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the Lower Houfe was then pleafed to impofe on thofe Obiefts of Tax, as being too liable to abufe, and
greatly above the Proportion they ought to bear. We wifh, Gentlemen, you would pay, fome Regard to
Truth and Decency, at leaft while you aipire to the Rights and Privileges of the Britif Houfe of Com-
mons, ‘The Truth is, as far as we can judye from the whole Tenor of your Condu&, both within Doors
and without, that you are endeavouring tu periuade your Conflituents, the frequent Mifcarriages of this .
your favourite Bill, -are owing only to a Diipute between the Lord Proprietary and the Great Officers of this
Government of one Part, and yourfe.ves on the other, upon the Point of Taxing, or not Taxing, his Eftate
and their Offices, to cover which (w:/z. Objections in 1758 to Taxing thofe two Obje&s) you fay moft of
the others were only thrown jn as a Barrier ; whereas, we now repeat, that no Objetion has been made to
Taxing either of thofe Particulars; neithes his Lordihip, nor thofe Great Officers you refer to, having any
Obje&tion, that we know of,. againit a proportional ‘'ax cither upon his Eftate or their Offices ; for the Ob-
jections you would have thus underttood,; are only to the Manner, and the Quantum, then propofed, con-
fiderably above the Proportion at which other People were to have been taxed ; and to prevent, as far as pof-
fible, every future Opportunity of Poifoning the Minds of the People, by thus impofing upon their Under-
ftandings, permit us to inform you, That the true general Queftion in Debate, is, Whether the Lord Pro-
prietor, the Upper Hoale, and People, Ih:.all be fubjected to a new and unconltitutional Power of Oppreflion,
without any Remedy, or not? The Parties are the two Houfes, the Lower Houfe has been contending
for the Affirmative, and this Houfe for the Negatve, in Nine fucceflive Struggles upon this important
ueftion.
QA Concern upon a Difappointment in any of your fanguine Purfuits being natural, we can eafily credit
your Expreflion of Sorrow, that (wlifat you call) an occafional Waver of your Rights, in refpe& to the
Mode of Proceeding on Money Bills, has not had the Ltiect you defired, from our unhappily (inftead of
propofing Obje@ions or Amendments to your Money Bill, purfuant to the Leave you had given us) dif-
puting the Rights you affume in refpect to fuch Bills, and thereby obitrutting the Eablifhment of fuch a
Claim : Had you indeed waved your obftinate Adherence to your unwarrantable Affeffinent Bill, and paid
a duc Regard to our former Objections, fo tar as they were applicable, yous Waver had been of real Im-
portance to his Majelty’s Service, and your own Credit, and might have afforded us fome Encouragement
to add our Afitance in promoting fo laudable a Defign; but we muit take the Liberty to tell you, that yau
have waved no:hing upon this Occafion, becaufe ydu had nothing to wave; for your Claim of the fame
Rights with the Brizi/b Houfe of Commons (tho' you feem inclined for the prefent to allow us thofe of the
Brutih Houfe of Lords) will avail nothing, becaufe having different Foundations, no Inferenge can be
fairly drawn from the Rights of one to c¢ftaviith the Claims ot the othér: The Houfe of Commons have a
Law pecaliar to themfelves, called Lex Parsiamenti, which is, we preiume, founded on the antient Ufages
of that particalar Body : If you fhould be pleafed to be cilled the Houfe of Commons, we think you would
ﬁain nothing by fuch a Meafure, becaufe, as the Houle ot Commons of Maryland, would ftill be' a ditinét
ody from the Houfe of Commons of Great-Britain, we do not perceive how afluming the Appellation of
the Britih Hdéufe of Commons, will transfer to you that Lex Pariiamenti of the Houfe of Commons in
Britajp ; their antient Ufages not being your Ulages; and perhaps they might be offended, if now at the
Aflumption of their Name, yet at afluming the Lex Parliamenti, which they may be apt to confider as 2
Right peculiar to themfelves; your Rights, Gentiemer, are tounded only in the Royal Charter, your particu-
lar Ufages, and the Common Law of Exrgland: What thole Rights are, the Charter, Journals, and Law
Books, may inform you; but we fhrewdly fufpett, you will be {o far from fupporting your extraordinary
Claims from either of them, that the Charter and Joarnals in particular will operate ftrongly againft them,
and tend to fupport that Part of our laft Meilage, with which you feem to have been fo highly offended ;
and here, upon your Intimation that you had not Time ac prefent to look fully into the Matter, we leave
you to cultivate an Acquaintance with your own Journais, where you will undoubtedly find fufficient Evi-
dence, from the earlielt to the prefent I'imes, to aeltroy all Pretence of Right to your exorbitant Claims;
that the Rody now called the Lower Houle, and that now called the Upper Houle, were Coeval ; that after
feveral Years Confideration, our Conftitution was cftablithed in it’s preient Form; ever fince which, the
Upper Houfe has been a Conftitutional Check upon any frantic Humour that might f{eize the Lower Houfe;
and we are well fatisfied, that at this particalar Seafon, every fenfible Man applauds the Forefight and Wil:
dom of our Anceftors in that Etablithment. ' '
+ The earlieft Eftablifhment of our Conftitution being in it’s prefent Form, your Objeion to the Upper
Houfe as .a dependant Branch of the Legiflature, becomes the more ridiculous ; and when it is confidered
that the feveral Legiflatures in Britifh America (except one, or two at moit) confilt of three Branches, and
that the middle Branch in each (three Inftances only excepted) is appointed 'in. like Manner with ourfelves,
we hope you will not think an Upper Houfe a Misfortune peculiar ta this Proviice, nor expet to perfuade
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