clavert St. 
Baltimore, MD  21202 

Relocation of Beltway Ramp-Connecticut Avenue & Kensington Pkwy 
(Montgomery County) 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

Your study last year of the subject matter is not a very good 

sound and technical study, usually expected of the S.H.C. 

In shorty your proposal would not significantly improve the flow 

of traffic. lf_  there is a problem, it exists between Chevy Chase 

Circle and the Beltway.  Widening of Connecticut Avenue between-Jones 

Bridge Road and the Beltway and the destruction of the homes on the 

east side of Connecticut Avenue is a waste of limited funds.  (In- 

cidentally, :reast- side of Connecticut Avenue includes homes/practices 

of a doctor, dentist, and a veterinarian causing an expense of add- 

itional raillioira of dollars to cover value of business and relocation 

costs). 

It should be noted that all the citizens organizations along 

Connecticut Avenue between Chevy Chase Circle and the Beltway opposed 

to your proposal, including the some 550 member famili%s of the Chevy 

Chase Recreation Association.  (9000 Spring Valley Rd., Chevy Chase, 

MD 20815).  Many of the associations have contributed funds to continue 

the legal battle. 

It is suggested that the S.H.C. announce a withdrawal of proposed 

plans and direct their efforts to improve signals. 

Re: 

Mr. Samuel Silver 
8808 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 

Contract No. M 600-101-370 
Interstate Route 495/ 
Maryland Route 185 
Interchange Reconstruction 
PDMS No. 151114 

Dear Mr. Silver: 

their^pHts^an^a^r^s^de'ring'the"^ ^ alh
ternat-« «« 

from the public.  Once a d^^5 I       inpUt We have ""ived 
you and others on o^Tma^^LVo'l STd^on"? "^ ^^ 

We appreciate your interest in this project. 

Very truly yours. 

%<! § fxAot*, 
Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP/ih 

cc:  Mr. Michael Snyder 
/Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
/Ms. Sue Ellen White 

Sincerely yours. 

^amnpl   Si 1v=r 

My telephone number is nnn 333-1110 

IRI  7,,, •,„„, „..    T«l«ypewrlter (or Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383  7555 Baltimore Metro - S65-04S1 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St..   Baltimore,  Maryland  21203-0717 

*?• 
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t^^T" 7406 Brook»ille Road 
BUM-- owrnr    CheT7 Chase. «<•• 20815 

IU«IBi>alHBir£BMaBB
P,bru,r' 12, 1988 

Mr. Hal lasaoff 

I'K'BH^W 
A<i»lnl»tr.tor 

707 H. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Md. 21205 

Dear Mr. tassoff: 

I am writing to you to ask your help in preventing the 
proposed videning of Connecticut Avenue between Jones Bridge Road 
and East-West Highway. This proposed action, if implemented, 
would open up the Chevy Chase Lake area to additional commercial 

development along the Wisconsin Avenue corridor. Our area neither 
needs nor wants any additional commercial development. 

»-. 4 Co°°ectic»t Avenue Is already three lanes In each direction. 
Adnittedly, there Is rush hour congestion between the Beltway and 
Jones Bridge Road but this congeation normally abates south of 
Jones Bridge Road in the morning and north of Jones Bridge Road 
in the evening. Moreover, much of the pressure is due to the long 
traffic lights at Jones Bridge which are required to allow east 
and west bound traffic to cross Conneclcut Avenue. Widening the 
road between Jones Bridge Road and East-West Highway would only 
cause further traffic delays as the four lanes had to funnel into 
three south of East-West Highway. 

There comes a point in time when the community and its 
leaders have to stand up and say "Enoughl" We are at that time 
now. I hope you will stand up and be counted with the community 
by opposing the proposed widening of Connecuticut Avenue. 

Sincerely yours. 

C^ —•^(JULM^' 

Theodore   Ileinman 

MaiyfandDepartment ofTfansportaooaDEVEiopul 
State Highway Administration      Divisiou 

*• 1  3 13 n 

m 
Richard H. Trarnor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

March 4,   1988 

Mr. Theodore Kleinman 
7406 Brookville Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 

Dear Mr. Kleinman: 

improve^rto^n^!^^^"11 ^"^ abOUt the Propo— 

leads fromKensing^on Pa^ay To ^T^^^T^ ra,np that 

options being studied in SSL k' eastbound Beltway. Several 
do propose vfden^Con^cS^nurlo ?l*^ relocation 
the Beltway and Jones Brlrt• BL,, ^T, elght lanes between 
Connecticut Avenue fLedlately south ofS •^T

inclu^. widening 
intersection  in order to  increase th«, !„  K    JO!2eS  Bfidge Road 

that yourwiirbeakepte?n?^fd
t0,0^ project mailin9 list so 

can be reached at   p^^^a-eo?"^06 mana9er-     MS-   White 

HK/t 

cc:  Mr. Neil j. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 

Kassoff 
Administrator 

Mr talsphone number is (301)_ 
333-1111 

3S3-7555 Baltlmor. Metro^'ISS^ISTD?  uS."r,d ??"nB or Sp"'ch 

707 North Calvlrt  sf     i\i«£\ " 1-»00-492-506! StMawlda Toll Fre. ^a.vari  at.,  Baltlmors, Maryland  21203-0717 



90 

NOTE: 

The original of this letter 
has been misplaced. 

< 
I 

M 

\ _J 

Maryland Department ofTiansportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
SocretifY 

Hal Kassoff 
Adminisuator 

March 30, 1988 

Mr. Warren Lasko 
3404 Rolling Court 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Lasko: 

20815 

Thank you for your March 8th letter expressing your 
concerns regarding the proposed improvements to the Interstate 
Route 495/Connecticut Avenue interchange. 

We are still evaluating this project and all the 
options.  In this process, we are considering the potential 
impacts of the ramp relocation and roadway widening. 

Please be assured that your concerns will be considered 
in the decision making process. Thank you for letting us know 
your position. 

Hafl. Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:db 

cc:   Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
/Ms. Sue Ellen White 

My telaphon* number it (301)       333-1111 

,., .,., -.„, „_    Wetypowrltw for impslrsd Hewing or Speech 
383  7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll 

707  North  Cnlvart   St      Oaltlmnro    U3.u)aoH   o*• •»-n-? *•» 
Free 
^ 
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Maryland Department oflhnsportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainer 
Sacratary 

Hal Kassoff 
Adminittrator 

^ISo^ 

September 22, 1988 

Mr. Richard L. Wilson 
8905 Kensington Parkway 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

Thank you for your August 29th letter concerning the proposed 
relocation of the Beltway ramp from Kensington Parkway to 
Connecticut Avenue.  We appreciate your concerns, and those of 
many of the residents of the Village of North Chevy Chase, about 
the current situation on Kensington Parkway caused by cars and 
trucks travelling toward the Beltway.  We are also aware of the 
concerns of the citizens who live along Connecticut Avenue and in 
the Chevy Chase Valley subdivision who oppose the relocation. 

Because of the potential impacts under both the Build and No- 
Build alternatives being considered, the decision on what action 
to proceed with is a very difficult one to make.  We are in the 
process of evaluating the impacts and will make a decision once we 
have considered all factors.  We appreciate your interest and 
willingness to share your thoughts with us. 

Very truly yours, 

Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Project Development Division 

by/ JuUU E£&v, "-LU/u_iL 
Sue Ellen White 
Project Manager 

LHE/SEW/ih 

Mr. Neil J. Federsen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 

My telephon* numtw is I3nii      333-6431 

mi  ?<<• n...i .._    W^ypwltw «or Impaired Hairing or Speech 
3»3  7553 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5082 Statewide Toll Free 

707  North  Calvert   St..   aslllmors.   Uirvlanrf   ?^?n^-m•n ^7 
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JOHN   B. UMHAU, JR., M.  D. 
8805 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

CHEVY  CHASE. MAflTLAND  20813 

OOI) Q92-4200 

November 25, 1988 

Mr. Neil Pedersen, Planninq Director 
Maryland Department of Transportation, SHA 
P.O. Box 717     707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

I am writing to you to express my opposition to the closing 
of the Northbound 495 Beltway ramp on Kensington Parkway, 
North Chevy Chase, Montgomery County. 

As a thirty-four year resident at 8804 Kensington Parkway, 
the first house m the triangle formed by Kensington Parkway 
and Connecticut Avenue, just north of Jones Bridge Road, I 
have lived through many changes on this thoroughfare.  When 
my wife and I first moved here, Kensington Parkway and 
Connecticut Avenue were both two lane country roads. 

With the coming of the Beltway and the ensuing horrendous 
traffic at both the front and the back of our house, we were 
all but immobilized when trying to leave or return to our 
property by car. It was nearly impossible to enter the flow 
of traffic from the front of my house to travel the fifty 
yards through the light at Jones Bridge Road. For eleven 
years my wife literally had to stop traffic in order for our 
three sons to cross Kensington Parkway to attend North Chevy 
Chase Elementary School. So I am well aware of the burden 
beltway traffic has imposed on the Village of North Chevy 
Chase. •* 

However, when the South Bound ramp was closed the situation 
was enormously improved. If the SHA made promises that ramps 
would be removed, I believe that closing one ramp has 
essentially fulfilled that promise.  Further, I question if 
the mere convenience of fewer than two hundred families can 
justify the total disruption of the lives, livelihood and 
financial investment of the citizens whose homes would be 
removed by the new ramp plan.  In view of the devastating 
effect closing the ramp will have on those families, in view 
of the great inconvenience to thousands of Marylanders who 
use Kensington Parkway, in view of the impact of added 
traffic on Connecticut Avenue, and in view of the relatively 
few people who will benefit by an expenditure of more than 
ten million tax dollars, I urge the SHA to leave well enough 
alone on Kensington Parkway. 

^08-1889 

S15)A1 Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

n cuJtQJECT   Richard H. Trainor 

or 

XS^* 
DEC it 

Mai Kassoff 
Admrnittntor 

"* m 'as 

Sincerely yours, 

Jrffn B.   Umhau,  Jr. 

RECCED 
N0V 23 1966 

OlSM. 3. ,-,71 H 

December 12,   1988 

Dr. John B. Umhau 
8805 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy chase, Maryland 20815 

Dear Dr. Umhau: 

opini^rconler^tL^hf Nove,,lbef 25th ^tter expressing your 
KfnsLo^r^^\^nr:St^:„o^.the -""*raBp fr°D 

fitfrn^fv^n^no'de^ t"" £iBe'  We do not 'ave " Referred 
to took for op?n?ons Irom^o^r^r" ""^    We are "ntinuing 

a decls^n?        COlm*nts and "i" consider them as JTmlve toward 

H&l   Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 

cc:  Mr. Neil j. Pedersen 
Mr^JIichael Snyder 

^JW: Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 

My telephone number is (30>)_ 

383-7555 Baiiimnr. u—  Te,*»P*»m«r for Impaired Hearlnfl or Speech 
7S55 Beitlmor. Metro -585-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5582 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.,  Baltimore. Maryland 21203-0717 

5^ 
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Maryland Department oflransportation 
The Secretary's Office 

WWtem OonaM Schaefer 
Governor 

Richard H. Trainer 
Secretary 

8900 Sprlng^Valley Road 
Chevy Chase? MD 20815 

(301-652-3064) 

November 29, 1988 

The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 
Governor of Maryland 
State House 
Annapolis, MD 21404 

Dear Governor Schaefer, 

M  ^u^^0" may be aHare' for S0Be years the residents of the Village of 
North Chevy Chase In Mongonery County have been trying to have the 
entrance ra»p to the Capital Beltway (Route 495) moved from Its present 
location at Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue.  In 1981, they 
succeeded In having the exit raap relocated, acting behind the backs of 
the other communities of Chevy Chase, all of whom have been adversely 
affected by this change, and they have been trying to pressure the members 
of the Transportation Committee of the State Delegation and other 
legislators to put the Interests of the homeowners of Kensington Parkway 
above those of all the rest of Chevy Chase, as well as the taxpayers of 
the entire state, who will have to foot the bill for the construction and 
demolition costs of this change. 

The methods of North Chevy Chase have included egregious 

icut 
misrepresentation of the facts about present traffic conditions along 
Connecticut Avenue as well as along Jones Bridge Road between Connect 
Avenue and Rockvllle Pike when they testified at public hearings, and 
misrepresentation of the facts in regard to the amount of traffic on 
Kenslgnton Parkway, especially the number and size of trucks which they 
claim are using Kensington Parkway illegally. 

But their most outrageous ploy has been their—successful—efforts to 
enlist the support of Senator Margaret Schwelnhaut and Delegates 
Robertson, Sher and Wiser, who have been favoring the Interests of North 
Chevy Chase over those of the rest of their constituents in this battle 
for years, despite the fact that once anyone Is elected to public office 
that person acquires the obligation to serve all constituents equally.  To 
engage In conduct that would pit the Interests of one group of 
constituents against those of others Is, quite simply, abuse of power. 

In this matter, because the above-mentioned Senator and Delegates 
apparently have numerous friends In the Village of North Chevy Chase, they 
should have scrupulously refrained from taking any part In deliberations 
or decision-making on the grounds of conflict of interest.  Instead, It 
appears that at least some of them have played an active role of advocacy 
for the Village of North Chevy Chase, evidently to the point of putting 
pressure on members of the Transportation Committee of the State 
Delegation to support the residents along Kensington Parkway. 

In order to move the Beltway ramp, which Is estimated to cost the 
State from *4 to *6 million, changes would have to be made that would not 
only adversely affect the traffic on Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge 

December 14, 1988 

Ms. Jeanne Ostrow 
8900 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 

Dear Ms. Ostrow: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor William Donald 
Schaefer regarding the proposal to move the Beltway ramp at 
Connecticut Avenue.  The Governor asked that I look into the 
matter and respond to you directly. 
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At this time no decisions have been made.  We are still 
evaluacing Che comments we have received and considering possible 
impacts of a decision for eicher Che build or no-build alterna- 
tives.  I can assure you that we will undertake a decision-making 
process ChaC is as impartial as possible and permits the 
vlewpoinCs and concerns of all InCeresced parties to be heard. 
We appreciate receiving your comments and will consider them as 
we work toward a decision. 

Sincerely, 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

RHT/ih 

cc:  Governor William Donald Schaefer 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 

My telephone number Is (301)-_ aSQ-TTQT 
TTY For Tlw Deal (301) 959-7227 

Post Office Box 67SS. Baltimore/Washington International Airoort. Maryland 2124O-07S5 
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Road, but also threaten the livelihoods of a physician, a veterinarian and 
a dentist whose hones and offices would be aaong 11 that would be 
condemned to be demolished on Connecticut Avenue, as well as of the 
proprietors of the Outdoor Nursery School In the Falrchlld estate house on 
Spring Valley Road.  The proposed changes In traffic flow would make It 
virtually impossible for anyone to enter or leave the Chevy Chase Valley 
neighborhood, where the school is located, safely during rush hours.  Need 
less to add, it will also make it even more difficult than It is currently 
for the members of 55 households In Chevy Chase Valley to leave or enter 
safely to get to work or school.  The neighborhood would in effect be 
sealed during morning and evening rush hours. 

The Chevy Chase Valley Citizens Association has presented evidence 
regarding the consequences of the proposed changes to the State Highway 
Administration, the Parks and Planning Commission and the Transportation 
Committee.  Every neighborhood along Connecticut Avenue between Jones 
Bridge Road and Chevy Chase Circle would also be adversely affected, and 
all have so testified.  The Chevy Chase Recreation Association has 
testified that its members would face enormous difficulty In having safe 
access to their facilities on Spring Valley under the proposed changes. 
At the open meeting of the Transportation Commltee on November 3rd, Hr. 
Neil Pedersen of the State Highway Administration answered questions 
confirming that the ramp relocation w2ul.<g_Qo£_l3Et2S£ traffic flow on 
Connecticut Avenue, and w2Uli4_n2t_iBEC22£ the function or safety of access 
to 1-495.  He also Indicated that the sole support for the proposed ramp 
relocation came from SSBS. of  the residents of North Chevy Chase. 

On behalf of the Council of the Chevy Chase Valley Citizens 
Association, as well as all the citizens of Chevy Chase who would be 
affected, I urge you to take action to ensure that any decision to 
relocate the Beltway entrance ramp is made only on the basis of accurate 
and adequate factual data and careful consideration of all possible 
consequences of changes of traffic patterns, immediate and future. 

But, most Important, I also urge you to take steps to ensure that the 
review of the facts and the entire decision-making process be impartial, 
and that everyone who would be affected be given complete information and 
adequate opportunity to respond.  One of the members of our Citizens 
Association was told by the Chairperson of the Transportation Committee 
at the November 3rd hearing that while she considered us to be in the 
right, she felt she would have to vote in accordance with the wishes of 
our delegation (1). 

Hy purpose in writing this letter is not to embarrass anyone or to 
make indignant accusations, but rather to ask for your Intervention to 
ensure that every aspect of the decision-making process be carried out 
honorably and Impartially.  Obviously no Governor can be aware of all of 
the steps that lead to all decisions, or even of all the decisions taken 
under his administration; however, I believe that this is one about which 
you should be fully Informed. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jeanne Ostrow, Ph.D. 

^ 

^V 
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IRA H. SILVER, V.M.O. 

•MliHtSi i f'i!tLui...',;ii i.-|.i,;i£SISB November 29, 1988 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

„„ »   v  f?01^^"0?^"1- Nells Pederson as stating at a meeting 
on November 17, 1988 with the Montgomery County Planning Board that 
it would cost $3 million dollars to purchase the eleven homes on 
the east side of Connecticut Avenue.  As one of the eleven home^ 
owners I can testify that your cost projection is unrealistically 
low.  The current market value of these eleven homes already 

Furthermore, your staff overlooked a very significant 
$3 million cost projection.  Three of the elevei 

commenced. 
fact in its *j mimon cost projection.  Three of the eleven homes 
are maintained as professional offices - physician, dentist, and 
veterinarian.  Thus, these three home/offtces^wbuld require a 
business appraisal plus incurring very expensive relocation costs. 
The present 1988 value for my practice is one million dollars - 
one third of your budget. 

The only group supporting the ramp relocation is the North 
Chevy Chase Village Association.  I am a member of this group 
and do not support their position.  Based upon my observations 
at meetings of "•'-- "  " •    —      
beltway relocat 
members.  There is sentiment for and against"the~bel'tway ramp 
relocation.  Most residents are indifferent to either outcome.' 

the North Chevy Chase Village Association, th 
tion position is quite controversial among its 
e is sentiment for and against the beltway rair 
ost residents are indifferent to either outcom=. 

Even the official position of the North Chevy Chase Village Assoc- 
iation - which desires the ramp relocation, - opposes the^dess- 
truction if the eleven homes along Connecticut Avenue. 

It 
Connecticu 
the 550 
oppose the ramp relocation 

^0Br19es 

MaiyfandDepartmentofTfanspottation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
SccrcurY 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

^soTse^ 
DEC 1 9 888 

Dr. Ira H. Silver 
Chevy Chase Veterinary Clinic 
8815 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

of the 
the 

Thank you for your November 29th letter regarding the 
proposed interchange reconstruction at Connecticut Avenue and the 
Beltway.  We appreciate receiving comments from area residents as 
we work to solve this very complex and difficult situation. 

The cost estimate of three million dollars for the purchase 
he ten homes along Connecticut Avenue and the relocation of 
atfected residents was made based on current dollars.  In 

order to determine the cost several years down the road, an 
appropriate inflation factor should be used. 

,.„<ri "? •K
6
 
currently in the process of updating these costs to 

It  Z  It  the,current market.  As part of this work we will verify 
that the relocation of any existing businesses are included.  It 
is our normal practice to relocate rather than purchase affected 
Dusinesses. 

„».„ I^?Uewion 0£ whether °r not the ramp should be moved is a 
very difficult one.  We have been working toward developing a 
consensus among area residents.  At this point, however, that 
does not seem possible.  We will continue to consider the 
potential impacts of this project and will make a decision based 
on our evaluation. 

HK/ih 
cc:  Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 

Mr^Michael Snyder 
-*tfT Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 

Kassoff 
Administrator 

8815 CONNECnCW AVE. • CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815 
301- 65^6655 

My telephone number is tann        333-1111 

-mi-?**, B.I.I_ ..-    W^YPwItw tor Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383  7553 Baltimore Metro -565-0431 OX. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St.. Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 ^ '<£ 
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I believe it is tragic for the State to be wasting funds on 
a questionable project wfien there are so many urgent unmet needs 
in Montgomery County and the State of Maryland.  The beltway ramp 
relocation project for the past two years has been very contro- 
versial and has created bitterness and diviseveness ifl the 
communtiy.  I think the time is long overdue for the State 
Highway Administration to announce abandonment of the project. 

< 
I 
M 

O 

Sincerely, 

Ira H. Silver, V.M.D. 

IHS/sas 
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8806 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Md. 20815 
November 30, 1988 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

to^onnectlcSrAve•0^"5 0f ^^ RamP ^ Kens^ton ^rkway 

< 
I 
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Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

This is to point out one other factor that should be 
SUftn^  n" S.aklng a decision to move the beltway ramp from 
E• 9K I? ParkYay to Connecticut Ave.  Traffic on Connecticut 
?h-? ?h  nWf•"  neS Brid9e Road and the Beltway is now so heavy 
that the Police cannot enforce observation of traffic laws or 
even patrol the area.  Traffic on Kensington Parkway, on the 
other hand, is subject to frequent police patrols.  Moving the 
Beltway bound traffic from Kensington ParkSay to Connecticut Ave. 
SS rJK0?1^ 0PPortunity f°r °°" drivers to ignore the rules of 
the road (and common courtesy) and increase the hazards of 
driving, walking or living in the area. 

Lawrence 

Senator Margaret Schweinhaut 
Delegate Patricia Sher 
Delegate C. Lawrence Wiser 
Delegate Jennie Forehand 
County Council 

a«.%:., 

^908-J9as 

m*] Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Sscrstirv 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

*W^ 
December 22, 1988 

Mr. Frederick W. Lawrence 
8806 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 

Dear Mr. Lawrence: 

Thank you for your November 30th letter regarding the 
proposal to move the existing Beltway ramp from Kensington 
Parkway to Connecticut Avenue.  Your comments regarding police 
patrols are interesting and we will consider them as we work 
toward a decision on this very difficult issue. 

Very truly yours, 

Neil J. Pedersen, Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

NJP/ih 

cc:  Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 

My lelephon* number is(301? 333-1110 

i*-\-7•.*.•. n.i.i• .._    Wlypwrlter (or Impilrad Hawing or Spaach 
38 3-7555 Baltlmora Metro - 585-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-eoo?«92-?062 Statewide Toll Free 

'07   North   Pauart    C»       o-m      ..__       .    -.-. ._ 

<5 3P 
707   North   Calvort   <?(      D-, **ir*t\ inr*    mn"* -m 
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8808 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20S15 

December 31, 1988 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Admi nistrator 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland   21202 

Dear Mr. Kas sof f: 

My community is opposed to a proposed State Highway 
Administration (SHA) project to relocate a Beltway (1-495) ramp 
from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue, with the 
possibility of destruction of eleven homes on the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue to build an additional lane. 

The   fo1 Iowi ng 
consideration: 

are   some   significant   facts  for your 

< 
I 
M 

1. Every citizens association and the various incorporated 
Chevy Chase areas along Connecticut Avenue from Chevy Chase 
Circle to the Beltway, including the 550 member families of 
the Chevy Chase Recreation Association, are opposed to any 
change. The opposing organizations represent several 
thousand homeowners and some 7,000 registered voters in the 
affected election district/precincts. Only the Village of 
North Chevy Chase (less than 200 homes) supports the change 
and they are divided if a poll were taken. However, even 
this village is against the demolition of the eleven homes. 

2. SHA acknowledges that the ramp relocation provides no 
improvement to the present bottleneck, Jones Bridge Road- 
Connecticut Avenue intersection, no improvement to the flow 
of traffic on Connecticut Avenue, and no improvement in 
safety for access to 1-495. 

3. Ramp relocation will permit additional northbound truck 
traffic on Connecticut Avenue to the Beltway - now 
prohibited on Kensington Parkway. This truck traffic through 
the Connecticut Avenue residential corridor will endanger 
childrens' safety and create environmental problems, as more 
noise and pollution. 

4. Most of the homes abutting Kensington Parkway approaching 
the Beltway were purchased with the prior full knowledge of 
the existing 1-495 Beltway ramp. Additionally, traffic on 
Kensington Parkway was relieved when several years ago the 
southbound exit Beltway ramp was relocated from Kensington 
Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

PROJECT   Richard H. Traim 

DP' 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Jan ZS   3 '-2 n 'B3 

January 24, 1989 

Mr. Samuel Silver 
8808 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 

Dear Mr. Silver: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposal to 
relocate the beltway ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue. 

We have received many letters concerning this project, both 
supporting and opposing it.  We have been working at trying to 
develop a prudent course of action that is in concert with the 
transportation needs of the community, and with the views of 
elected officials and area residents.  Thus far, this has not 
been possible.  No decisions have yet been made regarding the 
project and we are weighing all the comments we have received. 

Again, please be assured that your specific comments will be 
considered as we work toward a decision. 

!ial Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/t 

cc:  Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr^ Michael Snyder 

Mf.   Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen white 

My telephone number is (3011_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-600-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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Mr. Hal Kassoff 

5. There would be an increased hazard to bus passengers and 
pedestrians, already endangered when they seek to cross 
Connecticut Avenue. 

6. The present Chevy Chase beauty and flavor of a 
Connecticut Avenue residential corridor would be destroyed 
by the widening of Connecticut Avenue for another lane and 
the possible destruction of eleven beautiful homes for the 
lane. 

< 
I 
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7. The project is very costly and the SHA is underestimating 
by many millions of dollars the total cost at the time the 
work would actually commence. For instance, three of the 
eleven booses being considered for destruction are home- 
professional offices - physician, dentist, and veterinarian 
which would be a severe loss to the area and would involve 
expensive relocation costs. Also, SHA does not factor into 
the projected costs the loss of property tax revenues to 
Montgomery County and the State of Maryland that would 
result from the destruction of homes on Connecticut Avenue. 

In summary, this costly project provides no significant 
benefit and the meager highway funds available would be better 
spent on the many critical unmet transportation projects 
elsewhere in Montgomery County or the State of Maryland. 

Sincerely yours, 

Samue1 Silver 

SS/ahs 
cc: Governor William Donald Schaefer 

Mr. Ne i I Peder sen 

-r^ 
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January 23, 1989 

Mr. Samuel Silver 
8808 Spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  2 0815 

Dear Mr. Silver: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor William Donald 
Schaefer concerning the proposal to relocate the beltway ramp 
from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue.  The Governor 
asked that I respond to you directly. 

i-h* n^=^e?iate1 
yOUr sharin,3 with us ^ur concerns regarding 

arP»P~S?£ii-   rel°cate the beltway ramp.  All the concerns of 
"e^resldent!."e bein,? considered as we work toward a decision 
P•-  T1^ dlf5lcult ^tter.  While strong sentiment has been 
expressed against the relocation, we have also received much 
correspondence supporting the project.  Because of the unusual 
situation of an interstate ramp being accessed by a local 

IVStVl  i? (.£
0ad' ^ is imPortant that we fully investigate all 

aspects of the project before making a decision.  We are con- 
sidering the expense of the project and the best use of tax 

Once again, thank you for your interest, 
knowing the views of area residents. 

We appreciate 

Sincerely, 

7s/. HICHAED H.   TRAINOH 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

RHT/ih 

cc:  The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 

bcc: Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen white 

^ 



/ 98 
M£Ot 

P5> 
Ho»th CAety Cha^z 

faxVlarui 20815      \...    ,,     ,q ^q 

i 

Our V.-Uajf. UTO.S o. ou:^. ^^  u 

RECEI1%D 
^ 27 issg 

tlSECWS, Dff/CCSf 
'"'""« 5 PHEUMIMr HGWEfSiffi 

February 6, 1989 

Mrs. William C. Pennington 
9100 Kensington Parkway 
Korth Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 

Dear Mrs. Pennington: 

Thank you for your January 22nd letter to Governor William 
Donald Schaefer regarding the proposed relocation of the Beltway 
ramp from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue.  The Governor 
asked that I respond to you directly. 

We are in the process of evaluating the comments we have 
received and the results of our engineering studies in order to 
determine the best course of action.  This is a difficult 
decision to make as there are very strong sentiments on both 
sides of the issue.  We have been trying to develop a consensus 
among the concerned citizens, but we have been unsuccessful to 
this point.  As we move toward a decision, we will be weighing 
all factors.  Your comments will certainly be included as part of 
the decision-making process. 

If you have any additional comments or questions regarding 
this project, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Hal Kassoff, 
the State Highway Administrator.  Mr. Kassoff can be reached at 
(301) 333-1111. 

Sincerely, 

7*1 "inupr <•    —•'—r 

Trainor Richard H 
Secretary 

RHT/ih 

cc:  The Honorable Jennie Forehand 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 

bcc: Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 
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OF TRANSPORTATION 

MAY   11  1989 

GISEiiai. Kiiil UF 
INS i nmrnm mmm 

8900 Spring Valley Roail 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 
May 1, 1989 A 

Mr. Richard H. Tralnor 
Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
Post Office Box 8755 
Baltimore/Washington International Airport 
Maryland  21240-0755 

\£IP 

^ ̂
>r 

MAY 

Dear Secretary Trainor: 

Ke, as the representatives of comnunities which will be 
adversely affected by relocation of the access ramp to route 
495 fron Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. "8« 
you to reconsider its implementation, to which we are very 
strongly opposed. 

The proposal to relocate made by representatives of 
District 18 was made without adequate consultation with our 
communities and before we could make our objections clear to 
the rest of the legislature.  We hope that your -•P"'""'   , 
will be more sensitive to the needs and wishes of the citizens 
of our combined communities, especially in view of the assurance 
that we were given at a meeting quite sor.e tine ago at the 
North Chevy Chase Elementary School at which >,ichael Snyder 
represented your department, that if the comr.umty opposes 
relocation, it won't be done. 

JQflf 

»TM»fit from 
vacant— 

xnc hom^ownorc of North Chevy cnasc »n» -n 
relocation have from the very beg inning ins is Lea   on 
ing this matter as a dispute which involves only North Chevy 
Chase and Chevy Chase Valley.  Since North Chevy Chase is a 
muh larger community than Chevy Chase Valley  and since f.. 
people are ever likely to oppose a measure which reduces traffic 
in their neighborhood, they claim that the majority of citizens 
favor relocation. 

However, all of the communities which border Connecticut 
Avenue Jill*,   adversely affected by relocation   Our communities 
have already suffered greatly f"W"""" ^.^"'• ved 
traffic since the exit ramp was relocated.  This has Proved 
to be not merely extremely unpleasant to homeowners along 
Connecticut Avenue, who have borne the brunt «f ""«* n°"*ka 
and pollution from trucks, but the Increased number of trucks 
have created a significant safety hazard to pedestrians who 
need to cross Connecticut Avenue, especially to our children 
on th.lr way to and from school.  Removal of the last constraint 

^ 
*&• 

May 23, 1989 

'••• O^ 
•<> o. - . s 

*. 
<& 

Jeanne Ostrow, Ph.D. 
8900 spring Valley Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 

Dear Dr. Ostrow: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding our decision on 
the proposed Connecticut Avenue ramp relocation.  We are aware of 
your concerns and those of others opposed to the ramp relocation. 
We considered all options very carefully before making a deci- 
sion. 

As you are aware, the decision regarding this project was 
quite a difficult one to make.  All factors were weighed and       ,.~..,,-~v. 
evaluated before we decided on our course of action.  Unfortu- 
nately, any decision would have been objectionable to some. 

~ JI** ^his Point' only the current planning phase is funded. 
Funding is not available for engineering or construction, and we 
are not able to predict when it will become available. 

I regret that we cannot provide a more positive response. 
However, we appreciate your interest in this project and your 
willingness to share your concerns with us. 

Sincerely, 

/a/ HICSAKJ.' .*. IK-M.VOF. 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

RHT/ih 

cc:  Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 

bcc: Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 

^C 
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Socrctaty Richard H. Trains 

Hay 1, 1^89 
Fage Two 

increase of this hazard. 
to truck traffic can only result in 

• ii r   ri.»vv Chase is a residential neighborhood:  the 
All of Chevy f^S to lustlfy relocation, that Kensinf.ton 

rgunent that was used to ^^^^ooa „,„„,. 

owners ana pr 
Avenue north of Jones Bridee Road. 

Moreover, noreove,, from what we have seen of the plans for the 
proposed acceU route, it appears certain that it wil  re.ult 
In far more accidents than the present access ra^.p, which 
has just been rebuilt with taxpayers1 noney. 

Taking everything into consideration, how can the 
expenditure for relocating this ramp be justified. 

cc:  Governor Willian D. Schaefer    Very truly yours, 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Neil Tedersen ,- - 

4<•<....*   OlU^ K.2. 
i (L<«» (lt*tt \i-lL 

/ i.< 

K Cu-*- <¥> 

2 

J.   Ostrov,   I'h.D. 
652 -  'JOfi'l 

Copy of fiditorial for Uashln.-.rton Tost of 3/7/^9 or 3/ l'»/ 39 

Tills year's session of tSie Maryland losislaturo has ended, and tlio 
congratulations and self-consratulations are fading froin nietnory.  Out 
some of us did not find cause for colobration; in fact, we witnessed a 
ICafkaesquo charado played out b> .the senator and delegates of District 
18 and the rest of the Montgomery County representatives.  At issue is 
the decision to have the access ranp to route '•95 relocated from l.en- 
sin^ton Parlcvny to Connecticut Ave., entirely for political reasons. 
:!ot only will it not improve transportation in the area, it will con- 
siderably worsen it. 

'Hie traffic changes which will result if this relocation is imple- 
mented will adversely affect the entire Connecticut Ave. corridor, as 
well as Jones Bridge ?.d. west of Connecticut Ave.  These changes will 
also affect all motorists who use this access to the Ileltway because t!ie 
proposed dosi-jn and en/jineerin.j modifications will both increase their 
inconvenienc-: and almost certainly increase their rislt of an accident. 

Traffic^ from ."onsinffton Paricway by the proposed relocation must go 
somewhere, and the only place it can ;jo is onto Connecticut Ave#  Iiotth 
Chevy Chase has already succeeddd in relocating the exit ramp and its 
flow of traffic onto Connecticut Ave., thereby enormously reducing its 
btiiden by shifting it in front of the homes of the community on the 
west side of the  Avenue....Except during evening rush hour, traffic 
along  onsin.iton Par::way is li.-id-t. 

iTio changes proposed by the State Highway Administration do not 
include widening Connecticut Ave.  The ddditional traffic that will be 
funnelad into the section between Jones 3ridr;e ;(d. and the Lleltway will 
tindoul")fcodly -.ror-tly incroase tho traiVic backups durin;; ovenin,-: nisi? 
hours south aloii.T 'Jonn. Ave, to the Circle and i.es t tilon.T Jonoa  rid ;G 
J\,   to Jethesda.  I.a addition, t;\e traffic that will bo generated iiy 
t'.'.o ..u ,hos i.cilical li-.stituto, wliicii was never factored into tho pro- 
jections when this proposal was s "irlicd by the ii.A, will e.-cacjrbato 

t.iose 'caclcups. with the exception of tho sii.all cor.nr.ercial center it 
.11 of Chevy 'Jhase(fis and always has been a residential neitfhbX'or- 

hood; the Jus tif i«r.tion for relocation that the access rar-.p does not 
bolon.; in a residential neighborhood is specious.  Ori.-jinnlly, what is 
now called :ensin^ton ;-'ar.'Cway was Connecticut Avo. , tho major route be- 
tween tho Oistrict and .'ensin^ton.  ',.rhat is now >"onn, AVO. was an  un- 
nnined co:mty road that was only widened and made a state road after the 
eltway was planned.  Clo.xrly it was more lo;ieal for the planners to 

locate tho access rr.i:Juatf than on tho then less important route of Com. .>v>?. 

y.i   the rai.-.n relocation is ir.plowo'.ited, the traffic pross-'.res to 
widou 'onn, .>vo. all the i::iy to Jlie-.-y CViase Jirclo will ;

;RCO:.:O inexorable, 
especially since relocation will roault in a "reat ir.crej-.so in ::-ic;: 
traTfic, which is :ioi: con;trair.ad hy 'Jhe fact ihat truc'.cs cannot wza 
^nsiij-ton ;:ar way to access tho Joltway.  .•;!!e%r>' Chase is one of the 

o-' es of tho rosidontial nal,-;«tborliooda in tho aroa. ••ith beautifiil 
trees lininr; Conn. Ave. and with homes that vory closely bordor it.  .0 
further widen this ..venue will cause dovastatii:;: destruction. 

',har;c F.a'cc, 

^ 

U^ 
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Chovy Chaao has already suffered an influ:: of truc'.cs since the 
exit ramp was relocated.  In addition to the eddod burded of pollution 
and noise, trucks have proven a considerable safety hazard, especially 
to pedestrians, includinc commuters who use buses instead of cars, 
and children on their way to and from school.  VIIQ projected increase 
of truc.'c traffic will significantly increase this hazard. . 

We who onpoao th* ranp relocation believe that it would bo an 
irresponsible'and unjustifiable use of ;ta± money.. In order to benefit 
tho residents of a short stretch of Xensintfton ParUway who want to turn 
bac:t the cloc!t by thirty years to escape tho consequences of develop- 
ment, the state's taxpayers will have to pay an estimated cost of 
between 6 and 10 million dollars.  rha present access ranp has just 
been redesigned and rebuilt with taxpayers' dollars. 

However, in addition to tie issue of responsible use of public 
funds, there is a strong element of injustice in this decision.  The 
proposed traffic changes will have a drastic impact on the residences 
on the cast side el  Conn. Ave.  •..-hich already lost part of their front 
yards when Conn. .We. v.-as widened: for most of then the traffic will be 
so close to their Oones as to ina'.-.e   them unfit to live in.  .or the 
three professionals, a physician, a veterinarian and a dentist, who 

.have Ions maintained their practices in their homes, the additional 
ponslaught of traffic will considerably impede their patients' ability 

!_, to reach their offices ..nd will therefore have a serious inpact on 
^j their livolihoods. 

^     It is an  a::ioia of the philosophical tradition on which our 
democracy was founded that a just and honest jjoveminont will not 
inflict ha-r.i on any citizen unless s one thin;; must be done for the 
-rreator ^ood of the coirj:;vuiity and there is no other way to accor.iTjlish 
it.  '..'e iiopo that the ."itate M.-hway Administration will be i::ore re- 
sponsible v".'.on it co::;c3 to allovatin/: funds than t'-.e Ic-j -l^trirn w.-.p 
in pi'opoai;:;: tlicir uso for this relocation. 

-r2 S>Z £ 
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VICTOR   L. CSAwrORD {MO..  D.C.J 

OEOHCC j. CANNON, JS. (XD.. D.C.) 

THOMAS O. WITKOP (MD.. O.C..   PA.) 

LAW orriCES 

VICTOR L. CRAWFORD 
LOI NORTH  ADAMS  STREET 

ROCKVILLE.  MARYLAND 20630 

(30l) 702-1000 

RECEIVED 
MAY   24   jcgg 

•Ir.  Hal Kassol'f OIllCUH B'in n 
State Highway Administration^WS I PJOjiuv,,, ;t.,„ 
TO?  Sorth Calvert Street "«.'«3H5 
3ai:i.T)ore,  ,MD    21202 "   ' 

3ear  Mr.  Kassoff: 

WASHtNCTO^.  D.   C. COUNSE1. 

EBCRT AND   BOWYTZ 

2000 L STREET. NORTHWEST 

WASHINOTpN.  D.  C. 20030-.>aoa 
aoa-oao-oaoa 

oArt    May 22, 1989 

SUBJECT    Access Ramp - Connecticut 
Avenue and 495 

:o «!.«.». .'or the access ra^i^^"^ ou' s^ T^ S t "fo^f ^ •''h0 ^^ 

.^t^s^nrr^el^V^ic^^^^0^ r^ ^ "C ?-"r^ 
:o adamantly opposed to  U^^^^^r^^Z^ "^ •» ^ «- be 
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•^Vfc^v e* 

i 

ia      a Maryland Department of Transportation 
<$&43r^'   The Secretary's Office 

May   18,    1989 

William Donald Schaeler 
Governor 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Stephen G. Zenlz 
Deoury Secrs(ary 

Mr. Victor L. Crawford 
101 North Adams Street. 
Rockville, Maryland  20850 

Dear Mr. Crawford: 

croooserca^tarLItwav1^^ "^ ?0nth8 ^  ""earning our 
iooioai^e -or fho nil  ^    Connecticut Avenue oroject.  T 

llclnllf^ll  ^ade ^^^ ^°^   "owevar. a decision has just 

su^cort ior ^?h'alte'na?es un^""^"3"1 •DrOJect with 

to see* location aJowvaWroS^-^rTS-0!:-  We haVe dacided 
for the relocation of the northbound 11 It^'*3?  A^iniswation 
Connecticut Avenue/C-ni?^! nf,.      t0 eastb°"nd ramp in the 
Parkway to Conneclic^Avenue!  ^ lnterchan^' *«» ^nsingzon 

the projSct^aifiSM^110^:""^"^ w«.«nt to everyone on 
selected for the -amn   i« I^v 2 1Ce ex?lains the location 
currently funded e^p!.^*^/" the n°tica' ^i- P"iect is 

I appreciate vour intp'-oct- i „ ^t • 
questions regarding the proiel- or ^r .?r^ect-  I* ^ have any 
Mr. Hal Kassoff, state Hiahw^":^    ^QeC:l'S10n' Please contact , a cane riighway Administrator, at (301) 333-lili. 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

-RHT/ ih 

Attachment 

cc:  Mr. Hal Xassof! 
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VICTOR 1. CRAWFORD (MD.. D.C.) 

OCOPCC J. OANXOX. JR. {MD.. D.C.) 

TMOHAS G. WITKOP (MD.. D.C. Ps,.) 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
State Highway Administration 
707  North Calvert Street 
Baltimore,  MD    21202 

LAW OFFICES 

VICTOR L. CRAWFORD 
IOI SORTH  ADAMS   STREET 

ROCXVJLLE. MARYLAND 20030 

(OOl) 702-IOOO 
WASHINGTON.  D.  C. COUNSEL 

E3ERT AND  BO^XXT. 

2000   L   STREET.  NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20030-40aa 
302-920-3232 

oar£    May  22,  1989 

Access Ramp - Conn. 
Ava. and 495 

Montgomery Co.,  MD 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

As I am sure you know, I am active in the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce as 
one of the Vice Presidents and I am a big supporter of the Governor's Light Rail proposal. 
However, I am also an extremely avid and outspoken opponent of the new access ramp to the 
beitway at Connecticut Avenue because of the obvious increase in truck traffic along my area 
of Connecticut Avenue (7601 Connecticut at the corner of Leiand Street), and Linda is as 
concerned as I am. 

[ have been doing everything possible to keep the business community aligned with the 
Governor's proposal on the Light Rail, but those elected officials whom you have been listening 
to for this access ramp are, in fact, prepared to oppose the Light Rail orooosal because of the 
opposition of these same citizen groups who backed them for the access ramp in the first place. 

Enclosed please find a copy of an article which is self-explanatory. I understand that vou 
have already agreed to fund the access ramp, but isn't there someway this can be reconsidered 
or perhaps postponed indefinitely? It certainly has generated a lot of heat in the Chevy Chase 
area, and anything you can do will be greatly appreciated. 

Perhaps you can drop me a note so I can tell my friends and neighbors in Section V, Chevy 
Chase, as to what the position is. I would not like this access ramp to get tied up with the 
Light Rail, out it might very well happen. Anything you can do to help will be aooreciated, and 
I'll took forward to hearing from you. 

< 
I 

h-1 

00 

/LC/dmr 
enclosure 

•V 

June 6, 1989 

Mr. Victor L Crawford 
101 North Adams Street 
Rockville, Ma^land  20850 

Dear Mr. Crawford: 

Thank you for your May 22nd letter concerning the decision to relocate the 
ramp onto the Capital Beltway from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. 
The decision was a difficult one and came only after weighing all factors and 
carefully considering each of the comments we received. We believe this course of 
action will best serve both area residents and the driving public. 

At this time, only the planning phase has been funded. We do not intend to 
proceed with further phases of the project until funding is identified. 

Any decision concerning the proposed light rail line will be made independent 
of the decision to relocate the ramp onto the Capital Beltway from Kensington 
Parkway. An attempt to tie the two projects together would only result in unfortunate 
scheduling delays of the projects and a general misunderstanding of the purpose 
and need of each individual project. 

Thank you for your participation in the decision-making process.  We 
appreciate your interest and input. 

Sincerely, 
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY; 

HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/t 

cc:      Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 

bcc:    Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Mr. David Wallace 

*%* 
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lite K'oup. whidi will inr.et oil 
May 2S.. b upccleU, to' fl^wt 
louglily OIK*; a uiontli u» the hi- 
tine, slie aaid. 

3 



101 
3 

•Uj VILLAGE OF NORTH CHEVY CHASE ? 
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May 23, 198? 

Mr. H»l Kassof-f, Administrator 
D»p»rtment of  Transportation 
Statt oi  Maryland 
707 North Cal««rt Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Kassoffi 

On behaH o-f the Village of North Chewy Chase (NCC), 1 want to thank you 
•for your decision to seek relocation o< the Beltway access ramp -from 
Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Ave. Ue recognize that the State Highway 
Achinistration (SHA) proposal to relocate the Kensington Parkway Ramp has been 
a politically controversial subject, and we salute your willingness to make 
the right decision on this issue. 

As you know, all state and local agencies which have studied this issue 
have unanimously concluded that Kensington Parkway is "inappropriate" to carry 
Beltway-bound state highway traffic and that such traffic should properly be 
located on the state highway (Connecticut Avenue). Ue look forward to working 
with you on this matter and would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and 
further discuss how we can reach a timely completion of this project. 

For over twenty years, NCC has endured the burden of 12,000 Beltway 
commuters daily bisecting our quiet, residential village. Further, as Senator 
Schweinhaut tellingly noted at the Montgomery County Planning Board hearing, 
NCC was promised by the Maryland State Roads Commission (SHA's predecessor), 
that the Kensington Parkway ramps were only a "temporary solution", not a 
permanent one. Your public recognition of this problem and strong support for 
the ramp relocation has earned you the deep gratitude of the entire Village. 
After twenty years of effort, you have given us the strength to redouble our 
efforts and the hope that our village will soon regain its proper residential 
peace and quiet. 

Response not necessary. 

Sincerely, 

JeffU-joah, Chairman 
Citizens'  Comnittee 

cci   18th District Delegation 

A    SPECIAL   TAXING   DISTRICT CONSTITUTED   APRIL   9,   1924 0d> 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hat Kassoff 
Administrator 

June 16. 1989 

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Dorman 
3805 Montrose Drive 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Dorman: 

Thank you for your May 23rd letter supporting the State Highway 
Administration's decision to relocate the ramp onto the Capital Beltway from 
Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue. 

The decision was a difficult one and came only after weighing all factors and 
carefully considering each of the comments we received,  it is our feeling that we 
have selected the proper course of action to serve both area residents and the 
driving public. 

At this time, only the planning phase has been funded.  When funding 
becomes available for engineering and construction, we will proceed with the project. 

Thank you for your participation in the decision-making process.  We 
appreciate your interest and patience. 

Sincerely, 

•fal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/t 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Mr. David Wallace 

My telephone number is (301)_ 

•.«•»  TCCC a....   _    ..-    Teletypswrlter for Impaired Hawing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 O.C Metro - 1-600-492-5082 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St..  Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

^ 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

f-^ylujur- 

Richard H. Trainor 
S«cr«iarY 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

June 23, 1989 

Ma. Kathy Griffin 
7108 Fulton Street 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 

Dear Ms. Griffin: 

20815 

Thank you for your recent telephone call concerning the 
State Highway Administration^ decision to relocate the ramp onto 
the Capital Beltway from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut 
Avenue. 

Enclosed is a brochure from the Combined Location/Design 
Public Hearing held in November of 1987, which contains a map 
with the selected alternate highlighted, and the public notice we 
sent out in May 1989 which describes the selected alternate. 

At this time only the planning phase has been funded. When 
money does become available for engineering and construction we 
wi^l proceed with the project. 

We appreciate your interest in this project and have added 
your name to our project mailing list. You will be notified of 
future project developments. 

Very truly yours, 

Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

by: (Ejawictt o£e*J<-AJ~ 
Harriet Levine 
Project Manager 
Project Planning Division 

HKL:ih 

Enclosures 

cc:     Mr.   Dave  Wallace 

My talephona numbar is (301 (_ 333-6431 

Telatypewritar for Impaired Hearing or Spaaeh 
-7S5S Baltlmora Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5052 Statewide Tol! Free 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 495/MARYLAND ROUTE 185 
INTERCHANGE RECONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT NO. M 600-101-370 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

V.  CORRESPONDENCE 

B.  ELECTED OFFICIALS (1 thru 9) 
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Prepared in response to a verbal 
request from Delegate Robertson 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

RICHARD H. TRAINOR 
Secratary 

HAL KASSOFF 
Administrator 

DEC 14 1987 

The Honorable Donald B. Robertson 
Maryland House of Delegates 
7003 Delaware Street 
Chevy Chase, Maryland  20815 

Dear Delegate Robertson: 

    m 
— maj 
<r—o 
— -om 

C0> 

In response to your request at the Montgomery County Puhiic 
Hearing on Transportation Issues on November 5th. I have    3 
enclosed a copy of the Environmental Assessment for the 
reconstruction of the Interstate Route 495/Maryland Route 185 
interchange and related improvements. 

The proposed basic build alternative, which proposes to 
relocate the northbound to eastbound Beltway ramp from Kensington 
Parkway to Connecticut Avenue and to combine both eastbound 
Beltway exits at Connecticut Avenue, would require no right-of- 
way acquisition.  Six of the seven proposed options, however, 
would require the purchase of some residential property.  The 
amount of required right-of-way associated with each option is 
listed below: 

Option A - Two lane westbound 
connection from 
Kensington Park- 
way to Connecticut 
Avenue. 

Option B - Adjustment to the east-   0 
bound to southbound ramp 
providing a double right 
turn at Connecticut 
Avenue. 

Right-of-Hay 
Required  

0.4 acre 

Option C - Northbound Connecticut 
Avenue to the eastbound 
Beltway via a left turn 
onto the southbound 
Connecticut Avenue to 
the eastbound beltway 
ramp. 

0.2 acre 

Cost of 
Riqht-of-Wav 

8330,000 
(includes 
relocation 
of 1 residence/ 
dentist office) 

SO 

$50,000 

My telephone number l»_ 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0«5l O.C. Metro - i-S00-'92-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

tnv   unrth   r.olwArt   <!t       Rsltlmnr*     Uftrvlanrl   ?1?n.1-0717 ^ 



The Honorable Donald B. Robertson 

Page 2 
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Right-of-Way 
Required  

0.3 acre 

Cost of 
Riqht-of-Wav 

S70,000 

0.4 acre 

1.9 acres 

S100.000 

5460,000 

Option D - Fourth southbound lane 
on Connecticut Avenue 
between the Beltway 
and Jones Bridge Road. 

Option E - Fourth northbound lane 
on Connecticut Avenue 
between Jones Bridge 
Road and the Beltway. 

Option G - Reconstruction of the 
Connecticut Avenue/ 
Jones Bridge Road/ 
Kensington Parkway 
intersection. 

This information can also be found on page S-7 of the 
Environmental Assessment. 

If I can be of any further assistance, please contact me at 
<301) 333-1111. 

Sincerely, 

OMGtNAL SKSNEDBTt 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 

Attachment 

cc:  Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Jack F. Ross     y 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, JrX 

bcc: Mr. John D. Bruck 
Mr. Robert W. Martin 

^ 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 

ftOCKVILLK. MAf*VI.ANO 

»osa CUCNCA 

< 
i 
M 
CO 
00 

February 16. 1988 

Hal Kasoff, Administrator 
State Highway Admlnis. 
P.O. Box 717 
707 B. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Md. 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Kassoff, 

P^CEIVED 
•--   ii* 1383 
4*sb 

PlJJ.,u. 

For sometime I have been reading correspondence on 
both Bides of the matter concerning Interstate Route 495/ 
Maryland Route 185 project planning. 

I vould like to urge that the project to relocate the 
ramps and the proposal to widen Connecticut Avenue be dropped. 
It makes no sense to increase road capacity in a small segment 
when it has no place to go; it merely increases the "squeeze" 
factor. 

I request your favorable attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

&a)(knuJ 
ROSE CRENCA 

Montgomery County Council 

cc:    Mark Hessel 

"0    ;' \ It -7      r\fl} 
I- 

,'« 
3N3Q 

,TBLL* •• W««N«* COUNCIL orncc •UILDINO. ROCKVILLI. MAHVLAMD itti* - a»i-7*eo - TTV t7»-IOtl 

-.1*.'. 

*tnh I  i?85 

<:The Honorahl* Koaa £renca 
'Montgomery County-Council 
Council Office Building 
Rockville, Maryland  20850 

Dear Councilwoman Crenca: 

Thank you for your February 16th letter regarding the 
possible relocation of the ramp leading onto the Capital Beltway 
from Kensington Parkway. 

We recognize this is a very complex issue with impacts 
regardless of what course of action is taken.  He are currently 
evaluating all the concerns which have been raised on both sides 
of the issue to determine what options are available to address 
these concerns.  Unfortunately no course of action is available 
which will satisfy all parties involved in the debate.  However, 
we will attempt to make a decision which is sensitive to all 
issues which have been identified. 

I appreciate your letting me know of your feelings on this 
matter.  If you have additional questions or comments on this 
matter please feel free to contact me or Neil Pedersen, Director 
of the Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering.  Neil's 
phone number is 333-1110. 

Sincerely, 
-rue—•..:,- rt-f,—w AT- 

Hal Kassoff     ' 
,; ._ Administrator 

HK/t ;_ 1:^;:%^^^" . • 

cc: /,Mr. Jleil-jJKfedersen 
- Hr. -'ttLcbsel: Snyder 

bec: ^ry-tibJui*^Kif'Sge, Jr. 
:JM^. Sue Bllen White 

% 



< 
I 

M 
00 

CLOYVVv- 

-*:r.-ij .*• :•_ i 

S   PROJECT 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 
nOCKVILLC. MARVLANO m 3 C3 fH '53 

March 2,  1988 

Hal Kassoff, Administrator, 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Jfe^SfTh 

Chase' "llTcitl^/Zoclatlo16"" *"",«»* *—l. "torney ^ the Chevy 
agreement to remo^ Belt^"^: COnCernln8 what he belle-''  "» "e a lack ^ 

Sincerely, 

Neal Potter 
Councllmember 

NP/mh 

Enclosure 
:o O m 

o-c-o 
n^^aj 

r^j • - rr o .-> 3«- 

se - -.-, —i 

TO ••-1 ca 

Maryland Department ofTransportaOon 
State Highway Administration 

MAR 2 4 1983 

aJ3ichard H. Trainor 

&» ^  ^ " W '65 

:^|£Sg*he Honorable Neal Potter 
• "LfciiSRioBitgonery County Council 
.:.- :i^3Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 

• "Rockville. Maryland  20850 

. Wij-;"Dear Councilman Potter: 

_-*"• "^    Thank you for yoinr Harch 2nd letter concerning the proposed 
?! ^'^improveiaentft-tb ffhe-iat*"r*£atejRoute 495/Connecticut Avenue 
S^ii^itar5bh^Se"^ha;tt^J*t^§^^letter from Mark Hessel. 

-ig^v "tMe are proceeding with the study of relocating the ramp onto 
:Z2g0Bcie -Beltway from Kensington Parkway to Connecticut Avenue because 
JJ.Sv-^tensington Parkway is a local road, maintained by the Village of 

V"":North Chevy Chase, and is not an appropriate facility for 
.~i.;'isi?;arrying interstate-bound traffic.  We are aware that relocating 
."^x^Sthe-ramp would have an effect on Connecticut Avenue and are 
"':'"'. investigating the severity of the effect and mitigating measures. 

We would be pleased to discuss with you details of the 
project and issues which have been raised.  Please feel free to 
call either me or Neil Pedersen if you wish to further discuss 
the project.  Neil can be reached at 333-1110. 

Sincerely, 

HAl TASSOTt 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Ws.   Sue Ellen White 

•.•rj':^fJi!-=ii'-V 

• T.L1.A .. ...... COUHCII. OFnCI .UILOINO. P.OCKVILL.. MAtYUAKO   tOMO - » •-7.00 - TTY .7t ,0.. 
My telephone number is (301L- 

Teletypewrlter tor Impaired Hearing or Speech 
3»3-7553 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-500-492-5062 Statewide Tdl Free 

707 North Calvert  St.. Baltimore, Maryland  21203-0717 '-> 
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COMMTTTEE OH APPROPRUTKXS 
LAW ENrORCEMENT AND TRANSPORTATION 

BUOGCT SUBCOMMmtE 

October 18, 1988 

Maryland Department ofTransponation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainer 
Sccrnary 

Hal Kassoff 
Adminisuator 

"tAtSJ^ 

Mr. Hal Kassoff, Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear  Hal: 

towt NOUH omct auLOva 
nOOM43t 

*»***rOkM, MUTVLANO THOU9%\ 
S0t.«4l-SSI9 

REC^JVEO 
ocr ^^ 

Binm »«tt»« 
J-80 

ft .•/:!» •""Wi^ 

< 
I 

h-1 

o 

I am writing to you at the request of members of the 
rel2^H 0r9e S C0"?'*.*•-^" community who hi" Mghwav- related concerns relating to their residential nI<J!x v y.> 
in Montgomery County. resiaential neighborhood 

nf  ..f^f
1"081^' I am writing inquiring as to the status 

?L?55?r»S,!0 Cr^te a new direct ^tranle ramp to the 
Capital Beltway (Rt. 495) at Connecticut Avenue so Sat th. 
residential neighborhood will not be burdened with th»\l 
Beltway traffic that now travels through t^t ^unUy!^ 

Thanks very much for any assistance you can provide. 

Regards. 

^ Timothy F. Maloney 

TFMxskb 

November 4, 1988 

The Honorable Timothy P. Maloney 
Maryland House of Delegates 
424 T.H. Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate, 

staturn5
k«-h»UTf?fc^

Ur rec?nt letter requesting an update on the 
status of the I-495/Connecticut Avenue project. 

i==„-We SK6 stUi,in the process of reaching a decision on that 
h»« S:-^?JSaStio?k?

f the colnmunity regarding the alternatives 
i£?i. !ELS  Sf' Wiwh very stron9 feelings being expressed from 
both sides.  Given that the request to make changes to the 
th^r?«a^iV'aS <:o:funity based, we had hoped that any solution 
that is implemented would have broad-based community support.  He 
«^i-ee?«.tryi2? to see if * consensus could be developed for a 
single alternative, but have not yet succeeded.  We are continu- 
ing to work with Montgomery County elected officials and the 
community toward this end. 

ni-.J**-?? l5aVe ?ny additional questions regarding this issue. 

Sincerely, 

ftal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 

cc:  Mr. Meil Pedersen 
Mr. Louis Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen Whitet 

-r;- 
.1 
t 

V 
My telephone number is (301)_ 

aaa-rss! B.i.im~. u^    Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383   7533 Blltlmor. Mrtro - 563-0451 O.C. MMro - 1-800-«»2-50«2 Statmld. Tod Free 

707 North Calvert  St.. Baltimore. Maryland 21203-0717 *o 
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Prepared in response to a 
verbal request from Delegate Gordon 

KOV 3 0 888 
The Honorable Michael J. Gordon 
Maryland House of Delegates 
416 Hungerford Drive, Suite 330 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Dear Delegate Gordon: 

At the November 3rd Delegation public meeting on the Draft 
FY 1989-1994 Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP), you and 
Delegate Forehand requested information on the construction 
history of the I-495/MD 185 interchange. 

The initial construction consisted of the 1-495 bridge over 
MD 185 in 1963.  The following year, the full interchange was 
constructed, including the westbound to southbound and the 
northbound to eastbound movements to and from Kensington Parkway. 

In 1981, the ramp for the westbound to southbound movement 
onto Kensington Parkway was removed.  This movement was added to 
the westbound to northbound ramp onto MD 185 via reconstruction 
of the ramp to provide an additional lane and the southbound exit 
onto MD 185.  With the exception of the widening of the mainline 
I-495 to eight lanes and normal maintenance, no additional 
reconstruction of the interchange has taken place. 

Thank you for your interest in this matter.  Please feel 
free to contact me or Mr. Neil Pedersen, Director of the Office 
of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, if you have any further 
questions or concerns.  Mr. Pedersen may be reached at (301) 
333-1110. 

S i ncereIy, 

OfiKaNAL SIGNED BY- 
HAL KASSOFF 

Hal Kassoff 
Admi n i stra tor 

HK/srm 

cc:  Senator Ida G. Ruben 
Delegate Jennie M. Forehand 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Ne iI J. Pedersen 
Mr. Jack F. Ross 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Mr. John D. Bruck 

bcc: Mr. Robert W. Martin 
>rs. Sue El I en Whi te ' 
Mr. Steven R. McHenry 

r^ 
? 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY DELEGATION 

MiCMACU R. GOBDON 
CN*|R 

NANCY K. KOPP 

VtCE-CM*r» 

MARY BOCBGERS 

JOEU CMASNOFF 

GCNE W. COUNIHAN 

DANA OEMOBOW 

ROBERT L. FLANAGAN 

JENNIE M. FOREHAND 
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HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS. MABYLANO 21401-1991 

February 10, 1989 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 
State Highway Administrator 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

PETER FRANCMOT 

BRIAN E. FROSM 

GILBERT J. GENN 

HENRT a HELLER 

SMEILA ELLIS HIXSON 

ROBERT M. KITTLEMAN 

CAROL S. PETZOLD 

DONALD B. ROBERTSON 

JEAN W, ROESSER 

PATRICIA R. SMER 

LEONARD H. TEITELBAUM 

JUDITH C. TOTM 

C. LAWRENCE WISER 

RECJ^yED 
FEB  :      '••-'"> 

DISE-i.... u .,.£ Of 

a„H lhl Mont9omery County Senate and House Delegations have" considered 

Cue^fnte^angr^1  0f the  fOll0Win9 Wlth ^eCt t0 the C^^ 

Msthl'mH^n^Ji00^1!? 0f the
u

ramP between Kensington Parkway and the 
eastbound Capital Beltway to the southeast quadrant of the Connecticut 
Avenue, Capital Beltway interchange, and Connecticut 

•,<-h!;; Thr re1of?t1on of the movement from eastbound Capital Beltwav to 
Evf^th Connecticut Avenue to Ramp "B». In doing so, Sould you please 
so^hbound ^p? 0f Substand-d ""d^ions at the end' of the easLun'd 111 

Both   of   the   aforegoing   are   to   be   as   proposed   by   the   State   Hiahwav 

SSSSSS& si««ss,:; .sJisrJss^^ 

The following should also be done with respect to this project: 

!„„ 1
D •!?11 n

mov
J
ements from Kensington Parkway into the intersection of 

per^tUd?96    and Connect1cut Ave^ ^ould continue as thly are now 

2. The "Green Road" should not be constructed. 

existL ArTnh1
t
mP

n
rf0Ven'entSJ

0n .c°nnect1':<'t ^enue should be made within the 
existing right-of-way and without widening outside the existing curb 
1 nes, except for the minor portion required in the parcel on the east 
side nearest to the interchange In order to acconnodate the new RampV" 

^^ Maiyland Department ofTranspottation 
State Highway Administration 

MAR 17 1969 

Richard H. Trainor 
SacrMary 

Hal Kasioff 
Administrator 

The Honorable Ida G. Ruben 
Maryland State Senate 
204 James Senate Office Building 
100 College Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401-1991 

The Honorable Michael R. Gordon 
Maryland House of Delegates 
222 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401-1991 

Dear Senator Ruben and Delegate Gordon: 

Thank you for your February 10th letter regarding the 
oroooser^?0""^ Ration''s recommendation clncerning the 
Avenue  11 lllllll*?  ^  Capital Be:ltMay »»» at Connfcticut Avenue,  we appreciate your review of this issue and vour 

^r^wardTI-is1011-  ^K" Wil1 be 0f"»"' vi^to us as 
-nc^iorifthe^ear^utSre^6 PrOJeCt-  We eXPeCt t0 reaCh a 

Sine 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 

cc:  Delegate Jennie Forehand 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 

^-Mf. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms.   Sue  Ellen White 

My talsphons number l» 13011 333-1111 

303-7555 Balllmor. u«.-Tel?.y?*""« 'or Impaired Hearing or Speech 
Baltimore Matro - 565-0451 DC. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Frae 

'07  North  Calvert   St.,   Baltlmorn.   UarvUnd   Jljon-0717 

e^J? 



Page 2 
Hal Kassoff, State Highway Administrator 
February 10, 1989 

< 
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U) 

4. A recoiiinendation should be made by you to the Montgomery County 
Department of Transportation that a traffic signal be placed at the 
ntersection of Spring Valley Road and Jones Bridge Road that would be 
interconnected and coordinated with the traffic signal at the intersection 
of Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road.  By separate copy of this 
IMC^ IfJ •C0Un,ty- DePartment of Transportation, we urge them to place this traffic signal in operation. 

Bridge'Roadere Sh0Uld ^ n0 w1den1n9 of Connecticut Avenue south of Jones 

„,i,.«We^Und/rStar<) that ofters w111 be made t0 P^chase at fair market 
value the four houses on the east side of Connecticut Avenue whose only 
current access is on Connecticut Avenue. 

We request that you investigate the construction of a sidewalk 
between the interchange and Jones Bridge Road and check with the owners of 
the property on the east side of Connecticut Avenue to determine the 
aesiraointy or that. 

Finally, there should be no Implication of any future widening of 
Connecticut Avenue south of this interchange as the result of this 

Sincerely, 

Ida G. Ruben, Chairman 
Montgomery Co. Senate Delegation 

'%6u^\ 
Michael R. Gordon, Chairman 
Montgomery Co. House Delegation 

ICR:MRG/sv 

^ 

2 
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Fe bruary 28.   1989 

*<=    Administrator 
Mr.  Hal KM.-ffA^fistration 
State  Highway  * et 
707   North C^"lnd  21202 
Baltimore,  Marya 

< 
I 
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Dear Hal: 

«eeks- r orevious correspondence^ 
» accordance M£ £&  xeep me posted 

^ror^s ^stfiU- P^oect. 

Thanks very much. 

tVmothy F. Maloney 

Maryland Department ofTransportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainor 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Adminisirator 

MAR 14 1989 

The Honorable Timothy F. Maloney 
Maryland House of Delegates 
431 T.H. Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401-1991 

Dear Delegate 

regarding this matter, please do not hesitate t 

Hil Kassoff 
Adm inistrator 

HK/ih 

cc: JA\r . Nei I J. Pedersen 
Mr. Mi chael Snyder 

A- 0   J "" 

(To - o 

J^.     I'M 

(ft.'i.    i ^^ • /J: 

My leiephona number is linn        TTT-1111 

383-7555 Bpi.im~. u«.     T9le,VPewrlter 'or Impalfed Hearing or Soeech 
383   7555 Baltlmw. Me   o   -  565-0*51 OX. Metro  -  1-300^92-5062  Statewide   To.I  Free 

?07   Norttl   Calvert   St..   3altlnore.   Ndarvlano   21203-071? 

7^ 
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SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 
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MARGARET COLLINS SCMWEINMAUT 

COMMITTEE: 

JUCMCIAL PfOCEEDtNGS 

HOME ADDRESS: 

3flOI SAUL ROAD 

KENSINGTON. MARYLAND 20099 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

May 16, 1989 

Mr. Hal Kassoff 

Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

Dear Hal: 

Your letter of May 8 concerning the decision 
on the Kensington Parkway entrance to the beltway 
is a reason for many to sing hallelujahs.  This 
matter has been of concern to me for a great 

many years and I am much relieved that a decision 
has finally come about.  I am personally indebted 
to you and to all those who participated in finalizing 
it.  I wish there were a way to soothe the feelings 
of those in opposition, but 1 know of none such. 

NOTE; 

This letter was received in 
response to SHA's May 8, 1989 letter 
to elected officials advising them of 
the Selected Build Alternative decision. 

1 am 
With personal appreciation of your help. 

^firgaret Schveinhaut 
Senator 

"^ 



CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 

COMMTTItK 

^OST OfFlCt AND CIVIL SfHVtCI 

SCtENCt SPACE. ANO TICMNOIOCV 

StLCCT CQMMITTEe OH ACiNQ Gongreaa of tfje ®ntteb States 
Ifyouit of iRcprcScntatibcs 

June 8,   1989 

WAIHiNGTON OfKl 
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OtSTMCT (wnct 

11141 CIOKCIA AVIMUI 
SUfTt Ml 

WNtATOM. WO lOtOS 

Mr. Hal Kaasoff 
Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707 M. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

< 
I 
M 

satisfaction of all those Involved 

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration in this matter. 
If you have any questions please contact my district office. 

Sincerely, 

Constance A. Horella 
Member of Congress 

CAM:jk 
Enclosure 

7 6? fV 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

n •   * '. 

Richard H. Trainor 
7"Secr«lary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

June 27, 1989 

The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
United States House of Representatives 
11141 Georgia Avenue 
Suite 302 
Wheaton, Maryland  20902 

Dear Congresswoman Morella: 

Thank you for your June 8th letter on behalf of Ms. Sandra Alexopoulos    We 
have reviewed her comments and they will be taken into consideration in the 
preparation of the final environmental document. 

The State Highway Administration recognizes the inappropriateness of havina 
interstate ramp traffic travelling on a local street such as Kensington Parkway   For 
this reason, we have recommended the relocation of the ramp to Connecticut 
Avenue. While we feel the ramp should be relocated, we are making every effort to 
minimize the impacts to the homes along Connecticut Avenue.  Based on the 
information we have available at this time, we believe that the proposed improve- 
ments can be accomplished within existing SHA-owned right-of-way.  Final right-of- 
way requirements will not be known until detailed engineering is complete. 

We are also sensitive to the issue of pedestrian safety.  During the final design 
phase of this study, consideration will be given to the feasibility of adding sidewalk! 
along the east side of Connecticut Avenue in the area under question.  In addition 
he median strip will be retained to serve as a refuge area for pedestrians crossing in 

the middle of the block. 

In recognition of the difficulties faced by residents of the four homes whose 
only access is off Connecticut Avenue in the vicinity of the new ramp take-off we 
have offered to purchase the homes, at the request of the homeowners, when the 
project is ready for construction. 

This project decision was not an easy one.  There were very strong feelings 
and compelhng arguments on both sides of the issue.  We have tried to mitigate the 
impacts of the proposed ramp relocation to the extent reasonable and will continue 
to be sensitive to the issues raised during the development of engineering plans. 

My telephona number is (301)__  

383-755! Baltimnr. u...-Te,?/f*""" ,or lmP<"r«<l Hearing or Speech 
B*lm«, Metro -"5-045,o.C. Metro -;-.O0?4.^O^Statew,,,. TC, Free 

^- 



JUNObiyaa 
8911 Connecticut Avenue 
North Chevy Chase, Hd.  20815 
May 25, 1989 

The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
Page Two 
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The Honorable Constance Morella 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C.  20515 

Dear Representative Morellai 
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osure 1). 

The families on Connecticut Avenue protested to our 
Citizens' Committee and were told that we were just being 
paranoid and that, in any event, it was our own fault for being 
so "stupid" as to have purchased homes on Connecticut Avenue. 
Our arguments that our elected officials should be concerned 
with the well-being of a^l Villagers and not just those on 
Kensington Parkway - many of whom purchased their homes after 
the two permanent beltway ramps had been constructed there - 
were in vain. 

The Connecticut Avenue families then turned to the State 
Highway Administration and were told that this project was 
to be done as a "special exception" and that there would be 
no public hearings and no impact studies and that we must 
bear the burden for the greater good of the community.  How 
Connecticut Avenue was to be widened, the existing loop ramp 
on the east side of Connecticut moved to the west side of 
Connecticut, a new on-ramp constructed, and a new road built 

Thank you again for your letter.  If you have any further questions, please feel 
free to contact me or Neil Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary 
Engineering.  Neil may be reached at 333-1110. 

Sincerely, 
ORIGINAL SIGNrD SY. 

•HAL KASSOF/-  ' 

- Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 

cc:      Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 

bcc:    Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Cynthia Simpson   (w/incoming) 
Mr. David Wallace   (w/incoming) 

^ O- 
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between Kensington Parkway and Connecticut Avenue within the 
monetary constraints of a special exception was nevex 
explained. 

At this point, the families on Connecticut Avenue were 
frantic.  We had not only been cast aside by our own Village, 
but we now learned that the SHA had only developed this 
proposal under intense political pressure from our state rep- 
resentatives (Senator Margaret Schweinhaut and Delegates 
Donald Robertson, Patricia Sher and Lawrence Wiser).  We had 
nowhere to turn and expected to see bulldozers in our front 
yards at any moment. 
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Chevy Chase Valley, which consists of 55 homes between 
Jones-Bridge Road and the beltway, had been bearing the 
extremely deleterious effects of the 1981 relocation and 
could see that this further relocation would only worsen their 
situation.  Although Chevy Chase Valley Is a non-taxing 
entity - unlike the Village of North Chevy Chase - and had to 
levy a special tax on their residents to pay for legal 
assistance to oppose ramp relocation, they "adopted" the 
Village residents on the east side of Connecticut Avenue and 
have represented us ever since. 
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Due to the efforts of Chevy Chase Valley, this matter 
was taken up the Montgomery County Planning Board an4 the 
State Highway Administration was finally forced to do an 
Environmental Assessment and hold a Design/Location Public 

Hearing. 

The Environmental Assessment and the study done by the 
Planning Board staff did nothing to assuage our concerns, 
but instead confirmed our worst fear that, while the Village 

Connecticut Avenue families and Chevy Chase.Valley would 
bear the brunt of the relocation, the entire Connecticut Avenue 
corridor from Chevy Chase Circle to the beltway would be 
seriously harmed. 
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As for health issues, the Environmental Assessment con- 
firmed that noise levels in front of our homes even now exceed 
the Federal Highway Administration's criteria for noise 
abatement.  The study also claims that nothing can be done to 
alleviate these high noise levels, except that, by some 
miracle beyond my ken, SHA claims that noise levels will 
decrease  (although still be far above federal criteria) with 
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the addition of 12,000 cars and 370 trucks per day directly 
in front of our homes (see Enclosure 2). 

Pedestrian safety was not even addressed in the  Environ- 
mental Assessment.  The east side of Connecticut Avenue has 
no sidewalk and the lack of traffic gaps make crossing the 
avenue a nightmare.  Pedestrians often find themselves 
marooned in the median strip.  If the ramp is moved, it will 
be impossible to cross Connecticut during the AM and PM rush- 
hours - the very times when most of us are leaving or returning 
home. 
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I think the disastrous effect this relocation will have 
on the Village Connecticut Avenue families is summed up best 
by these remarks in the study done by the Montgomery County 
Planning Board staff: 

"The people who are most harmed by this Beltway 
ramp relocation are the people who reside on the 
east side of Connecticut Avenue.  These people 
will have a situation similar to, but worse than, 
what is experienced each day by the residents on 
Kensington Parkway.  The homes are closer to 
Connecticut Avenue, the driveways in many cases 
are already at steep grades, and they already 
have heavy volumes of traffic passing by their 
homes." 

The studies done by SHA and the Planning Board staff 
galvanized opposition to the ramp relocation and the 
following groups and Citizen Associations in Chevy Chase 
have voiced opposition to this proposal: 

<|b 
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Village of Chevy Chase, Section 3 
Village of Chevy Chase, Section 5 
Town of Chevy Chase 
Hamlet Citizens Association 
Chevy Chase Hills 
Chevy Chase Valley 
Chevy Chase Recreation Association 

The familes on Connecticut Avenue embarked on what can 
only be called an "Alice in Wonderland" journey in which 
up is down and black is white and from which we learned 
why""politics" is a dirty word in some peoplefs lexicon. 
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The ramp relocation proposal was brought up before the 
State Delegation Transportation Committee on November 3, 
1988.  At this meeting, representatives of the SHA dropped 
all pretense that this proposal had anything to do with road 
improvements.  They stated that the proposal was instigated 
solely as a result of political pressure and that the SHA 
was now officially "neutral" and would make their decision 
based on recommendations from our State delegates and the 
Planning Board. 

The Montgomery County Planning Board, after holding 
several hearings on this matter, made their "final" decision 
on November 17, 1988, after hearing testimony from Mr. Neil 
Pedersen of the SHA, in which he reiterated that political 
pressure was the impetus for this proposal and that there 
would be no Improvement in the traffic flow on Connecticut 
Avenue and no improvement In the function or safety of 
access to 1-495.  Mr. Pedersen also stated that, if Connecticut 
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Avenue had to be widened north of Jones-Bridge Road and homes 
condemned as a result thereof. It was unlikely that SHA 
could approve this project due to the costs involved.  After 
hearing this testimony from SHA and remarks from proponents 
-nd opponents, the Planning Board decided to recommend to 
HA that, if the ramp were to be moved, the east side of 
onnecticut Avenue must be widened, the four homes whose onl) 

___ ._ « ___~i .. •   - i • t •..., Aff<.v» *,« 

S 
c 
access access Is Connecticut Avenue must be condemned and offers to 
purchase the other seven homes must be made, if any of them 
remained viable after widening. 
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This was a low point for me in this whole sorid saga. 
While I felt the first recommendation of the Planning Board 
was mistaken, at least I thought their decision was made in 
what they felt was the best interest of the community and 
was untainted by political considerations.  Seeing what I had 
always believed to be an independent board forced to capitulate 
under public political pressure was disgusting. 
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Once the Planning Board's recommendation had been 
sanitized and made politically palatable, the proposal to 
relocate the ramp was taken up by our State Delegation.  I 
won't go into all the details, except to say that many of 
the delegates and senators, when contacted by residents of 
Chevy Chase Valley, had not even seen any of the studies 
and were not aware that anyone was opposed arid were only 
voting for relocation as a "courtesy" to District 18 represen- 
tatives (see enclosure 4).  Not surprisingly, the recommenda- 
tion to move the ramp was approved and sent to SHA.  While 
this recommendation goes to great lengths to assure the 
residents south of Jones-Bridge Road that no widening of 
this section of Connecticut Avenue is contemplated, no such 
assurances were given to residents living north of Jones- 
Bridge (see Enclosure 5). 
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I know this has been a long letter, but I think you 
hould also be aware of how SHA, our District 18 representatU 
nd the elected offtcials of the Village of North Chevy Chase 

have misrepresented this i :sue to the public on many occasions 
first, I am enclosing a letter from Mr. Michael Snyder of 
SHA in which residents on the east side of Connecticut Avenue 
are assured that no right-of-way in front of our homes 
would be required for this project (see Enclosure 8). 
Unfortunately, I do not ha ve a transcript of the January 5, i OQO  r.,    j —        *»"*>*.». * &/*. wx.    uue January : 
1989, Planning Board hearing at which Senator Schweinhaut 
and Delegates Robertson and Wiser misrepresented many issues, 
but I am enclosing a letter 1 sent to Delegate Jenny Forehand 
in which I recount many of their statements (see Enclosure 9). 
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In addition, this controversy has always been misrepresented 
by proponents of ramp relocation as a disagreement between 
the Village of North Chevy Chase and Chevy Chase Valley - 
completing Ignoring opposition from all over Chevy Chase and 
from within the Village itself.  The Village of North Chevy 
Chase has repeatedly misrepresented elements of the proposal - 
not only to the public - but to their own residents.  For 
example, the Village has denied that they ever supported 
widening Connecticut Avenue.  Yet, as you can see from Enclo- 
sure 1, the plan they designed with SHA included widening. 
The Village has called the issue of additional truck traffic 
a "red herring" and has claimed that up to 200 trucks per 
day are illegally using Kensington Parkway.  They have no 
studies to back up this claim and in fact - it is not only 
ludicrous - it Is not true.  In contrast, the estimate of up 
to 370 additional trucks per day using the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue Is the result of a study done by SHA (see 
Enclosure 3).  Recently Senator Margaret Schwelnhaut has 
attempted to appease residents living south of Jones-Bridge 
Road by intimating that she would attempt to have truck 
traffic barred from Connecticut Avenue, even though she is 
well aware - and SHA has made clear - that this Is impossible. 
While the cost of this project has always been projected 
at between $6-10 million, the Village has maintained that it 
would cost no more than $2 million (see Enclosure 10).  The 
Village has also vastly exaggerated the cost of maintaining 
Kensington Parkway.  At the Design/Location Public Hearing, 
Jeff Noah, Chairman of the Village Citizen's Committee, stated 
that the Village had spent almost *50,000. in 1986 to maintain 
Kensington Parkway (see Enclosure 11).  In fact, according 
to Village records, almost no monies were expended on Kensington 
Parkway during that year and the $50,000. referred to was spent 
on resurfacing other streets in the Village.  As for the 
Villagers contention that SHA had agreed that the ramps on 
Kensington Parkway would only be temporary, SHA has been unable 
to find any record of any such commitment (see Enclosure 12). 
As you can see from the above, the Village doesn't let the 
truth get in their way when it comes to having this ramp 

moved. 

None of us like traffic in front of our homes, but we 
cannot, accept all the advantages afforded by the automobile 
while attempting to foist all the disadvantages onto our 
neighbors.  At some point our elected officials must decide 
whether they want any homes to remain on our major roads or 
whether they wish to create massive roadways - devoid of all 



The Honorable Constance Horella 
May 25, 1989 
Page Nine 

signs of human habitation and plant life - fit for nothing but 
ferrying vehicles back and forth.  If the residential character 
of many of our major roads is to be maintained, then*certain 
small concessions must be made to those living along these 
roads.  At the very least, they must be able.to enter and exit 
their driveways with some degree of safety and projects like 
the one to relocate this ramp must be stopped. 

I live in one of the four homes that SHA has said it 
would "consider" purchasing, if the ramp is moved.  SHA says 
these purchases will be voluntary, but, since I cannot subject 
my family to the unsafe and unhealthy conditions that will 
be created by this relocation, I will be forced to leave. 
This is so unfair.  The question that all of us who will be 
so terribly effected by relocation keep asking is why is our 
safety less important than those on Kensington Parkway.'  Are 
we less valuable because we live on a state highway? 

<3_ .  .     I am enclosing photographs of my home so you can see just 
I     how very close to the road it is and that my fears are not 

|\j     exaggerated. 
O 
U1 Mrs. Morella, we who live on the east side of Connecticut 

Avenue, have no where else to turn.  We desperately need your 
help.  We implore you to try to stop the unjust relocation 
of this ramp - not only for the Village Connecticut Avenue 
families - but for all the communities with homes on 
Connecticut Avenue. 

Yours very truly. 

S^/LjH^   C2^ya~d~J 
Sandra   Alexopoulos 

ends. 

10 



INTERSTATE ROUTE 495/MARYLAND ROUTE 185 
INTERCHANGE RECONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT NO. M 600-101-370 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

V.  CORRESPONDENCE 

AGENCY COORDINATION (1 thru 16) 

)f- 



Date 

C.  AGENCY COORDINATION 

Coordination 

iP 
July 24, 1987 

August 6, 1987 

August 6, 1987 

August 10, 1987 

August 13, 1987 

August 18, 1987 

August 19, 1987 

August 21, 1987 

August 21, 1987 

September 8, 1987 

November 11, 1987 

November 12, 1987 

November 23, 1987 

Letter from Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources, Maryland Geological Survey, 
regarding archeological resources. 

Telephone call from Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources, Non-Tidal Wetlands, 
regarding wetlands. 

Telephone call from Maryland Department of 
the Environment, Standards and Certifications 
Division, regarding stormwater management. 

Telephone call from Maryland Soil Conserva- 
tion Service, regarding prime farmlands. 

Letter from Maryland Historic Trust regarding 
significant standing structures. 

Letter from Maryland Historic Trust regarding 
archeological resources. 

Letter from Maryland Historic Trust regarding 
cultural resources. 

Letter from Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources Forest Park and Wildlife Service 
regarding known Federally threatened or 
endangered plant or wildlife species. 

Letter from Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources, Capital Programs Administration, 
regarding park properties. 

Letter from U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, regarding 
Federally listed endangered or threatened 
species. 

Letter from Maryland Department of the 
Environment, regarding air quality analysis. 

Letter from U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, regarding air quality analysis. 

Letter from Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation regarding update for Ken- 
sington/Wheaton and Bethesda/Chevy Chase 
Master Plans. 

V-206 
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Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

Maryland Geological Survey 
2300 Si. Paul Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21218 
Telephone:   <*"'  5S»-5500 ^ 

Torreyt:. BrowB^.D. 
William Donald Sdiaefer Sccnan-* 'Zi _. 

Cowmor —*     O •<• ^ 
Kenneth N. ^^ig 
OiYcroS ^ O c_ 
EmeryaCKg^^ 
Deputy DirtctolZ-        __J 

Division of Archeology ^ — rn -' 

(301) 554-5S30 ^    ^ 

24 July 1987 

Hr. Louis B. Ege, Jr. 

Deputy Director 
Division of Project Development 
State Highway Administration 

P.O. Box 717/707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

RE: Proposed Interchange Reconstruction 
and Improvements to Connecticut Avenue at I-49S 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

1   have   reviewed   the    above-referenced   project   with   regard   to   archeological 
resources.     Within  the   immediate  area on   the   south  side  of   the   intersection 
there is a low potential for  the presence of archeological sites.    The terrain 

<        is  relatively steep   (8-15*)   with  eroded  to  severely eroded  soils.   There   is  a 
1 small   section  of   land   on   the   southeastern  side  of   the   intersection   that   is 
^        generally    level,    but    residential    development    appears    to    have    introduced 
2        substantial   disturbance   to   the   landscape.      It   is   anticipated   that   the   land 

immediately   around   the   intersection   has   experienced   disturbance    from   road 
construction activities.     If prehistoric sites were in the area,  they probably 
would have been located on the level terrain,  and have been seriously impacted 
by development.    Eighteenth and  19th century maps do not record historic sites 
at the intersection. 

If I can be of further  assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

CO 

/Ted M. Payhe 
/ Highway Project Director 

TK?:lw 

cc:    Cynthia D. Simpson 

aoseph Hopkins,  III        DNR ^ [gt ^ 30l.974.3683 



RUMMEL- KLEPPER & KAHL  consuUingengineers 
IMS N. CAIVERI STREET - BAITIMORE. MO. 21202-3891 • 30I-68S-3IQ5 

July 30, 1987 

ALSEW K SIALUCKCMT 
ftAU'M t. UAAQmSS 

«ie£RTLOE£N.A 
ERIC «. wtaes 
E. fl06£RI SEfTZ 
HAAPr F. SCMMALE. JR„ CRA. 
*flUM« K. MOtMANM 

EOwWOi2EGl£ft 
H. LEROr WMTtLEY. A 
I«UJ*A< a eurua. JR. 

WS.»WJONSON 
i t(EN*«TM J««80E 
STIPKN W. KAOAY 
MCNfW U. HAWeERlS. A 
TX>«*SN. LASH 
0*MOW. WMXACE 
TOAW H. DONALDSON 
CMAflUS «. EASTER JR. 

CMWOX E. PffOWTO. JR. 
URfWE. t<WUAN 
F. DUNCAN SMITH 

Mr. Rfchard J. Ayella 
Wetland Division 
Department of Natural  Resources 
Water Resources Administration 
Tawes State Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland    21401 

Project:    I-495/Connectlcut Avenue  Interchange Study 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Ayella; 

existing M* K^l ielttwav]9!,„WtLAHt,m,'niSt7Kt!-0n  " e«'««1n9  l.provements  for the 

along Connecticut A^nue ?• i-«5 T^ ^ ^^ ^i.^ **"* • eXtendS 

entrance ra^p Ce^tbounf l-Ms^faSi^inSV """^'"^oc.Mng the existing 
^ Avenue (Maryland Route 185)      Ootions hMnn c? T, f      /}* l0Ca1 Street)  t0 Connecticut 

t^pact anyt^rLs^^t^r^o^c^rl^^^e^itn."—" ,f the -^^ -'- 

appreciated. s  matter-     rour  timely  response  would  be  greatly 

Very truly yours, 

RUMMEL, KLEPPER 4 KAHL 

David W. Wallace, P.E'I  

OWU/sms 
Enclosure 
cc: Ms. Sue Ellen White, SHA 

August 6,  1987 - telephone call 
from Ms.  Denlse Clearwater 
«<f.  Dm, Non-Tidal Wetlands 
(974-3841) 

1.  There are no non-tidal wetlands In 
project area. 

2-  Requested a wetlajids Inventory. 

D.W.W. 

Rqgppnse to Wetlands Division. MB DWR I Letter *•>) 

A wetlands field inventory was conducted and determined tha* there 
are no wetlands located in the project area. 

^ 



RUMMEL- KLEPPER S: KAHL.  consulting engineers 

IMS K. OU.VERI STREH • BAUIMORC MO. 21M-3S91 • 301.6S5-310S 
ALBCflT ft. SULIKKCKT 
RALPH £. UAftOUCS 
ALBERT' L. OCEN. JR. 
£WC K. WEBER 
£. nCWCRT SE1T2 
HABRV F. SCHUAL£, JH. CPA. 
WUiAU K. HCUXAMN 

EO*««0 J. ZEIGLEfl 
H. LEBO* WHITElXY. JR. 
MLUAMR etmxft.^- 

WS VrtUONSON 
j. KENNETH JhftSOE 
STEPHEN W. K*G«f 
hENRV M. MABetRIS. A 
TM>WSN.LASM 
0*0 V* «tMJ-»CC 
HVWt K OONAUBON 
CKAALES M. EASTW. JR. 
CAARQU E. PtNCKARa JR. 
LfcBfTr £. NEWMAN 
f. DUNCAN SMITM 

July 30, 1987 

Hs. Jo Ann Watson 
Division of Water Quality 
Hd. Department of Mental Hygiene 
Office of Environmental Programs 
201 W. Preston Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

Project: I-495/Connectlcut Avenue Interchange Study 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Dear Ms. Watson: 

The Maryland State Highway Administration Is evaluating If^•****? $£ 
existlna 1-495 (Capital Beltway) interchange with Connecticut Avenue (Maryland Route 185) 
n Moi? oLry County. Maryland". As Indicated on the attached map the study area extends 

along Connecticut Avenue from 1-495 to south of Jones Bridge Road. 

The ouroose of this study is to evaluate options for relocating the existing 
entrance •p for'eastbound -495 from Kensington Parkway (a local street) to Connecticut 

Avenue (M^ry and Route 185). Options being studied ^^"d%n£W t
ramP ""w'idenincTof Jones 

' require property from Rock Creek Park. 

As part of the environmental evaluation, we are concerned if the project could 
have an adverse effect on flood control, or water quality In the project area. 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at (301) 685-3105. 
Thank you fo/your assistance in this matter. Your timely response would be greatly 

appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

RUMMEL, KLEPPER i KAHL 

David W. Wallace, P.t. 

DWW/sms 
Enclosure 
cc: Ms. Sue Ellen White. SHA 

August 6, 2987 - telephone call 
from Kr.  Andrew Der 
Maryland Sept. of the Environment 
Standards and Certification Division 
(225-6293) 

1. storwater manageraent issues are 
critical, and must be addressed 
in final design. ^^ 

Response to MD Department of Mental  Hygiene   fLetter  «31 

Stormwater Management Plans will be developed during final design 
and submitted to the Maryland Department of Environment for review 
and approval. 

^ 



RUMMEL- KLEPPER & KAHL  consulting engineers 
1035 K. CAIVERT STOET • MUIMORE, W. 2I21J2J8S1 • 30I«5JH1S 

July 30, 1987 

Mr. Richard Nagel 
State Conservationist 
Soil Conservation Service 
Room 522 
4321 Hartwick Road 
College Park. Maryland    20740 

ALsem i SEAUXI<CHT 
RALPH £ WAHOmss 
ALBERT I. MEN. JR. 
ERC K. WEBER 
E. ROBERT SEIT2 
HAPfflr f. SCMMALE. JB.. CPA. 
VWJJAU*  MEUMANN 

CCNWRO Jt ZEiGUR 
M. LEROf *»<TELEX JR. 
WUJAM a BUTUR. x, 

WS. WXJUHSON 
JL «Nt*ETH JAROOe 
STEPHEN w. tfj&ef 
nENRf M. HAPBERTS. JR. 
TMO*USN. USM 
Do/IO w. WALLACE 
fRAW K OOWIDSON 
CHAft^S u. EASTER. JR. 
CARRCXt. E. PtNCKAfia JR 

#  LARRf £. NEWMAN 
F. DUNCAN SMITH 

Project:    I-49S/ConnecticUt Avenue Interchange Study 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Nagel: 

existing I-^STS'ui B:!t:ay?ihntUtgf^C0onn:SctlVnUr,n9 «•""«"* ^r the 
Jn Montgomery County, Maryland. As indicated"in\£e ^ ^ Avenue ^rylmd Route 185) 
along Connecticut Avenue iom ,-495 to s^VfOon^ Bridge Z.'. ^ **"* ^ eXtendi 

entrance Jmp Ka^tb^nS^A^oJ^Iw^^rk""0^ ,f0r,re,0e"1n9 the "'«'"9 
Avenue (Maryland Route 185). Options beJna StXSlnEV* 0Ca1 Street) t0 c°n"ecticu? 
the existing interchange area), portions of ,lw nc'"de "^ ""P construction (within 
Bridge   Road.      Traffic  oper"ions   and  circuittiZ ^"L,?1•"*'   and  V"'den1n9  of Jon« 

Thank you  ftrVV,i^ta*
,%iri^/t,-|J',r

,,ff  CrtaCt " "  {30!)  685-3105- appreciated. 's  ma•er-     'our  timely  response  would  be  greatly 

Very truly yours, 
August 10,  1937 - telephone call 

RUMMEL.  KLEPPER &  KAHL fr°m te-  Ric* Brush 
Soil Conservation Service 
(251-2290) 

uav)d W. Wallace, P.E.  

OWW/sms 
Enclosure 
cc: Ms. Sue Ellen White, SHA 

1- While there are some prime farm- 
land soils In the project area, 
the intensity of development in 
the  immediate project area would 
preclude any need to assess prime 
farmlands. 

D.tf.ff. 

-te z> 



 —— Willi«i.DooJJSd-<^t 
MARYLAND Cb«•. 
HISTORICAL 

J. RUKUU Emu 
SecrrtJT,. DECD 

August  13,   1987 TRUST 
5 

Ms.   Cynthia Simpson,  Chief 
Environmental Management 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.  0.   Box  717 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore,  Maryland     21203-0717 

Dear Ms.   Simpson: 

RE:     Interstate Route 495/ 
Maryland Route  185 
(Connecticut Avenue) 

 Improvements  Study 

Thank you for your letter of August 7,   1987  concerning  the 
above-referenced project.    Our office concurs that the area outlined 
contains no significant standing structures.     Your cooperation is 
appreciated. 

yj^g^^J^/^y^Ua^C^ 
Sincerely, 

< 
I 

George J.' Andreve 
NO Project Review and 

Compliance Administrator 
Office of Preservation Services 

GJA/AHL/mrac 
cc:  Ms. Rita Suffness 

Mr. Paul Wettlaufer 
Ms. Mary Ann Kephart 
Ms. Margaret M. Coleman 

9— H.-. 21 So.Grtfe AK.poik M*y<Mii l\*a\ (301)974.2212.97«4J8 
Icnvvwr Andrea: ARBU VJlip Praftwmtl COMX. 1517 RiidiN KfUxy. AreoU. MuyUxd 2)012 



MARYLAND 
HISTORICAL 

ft       %    %'  \ 
ULK-LLflU,1—f 1 

TRUST August 18, 1987 

Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Deputy Director 
Project Developnent Division 
State Highway Adainistration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltijnore, Maryland    21203-0717 

Gxcmor 

J. RanUIEnn 
Secntary. DECD 

O 

^zr- o 

: -•• o 

6 

BE: M> Rt.  185  (Connecticut Ave ) 
with 1-495 

^^tprovenents Stu3y 
Hontqanery Oxintyf Maryland 

Dear Mr. Ege: 

^JZg" »«— «» *,»«-«£»,««! proj^t tot M£«U to mi^K^crt 

If you have a^r quesUons, please contact Ms. Beth Brown at (301)  974-4450. 

Sincerely, 

RB3/BCB/far«: 
oc:    Dr. Jody Hopkins 

Mr. Tyler Bastian 
Ms. Mary Ann Kephart 
Ms. Margaret M. Cbleraan 

Richard B. lilies 
Chief Adninistrator, 
Archeokagical Prograras 
Office of Kanagnent and Plannirg 

a~ Hx«. 21 S<• Ode A^^yJk H^ytoJ 21401 (301) 974.2212.974-2433 
*•»<•»» A.I4-: A•U VSUB P^fa^J c•. 1517 Ridi H^^r. A»oU. VW»l»d 21012 



MARYLAND 
HISTORICAL 

WaUmDotuldScffder 
Coormor 

J. Rindall Ewm 
Secretary. D£CD 

TRUST August 19,  1387 

Mr. David W. Killace, P.E. 
Runtnel, Klepper & Kahl 
1035 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimare, tteiryland   21202-3891 

Dear Mr. Wallace: 

KE: 1-49 S/W) Rt. 185 Interchange Study 
Mantqanery Oounty, Maryland  

We have received your request for cultural resources infomatian on the above- 
referenoed study area. 

< 
I 

M 

For archeology, there are no known sites presently recorded on our inventory for 
the study area.    In our opinion, the sect-ion on the south side of 1-495 has a low 
potential for the presence of significant archeological resources, due to the 
area's topojrafhy and extent of modem disturbances.    Archeological investigations 
are not warranted for this southern section.   However, the area north of 1-495 
includes level, relatively undisturbed park laitls adjacent to Kock Creek.    If 
construction or construction related activities are proposed for outside the existing 
right of way in this area, ve wuld recccnend that archeological testing be conducted 
to identify and evaluate the area's archeological resources prior to inpact. 

In terms of standing structures, our office has recently been in contact with 
SHA concerning what is apparently the sane project (see enclosures) but with a 
significantly snaller study area.    Ihere are at least two known historic structures 
within your larger area M35-10  (Hayes Maror)  and M35-11 (Trolly Station/Qievy Qiase 
Lake) which are noted on the enclosed map.   Other, vmsurveyed structures may exist 
within your larger area. 

Vie hepe this infonnation is of utility to you. If you have any questions or 
require additional information, please contact Ms. Beth Brown (for archeology) or 
Dr. Al Luckenbach  (for structures)  at (301)  974-4450. 

Sincerely, 

GJS/AHiyBCB/taic 
oc:    Ms. Mary Ann Kephart 

Ms. Margaret M. Colenen 

'George J.'Andreve 
Project Peview and Caipliance Administrator 
Office of Preservation* Services 

/KA^XfU-^-cC^ 

a*. Hox. 21 Sa* Grdt /Wtok. MeyU 21401 (301) 974-2212.974-2438 
1a!*xxm/y Ad-W' AnoJd VZ!*|e Profewo*! Cam. ISl? Riu&e H«hwiy. AnoU. MuyUad 210I2 



Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
2ii 
Foresl, Park and Wildlife Sem'ce 
Tawes Slate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

  

William Donald Schaefer 
Governor Torrey C. Brown. M.D. 

Stcrttary 

Donald E. MacLauchlan 
Director 

8 

August 21,  1987 

< 
I 

I-1 

Mr.  David W. Wallace,  P.E. 
Rummel-Klepper & Kahl 
1035 N.  Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202-3891 

Dear Mr. Wallace: 

„K    ••S JS ^ resPonse " yo«r July 30,  1987 letter requesting Information 
about populations of listed threatened or endangered species In the I•5/ 

lnfo•tvCUt
rHnterKhanEe ""^ ln Mo«8-«y C°«nty, Maryland.    This liTl 

St«r\h£    hat/here "«»>•»" Federally threatened or endangered,  or 

free " co^c^f ""' fUrther aSSi"an« " ^ » «*. -tter please feel 

James  Burcis,  Jr. 
|      /Assistant  Director 

JB:enip 

cc:    Therres 
Boone 

Telephone:  
DNR TTY for Deaf: 301-974-3683 

^ 



Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

Capital Programs Administration 
2012 Industrial Drive 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

William Donald Schaefcr 
Go*trnor 

Torrty C. Brown. M.D. 
Secrttary 

Michael J. Nelson 
Assistant Secretory 
for Capital Programs 

August 21, 1987 

Mr. David W. Wallace, P.E. 
Rmnmel, Klepper and Kahl 
1035 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Wallace: 

I-495/Connectlcut Avenue 
Interchange Study 
Montgomery County 

< 
I 

Your letter to Mr.  Chip Price concerning the above referenced pro- 
ject has been refered to oe for response as  I am the Regional Administrator 
assigned to Montgomery County. 

North Chevy Chase Recreational Area was not funded by Program Open 
Space.    The State of Maryland, through Program Open Space, has  invested 
nearly 1.2 million dollars in Rock Creek Park for land acquisition and 
facility development. 

If required more information,  please  feel free to contact me. 

Sincer^y, 

CKF:drg 

fforge'K. Forlifer^" 
Regional Administrator 

Telephone: 301-974-2231 

DNR TTY for Deaf: 301-974-3683 



UNITED STATES OEPABTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminiatratmn NATIONAL MAfllNE FISHERIES SERVICE ^ammntratian 
Management  Division 
Habitat  Conservation  Branch 
Oxford  Laboratory 
Oxford,   Maryland     21654 10 
8 September 1987 

David W. Wallace, p.E. 
Rummel Klepper S Kahl 
1035 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202-3891 

Dear Mr. Wallace: 

Reference is made to your letter, dated 30 Julv 1987  TAI^H.,^ .- 
the I-495/Connecticut Avenue Interchange Study?       relative to 

Please apprise our office 
study. as to the progress of the subject 

< 
I 
to 

fc/- 

Asst. Branch Chief 
ers, Ph.D 

~&: '<£ 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT    _- CJ-^"
0 

!01 WEST PRESTON STREET     •     BALTIMORE. MARYLANO 21201 SpS 
AREA CODE 301     •     225- (~      7- O t— 

William Donald Schaeler Martin W. WalshSr.    o T- ^j 
Governor Secretary    ^^ .   -x. TT\ 

November 11, 1987 e§ 

Ms. Cinthia D. Simpson, Chief 
Environmental Management 
Project Development Division 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street, Room 310 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Ms. Simpson: 

RE:   Interstate Route 495/Maryland Route 185 
Connecticut Avenue Interchange 
Contract No. M-600-101-370-N 

I have reviewed the air quality analysis performed for the improvements of the Interstate 
Route 495 interchange at Maryland Route 185 and concur with its conclusions. 

Given the expected increase in traffic predicted for the region, the Department believes 
that any build alternate will yield the best air quality for the area by minimizing traffic 
congestion. 

The proposed project is consistent with the transportation control portion of the State 
implementation Plan for the Metropolitan Washington Interstate Air Quality Control 
Region. Furthermore, adherence with the provisions of COMAR 10.18.06.03 D will ensure 
that the impact from the construction phase of this project will be minimal. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this analysis. 

Very truly yoyrs, 

Mario E. Jorquera, Chief 
Division of Air Quality Planning 
Air Management Administration 

MEJ/mop 

"^ 

€> 
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•^S     UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PBOTECTION AGENCY 
12 

Ml ChMtnut Building 
Phllidelphia. Ptnmylvtnii 19107 

XOV 1 t B87 
Hi- CynthU 0.  Slaptoa, Oitaf 
Emlronaratal Kinagtatnt « 
Frojaet B»T«lopBtnt Dlriiloa (loo* 310) 
Stata Hljhwy Adalnlatratlea 
707 Berth dlvart Stratt 
Baltlaara, Marjland    21202 
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<Ml»ty Malrala for tha abma rafaranead »r»lact.    Tha wapeaad 
»r.j.et 1. loe.tad 1. a -.nattal-^t ara. UT fcoth «»n. .2 "rbo. 
•aaeiUa (CO).    Tliarafora, tha lapaeta af thla prelact aoat ka araloatad 
earafoll, »lth ra(.rd ta kath tha ooa-hour aod alsht-houTstata^S 
•itleaal Aablaat Air OiaHty Staedarda (S/KAAQS) far CO. 

Tha CAUW J aleroacala CO pollutloa dlffnatea aaalrala aaa 
I.,!?..t!,rr"dlCt »ot"t1"1 «» 1*»«1» '••"Itln, fro. tha te-lulld and 
•ulld Altamatai.    Ih. aaa«ptleaa aaad la tha aedal ta darlva potaatUl 
^lir.r^ir1".10:! •'• •"•""•»r «orr«t.    Iha ra.ulta af tha 
-t!' 1  'r^      V' ,l^dU"• ,h"t *»» »««" Alt.mataa «111 lacr.../ 
M 1^1^.1!!! L* ?"* 0,•«!

1L
ll«»V*"""•. «*«• •l«l..Uy daeraaal^ CO In.l. aloa, Kanaio^too Farkw, (TaMa 2).    Tha «..<„, Jor thla 

ineraaaa. aa a.plalnad In a talaphoaa eooraraatlon vlth true a Cray. 
«i air ipaelall.t .a ^.ar at.ff, 1. ,h«t th. »«„,„, of OonnaetUrt 
Avaaua krlag. tha roadway elo.ar ta th. racaptor attaa.    "nn,e"c're 

Mt.«M.fr!^" e??e•,T, ',0"",r' •'• "» 'Itht-hour wrat-e... petaatlal air juallty lapaeta aaaoelatad irlth tha Build (OptUna) 
Altarnata.    T.M. 2 .how that la 2W0 th. CO e.ne.ntr.t «. at 

ta aodalla, „„,) th. S/WUQS.    C0n,.qu.„tly, th. ^po.«! pr^t d... not .pp.., ,„ p^u. .By <lb¥logi .,, ^llty J^nita. 

rna pot.stlal Ineraaaa In CO ln.1. alona Connactlcut Avanu. an* 
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The predicted build eight-hour concentrations for receptor sites 
dif/«»',.JLf K

c°nsist n°stly of background concentrations. The 
thf\l J^J*?etwef" ,the '?°-build and build concentrations for 
these receptors  in 2010  is negligible   (i.e.   .2-.4  ppm) . 

DaL^%VTtyiniS,nn0LaJ=v.0<
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«r.y N. Alpar, Oil.f 
•EfA Coapll.nea Sact loo 
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Noveober 23, 1967 

Mr. Hal Kassoff, Adolnistrstor 
Haryland Stat» Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Str««t 
Baltimore, Haryland 21202 

Dear Nr. Kassoff: 

In preparing our suggested update to the Kensington/Whtaton and 
Bethesda/Chevy-Chase Master Plans, we art Investigating the feasibility of a 
park-and-rlde lot or deck on SHA property at the I-495/MD 185 interchange. 
Specifically, the facility would be located where the former loop ramp 
existed, which took westbound Beltway traffic onto southbound Kensington 

< Parkway. While this location 1s large enough for a park-and-rlde facility, 
I the question remains as to how morning traffic would safely access It froa 
to westbound 1-495 and how evening traffic would leave 1t and re-access 1-495 
•^ eastbound. 
O 

We have rot yet formed an opinion about which options at the I-495/K0 185 
Interchange we should support; we want to support options that would not 
preclude a park-and-rlde facility. I would appreciate your staff evaluating 
which options would allow safe and efficient access to and froi» the site, and 
determine what modifications (if any) would be necessary tc accomnodate this 
access. 

If you have any questions, please contact Clenn Orlln (251-2145). 

Sincerely, 
Original i ::.,. 
Robert S. AkGanv 

Robert S. HcGarry. Director 
Department of Transportation 
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Maryfand Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

RICHARD H TRA1NOR 
Secretary 

HAL KASSOFF 
Administrator 
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UB 
Mr. Robert S. McGarry, Director 
Montgomery County Department 
of Transportation 
Executive Office Building 
10th Floor 
101 North Monroe Street   
Rockville. Maryland  20850 <sl> 

Dear Mr. McGarry: 

Thank you for your recent letter asking that we consider a 
park-and-ride lot for the northeast quadrant of the Interstate 
Route 495/Maryland Route 185 interchange. 

You will be pleased to know that we will investigate the 
feasibility of a park-and-ride lot in the interchange area as 
part of our current interchange study.  We anticipate completion 
of the study in about 90 days. 

Since funding is currently not available for a park-and-ride 
lot at this location, if the lot is found to be feasible, we 
would assume that then you will pursue funding for the project 
as well as responsibility for community coordination. 

Please feel free to contact me or Neil Pedersen if we can be 
of further assistance.  Mr. Pedersen may be reached at 333-1110. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGISAl SIOT53 Btf 
KAL XASSOVr 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:tn 

Neil J. Pedersen 
Sue Ellen ahite 

Mr. Neil  J.   Pedersen 
Mr. Michael   Snyder 

s}fr. Louis   H.   Ege,   Jr. 
Mr. Jack  F.   Ross 

My tdtphon* number ••_ 

TOMypwrlttr for Impalrad Hearing or Speecti 
-7SSS Saltlmore Metro - 565-0491 O.C. Metro - 1-600-482-5062 Strtewlde Tdl Free 

707 North CaWert  St..  Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
^ 

J? 
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8787 Georgia Avenue . Silver Spring. Maryland 2091CK3760 
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December 4, 1987 

st^»a^KKSSOff' Administrator 
707 N r??Way.Adnin^tration 707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Re: 

Dear Mr. Kassoff: 

Project Planning study 
1-495 Capital Beltway 
Interchange at Connecticut 
Avenue (MD 185) 

our r^la
P^L£led ^tiro^DeceL6""?^ P"^ot -"Ing ciate the attendance at our i»L? De=ember 3, 1987. We appre- 

Bllen White from ylur staff ^ t^,^  Neil pedersen and sSS 
neering consultant? Their „£? aVid Wallace from your engi- 
the Board durin^our d^scus^ns?06 WaS 0f great ^^ncl\0 

additilnm^^al^i^-arS^v^ ?*  Wil1 be -P—i-. 
prior to making a decision abouf tti* L*?*  =onducting studiel 

can do these studies and^Side^ w^^Id^^aT^o^ti 

tion of^f^^t^-^fror^n9?^31^ S•°~° «- »lo«- approve this project untifSe fS s^9ton Parkway,  we cannot 
traffic  change upon the rLTL^    afsured that the impact of this 
Avenue  can bl mitigatel.     Ihf ^na^0"5 b0^ sides ofConnSctiSS? 
most critical   issul of this oro^= 5 Up0? these "sidents  is the 
solution must be  found. Pr°P°sed project and an acceptable 

on •oS^iSSncS2n2ctiLteA?S;2dbJiS!fi*r'fd? additi°nal traffic 
way as  it is today  (rather than h^?1"^"1"9 Kensington Park- 
staff recomendatioi would -l-o ^ildin9 the "green road".).    The 
on Connecticut Avenue "fromihl reffdent^^f"0 floW s°^hbounS 
-nting Option B to  improve v^iblll^nd^^t^a^i^;. 

iJtC z 4 1387 

Mr. Norman L. Chrlstoller 
Chairman 
Montgomery County Planning Board 
The Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring. Maryland   20910-3780 

Dear Mr. Chrlsteller: 

BoarrsT^^^rt^^pose'd'ch!; ^ ""r6""1"10"' <* the ^^ 
Route 185 interchanged WPe art stu5v?nVththe Interstate *•« 495/Ma^land 
respond with the ^Its ^eTo^fn^g^onTsTmretr8 "* ^ 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL S'G-.-D BY: 
HAL KASS0FR 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/lh 

bcc: Mr. Nell J. Pedersen 
Mr. Michael Snyder 
Mr. Louis H. Ege. Jr. 

•Ms. Sue Ellen White 
Ms. Patricia WUlard 

Prepared by: Sue Ellen White 
ProJ. Dev. Dlv. 
Ext. 6431 
12/21/87 

Montgomery County Planning Boanl 

HOiSlMQ 
lK3Hd013A3a 

103rOMd 
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The Planning staff addressed the mitigation of traffic 
impacts to those residents on the east side of Connecticut Avenue 
by recommending the purchase of those homes whose only access is 
from Connecticut Avenue.  The Planning Board felt that this idea 
should be carried further.  We asked Mr. Pedersen to study the 
purchase of all the homes along the east side.  This study should 
include protecting the residences along Kenilworth Avenue from 
the impact of traffic on Connecticut Avenue. 

During our discussions with your staff, it became apparent 
that the queuing problem identified earlier in the study has not 
yet been resolved.  Mr. Pedersen suggested the possibility that 
this may be controllable through traffic signal coordination.  We 
are asking that you pursue studies on this measure and present 
additional information to us. 

Since you will be studying the possibility of acquiring the 
residential properties along the east side of Connecticut Avenue, 
we requested that you study the feasibility of adding an addi- 
tional travel lane in each direction (still with a fourteen foot 
treed median as recommended by our staff) with the widening to be 
entirely on the east side.  This study in combination with the 
traffic evaluation of a signal coordination system mentioned 
above should begin to provide answers to some of the still un- 
answered questions regarding the impact of this ramp relocation. 

The following recommendations are those prepared by the 
Planning Board staff.  The Board favors these recommendations 
but, as discussed earlier, we cannot make a final decision until 
additional information is available.  These recommendations are 
for your information. 

1. Remove Ramp H (northbound Kensington Parkway to east- 
bound Beltway) and construct new Ramp N-E (northbound 
Connecticut Avenue to eastbound Beltway).  This change 
will remove Beltway oriented traffic from the local 
roadway (Kensington Parkway) and place the Beltway 
oriented traffic on Connecticut Avenue (MD 185) which is 
a State highway.  From a transportation systems view- 
point, this change is an appropriate action.  However, 
the construction of Ramp N-E will necessitate various 
other reconfigurations at the Beltway/Connecticut Avenue 
Interchange and will have an impact upon traffic opera- 
tions and upon the liveabllity of the residences along 
the east side of Connecticut Avenue between Jones Bridge 
Road and the Beltway. 

2. SHA should purchase those houses along the east side of 
Connecticut Avenue whose only access is to Connecticut 
Avenue. SHA should provide some form of buffer for the 
remaining homes to protect the residents from the impact 
of the approximately 1,100 vehicles per hour during the 
PM peak hour that will use the curb lane of Connecticut 
Avenue to reach the Capital Beltway. Access to these 

driveways in the midst of this heavy traffic flow will 
be hazardous and egress will be extremely difficult. 

Kensington Parkway should continue to function as a two- 
way street for its entire length.  The Level of Service 
(LOS) improvement for the Connecticut Avenue/Jones 
Bridge Road/Kensington Parkway intersection created by 
eliminating southbound traffic at Jones Bridge Road is 
small (remains at LOS F).  The gap in nortbbound 
traffic created by the signal phase devoted to this 
movement has the benefit of enabling pedestrians to 
cross Connecticut Avenue, therefore, this signal phasing 
should be continued.  Pedestrian crossings have been a 
major concern and deserve high priority. 

Remove existing Loop Ramp C (eastbound Beltway to 
northbound Connecticut Avenue) and add new lanes to Ramp 
B so that this traffic will use a new intersection with 
Connecticut Avenue.  This new intersection will be sig-' 
nalized; traffic exiting the eastbound Beltway to travel 
north on Connecticut Avenue will have two lanes in which 
to approach Connecticut Avenue and make the left turn. 
The removal of Ramp C is necessary to provide space for 
the construction of Ramp N-E. 

The removal of Ramp C will eliminate the weave on the 
Beltway between Ramp D (traffic entering from southbound 
Connecticut Avenue) and Ramp c (traffic exiting to 
northbound Connecticut Avenue).  As traffic volumes have 
increased, this weave has begun to be a traffic opera- 
tional problem.  The removal of Ramp C will also elim- 
inate the weave on Connecticut Avenue between Ramp c 
(traffic northbound on Connecticut Avenue from the 
eastbound Beltway) and the ramp carrying northbound 
Connecticut Avenue traffic to the westbound Beltway. 

Relocate Ramp B (eastbound Beltway to southbound Con- 
necticut Avenue) to the north of its present location to 
reduce speed of vehicles using this ramp and to improve 
visibility for motorists and pedestrians at Woodlawn 
Road.  This movement may need to be signalized to create 
gaps for local traffic entering and exiting the Chevy 
Chase Valley community. 

Install a sidewalk along the east side of Connecticut 
Avenue north of Jones Bridge Road. 

Replace the existing monolithic median and barricades 
along Connecticut Avenue with a grass median to match 
the existing 14 foot grass median.  These medians should 
be planted with trees. 

Improve the Connecticut Avenue/Jones Bridge Road/Ken- 
sington Parkway intersection similar to Option "G" with 
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equitable and fair to all concerned. 

.Sincerely, 

NKrman L. Christeller 
Chairman, MCPB 

< 

^j   NLC:PBW:vgn\kass.pbw 
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Mr. H«l Uiioff, Adalnlstrator 
Maryland Stfti Highway Administration 
707 North Ulvert Street 
Baltlnon. Mryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Utfoff: 

Septe^er 2. "DECEIVED 

in Hovtnber of last year we asked SHA to Investigate the feasibility of a 
park-and-rlde facility at the I-495/M0 185 Interchange; you responded that SHA 
would conduct such a study and that Us findings were anticipated 1n April 
(both letters are attached). K 

I recognize the complexity of the I-495/K0 185 Interchange study, and can 
understand that the resolution of the Issue has been slower than expected 
However, we have a deadline regarding the part-and-rlde facility that Is fast 
approaching. The County Planning Board's draft of the Kenslngton/Wheaton 
Raster Plan makes reference to a possible park-and-rlde facility at this 
location, and refers to the State's study. The draft was forwarded to us at 
the beginning of August; the County Executive has sixty days to make revisions 
to this draft before It goes to the County Council for Its consideration The 
sixty-day period ends on September 30. 

We would very •uch appreciate your connents regarding the feasibility of 
the park-and-rlde facility so that the Executive can sake a definitive 
recomnendatlon to the Council. The aost critical Issue Is whether the 
facility can be reasonably and safely accessed froa the east off of 1-495 and 
to the east on to the Beltway. In order to Include the substance of your 
coaaents, we need then by Friday, Septerter 16. 

I appreciate your attention to this aatter. 

Sincerely, 

HeGarry 

cc: Nell Pedtrsen 
Sue Ellen White 

Offic* of the Dinctot, Dcpvnaent at Tnuponuio* 

101 Monroe Street. 10th Floot. Rcx±*tUe. MirrUod 208X1. 901/217-2170 

15 UXvVe 

SEP 19 m 

Mr. Robert S. McGarry 
Director, Montgomery County 

Department of Transportation 
Executive Office Building 
101 North Monroe Street 
Rockville, Maryland  20850 

Dear Mr. McGarry: 

Thank you for your September 2nd letter regarding the pro- 
posed park-and-ride lot in the northeast quadrant of the 1-495/ 
MD 185 interchange. 

We have severe reservations about permitting access between 
the 1-495 off-ramp and the proposed park-and-ride lot.  The ramp 
has been a high accident location during each of the past three 
years.  There is currently limited sight distance for vehicles 
comxng off the beltway at high speeds.  An exit from the park- 
and-ride lot onto the ramp would introduce a weave movement in 
the middle of this ramp. 

In sum, from a safety perspective, we feel that introducing 
an access point onto a ramp would create a higher accident poten- 
tial and, regrettably, is not a concept that we can support. 

We regret any delay in our response and hope you will feel 
free to contact me or Neil Pedersen, at 333-1110, if you wish to 
further discuss this matter. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGHTAI, SIGTfSD BTj 
HAL KASSOST 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK:tn 

cc:  Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 

bec: Mr^JIichael Snyder 
Jt€\   Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Mr. Thomas Hicks 
Mr. Glenn Orlin 
Ms. Patricia Willard 
Mr. David Wallace 

dictated by Neil Pedersen 

^ 

0s 
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THElMABYLANO-HATIOMAl  CAPITAL PABK AND  PLANNING  COMMISSION 
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Soring. Maryland 20910-3760 D 
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January 11,   i^a9 

Mr. Hal Xassoff 
Administrator 
Maryland State Highway 
Administration 

707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

RECEIVED 

RE: 

Dear 

JAN  13 1=89 

OlfiECTGD. Dr"FiC[ Of 
mum i psaaisAsy ESGLIKHINS 

Project Planning Study 
1-495 Capital Beltway 
Interchange at 
Connecticut Ave. (MD 185) 

MarylandDepartment ofTransportation 
State Highway Administration 

Richard H. Trainc 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Adrntpisl/jior 

Kassoff: 

us to reconsider o»r reoo^.n^tSfSSJiu^K^IfS;" ''''"'' 

1. The Board supports the intersection improvement at 

S£Ti„A*hnUS/J?ne8 Bridge R°^/Kensing^n larXway (Option G in the Project Planning Study). Y 

2. Kensington Parkway should remain open for two-way traffic. 

February 2, 1989 

Mr. Norman L. Christeller 
Chairman, Montgomery County Planning Board 
87 87 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

1^ Dear Mr. f ^-V^V^—-*• 

BoarH'^ nJ A 
yOUr January Hth letter about the Planning 

ll^lLl leVlstd "commendation regarding the relocation of thl 
beltway ramp from Kensington ParJcway to Connecticut Avenue. 

decisionaon ^h?=i^ering yOUr comlnents as we work toward a 
decision on this issue.  We appreciate your input and support. 

Sincerely, 

^ 
Hal  Kassoff 
Administrator 

HK/ih 

cc: ^Mr Neil J. Pedersen 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Sue Ellen White 
Ms. Patricia wiliard 

My telephone number is (301)_ 

101   *««. a ... ..        ^'otypewrlter for Imcalrad Hearing or Soeeeh 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 O.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Slatewldo  Toll Free 

707 North Calvert  St..   Baltimore. Maryland  21203-0717 

L 



3. We recommend that SHA purchase, from a willing seller, any 
of the four houses whose only access is onto Connecticut 
Avenue.  The Board feels that those houses should not be 
resold until the Beltway relocation is accomplished and 
purchasers of these houses can see traffic conditions along 
Connecticut Avenue. 

4. We support relocating Ramp C to Ramp B and moving the 
existing Ramp B (east to south traffic) northward with that 
movement to be controlled by the new traffic signal. 

5. There should be no additional lanes on the west side of 
Connecticut Avenue, that is, the southbound lanes should 
remain as they are today. 

The Board continues to be concerned with the traffic envi- 
ronment created by this ramp on the east side of Connecticut 
Avenue but we realize that the expense and the precedent-setting 
nature of the purchase of the 11 homes may cause an additional 
burden which this project simply cannot bear. 
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iincerely, 

4 
Gorman L. Christeller 
Chairman, MCPB 
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cc:  Montgomery County Delegates and Senators 
Montgomery County Council 

*% 


