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After Seifridge had gone, the wound-
od man lny silent thinking out his pro-
gram. Not for a moment d1d he doubt
that he was going to NHve, and his bhrain
was already busy planning for the fu
ture. Ne knew now that in the vie
fence of his anger against Blllot he
had made & mistake, To bhave killed
his rival would have been fatal to the
Kamatiah coal elaima, would have
alienated Ms hest friends, and wonld
Bave prejudiced hopeleasly his chantes
with Shetn.  Fate had been kind o
Bim. Me had been In the wrong and It
had put him in the right Ny the same
eat of the eards young Elliet hind heen
thrust down from an impr gnable po
llllnn o onhw in "hhh l'll' "whas B IHI
eredited suspect With all this ey
dence to show that he had consplred
aEninst Macdonald his report o the
department would b lahor Jost

Mane eame Into the slokroaom m
ping her gioves after the walk Mne
donald smiled feebly at her and fired
(‘0 first shot of his eanmpmign In de
feat the enemy

Tas Flllott heen captured yet ¥ h’
askeag Wkl

The keen oved of his hostess 1
tened upon hMm.  “Oaptured Whae
do you mean? It wasr Gordon it
that brought you in and saved your
Hee ™

“Nrough! me from where?

“From where he found you uncoon
acions at the ford”™

“That's his story, s 1Y

The young Woman st with her
nuirn crushed "‘ﬁl in bhoth honds It
wns her nature o be alwanys a partl
[ DA Without ANy reserss she was o
(iordom tivie new fAght upen him
What had Wally Relfridpe hoon saying
o “h-'-'l--t.nlti‘. '“11 the miins
menn to suggest that he had 1dentifed
Eilvot as one of his assnlinnts®  The
thing was preposterous

And yet that was init
had meant to imply 17 b
story things would go hard with Gon
'ﬂ-'h lh court 1t ‘Inllh‘ i h the
neninst him hy sappiying e ohe iss
llll ink In the chalp of cir imetantial
evidence

DMane, in deep thought frowned
Gown upon the wounded man. who
peemed already to have fallen Into »
Haht sieep. Bhe told hersel! that this
was some of Wally Relfridge’s dervil

Anyhow, she would talk It over

ny

h Bilndi

what he

toeddd mch o

S L.

This
on Indictment. a ¢
eonvietion, It would

straws what Elliot said In
W to the land office
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g CHAPTER XVI.

Gerdon Bpende o Busy Evening

Paget stnoked placidly but the heart
within him wes trouhiled 1t Llosorhend] B0
If Belfridge had m de up his mind to
frame Gordon for a prison sentence
The worst of 1t was that he need not
ijnvent any evidence of Iake  ARY
chances I Macdoosid eame through
on the stand with an MentiBoation of

Killot a8 one of his assalisula, e

goung man womld go down the river
to serve time  There war enough ow
robsirptive testitmamny conviet N
Peter himself

*“I'm Just teiling you what he said
Mane eaplained  “And It worried e
fits smntle was eynlen! | couldn’t help
thinking thut If he wants to get #yeu
oith Gordon- -~

Mrs. Paget stopped. The mald had
just bhrought Inte the room a visltor.
Diane moved forward and shook hands
oith Mm “Mew do you do Mr
Ptrong? Take this Mg chalr ™

MHanfurd Btrong accepted the chalr
sl & clgar.  He came promptly to the
shjeet of his eall

“1 édon't know whether this Is where
{ should have come or Bol. Are you
(ke for young Biliot or are you for

DMane lovhed at Peter. He took hie
o .

“We hope the coal claimants will

|

i

“wml

here to report

l

mine that by ket locked, | ok ed
through the keyhole, and In KEillot's
room there was Wally Selfridge add
another toan. They were looking
through japers ot the deak. Wally
put & sta'ck of them In his pocket and
they wes,t out, locking the door bebind
them.”

“They had no business doing that”
burst gt Mane. “Wally Relfridge lam't
an of the law "

Rirdug nodded dryly to her. “Just
what | thought. 8o 1 followed them.
They went to Macdonald's officen. AT
ter o while Wally came out and left the
other man theres. Then presently the
HePite went owt. The man Is enmped
iMae for the night. Wil you tell me
‘.&I‘ ?-

CEWhY Y repented  Hane  with her
sharp eyes on the miner 8

“Reoonuse Wally has some  Papers
there he don't want to get away from
| T

“Rome
Mourss

“Nou've sald IL"

“All his poted and evidencs In the
case of the conl Blalma, probably ™ oon
tributed Veter

“Murhe Wally has stolen them, bat
he hasn't nerve enough to barn theom
M1l he gets orders from Mac  No hes
holding them safe al  the T
guerasedd Ntrong

“Y's an outrage

“Murest thing you know Wally has
fxed 11 1o frame him for priscs sand 1o
ping safle shout his evidence on the
ol claime

“What ate you guing to do abowt
Y Iuane aaked her husband sharpls

Peter rose “Miret ' going 10 &
Gordon and hear what he has 10 )
wireomg We may be gone
guilse & while Mane vt walt wu
for me 11 vou get through your st
of nursing

(hother Jones let them Into the ram
shackie bullding that served s & Jall
sivfd after three dollars had Ningled |
the gl of his hand he stegged ot
glide nnd left the D slie with biin
(rimishier Tha jrult their hewmds
I'lul[I'-l'H"f and ‘lﬂl[ﬂ'fﬂ‘

“T11 meet YN autside the house of
Relfridge In half an hour Nirong
ihe last thing that Gordon saild before
Jones came back o order out the vie
tors

As soon as the place was dark again
the M)

MHe

of Gordon's papers, of

i «line o0

L &

L]

hotne and go to bedh, Peter” the young
man anhounced, FYou're not in this
You're not invited te our party. |
Aot have o el yow why 4o 1Y

The ey understinm the reasd
e was an empioyee of Macdonsid =
mat thoroughly trasted by him Fyvew
though Gordon intended only o gt
n wrong 1t was betler that Paget
should not be & party te it Reluotant
Iy Peter went home

Gorden turned to Btrong 71 owe
you s ot already. There's o need fot
you to run & risk of getting into (row
We for me. It things bLreak right )
cen o what 1 have to do witheut
help.

“And if they don'tY  Kirong waved
an lpetient hand. “Cat 1t out. Kot
Pye taken o fancy to go through with
this. | mever @4 ke Belfndge sn)
how and | ala't got 8 wife and | don™
work for Mac. Why shouldan't 1 hawe
some funt”

Gurdou shrugged bis shuuiders “AM

right  Might as well play ball and gel
things moving Thew

The Nitle miner knocked at the Aimw
Wally Mmsel! opened Bkt from the
shelter of the pine, san the twa e
in talk  Nelfridge shut the door and
came 1o the odge of the porch 14
gave & gosp and his hands went trem-
bing into the sir. The sixgan of the
miner had been pressed hard sgnins
his fat peunch. Under curt orders hé
moved down the steps and out of the
yard to the tree

At sight of Oordon the eyes of
Wally stond out in amasement.  Little
swent beads burst out on his forehead,
for he remembered how busy he had
been collecting evidence against this
iah

“W.ow.what do you want ™ he ashed

“UGot your keys with you V™

"y .y

“Come with m*

Wally breathed more freely, For o

womment he had thought this man had
h"ﬂ“"'-':-m to take vengeunce oh him

They lgd m by slleys and bach
strevis to the oo of the Macdonald
Ylhon Trading company. Under or
ders he knocked on the door and called
out who he wan CGordon erouched
lose 10 the log wall, Btrong behind
him :

1t e In. Olson” ordered BRel
tridge.

The door oponsd. and & man stood
b the throshold. Kbt was on top of
Mm ke & panther, The man wenl

Wae on Tep of Him Like a Panther,

up your keys and get them for me’
it eommanded

Wally 4id et need any keys He
knewn the cotnbination of the safe and
opened 1t From an inner drawer he
Arew & bunch of papers Gordon TR T
them over carefull) Niremg sal on W
tabile and toyed]! with & revolver w hich
he Samned playfully ints the stomach
of his fat prismer

“All here © aunounced the fBeld agent

The safe robbers locked thelr prison
ors o the office and disappeared Into
the night  They stopped st the horiass
of the oollector of customs & Feiial
young fellow with whom Fillet hind!
played tennis o good den! and left the
papers In his hands for safebeoping
After which they returned B the hete
and reached the second Aoor by wa)
g the back stalres used by the sery
ante

MHere they parted each polng 1o his
awn towan  CGhordon slegt Hke » e homn!
hoy and woke only when the sun
poured through the window upon his
bhed 10 & broad ribbhon of arm gold

Me gt up hathed Aressed  and
st down Into the heted Aning ron
T‘hl uwaniters skl M him A stnde
et !
he Mt i

if nothing were
{ e
He paid
the nudgieg
After he had Bn
he 11 B e el
iy

Preseniily an erugdion of men poured
inte the fosun Al The 1} 3
was b t-"nf.’-hri Nont the remr Wal
Iy NRelfnidge iE
whs ot looking for hasardous adves
fure

*"Whad you doing
Ciophet

T i
areath foat cwilingward
turned his mdld gase on the
pollve

“Tw smoking”

“Tron’] you know we Just got In from
PuBting you-ytwn jeeses of ue been

oll night Y, Gophes glared mvage

8% the ssonk. s

Oorden looked @istressed  “That's
o bad  There's & telephote in WY
Fomn Why ddnt yws eall wp?
've bheets thete all night

*The hinve
Jonsens “And us combing the hilla fuor
you Young man, you mighty sanart
But | want to tedl you that you ll e
for this

Isd youu want me for anything Y
of Just o get up | O 1a
gatimw ! ashed Bt sunvel)

The leader of the puase gave hin
slf 10 5 Wb 0f il i '-lufl‘", 1
wuwﬂluluwlduuuuuh

t,orhim Ble An
sfgmreniiy UhawRn o
s Mlement he wan
il the leaw

..'..I" I'.t " 1'““*1'."

rauwlng
s1tenallewn
t"l"'! dol e Hi".‘l i *..f
'Il." i Pl rl..'f . 1 .:l*"ll+.q I, Py

f 1 't' i

?Il’;"l'. | I'h--'-1vl sty

hetre ' detun nde
Wistiing up to o
young man watehed 8 R
ball it e

i h;r' Hf

‘i.-r

ARITE Yo r'lpiu-l'rr‘

'*rl iy H‘r

T AL TR L
had Bulshesl be
Mle »th i
bt e
b 4 e e

e el heamd
When b
{eed s @ Joiew
hae v ufledd
lhwad of . 1
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CHAPTER XVIL

Sheba Dees Not Think Be
nil ﬂh‘i e of Bhelin ety s wi'h

e embroidery upon oo b she worked
bt her thoughts were !l of The gnan
who n9 aslewp on the Toungs s
strong body Iny at ease relaned

Already heaith was fowing lack Into
Liis yelne enenth the tan of the
thin muscular cheeks 8 WaANLST ol
LU B '-r.;ll-hihl L ll’ti't Ll I'H ﬂnuld
he about apgnin vigorous snd foreefyl
llﬁ!‘lln' v et obhstacien o the l‘ﬂll .O
had set hlinself

Shoba had sent Mm o cheek for the
amount he had pald bher and had re
fusedd 1o sew Wi or snyiuady elee,

Shamed and humiliated she had et
1o her resn The check had come back
to her by matl

Avross the face of 1t he had wRiliee
in his strong habdwriting

“f don't welsh on my bets. You can't
give to me what Is et mine.

“I ot think for an instant that |
shail not marey you”

Nhe moved to adjust a window blind
and whet she returned found that hie
steady eyes were fised upon her.

“You're getting better fast™ ahe
eald

Y™

The gir! had & favor to ask of hm
and leat her rourange fall she plunged
into It

“Mr Macdonald, If you say the werd
Mr Eitiot will be relensed on il |
ain thinking you will be a0 good as to
sy IL"

His narrowed eyes held a cold ght:
ter. "Wyt

“Iﬂ_-ul know he s Innocent. You

“What shall | sing?
“Sing ‘ivided." "~

The long Inshes velled her soft eyes
while she comatdered  In a way he had

snging for him »
lovesong she did ot want o sing

But she made no protest, Bwiftly she
turned and slid along the bench. He
fngers touched the keyn and she be
gnn

Sheba pald her pledge In full.  Afte
the firet two stantas were finished abe

sang the last ones as well:

An' what about the wather when ['e
have ould Paddy s boat

(s 11 me that would b afeard to grip the
oare an’ gv» afoat*

Oy | could And him by the lght of owe
ar moan or lar
Put there » caudder thinge than sall waves
betwean us. a0 Lhey are
(bl Ante'

Bure well 1 Enow he'll nover have e
heart to covmme 1o e

AR’ Jove 1o ol as any wave that! wan
Aere om the el

“Tia the sames If he & noar
satme T he '»n ar .

Mis thouahis are hard an ever hard b=
fmearn ue » I1hey e
(D 8w

Her hands dropped from the ey
and she turned slowly on the end o

ihe sent  The dark lashes fell to het

me, ‘tie thw

“'m Going to Marry You, Shebe ®

bt cheeks MHe did et apeak b ot
felt the stendy DS ehey aof his Fmis
o wif defetine she oot ot )

The poilor of Ma Pace lent o
the Bre that seseldesad 1o T

v ol

an it waves Detween U, S0 They
re " she guoted

"?h-l 'Y l lesn s A BB 1 | KLY livw vt
.l the Lo | tremiiw down #Yery
thing that comes el s een Us

Mhe bnew the trotactdous dAriving

et of the man and she w s afratd

et henrd thn! he = mid LR L I
Proen the tosarings riung

T hete Is smething 1 havyen
inid yow he o lasthen
“ftedd hiravely froam The
1y hie Yook

wmhiich shn
o | ne
M 144 Lo &)
Aushedd cheeks
“1 ' U} .
for Yo Tis |1 that
st shamesd at my f Lichees Pur |
o't ot with the Tull of my heart”
Mis bodd pessmsatse eyes yielded no
traction of all they eimi et I
H’u-u‘h four IM' “'l""r-‘ 1'”".1 is that
R A afraid to et yourself love e
'nu re worried syl ™an
frmesiife e h' tbr Hitle 1w by four
fimt rale you brought from lreland
oith you o
Sheba nodded her dusk) itle bnd
in nalve candor  *1 think there will te
pme truth n that My Madonsid
'““" ilawlenss you know '
“Pmx & law to myseif ¥f that's what
ot mean 1t ie my business 1o hetp
maner out an empire in this North
ad. No need for_me 1o hrag What
have done n-.l'h-r me as & guide
post to what | mean to Ao
“I know " the girt admitted with
imjwtuoge grnerowity ol har rarw
hear It from everyhody You have
Pullt towns and rallroads and der o)
bped mines and carvied the twentieth
semtury Into new outpests You heos
work to thousands PBuat you
so fTast | ean't heep step with »om
am one of the Nitle folks for whom
aws were made "
“Then I'1l make & new code for you ™
“Just do a8 'say and

t-l "'rl-' ' .l'

thal ! rmre
i

b nrine

women. They have to make thelr awn
Secisions. | suppose that Is & part of

peaalty we pay for freedom
the room and Moo

were husy and

settied so definitely ngninst grant
the patents that the national nd-
mintstration might at any time jettiso®

Macdonald and his backers as & 80P |

to public opinion.
1t was oot hard for Gordon to guess
how unpopular he was, but he 414 not

tet this Interfere with his activities He

moved to and fro among the mining

umpe with absolute disregnrd of the "

growing hatred agninst him 1'n et
came to him at tast with a warnieg.
*“What's that 1 hear about you bheing
glmont Killed up o Bonana ¥ Peter
wanted to know,

“Down In thé None Buch mine, you
mean? It dd seem to be raining
hammers as | went down the shaft”
admitted his fridhd

“Were the hammers dropped oo pur
pose ¥

Gordon looked at him with a grim
stnlle  “Your guess is Just as good as
wmine. Peter What dq you think Y™

Peter answered seriously. “1 think
it tens't safe for om to take the chancee
gou 4o, Oordon. 1 fnd a wrong Im
pression about you prevalent  ninong
the men  They are blaming you for
stirring up il this trouble on the outs
slide and they are worried for fear the
mines may close and they will lose
thelr fobhs | tell pou that they nre in
g dungertous o “

“Sorry but 1 can’t help that

“You ean stay around town and not
ont alone nights

“1 dute say 1 eal hut I'm not going
o "™

“1 think yom had better use a ittie
AT l Aare sa l amm X
gerating the danger Nut Yy ol
g around with that jaunt) devil mny-

re way of yours, the inen 'hink you
are bwoking for trouble and yure
Nkely to get L5

“Am 1Y

“1 know what T'm talking about,
Nine onut of ten ﬂf the think you
trted to murder Macdhomnld after you
had robbhed him and that sour nerye
werakened on the ot This sevems 10
. : f the et lawiess Lo glewe Ttheth
B Tt tight e put Yy ot of the

Anthow 1t 18 s Rind of Justifics

ling to e I vlew,

I she ¥l ‘-

‘ate

ba W

whet

et

' IH- 'l'
' tifi‘ i “' SI1LTRA T
' "1H'. L Ria'BEE 1! "I-‘r|

Aone futy

It ™
SEBURITLE ) !‘I.‘-

' 'llht | RELAL' I.‘
;- ' 1] “*'l
beeis M

1‘.! I'.

i wtiek It ot
I my plare 1 ot ihink 'm in mucd
dang: Men i gohe Inw abid
hl They gruowi but they ot go 0
far as murdes”

Peter gave him up

The next lasue of the Kusiak Sun
sontained a bitter editorial attack upah
Blit. The it was @
press Qlagaich from Washington to the
offect that the preswure of pablic
ton had become oo strong that
ton. commissioner of the genersl e
ofice. might be forewd to resign hie
place. This was & Mow to the coal
clalmants. and the Sun charged In
sitriclic language that the reporis of
Biltet were to bintwe e wasn the
pewspaper clalmed  an ehemy to all
hose who had cotue 'o Alaska o PArN
an honest Nyving thers He was 0
gnake In the grass and as such every
Becent man cught to hold him in scorn

Elltot read this Just as he was leny
ing for the Willow Creek camp.  He
thrust the paper lmpatiently into his
ooat! pocket abd swung 1o the saddic
Why 4 they persccile hMm? He had
sold nothing but the truth pothing oot
pequired of him b) the simplest, ele
mental honesty. Yot he was treated
as an outenst and a criminal The In-
Justice of It was bheginning to rahkle

e was temperanmentally an opth-
mist but depression rode with him to
the goid camp and did not Hft froen his
gpirits Uil he started back next day o
Kusiak. The news had been flashed by

i o st A Yol W
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NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE CO,
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Gentlemen:

| have received through your representative, W. H.
Gibson, checks in payment of my policies just matured
in your company. | desire to say the settlem:nt ise 1
nently satisfactory, and am thankful | was influenced to
take this insurance, as my estate has been protected and
| have saved money, which |, doubtless, would other:
wise not have done. | regard Life Insurance of more
importance today than ever before in the history of your
Company, and | particularly recommend the New York

Life.

Yours very truly,
W. F. WATSON.
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along shores of Queen Anne's, Kent and Talbot Coun-
ties. for which | will pay the highest market prices, and-
send my vessels to your shore or wharf.

PHONE OR WRITE WHEN YOL
HAVE GRAIN TO SELL.

C. S. THOMAS
PHONES 12 1NN

Centreville

l'”...l...l..'l.l........l....iil'..l”‘..'.“’l'.
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Maryland
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¥or U. 8. Government Ordnance Depot Con-
struction Work.

HIGHEST WAGES PAID

Tiene and OneHalt Pall for Overtime after 8 hours. '
Excellent Board and Sheping Accommodations

EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEED
COME TO BALTIMORE, MD.

—— - w—
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Apoly to

SMITH, HAUSER & MacISAAC, Inc

City Employment Office
104 F. Pratt St BALTIMORE, MD.

Or CURTISEBAY, MD.

wire all over the United Nales that he N //

was & crook.  Mis friends and reiatives
ecould give no sdequate ahswer 1o the
fact that an indictient hung over his
bead. In Alaska he was alresdy cobr
victed by public opinion

In the late afterncon, while Gordon
was stil! Afteen miles from Kusiak
his borsc tell lame. He led 1t tmping
to the cabin of sotne Ininers.

There were three of them, and they
had bheen drinking Leavily from & fug
of whisky left earlier In the day
the sagedriver. Gordon was in two
minds whether to accept thelr surly
permission to stay for the night. bul
the lamences of his horse decided him.

The Ford Mode ! T Une Fon Truek t hassin, x0T o b
Detroit, has heen thoroughly tested for more than two years
It i» sold youl Row iR the assured conbdence that It will mesl
your l‘r-;ulr!m-*hll and expeciations, The reguinr b ord
trame. only larger and heavier, the reguing Ford motor with
direct driven worsi Wear, whee! base of 124 inches arvl will
turn inskde a 6 foot circle 1t has all the simplicity of the
Ford car all the seunoimy in operation snd maintenance
Come in and we |l give you further detaiis

WRIGHT & LOWE,
Centreville, Maryland




