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nies, and no Part of it to the Security of Great-Britain, or to the Views of
extending her Dominions by Conque{{, if all the Succeffes of the War have,
been atchieved by the national Arms of Great-Britain ALONE, without any:
Afliftance, or Co-operation of the Plantations, ftill ought not the Claim}
againft the Colonies in Equity, to be mitigated upon Refle@ion of the Ad-
vantages derived from Them, and of their Contribution to the national Re.'
venue for a long Courfe of Years, during which, their Protection put the.
Britih Nation to very little, if any particular Expence ? '

If moreover, Great-Britain hath _an equitable Claim to the Contribution -

of the Colonies, it ought to be proportioned to their Circumftances, and
They mighe, furely, %c indulged with difcharging it in the moft cafy,
and fatisfa&ory Manner to Themfelves. If Ways and Means convenient,
and conciliating would produce their Contribution, as well as oppreflive
and difgufting liixa&ions, it is ncither confiftent with Humanity or Policy,
to purfue the latter—A Power may even exift without an actual Exercife of

it, and it indicates as little good Senfe as good Nature to exercife it, only .
that the Subjeéts of it may feel the Rod that Rules Them, Moderation °

may be obferved, and Equity maintained, at the fame ‘I'ime that Superiority
is aflerted, and Authority vindicated, whatever the Apprchenfions of Pufil-
lanimity, or the Infolence of Ufurpation may fugzeft.

What is the annual Sum expedted from the Colonies—what Proportion

from each—how far do their Abilities extend ? T'hefc Matters have been,
without doubt, precifely afcertained, or cafily may be, ata Time ¢ when
¢ the real, the fubftantial, the commercial Tnterefts of Great-Britain, are
¢ preferred to every other Confideration, and it is fo well known, that the
¢ %“radc whence it’s greateft Wealth is derived, and upon which it’s marj.
*¢ time Power is principally founded, depends upon a wife and proper Ufe

‘“ of the Colonies,” which implies, at leaft, fuch an Undcrﬁanding of their ;
Circumftances, as muft render it extremely caf{, to form a reafonable .

Eftimate of their comparative Wealth, and the

xtent of their Abilities,

The proportion of each Colony, being fo cafily afcertainable at this Period

of uncommon Knowledge of their Affairs, why has the Courfe obferved by
ormer Minifters, when Supplies have been expeéted from America, been neg-
le@ed by the ﬁrefmt:’ Why was there not the ufual Requifition communi-
cated to the Provincial A cmblies, inftead of exacting an uncertain and
unequal Sum from each Colony, by a Law abruptly pafled, without any
previous Default of thofe who are a%c&cd by it ?—I fhall not call it a Law
repughant to their Genius, cancelling their Charters, infrin ing the moft-
valuable Rights and Privileges of Britifh Subje&s, derogatory from the Faith

and




