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the neighbuuring corporations, under the influence of pzﬂicular‘,
or private interests, and controjed by a spirit of grasping ava-
ice. or mordinate speculation, have spread around:themn a
iie expanse of privileged domination, and pecubiary restric-
ton, which. in their dvleterim:f and withering consequences,

ave resulted in the general embarrassment, and irremediable

ments dF. this evidence of the wisdom of South Carolina, have

induced reform in several of thi states adjacent, and it may,
l.

with confidence, be believed, that this improvement will spee-
dily pervade the whole of that division of the Union,

The committee might refer, more especially.. to the disclo-
sures(which have recently app‘ea[:ed in the legislative proceed-

ings of North-Carolina, and present the features of that exhi-

‘bition as equally applicable to every similar incorporation; and
awaré, as they are, of a prevailing distrust,.and the “strong

suspicions. which exist in referénce to institutions nearer home,,

they are induced to anticipate that the fiscal amendmeunts of the
south, in this essentiai branch ¢f the public right, will be em-
braced in our own state, b b
With respect to the existing organization of the treasury de-
partment, there appears to be a total absence of that controling
power-and necessary supervi ':L\, which the public interest ve-

ry ubviously demands. ‘ntire management of the public

money is now committed to a single individual, without control

or sufficient check; and admitting the integrity of that indivi-
dual to be above reproach, which the commitfee are ready to
admit. and that his intelligencelis of the first order, they can-

not consent, at the same time, that it consists with a due re- -

gard to the financial relations of the state, 10 permit the conti-

view of this committee the proper duties of a treasurer are to
receive, disburse, and account ltor, the-revenues; and a faith-
ful discharge of those duties is sufficient to employ the diligent

nuance of a system so very im‘?erfect and defective., In the

attention of an able officer, fram day to day, throughout the
year. Bat fof the beneficial administration of the treasury de- . -

partment, the public welfare demands more than a faithfui dis-
charge of these duties. It demands, in fact, the constant vi-

gilance of a. competent statesman fo superintend the collection,:

to avoid evasicns, and to se'cu’nil a similarity of construction;

and unity of jaetion, in every fiscal regulation. |
The commi§tee have reason to beliewe, that many of the ree
venue laws-dre either dormant and inoperative, or that they are

very partially. and consequently very unjustly executed; and
they have understood that immense losses have accrued from
numerous delinquents escaping through the inadequacy of the
laws, or through indiscreet indplgencies, and the insufficiency,
in point of form, of official bonds; and that the inequality of
contributions, and the greaf injustice” which arise froin these
defects, might be avoided by a modification which would not

_ enly provide the necessary checks, and salutary controly in the
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