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STATE OF MARYLAND

CHESAPEAKE BAY CRITICAL AREA COMMISSION
45 Calvert Street, 2nd Floor, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(410) 260-7516 Fax: (410) 974-5338

June 1, 1999

Mr. Thomas Lawton

Department of Technical and Community Services
Somerset County Office Complex

11916 Somerset Ave., Room 102

Princess Anne, MD 21853

RE: Ward Property Subdivision/Intratamily Transfer Request (#99-156)
Dear Mr. Lawton:

I have reviewed the above referenced application for a one-lot residential subdivision and
intrafamily transfer. The property proposed for subdivision covers 24.93 acres, with 22.03 acres
in a designated Resource Conservation Area. The applicant seeks to create one lot with 12.41
acres in the Critical Area for residential and agricultural use. Non-tidal and tidal wetlands appear
on the site, and are duly noted in the plat. The plat designates 10.23 acres as a habitat protection
area. An area covering 6.61 acres of forest has been reserved. The area designated for
development covers 2.18 acres of upland. This subdivision/intrafamily transfer appears to be
consistent with the Critical Area law and Somerset County’s Critical Area program.

Commission staff do not oppose the subdivision/intrafamily transfer, however, we offer the
following comments.

The Critical Area law permits subdivision of up to three lots for intrafamily transfer on parcels
that are greater than 12 acres but less than 60 acres in size (NRA, §8-1808.2). The above
referenced request satisfies this requirement. [t is my understanding that the County will require
the applicant to place a covenant in the deed stating that the lot is created subject to the
intrafamily transfer provisions of the Critical Area law. Lots created through intrafamily transfer
may not be conveyed subsequently to any person other than a member of the owner’s immediate
family except for certain situations described in §8-1802.2. Subsequent conveyance of lots
created under this section must comply with the guidelines set forth in Somerset County’s
Critical Area Program (Somerset County Zoning Ordinance Section 6.13(c)(3)).

The intrafamily transfer provisions also require that the property be transferred to a member of
the owner’s immediate family for the purposes of establishing a residence for that family
member. Immediate family means a father, mother, son, daughter, grandfather, grandmother,
grandson, or granddaughter. It is my understanding that this property will be transferred to the
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grandchild of the owner, thereby satisfying this requirement.

Before the County moves forward on this application, the applicant should contact Maryland
Department of Natural Resources Heritage Division to determine whether any threatened or
endangered species occur on the site. This information should be noted on the plat.

Any areas that will be cleared or disturbed for development of the lot may require mitigation, as
set forth in Somerset County’s Critical Area Program.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this application. Please include this letter in your
file and submit it as part of the record for subdivision. Please notify the Commission in writing of

the decision made in this case. If you should have any questions concerning this letter, please
contact me at (410) 260-7173.

Sincerely,

WuW
Meredith E. Lathbury

Natural Resources Planner

cc: SO 241-99
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