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er guard againtt thef events which % es difinembersd the
Briufh empirz. The fure rale will not ply to taz pro-
perty acquire ] by tubjoels o 2itiost anld tilepen fent na-
tons, at the time ot s acquircieni. | acf: know, or
might know, the laws retoecting the prop rty of ulien ene-
mites in fuch flates 5 thoy theretore acquwice af, knowing on
what terins the acquilition s mi ¢, and to what itk it 13
Liable, in caf: of a rupture between their own and that na-
tion in who:x dominions property s acquired; and upon
this principle, to wir, that the prriun who .cquires property
in a forcign country, knows ‘ruch property can be raken
from him by Law, whepever a war happzrs between his fo-
vereign and the ftate in which fuch progerty is acquired, the
ripht of [uch foreign flate to tuke fuch property i> tounded.
The confequences therefore Ceduciv'e from tnis principle are
ina’miflible, in all fuch cafes to which the principle itfelt
will not properly apoly.

And though the pertons affeRed by ycur biil refide in an
enemy’s country, and while thus refiding arz amenable to its
laws, vet we cannot fee the jultice of diffufing the guilt-of
e Britith king and parliament to all indi.iduals refiding in
that country, E) 23 to werk a forfeiture of their property and
deprive them of their cltatcs, Secaufe tliey may be wiliing
ard defirous to bzcome fuljells of this ftate, upon notice
given that they would be received as fuch. Our cpinton
on this fubjelt is fhortly this.  We conceive the declaration
f independence, made upon the very prinatple of preferving
I:berty and property, deftroyed no right which might be pot-
{-ffcd confiltently with that principle, and compatible with
the fovereignty of the feveral flates. That perfons, other
than refugees, refident in <he Britith dominions, and claim-
ing property in this ftate, acquired before the declaration of
independence, ought, on becoming fubje@s, to poflefs tha:
‘property, liable to the fame taxes and impofitions which
other citizens pay: this equity and reafon dictate, though
policy may refufe to extend to them, during the war, all
the priviléges of cisizens refulting from our government,
and which of right they cannot claim; that there having
teen no time limited to make their ele@ion, nor the confe-
quences of a ncglet or refufal to make it announced, this
wvught now to be done, A
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