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successful prosecution,

Your committee perceiving and sincerely regreiing the
imperfect condition of our militia system, propose to reme-
dy 1its defects by repealing all the statutes now in {orce,
that relate to the subject; and embodying in one act every
provision which may be now deemed necessary or expe-
dient, for the enrolment and organization of the whole mass

of our militia; and the discipline and effective equipment of

a select, c.ufhuent but smal part of the whole. Toa do
less than this, mlght subject the legislature to censure; and
therefore, your committee have pmparvd and reported
a bill, framed with much care, and which, in their opinion,
is well calculated to remedy every present or probable evil;
without oppressing or harassing the peo ple. 1f adopted it
will secure a perfect enrolment of our-citizens, an oper-
ative orgamzation thereof, by arranging them withm con-
venient dlqtrwts under Lompe-lf‘nt and mlhn"r officers, inlo
companics, lntmhom, squadrons and larger corps, it may
mduce a ¢-ficient pait spread over the whole area of the
state to volunteer, or will cause an equal part, thatis to say,
oue company {rom every battalion, to be selected annually
to perform a tour of duty, not exceeding three moanths in
any year, should events make it necessary fo call them into
actual service. It will place the public arms in the posscs-
sion of this part, and being so equipt, it will cause them to
be inspected once in every year.  ‘T'he bill further provides
that the volunteer, sclect and uniformed nnlnm_LShAH pa-
rade for mcpccllon once, and for drill once in every year,
but allows uniform corps to establish and enforce, not ex-
cecding six additional meetings in cach year It also pro-
vides for calling out the m: lma to preserve tranquility
within our lnmtv, whenever the civil anthorities may re-

qulre the same 1In writing.  And 1t authorises the Iixecu-

tive to call such porhom as may be found necessary into
actual service, and in such cases, provide for their pay and
suhsistence. 1t confers on court ‘martials the power to im-

pose fines, and makes it the duty of civil officers alone. to

collect, account for, and apportion all money recelved as
and for fines and pcnalnes

Your committee will not further detail the many neces-
sary provisions of said bill, because what they have already
stated may suffice (o ]ustnfy the earnest recommendation
which they hereby rcspecttully make of the entire act, to
your patient investigation and better judgment, and should
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tic or foreign war; by preparing | 1n time of peace for ifs
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