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ftate, within a reafonable and limited time, and become
fubjets thereof, or relinquith all claim to fuch property.
This will be alling in a manner which a!] mankind muft ap-
prove as jutt, and thofe who neglect to comply with thofe
rerms cannot with truth complain, that by a conftrudtion
being given to the declaration of independence, which the
never miftrufted could or would be given to it, and of which
they had not the Jeaft notice, they have been ftripped of
their property, to the ufe of the ftate, againit which they
have not offended.  You fay the laws and prazétice of ci-
vilifed nations wil} fupport a feizure of Biitifh property.
Rules laid down in books, on the laws of nations, ought (o
be well weighed, and carefuly attended to, before they are
applied to the prefent cafe, We are now an independent
nation, and all the rules applicable to independent nations
2pply to fuch of our tranfactions as refpect and relate to ob- .
Jedls, or rights, originating from and fublequent to our in-
dependence’; byt are, as we conceive, inapplicable, and im-
properly adduccd, to affeét aud determine queftions con-
cerning the private rights of others, acquired antecedently to
that event, and no Ways repugnant or oppoizd to it.

Thhis will pe clearly difcovered, if we attend to the dif-
ference between the property acquired by forcigrers, in
countrics fovereign 2nd independent, ar the origin of a war,
and that which perfens fubjedt to the Topse government ac-
quire before a divifion 2nd lever:nce of the government and
lovereignty. The Jatrer could legally acquire property in
cvery part of the dominions united under the fame povern-
ment, the faith of which was plighted, thac property fo ac—
quired fthould be fecured to apg enjoyed by the acquirers ;
n cafe of adifmemberment of the fociety into two or more
ditin&@ or independent focieties, the obligation to proteé&t
and fecure private rights of property, not inconfiftent with
the fafety of thefe newly formed focieties, ftij] fubfifts, and&
Is equally binding on the peyy and the old, nog by aay pofi-
tive law, for no government will provide for cales, fpiinging
out of and fubfcquent to its qwn difflolution, bue that oblie

0 ' equity, which
€an never authorife the depriving of their property unoffending
individuals, who once were unquettionably cjtizens, and
whe, aj they could not forelee, 1o could th_ey not prevent
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