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“1 Just got & notion mebbe you might
be looking for one, Mr. Pelfrich.  Like
a8 Bt you ain't fixing up for this Gor
don Bt atnll ™

Wally had no comeback, unless it
was one to retort 1o lronle admiration,
“You're a wonder, Holt. ity you don't
start a detective burean”

The old man went away eackling.

If Selfridge had held any doubis bhe
fore he discarded them now Haolt
wounld vreek the whole enterprise,
Nere b given a chanow If wonld never
#o to let Ellot meet and talk with him
He knew too much and he was eager
to tell all he knew

Macdonald's Heutenant got busy st
once with plans to abhdoct Ho “We'll
pend the old man off on a prospecting
trip with some of the hove v ainined
Relfridee to Howland, “That way we 'l
kil 1t hirds He's bnck on his as
pesxtnent work The thine Hmit will be
up before he returns and we'll start o
contest for the elalm

Howiland made no comment
an engineer and et a piitician In
his pewition 1t was lmpossibhle for him
it 1o knowm al abhout
the legnl
clalms was Hat he
a Arm belleser In o u wide open Alnskn
in the of the ten Yy hy
who had settlied 1L

“Hetter arrmnge 1
then, but don't tell
it I don't “H. to kbow the detallin™
he told Selfridge

Big M Macy aeeepted the Job
A Frin He hnd neser Hked old Haolt
any how Resides they mere Dot going
o do him any harm
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sintus of the Macdonna!ld
irreguine Y AN
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Mg N
e anything altvut

with

with

was haking 8 ma'ch of sanr
dough bread that evening »wheo
enine A knoek at the cabln dewor Al
eight of Big M and his two compmn
fons the clome]  the
and stralghtened with nlert susplolon
MHe waus et o vielting tertns mith ahy

Why had they
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aof these men ST Rt

pewe him?

"“We're going prospecting up Wi
Goowme ereek. and we wmont sou o go
plong (A" explainest Muoy “Y ou re
an old sour l‘l'll‘h miner
aptee wed ke to have you throw
with us What sy Y

The ol miner's answer war Airest
but not fAattering. *What do | want
Fo oh a wild goose mush with & buneh
of hutiee for' Y he shrill v

I Macy seratehed his hood
wnd looked reproachfaliy ot bis ot
Al least Holt thought! he wen looking
ol him  One conld not e wure
e eyes A et exnctiy track

*What's the use ¢l snapping st me

a turtie? Durgen says Wild Goose
fine. There's gold uwp there-

Doy of It
“Let 1t stay there then | aln't

going That's fAat,” Helt turned 1o
.ﬂ]!l'l e lhlhl-*r of his stove
tvh 1 D
that
The tman at
change I ton

ahil Wwe
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Nt Khow | wouldn't sa)
drawied B Insaolenfl

1 culght the
anndd tuarned guiekiy 1
was too Inte Meey had thrown L
pclf forenrd sod the woight

body Aung Holt against the w,

fore the miner o
two men were upon bl N
Nlh o the Bomn il o w
otrugsioe Ued him hand ool
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Byely nt Lis partsays AR
'nur mind and go with us M
et m o guiet mont!
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"What are yom golng to deo
e demanded Holt
"1 redd chiurah o
hint

b Yo bhwefowre Yol i tabke w
rﬂilh t | meenitbion WHA Gussse «reek
tllrw- or four timesY teered his cupton
Holt mude no further protest He

L:l furious but at present guite help»
. Hovwever It went agninst the
i he migh! as well give 1o unttl re

Hon would do sote good
Ten winutes later the party was
wing =liently along the sl that
:1 o the hills The pack borse wen!
Srst. In charge of George Holway  The
ser walkel Bext. his hands e
indt him m‘ i followed and
e man bhe had enlled od brought ul

the rear

Mucy had released the hands of his
Nﬁlhl'f s that e might have »a
Bee 1o Bght the mosguitoes. but he
Ei B Wary eye upon hm snd never
BMm move more than a few (et
Proem him.  The trall grew steeper as |
red the head of the eanyon )
it climbed the left wall and
god from the gulch (o s sneven
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ol Presconver 1)

uy a! 1he hend
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The leoader of the party looked af
his wateh “Past midaight. We'll
pamp here George. and see If we oan't
gt rd of the sheeters”

They bullt smudge fires of green
ol sl on the lee side of these an-
other one of dry sticks. Imd made
roffee upon this and couked bacon.
While George chopped wood for the
Bres and boughs of small firs for bed
Mg Mg N o sat with & rfle across
his knees Just hack of the prisoner

Hd s » shifty old cums. apd | sin't
chanews” bhe capiained

Heolt wasr beginning to take the outs
Page philosophically  He slopt pence-

There wan, of course, Just the pos-
aibllity that they Intended to murded
him, but Holt could not associate Belf.
ridge with anything s lawless,. The
man was too soft of fher o earry
through such 8 program. and as yet
there was need of nothing o drastic.
No, this kidneping expedition would
ot ran to murder. He would be st
free In & few weeks and If he told the
true story of where e had been his
foes would spread the report that bhe
was insane In his hatred of Macdonald
and lmagined all sorts of persecutions,

They fallomed Wi Goose creek all
hext day, getting alvways closer to IIe
heandw aters near the divide. (O the
third day they erossed o the other
side of the Mdge and descended Into
a little wountain park

The country was so much a primeval
wilderness that » bull
sinlked nimont ypls thelr entup before
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Hscovering t e v sty aof » A8a LT
bl peedd Mg Nl suntched up s rifle and
took n shaot intruder
SR ring

From saomewhere b
came a faint sound

"What was that Y ssked e

“Nounded Nke a shot Mebibe It mne
Al e Lo returned Imd

T ainme low
pa i

Agnin faintly fr sotue Tar oorner
of the basin the sound drifted I
ke the iy henard Brq
a4 T TN,

whieh el Yhe

the distance

e
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‘-l[l f B ares
i he 1 I*H'hﬂl‘ B! ol bt her Ih"
Al their |

"“Think ¢ bhwetler Dhreak
Arift Y asted Impd
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A Man Staggered Drunkeniy inte View,

1y to find [ vrive thi
brushy Cieargs W
lnm ) el Disy  stmtupdng
Whe compfire w bl Ju bt WAl
g the | . - .
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{ ar of the mwen sware softly “H‘
gitulet eyes of the old miner fastend
on the spet where In anoth
bli hu]---l for rescuers s ouiad ajear

A tuan I'l"!‘l"ﬂ‘ drunkeniy ato
Piew. He revied alfway across the
outh of the draw and stoppes  His
gyes. questing Jdully, fell upons the
pamp. He stared as I  doubtful
Ll:hrr they had played him false,

lurched tovward the nalling group

“Lost and all In" Holway sald in 8
whiaper to Diad

The other man nodded.  Nelther of
thetn wade & wove towand the
Mrange who stopped in front of their
tamp and looked with glased opyes
rom et 1o another. His face was

raws and haggard and lined RBx-
retbe  eshaustion showed in every

eient. He babbled ncubherently,

“Ion't you see he's starving and out

his head Y snapped Holt brusquely.

et him grub, pronte”
The old umn rose and moved toward

suffering man. “Come pard. Tha's
right. Bit down right here and
to i, a8 the old sayin’ 10" He '
wan 0 & place beside Big BN
made him sit down. “Better lght
B fire. hays and gt some coffee on
D't give him too much solid greb
ot Armt."
The famished man ate what was
Fivenn b and clamored for more.
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about the meeting
would never have taken place.

CHAPTER IX.

The Roh Roh Boy Functions

Pig N grambled a good de o at the
addition to th o party. It would be de
cidedly awhkward If this stranger
should become rational and  under
ptand the status of the camp hbe had
$orineed The word of old Holt alone
might be negligihle but supported by
that of a disinterested party It would
be a very different matter. Nl there
wnt bo help for 1t They would have
o take rare of the man until he was
able to travel. At the worst Mg W
eould give him a letter to Nelfridge
eapinining things and so pass the buck
o that gentiviman

(A Haolt had with the tacit consenl
of his guntds apgerinted himsell as o
port of nurse to the stranger BEarly
In the evening the sick man feoll Into
e soundd slewp. from which he Aid ot
pwake untll maorn g (heorge wan
pwa)y lomking after the packhorses
Pod was cooking breakfast, and Nig
UL B rifle close ot hand was chop
ping young firs Afty feet back of the
il The cook aliso had a gun. load
o with buckahot, Iving on & by boes
olde Wi s that they were (aking bo
thances with thelr prisoner

The old miner tarued from rearmang
Ing the boughs of greem Ar on the
pmudge to sew that his patient was
pwake anf his mind normal The
guim. steady eyes resting upon him
fold nlm that the delirtiumn had passcd

“Pretty nearly all 1o, wasnt 17 the
goung man sald

The snswer of G4 Holt wae an od)
e “YS e Neren cleven Ofteen
Take or cony. dd man ™ he sald In his
ahri!l high volew a8 bhe moved toward
fhe man 1n the hlankets Then o »
‘"" toye whille he |tl'1|rlu|r-|1 ITEE 1,
fange the bedding over the Wirsnger,
he ashed u guich guestion

“Are you Kl Y

Y~

tell themm Teld foothml!
.]l\'u as I yod wmas I outl of Yot
peid Maolt turpsed and eal od to [rwd
"hp he wanls saue hreabkiast

T the wma the comlh anaw erend
MHolt seemed 1o be ssihing the de
Pirtons man. What he renlly sald was
fhis “Beifndge has armanged »
you st Kamatiah. The
f grmes ot »
me beve ®
s as o berp we from telling you
truth P’ Tune ap om ™
Mg M had put down Ay ax and
war ajgromching He o
actly suspicious. but he N4 L
Heve In 'abing unnevessary clmpoes
“I teldl you I'm eut of tralni

Mayew! the last game, baven't =

" Ar

dis Otrong Fingere Clesed on the Gu!
let of the Mon

Come through with a sguare meal You
four Busher ™ demanded Bt 0 »
uervious volee.  He turned 1o Macy
“Look here, Cap. Haven't | played
he game all fall? Dwon't | gt what |
oant now we're through Y

The voloe of the young man was i
fted. His epes had lost theld quist
neadiness and roved restlessly to snd

fro. If Big B had held any doublts

e glance dissipated them.
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“This ain't no country fur chechs
toes (0 be wandering arcund withow
a heeper.” the cook continued. “Look:
ke your folks would have bettes
senine than (0 let their rab rah boy-*

MHe got no farther, Killot dropped te
one knee and his strong Angere close

W the gullet of the man s tightly tha!
wt even 8 groan could escape him
e old miner, walting with ever)
nuscle ready and every nerve undes
envion, Rung aslde his blanket anc
wariedd himself at the guard It toed
Mm less time than It takes to tefl L
arest the gun from the cook

Me got to his feet Just as Big N
s eyen and brain ol fogeed with
Veep st up and began 1o take notios
of the disturbance,

“Ton’t meve™ warned Holt shamply
"Netter throw your hamwdis up N
menkey business do you hear? 1'd w
Hef blow a helde through you as not

'h" AT !ulltﬂ" Litierly o S HITTL
"Wo you were faking sl the time
young fellowm. We save your life st
you round ob 98 You re s pretty slicd
wt‘-rl-lluh as & Qoulhde cromeer

“And that sin’t all 7 ehirped up Haoll
it et me Introsluce our friend
o your Mro Mug WL Macy Thin Is
tpordhom Billt, the ot agent ap
i--ilﬂﬂ'l L liwolh oOver the '\.tfllnl'”'lh
cialms Nelfridge gave you lads This
penitentiargy Job so as | woulda t meet
Bkt whets he reached the cnmnp "
e haddunt beenn s dartned anniown
abhout 1t our youlg friend would have
@le) heve om the divide. But Mr Nelf
Mdge Lind 1 ouifttedd & party and send
e & hundredl milles It the hilis 1o
rescwe the periahing. as the old sa)in
( vseyuenee s ikt and me
et up and have that nice comfden
tial talk after 2l The wars of Frow
Metare I slralge. as ). night sy,
Mr Mua

“Nomr trieh 7 oomended PBig NI sl
benily Now what are you guig @
do wmith un?

“Net. 2 thing—~ging v leave
raht bhere e prvspest WA

i atinw o Tex) "uil Mandly

saye theren gold wp here
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you
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“Irar
heapo

o Macy oondemaed 1rden in lan
Elinge ! refame ol vl e i) 1L
didn t stop ot Drarden, 1
for o share of I, alee Bt aid N

. T4 )

age
“Owt
At

youtk rechon? ' it here apd

erier heop the hoys cotupany while
you cul the pacl-ropes and bring ‘om
bete.  Bat Gret I'd step o and unload
all the hardware theyre packing I
o don't one of them s Hkedy 1o get
nxlous. 1'd bate to see 2y of them
eestunmit suliide with pose of Yheir
frice de bete 1o sa)y. 1wt be ook pat
aelr-

balien brought back the pack ropes
pnd cut them Into sultable lengths
uull'I ot dogee ratubled on Me wan

rrvlous snd affable Nt for o long
;.w had he enjoyed himaed!l s

Ghordon Ued the hands of Nig W
Debiind him. then roped his feet tageth

C Rer which he 0 the same Tor
olway. The old wminer superintended
Rhe Jobh and was et satisfhed 1 he
bad added & fow extras knots on his
own beha!lf

"“That'll haid them for awhile |
shouldnt wodder, Now If you'll Just
cover friend chef with this sawed off
gnt, Kot TN threws the dinmond
biteh over what suppiion we'll need o
gt back o Kamatish 'H take ot
bronch and leave the other o the oo
vicets, sald Hodt cheoerfully

*Forget tha! convit stuff ° growled
-.f, *With Macthwunld back of w
and the GUuttenchilds back of him
you'll have & hedtic the getting an)
thing on us ™

“That might be true If these folks
were bhack of youn  Put are e
ourse | sin't any Sherlock Mol
.'.. It donr't losok 1o e Nke ihey d Pin)
ARy such fool systems as this

After Holt had packed one of the
animals he turned to Kllimt

*1 revhims we're rendy ”

Utder orders from Blllot Dad fxed
up the smndges and arrunged the s
guite aetting over the bound men ~
a8 o give them all the protection pos
aihie

“We're going to take Dud with us
for @ part of the trip. We'll send hin
back o you later In the duy. You'll
have to fast tlll Be gets back. but out
side of that you'tl do very well If you
don't roll around trying to get loose
Do that, and you'll jar loose the mos
quiteo petting. You know what that
means.” eaplained Gordon

“It sin't Nkely sny grisslies will
come pokin’ thelr nposes into camp B
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et 8 good e
to be fearsd
they had left behind. The)
a long start and the advantage
WeR|wiin,

If Billot had advertiaed for o
he coutid not have found a mman who
knew mere of Colby Macdonald’s pamst
than Gideon Holt. The old man had
worked a claim on Frenchman creek
with him and had by sharp practice—
o0 At least he had come to bellgve=
beens lawed out of his rights by the
shrewd Beotsman. For seventeen yogre
he had nursed a grudge against Mac
donald, and he was never tired of talk-
ing about him. One story In partice
lar Interested Gordon.

“There was Farrell ('Netll, He was
a good fellow, Farrell was, but he had
fust one weaknesa, There was tiges
whet he liked] the bottle too well, He'd
et it alone for penths and then jJust
lap the stulf up. It was the time of
the stampwdde to Bonanes creek. Well,
the news of the sirike on Bonansa
reached [mwson and we all bumt ap
the trall 4 gt 1o the nhiew ‘I’uunll
first. (ONelll was one of the first. He
got in about twenty helow [Hscavery,
if ] remernbeor Mace wasn't 10 | wwsen,
bt he gt there nes! monin and
heard 'the hewa He 1t out for B
Bania pronto
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The ol miner stopred took a chew
of Lo ey the
salley far Kanmatinh
comld Just be seen. a Httle huddie of
huts

“WellY asked Elllt It wman oo
plonally necesdary 1o prompt Haelt
when bhe patsed for his dranatic of
foctn

'N:'n
night

and lookedl down Into

bwlow wmhete

drogem In and Jdns €0 Nedll ol
They knew each other vy ub
Bderetand s 0 tolifee 1! mas natural
Mac mould put up a4t his omiap @ Sedll
hatl » jartnet aiy! hey had hwaled
logeiher Vel '
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anything
A
ght pmcking grub up wWhile
| domn the o by Muo haid

with himm  He gt Var
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s 1.
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s " . ' g ot NEL ;| - ' [
s

of Nl 1T \
ab] detie 1! & ety

when he's 2 miind

s a Tiw AT Lé %

e Sty 1 allp ai
, | T
Varre!l
*How?
" Tl meliowed up L he
Ma his Lent friend e
s rendy to eat ot of his bl ™
Mar works hiw up to sign & comtract
wiote withesses Lo trust Mae fonr

Bat—eagrbanging his ha!f interest In

"i o

'i' 1"|' " an

all It what you want te
o™ % (FNelll Kiehed and that's all
he . «1 1" i him e
124 0 L Floally he
that he plumb
gl o B b e bhat IlHl Ilﬁllil
thare t1i] his motiey ran oyl Then
e Bitter night he starts up to Me
WMhia o It out with Ma The
percury was s low It had run Into
he ground a foot Fuarrell slegt In
t dJesertee! abin withowt a Are and
wt etiough beddding He cnught raen
i) ) Ny the Ume he reached the
il he was o mighty siek man Nex!
werk bhe diedd Thats all Mac done
to (rXNelll Not o thing that wasnt
legnl wither ™

Abyhow
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Gordon thought of Kheba (YNelll as
she sat listening o the tnles of Mac-
dotald In INane's parior and his gorge
rose 8! the man,

“But Mac had fell on his feet ol
rght.” continued Holt., “He gt his
start off that claim. Now he's a mil)
Honalre two or three Umes over, |
rechon”

They renched the outskirts of Ka-
matish about noon of the third day.
Gordon left Holt ot his oabin after
they had entens and went In alone o

of Light
Where You Want It

Buy o lamp that s built ¢
give mellow flickcriess light—
6 lamp that can be lighted ns

caslly as & gas jet
RAYO LAMPS

are nt expensive but you
can’t buy better lamps at any
price. Simple and artistic in
design, easy to keep clean
and re-wick, they give plenty
of light where you want it

It will pay to ask for Rayo
l.nil b’ name |If your local
dealer does not carry them

write to our nearcst station

Aladdin Snu'ity Oil guar-
antees best results from lamps,
stoves and heaters,

STANDARD OI1l. COMPANY

‘ Jeroen)
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THE “BLACK HAWK”

MANURE SPREADER

Is simple in construction, and casy to operate.
The wide spread attachment enables the farmer to
spread a width of 74 feet.  This spreader is casy to load
because it is low-down.

Anyone who is in the market for a spreader cannot
afford to lose the opportunity of examining the “Black
Hawk"™ before placing his order elsewhere.




