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obtain it, by fuch Means, as muft baghen the Country with continual heavy Expences, and, by
engaging, and exhaufting ti&Public san in Political Contefts, obftruct the. Inftitution of
many Regulations that might He qfefnl to the Community.

In Affairs of private Concern, fgw Men tamely acquicfce under fuppofed Injuries. In doubt-
ful €afes Recourfe is gene'nlly had to the Advice of thofe, who are believed to be beft acquainted
with the Rules, or Principles of Adjudication, and\wh‘ﬂ'umoes .are ﬁiven of their Rights,
moft Men are prompt enough in applying Part of their rty to obtain Redrefs.

IT was a Queftion, warmly agitated fome Years ago, whether his Lordfhip had Authority ¢o
Diffent to Acts that had before zeceived the Concurrence of his Governor, in virtue of the Refer-
vation in his Commiflion, and the Cafe was fully ftated for the Opinions of Sir Philip Yorke, and
Mr, Lutwyche, who gave fuch clear Reafons in g'upport of his Lérdfhip’s Authority, as put an End

to all further Difpute on the Subject.

THhis Courfe is {o natural, and fo generally practifed that I have little Difficulty in giving Cre-
dit to the Report of its having been aétually purfued in the Cafe of the One Shilling per Hogthead,
tho’ the Opifons, faid to have been given in Favour of his Lordihip’s Claim, by being conceal-
ed have not produced the good Effects that flowed from the open Communication of the Opinions

given by Sig P. Yorke and Mr. Lutwyche.

IT is too well known that the Bubje&s of this Letter have excited great Heats, and Animofi-
tics, and a proportionate Hinderance to the Difpatch of the Public Bufinefs, and every well-
meaning Man, who has no other Intereft than in the Profperity of his Country, would rejoice
to fee all fuch Obftru&ions removed, and the Efforts, that have been wafted in the Purfui o? un-

attainable Purpofes, appear in an Emulation to promote falutary {nttitutions.

IF it were poffible to abolifh the Revenue now received under the A& of 1704 to fupport ¢ the
¢ Honour and Dignity of the Governor” ftill there muit be a Government to fecure, and pro-
teét the People in their juft Rights, and that Government cannot {ubfift without a proper Spup-

ort. I have not obferved that the One Shilling per Hogthead is complained of as oppreflive, in
f’oint of Expence, tho’ many Pcople have been made extremely uneafy on the Perfuafion, that it
hath been colle@ed without a legal, conftitutional Authority—The imagined Violation of Pri-
vilege, of which the People are, and ought to be jealous, is more the Caufe of their Inquietude,
than the Burthen of the Tax,-and this is evinced by the Uneafinefs of the Farmers, who don’t
contribute (Jne Farthing to the Revenue. Others there may be, who, from the neceffary Effe&
it would have upon the [ a1 ] Conftitution, arc folicitous tor the Abolition of 2 Revenue efta-
blithed by a perpetual A&—who would make no Scruple in admitting that Government ought
to be fupported ; but would chule that Suppor‘t to .dep.end upon wecafinnal (irants—Whn, heing
defirous to bring about an Alteration of our Corftitution, would wifh to throw more Weight in-
to the popular Scale. They, who entertain thefe Sentiments, may oppofe his Lordfhip’s Receipt
of the One Shilling per Hogfhead rather from an Opxm\on. of the E*?fd{t’my of a dependant Sup-
port, thana Conviction of the Jllegality of the prefent Claim to an effablifhed Revenue.

WHEeTHER this Alteration would redound to the gencral Utility is a Problem not cafily to be
folhved.

Uron the Alteration we might have a greater Proportion of popular P:wer in our Conftitution
than we have at prefent, but the Conclufion is very difputable, that the Community would have

a greater Proportion of flappines.

Surrose the Act of 1704, and the confequential Revenue to be abolithed, aud the Governor
reduced to a Dependance on the annual Supply that might be granted for his Support, this would
produce an annual Queftion, what that Supply fhould be? A Fund for perpetual Contention,
on Incitement to eternal political Conteft, and Intrigue.  This Dependence would in Effe& be
upon thote, who theuld have the greateft Adroitnefs of Management, and Sway of Influence in
the Tranfaétion of the Bufinefs of Supplies—MNuch Art and Application would be employed to ob-
tain Pofleflion of the Power to Give—He who fhould fucceed, on the Competition, would be the
moft courted—His Attachment would be the important Objedt, and would probably be fecured
bv cvery Gratification, that his Paffions fhould call for, and Government be able to afford—
Should this Reciprocation of Benehts not be the Plan, other Mcans might be employed—Annual
Laws mizht keep Pace with annual Supplies—The onc might be a Security, or Pledge for the
other, and a kind ot Pohitical Traffick ter ¢n Fooct, not very favourable to their Inclinations

who are Encemies to Cavilling, and Difenfion.

Ox Political Queftions, in their Nature incapable of Demonftration, a real undiffembled Di-
veility of Opinion is to be expuited; but I futpect that, on thefe, as well as on other Queftions
of grcat Concernment, the Paflions of Ambiton, Avarice, and Vanity make Men profefs other
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than



