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18 PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY
13BY 13, 13, IEWING.

SUBSCRIPTION.
200 & Vesr, in advance. 10 not paid within the
e!r.!‘.’.w. six Months, $1.00. Three Moutha, 50 ceuts.
So sulwctivtion taken at less than the alove. Single
Copies, bive Caxrs.

ADVERTISING,
LOCAL MATTER, 10 ceuts a line; or 80 cents an
iuch for ever lusertion.
TRANSIENT RATES.—8 cents a line for one inser-
tion. and 4 ceuts a line for every additional insertion.
Oue inch of space counted as twelve lines.

ATANDARD RATES.—
2 Month

fonths. S Months. 6 Moaths. 1 Year
1 inch 3D .00 $5.00 S0
2 inches .10 Sw 800 PRELY
3 inches 6.2% Tw 12.00 1500
4 inches W 800 Hw 21.00

One Column, $5.00 per inch fur 1 year: for 6and 3
Mouths, 20 and 25 per cent. wlditional. Three clianges
allowed to yeurly advertisers without alditional elmrge

PHILADELPHIA,

e ——————

JOX GLADING,
No. 906 Arch St., Philadelphin,

Sells 36-inch Solid (French) ITAIR BRAIDS, #6; Side
Curls, §1; Combings made up, 50 cents #n cunce.
April 11, 1804=m .

HILT & LUNING,

IMPPORTERS OF -AND DEALERS IN

D > h ]
WALL PAPERS,

WINDOW &SI (:\TI)IQS.
Lambrequins, Cornices, Curtain §& Picture

Loops, Tussels, Bands, §e.,
406 and 408 ARCH STRLET,
PHILADELLHIA.

Paper and Shades huug by competent workmen In

city or country
N. B.—S$tore Shades made to order,

CHAS. CAMBLOS & (€O,
BANKERS AND BROKERS,

No. 38 SOUTH THIRD STREET,

[april 11=3m

PHILADELPIIA.
Dealers in Government Securities,
Gold, Sllver, &c.
810cks AND Boxps BOTGHT AXD S0LD ON COMNISSIIN.

Particular attention given to investments.
dec. 20, 18731y

Send for ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE and examine
eur prices befure purchasing, as we claim to sell
lower than other establishment in the City.

REMEMBER the NUMBER.
1236 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia,

June 14, 1573—1y

v 3 BLATCHLEY'S
= g Tmproved CUCCUMBER WO0OD
2 PUMP, Tasteless, Durable, EMclent
= S andCheap. The Lest Pump for the
5,5 least money. Attention fe especially
e lovited to Blatchley's Patent Im-
7 proved Bracket and New Drop Check
Valve, which can le withdrawn
¥/ without removing the Pump, or
disturbieg the joiuts. Also, the
Copper Cliamber, which never cracke

o

a3

= or scales, and will outlast any other.
=] :

= FYor sle l»{ Dealers and the Trade
=1 generally. Inquire for Blatchiley's
-

Pump, anl if not for sale in your
town, rend direct to

CHAS. Go BLATCHLEY, Manufacturer,
508 Commerce Street,
Pliladelphia, Pa.
LADIES’ SPRING and SUMMER
SUITS,
JACKETS,
AND
COSTUMES.

AGNEW & ENGLISH,

NO. 920 CIIESTNUT ST., PIILA.

Invite attention to their Large and Elegant Stock of
SILK, HHERNANY, CASIIMERE. POPLIN, ALPACA,
MOHAIR, LINEN and LAWN SUITS.

T

mar 14, 1874—Sm

Cloth and Cashmere Jackets,
Embroidered Linen, and
Lawn Polonaise,
Lace Polonaise, Sacques and Sbawls.
DBest Black Silk for Dresses, Ly the yard. 'Umbrellas,
Funs, Embroidercd Sashes, Pockets, &c. Fancy Goods.
Also, a full line of Ladies’ Under Garments. (The

ouly house on Chestnut street devoted exclusively to
this ciass of Goods.) [nay 9, 1874=2m

The Security Gompany,

No. S19 CHESTNUT Street,

PHILADELIHIA,

Chartered Capital, $1,000,000,
—O———

This Company transacts a general Bank-
fog and Insurance Dusiness, and will
attend, with promptness to all orders for
the investment of large or small sums of
money, and the purchase and sale of stocks
and bonds,

Saving Fund Certifleates
~ of 830, 8100, and 8300, payalle at the expirn-
tion of ten years, with futerest compounded for the
Lenetit of the holder; and also
Revenue Loan Certificates
of $30, 8100 8500, payalle at tha expiration

of ten years, but baving semi-anunil interest coupons
attached, will be issued to customers upon application.

HARRISON GRAMBO, Pres't.
ANTHONY M, ZANE, Sec’y.

June 20, 18741y

AROTHECARY,

GREETING AND COMPLIMENTY OF E. B. FRAZER

Port Deposit and Vicinity,

Respectfully announcing tho Opening of his

NEWDRUG STORE,

(Opposite 11, C. Nestitt & Co.'s)

Where may e fmnd a complete asortment of

DRUGS, MEDICINES, Chemicals,

AND

Toilet Merchandise.

Pliysicians’ Prescriptions accurately  compounded
from new and carefully selectel materinls. A Specialty.

89.The patronage of his friends anl the public
genernlly most cordially solicited.

April 19, 18T 4—tf
Q LYERTISERS scnd 25 cte. to Goo. . Rowrt
& Co, 41 Park Row, N, YV, for their Eighty-page
Famphlet, showiug cust of advertising.
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ELKTON, MARYLAND, SATU

RDAY, JULY

4, 1874,

WHOLE NO. 1,656.

JOB PRINTING!

Every Description of Job Printing esecuted atTHE
WG OFFICE:—

- Pamphlets, Checks, Receipt and Bill-bols,

Priuted aud Bound In any style ordered.

POSTERS,

LETTER HEADING, Eavolope Printing
CARDS OF ALL KINDS.

Colored and Bronze Printing,
EXECUTED IN TIIK BEST STYLE.

®9.Anything In the Printing or Lithogiapling line
can by ordered at The W Aig Office.
Satisfaction guaranteed, or no charge made.

Terms Cash on delivry of all work,

FERTILIZERS, &C.

Lister’s Bones

THE CHEAPEST!
THE SUREST!
THE BEST!
Wo are EXCLUSIVE AGENTS for theso Bones for
Cecil county, Md, and ofter them
Wholesalo and Rotall,

RETAIL PRICE $38 PER TON.

SPECIAL RARGAINS FOR LARGE LOTS to Farmers
on accommodating terms.

8olloit the patronago of the Farmers and
Merchants of tho county.
J. TOME & CO,,

PORT DEPOSIT.

mar 7, 1874=tf

D. SCOTT & BRO,,

IELICTON, MD.,
DEALERS IN

Grain, Coal, Lime, Salt, Feed,

Fish, Plaster and Fertilizers
OF TIIE FOLLOWING STANDARD BRANDS:

I"hoxphuates,

MORO PHILLIPS, WATSON & CLARK,
COE'S & COPES.

13one.

BAUGIHS, (guaranteal pure,)
TIERS " G
LISTER'S AND OTIER BRANDS.

‘GUANOS,

PACIFIC GUANO,

A.A. MEXICAN
(“I'.%‘lllll‘l‘.\ *
IATIAMA s
SUN -®
QW PERUVIAN and all othier Brands furnished when
ordered, at lowent rates.
April 18, 1a3d—tf,

 J. H. STEELE,
CHESAPEAKE CITY, MD.,

DEALER IN

Grain, Coal, Lime,
PLASTER, SEEDS, and FERTILIZERS

OF THE FOLLOWING WELL KNOWN BRANDS:
Wattson & Clark’s Super Phosphate
Moro Phillips’ s %
Turner’s Excelsior *
Horner’s Maryland *
Baugh’s Pure Ground Bone.

(1)

6

Horner's ¢ o “
No. 1. Peruvian Guano.
“Sun?” .
Orchilla <8

And all other Crop Producers furnished
when ordered,

ON IZASY TISRMS,
June 20, 1874—Cin

DRY GOODS and GROCERIES.
NO EXPERIMENT!

BUY for CASH & SELL for CASH:
CARHART & CO.,

ZION, MD.

——

Carpet Chain,
Wood and Willow-ware,
IHouse Furnishing Goods:

CARHART & CO.,

ZION, MD.

DRY GOODS, GROCERIES, &C.:

CARHART & CO.,
ZION, MD.

CENERAL MERCHANDISE

at less than regular prices, on our usual terins, which is
Casli on Delivery to every person, without regard to
responsibility.  Rich and poor enjoy the same advane
tagew. We have tried this system for fourteen years,
and ready to prove that *a niwmble sixpence is Letter
than a slow shilling.”

GAUGE=26Inchiss to the yard.
16 Ounces to the pound.
N. B.=* Whitewash "= DBaltimore Lime.
£5-NO CIIROMO. [May 2, 1874,

|, Mauldin & Co.

AT ROCK RUN,

Are receiving alnust daily ADDITIONS to their

LARGE STOCK OF G00DS,

WHICH TIIEY ARE SELLING AT THE

LOWEST I'osslble PRICE

FOR CASH,

Purchasers may rely on getting the
worth ot thelr mmoney.

9. Please call and examine for yourselves,

May 2, 1N74=1tf

Q' Ep B!
And Look at This

1 reapectfully ask everyboly to call and Uring their

friends with them, o that they can see for them-

'l‘lll‘} Goody offered by me

are of the Lest quality, and can be bought on better

nelves that

terms than at any other Store. All who call say that

my display Is Gl{‘\x ]) and it keeps my-
self and all my clerke Lusy walting on my customers.
avuytocation ts CENTRAL every one i
ing luto tuwn pusses along the street on which I am,
anl caunct fuil 1o find my Louse, aud will also find
Gooda as U][l‘}‘\l) us can be purchas-
ol in the city. T wish all the Farmers to give me a call,
and I rell thee for C‘\S]l or Country Produce
uny articles they may need for the coming Harvest, and

all who come to his S'I‘O]{l‘} may Laassured, that

they will receive polite attention, uul 1 guarantee alen
to suit them.

JOHN K. DRENNEN.

Elkten, June 13, 1874t

' THEPARKER:GUN.

SEND STAMP FOR CIRCULAR

PARKER BROS .

" IHE STORY OF THE GUN.

FROM VICTOR HUGO'S NINETY:THREE.
(coneluded.)

At the instant when, accepting thisawful

hand to-liand contest, the gunner approach-

! ed to challenge the cannon, some chance

tluctuation of the waves kept it for a mo-
ment immovable, as if suddenly stupefied.
“Come on!"” the man said to it. e
avoided the shock.

The struggle began—struggle unheard
of.  The fragilo matching itsell against
tho invulnerable. Tho thing of flesh at.
tacking tho brazen brute. On the oneside
blind force, on the other a soul,

The whole passed in ahalf-light. It was
like the indistinct vision of a miracle.

A soul—strange thing; but you would
have said the cannon Lad one also—a soul

.| filled with rage and hatred. This blind.

ness appeared to have eyes. The monster
had tho air of watching tho man. Thero
was—oue might have fancied so at least—
cunning in this mass. It becamo somo
gigantic insect of metal, having, or seem-
ing to have, the will of a demon. Somo-
times this colossal grasshopper wonld strike
the low ceiling of the deck, then fall back
on its four wheels like a tiger upon its four
claws, and dart ancw on the man, He—
supple, agile, adroit—would glide away
like a snako from the reach of theso light-
ning-like movements. Ho avoided the
encounters; but the blows which Lo escap-
ed fell upon tho vesscl and continned the
havoc.

An end of broken chain remained at-
tached to the carronade. This chain had
twisted itself, one could not tell how, about
the scrow of the breech-button, Ono ex-
tremity of the chain was fastened to the
carriage. Tho other, hanging loose, whirl.
ed wildly about tho gun, and added to the
danger of its blows.

Tho screw held it like a clinched hand,
and tho chain, multiplying the strokes of
the battering.ram by its strokes of a thong,
made a fearful whirlwind about the can.
non—a whip of iren in a fist of brass.
This chain complicated tho battle.
Nevertheless the man fought.  Some.
times, even, it was tho man who attacked
the cannon. e crept along the side, bar
and rope in haund, and the cannon had the
air of understanding, and flod as if it per.
ccived a snare. The man pursued it, for-
midable, fearless.

Such a duel could not last long. The
gun seemed suddenly to say to {tself,—
¢ Come, wo must make an end!"” and it
paused. One felt tho approach of the
crisis. Tho cannon, as if in suspenso,
appeared to have, or had—becauso it seem-
cd toall a sentient being—a furious pre.
meditation. It sprang unexpectedly upon
tho gunner. e jumped aside, let it pass,
and cried out with a laugh, ¢ Try again!”
The gun, asif in a fury, Lroke a carronade
to larboard; then, seized anew Ly the invis-
ible sling which held it, was tlung to star.
board toward the man, who escaped.
Threo carronades gave way under the
blows of the gun; then, asif blind, and no
longer conscious of what it was doing, it
turned back on the man, rolled from the
stern to the bow, bruising the stem and
making a breach in the planking of the
prow. The gunner had taken refugo at
the foot of tho stairs, a few steps from the
old man, who was watching.

The gunner beld his hand-spike in rest.
The cannon scemed to perceive him, and,
without taking the troublo to turn itself
backed upon him with the quickness of an
axe-stroke. The gunner, if driven back
against the side, was lost. The crew ut.
tered a simultaneous cry.

But the old passenger, untilnow immov-
able, mado a spring more rapid than all
those wild whirls. o seized a bale of the
falso assignats, and, at tho risk of being
crushed, succeeded in flinging it between
the wheels of the carronade. This man.
wuvre, decisive and dangerous, could not
have been executed with more adroitness
and precision by a man trained to all the
exercises set down in Durosel’s Manual of
Sea Gunnery.

The bale hud the effect of a plug. A
pebblo may stop a log, a tree branch turn
an avalanche. The carronade stumbled.
The gunner, in his turn, seizing this terri-
ble chance, plunged his iron bar between
the spokes of ono of the hind wheels.
The cannon was stopped. It staggered.
The man, using the bar as a lever, rocked
it to and fro. The heavy massturned over
with a clang like a falling bell, and the
gunner, diipping with sweat, rushed for.
ward headlong, and passed tho slipping
noose of the tiller-rope about the Lronze
neck of the overthrown monster.

It was ended. Tho man kad conquered.
The ant had subdued the mastodon; the
pizmy had taken the thunder-bolt prisoner.
The marines and tho sailors clapped
their hands.

The whole crew hurried down with
cables and chains, and in an instant the
cannon was securely lashed.

The guuner saluted the passenger.
Sir,” he said to him, * you have saved
my life.”

Tho old man had resumed his impassable
attitude, and did not reply.

The man Lad conquered, but one might
say that the cannon had conquered also.
Immediate shipwreck had been avoided;
but tho corvetto was by no means saved.
The dilapidation of tho vessel seemed irre-
mediable. The sides had flve breaches,
one of which, very large, was in the bow.
Out of the thirty carronades, twenty lay
useless in their frames.

The carronade which had beed captured
and rechained was itself disabled; the
screw of the breech-button was forced, and
leveling of the picce impossible in conse-
quence. The battery was reduced to nino
pieces. The lLold had sprung a leak. It
was necessary at once to repair the dam-
ages and set the pumps to work.

The gun-deck, now that one had time to
look about it, offered a terrible spectacle.
The iuterior of a mad clephant’s cage
could not have been moro completely dis-
mantled,

However great the necessity that the
corvetto should escape observation, a still
more imperious necessity presented itsell—
immediato safety.

It had been necessary to light up the
deck by lanterns placed hero and there
along the sides.

But during the whole timo this tragic
diversion had lasted, the crew were 8o
absorbed by the one question of life or
death that they noticed little what was
passing outside the sceno of the duel  The
fog had thickened; tho weather had chavg-
ed, tho wind had driven the vessel at will,
it had got out of its route, in plain sight
of Jersey and Guernsey, farther to the
south than it ought to have gone, and was
surrounded by a troubled sea. The great
waves kissed tho gaping wounds of the

WEST MERIDEN,CT.
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corvette—kisses full of peril. The sca
rocked lLier menacingly. Tho breezo be-

camo a gale. A squall, a tempest perhaps

threatened. It was impossiblo to sec before
one four oars' length,

While the crew were repairing summar.
ily and in hasto the ravages of the gun.
deck, stopping the leaks and putting back
into position the guns which had escaped
the disaster, the old passenger Lad gone on
deck.

1o stood with his back against the main.
mast.

Ho hiad paid no attention toa proceed-
ing which had taken place on tho vessel.
The Chevalier La Vieuville had drawn up
the marines inline on cither side of the
mainmast, and at the whistle of the boat.
swain the sailors busy in the rigging stood
upright on the yards.

Count du Boisberthelot advanced toward
the passenger. Behind the captain march-
ed a man haggard, Lreathless, his dress in
disorder, yet wearing a satisfied look under
it all. It wasthe gunner who had just
now so opportunely shown himself a tamer
of monsters, and who had got the better of
the cannon.

The count made a military salute to the
unknown {n peasant garb, and said to him
¢ Genceral here is the man,”

The gunner held himself erect, his eyes
downeast, standing In a soldierly attitude.
Count du Boisberthelot continued:
¢ General, taking into consideration
what this man has done, do you think
there is something for his commanders to
do?”

1 think there is," said tho old man.
“RBo good cnough to give the orders,”
returned Boisberthelot.
“It is for you to givo them.
the captain.”’
“ But you are the General," auswered
Boisberthelot. .
The old man looked at the guuner.—
“ Approach,’ said he.
The gunner moved forward a step.  Tho
man turned toward Count du Boisberthe-
lot, detached the cross of Saint Louis from
the captain’s uniform, and fastened it on
the jacket of the gunner.
“ Hurrah !"" cried the sailors.
The marines presented arms. The old
passenger, pointing with his finger toward
the Lewildered gunner, added, * Now let
that man be shot."
Stupor succeeded the applause.
Then, in the midst of a silence liko that
of the tomb, the old man raiscd his voice.
Io said:
« A negligenco has endangered this ship.
At this moment she is perhaps lost. To
bo at sea is to face the enemy. A vessel
at open sca is an army which gives battle,
The tempest conceals, but does not ab.
sent itself. The whole sca is an ambus.
cade. Death is tho penalty of any fault
committed in tho face of the enemy. No
fault is reparable. Courage ought to be
rewarded, and negligence punished.”
These words fell one after the other
slowly, solemnly, with a sort of inexorable
measure, like the blows of an ax upon an
oak.
Aund the old man, turning to the soldiers
added, * Do your duty.”
The man upon whose breast shono the
cross of Saint Louis bowed his head.
At asign from Count du Boisberthelot
two sailors descended between deck, then
returned, bringing the hammock winding-
sheet. The ship's chaplain, who, since
the time of sailing had becn at prayer in
tho officers’ quarters, accompanied thetwo
sailors; a sergeant detached from the line,
twelve marines whom he arranged in two
ranks, six Ly six, the guuner without
uttering a word, placed himsell between
the two files. The chaplain, crucifix in
hand, advanced and stoud near him,
¢ March ! said the sergeant.
The platoon moved with slow steps to-
ward the bow. The two sailors who car.
ricd the shiroud followed.
A gloomy silence fell upon tho corvette.
A hurricane moaned in the distance.
A few instants later there was a tlash; a
report followed, echoing among the shad.
ows; then all was silent; thon camo the
thud of a body falling into the sca.
The old passenger still leanod back
against the mainmast with folded arms,
thinking silently.
Boisberthelot pointed towards him with
the fore finger of his left hand, aud said in
a low voico to La Vieurville.
“Tho Vendeo has found a head !

| —m & ® G— ——— -

A WESTERN ENGINEER.

Jim Cary was an engineer who used to
run the “Reeder ' on the Hamilton and
Dayton road. e was a bLlood-thirsty fel.
low, and when under his management the
royal * Recder” sped through the Miami
Valley screaming like an eagle, she was
the terror of the bovine tribe along the
way. Carydid not mind a bit about run.
ning over live stock, but hLe said it made
lLim sorry to run down a man, for he hated
to help gather him up.

One Indian Summer day, when, with a
mixed train of passenger and freight cars,
he was clipping down the road near Glen.
dale, he saw ahead an old gentleman seated
on the track, with Lis back toward the
approaching train, reading a newspaper.
The elderly party seemed deeply absorbed
in what might have bLeen election returns,
and did not notice the train. Cary’s heart
was a little softencd that day, perhaps by
the mellow sunshine, or by thinking of his
wife's aunt who lay sleeping in the church-
yard, and he thought he wouldn't mash
the old man without giving him fair warn.
ing. i

So lio shut off steam and jerked the
‘whistlo rope vigorously. Still the old gen.
tleman kept on with tho clection news, as
if Le didu't proposc to Le disturbed by a
railroad train; or, what was more likely,
his hearing machinery was somewhat out
of gear.

Cary saw at onco that Lo could neither
call the man's attention from the news-
paper, nor stop the train in time to pre.
vent an accident, and he instantly deter-
mined on a perilous feat such as he had
read of in the papers as being frequently
performed with neatness and success.

I1o would go out on the cow-catcher and
save the old man or lose his own life in the
attempt. He accordingly gave his hat to
the fireman to hold, together with a mes
sage, in case of his death, to Lis mother.
in-law, that he died Lravely in the perform.
ance of his duty, with his face to the front.

Well, Cary went out on the cow-catclicr,
leaned far over, and, as the terrible engine
dashied up, with one powerful sweep of his
arm hurled the old man from the track
into tho ditch and ioto safety, and Cary
swooned back against the head of tho
boiler for a few moments,

Then the train was slowly backed up to
whero the old man lay in the ditch; and
tho conductor and all the passengers got
out and gathered around, and evorybody
Jaughed but Cary, and he swore, and the
old man in old clothes wasn't hurt a bit,

being well stuffed with straw, and the ras.
cally boys jumped up from behind the

You are

l feuce, and rau away through the corn field
and escapod.

PIGEONS.

THE NESTING OF WILD

IY DR. GIDEON LINCECUM.

From The American Sporisman,

“correspondents frequently ask us where
pigeons winter in the greatest numbers,
and where they are to bo found most abun.
dant in spring, summer and fall,”’ and then
remark, *“ this is exactly what we oursclves
would like to ascertain,”

Well, cven tho pigeons themselves could
not exactly tell you now, where they will
spend thoe next winter. That will depend
eutirely—as all wild pigeouns will tell you,
on having the question put to them—upon
circumnstances, which have not yet tran.
spited. Their principal food consists of
the acorns of various oaks, (2 obtusiloda, 2
caleshy, 2 phallos, 2 aquatica, 2 rirens, the

and tho nut-like seeds of various other
trees and vines.

During October and the first days of
November, small flocks of pigeons are
scen swiftly passing in various directions.
These are prospecting flocks which visit
every portion of the continent south of the
frozen region, and return and report.—

Then, and not until then, do they know
in what portion of the temperate zoune they
will take up winter quarters. The great.
est quantity and widest district of their
natural food reported, decides the matter,

A section of country four or five hun.
dred miles in diameter is sclectod, and
about the center of it, the sleeping ground
is located. For this they prefer an elevat.
ed country with large timber. Hore they
all come to sleep every night, aud it is curi.
ous to ses how they can pils up on the
branches of athick tree top, until it breaks
down or becomes a solid mass of birds.
These pigeon roosts as they aro ‘called, on
au average, will occupy a distric ten to
twelvo miles in diameter. 1 visited one in
the night time that wasin full blast. I
traversed the dangerous place the greater
part of the night, avoiding the vicinity of
the largo loaded trees; for the snapping
and crashing of their pranches soon taught
me the nocessity of carefulness, The
breaking limbs of the trees, the screech.
ing and croaking voices and tho storm of
wings that was momentarily occurring,
over an area of forty or fifty squarc miles,
kept up a continuous uproar that was won-
derful to contemplate, The ground layed
strowed with dead and crippled pigrons;
liogs, foxes, racoons and opossums, all be-
camo so fat they could barely get outof
the way. Many people visited the roost,
who, after a wanton destruction’of thous.
ands, would tako home bags fullof them.
The birds continued to eccupy that roost
every night for about six weeks, or uutil
their peculiar fuod of that section had
been consumed. (It is my opiuion that the
ontiro hosts of that specics of the genus
columba, roosted there.) And when there
were no more acorns within reach, they
doparted to some other region where they
could find something to cat. They were
all gone in a single day.

The value of the soil in a pigeon roost is
increased a hundred per cent. Refer to
what you have said in your article on this
subject in your issue of 23rd of May. I
can't writo it out here.

I enjoyed tho opportunity in the month
of April, 1832, of making observations on
the manners and customs of tho wild pig-
eons, through the cntire period of nest
making, sitting, hatching and feeding,
until they abandoned and left their young
ones screaming for food. It occurred on a
heavy timbered section of the Tombigbee
Lottom, fifteen miles in length and one and
alialf to two miles wide, lat. 33 deg. 16 m.
north. The timber was very tall, consist-
ing of oak, hickory, beech, sweet gum and
cypress, the undergrowth, cave, vines and
bushes. IHere the ‘‘putchee nashoba,”
lost dove, as the Chocktaws call tho wild
pigeon, nested.

1 made excursions of six or seven miles
through the bottom, twice, during the
time they were coustructing their nests,
they were so much engaged, they paid Lut
little attention to me; and threo other ex-
cursions after they had laid their egys.
They mado their nests of small dry
twigs, Lits of sticks, dry leaves, and all
kind of trash fouud on the ground, and by
the timo they had completed their work,
the entire Lottom looked black and clear
of litter as if it Lad been swept with a
Lroom, not a leaf nor a stick was left, and
to judgo from the appearance of the scanty
uests, the birds didn't have half enough.
One day after incubation had commenced
three other men and mysell went to the
bottom to mnake observations. The dis-
coveries we made filled every mind with
surprisc and amazoment at the work that
had been done, by these little bitds during
the past eight days. Through all the be.
fore mentioned thirty square miles of that
densely timbered bottom, fiom as bigh as
one's head on horseback on the sapplings,
to the topmost limbs on the tallest trees,
not a vacant spot where a nest could be
crowded in, was to be found anywhere.
We all searched with that object iu view.
The foliage of tho trees had not yet un.
folded, bLut the packed and muftled up
appearance of their tops made the swamp
dark as midsummer. On the largo bori.
zontal prongs of tho big trecs, were long
rows of nests, closcly jammed sido by side,
and inall the forks, on projecting knots
and many more unlikely places nests were
found. Many on the saplings were fre.
quently fouud so low that sitting on horse
back one could peep into them; and find.
ing but one egg in cach, wo surmised that
they were not done laying. We therefore
examined all wo could reach in passing
through seven or eight miles of the bot.
tom. 'Twas all the same, onc egg ouly.
Every nest was occupied, and the occu.
pant, from her reluctance to loave it, scom-
ed to bo sitting, however, we still clung to
tho idea that they would lay anotber egg.
Three days after wo went again, but thero
were no more cggs, ono a piece was all that
was deposited at that nesting place.

It is a subject worthy of notice, that no
nest was found on any that stood on
ground, higher than the level of the Lot
tom, not even on tho:e trees branches inter.
locked with the limba of the land timber,
but Laving their roots on higher ground at
the foot of the uplaud slope.

Weusually arrived at the nesting ground
about 8 a'clock A. 3., when the whole
region would be as mlent as death. The
sitting pigeons all on their nests, but not a
sound was uttered anywhere; no other
bird would deign to enter the filthy dis-
trict; but half an hour later, when the
faitliful cocks bad returned, bringing break-
fast for their patient mates, the roar of the

| rushing clouds dashing and whirling into
| the thick timber, with the cooking and
ilcreamlng of the thaukful bens, that ac-
‘companlld the deafening storm of wings
| was Leyond the powor of this pencil to
‘\portmy.

Fortunately for the spectator, this stun.

In your issue of 23rd of May, you say,

nnts of all tho Fugus family,) cane seeds |

}uing uproar was of short duration. Vast
" sections of the birds would scem to depart
| as if by a signal, and the suddeu simulta.
I neous stroke of their million wings, would
| produce heavy atmospheric concussions.
[ At first, while the food is near, the cocks
make four trips a day, but by the time the
! young ones come, food has becomo so dis-
' tant that two trips a day is as much as
i they can make, and now both males and
females go out in search of food to supply
the daily increasing demands, and leaving
the young ones alonce, their inccesant cries
and clamor for food are truly annoying.
A few days later, and they mako but one
trip per day. Going outat early morn,
| and returning at night. At this stage of
| their nesting period, being 2t Columbus,
| Miss., fifty miles south of their nursery,
i and observing, about sundown, many flocks
of pigeons passing over, returning towards
their nosts, I got an old shot.gun, and
popped ono of them down. When, greatly
to my surprise, 1 found his crop full of live
oak (Qurus tirens) acorns. Thoe live oaks
nearest to that point, in that direction, are
in Florida, five hundred miles distant; and
more westerly, along the Gulf coast toward
Mobile. I returned hote the next day,
seeing no pigeons all day, began to conjec-
ture, as you have in your articles, that now
they could fly they had removed their
young ones to where more convenient sup-
| plies could be obtained. When I arrived
at home all were saying, ‘* The pigeonsare
gone.”” They had all disappeared in a sin.
gle day.

I concluded that I would go out early
the next morning and try to find some
signs left, that I could read, and ascertain
if I could, the cause of their sudden de-
parture. When Icame withina mile of
tho place next morning, the very singular,
frying, hissing aud confused sounds that
saluted my ears was utterly inexplicable.
The nearcr [ came to it the less I could
conceive what produced it, and the louder
it became, until it Increased to a perfectly
indiscribable clamor. All tho frog ponds
in the world in full chorus could not com-
pare with it. But entering the old nursery
the cause of the great clamor was discov-
ered, Standing crect in every nest were
the deserted young pigeovs, screaming aud
yelling at the top of thelr voice for some-
thiog to eat. My near approach did not
scem to alarm them, Their cries and
lamentation distressed me so [ had to leave.

I could not get rid of the impression the
scene had mado on me, and during the
night I conceived a plan and prepared a
large basket to take the young birds home
in, besides some peas and cold bread, with
which to allure and catch enough to fill my
basket. I intended to tako them Lome
and treat them so kindly that they would
stay with me and [ would bave a flock of
wild pigeons of my own. When I came
near with my basket I could hear no noise
of any kind, and on entering the oid nest-
ing place I found every nest had been evac-
uatod, not a bird an any description was to
scen or heard any where. There were no
indications left whereby I could even ven.
ture a conjecture of what had become of
them, Opposite this place, in the Chicka.
saw Nation, and southwest, in the Chock-
taw country, lay vast prairio plains, which
at that timo of tho year (the first of May,)
were literally covered with strawberries,
that were just Leginning to ripen, two
days after the young Lirds had abandoned
their nests, I heard they were on the
prairies, and were eating all the strawber-.
ries. and that the Indian boys were killing
them with sticks and packing home as
many as they could carry every day. They
sald, ** you eat up our strawberries, wo will
eat you, Mr. Pigeon.” They remained
scattered over that extended prairie, sleop-
ing tow or threo in a bunch on the ground
until the strawberry season was over,

In riding over the prairie with my hunt-
fng lamp on my head, during this period,
they were so often fluttering up from be.
neath my horse’s feet that they defeated
all attempts to get a venison on the pralrie.
They fattened up on the strawberries
and were very nice for the table. There
scemed to be such countless numbers of
them spread over thousands of square
miles of the country, that I thought it
might be that the old birds had got with
them again, and towords the close of the
straberry season, when they were all fat, I
went over the river into the prairie and
shot a dozen brace of them. They were
all squabs, and the Indians who were
camped around on the borders of the tim.
bered land, and wero living on the pigeons
and berries, told me that they were all
¢ putchuses’—young ones. On heing
asked what had become of the old ones,
they replied, the old ones had picked up
and fed to thelr Lungry young all the
acorns and Dleach.nuts in the world; bad
starved themselves until they could hardly
fly; tho cries of the young were as loud as
ever; that there was nothing morein reach
to give them, and being about to perish
themselves, they concluded to leave tho
starving young to their fate, and had gone
away norty, where food was always plenty
after the ico had inelted; that the young
ones had remained, starving on tholr nests
two days, when they made the discovery
that they could fly too, and rising above
the tall trces could see the plaius, where
they immediately pitched, and finding the
strawberries, had remained and got fat,
making plenty good meat for a lituck
hoppe hooma—the red man. ¢ But,” said
tho Indian, ¢ this fat feast is nearly at an
end; two or three days hence and all these
fat birds will be gone. A few little gangs
of the old ones will come and tell them,
‘the food here, boing exhausted, you must
go with us to a moro northern region,
where the borries aro just now beginniug
to bo plenty. Then, making a few rapid
and very wide gyrations over the far.reach.
ing prairies, the young ouncs, as with the
same Impulse, will spring nup, tlapping
their strong whirring winds, and will dis-
appear like a storm cloud.”’

Thix is what the Indian teld me; and so
it turned out. When I went four days
later to get another mess of the nice birds
before they felt, I found that birds, Indians
and strawberries had all disappeared. The
scone was lonesome.

e ———p & S C— ——

t#"* Take a wing,” gushed a young
and pompeus upstart, oxtending his bent
arm to a sensible young lady, at the closo
of a prayer meeting. ** Not of a gander,”
she quietly replied, and walked homo with

Lier mother.
e —— & E— ———

tF~A gentlemun baving a deal servant

was advised by a friend to discharge her.

4 No," roplied that gentleman, with much

guod feeling, *that poor creature would
never Liear of another situation.'
—_— ——— & ©® E— ———

t# “1've got an idea in my head,” ex-

claimed a young man, entering a dry goods

“You had bet'er get it out at onco or it
will be fearfully lonesomie aud companion.
less,”

store, whereupon one of the clerks said, |

' THE INDIANS.
l A correspondent of the New York Tri-
' bune who accompanies Gen. Custer’s ex-
! ploring expedition to the Black Hills, Da.
kota Territory, gives the following account
"of the Indiaus they expect to encounter:

TRE AGENCY INDIANS.

Since coming heres (Fort A. Lincolu,
D. T.) I have sought intelligence concern.
ing the condition of the Indians on the
river and their professed attitudo toward
the expedition, to supplement a personal
inspection of all the Missouri river agen-
ciea made last Fall.

The Mandans, Rees and Gros Ventres
are some 80 miles above Fort Abraham
Lincoln. They are friendly to the Govern.
ment and always have been, though the
Government has never been very friendly
tothem. Being small in numbers, unitedly
not exceeding a thousand, the Government
has had no occasion to fear them, and
therefore has not surfeited them with food
and presents; but, on the contrary, has
made them the victim of a starvation
pulicy. If these Indians, who are of an
entirely different lineage from the Sioux,
had any virtuous way of supporting them.
sclves, the iudifference of the Government
would not be material; but there is littlo
game on that side of the river; the Indian
bas little Inclination for agricultural pur.
sulits, the soil is not readily productive, and
the Sioux are too fond of coming upon the
other side of the river to make hunting in
small partics safe. From year to year thoy
bave lived a hand.to.mouth existence.—
Within the last year, however, the Govern.
ment has Leen more just and generous in
its issue of rations; and the chiefs of the
tribes have just returned from a visit to
the Great Father to arrange for their future
prosperity, From 40 to 50 of these In.
dians hLave been engaged on the expedition
as scouts. Their friendship has long been
tested. The news of the Sioux raid en
their homes at Berthold has greatly exas.
perated them. They will fight desperately,
but at the whito man's side.

Going down the river from Fort A, Lin.
coln, there are six agencies of Sioux In.
dians within a distance of 400 miles. Of
these tho Yankton, Yanktonals, and the
Santee Sioux agencies, numbering together
about 4,300 Indians, are friendly, and
though a foew individual members of these
tribes might lend moral encouragement to
an expedition against Custer, the vast ma.
Jority would give it no support whatever,

At Standing Rock, about 100 miles be-
low Fort Lincoln, at the Cheyenne Agency,
within 10 miles of Fort Sully, there are
Sioux of three different varicties. Thers
are flrst, tho friendly Sioux, who have
agreed to accept the Government Uribe,
considering it unsafe or impolitic to do
otherwise; second, tho ‘‘hostiles,”” who
come to the agencies only from necossity
or to.foment mischief by inciting tho bet.
ter disposed Indians to insolence and vio-
lenco. Their influence is powerfully bad,
especially upon the young men, from whom
their section is mainly recruited; thirdly,
there are the semi.Lostiles, who vacillate
between friendship and hostility, and whose
mercurial temper cannot be relied on.—
Considerations of sclf.interest determine
them to peace, but a strong intluence from
tho hostile camp easily induces them to
take the risks of war.

At Standing Rock there are some 8,000
or 9,000 Indians on rations. The number
of young bucks who would like a chance
to bother Custer in the Black Iills is pretty
large. It would not be necessary to divulge
their inteution to the agent. The Sioux
bave a neat euphemism which kindly rec.
oaciles him to their departure. They sim-
ply tell him they waut to go off on a hunt.
They say nothing about the game. The
Indians have made little or no real progress
toward civilization. They have built no
bouses, have no schools among them, have
made no attempt at agriculture; Lut when
they aro uot eating their rations or fight.
ing the Rees or the Government, they are
simply quiescent. Their principal chicfs
arec Two Dears, Ruuning Antelope (who
looks more like an ox than an antelope),
Fat Belly, Bear Ribs, and Long Soldier,
six fect six fuches in hight. These Indians
aro largely of the Unepapa and Ollagalla
Siouz.

At the Cleyenne River agency there are
about 5,000 Indians belonging to the Min.
neconjou, Sans Arc, Two Kettle, and a part
of the Blackfeot bands of Sloux. Some of
their principal chiefs are Long Manden,
who is the head of the Two Kettles, Four
Bear of thoe same band, Burnt Face of the
Sans.Arcs, Little Swan of the Minnecon-
jous, and Little Black Feet. The Sauns
Arcs are, perhaps, the most numecrous.
Tho Two Kettles are the most industrious,
and have built nearly forty houses. Asat
Grand River, they are powerfully influ.
enced by the ‘“hostiles,’”” and their young
men form a strong war party.

DECLARING INTENTIONS.

The Iudiaus at these two agencies, Loth
by word aud deed, have been very frank in
declaring their Intentions for the Summer.
At Standing Rock an Iudian came in dur-
ing the Winter bringing a McClellan sad.
dle, and openly boasted that he was the
one who killed the cavalry doctor on the
Yellowstone expedition. The sugar and
coffee found in the deserted Indian camps
last Summer proved that the Iundians wo
were fighting had either come directly from
the agencios or had been in coutact with
agency Indians. So that it would not bLe
unreasonable to suppose that tho ¢‘hos-
tiles” may be considerably strengthened
from this source. To leave no doubt about
the matter, when news of the projected
Black I1ill expedition reached the Indians
at Standing Rock a delegation of about
200 came up to pay their respects to Gen.
Custer and learn his fntentions. Subse.
quently a party of 12 chiefs, and again
about a half a dozen of the same diguity,
came up on the same errand. Two Hears
was present with one delegation, and Run-
uing Antelope was the spokesman of each
party. Gen. Custer informed his inter-
viewers that the Government was thinking
of sending an exploring expedition into the
Black Hills simply to ascertain the charac-
ter of the country; that this was the only
portion of the country east of the Rocky
Mountains that was not known, and that
the Great Father wished to leirn something
about it; that the expedition was a peace-
ful one; that if he met any Indians he
shiould meet them on friendly terms, unless
they did somo bhostile act; that although
we were poing with peaceful intentions, weo
were going with a formidable force, so as
to Le prepared for any emergency. The
Indians replied tLat they came not ouly for
themselves, but also for tho hostilo camp.
Gen. Custer told them to send bLis reply to
the hostile camp. Running Antelope then
asked if he was golng thero to run a rail.
road through the country. Gen, Custer
answered, Noj that he would simply go
through, makethe exploration, turu around
| and come back again.
| Ruuning Autelope then claimed that he

had been to Washington, and that the
Great Father had said that no white man
should go intothe reservation. ‘The treaty
was produced, and Gen. Custer explained
that In it the Great Fatherreferred to three
classes of persons; first tho Indians, then
white men, meaning settlers, who were
excluded from the rescrvation; and thirdly,
soldiers, who were under the Great Fath.
er’'s command and who could go just where
the Great Father bid them. It was ex.
plained to the Indians that the soldiers by
passing through their country could not
acquire apy title to their land. The In.
dians, however, did not feel satisfied, but
said the white man wanted to go there to
get rich, and that if the General went out
he would leave a good many men there.
The *“hostiles’ would see to that. .

A RAID ON FORT LINCOLN.
Ono morning in the latter part of April
another delegation came tothe fort. They
did not ask to see the General. In fact
they did not want to see him at all. They
could conduct their business much better
without Lim. They came with reference to
45 mules quietly grazing outside of the
garrison. Tho whole herd was stampeded.
Their departnre was observed and reported
with spced to the commanding General.
Gen. Custer immediately ordered a trum.
peter to sound * Boots and saddles!” In
19 minutes every horse was bridled, sad-
dle, mounted, and flying over the plain in
the wake of the absent mules, Gen. Custer
on his thorouglibred leading the way. The
chaso was a long one and a hard one. A
few of the horses gave, but the rest bravely
followed the sorrel thoroughbred. About
11 o’clock at night the gallant 7th came
slowly marching home, bringing with them
in addition to their tired horses 43 tired
mules. Strange as it seems, and opposed
as it is to tho Listory of all previous stam.
pedes, not one of the recreant mules was
lost. To and fro it cost about 40 miles of
traveling to secure this remarkable recap.
ture. Gen. Custer had more than one
message for the Indian delegation, but they
waited not to receive them. An Indian
pony alone stayed to receivo a halter which
its capturer would much more gladly have
conferred on its orignal owner.
Some time after Two Bears sent word to
Gen. Custer that it was a few of the young
men of his tribe who had runoff the mules,
and by way of compliment ho intimated
that Gen. Custer was an-old woman. Yet
Two Bears and his mule.drivers are getting
fat on Government rations, and no doubt
laying in a stock of Government provisions
to conduct his campaign in the Black Hills,
Thus while the War Department is back-
ing up the army the Indian Bureau is
backing the Indians, while tho country
pays the cost for both.
The Cheyenne Agency Indians have been
quite as euterprising during the Spring as
the Standing Rock tribe. It was mainly
from this agency thaWthe 400 Indians were
gathered who a few days ago attacked the
Reo village at Berthold. Cheyenne is but
10 miles from Fort Sully. * Gen. Stanloy,
who has kept a close watch on the conduct
of the Indians here, writing to Gen. Cus.
ter, and advising him of their departuro
for Berthold, says: *The time for soft
wonlds and moral suasion is passed; noth-
ing Lut poseder and cold lead will be of
any avail.” s
As the opinion of an army ofticer this
may be received with prejudice by people
who have a horror of war in any form.
But it has a strong confirmation from a
profession represeuting a spirit directly
opposed to that wrongly attributed to the
army. The Rev. Mr. Cook, an Episcopal
clergyman at work among the Sioux, con.
fessed to me last Fall that the only way to
bring Spotted Tail's people under the in.
fluence of the Gospel was to give them a
good thrashing. Last Sunday, in conver-
sation with the Rev. Mr. Riggs, the author
of the Sioux grammer and dictionary, who
been among tho Sioux for 39 years, he ex.
pressed the same opinion, and added that
if wo met any of them this Summer he
hoped Gen. Custer would give them a good
whipping, whether they came from the
agencies or anywhero else. It is tho influ.
ence of the hostile Indians which prevents
much of the sced sown Dby missionaries
from taking root.
A convenient rendezvous is afforded Ly
the Black Hills not only for the Agency
Indians on the Upper Missourl, who will
only have to go 150 miles to reach it—a
small journey for an Indian—Dbut for the
Northern Arapahoes and Cheyeunes. For
Spotted Tail's and Red Cloud's tribes, with
which the Government has recently had a
good deal of trouble, it would be a still
easler journey.
According the Bear's Ears, our Ree
gulide, there are about ten bands of Indians
there. The Uncpapas, Black Feet, Min.
neconjus, and Ogallallas are strongly rep-.
resented. Our scouts have received word
that the Indians of Twe Dear's camp at
Standing Rock have sent runncrs to all the
othier bauds far and near advising them of
tho cxpedition and soeking an allianco. So
that if the Indiaus mean war the Black
[ills bauds will bo strongly ro-enforced.
Prominent among thechiefs of these bands
are Eagle, an Ogallalla; Medicine, Bald
Head, One Horn, Sitting Woman, Big
Forehead, and a chiel who rejoices in the
unpoetic name of ¢ Leggins."

A PRESS OF BUSINESS,

An amusing feature of tho diplomatic
correspondence which has been carried on
lately between Gon. Custer and the Indians
in regard to the reconnoisssance, was de-
veloped lately. It seems that the plans of
the Government do not harmonize with
those of the Indians. They had laid out
other work for the Summer. They there.
fore seriously requost a postponement of
the expedition for omo year, saying they
want very much to go and fight the Crows
this Summer, but they cannot attend to
the Crows and reconnoissance too. This
furnishes a new argument agajnst thoe ex.
pedition for the Indian attorncys at Wash.
ington. From tho active measures tho
Indians are taking they have probably de.
cided to defer their Crow campaign in
favor of the expedition.

From what has been said of the conduct
of the Indians on the river and others who
have access to the Black [ills, it is evident
that they do not need any provocation to
hostility. If they have not a chance at a
(lovernment ecxpedition they will prove
their guns and liorses by raiding on the
posts and running off Government mules,
or suddenly descending ou the Ree villages,
or preparing expeditions against the Crows
or fighting among themselves in some way.
All talk therefore about these Indians
beivg driven by these oxpeditions to fight
for their altars and their sires is simply
bosh. If they fight at all it will Le for the
simplo satisfaction of stealing our horses

and killing our men, so that in times when
their own history is becoming moro and
more dull and prosaic they may add a few
more tales of bloodshed to the orgies of
the dance aud garuish their tottering wig-

wams with a few more trophics of their
valor.
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