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© ¢ In the Year 1640 the Affembly declared their Thankfu)nefs (as they exprefled themfelves)
¢ to Almighty Gob for the Benefits they had received, fince this. Colony was firft brought here,
¢¢ and planted at his Lordthip’s grcat Charge, and Expence, and continued by his Care and Induf-
% try, and in Confidence that their Pofterities wiil remember the Benefits conferred by his Lord-

¢ fhip, and his Heirs, defired that this may be preferved as a Memorial to all Pofterity, to endure
¢ among the Records for ever, of their Thankfulnefs, and Fidelity.”

In the Year 1688 it was-declared in Aflembly, ¢ that there was nothing morc certain than
¢¢ that his Lordfhip, an Noble Anceftors had, with the Hazards of their Lives, buried a vaft
¢ Eflate in the firft Subduement, and continued Settlement of this Province, to a far greater
<¢ Value than the Profits of this Province did at that Time, or were likely to amount unto.”

ExprEssioNs of the warmeft Gratitude to his Lordfhip for his unwearied Care of the People,
far the Benefits the People had derived from it, for the vaft Charge, and Expence he had incur-
red in the Settlement of the Province, every where occur among the old Journals, and Aéls of
Affembly,

THis Fa&, of the great Charge, and Expence to the Proprictary in the Settlement of this
Province, is taken Notice of by i%vcral Writérs.

. OgciLey fays that ¢ Maryland at the vaft Charge, and by the unwearied Induftry, and Endea-
¢ vour of Lord Baltimore, was at firft planted, and hath fince been fupplied with People, and
¢ other Neceffaries fo effe€ually, that in the prefent Year (viz. 1671) the Number of Englifp
¢ amounts unto Fifteen or Twenty Thoufand”—Aforden obferves that ¢ the Pcop]ing, and
¢ Trade of Maryland by the vaf? Expence, and Indultry of the Lord Baltimoere hath been impro-
¢ ved to a great g'leight—Dr. Douglafs fpeaks of its having coft Lord Baltimore Forty Thoufand
¢ Pounds Sterling in the fir} Two Years of the Scttlement of Maryland, by bringing over People
<¢ Provifions, &Jc. N

WHETHER People were infnared, as the Report infinuates, by Mifreprefentations of the Qua-
lity of our Soil, that is, whether the Soil of this Province did not deferve the Character of Ferti-

iy, you can judge without any new Information. .

THE Report ¢ calls the Liberty of Confeience promifed to the Settlers a fpecicus Pretence, juft
with 3s much Truth as it aflerted that Lord Baltimore, and his Father had been but at Jeele Ex-

pence, in feating the Province.

Very early in the Settlement of this Province, a Law paffed enaling that ¢ whatfoever Per-
¢¢ fon fhould, on any Occafion, in a reproachful Manner call any Inhabitant, or Refident, or
¢¢ Perfon trading within the Province an Heretic, Schifmatic, Idolater, Puritan, Independent,
¢¢ Prefbyterian, Popith Prieft, Jefuit, Papift, Lutheran, Calvinift, Brownift, Antinomian, Bar-
¢«¢ rowift, Roundhead, Separatift, or any other Name in a reproachful Manner relating to Religi-
<¢ on, fhould forfeit for every Offence Ten Shillings Sterling, and whereas the inforcing the
¢¢ Confcience in Matters of Religion hath frequently fallen out to be dangcrousgto thofe éo‘m-
¢ monwealths, where it hath been pradtifed, and for the more quiet, and pcaceable Government
¢¢ of this Province, and the better to preferve mutual Love, and Unity, it was alfo enacted that
< no Perfon profeffing to believe in JEsus CHRIsT fhould be anl way troubled, molefted, or
¢¢ difcountenanced for, or in refpe& of Religion, nor in the free Exercife thercof” This A&

was perpetual, and was confirmed in 1676.

In the Year 1657, Lord Baltimore declared he never would give his Affent to the Repeal of the
above A@—In the Oath taken by the Governor, and Council, between the Years 1636, and
1657, there was the following Claufe, ¢ I will not by myfclf, or other, diretly or indircctly
< trouble, moleft, or difcountenance any Perfon profefling to believe in JEsus CHrisT for, or
¢¢ in Refpe&t of Religion.” The Governor’s Oath proceeded further ¢ that he would make no
¢« Difference of Perfons in conferring Offices, Rewards, or Favours for, or in Refpeét of Reli-
¢« oigd- but merely as they fhouid be found faithful, and well deferving, and cnducd with moral
€ - es, and Abilities ; that his Aim fhould be public Unity, and if any Perfon or Officer
<¢ fhould moleft, or difturb any Perfon profefling to believe in CHRrIsT, on Account of his Rel:-
«¢ gion, he would protect the Perfon molefted, and punifh the Offender.”

By the Oath of Fidelity taken by the Inhabitants, they were not to infringe, or prejudice
Liberty of Confcience in Matters of Religion.

SucH Securities, the ftrongeft that Laws and Oaths could %vc, were f{urcly very improperlv
called fpecious Pretences ; but the Language of Men poflefled by Paflion, and Prejudice, in giving
Praife, and in paffing Cenfure is apt to be extravagant. Mr. Copley muft have been confeious of
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